610_u4877

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

[; DOW JONES

s Lo

ek W

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022 - VOL. CCLXXX NO. 147

WSJl.com

dde Ak 55,00

DNA 3337548 & 52674 1

MNASDAGQ 1070937 & 1.5%

STOXX 600 421.44 & 1.7%

T0-¥YR. TREAS. & 0.007, yield 3.684%

OlL £72.29 & 52,

GOLD £1.E15.90, unch

EURD $1.0607 YEN 132.46

what = | Zelensky Appeals for More Aid

News
Business 2 Finance

wo associates of FTX

founder Bankman-Fried
have pleaded guilty for
their roles in fraud that
contributed to the crypto-
currency exchange’s col-
lapse and are cooperating
with federal investigators, A1
+ Bankman-Fried was

transferred to ULS. custody to
face criminal changes after a
judge in the Bahamas ap-
proved his extradition. AG
# LS. existing-home sales
slid in November for a 10th
straight month, extending
a record streak of declines
as high mortgage rates and
home prices pushed mamny
buyers out of the market. Al

# U.S. stocks rose, boosted
by consumer-confidence
data. The S&P 500 and
Masdaq both gained 1.5%,
while the Dow added 1.6%. Bl

# Citadel to re-
turn about $7 billion in
profits to its clients on the
back of what is expected to
be its most profitable year
ever, said people familiar
with the firm. B1
+ After years of wrong-way
bets, inwestors shorting the
shares of Tesla hawe made
£15 billion in collective
gains in 2022, according to
data from S3 Partners. Bl

* Musk said Twitter was
on track to post negative
cash flow of $3 billion a
wear hefore the company
slashed costs in part by cut-
ting thousands of jobs. B4

# Hundreds of Tyson Foods
employees plan to leave
the company as it consoli-
dates its corporate offices
to northwest Arkansas next
year, according to people
familiar with the matter. B1

World - Wide
-

# Ukraine’s Zelensky said
his country would never
surrender in its fight
against Russia and urged
Washington to ramp up
military aid in an impas-
sioned speech before Con-
gress that unfolded as the
war enters its 1ith month. Al
# The Biden administration
announced a nearly $2 bil-
lion arms package for
Ukraine that for the first
time includes a Patriot
air-defense system. A8

# The IRS's audits of
Trump's tax returns were
thinly staffed and at times
unusually deferential to the
former president’s tax advis-
ers, acconding to a nonparti-
san report from congres-
sional tax specialists. Al, A4

# Efforts to quickly pass the
SL.65 trillion ommnibus spend-
ing bill were derailed by a
fight over border policy late
Wednesday, as a weekend
deadline to approve the pack-
age and avoid a government
shutdown crept closer. Ad

# Life expectancy in the LS.
fiell again last year to the low-
est level since 1996, federal
data showed, after Covid-19
and opioid overdoses drove
up the number of deaths. A3

4 The Talibamn b d girls

speech was met with bursts of applause, including from Wice President Kamala Harris and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

In speech to Congress,
Ukraine's president
says nation will never
surrender to Russia

Bv Ken THoMAS
A ANDREW RESTUCCIA

WASHINGTON —Ukrainian
President Wolodymyr Zelensky
said his country would never
surrender in its fight against
Russia and urged Washington
to ramp up military aid in an
impassioned speech before
Congress that unfolded as the
wear enters its 11th month.

Speaking in a packed House
chamber, a deflant Mr. Zel-
ensky touted Ukraines suc-
cesses on the battlefield and
said the West was united in its
opposition to Russia®s inva-
sion. It capped a whirlwind,
roughly eight-hour wisit to
Washington that included an
Owal Office meeting with Prosi-
dent Biden and a joint news
conference at the White House.

“Against all the gloom-and-
doom scenarios, Ukraine didn’t
fall. Ukraine is alive and kick-

Please turn fopage A8

* Ukraine steps up defense of
Bakhmut.... AR

Bankman-Fried Associates Admit
Fraud Charges in FTX Collapse

By Cormne Ramey
AND Dave MicHARLS

Two associates of FTX
founder Sam Bankman-Fried
have pleaded guilty for their
roles in frawd that contribured
to the cryptocurrency ex-
change’s collapse and are co-
operating with federal investi-
Eators.

Caroline Ellison, the former
chief executive of Alameda Re-
search, a trading firm tied to
FTX, and Gary Wang, FTXs
former chief technology offi-
cer, both pleaded guilty to
criminal offenses similar to
those Mr. Bankman-Fried was
charged with last week.

Damian Williams, the US.
attorney for the Southern Dis-
trict of New York, announced
the charges and plea agree-
ments in a video posted online
Wednesday night. Mr. Wil-
liams called for others who
participated in alleged miscon-
duct at FTX or Alameda to
come forwanrd,

“We are moving quickly and
our patience is not eternal,” he
said.

The announcement came
shortly after Mr. Bankman-Fried
had been transferred to US.
custody in the Bahamas, where
he was arrested last week.

Ms. Ellison, 28 years old,
pleaded guilty to seven counts,

including wire fraud and con-
spiracy to commit securities
fraud, according to her plea
agreement, which was signed
Monday. Mr. Wang, 29,
pleaded guilty to four counts,
including wire fraud.

Ilan Graff, a lawyer for Mr.
Wang, said in a statement,
“Gary has accepted responsi-
bility for his actions and takes
seriously his obligations as a
cooperating witness.” An at-
torney for Ms. Ellison declined
to comment.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission and Com-
modity Futures Trading Com-
mission also sued Ms. Ellison
and Mr. Wang, alleging they

committed civil securities and
commaodities  fraud. EBoth
agreed to settle the SEC's and
CFTC’s claims and to accept li-
ability, with monetary penal-
ties to be decided in the fu-
Ture, according o the
regulators.

Mr. Bankman-Fried, 30, is
expected to appear in federal
court in Manhattan as soon as
Thursday. Prosecutors hawve
charged him with eight crimi-
nal counts, alleging he de-

Please furn to page AG

#+ Bankman-Fried is transferred
to US. custody ...

# Binance draws calls for mo
transparency .- — AG

Consumer Data
Boost Markets

Stocks got a lift from gains
in consumer confidence. B1
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Netflix Braces for
Sharing Crackdown

Putting a stop to borrowed passwords
without alienating viewers will be a challenge

By Saran KROUSE
AND Jessica TOONKEL

The end of password shar-
ing is coming to Netflix
soon—and it will be a chal-
lenge for both viewers and
the streaming giant.

The company has put off
this moment for years. Re-
searchers inside Netflix Inc.
identified password sharing
as a major problem eating
into subscriptions in 2009,
people familiar with the situ-
ation say, but the company
was worried about how to
address it without alienating
consumers. Then Cowvid lock-

downs hit, bringing a wave
of new subscribers, and the
effort to scrutinize sharing
petered out.

Metflix didn’'t pursue a
plan to crack down widely
on the practice until this
year, as subscriber losses
mounted. At a company
gathering outside Los Ange-
les early this year, Co-Chief
Executive Reed Hastings told
senior executives that the
pandemic boom had masked
the extent of the password-
sharing issue, and that they
had waited too long to deal
with it, according to people

Piease turn to page AIO

from attending primary

versithes to women, effectively
instituting a total ban on the
education of females. A18
* Officials are warning
people to prepare for severe
winter weather as a deep
freeze sweeps across much
of the U.S. this week. A3

# Died: Franco Harris, 72,
MFL Hall of Famer, A2
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Drivers Can’t Find Your Number

=

% %

Workers delivering packages hunt for
addresses under Christmas decorations

By EsTnEr Func

with one click, shoppers
expect items to be shipped to
them with alacrity and preci-
sion, across conti-
nents and oceans,
Why then, do so
many people make
it hard for delivery
drivers to  find
their homes?

