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emiconductor invento-

ries are growing as con-
sumers buy fewer electron-
ics, creating an oversupply
that marks a sharp turn-
around from a global chip
shortage during two years
of supercharged demand. AL

survey shows, as employers.
continue to scoop up workers
in a tight labor market. Al

#+ Southwest said it would
limit new bookings on the
planes it plans to fly in the
coming days, and the airline
came under more scrutiny
from Washington for its
holiday storm meltdown. A3

-gas
a move to lock up the fuel

after turmoil caused by Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. B3

ings of children who were in
school during the pandemic,
according to a new study by
a Stanford economist. A2
# Major U.5. stock indexes.
ended mixed, with the S&P
500 and Nasdag losing 0.4%
and 1.4%, respectively, and
the Dow rising 0.1%. B11

# Cash holdings are the
lowest since the financial
ecrisis at U.S. government
pension funds and just abowe
Iast year's 13-year low for
U.S. corporate pensions. Bl
# Home prices fell in Octo-
ber from the month
as higher mortgage interest
rates continued to weigh on
home-buying demand. A2

World- Wide
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# The Supreme Court kept
pandemic-era border con-
trols in place while it con-
siders whether nearly two-
dozen Republican-led states
can intervene in a lawsuit
over those restrictions, keav-
ing thousands of asylum-
seeking migrants stranded
in northern Mexico. AL

# The Biden administration
is weighing new precaution-
ary measures for travelers
entering the U.S. firom China,
to reopen its borders to in-
ternational travel. A6

# Russia banned the sale of
its oil and petrolenm prod-
ucts to countries that put
cap on their sales price in
a mowve that threatened
more uncertainty ahead for
global energy markets. AS

+ The FDA is studying
whether legal cannabis is
safe in food or supplements
and plans to make recon-
mendations for how to regua-
late cannabis-derived prod-
ucts in the coming months,
agency officials said. A5

# One of the men convicted
in the plot to kidnap Michi-
gan Gow. Whitmer, was sen-
tenced by a federal judge
to 16 years in prison. A2

+ The Pentagon for the
first time allowed 700 re-
cruits who had been diag-
nosed with ADHD to join the
military without a waiver
under revamped rules. A5

+ Taiwan will extend man-
datory military service for
male citizens in the face of
growing concerns about a

Chinese attack and intensi-
fying competition between
Washington and Beijing. A6
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A Fights Resaned

Lost Bags, Canceled Flights Mar Southwest Recovery

i

-

tional Airport. Southwest canceled 65% of its scheduled Tuesday departures, as it struggled to stabilize operations. A3

Once-Thin Chip Inventories
Swell as Gadget Sales Falter

By Asa Frren

The world is now awash in
chips.

The oversupply marks a
sharp turnaround from a
global shortage during two
vears of supercharged de-
mand. Consumer appetite for
electronics has weakened
against a backdrop of rising
interest rates, a falling stock
market and recession fears.
Chip inventories are swelling,

mirroring what is happening
in the wider economy where
retailers are stuck with goods
on their shelves and producers
of a range of products in high
demand early in the pandemic
now face a ghat.

What is happening in chips
amounts to zgood news for
consumers who can get their
hands on products from wash-
ing machines to laptops faster,
and sometimes more cheaply,
than a year ago. For chip mak-

ers, the shift has triggered a
wave of job cuts and reduction
in capital spending as compa-
nies try to restore profitability
levels that have eroded in re-
cent months.

Chip inventory levels are
“well above our target level,™
said Sanjay Mehrotra, chief ex-
ecutive of memory maker Mi-
cron Technology Inc., as the
company on Thursday missed
Wall Street earnings projec-
tions, gave a subdued outlook

and said it would cut about
10% of its workforce.

Lead times between chip
orders and deliveries that
swelled early in the pandemic
have fallen in recent months,
according to an analysis by
Susguehanna International
Group LLP. Inventory levels,
typically measured in days, are
at their highest lewvels in more
than a decade, or about 40
daws above the median for the

Flease furn topage A5

Leave
Border
Policy
In Place

High court doesn’t rule
on Title 42's legality as
it weighs if GOP-led
states can intervene

By JEs5 BRAVIN
AnD MiCHELLE Hackman

WASHINGTON—The Su-
preme Court kept pandemic-
era border controls in place
Tuesday while it considers
wihether nearly two-dozen Re-
publican-led states can inter-
vene in a lawsuit over those
restrictions, leaving thousands
of asylum-seeking migrants
stranded in northern Mexico.

By a 54 wote, the court
acted in the wake of a tempo-
rary stay that Chief Justice
John Roberts imposed Dec. 19,
two days before so-called Title
42 regulations were set to
end. Border officials had al-
ready started observing an in-
crease in land crossings in the
days ahead of the policy's ex-
pected end on Dec. 21, with at
least 10,000 additional mi-
grants waiting in Mexican bor-
der cities with the expectation
that the measure would soon
be lifted.

The Biden administration
had sought to end the policy.
while the Republican states
wanted it to remail 1 place.
As is rtypical, the Supreme
Court's majority didn't lay out
its reasoning for the order.
The court ordered an expe-
dited hearing, setting argu-
ments in the case for February
or early March.

In dissent, Justice Neil Gor-
such, joined by Justice Ketanji

Please turn topage A4

Telehealth Ads
Flout Standards

Online firms inhabit

By KHADEEJA SAFDAR
Anp ANDREA FULLER

In an advertisement on
Facebook and Instagram, a
middle-aged man holding a
dumbbell says testosterone
“literally changed my life,”
restoring his energy and
happiness.

What the October ad from
relehealth startup Hone
Health doesn't say is that the
unidentified man is an actor
who has never used the pre-
scription drug. It doesn't
mention that testosterone is
approved by the Food and
Drug Administration only for

6
aqray regulatory zone

men with specific disorders
and that among its risks are
heart attacks and stroke.

Similar telehealth compa-
nies are flooding TikTok, In-
stagram and other platforms
with ads that don’t conform
to longtime standards gowv-
erning the marketing of pre-
scription drugs and health-
care treatments. They
feature actors posing as cus-
tomers, tout benefits of
drugs with no mention of
side effects and promote
medications for uses not ap-
proved by the FDML

Since the pandemic, on-

Please furn fo page AD

Gap Widens
For Auto Loans

Credit unions are undercutting
banks on auto loans even as
interest rates rise. B1

Averagerateona
new car loan, guarterly
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Axed Tech Workers
Find Jobs Quickly

By Saran CHANEY CaMBON
AND GwyNn GUILFORD

Most laid off tech workers
are finding jobs shortly after
beginning their search, a mew
survey shows, as employers
continue to scoop up workers
in a tight labor market.

About 79% of workers re-
cently hired after a tech-com-
pany  layoff or termination
landed their new job hiin
three months of starting their
search, according to a
ZipRecruiter survey of mew
hires. That was just below the
83% share of all laid-off work-
ers who were re-employed in
the same time frame.

Mearly four in 10 previously
Laid off tech workers found jobs
less than a month after they

began searching, ZipRecruiter
found in the survey.

“Despite the widespread lay-
offs, hiring freezes, and cost-
cutting taking place in tech,
many tech workers are finding
re-employment remarkably
quickly,” said Julia Pollak, chief
economist  at  ZipRecruiter.
“Theyre still the most sought-
after workers with the most in-
demand skills.”

Job openings across the
economy —at 10,3 million—are
down from record highs but far
exceed the number of unem-
ployed Americans, providing
opportunities for workers who
lose their jobs and those who
choose to seek another.

Workers previously em-
ployed in other industries, in-

Please furn fo page A2

INSIDE
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Glimpses into the
reality of retiring
with a nest egg of

$1 million. A2

This season, referees
are blowing the
whistle much more
often for walks. a14

By James Hooxway

MANCHESTER, England—
Basil Bellgrave, one half of
Eritish rap duo Pete &% Eas,
stalked the stage on a recent
night here, riling up the
crowd. “You need a lesson in
being a man," he spat. “Tuck
in your shirt and pull up your
pants, listen again if you don’t
understand.”

Pete Bowditch took over as
the beat swelled: “Shoulda lis-
tened when I told yva!™

Mr. Bowditch is 72. Mr.
Bellgrave, T6.

At a time when younger
people debate how old is too
ald to run for president or
why so much wealth is in the
hands of their parents or
grandparents, Messrs. Bell-
grave and Bowditch are up-
ending expectations about
what seniors can or should be

Hip-Hop’s Breakout Stars
Inelude Two Rappers in Their 70s

British duo upends expectations;
‘Pete’s in the pub with a baked potato’

doing—and building a few
bridges along the way.

“I think they're fantastic,"
said Will Sullivan, a 20-year-
old economics student, lining
up to get a T-shirt after the
show. “Pete and Bas have to-
tally changed how 1 think
about the older generation.”

“They're legit artists,” said
James Bayat, a disc jockey
who interviewed the pair on
Unity Radic here in Manches-

ter, northern England.
“TheyTe opening doors for ev-
erybody.”

Pete, with his south London
drawl and soccer tattoos, and
Bas, tall and lean with a silver
ponytail trailing off the back
of his balding head, have hun-
dreds of thousands of follow-
ers on Instagram and TikTok
and a clutch of gold discs. The
Manchester show was the first
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4 small banks in Utah
export high-cost loans

J.J. Watt’s
legacy

Challenge accepted:
Ranking year’s best songs

Critics say state law allows “predatory lending” What makes a great hit? The lyrics? The melody? eXtends
with ne limits on interest rates. In Money The beat? We list 2022's top 10 tracks. In Life beyond NFL
—

IMMIGRATION

Justices
block end

of Title 42
removals

Court to hear arguments
on program in February

John Fritze and Martina Stewart
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON = In a blow to the Bi-
den administration’s ability to set the
nation's immigration policy, the Su-
preme Court on Tuesday said the gov-
ernment could not halt the expulsion
of migrants for public health reasons
under the controversial Title 42
Prograrm.

That program, which has been in
place since the early days of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, must continue while
courts assess a lawsuit filed by Repub-
lican officials in 19 states who say that
unwinding the Title 42 policy would
unleash a national “catastrophe.”