Tiny house num-
bers, perhaps OK
for hawks or eagles but not
human drivers in a moving ve-
hicle, are among the top pet
peeves, drivers say. So are
Christmas  decorations  or

Could be ammwhere

snow blotting out mailbox
nmumbers. House numbers
spelled out in cursive are a
pain.

Ditta for those in Roman
numerals: Time is
lost when workers
have to drive by IV
or V¥ times to find
the right house.

Steve Spitler, a
seasonal  delivery
driver covering
routes south of At-
lanta, recently reached a
driveway that had three
houses. Only one had a house
number and it wasn't the ad-

Please turn to page AIO

IRS Trump Audits Are Found
Limited in Staffing, Scope

The Internal Revenue Ser-
wvice's audits of Donald Trump's
tax returns were thinly staffed
and unusually deferential to
Mr. Trump’s tax advisers, ac-
ng to & nonpartisan re-

By Mark Maremornt.
Richard Rubin
and Joe Palazzolo
port from congressional tax
specialists.

At times, only a single IRS
agent was assigned to exam-
ine Mr. Trump's complex tax
returns, with insufficient sup-

port from specialists, accord-
ing to the report by the staff
of the Joint Committee on
Taxation, which provided the
information to the House com-
mittee that voted to release
the former president’s tax in-
formation.

The TRS initially limited the
scope of some audits, with an
agent noting in internal docu-
ments that Mr. Trump's pro-
fessional accounting firm and
lawyers “perform the neces-
sary activities to ensure the
taxpayer properly reports all
income and deduction items

correctly,” the report says_
While the IRS often strug-
gles to audit the retwrns of
wealthy taxpayers with sophis-
ticated advisers, the portrayal
in the report suggested the
agency had more trouble than
usual grappling with the
daunting task of examining the
returns of a sitting president.
“Every rich person's tax re-
turns are prepared by lawyers
and accountants,” said Daniel
Please turm o page A4

# Panel calls for Trump loans to
be scrutinized by IRS.... Ad
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SPORTS
The Mew York Mets
sign infielder Carlos
Correa to cap MLB's
highest payroll. A14

WORLD NEWS
Metanyahu says
he has backing to
form a governing
coalition in lsrael a18

U.S. Home Sales Fall
For 10th Month in Row

By NicoLe FRIEDMAN

.5, existing-home sales
slid in November for a 10th
straight month, extending a
record streak of declines as
high mortgage rates and home
prices pushed many buvers
out of the market.

Sales of previously owned
homes declined 7.7% in Novem-
ber from the prior month to a
seasonally adjusved annual rate
of 4.09 million, the weakest
pace since May 2020, the Na-
tional Association of Realtors
said Wednesday., November
sales fell 354% from a year
earlier. The series of monthly
drops is the longest on record
in data going back to 1999,
MAR said.

Existing-home sales hawe
dropped about 37% from their
recent peak in January. Mort-
gage rates surged to above TH
in early November from 3.1% at

the end of 2021, That boosted
expectad Ortgage payments
for many buyers by hundreds of
dollars a month, driving many
shoppers out of the market.

This year's sharp housing-
market slowdown marks a ma-
jor way the Federal Reserve's
aggressive interest-rate in-
creases are rippling through
the economy. The central bank
raised rates seven times this
vear, including in November
and last week, in an effort to
combat high inflation by slow-
ing spending, hiring and in-
vestment.

.S, consumer confidenoe
rose sharply this month, to its
highest reading since April,
because of easing inflation
pressures and a resilient labor
market, the Conference Board,

Please rurn ro page A2

# Heard on the Street: Reason to
bet on housing recovery.._.. ELZ
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Lessons for pensions from the gilts crisis
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The unease behind Argentina’s celebrations

LUCINDA ELLIOTT, PAGE 14

In Washington
Zelenskyy
travels abroad

walodymyr Felenskyy walks alongside
Rufus Gitford, chief of protocol af the
U, as he arrives in Washington yester
day on his first trip outside Ukraine
since Russia invaded his country mose
tham 300 days ago.

The Ukraine president was set to
meet joe Biden, his US counterpart,
befare addressing a joint sesslonof Con-
gress last night.

Zelenskyy landed at a critical
moment in the fight against Russia's war
as afficials in Kyiv warned Moscow was
preparing fora winter offensive.

The Ukraine leader wrote in a Tele-
gram post: *1 am in Washington today to
thank the American peaple, the presi-
dent and the Congress for their much-
needed support.”

Shortly before his arrival, the Biden
administration anmounced $1.85bn in
mew lethal assistance for Ukraine,
Zelenskyy boosted page 7

US tech retreat from European offices
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piles pressure on continent’s landlords

e Rapid expansion halts e Bid to cut space in London and Dublin @ Homeworking spurs pullback

GEGRGE HAMMOND AND
CRISTINA CRIDOLE — LOWDON

Big Tech groups are ditching offices that
are part of their European headquarters
a3 a cooling econony brings the sector's
yearsof rapid expansion to a halt.

Google's parent Alphabet, Pacebook
parent Meta and enterprise software
glant Salesforce are among the US
gmot o abandon leased office
space in London and Dublin, sccording
to people familiar with the plans.

The moves come as the companies
respond to the downturn in tech stocks
with cost cuts, inclading by shedding
fjobs. The pullback is a mew setback for
landlords alveady facing their biggest
chiallenge since the 2008 financial crisis.
Ofifice values sre numblig on both sides
of the Atkantic becanse of rising interest

Buyout firms barge into
the US emergency room

Private equity Firms have salzod on 3
Teature af the disjointed LS heslthcans
sysTem in which emergency dochons do
not work for the hospitals whera they
operate. Over lve years some of The
bigest groups have snapped up The
companies that amploy ER medics.
The swoop ks thicwn up Bwsults
Trom doctors’ groups and Insuranoe
companies that threaten tha stabilty
ol 3 life-saving Indusiry now saddied
with billlans in debil affer the buyouls.
The: buyout knife » Facs 7

raies, an increasingly bleak economic
outhook and Increased

Meanwhile, demands from staff to
work remotely during the corcnavirus
pandemic have tarned somse tech com-
pandes into accidental landlosds that are
now joatling to sublet surplus space ina
challenged property market.

“walk round amy of those [Big Tech)
affices and there is a higge amount of
space given over to mon-fee generating
functions which look very generous,”

Alphabet, Meta and
business software giant
Salesforce are seeking to
ditch leased office space

said Chris Lewis, who advises office
COTUPETS 3t PROpErty Comipany DeVond
Cresa, “The amount of space taken was
taken by a really ambitious view of
headcoant.”

Google plansto leave at least one of its
London offices — in Belgrave House,
Victoria — next year, according tothree
people familiar with the matter.

Belgrave House is its former London
headquarters but Google's lease across
several floors on the building was draw-
ng to anend, these peopbe said.

That move Is part of a broader
shake-up. with the company intending
o move most staff into its £1bn office in
King's Cross, now under construction.

The closure has been accelerated
because ane in 10 of Google staffl has
chosen to work from home

permanenily, according to a person
Eamibiarwith the operations.

Gonogle is also exploring subletting or
abandoning more of its existing rented
office space soross London, scoording to
people familiar with the company’s
plans. Google declined to comment.

Meta signed a lease on a 310,000
square foot affice in Fitzrovia in central
Lomdon kst year but is now trying to
sublet the block without ever having
moved in, according to people with
kmwiledge of the deal. The company is
also locking for new tenants for han-
dreds of thousands of square feet in
Dublin which it had intended to ocoupy.