The emergency intervention from
the high court came days after the
Trump-era program was set to expire.
The justices announced they will hear

See TITLE 42, Page SA

WEATHER CHAOS

A passenger sleeps Tuesday at Fort
Lauderdale-Hollywood International
Ajrport in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

JOE CAVARETTA/SOUTH FLORIDA SUN-SENTINEL
Via AP

Storm leaves
thousands
stranded

As a deadly winter storm continues to
bury the Buffalo, New York, area, flight
cancellations across the country have
left thousands of travelers stranded at
airports. President Joe Biden said
Tuesday that his administration will
hold airlines accountable. The U.5.
Department of Transportation
announced it will look into Southwest
Airlines’ cancellations in particular,
which accounted for the majority of
disruptions. Meteorologists say some
relief is in sight for hard-hit Buffale; on
Wednesday, a warm front is expected
to mowve across north-central New
York, raising temperatures above
freezing. Story, 3A
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SPORTS

Retiring star is one of the
best defenders, but he'll
also be remembered for
what he did off the field,
columnist Nate Davis
writes. Im Sports

<« B

Parents of LGBTQ kids
beat the learning curve

The journey for Oliver Honig, 15, and his mother, Chrissy, began when Oliver started wearing dresses and skirts at age 3.
“1 just hope that he’s always confident enough to just be who he is,” Chrissy says. PHOTOS BY JEMMA WATSOM/USA TODAY NETWORK

Love, acceptance and understanding might conquer all,
but navigating today’s climate takes a new level of strength

Suzette Hackney
National columnist
USA TODAY

Oliver Honig started donning dress-
es and skirts at age 3. His cousin first
gave him a tutu and he wanted to wear
it everywhere, so he did. At age 5, he
was skillfully walking up and down the
steps of the family's backyard slide in
his mother's high-heeled boots. And
by the time he was 8, he was experi-
menting with makeup, often overlin-
ing his mouth with so much lipstick
the results rivaled comedic clownery.

Oliver's mother, Chrissy Honig,
lovingly laughs as she recalls their
journey navigating a world where a
skittish youngster, and now a wvery
vocal teenager, often called by his
nickname, Ollie, continues to seek the
freedom to live, love — and dress — as
he pleases.

Messy makeup aside (his lipstick

L

Oliver identifies as a boy - “definitely™
— but labels at this point don't seem
important to him. “I'm still trying to
figure out who | am,” he says.

game has progressed nicely and is now
on point), there have been really bad
wigs, even worse dye jobs and ill-fitted
frocks over the years. His style sensibil-
ity has morphed and matured as he has
become more attuned with the clothing
that makes him happy and feels good on
his body. Sometimes, it's the fabric and
texture, or the fit of the waistline and the
swoosh of the skirt. Sometimes it’s just
the idea of wearing a dress he loves that
makes him feel confident.

“I'm still trying to figure out who I
am,” Oliver told me last month as he
played with his shoulder-length, thick
and wavy brown hair with pink high-
lights.

MNow, when Oliver performs in school
talent shows, singing his 15-year-old
heart out to “Get The Party Started” by
Pink, one of his favorite artists, and
“Home" from “Beetlejuice The Musical™
— while decked out in a blue sequined
dress with a blazer or in a formal black
and white evening gown — he feels beau-

See PARENTS, Page 6A

Transplant reunites high school friends

They went their separate ways;
now thev have a story to share

Mark Harper

Daytona Beach News-Journal | USA TODAY METWORK

“I'd give my kidney for a ...”

It's not the most common idiom being bandied
about, but you hear it from time to time as a means of
expressing a strong desire. Rarer, still, is the person
who says, “T'd give my kidney.” Period. No gqualifiers.

Dawn Fowler, one of 92,000 Americans on the
United Network for Organ Sharing list waiting for a
transplant, found such a person. Tracy Miley, a
Florida health coach, literally gave her kidney to a
long-lost high school classmate living 2,000 miles
away last July before the two — now both on the mend

— reunited recently in Florida.

See TRANSPLANT, Page 4A

Dawn Fowler, left, and Tracy Miley knew each other Sll'l‘CE childhood
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and sang in their high school choir. NIGEL COOK/USA TODAY NETWORK
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The power of climate change hogwash

PILITA CLARK,

PAGE 16
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Drama is the populist’'s most damaging trait

JANAN GANESH,

PAGE 17

freeze
Deadly storm
brings chaos

Ice farmeed in a blizzand by the spray off
Lake Erie encises a restaurant in Ham-
Tuarg, Mew York.

President Joe Biden has declared an
emergency in the state after the winter
storm over the Christmas weekend.

The blizzard caused chaos across the
US, leaving at least 49 people dead and
tens of thowsands without power,
Mitearologists described the weather as
a “bomb cyclome”, denoting a storm that
intensifies rapidly, with temperatures
wcross the country phannmeting s kow
a6 s 40C over the past few days.

Asthe feracity of the cald blast akated
yesterday, travel disruption hit the
ran-up tothe Mew Year,

Aocording to the flight-tracking site
Flight Aware, more than 2,800 US flights
had been cancelled by yesterday marm-
g, while nearly 1,000 more had been

Flights cancelled paga

v ey

Beljmg scraps travel quarantme rules
in firm break with zero-Covid policy

o Coronavirus regime dismantled e Fear of Imn deaths as cases spiral @ Chinese equities boosted

THOMAS MALE — SHANGHA

China will remove quarantine require-
mnenits for inbound travellers from Jana-
ary 8 as the country dismantles the rem-
nants of a zero-Covid regime that chased
it off from the rest of the world for

almost three years.
The Mational Health Commission
revealed the move as pa.rt of a wider
that ded the

country’s managemsent of Covid-19 and
definitively abandoned a bost of other
preventive measures.

The Chinese Center for Disease Con-
trod and Prevention said yesterday that
under the downgraded classification, it
would release Covid data ondy monthly.

China's data has ceased Lo reflect the
situation on the ground as rules such as

Crypto downturn clouds
plcture for NFT creators

Calabrity endorsements and sodal
meedla brype heliped digal lemes known
as non-fungible Tokons. burst inlo
madrrstream authure last vear, as pecole
warne wrged to spand billions of dollars
#o acquire MFTs from marketplaces
such & OponSes Bul 1he marke! has
dved amid a sell-off in the broadar
iy market and some Snalysts are

sceptical that MFT makers will be able
o form sucoesstul businesses bayond
selling digital ar,

Play for the real workd = pact &

mass testing have ended. But computer
muodedling has estimated that the virus
coudd lead toclose to Tmn deaths.

The government, which this month
also scrapped the requirement for posi-
tive cases to quarantine at centralised
facilities, is battling a severe outbreak,
with estimated cases spiralling into the
hundreds of millions.

Announdcing the relaxation, however,
the NHC said that more than 90 per cent
of cases of the Omicron wariant were

China is set to miss an
annual 3.53% growth
target that was already
its lowest in decades

“mild or asymptomatic”, a shift in tone
AS COTOMAVINES TAFES ACTOSS A COURtry
where until recently very few of the

Asla-Pacific region after the change in
rules yesterday, with the C51 300 of
Shanghai and Shenzhen-listed stocks
climbing 1.15 per cent, while the Shang-

icy since the pandemic emerged,
cking down many of its Lurgest cities
and imposing quarantines on foreign
arrivals in an attempt to eliminate the
virus within its borders.
Late this year, the policy began to
unravel as authorities struggled 1o con-
tain outbreaks, including in the capital

Beijing. Profesters toak to the streetsin
Movember in a rare display of defiance
against the central government, which

orities will also start issuing coveted
Homg Kong entry permits.

Economic data highlight the costs of
the p-c-hqr Retall sales, agauge of con-

with the outside world and which for
long pericds successfully limited the
‘transmission of the viras.

At o point this year, inbouand travel-
lers were required to spend three weeks
in i hotel room. After January & arrivals
will be resqu 1o huawe 2
Covid test result within 48 hours of
depamruudluwmuksonm

anthority announ-

ced 'rtsttnla'r that it would resume
visas for mainknd residents to

travel abroad from January & Auth-

: ]PMd.l:ga'I-l--eYes $15bn of chent;ﬁbney

held in rival Morgan Stanley’s tax fund

AOSHUA FRAMKLIN — NEW YORE

JFMorgan Chase’s army of private
bankers are pushing rich clients to
maove billions of dollars from
Stanley’s tax strategy funds on to the
bank’s pwn platferm, according to peo-
ple familiar with the matter.

The jnh.lan.lv: comes al’l.cr ]mrgan

people familiar with the matter said.
TPMaorgan would continue to offer Para-
metric funds to its clients.
JPMorgan and Morgan Stanley
declined tocomenent.
acquired fund man-

800
gan had also bid for Eaton Vance, the
dal Times has

ufus‘uxmm plzlimuhjdm&‘ss
tax-loss harvesting — the process of sell-
ing securities at a loss that can then be
used to offset taxable gains — and cas-
tomised portfolios.

Tax-loss harvesting has boomed on
wall Street with Parametric, owned by
Morgan Stanley, a keading provider,

JPMorgan’s private bank this year
identified about $15bn of client funds
held with Parametric that could be

After missing out on Eaton Vance,
JPMorgan bought Boston-based finan-
«cial techmology company S5ip in
December 2020, which subsequently
formed the cornerstone of the new lax

platformm being pitched to cients by the
ey

Direct indexing firms such as Para-
metricallow investors tocreate bespoke
portiolics tailored to their personal

nces. This can range from creat-

performance of an established index. o
managing tax losses.

JPMorgan's bankers are tempting
clients to consider a move from Para-
metric an the basis that their new prod-
uct is cheaper and will provide more
regular reports for Imvestars, the people
Eamiliar with the matter said.

The bank can run Iuwumaa
lower cost and in-houss cwmership
muilbmnmpdummarinl.m
as Maorgan Stanley, should it ever try to
raise prices or restrict access for its cli-
ents, sxy the same peoplhe.

TPMargan has made S5ip available o
vutside irvestment advisers.

Simce the bank acguired the company,
the number of acoounts on its platform
has grown from 5,000t0 25,000 — shout
%5 per cent of which are from third
party-registered advisers — ane person

migrated to s own platform, one of the  inga basket of investrments to mimbc the  Eamiliar with the matter said.
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ding, fiell 5.9 per cent year on
ywm:r{mmher wiors:e tham expecta-
tions, while the sconamy is set to miss
ananmual 5.5 per cent growth target that.
wasalready its lawest in decabes.

But analysts have also warned over
the economic and corporate costs as the
vims sweeps China, with Apple among
rhoun-lncﬂblc Its shares slipped 1.9

o o §1300, strik-
uuu.d:hmhdmpmetnnn
Imvestors warry over disraption to its
China-basad assembly ons.
Additional reporting by Cheng Leng
Health warkers bear the brumt page 3
Apple faces earnings it pape &

Viadimir Putin has hit at the G7%
moves b cup gains from Russia’s
ol revenses, by banning sales
under contracts that comply with
the 360 price ceiling.— Facs 1

» Talwan firms up defences
Two days after China’s latest abr
drills around Taiwan, Talpei has
pledged to beef up jts defences
with lomger military service and
mare muscular training. — PAGE &
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“All the News
That’s Fit to Print™

Che New lork Eime

LATE EDITION
Today, a partly sunny sky, warmer,
more seasonable than recent days,
high 44. Tenight, mainly clear, low
34, Tomorrow, partial sunshine, high
4E. Weather map is on Page A2

MOL.CLXXID . ... No. 59,651
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DECEMBER 28, 2022
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DAMEL BREMNER FOR THE REW vORK TIMES

A security checkpoint bottleneck at Denver International Airport on Tuesday. Travelers from some 7,900 Southwest flights were stuck at airports with little recourse

A Meltdown at Southwest Will Be Felt for Days

By ISABELLA SIMONETTI
and PETER EAVIS

After a winter storm purmimeled
many parts of the country, most
airlines quickly bounced back
from delays and cancellations.
But not Southwest Airlines, which
days later is =till stroggling from
what executives and analysts de-
scribe as its biggest operational
melidown in its five-decade his-
Tory.

The bad weather, coming days
before Christmas, hit the airline
harder than the rest of the indus-
try because of inadequate com-
puter systems that made it hard
for the airline Lo get crews to wait-
ing planes and put passengers on
alternative flights, and a flight

el that allowed problems at
one airport o cascade to others.

Angry Passengers and
Warnings of Federal

C'onseqr.renmm

“This is the worst round of can-
cellations for any single airline 1
can recall in a career of more ll‘ld[l
20 years as an industry analyst."
Henry Harteveldt, who covers air-
lines for Armosphere Research
Group, said.

Thousands of travelers were
stranded at airports, and many
e Southwest had done littde or
nothing to get them to their desti-
nations. Southwest canceled more
than 2,900 flights on Monday;
serapped about 2,500 each day for
the next two days, more than 60

percent of its schedule; and said it
could take days to fully restore
normal operations

Fabian Maldonado, a construc-
riom manager from Los Angeles
who described himself as a loyal
Southwest customer, said he and
his two sons flew from Burbank,
Calif., to Sacramento on a South-
west flight on Monday, planning to
fly from there to Spokane, Wash,
But the Spokane flight was can-
celed, and Southwest did not noti-
v him, he said.

“This is really Kind of making
me rethink them,” Mr. Maldonadao
said. “The customer service isn't
there falling apart.™

In a video statement on Tees-
day night, Southwest"s chief exec-
utive, Bob Jordan, apologized o
customers. He said the airline had

Continued on Poge AIS

Stranded in Cars and Buried
In Snow: Blizzard’s Toll Rises

This article iz by Lole Fadulu, Hu-
rubie Meko and Sarah Maslin Nir,

Trapped in her car as a blinding
snowstorm engulfed Buffalo, Ann-
del Micole Taylor, 22, texted her
family that she was scared. She
had been calling emergency sery-
ices for hours on Friday but kept
being put on hold.

At midnight, with four feet of
snow piling up on the ground and
her car still stuck, she told her
family she was going to try to get
some sleep.

“That was the last time we
spoke to her” said her older sister,
Shawnequa Renee Brown, 35, who
lives in Charlotte, N.C,

Ms. Taylor was found dead in

her car on Christmas Ewve.

A certified nursing assistant,
Ms. Taylor had moved from Char-
lotte to Buffalo about two years
ago to care for their ailing father
On Christmas Day, the family
gathered in  North Carolina,
mourning at what should have
been a celebration. Ms, Taylor’'s
presents were under the tree, still
wrapped.

“It was just a erying day” Ms.
Brown said. “All day long, we just
eried”

In western Mew York, the death
toll from the punishing winter
storm  continued to climb four
days after the snow began on Fri-
day; nearly 30 people were re-

Continued on Page A15

' CHINA'S HOSPITALS

IN “TRAGIC BATTLE’
AS COVID SPREADS

UNREADY FOR ONRUSH

Emergency Room Chaos
After Benjing Lifted
Rules Suddenly

By ISABELLE QIAN
and DAVID PIERSON

Slumped in wheelchairs and ly-
ing on gurneys, the sickened pa-
tents crowd every nook and
cranny of the emergency depart-
ment at the hospital in northern
China, They cram into the narrow
spaces between elevator doors.
They surround an idle walk-
through metal detector And they
line the walls of a corridor ringing
with the sounds of coughing.

Chinas hospitals were already
overcrowded, underfunded and
inadeguately fied in the best of
times, But now with the coronavi-
rus spreading freely for the first
time in China, the medical system
is being pushed to its limits.

‘The scenes of desperation and
misery at the Tianjin Medical Uni-
wersity General Hospital, cap-
tured on one of several videos ex-
amined by The New York Times,
reflects the growing crisis. And as
Covid cases rise, health workers
on the front lines are battling
rampant infections within their
own ranks. So many hawve tested

positive for the virus in some bos-
puals that the remaining few say
they are forced o do the job of five
OF MOre co-workers.

To ensure enough staff mem-
bers are on the floor, some facili-
ties have given up requiring doc-
tors and nurses to test themselves
before work, Ome doctor in the
central city of Wuhan said her hos-
pital’s staff had been so depleted
rthat a neurasurgeon in her depart-
ment recently had to perform two
operations in one day while fight-
ing symptoms of Covid.

“The hospital was operating on
the brink,” said the physician, Dr.
Judy Pu, whose ward usually has
10 to 15 nurses and was down to
Just a pair. “About B0 to 90 percent
of the people around me have
been infected.”

Continued on Page A12

Mickey's Copyright Adventure:
Public Will Soon Own “Willie’

By BRODKS BARNES

LOS ANGELES — There is
nothing soft and cuddly about the
way Disney protects the charac-
ters brings to life.

This is a company that once
forced a Florida day care center to
remove an unauthorized Minnie
Mouse mural. In 2006, Disney told
asronemason that carving Winnie
the Pooh into a child's gravestone
would violate its copyright. The
company pushed so hard for an
extension of copyright protec-
tions in 19898 that the result was
derisively nicknamed the Mickey
Mouse Protection Act.

DASRET

“Steamboat Willie” starred an

early version of Mickey Mouse.

For the first time, however, one
of Disney’s marquee characters —
Mickey himself — is set to enter
the public domain. “Steamboat
Willie," the 1928 short film that in-
troduced Mickey to the world, will
lose copyright protection in the
United States and a few other
countries at the end of next year,
prompting fans, copyright ex-
perts and potential Mickey grab-
bers to wonder: How is the notori-
ously litigious Disney going to re-
spond?

“I'm seeing in Reddit forums
and on Twitter where people —
creative types — are getting excit-
ed about the possibilities, that
somehow it's going to be open sea-
son on Mickey” said Aaron J.
Moss, a partner at Greenberg
Glusker in Los Angeles who spe-
cializes in copyright and trade-
mark law. “But that is a misunder-
standing of what is happening
with the copyright "

The matne more complicated
than it appears, and those who try
to capitalize on the expiring
“Gteamboat Willie” copyright

could easily end up in a legal
mousetrap. “The guestion is
where Disney tries to draw the
line on enforcement” Mr. Maoss
said, "and if courts get involved o
draw that line judicially."
Continued on Page AI7

Exposing the Russian Unit Behind ‘the Road of Death’

Exclugive phone records, documents, interviews and thousands of hours of video reveal how one
Russian paratrooper unit killed dozens of people on one street in Bucha, a Kyiv suburb, PAGES A5.0

Russian City Mourns Dead but Supports the War

BY VALERIE HOPKINS

RYAZAN, Russia — Even under
athick coating of snow, the grave-
ward for Russian soldiers killed in
the Ukraine war is awash in color:
Graves are heaped with wreaths
of plastic flowers and, at each
mound, flags representing the
dead soldier’s wunit whip in the
weiracl.

On a recent Saturday, 2 worman
named Natalia grasped a brush
and carefully swept clumps of

A Base for Paratroopers
Serving in Ukraine

sticky fresh snow ofl her son's
wreaths. She removed the red car-
nations she had brought the week
before, now frozen, replacing
them with a small Christmas tree
she bought at the cemetery en-
trance.

MNatalia comes at least once a

week to care for the grave of her
anly son, who was killed in the
first days of the war after his
group of soldiers swept into
Ukraine and tried and failed to se-
cure the Hostomel airfield, near
Kyiv. What was left of his body ar-
rived in Ryazan several weeks lat-
er.

“Even when I'm sick, I come
here because 1 twrry he"s g.mng o
be bored,” she said =0,
whaose remalnsnrn\-ed]usl shy of

Continued on Page AI0

Justices Uphold
Migrant Limits
Driven by Virus

This article is by Adam Liptak,
AMiriam Jordan and Eileen Sullivan.

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court said on Teesday that
a pandemic-era health measure
that restricted migration at the
southern border would remain in
place for the time being, delaying
the potential for a huge increase in
unlawiul crossings.