Chief execurtive Mark 2uckerbergsaid
the company’s “real estate footprim™
would be “shrunk” to cul costs, with
ybrid workers asked to share desks.

| Wood's Ark fund sheds nearly $50bn in |

assets since 2021 peak after tech sell-off

HARRIET AGNEW — LOKDOM

Cathle Wood's Ark Investment Man-
agement has lost almost $50bn in
assets from its stable of exchange
traded funds since Its 2021 peak, high-
lighting the scale of this year's losses in
speculative tech stocks.
“Total assets across Ark’s nine ETFs have
slumped to $11.4bn from a peak of
$60.3bn in February last year,
o Morningstar.
This was led by steep declines in its
Ark Disruptive Innovation ETF,

known by its ticker ARKK, which has
lost abeaut two-thinds of its value this
year and is on track for its worst-ever
anmusl L

“ark Innovation’s results have been
horrendous this year and very disap-
pointing for investors,” said Robby

% gsk a M

which in April downgraded the ETF to
5 =

The steep fall highlights how growth
investors such as Wood have been
wrongfooted this year as the US Federal
Heserve and other central banks glo-
bally called time on a decade-long
period of cheap money with a serles of
interest rate hikes to combat inflation.

This has prompied a sell-off in tech
stocks, notably fast-growing and boss-
making companies, which are seen as
susceptible 1o rises in interest rates that
diminish their potential future returns.
Imvestors have rotated into value stocks
that look cheap compared with metrics
much s book valise and profits.

ARKK isthe largest of pal strat-

shaping the fulture, covering areas rang-
ingz From space exploration and fintech,
A rubatics and the genomic revalution.

The Magship ARKK'Ss shares are down
roughly 65 per cent this year, lingering
at a five-year low and underperforming
ithe tech-heavy Nasdaq, which is down
22 per cent nthe same period.

“A huge driver of the underperform-
ance has been stylistic in nature . . glo-
bally, growth stocks have suffered and
value stocks have been more resilient,”
said Greengold.

ARKK's three largest positions are
video plathorm Zoom, a Covid-1% win-
ner that has given up its pandemic-era
gains; Exact Sclences, a provider of

cancer

egies that combine an ETF structure
with an ability to pick stocks. Wood
secks to identity the handiul of compa-
nies that can make exponential gains by

1g and prog-
nostic testing, and electric-wehicle
maker Tesla, whose shares are down
more than 60 per oent this year.
Arkdeclined to comment.
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Such moves mirror efforts in the US,
where the s trying to find ten-
amts for its buil ding in Fremeont, Califor
mia. 1t has also pansed a plan to expand
in Austin, Texas, and is instead sublet-
ting, Meta has also terminated leases on
two of its three offices in Manhattan,
Hew York.

Salesforce, which owns workplace
messnging platform Slack, confirmed
that it will sublet part of a floor in its
tower in the City of London.

Amamon Web Services and Microsoft
intended to expand in London before
the pandemic but have put the plans on
hold, according to ane office leasing
agenit inthe capital.

Amazon and Microsoft did mot
immediately respond o reguests for
OIS,

L.U.C TIME TRAVELER

= Musk defends ‘cutting
costs like crazy” at Twilter
Elon Musk has argued that the
social media platfarm would have
negative cash, flow of $3bn a year
were it not for his actions. — pasE
TESLA SLIDE, PAGE & LEK, PAGE 18

= Putin bolsters war chest
Blussia’s president has hit back at

Financed without “Hmits™— pasE 1

= Trump taxes unvelled
A summary of returns has shown
Donald Trump paid $1.8mn in
Federal income tax 2005
and 2020, as well as vigorous use
of losses and deductions.— PasE 2

» Chinese deficit hits record
Beijing's budget shortfall has hit a
record high as a meltdawn in the
property sector and X1 Jinplng's
recently eased zero-Covid policy
weighed on the economy.— PasE

= Brussels scandal deepens
The EL commission has said it
willl sk ex-member Dimitris
Avramopoulos to explain bis role
for a camipaign group at the heart
of a Qatar-linked scandal — pace 2

= FTX founder set for US
U5 extradition, paving the way

For him to face charges over the
Failed crypto exchange.— pace &

Festive fretting
% who sy price rises make
Phos Christmas moee stresshal

Price rises are causing exiva siress is fhe
ran-up ta Christman. sceording 1o @ pell
o 17 counsriss. Om aveesge, 5 per comt
aay ey ar mor ansious aboul prie
Foan faat pear. Baramians ace the mast
stressed, Hramdisrs sre the bt wormed

ONE




“All the News
That's Fit to Print™
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LATE EDITION
Today, cloudy and dry as high pres-
sure departs, high 46, Tonight, rain,
heavy at times, low 45 Tomormow,
rain ends, windy Arctic air moves
gh 56. Weather map, Page AZ(0.

WOLOCLXXIT .. ..

MNo. 59,645

£ 2022 The Mew York Times Company

MNEW YOREK, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2022

£3.00

KERKT HOLSTOMTHE MEW YORK TIMES

Addressing Congress on Wednesday, President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine presented a flag signed by members of the military.

U.S. Predicts Impasse as Ukraine War Endures

This article is by Julion E. Barnes,
Helene Cooper and Eric Schmite.
WASHINGTOM — As the war
in Ukraine spoon enters its second
year, Ukrainian troops will find it
much more challenging to reclaim
territory from Russian forces who
are focused on defending their re-
maining kand gains rather than
making a deeper push into the
country, American officials say.
Over the course of the first 10
months of the war, the Ukrainian
military has with significant
American SUPPOrT — OUHmanes-
wered an incompetent Russian
military, fought it to a standsti
and then retaken hundreds of
sqguare miles and the only regional
capital that Russia had captured.
Despite relentless Russian at-

Russia Learns Lessons
That Could Change
Tide of Conflict

tacks on civilian power supplies,
Ukraine has still kept up the mo-
mentum on the front lines since
September. But the tide of the war
is hikely to change in the coming
months, as Russia improves its
defenses and pushes more sol-
diers to the front lines, making it
more difficult for Ukraine to re-
take the huge swaths of territory it
lost this year, according to 1.5,
FOVErNMENT ASSESSMEnts.

All of these factors make the
most likely scenario going into the

second year of the war a stale-
mate in which neither army can
take much land despite intense
fighting.

“I dothink that it is far easier for
Ukraine to defend territory than
oo go on the offensive to recaprure
perritory” said Ewvelyn Farkas, a
former senior Pentagon official
and Russia expert. “We need to be
providing Ukrainians the neces-
sary equipment and raining to do
thar.”

President Volodymyr Zelensky
of Ukraine asked for such assist-
ance when he met President Bi-
den and addressed Congress on
Wednesday evening, his first visit
outside the country since the start
of the wan

Owver the past six months,

Continued on Page A8

Calm Before Holiday Storm

Blizzard conditions are expected for Lake Michigan in Chicago and across the country. Page A21.

Putin Admits
Battle Failures
But Fights On

By ANTON TROIANOVSHI

After months of blistering as-
sessments from inside and out-
side Russia that his war effort in
Ukraine lacked even the basic re-
sources necessary to ail,
President Viadimir V. Putin deliv-
ered his own verdict on that eriti-
cism on Wednesday @ It valid.

In an unusual acknowledgment
of Russia’s shortcomings in a
speech at the Ministry of Defense
in Moscow, the Russian leader
ticked off a list of areas his mili-
tary must improve on. He de-
<lared that drones must be able to
communicate targeting informa-

ion through encrypeed channels
in real time." He said the military
needed to “improve the command
and control system™ and its ability
to strike back at enemy artillery.

And he nodded to the wide-
spread reports of soldiers' being
sent Lo the front without basic
equipment, illstructing officers to
pay attention o “medical kits,
food, dry rations, uniforms,
foorwear, protective helmets and
bullet prool vests”

But far from an admission of de-
fear, Mr Putin’s reference to his
army’s woes reflected his defiant
message on a day when Ukraine’s
president put on a show of unity
with the United States: Russia
will keep fighting.

“We have no limits in terms of
financing,” Mr. Putin said,
ing that Russia would E\Pnluall}
prevail in Ukraine. *The country
and meguvernmemarepmmmg
everything that the army ask:
— everything™

Continuwed on Page AT

Speaker Ban at Berkeley l.aw School Incites Free Speech Fight

By VIMAL PATEL

©Om the first day of the fall se-
mester, Erwin Chemerinsky, the
dean of the law school at the Uni-
wversity of California, Berkeley,
learned that a student group cre-
ated a bylaw that banned support-
ersof Zionism from speaking at its

avents.

Mr. Chemerinsky said he rarely
usad profanity bur did so in thar
moment, As a constitutional law
scholar and co-authar of a book
about campus free s h, Mr
Chemerinsky sadd that he knew
the group, the Berkeley chapter of
Law Students for Justice in Pales-
tine, had the legal right to exclude

speakers based on their views,

But he also knew the bylaw,
which eight other student groups
also adopted, would be polarizing
within the Law school and used as
acudgel by forces outside of it

In hindsight, he sald, he under-
estimated the response. The swory
“wyent viral in a way that [ could
have never possibly imagined,” he

said,

The controversy, pushed along
anline by conservative commen-
tators, hits two of the pressure
po:nts in campus politics voday.

try. And some critics of academia
have cast left-wing students as
Continued on Page AlS

AID ISN’T ‘CHARITY,

ZELENSKY ASSERTS

BEFORE

CONGRESS

He Seeks More Support and Vows Victory
— Biden Offers Missile System

By MICHAEL . SHEAR and ZOLAN KANNO-¥OUMNGS

WASHINGTON — President
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraime
delivered an emotonal wartime
appeal 1o a joint meeting of Con-
gress on Wednesday night, telling
Americans that “your money is
not charity” and vowing that his
people would eventually secure
an  improbable victory apgainst
Russia on behalf of all free na-
tions.,

“Against all odds and doom-
and-gloom scenarios, Ukraine did
nm Eall”™ Mr. chc-nakg.- said in halt-

but forceful English from the
da:s in the House chamber, wihere
he was greeted with extended ap-
plause from lawmakers.,

“Ukraine is alive and kicking
he said. “And it gives me good rea-
som to share with you our first
Joint victory: We defeated Russia
in the battle for minds of the
world,”

In blunt terms, Mr. Zelensky
pleaded for more military assist-
ance from the lswmakers, who are
poised to approve $45 billion in ad-
ditional aid by the end of the week,
bringing the total over a year to

nearly $100 billion. His message:
Wour support has kept President
Wiadimir V. Putin of Russia from
overrunning our country. MNow
keep it coming.

“We hawve artillery, yes, thank
you” he said. “We have it. Is it
enough? Honestly, not really”

Mr: Zelensky's visit to Washing-
ton — kept secret until the eve of
his arrival for security reasons —
was a dramatic show of confi-
dence by Ukraines leader, who
had not left his country since M
Putin began his assault 300 days
ago.

In the space of 24 hours, just
days before Christmas, Mr. Zelen-
sky few from the battered front
lines of a country plunged into
darkness by Russian air attacks to
the marble-lined rooms of the
White House and the Capitol,
where he repeatedly thanked
Americans for being partners in
Ukraine's battle to survive,

Dressed in his wartime uniform
of an olive green sweater and

Continued on Page A6

A resident of Kamianka, Ukraine, who i

after her house was destroyed. The town has no electricity.

Musk’s Tweets
Only Aggravate

Tesla’s Troubles

This article is by Jack Ewing.
Daisulke Wakabayashi and Melissa
Eddy.

Production headac! on thre
continents. Intensifying competi-
tion. A plunging share price. Anda
distracted chief executive seem-
ingly bent on alienating some of
the company’s most loyyal
CUSOMErs.

A growing list of problems ar
Tesla, the world's most valuable
car company, is puncturing its
mystigue as the segment’s tech-
nology leader, leading analysts
and investors to question whether
it can continue to dominate the
market for electric vel s

At the center of investors' con-
cermn is Elon Musk, the chief exec-
utive, whose high-profile pur-
chase of Twitter has overshad-
owed his Tesla role at a critical
moment in the automaker's rela-
tively short history

Tesla is straining to ramp up
production at new factories in
Awustin, Texas, and outside Berlin.
Covid reswrictions and dysfunc-
tional supply chains, a problem for
all carmakers, have led to inter-
mittent shutdowns at Tesla's fac-

Continued on Page A 14

Debate Mounts
On How Trump
Avoided Audits

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
and ALAN RAPPEPORT

WASHINGTON — The LR.S.
subjected both President Donald
I. Trump's predecessor and his
successor to annual audits of their
tax returns once they took office,
spokespeople for Barack Obama
and President Biden said on
Wednesday, intensifving gques-
tions abour how Mr Trump es-
caped such scruting until Demo-
crats in the House started inguir-
ing.

Late Tuesday, a House commit-
tee revealed that the Internal Rev-
enue Service failed to audit M
Trump during his first two vears
in office despite a rule that states
that “the individual tax returns for
the president and the vice presi-
dent are subject to mandatory re-
view” But its report left unclear
whether that lapse reflected gen-
eral dysfunction or whether M
Trump received special  treast-
ment.

The disclosure of routine audits
of Mr. Obama and Mr. Biden dur-
ing their time in office supgested
that the agency's treatment of Mre
Trump was an aberration

Continued on Poge A19
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Netanyahu on Cusp of Power
After weeks of talks, Benjamin Netan-
wahu said he had formed a new Israeli
eoalition that would return him to office
just 18 months after he left it.  PAGE alo

Crypto Executives Plead Guilty
The former chief executive of Alameda
Research and a founder of FTX are
cooperating in the federal criminal case
against Sam Bankman-Fried. PAGE Bl

TIF

Mets Add Another Superstar
When a deal with the San Francisco
Giants fell apart, Carlos Correa didn®t
meed much o head east. Just 315
million from Steven A, Cohen.  PAGE BS

Steeler With ‘Immaculate” Snag
Franco Harris, a Hall of Fame running
back who won four Super Bowls, made
one of the most memaorable receptions
in N.EL. history. He was 72. FAGE BS o

Lydia Polgreen
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LEGAL WEED, BROKEN PROMISES

ome pot farm workers
face exploitation, misery

Immigrants who grow cannabis endure abuse, wage theft, threats,
squalid conditions — even death. Regulators ignore their plight.

Sareth Sin, 67, died upright, seated in
. on Christmas Day. He
was asphyxiated by flumes from the gen-
erator he ran to chase the desert chill out
of a cannabis greenhouse on the eastern

a plastic chai

edge of Los Angeles County.

Leuane Chounlabout. T8, was found
lifeless, lying on his back surrounded by
a tangle of electrical cords connecting
heat lamps to a greenhouse generator
outside Palmdale. He had arrived two

days earlier to help harvest.

Miguel and Rufino Garcia Rivera. 28
and 36, collapsed on the Moor of a desert
greenhouse not far away that reeked of
diesel and pesticide fumes. The broth-
ers, recent arrivals from Mexico, died of
carbbon monoxide poisoning near the
small cannabis plants they had been

hired to cultivate.