In a brief, unsigned order, the
justices halted a trial judge’s rul-
ing that would hawe lifted the
mreasure, known as Title 42, which
has allowed even migrants who
might otherwise qualify for asy-
Ium to be swiftly expelled at the
border.

The court said that it would
hear arguments in the case in Feb-
ruary and that the stay would re-
main in place pending a ruling.
The justices said they would ad-
dress only the question of whether
the 1% mainly Republican-led
states that had sought the stay
could pursue their challenge to
the measure,

Justices  Sonia  Sotomayor,
Elena Kagan, Neil M. Gorsuch and
Ketanji Brown Jackson dissented.

The White House indicated that
it would comply with the Supreme
Court's order and prepare for its
review. “At the same time, we are

Continwed on Page AIG
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Kidnapping Plotter Sentenced
A judge gave Adam Fox 16 vears in
prison for scheming against Michigan's
governor in 2020 in what prosecutors
called a threat to democracy.  PAGE Al%

Attacks on 4 Power Stations
vandals broke into and damaged four
electricity substations in Pierce County,
Wash., on Sunday, leaving thousands in
the dark, the authorities said.  PAGE ald

G.0O.P. Leaders Mum on Santos
A muted response suggests that false-
hoods from Representative-elect
George Santos about his background
will probably go unpunished. PAGE Alg

Nicaraguans Join Migrant Tide
Maore than 180,MM) have crossed the

ULS. border this year, escaping poverty
and repression at home. PAGE A1Z

A Cemetery Teeming With Life
Al Pére-Lachaise in Paris, home to
Cscar Wilde, Jim Morrison and other

icons, nature is alive and well. PAGE A4

Seeking Help in Frigid Britain

Crisis agencies are being overwhelmed
as energy costs soar and vulnerable

s in chilly, drafty homes struggle
PAGE Bl

Google Challenges Utilities
Google says state-regulated utilities,
notably in the Southeast, curb its quest
for carbon-fres power, PAGE B1

SPORTS B&-8

Soccer in Argentina’s Barrios
Organized five-on-five games are in the
blood of the nation's great players like
Lione] Messi, PAGE BS

Gig Jobs and Elusive Dreams
Some of the year's best television series
depict the pressures of those trying to
make it on the marging of an sconomy
where promised riches are forever
shimmering on the horizon PAGE C1

Banned, Then in Demand

Art Spiegelman, 74, just wants to work
after a chaotic year when his Pulitzer
Prize-winning graphic novel, “Maus,”
thrust him into a national debate about

censorship and antisemitism. PAGEC1
OPINION AZ0-21
Peter Coy PAGE A20

FOOD D1-8
Restrooms Worth the Wait

A discothique, a shrine to Dolly Parton,
an ode to Iranian films: These are just a
few of the theme WCs that have become
attractions at restaurants. PAGE I3
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Jobs list

faulted in
disability
decisions

Social Security uses
guidance from 1970s
when reviewing claims

BY Lisa REmn

He had made it through four
vears of denials and appeals, and
Robert Heard was finally before a
Social Security judge who woukd
decide whether he gualified for
disability benefits. Two debilitat-
ing strokes had left the 47%year-
old  electrician with  halting
speech, an enlarged heart and
vielent tremors,

There was just one final step: A
vorational expert hired by the
Social Security Administration
had to tell the judge if there was
any work Heard could still do
despite his condition. Heard was
stunned as the expert checked his
computer and announced his
fimadings: He could find work as a
mut sarter, a dowel inspector or
an egg processor — jobs that
virtually no longer exist in the
United States.

“Whatever it is that does those
things, machines do it now” said
Heard, who lives on food stamps
and a small stipend from his
parents in a subsidized apart-
ment in Tullahoma, Tenn. “Hon-
estly, if they could see my shaking,
they would see I couldi't sort any
nuts. I'd spill them all over the
floor”

He waas still hopeful the admin-
istrative law judge hearing his
claim for $1300 to 1,700 per
menth in benefits had under-
stood his limitations.

But while the judge agreed that
Heard had multiple, severe im-
pairments, he denied him ben-
aefits, writing that he had “job
opportunities” in three occupa-
tions that are nearly obsolete and
agreeing with the expert’s duhi-
ous claim that 130,000 positions

SEE JORS 0N A6
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Democracy Dies in Darkness
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Hundreds of passengers wait to handle their baggage claim issues with Southwest Airlines at Baltimore's airport on Toesday.

Blizzard piles on misery

Southwest cuts thousands more
flights, drawing scrutiny and ire

BY JUsTIN GEORGE,
RacHEL LERMAN
AND FIANNAI SAMPSON

all carriers, with Southwest ac-
counting for more than 2,600
of the total — a problem the

airline blamed partly on tools

Southraest Airlines account-
ed for about 85 pereent of can-
eeled domestic flights Tuesday,
drawing the attention of US.
regulators  and  lawmakers
amid a days-long meltdowm of
holiday air travel that began
with a winter storm late last
weelk.

More than 3,000 ULS. flights
were cunoeled Tuesday among

for tracking and creating em-
ployee schedules, The airdine
grounded 64 percem
scheduled flights Teesday, even
s other carriers appeansd to
recover. Among other major do-
mesticcarriers, about 2 percent.
of flights were not operating as
planned, according to flight-
wracking website FlightAware.
SEE SOUTHWEST ON A6

t of its

‘Act of goodness": Stranger saves disabled man lost in storm. AS

Buffalo’s no stranger to snow.
So why was the storm so deadly?

BY BRIANNA SACKS AND
EMminy Wax - THIBODEAUX

For 14 hours in Buffalo,
emergency services techni-
cian Felicia Williams sat in-
side her snow-covered ambu-
lance without food or water,
helplessly listening to her dis-
patchers answer calls about
people freezing, mothers and
babies stranded in ears, oxy-
gen tanks running out, and
other first responders trapped
trying to get to them., In front

«of her, four ears were askew in
snowdrifts, blocking the road.

Amdl, a5 the 26-year-old be-
gan to fear that even she may
die there, Williams grew furi-
wous that Buffalo hadn't acted
=pomer to prevent people from
Ening out on the roads in the
worst storm sinee 1977,

“I think a travel ban should
have been put in place a lot
earlier,” said Williams, an
EMT with American Medical
Response in Buffalo.

SEE BUFFALG 0N AL

Buffalo: Residents begin to dig owt from catastrophic blizzard. A20
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Justices
leave

Title 42
in place

BORDER POLICY
EXTENDED FOR NOW

Biden seeks to end it
as states warn of chaos

BY ROBERT BARNES
anp Anw E. Magmsiow

The Supreme Court on Tues-
day blocked the Biden adminis-
tration’s plans to end a pandem-
ie-era policy allowing the guick
expulsion of migrants from US.
borders without the opportunity
to  seek asylum, as officials
warned of a crisis along the
southern horder.

A federal judge had ruled that
the Trump-era policy, known as
Title 42, should expire last week,
but the court’s action extends a
pause Chief Justice John G. Rob-
erts Jr imposed o give the high
wourt more time to weigh the

issue,

In Teesday's order, filve con-
servative justices sided with Re-
publican officials in 1% states,
including Texas and Arizona,
who sought to maintain Title 42,
which has been used to expel
migrants more than 2 million
times since it was implemented
in March 2020,

In effect, the Supreme Court’s
action keeps the status quo in
place by blocking the district
Jjudge's order until the court can
consider the dispute in late Feb-
ruary. But the court said it will
consider only whether the ob-
jecting states hawve the legal
standing to intervene.

While the majority did not
provide reasoning, which s

SEE BORDER ON Ad

Title 42: Pokicy's use waned under
Biden, border statistics show. A3

Captured Russian ‘trophies’ mired in

Battlefield tanks and gear
are coveted, but workers
lack the parts to fix them

BY SAMANTHA SCHMIDT,
ESABELLE KNURSHUDYAN
anp SErn KoRoLoHUR

EHARKIV REGION, UERAINE —
When Ukrainian forces came
across the abandoned Russian
fighting vehicle on the battlefield,
they knew they had found a rare
prize.

The BMP-3, armed with a
100mm main gun and a 30mm
antocannon, was one of the few of
itz kind that the Ukrainian mili-
tary had seized from the Russians
since the start of the invasion. But
about a month ago, after weeks of
being operated by Ukrainian sol-
diers, its engine and fueling sys-
tem began to fail,

Ever sinee, the Russian fighting
vehicle has been out of commis-
sion, stuck at a repair site in

SEE UKRAINE ON ALZ

IN THE NEWS

personnel carriers seized from the R

repair shops

HIDDA LEVINS PR THE WRSHIPGTON POST

Al a field ltnairdtehﬂwlﬂ:nrkivrmnn.amnlmemoebmtmonworks to fix tanks and armored
nssians,
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¥ of their former owner.

honor

BY GILLIAY BROCKELL

When the 118th Congress is
sworn inon Tuesday, its members
will walk the halls of a building
whose paintings and statues pay
homage to at least 1440 enslavers.

As part of a year-long investi-
gation inw Congresss relation-
ship with slavery, The Washing-
ton Post analyzed more than 400
artworks  in L5, Capitol
building, from the Crypt to the
ceiling of the Capitol Rotunda,
and found that one-third honor
enslavers or Confederates. An-
other six honor possible enslav-
ers — people whose slaveholding
status is in dispute.

Congress has made some ef-
forts to address the legacy of
slavery since the 2020 protests
that followed the death of George

CONGRESSIONAL ENSLAVERS
One-third of Capitol’s arl
enslavers

The Washington Post examined more than 400
artworks and also tallied images of Confederates

Floyd. The 117th Congress — the
muost diverse in history — estab-
lished Juneteenth as a national
holiday, House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif) had poriraits of
speakers who participated in the
Confederaey removed. Florida re-
placed a Confederate statue rep-
resenting the state with one hon-
woring Mary McLeod Bethune, the
first African American chosen lnr
the Mational Statuary Hall O
lection.