For millions of consumers, the legal-
ization of cannabis has brought a multi-

By Paige St. John and Marisa Gerber

billlon-dollar industry out of the shad-

ows and into brightly lit neighborhood

dispensaries.

[See Cannabis, AS]

An un

Fhotographs by BRIAN vax DER BRUG Los Angeles Times

A CANNABIS worker. top, consoles his girlfriend during a raid on
ensed farm in San Bernardino County. Above, a toddler
plays with her mother and other pot farm workers in Oregon.

latimes.com

Z.clensky tells
Congress: Aid
‘is not charity’

In rare wartime wvisit,
Ukraine’s leader says
his army is defending
democracy globallyv.

By TRACY WILKINSON,
COURTHNEY SURBRAMANIAN
anD Novam D. MocCasKILL

WASHINGTON — Mak-
ing a dramatic, risky
wartime visit to Washington
on Wednesday, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky strategized privately
with President Biden at the
White House and then, tore-
peated standing owvations,
delivered an impassioned
plea to Congress for sus-
tained U.S. military ald.

“¥our money is not chari-
ty.” Zelensky told the unusu-
al joint session of Congress
on Wednesday evening. "It is
an investment in global se-
curity and democracy that
we handle in the most re-
sponsible way.™

The Ukrainian leader,
fresh from the front lines
and making his first known
trip outside of his country
since Russias invasion 300
days ago, pressed a message
of thanks 0o “ordinary”™
Americans for their support
while also making the case
for more help.

Throughout the day, he
wore his drab olive fatigues
as a glaring reminder of the
war back home, even as he
sat on the upholstered
chairs of the Oval Office or
addressed the suits and ties
of Congress.

In addition to warm wel-
comes from Biden, adminis-
tration officials and en-
thused members of Con-
gress, Zelensky was greeted
with the president’s an-
nouncement of $L8 billion in
new aid, including a sophis-
ticated Patriot missile bat-

tery that Kyiv has long
sought.
But despite  mutual

praise and appreciation and
[Soe Ukraine, AG]

It’s a red-tagged
holiday for some

Quake leaves dozens
of houses unsafe and
numerous homeless
days before Christmas.

By MacKENZIE Mavs,
SusANNE RUST AND
JEssICA GARRISON

RIC DELL, Calil. — As
aftershocks rumbled and
crews worked across Hum-
Boldt County on Wednesday
afternoon to restore water
and power knocked out by
the powerful earthguake
that struck earlier this weelt,
Kevin Mcniece rushed to his
former home, hoping to beat
a code enforcement team so
he could grab some of his
possessions before access
was blocked.

Residents are no
longer in the dark

Crews restore power to
TLO00 customers aftor
the temblor hit the re-
Eion. CALIFORNIA, B2

He was too late. The
quake-batiered structure
had already been red-tapged
by the time Mcniece, 37, a
sawmill machinist, arrived
o Ery to salvage some of his
belongings, including his be-
loved record collection,
worth thousands of dollars.

He could only peer help-
lessly through what used to
be his kitchen window at the
damage: cupboards blown
open, fire retardant stains
on the ceiling and shattered

[See Earthgualke, A14]

Dive boat passengers tried
to escape fire, video shows

By R TARD WINTON

Following the horrific
Conception boat fire in 2019,
authorities offered a small
solace: The 33 divers and one
erew member had died of
smoke inhalal n and may
have perished in their sleep
without suffering.

That theory was called
into gquestion when some of
the dead were found to have
been wearing their shoes,
leading investigators o
speculate they had tried to
escape before the ship was

engulfed in flames.

Now, more than three
years after one of the coun-
try's deadliest maritime ac-
cidents, a sobering piece of
evidence has put the gues-
tion to rest. showing conelu-
sively that the divers were
awake and searching for a
way off the boat, in the min-
utes after crew members
had jumped into the water.

A24-second video federal
investigators recovered
from a wvictim's badly dam-
aged phone recorded the
relatively calm, but inereas-
ingly desperate scene as

smoke seeped below deck
into the dive boat's bunk
room, according to relatives
of two unrelated victims who
viewed the footage, as wellas
authorities involved in the
Investigation wio con-
firmed the contents of the vi-
deo.

In the wvideo, "the fire
alarm is going off ... you see
smoke coming in from some
of the fans and down the
stairwell,” said a man who
lost his sister in the fire.
“People are walking around
looking for a way to get out.

[See Dbvers, Add]

GERE J. PUSKAR Associated Press

FRANCO HARRIS DIES

A statue in Pittsburgh depicts 1972's

“Immacu-

late Reception™ by the Steelers running baclk. The
Pro Football Hall of Famer was 72. CALIFORNIA, BS

Netanyahu says
he has a coalition
The designated Israeli
prime minister’'s new
government would be
the nation’s most right-
wing ever. WORLD, A3

Storm could
holiday trawvel

As millions venture out,
forecasters predict
heavy snow and ice
across a broad swath of
the LS. maTION, A4

Weather
Partly sunm,
L.A. Basin: ‘?0.’47. B6
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CancLys COLE Los Angelss Times

SYSTEMS ENGINEER Pranay Mishra clears dust from ForeSight, a modeal of
MNASA's Mars lander InSight, which had been studying the red planet since 2018,

A farewell to Mars lander’s
twin at JPL as mission ends

By CORINNE PURTILL

Pranay Mishra reached
doren to the floorof his work-
place and scooped a handful
of what might be the closest
thing on Earth to the feel of
Martlan soil.

“his is actually unproe-
essed garnet,” he said, sift-
ing the gray granules in his
palm. Tiny ruby-colored
Mecks caught the light.
Mixed with diatomaceous
earth, a fine powder of algae
fossils often used by garden-

ers, the coarse gray stufl
makes a decent substitute
forthe density and texture of
Mars” dirt. The only differ-
ence is that on Mars, no one
has to clean it up.

“I've torm up three pairs
of shoes working in this,"” the
JPL systems englneer sald,

laughing. “It follows you
home, TEs in your car, it's in
your house — iU's every-
where,”

More than 50 million
miles HWAY, a eritical

amount of actual Mars dust
has covered the solar panels

of NASA's InSight lander,
which had been studying the
red planet’s crust, mantle,
core and seismic activity
since 2008. With the solar
panels out of commission,
the batteries can't generate
enough voltage to keep the
spacecraft's instruments
online, prompting the land-
er to power itselll down and
bBringing the mission to an
official end. MNASA an-

nounced Wednesday.
InSight was designed to
go out this way. And when it
[See Lander, A11]

BUSINESS INSIDI

- Tesla’s stock has plunged this year, and 2023 doesn’t look good. A10
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2 office
convicted in
fatal chase
in District

One guilty of murder,
both of obstru
2020 pursuit of moped

By Pavr DuGaas

Two D.C. police officers were
found guilty of obstructing justice
and one of them was conwvicted of
second-degree murder Wednes-
day in connection with a 2020
vehieular chase that killed a
voung Black man on a maoped and

destructive ecivil unrest
by hundreds of demonstrators
oartside a city police station.

After deliberating for five days
in a trial that began Oct. 25, a jury
im LS. District Court in Washing-
ton found Officer Terence Sutton,
@8, guilty of second-degree mur-
dier in the death of 20-year-old
Earon Hylton-Brown, who
crashed his rented moped during
a pursuit that prosecutors said
viclated police policy and was
conducted in an illegally reckless
fashion.

Sutton and his co-defendant,
Lt. Andrew Zabaveky, were con-
vigted of conspiracy and obstruet-
ing justice in what authorities
sald was an attempt Lo cover up
the chase and the seriousness of
the crash on the night of Oct. 23,
20020, Jurors returned guilty ver-
dicts on all charges against the
officers, bath of whom are White.
Zabavsky, 54, was not charged
directly in Hylton-Brown's death.

At a time of raw racial tensions
nationwide following the police
killing of George Flogd in Minne-
apolis in May 2020, the crowd

SEE VERDICT 0N AL6

Weight-loss
drugs a boon.
save fm' some
in dire need

BY LAURIE MCGINLEY
AND LENNY BERNSTEIN

Rachel Graham has battled
excess weight for yvears, cycling
through trendy diets, wvarious
drugs, even bariatric surgery
Nothing worked for long. But last
summer, she started a new medi-
cation, and today is 40 pounds
lighter — and =till shedding
weight.

“It uzed to be that if I saw food,
I would want to eat it,” said the
54-year-old Graham, who is 5-
foot-T and 190 pounds. “Now, if 1
hivve three or four bites of food, T
don't want to eat more

The drug she's taking, Mounja-
m by Eli Lilly, is part of a new
crop of therapies that experts are
hailing as a medical milestone —
a long-sought way to transform
the treatment of obesity, one of
the nations most serious health

threats.

Designed for diabetes but used
for obesity at higher daoses, the
medications induce loss of 15 to
22 percent of body weight on
average — more than enough to

SLE WEIGHT ON A1S

ain, snow 4414 BE

Ukirainian Presi

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Zelensky. Biden seek to rally support

THURSDAY,

BALL OLEARY THE WASHINGTOM POST

addresses Congress on Wednesday night, making an impassioned case for continued

financial support for his country’s defense against Russia. Earlier in the day, he met with President Biden at the White House.

For two presidents, a show ol strength and shared objective

BY ToLUSE QMLORUNNIFA

Capping a year in which they
each faced long odds and defled
gloomy predictions, the two
men stood side by side at the
White House on Wednesday —
Pn:'suienl Biden in a blue suit,

an President Volodymyr
'I,e]enfda.' in an olive-green mili-
tary shirt and heavy boots.

The stark sartorial contrast
was one of the few differences
on display as Biden and Zel-
ensky praised one ancther and

presented a united front during
the Ukrainian leader’s visit to
Washington, his first appear
ance abroad since Russia’s inva-
sion. The visit underscored how
the relationship between the
two men — a +4-year-old borm in
what was then the ULS.5.R. and
an octogenarian born in Scran-
ton, Pa. — has unexpectedly
besome one of the most vital
partnerships in global affairs.

“] am standing here in the
United  States with President
Biden on the same podinm be-

cause | respect him as a person,
as a president, as a human be-
ing" Zelensky said Wednesday
during a joint news conference.
Biden reciprocated, “This guy to
his very soul is who he says he is.
It’s clear who he is. He's willing
to give his life for his country”

The wvisit was significant for
vt rmem

It offered Zelensky, who brief-
1y left a country racked by war,
an opportunity to tout his gow-
ernment’s accomplishments in
standing up to Russian aggres-

gion. It gave Biden a chance to
reiterate his "America is back”
message and his defense of de-
maocracy that has been directed
at both domestic and interna-
tional audiences, and to play the
role of savvy global leader he has

abways ascribed to himself
“The American peocple have
been with you every step of the
winy, and we will stay with you,
‘We will stay with you for as long
ag it takes” Eiden =said. “What
youre  doing,  what  you've
SEE PRESIDENTS ON A6
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UKRAINIAN LEADER
VISITS DLC. AMID WAR

In spcct.h to Congress, he
again pleads for more aid

BEY YASMEEN ABRUTALER
AND TYLER PAGER

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky made an impas-
sioned and emotional plea to
Congress on Wednesday for con-
tinued American support against
Russia’s  unrelenting  assault,
speaking personally and pas-
sionately about why Ukraine
needed more aid and weapons to
lawmakers whose ranks include
some wvocal skeptics of future
reinforcements.

Zelensky's address to a joint
session of Congress came after
he met with President Biden
during an extraordinary day in
Washington that marked the
Ukrainian leader's first interna-
tional trip since Russia invaded
Ukraine 300 days earller. The
two projected a united front at
‘the White House, and both men
issued blistering rebukes of Rus-
sia as they sought to rally sup-
port for a long and grueling war.

But Zelensky, who has found
his closest ally in Biden, faced a
far greater challenge on Capitol
Hill, where a growing number of
House Republicans — who are
poised to take control of the
chamber in January — have
expressed skepticism or outright
opposition to continuing to send
more aid v Ukraine. Zelensky's
visit also came as S public
support for sending expansive
amounts of ald to Ukraine has
softened  significantly over the
past several months amid rising
economic anxleties.

5till, Zelensky — who donned

SEE ZELENSKY ON A8

Policies: Despite unity, presidents
differed on some war needs. AT

DIY patriotism: Kremlin calls an
bakers, knitters to ad troops. AL0
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AGEMEE FRARCE

Growing absence of Afghan women in classrooms
A curtain separates the male and female seetions of a classroom at a university in Afghanistan's
Kandahar province on Wednesday. This week, the Taliban decided to ban women from public and

private univers

However, some female teachers and girls at primary schools said they were

also turned avay from classes, renewing fears over the crackdown on women's rights. Story, A12

THE ECONMOMY
Fewer than half of all

senteeism also rose. Bl

were slow o

After Uvalde s

hooting,

a chaotic medical response

Previously unreleased
records reveal delays
as vielims lost blood

This certicle is by Zach Despart,
Lo Eriel, Alefandre Servana,
g Sohprer: Lee, Avelis R
Hernndes, Sarch Cahlan,
Irmogen Piper and Uriel J. Garcia

UVALDE, Tex. — Bullets had
pierced Eva Mireless chest as she
tried to shield students from a
gunman’s semiautomatic rifle.
But the fourth-grade teacher at
Robb Elementary was still con-
seions when police carried her out
of Classroom 112 and through a
halbway crowded with dead and
dying victims.

“You're fine, Youre fine” said
her husband, Uvalde school dis-
trict police officer Ruben BRuiz,
who had been frantically trying to
rescue her since the attack began.
Mireles looked at him but could
mot speak. She'd been losing blood

INSIDE

Eva Mireles,
44, was an
educator for
17 yoars who
taught fourth-
graders at
Bobb
Elementary.

for mare than an four.

fficers placed Mireles on the
sidewalk just beyond one of the
sehool’s exits and started treating
her wounds. A medic later told
investigators he did not see any
ambulances, though video footage
showed two parked just past the
corner of the building, about 100
feet away.

The chaotic scene exemplified
the flawed medical response —
captured in video footage, investi-
Egative documents, interviews and
eadic traffic — that experts sald
undermined the chances of sur-
vival for some victims of the
May 24 massacre. Two teachers
and 19 students died.