And on Tuesday, President
Biden signed a bill to rermove and
replace a bust of Supremse Court
justice and enslaver Roger B.
Taney — infamous for the Dred
Seotf decision denying Black peo-
ple citizenship — with one of
Thurgoaod Marshall, the first Afri-
can American justice,

SEE ENSLAVERS ON AS

Whitmer plotter sentenced Adam Fox, called
me to Kidnap the
Michigan governor, gets 16 vears in prison. A2

the “driving force™ of a s

JERRY LE WER, ASS0CTE [ FRESS

THE NATION

House Democrats
called for Rep.-elect

Feorge Santos (R-NJY.)
o resign over “lies” om
his résumé, dialing up
pressure on GOPF lead-
ership to respond. A2

THE WORLD
Europe is keeping its
thermaostats down de-
spi
in Ukraine has energy
prices sky-high and
governments in regula-
tiom maode. A
Taiwan announeed
that men will be re-

> the cold as the war

quired to serve ome vear

after falling from his
hotel room while on va-
cation in India, the lat-

terious deaths of
sian businessmen this
FeAr. ALz

THE ECONOMY
Shadowhanning i=
real, and social media
eompanies need to tell
u= exactly when and
why they're suppressing

our megaphones — and
mive us tools o appeal,
columnist Geoffrey A,
Fowler writes, A13
Sewven tips from col-
ummnist Michelle Single-
tary for preparing for a
vecession in 2023,
whether one is coming
or not, A0

THE REGION

Over a year after
Marvland passed laws
inm 2021 to increase gov-
ernment ransparency,
especially within police
departments, a host of
news organiztions and
srest groups
are suing to force agen-
cies to comply. Bi

aukl

Rep. Don Beyer

INSIDIE

jackets, cach depicting

(D-Va.) is pursuing a

degree in artificial in-
telligenee at age 72, in
hopes of using what he
learns in his legislative
wark. B

A T00-year-old Vie-
ginia woman has hand-
made more than 200

e things that mat-

The D.C. Council ap-

FOOD
New Year's ease
Six festivee, fun, exible
and foolproal snacks for
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STYLE
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COURT

REFUSES
TO LIFT
TITLE 42

In 5-4 vote, justices
grant an appeal from
I9 states to prevent a
new spike in migrants.

By Davip G. Savace

WASHINGTON — A di-
wvided Supreme Court re-
fused Tuesday to lift the
Trump-era rule that has
turned away migrants at the
border as a public health
threat.

By a 5-¢ vote, the justices
granted an appeal from Arl-
zona and 18 other Republi-
can-led states that sought
keep Title 42 in place to pre-
went anew spike in migrants
who seek to apply for asy-
Iam.

The court agreed to hear
arguments in February from
the GOP states, but its order
said it did not “prevent” the
Blden administration from
taking steps to limit the dis-
puted policy.

But the White House con-
ceded its options are limited.

“The Supreme Court’s
order today keeps the cur-
rent Title 42 policy in place
while the court reviews the
matter in 2023, We will, of
course, comply with the or-
der and prepare for the
court’s review,” sald White
House Pres. Secretary
Karine Jean-Fierre.

Last month, a federal
judge in Washington set
aside the Trump rule
adopted in March 2020,
holding it could no longer be
Justified now that the pan-
demie has faded. His deci-
sion would have lifted Title
42 and gave hope to thou-
sands of migrants who had
come to the U.S.-Mexican
border anticipating they
would e able to make a
claim for asylham.

But the court.on Tuesday
blocked that decision from
taking effect.

“This stay precludes giv-
ing effect to the District

[See Court, Al0]
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irline feels heat for meltdown

Inrax Kian Los Angebes T)

AMANDA GEVORGYAN scarches for her luggage among hundreds of bags that accumulated at the South-
west Airlines terminal at Los Angeles International Airport after many flights were canceled Tuesday.

Thousands of travelers in imbo

Mass flight cancellations have would-be passengers tryving to figure out a Plan B

By NATHAN SOLIS,
AnprEw J CaMpa,
JEsSSICA GARRISON AND
ALEXANDRA E. PETRI

Californians with vaca-
tion envy had a surefire cure
this weelk: All they had to do
was check out the scene at
any airport.

The meltdown at South-
west Airlines lefl thousands
of travelers stranded, many
without luggage or a clue as
to when they would get to
their destinations, or how.

At Los Angeles Interna-
tional and Hollywood Bur-
bank airports Tuesday. the
lines — for information, for
attempts to rebook, for rent-
al cars — snaked for hours.
Departure boards all told
the same story: Canceled
Canceled. Canceled.

Long-planned family re-
unions, wvacations, work
meetings, medical appolnt-

[See Canceled, A5]

LUIS AND RUTH Hernandez of Torrance, with their dog Sis

eies Times
i, wait for a ride

Tuesday at LAX after their Southwest Airlines flight to Omaha was canceled.

Bad weather, outdated
tech, vulnerable flight
patterns cause ‘perfect
storm’ for Southwest.

By GraceE TOOHEY,
MarooT ROOSEVELT
AND ALExaNDRA E. PETRI

As chaos at Southwest
Aldrlines brought misery to
thousands of frustrated
travelers and growing scru-
tiny from U.S. regulators
and lawmakers, many in the
aviation Industry sald the
massive cancellation of
Nights by the nation’s largest

domestic carrier was far
from surprising.
Industry experts and

union leaders for Southwest
employees cited the compa-
ny's outdated technology
and vulnerable operations,
both of which are particu-
larly susceptible to any
disruptions, much less mul-
tiple coast-to-coast weather
events.,

“This was the perfect
storm,” said William MeGee,
a senior fellow focused on
aviation for the American
Economic Liberties Project.
“Other [airlines] dealt with
this and came back from
this: Southwest was sort of
brought to its knees. It de-
serves to be blamed for not
being more resilient.”

Of the more than 3,000
flights canceled Tuesday
across the U.5., about 85%
were Southwest’s, according
tothe flight tracking website
FlightAware. Thousands of
the airline's passengers were
stranded in airports across
the nation — not to mention
its crew members. In Califor-
nia, hundreds of flights have
been delayed or canceled
through the end of the week
— making up much of the
Southwest schedule.

The U.S. Department of
Transportation said this
week it plans an Inguiry into
the source of the airline's
massive problems._

Although the company

[See Southwest, A5]

Havoc wreaked
on holiday plans
Chaos has been a night-
mare for families, inclu
ing columnist Sandy
Banks'. CALIFORNLA, B

PEOPLE wero 23% less likely to order red meat if the fast-food menu had labels

warning that those meals had a negative

affact

on the climate, researchers found.

Would you like to try fillet of
‘LLow Climate Impact’ fish?

Special fast-food
labels could help cut
beef industry’s carbon
footprint, study finds.

By ToNY BRISCOE

Could ordering a Mo-
Chicken, as opposed to a Big
Mac, helpin the fight against
climate change?

To fend off the disastrous
effects of global warming,
many people have been will-
ing to trade in their gas-guz-
zling cars, install solar pan-
els on their roofs or dial
down their energy use.

But on any given day.
more than a third of Ameri-
cans find themselves eating
fast food, which serves
up a significant portion
of elimate-burdensome red
meat. What customers de-
cide to order may be a mat-
ter of personal preference,
but experts say it has
tremendous implications for
the amount of planet-warm-
ing gases emitted from
farms.

In a study published
Tuesday in the Journal of
the American Medical Assn.,
researchers  polled more
than 5.000 adults nation-
wide to gauge whether plac-
ing climate-impact labels

on fast-food menus might
persuade customers to
make more environmentally
friendly cholees.

They found customers
were 23% less likely to order
red meat at a fast-food
restaurant if the menu had
labels warning that those
meals had a negative effect
on the climate. Customers
were nearly 0% more likely
to order a more climate-
friendly option, such as
chicken orfish, il those items
had labels promoting them
as climate-friendly.

“IF, at a population lewvel,
we made even just some mi-
nor shifts to the way we

[Sewe Labels, A10]

State Bar says it’s finally
serious about rogue lawyers

Girardi’s downfall
prompted a two-year
reckoning, with
promises of reform.

By MaTT HAMILTON
anD HarriET Rvan

Up until two years ago,
the regulation of California’s
lawyers was not something
many people outside the
profession Zave much
thought. Thenthe legendary
Wilshire Boulevard law firm
Girardi Keese collapsed
under circumstances that

transfixed both the Golden
State's power structure and
the nation's reality TV fans.

Tom Girardi, political
influencer and renowned
champion of the downtrod-
den. had been stealing from
clients for decades, It
emerged in court records
and media reports. And his
wile, Erika, Maunter of dia-
monds and eouture on “The
Real Housewives of Beverly
Hills,” had been enjoying,
perhaps unwittingly. an opu-
lent lifestyle underwritten
by cheated clients_

In this evolving melo-
drama, the spotlight eventu-
ally came Lo rest on a new vil-

lain: the State Bar of Califor-
nia, the regulatory agenecy
responsible for licensing
266,000 lawyers and protect-
ing the public from corrupt
ones.