Law enforcemnent’s well-docu-
mented failure to confront the

SEEUVALDE ON AS

1 . "
HARFY CABLUCH, ASSOCIMTED PRESS

A Steelers ec
mmaculate Recep

1972, has died at 72, B4

Israeli government Benjamin Netanyahu s

Tormed a new coalition, the most
anad conse

Harris, whose

history in - s0c

ive in the country™s his

THE NATION

A rare, invasive form
of strep A has been pop-
ping up around the
United States and Eu-
rope, causing perple:
symptoms and some pe-
dintric deaths, A2
Some U5, schools
trving “high dosage” tu-
toring to help students
who fell behind in math
and reading during the
pandemic, A3
Dyslexia has become i
il justice issue for
Black and Lating par-
ents who struggle o get

ed reading help
- for their children. a4
. ]E: The first grants that

- Al will send S686 million

g

to upgrade the accessi-
bility of 28 transit sta-
tions were announced
by Transportation Sec-
retary Pete Buttigicg. A5
Life expectancy in the
Urpited States continued
its steady declin,
2021, with covid-19 and
drug overdoses taking
thee lives of hundreds of
thousamds. as

THE WORLD

Families of Seoul

crowd-erush victims say
1

i
could be charged. a1

nursing home residents

have received the latest
booster shot. stoking
fears of another wave of
coronavires deaths a1s
Elon Musk annouancest

Twitter but maintain

control over product de-
cisions after wsers voted
that he should leave. A13
Congress's 1.7 trillion
spending bill woubd en-
act histi Jakledl nut
thon benefits but reduce
programs for food-inse-
cure AmeTicans. AL

THE REGION

DO, high schools saw
a twao-point bump in
four-year graduation
rates, but ehronic ab-

arrive in the Democratic
primary for Virginia's
4th Congressinnal Dis-
trict, whene two state
senators were vying for
the momination. B
Advocates held avigil
for at least 77 homeless
e aple wha have died in
i 222, as the tall
is expeected Lo rise. B

A judge in Fairfax
County threw out the
murder case against a
man accused of fatally
assaulting his $2-year-
old father. 11

The family of a diglo-

hl|<C in Bethesda has
sued the truck driver
and his company. B1

LOCAL LIVING

Host couture

An interior designer
transfosmed her formerly
ficodad basemsent inug
an Airbnb. Here's what
she learned,

STYLE

An extra mile to
see Black Santa
For rnanvﬁrn es, finding

I|k.e|heu children is
worth the long deive. C1
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IRS didn’t audit Trump tax
returns 2 years in office

I House panel's report shows only one mandatory I
review was started during his term. In News

USA TODAY
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Snow, extreme cold
may hamper travel

An intense storm is set to hit large
swaths of the country before
Christmas, bringing brutal cold,
heavy snow, damaging winds

and rain. Forecasters say it could
create dangerous conditions

for air and road trawvel.

« More about the forecast, 4A

= What flyers can expect this week. 1B
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CHARLIE NEIBERGALL/AP

Jan. 6 panel
postpones
release of
final report

Ukraine president’s visit
among reasons cited

Bart Jansen and Josh Meyer
uUsa ToDAY

WASHINGTON — The Jan. 6 com-
mittee postponed issuing its final re-
port on Wednesday, citing the last-
minute visit to Washington of Ukrai-
nian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
and some other unspecified logistical
complications.

“The Select Committee now antici-
pates its final report will be filed and
released tomorrow,” a committee staff-
er confirmed Wednesday to USA TO-
DAY,

The staffer, who spoke about inter-
nal committee matters on the condi-
tion of anonymity, said some “select
committee records” could be released
later Wednesday but did not specify
what ones.

Committee staffers confirmed
Wednesday morning that they were
planning to release it later in the day.
But as the afternoon progressed, the
committee had second thoughts.

The report culminates an 18-month
inguiry into what led to the worst at-
tack on the Capitol since 1814 and what
happened that day. With Republicans
who labeled the panel partisan and il-
legitimate taking control of the House
in January, the report will be the pan-
el's last opportunity to summarize its
findings and make recommendations
aimed at preventing another attack.

On Monday, the committee released
a 160-page executive summary of the
report, It broke little new ground, but
vielded 17 findings that former Presi-
dent Donald Trump was at the center
of the plot to owverturn results of the
2020 election and spurred an angry
mob to the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021

&

89505"04005

HOME DELIVERY
1-800-872-0001, USATODAYSERVICE.COM

<

BCOPYRIGHT 2022
Usa TODWY,
division of

A divi
Gannett Co., Inc

610_u4877

‘Matilda’: Emma Thompson
disappears into villain role |

Costuming, makeup and other preparations ‘,’,
pay off as she portrays Trunchbull. In Life

2o

BOB GRIESER/ALLSPORT,
GETTY IMAGES

There was
far more to
. Franco than
one play

|

His brilliant Immaculate
Reception aside, Harris
built a Hall of Fame
career —and an NFL
dynasty, Mike Freeman
writes. In Sports

E3

ZelensKkyy tells Congress:
Ukraine ‘alive and thriving’

Leader looks to reaffirm support during historic visit

President Joe Biden greets Ukraine President Volodymyr Zelenskyy at the White House Wednesday. Zelenskyy met
privately with Biden and later addressed a joint meeting of Congress. JOSH MORGAN/USA TODAY

Candy Woodall, Joey Garrison,
Maureen Groppe

and Francesca Chambers

usA TODAY

WASHINGTON — President Joe Bi-
den pledged staunch and sustained
support for Ukraine in its swar with
Russia as Ukrainian President Volody-
myT Zelenskyy traveled to Washington
Wednesday on a monumental — and
dramatic — mission to secure con-
tinued assistance from the U.S.

After meeting with Biden at the
White House, Zelenskyy delivered a
prime-time speech before a joint ses-
sion of Congress. The historic wvisit
came on the 300th day of the Russian
attack on the U.S. ally — and as some
Republican lawmakers have indicated

“We understand in our
bones that Ukraine’s fight is
part of something much
bigger.”

President Joe Biden

they may not be willing to provide Uk-
raine such aid in the future.

“Ukraine is alive and kicking,” a de-
fiant Zelenskyy, dressed in his green
military garb, told lawmakers during
his speech.

Earlier, Biden stood behind the Uk-
ranian president.

“You will never stand alone,” Biden

told Zelenskyy as both stood near each
other during a news conference in the
packed East Room of the White House.

Biden said Americans know that the
waorld will face worse consequences if
the U.5. doesn’t stand up to bullies and
stand up for freedom.

“We understand in our bones that
Ukraine’s fight is part of something
much bigger,” he said.

Zelenskyy applauded Biden's sup-
port and said the next few months,
when the harsh weather will test Ukrai-
nian mettle and resources, will be cru-
cial in deciding the war’s outcome.

“We need to survive this winter,” Ze-
lenskyy told reporters. “This is the sur-
vival issue.”

See UKRAINE, Page 3A

AMERICA IN PAIN

Pot has promise, but it’s not ready for prime time

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is the fourth

of a five-part series
exploring chronic pain,
the challenges of
treatment and the
scientific advances
offering hope for

the future.

Monday: The biology
of pain

Tuesday: Pediatric pain
Wednesday:

Complementary
therapies for pain

Today: Cannabis
for pain control

Friday: The future o
of pain control

ILLUSTRATION: ANDREA BRUNTY/USA TODAY; GETTY IMAGES

Karen Weintraub
Usa TODAY

Rob Sims grew up hearing stories
about what opioid addiction could do.
The former Detroit Lions guard, whose
father, Mickey, also played in the NFL,
watched a number of his dad’s friends
get hooked. Some died. He vowed his
own story would be different.

Then, playing for the Seattle Sea-
hawks in 2008, early in his pro football
career, Sims tore a pectoralis muscle in
his chest. Primed for his best year ever,
Sims was sidelined.