“In the past. 0.1% of the
California population gave a
damn about what the State
Bar was doing,” said state
Sen. Tom Umberg, the Or-
ange County lamyer who has
been chair of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee since
2018. These days. he said.
“community members go,
“What are you doing about
thisthing? This is horrible." =

Revelations about Gi-

[See Lawyers, A7]

Russia says Kyiv
poses a threat
Moscow demands the
demilitarization of
Ukraine and claims that
the West is fueling the
conflict. WwoRLD, A3

Man gets 16 years
in Whitmer plot
Prosecutors call Adam
Fox the “driving force™
urging recruits to kid-
nap the Michigan gov-
CrNor. MATION, A4
Weather

Clouds clear =

L.A. Basin: 6b/51. B6

85944

7

TaA¥FUN COBEUN Anadolu Agency

READY FOR SOAKING

A surfor rides a skimboard at Crissy Field in San
Francisco. The Bay Area could get. 8 to 12 inches
of rain over the next 12 days. CALIFORNIA, B1

BUSINESS INSIDE: Here’s what to do if your flight is canceled because of the storm. A6
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EL PODER JUDICIAL DESBLOQUEA LA RENOVACION DEL ALTO TRIBUNAL

El Tribunal Constitucional abre
una etapa de mayoria progresista

Los progresistas votan por
*sentido institucional”
candidatos de la derecha

REYES RINCON, Madrid
El pleno del Consejo General del
Poder Judicial eligio ayer por
unanimidad a los magistrados
del Supremo César Tolosa (con-
servador) y Maria Luisa Segovia-
no (progresista) para el Tribu
nal Constitucional. Eran los dos
candidatos propuestos por el
sector conservador, que desde
el inicio de la negociacion recha-
zoo al magistrado propuesto por
los progresistas. De manera ines
perada. el bloque progresista de-
cidio apoyar “por sentido institu-
cional™ a esos candidatos para
poner fin al blogueo, que ya du-
raba seis meses,

El Partido Popular y la dere-
cha judicial habian denunciado
el asalto del Gobierno al Tribu
nal Constitucional porgue con
la eleccion de estos magistra-
dos, obligada por ley, cambiaba
la mavoria en ese drgano. Du-
rante los nltimos nueve anos, el
Constitucional ha estado domi-
nado por una mayoria de magis-
trados que designd el PP. Con la
eleccion de ayer, serdn mayori
tarios los magistrados de ten-
dencia progresista elegidos a
propuesta del PSOE. Esa situa-
cion puede manienerse nueve
aios si los resultados electora
les no dan mayorias abrumado
ras a ninguno de los dos blo-
ques. PAcie, 14

alos vy César

Maria Luisa Segoviano
Tolosa serdn
los nuevos magistrados

Durante los ultimos nueve
anos ha tenido mayoria de
jueces designados por el PP

Pedro Sinchez, ayer durante su comparecencia en La Moncloa. -

DRER WAL

El Gobierno quita el IVA a alimentos basicos
y da 200 euros a 4,2 millones de hogares

El plan contra la inflacion prorroga el tope al alquiler de viviendas hasta junio

J. L. ARAMDA / P. CHOUZA

J. MARCOS, Madrid

El nuevo paguete anticrisis para
paliar los efectos de la guerra en
Ucrania suprime el IVA para ali-

Solo habri ayuda
estatal al transporte
urbano si ponen su
parte las autonomias

mentos bdsicos como el pan, la
leche, los huevos y las verduras:
reduce del 10% al 5% el IVA para
el aceite y la pasta, y aprueba un
cheque de 200 curos para 4.2

El descuento de 20
céntimos al
carburante solo sera
para profesionales

millones de hogares con ingre-
sos anuales inferiores a 27.000
euros. Ademas, se prorroga el to-
pe al alquiler de viviendas du-
rante otros seis meses. Las medi-

Los impuestos
alaluzyel gas
seguirdan rebajados
seis meses

das aprobadas ayer por el Conse-
jo de Ministros cuestan mas de
10,000 millones de euros y entra-
rin en vigor el proximo domin-
go 1 de encro. Phamas 37 & 40

El servicio
ferroviario de
cercanias continuara
siendo gratuito

PZE v 29

Un soldado ucranio, ayer en Yampil.

GUERRA EN UCRANIA

EL PAIS se adentra con
el ejército de Kiev en el
frente del Donbas

“No nos dan
respiro pero
nosotros a
ellos tampoco”

MARIA R. SAHUQUILLO, Yamipil
ENVIADA ESPECIAL
El comandante Ginger se sacude
el barro de los pantalones, apoya
un pie en un drbol derrumbado v
sc ajusta el Tusil. El esfuerzo es
inatil. El bosque esta cuajado de
lodo. A la derecha v a la izquier
da. violentas explosiones sacuden
la arboleda de las Montafias Sa
gradas, en la via hacia Kremina,
uno de los bastiones de Lugansk
ocupado por Rusia en abril, en los
primeros compases de la inva-
sion. “No nos dan respiro, pero
nosotros a ellos tampoco”, dice el
CAPItAN UCTAMID.  Pasa & LA PAGINA 2

Lui; Barcenas, ayer en Madr.lvci_

Barcenas, de
la carcel a
colaborar en un
comedor social

OSCAR LOPEZ FONSECA, Madrid
El extesorero del PP Luis Barce-
nas, condenado a 29 anos de pri-
sion por su implicacion en la
Giirtel, trama de corrupcion
vinculada al PP, estrend ayver el
régimen de semilibertad. Saldra
casi a diario del Centro de Inser
cion Social Victoria Kent, situado
en el centro de Madrid, para cola-
borar en el comedor social de una
OMNG, segin su defensa. Pacia 20
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ClarinX

Demandade autotest por

Riquelme

Va por todoel poder en Boca

Sin hablar de candidaturas, el vice present6 su agrupacion,
“Soy Bostero™y pidié apoyo paraganar laselecciones. rss

faltade hisopadosdel Eshdu

Enlasextaolade Covid, crece
' laventa en las farmacias. es

Tema del dia » Reaparicion publica después de la condena por corrupcion

No renuncié a nada, estoy
proscripta, dijo Cristinay
ataco muy duro ala Corte

Enunactoen Avellaneda, la vicepresi-
denta negd haber renunciado a postu-
larse a alguna candidatura el ano que
viene, pese aloque habia afirmado
después de conocerse la sentenciaen
lacausa Vialidad. “Ni renunciamiento
ni autoexclusion; acd hay proscrip-

cidn’, dijo, pese aque, al no estar firme
la condena, no hay impedimentos pa-
ra que se presente. Acusd al “partido
judicial” de influir “en la calidad de vi-
da de todos los ciudadanos”, Y fustigd
ala Capital por el presupuesto que tie-
ne, frente a Avellaneda o Quilmes. r.3

Del Editor

Ricardo Roa

Cristinay Ferndndez
siguen en lo suyo, igualito
que el délar

Acampe en el jardin.
Grabois y militantes, con la
casa de Joe Lewis de fondo.

Grabmsyplqueteros, okupas en unacasafamosa

Unaos cien militantes, encabezados por el dirigente social K Juan Grabois, ingresaron de modo ilegal a la casa del empresa-
rio Joe Lewis en El Bolsdn, aduciendo que son tierras publicas. Agredieron y amenazaron a una mujer que trabaja alli. pw

IBA A PUNTA DEL ESTE

Susto y fuegoenel
rio por el incendio
de un barco

Elvate habia partidode San Fernando
rumbo a Uruguay. Par causas que atin
noestdn claras, lanaveempezdain-

cendiarse frente a Costanera Norte. Los

tres tripulantes no alcanzaron adar

una sefial de alerta. Un buque de draga-

do, que estaba en el puerto porteno, avi-
s a Prefectura, y se coordind un opera-
tivo con otras dos naves deportivas que
estaban cerca para rescatar a los hom-
bres, que fueron llevades al hospital
Fernandez, fuera de peligro.ps

REPUBLICA ARGENTIMA, ARO LXXVI N' 22685 - RECARGD ERVIO AL INTERIOR: § 50,00 - PRECIO DE LOS OPCIOMALES, EN EL INDICE DE LA PAGINA 50,

MAS TENSION CAMBIARIA

Elddlar blue,
sin techo: llego
a$356yya
subio 30 pesos
en unasemana

El paralelo sigue batiendo récords
yaver subid $10.El alza alcanzd
también a los ddlares financieros.
Esel mayorvaloren 2022 yen los
tres afios de gestidn de Alberto
Ferndndez. La suba del blue ame-
naza con reactivar el crecimiento
delainflacién silatendencia al-
cista semantiene.pg

LA TORMENTA DEL SIGLO EN EE.UU.

Morir de frio
en el auto por
elrescate que
nollego

La ola polar provocd al menos

63 muertos. Muchos murieron en
susvehiculos, con hasta 30° bajo
cero. Algunos se intoxicaron con
mondxidode carbono, después de
un encierro de horas, con lacale-
faccidn encendida. A otros los ma-
td el frio. La tormenta v la nieve
acumulada impidieron la llegada
de los rescatistas. r20

HASTA EL 28 DE FEBRERO

Los enfermos
crénicos pueden
seguir usando
recetas por mail

El Ministerio de Salud dio una par-
cial marcha atrds y permitira que

par dos meses pacientescon trata-
mientos prolongados puedan usar
recetas por WhatsApp. Es por el re-
chazoy los trastarnos que provocd
lamedida anunciada el lunes. r.26
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Quem
perdemos

Ano levou J& Soares,
Isabel Salgado, Gal
Costa, Claudia
Jimenez e outros
icones da TV, da
musica e do esporte

Iustrada Bé6
Livros subiram de
prego, ganharam
mulheres e viram
censura a espreita

Politica AS

Brasileiros
otimistas

Para 60% dos
brasileiros, 2023 sera
melhor do que 2022,
diz Datafolha. Com
mais polarizacao, a
taxa caiu ante 2021

Ciéncia BS

Mundo celebra os
200 anos de Pasteur,
cientista francés que
mudou a histéria

QUARTA-FEIRA, 28 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2022

R$ 6,00

Tebet aceita Planejamento,
mas fica sem bancos oficiais

Senadora do MDB, simbolo da coalizao pro-Lula, queria cargo na area social

Terceira colocada no primei-
roturno deste ano e simbo-
lo da tentativa de Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva (PT) de montar
uma base de apoio além da
centro-esquerda, Simone Te-
bet aceitou integrar o futu-
ro governo do petista.
Asenadoraem fim de man-
dato pelo MDB-MS serd mi-
nistra do Planejamento.

A decisao ocorreu apos
Tebet ver sua pretensio de
ccupar o Ministério do De-
senvolvimento Social, drea
de grande visibilidade pa-
ra seus planos politicos, ser
frustrada pelo PT.

Lulachegouaofertaraela
o Meio Ambiente, que aca-
bou com outra aliada insa-
tisfeita, Marina Silva (Rede).

O partido de Lula também
impediu que uma outra de-
manda de Tebet fosse aceita:
apossibilidade de que o Pla-
nejamento também abrigas-
se Caixa e Banco do Brasil.

O formato negociado de-
ve manter o Planejamento
com parcerias e investimen-
to, mas dividindo funcgdes
com Fazenda e Casa Civil.

MILITARES ENSAIAM A POSSE, E EQUIPE DE LULA PEDE SEGURANCA CONTRA AMEACAS

Soldados ensaiam subida de Lula na rampa do Planalto, que ocorrera domingo; time do presidente eleito pediu fechamento da Esplanada dos Ministérios para varredura ja nasexta politica A6

Manifesto alerta

para mudancas

no saneamento

Apds grupo de Cidades da
equipe de ransicio de Lu-
lasugerir a criagdo de um
novo marco do saneamen-
to, barrando concessdes e
privatizagies, associagoes
do setor enviaram carta ao
governo eleito apontan-
do retrocesso. Mercado A14

Bernardo Guimardes

Politica econémica
nao comega com
bons pressdgios
Economistas aprenderam
muito sobre desenvolvi-
mento e produtividade
em 30 anos. Pelo trabalho
académico do futuro tita-
lar Guilherme Mello, esse
aprendizado estard ausen-
te da Secretaria de Politi-
ca Econdmica. Mercado A18

EDITORIAIS A2

Autocontengdao

Sobre normas do STF pa-
radecisbes monocraticas.

Receita incerta

Acercade arrecadagao do
governo federal em 2023.

Haddad nao quer a prorrogacao
da desoneracgio de combustiveis

Mercado Ald

Saide amplia vacina da Covid
a criangas de 6 meses a 4 anos

Saride B4

TRANSPORTES AVANCAM E ATRASAM SOB O PSDB EM SP

Aras vai ao STF
contra indulto do
caso Carandiru

O procurador-geral Augus-
[0 Aras acionou o Supremo
Tribunal Federal contra
indulto de Natal dado por
seu aliado Jair Bolsonaro
(PL) a condenados, inclu-
indo policiais militares que
participaram do massacre
de Carandiru. cotidiano B2

Governo nao sera
aparelhado, diz
futuro ministro

Anunciado paraaSecreta-
ria-Geral da Presidéncia, o
deputado federal Marcio
Macédo (PT-SE) afirma
que 0§ movimentos soci-
ais terdo no governo fede-
ralum enderego para levar
seus pleitos, mas que nio
o aparelhario. politica A7

- au N
Eduarde KnappyFelhapress

Trecho abandonado do Rodoanel na zona norte de S3o Paulo, projeto com atrasos que superam dez anos e que simboliza alguns
dos problemas na drea de transportes nos 28 anos de gestao tucana no estado, marcada também por melhorias cetidiano 51

As duas pastas serdao li-
deradas por petistas. A Fa-
zenda também ird receber
controle sobre o estravégi-
co Conselho de Controle de
Arividades Financeiras, ho-
jesob o BC. MercadoAl3eAl4

Sdnia Guajajara serd a
12 ministra dos Povos
Indigenas cotidiano B2

Padro Ladoira/Fothapress

Lula pede fim
negociado de

protestos, mas
admite retirada

O futuro ministro da Justi-
¢a, Flavio Dino, disse que
Lula quer o fim pactuado
dos atos que pedem um
golpe militar contra sua
posse dia 1°, mas que “se
nao houver essa providén-
cia, outrasserfo tomadas™.
A descoberta de uma
bomba com um bolsona-
rista no sabado aumentou
oalertaacerca da seguran-
¢ada ceriménia, e Dino foi
ao governador do DF dis-
CUtir 0 caso. Politica A6

Tarcisio tera de
cumprir 1 promessa
a cada12 dias em SP

O governador eleito de Sao
Paulo, Tarcisio de Freitas
(Republicanos), precisard
CUMPrir uma promessa a
cada 12 dias de mandato
para honrar 0s 124 com-
promissos na eleicio. Sa-
ude e infraestrutura sao
0s mais citados. politica A4

ATMOSFERA

Sdo Paulo hoje
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La crise des transports creuse
les fractures territoriales

Une grande déconnexion entre les métropoles et les petites villes, ainsi qu'entre Paris
et les régions, est a 'ceuvre. La dégradation des réseaux suscite I'exaspération des Francais.

Dans les Hauts-de-France, le
Limousin, le Grand Est ou en
Normandie, dans cette « Fran-
oe periphérique » si bien décri-
te par le géographe Christophe
Guilluy, les Frangais sont exce-
dés. Quotidiennement, ils vi

vent un cauchemar pour aller
travailler dans la ville d"a cote,

rallier Paris, retourner chez
eux. Avec la criante diminution
de I'offre de transports et la ca-
cophonie sur les lignes - trains
en retard ou supprimés, gre

ves, vétusté du rail, travaux -,
c'est la grande déconnexion
entre les métropoles e les peti

tes villes, entre les régions et la

capitale, qui est a 'ceuvre, Une
tectonique  inexorable qui
pousse aux fractures territoria-
les, a I'isolement, en pleine ére
de la technologie et des com

munications. Usagers, €lus lo-
caux et chefs d'entreprise ti-
rent la sonnette d'alarme,
craignant pour la vitalité de

leurs territoires. Pour le géo-
graphe Laurent Chalard, nous
sommes arrives «auy limites de
la mefropolisation =, de cet
« Ftat central qui ne pense que
par et pour les grandes métrapo -
les, sembilant ignorer les problé-
matiques de développement du
reste du paays -,

- ENTRE PARIS ET LIMDGES,
LES VOYAGEURS DU POLT
RACONTENT LES GALERES
SUR CETTE LIGNE

D'UN AUTRE AGE

- LAURENT CHALARD :
«NOUS VOYONS LES LIMITES
DE LA METROPOLISATION »

PAGES 2, 3ET LEDITORIAL

LAmérique paralysée
par le «blizzard du siécle»

Depiis prrés d'une semaine, les Frats-Unis sont frappés par une tempéte hivernale d’une rare intensité. La situation s"amé-
liore mais une cingquantaine de personnes sont mortes. L' état d'urgence a été décrété dans la région de New York. Paces

EDITORTIAL po i St kit
Sur le quai

ux citadins qui - peut-étre -
éralent en passe de I'oublier, les
grévistes de la SNCF se sont
charges de le rappeler le week-
end dernier : vaste est la Fran-
ce, d'est en ouest et du nord au sud, quand,
faute de wansports, les distances s'étirent.
Quand Marseille ne se situe plus 3 moins de
trois petites heures et demie de la « capita-
le», mals 4 une grosse journée de route ; ou
que rejoindre ses proches au vert dans les
environs de Vannes ne demande plus deux
heures, mais trois fols plus au moins - pour
les chanceux qui aurcnt pu grimper dans
un car ou se glisser a I'arriere d'un covoitu-
rage les rapprochant a peu prés du but. La
France des grandes villes, celle qui courait
en mocassing de TGV en adroports, expéri
mente i son tour le piétinement.
Les habitants de Saint-Just-en-Chaussée ou
de Monestier, les ruraux, comme les ban-
lieusards, le savent, eux, depuis un moment :
Intercités, TER, RER... les transports sont
désormais plus imprévisibles que le temps!
La «France périphérique» ne compte plus
les heures passées sur le qual.
Dans une societé « liquide », ol chacun est
sans cesse sommée d'étre « agile » | elle subit

quotidiennement les frottements a 1'an-
cienne de I'espace et du temps et la décré
pitude des matériels roulants,

Le monde entier se déplole sous ses yeux, 4
portée d'écran, mais, sous ses pieds, bien
peu de réelle « mobilité » : la liberté de ces
Frangais « dépossédés» d'eux-mémes, de
la vie comme elle allait, si bien dépeints par
Christophe Guilluy, se réduilt en méme
temps que le maillage des regions se delite,
sous le coup de la desindustrialisation et
des injonctions
antivoiture des
bobos - sans
compler aujour-
d'hui la hausse
de I"énergie.

11 est frappant de voir combien 1"affaisse-
ment des institutions autrefois garantes de
ce bien commun gu'est I'aménagement du
territoire fragilise aujourdhui la puissance
publique.

Comme si, dans la géographie, sur le ter-
rain, se matérialisait cette Impossibilité 4 se
retrouver par-dela les divergences, cette
faillite de 1'universalisme dont I'Etat et le
politique étaient a la fois les inspirateurs et
les garants. B

Délitement
du maillage
des régions
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Politique :
les gagnants
et les
perdants

de I'année
2022

L'année qui s’achéve n'aura
pas la méme saveur pour tous
les politiques. Douze mois du
rant lesquels les équilibres po-
litigues ont €1¢ remodelés,
permettant 1"éclosion de nou-
veaux visages ou le déclin de
certains autres. Fabien Roussel
pour le PCF ou Aurélien Pradie
pour LR ont par exemple su se
servir de 2022 comme d’un
tremplin. A I'inverse, Anne
Hidalgo ou Jean- Michel Blan-
UEF O CONMNIL, €1X, UNE « a11-
nus horribilis » PAGES4ETS

Cc



3% Shared destiny

China-Japan ties have evalved
* bevond political differences

,ﬁ.: iEJ WORLD, PAGE 10

WEDNESDAY, December 28, 2022

Xi outlines
targets for
top leadership

Building political capacity to serve people
stressed at annual perforrmance review

By XU WEL
P R N T A

Kl Hnping, general secretary of the
Commaunist Party of China Central
Commitiee, has called on members
of the Party's wnp leadership to heep

ity 1o promete
rrve the
peopleand pn-n-nruulcl dhefase risks.

In remarks made at 8 meeting of
the Politicad Bures of tse CPCC

the most unpumun fior
bor officials from the z-l—rnembur
body to conduct their duties.
Political Burean members reflect-
ed on their performances and
reviewed Lhose of their colleagues, as
part of the Party’s traditional practice
of criticism and self-criticism at the
annual meeting, which is usually
held at the end of the year,
is yenrs mesting centered on
uphelding the Party’s overall besder.
ship, falkwing o preope-centensl
svelapment philosophy and exer
strict governance over the

Xi urged the senior officials o
exercise  strict  selfdiscipline, as
reqquirer] of Margst stupsmen, and
w0 improve their capacity to analyze
and fudge general trends in domestic
and global affairs.

They should always bear ino mind
mjor issues of the country, be adept
at planning for majo es fior the
coaifiEry and Party, deliver benefits
1o thee peapleand win their support,
Xi said.

The Poditical Burean members
sairl 0T Wi a year of “extreme
portance” in the history of the
Pty and Stabe. The nation was abie
o respond to shocks from fuctors
that went bevond expectations,
secure positive econombe growth,
maintain a seady job market and
stabbe commiodity prices, and ensure
food and energy security as well as
peagle’s living standands,

Thesy stressed the need to carry for-
ward the CPCs great founding spirit
and work in o umited way 10 ensane
the Mation s a good Start on jts
Journey b bl a modern socialist
POUREEY in all pespests et year,

Xi stressed that implementing e
requirements from the BHth CPC
HNational Congress is the top politi-
cal task for the entire Party, now and
I the future. Members of the Politi-
cal Burean must lead the Party on
this front.

He reiteratend the need to uphokd
the centralizod and unified leader-
ship of the CPC Centmal Committes,
and warned that the Party and the
COUNEFY can accomplish  pothing
withonst firm and strong leadership
o th itrm] Comimitbes,

The Chinese path o modernis-
ton is an unprecedented endeavor
thiat requires exploration and inmo-
wation, and imposes fresh and higher
demands on Party ul nd ofickuls
at various levels, e said,

It is important for officials at vari-
o kevels to undertake their duties
to translate the grand visions oat-
Hned at the congress into reality, he
saidl, ndleling that officials must er
Formy their responsibilities with
zero complacendy and a proactive
it

The condiset of oficials, especially
senaor offeckals, Nas alwigys been a key
indicator for the Party and socety,
and members of the Political Bunesw
shouhd place emplosis o0 corvecting
pointhess formalities and bareaucrat-
ke acts, Xi sald,

He encouraged senior officlals to
make more frequent irips to grass-
roots areas to learn about real situa-
tions and create an atmosphere for

rassroots officinls and the peopls
totell the truth and speak from their
hearts.

The CPC has always repre:

el

the fundamental interests of all Lot
Bl and has never stood Up for e
/ partic interest

lege-seeking class,

Members of the Politial Bureau
must take the lead in assuming dean
governance and self-discipline as
well as the political duty for Party
governane, b said,

He ealled on the members 1o dis-
cipline their family memibers and
relatives, as well as thedr associates,
v resent thesrs from seeking unjis-
Eifialile Denefits With teeir power of
indienee,

Blizzard conditions

A man attempts to chear snow off his reof on Monday in Butfalo,
Mew York in the United States. A brutal blizzard killed at least two
dozan people in Mew ¥ork state. while the nationwide death toll
from tha sevare winter storm reachad 57 on Tuesday.

JOHN HORMILE ¢ GETTY IMACES See story. page 12
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Trawelers walk through Beijing Ca,
B, inbound passengers will o longes need to quarantine. Tik

Inclusivity in art
Wheelchair user shares videos, hoping
to raise public awareness LIFE, PAGE 18
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I International Afrport on Tuesday, the same day the State Council announoced that, starting on lan

i WG/ REUTERS

China to lift quarantine for inbound passengers

By CUTJIA
i E chinadaily, comi on

People arriving in China from
abiresd] for work, business, sty or
Eamiily rewmmions will no longer pesd
b quAmAting sarting o0 B,
nevording b the latest changes in
the country's COVITMaS  policy
Inboume pecsengers will sl nead a
negitive nucleic ackl test 48 hours
before departure and have o wear
protective masks onboard fights,
the State Council’s Joint Prevention
and Cortrol Mechsnism annoanced
om Toesday:

Testing on arrival will alse be
scrapped beginning on Jan 8, and
passengers will not be subjected e
any special restrictions during their
stay in Chires as borsg as their health
deckamtions are normal and they
o of the disense
rotine hemlth check™
UG CUStOms.

Since March 2020, travelers w0
the Chinese mainknd have been
required o quarantine, typically
for Up o 21 days, ot designated
hotels. The quarantine policy,
which has evolved over time, cur-
rently requires five days of quaran-

tine at A centralized facility, fol-
lowed by thiree days at homie.

The Swte Council sid that
restrictions on entry of internation-
al Flu.,hr_\'culll:uI.'Iu-'lll.-llfJue'i\lIL
i rule under which a country
o) ainaly ainse flight af one air-
sirgle roate just snee per
werk — will be lifted as well

According to Lhe annoineement,
restrictions on out boand travel will
be relaxed, while visa arrange-
ments for foreigners wanting o
enter the country for work, busi-
niess, study or family reundons will
be improved.

Nation to downgrade virus management

By WANG X1AVU
maRgTRoE chinadariy s

Clvina will downgrade its man-
agement of COVID-19 from Class
A to Class B on Jan B, a move
made possible by the redsced vir-
ubence of Omicron, expanded
vaccinations and increased treat-
ment and CMETEENCY response
toalks, officials and experts said on
Tuesday.

The  (oWTEr:
change w Chi
Y. Ieeans inbound travelers will

maiur

id in a document
released on Monday:

solation of infected people,
tracking of chose comtacts and
sification of at-risk arcas will be
serapped. Testing services will be

avaikalile for those wanting to ke
a test, and reporting of epidemic
information, which is currently
published u'ur will be pubilistsed

\r'l.mmml'-'l.emrlhrcim-
mission, said at a news briefing
that Chinas COVID-13 conirol
work has entered a new phase and
has a new mission,

Ew Virws, poge +

Economy expected to rebound next year

By DUYANG SHLILA
oupngshifia g chinadaily com.n

Despite facing headwinds anmd &
harsher coermal environment, Chi-
nA% Coonony s set o recover
steadily next year, with an amnti
parted rebound in econommic activity
and gradual retum to npormaloy of
work and Fife, acconding to expers.

They said that while: l.‘.f)’\"ll} 18
outhreaks ¢ LU b curds
fartory n the <hn¢1 LIty
the ecomaomy will Eradually st
lize with the implementation of
optimized COVIDY containment
NS ITes Andl SIPOIEer Maciecn-
nomic policy suppart, such as tar-
Reted  property  SeCiOT  SUPPOTL
relief measures for howseholds and
a push for infrastrctore spending.

Ther comments came as dal
redensed on T w the Nation-
il Biresd of 5 s showe that
the profits of Clinas major indis-
trinl companics comtracted at a
faster pace between January amd
November, a8 renewed COVID-10
outhreakis and shrinking demsan
wieighed on ExCtory activie:

Indlustriad profits fell 16 percent
i‘ﬁr—lm -vear in the first 11 months
of 2, acconding to the MBS,
compared witha 3 percent decline
I the first 10 months.

dheng Houcheng, director of the
Yingda Securities Research Insti-
tute, said the drop in indastrial
profits is in line with the skowing
growth of industrial production
and falling producer prices.

China’s industrial outpat gres
2.2 percent year-on-year in Movem-
ber after a5 percent rise in Octaber,
Mennwhile, the prodiseer price
inelisx, o il of ikl rial profitn
bility, sty in Negative territory
for the second month in a row in
November, rekindling  worries
albt showing demand and weak
activiry.

Dresmpite the overall gl of indus-
trial profits, “Toesdays (detailed)
data showed that the business
profit stractare of industrial firms
continues o optimize, as profits
earned by some midstream and
downstream industrial erterprises
post an uptick in profit marging
with the help of government meas-
ures o ensume stable prices amnd
sugpilies, reduce taooes and fees, and
incrense financil suppor” sl
Fhol Manliil, a MeToeconmbe
analyst ot Chinag Everbright Bank.

Profits in the equipment. mam-
Escturing industry jumped 3.3 per-
cent  vear-on-year  between
Jameary and Nevember which was
01 percentage point higher than

the figure for the first 10 manths,
acrording to the NES.

Looking abesd. Zhou expecied
1o see a gradual Improvement in
findustrial profits nest year.

Lanzise Liw, senior sconamist st
Eritish think tamk Cecford Econom-
s, said that while a surge in OOV-
IDycases and uncertainties peint to
a weaker authook in the fArst quar.
fer of Tt Year, tw o
gradually recow
with rrscro poliey ensing.

Amid a slew of measures
focused on supporting the neal
estate sectorn, recent high-level talk
“sugpests tha fscal palicy will take
a front seat in stimulating domes-
tic consumption nexst year, while
authorities keep monetary condi-
sanrachled.

B sald on Tuesday that
China has updated its 2021 GDP
grwth to f4 percent from the 8.1
percent rdensd in January, mis-
ing the comparison base for Chi-
nas GOP expansion tis Ve

Despite expected gromah pres-
sures and extermnal challenges,
iohal eXecutives remain optinis-
the abaout China's econosic vitality.

Jeffery Liu, vice-president of US
material schenee giant Corning Ine,
said that China has always been a
strategie market for the company,

The National Immigration
Actmimistration anroareed an Toes-
day that it willl resumme issuing pess-
parts fo Chinese citizens wanting to
arrive i or depart from the Clrinese
nkand. Tt will aleo start granting
it anl Ly Permits o thise trav
aling d from the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region.

Ser Tovnriam, poge &
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NEW DAWN
BREAKS IN
BATTLE
AGAINST
COVID-19
Focus now on
vulnerable groups

and patientsin
serious condition

By WANG XIAOYU

hie shift of foens in China's

COVID-19  eontainment

strategy signals a new

dawn in the battle against
ithe virus, accond ing to officials and
EXpens,

%depth

c onthreaks of the diseass i
ding the most vulnersbile mroups
amd dedicating all-out effors b tre-
img pratbenis in serions condition.

W anyou, ehief epidemsologist
at the Chiness Center for [Disense
Contral and Prevention, sald the
coumtry will be hit by three waves of
COVIDAIS this winter, with the first
centering on urban areas until the
michfle of next month.

The second wave will be trig-
gered by increased movement dur-
ing Spring Festival from
January to mid-Febronry, whike the
third, from late Febroary to mid-
March, will be linked to migrant
employess reanrFmng w their work-
places, Wi said during a speech
titled “How to stride over the dark-
mess bedore the dawn’

Fer COVID, puge 2