After surgery, he received an open-
ended prescription for opicids. “Take
when wou hawve pain,” the bottle read.
“That’s seared in my memory,” he said.
As a football player, “I have pain all the

See CANNABIS, Page 6A
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Biden le prometio a

Zelensky mas

militar para Ucrania

En su primer viaje al exterior tras la invasion
rusa, ¢l lider ueraniano recibio en Washington
una oferta de mayor asistencia, ineluido el

sistemna antimisiles Patriot. Pagina 2

ayuda

ARGENTINA, 1985 DIO
UN PASO MAS ENSU
CAMINO AL OSCAR
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El film dirigido por Santiago Mitrees

una de los quinee preseleccionados para
conseguiruna nominscidn en la categoria
demejor pelicula internacional,

LA NACION

JUEVES 22 DE DICIEMERE DE 2022
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La Corte anulo el recorte de fondos
que impuso Fernandez a la Ciudad

COPARTICIPACION. Aceptd por unanimidad el planteo de Larreta contra la quita de recursos; como consecuencia del
fallo, el gobierno porteno eliminara el impuesto a las tarjetas; desde el Kirchnerismo amenazan con la desobediencia

La Corte Suprema le dio la razon al
goblemnoportefioen sureclamo con-
tra la Nacidn por los fondos que la
administracidn de Alberto Ferndin-
deizle redujo hace masde dos afosy
queen 2022 representarin una pér-
dida de $154.000 millones para las
arcasde la Ciudad.

Como consecuencia del fallo, el
jefe de gobierno portefio, Horacio
Rodrigues Larreta, anuncic que eli-
minara el impuesto a las compras

con tarjeta de erédito, un tribute
que impuse la Ciudad tras el recor-
tede fondos. " El Presidente decidid
quitarkeala Ciudad un monto equi-
valente al sueldo de todos nuestros
docentes”, dijo aver Rodriguez La-
rrefa.

El fallo de la Corte generd la re-
accion del presidente Alberto Fer-
nandez, que convocd a los gober-
nadores para enfrentar la decision
del maximo tribunal. El goberna-

dor kirchnerista de Chaco, Jorge
Capitanich, llamd a desobedecer
elfallo.

El recorte habiasido resuelto uni-
lateralmente el 9 de septiembre de
2020, durante la pandemia de co-
ronavirus, luego de que policias
bonaerenses rodearan la quinta de
Olivos en reclamo de un aumento
de sueldo. Alberto Fernandez se lo
concedid tras sacarle fondos a la
ciudad di Buenos Aires. Pagina 10

EL ESCENARID

Con los astros en contra

Carlos Pagni

Se podria pensar, cediendo ala
supersticion, que para las Fies-
tas los astros se han conjurado
en contra de Alberto Fernan-

dez. Seria un alivio. Porgue el
problemaen realidad es mucho
mis estructural. Continda en ka

pagina 14

LAEMOCIONDE VOLVERAL TERRUNO. CALCHIN, Cérdoba (De una enviada especial) - El de ayer serd undiagrabadoa fuegoenla memoriade
Calchin, un pueblo de 2700 habitantes acien kildmetros de la capital de Cordoba. Lenos de orgullo, recibieron a Juliin Alhvarez, su hijo prodigo. Pagina 22

Los campeones pisan fuerte en el mercado

Varios jugadores vieron crecer su cotizacion; Enzo Ferndndez, el mas representativo

Losbeneficiosdela consagracidn de
la seleccidn en el Mundial de Cragar
seran miultiples. Un derrame bien
rentable: la mayor pante de los fut-
bolistas argentings aunmentaron su
cotizacidnras laCopaquefinalizdel
domingo pasado. El caso mis repre-
senfativo es el de Enzo Fernandez,

queen juniode esteario fuevendido
por River a Benfica en 10 millones
de euros mas otros ocho millones
envariables,y segunel portal Trans-
fermarktsuvalordemercadoactual
esde 35 millones de euros, Enzo,de
Zlafos,comenzd comao suplente, se
consolidd comouna pieza clave del

equipoyfuedistinguidoporla FIFA
como el mejor jugador joven.

Las acciones de Juliin Alvarez
(22 anos), de Manchester City, y de
AlexisMac Allister(23), de Brighton,
ambos de la Premier League, tam-
bién crecieron significativamente
en el futhol europeo. Deportes

Por segundo
mes, cayo la
economiay

da signos de
agotamiento

Activipap. El PBI bajo
03" en octubre, tras un
septiembre negativo

Laactividad econdmicacayd 0, 3%
enociibre respectodel mesante-
rior v sumd asi un segundo mes
consecutive en baja, tras el -0,2%
de septiembre. Segun informao
averel Indec, el EMAE (indicador
gueanticipa la evoluciaon del PEI)
muestra un alza de &, % acumula-
da enlos primeros diez mesesdel
afio, pero esa expansion se veria
recortada al final de 2022, segtin
anticipan varias consultoras pri-

vadas, que estiman bajas parano-
viembre y diciembre. Pigina 18

El fiscal

OPINION Scap()lﬂn, d
Laeuforia de un paso del
sentir que otra juicio politico
CoOSaes pOSiblE‘ RESOLUCION. La Colte
——

PAILL LA NACTEH

acusaciones por vinculos
con el narcotridfico
Pagina 28
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RS 6,00

turismo especial férias

Verao com estilo

Trancoso é reduto hippie chique do Réveillon,
com leque de praias para todos os perfiscs

cotidiano B2
Sem acordo, greve de aeronautas se aproxima
de viagens de Natal com atrasos em voos

Sucesso na TV e no teatro: 3 prémios MoliBre  Lucs Luns/biulgagss

ilustrada C5

Morre Pedro Paulo Rangel

Presenca marcante nos palcos e nas telas, ator tinha
enfisema e morreu aos 74 anos, no Rio, Fez o primeiro
nu masculino na TV brasileira em ‘Gabriela’ em 1975.

ilustrada C1
‘Pantanal’ e ‘Senhor
dos Anéis' marcam
ano de gigantes na
TV e no streaming

mercado AlS
Transagdes com Pix
ultrapassam 100
milhdes em dia de
pagamento do 13°

Marilia Marton
€ anova secretaria
de Cultura de SP

Hustrada C2

EDITORIAIS AZ

MEC cearense

Acercade escolhas de Lula
paraa pastada Educacio.

i
i

e\
Ih |
Além do reajuste Q

Sobre aumento salarial pa-
ra a ciipula dos 3 Poderes.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

&

Zelenski caminha ao lado de Joe Biden na Casa Bran

A PEC aprovada

= Mantém o beneficio
minime de R$ 600
para o Bolsa Familia

= Prevé que 0 aumento
no teto de gastos terd
validade apenas em 2023

= Permite o uso de recursos
esquecidos do PIS /Pasep
para investimentos publicos

= Muda as regras das
emendas: 56 metade dos
R% 19,4 bi iniciais ficaem
emendas individuais

O impacto da PEC
no teto dos gastos

Previsao original

RS 1,8 trilhae

Valor com a PEC

RS 1,94 trilhao

Mercadante diz
nio querer o
BNDES do passado

Ao anunciar nova dire-
toria, Aloizio Mercadan-
te, futuro presidente do
BNDES no governo Lula
(PT), afirmou querer um
“BNDES do futuro”. As pri-
oridades, sepundoele, se-
A0 as micro e pequenas
EIMpPresas, a economia ver-
de, e a reindustrializacio
do Brasil. Mercado A14

e —— s

Quase 50 mil motoristas
recusam bafémetro em SP

e a———

ca, em 1" viagem desde a in:ra_sao russa

Turistas aproveitam o dia de sol na praia de Coqueiros, ao lado do rio Trancoso, no sul da Bahia, um dos destinos mais procurados no final de ano e nas férias de verdo  asiass viseni Folhaprass

Governo eleito
ganha folego para
aprovar regra fiscal

PEC da Gastanga € promulgada pelo Congresso Nacional,
com indicagao de nova ancora por lei complementar

0O Congresso Nacional pro-
mulgou, na noite de ontem,
a PEC (Proposta de Emen-
da & Constituigio) da Gas-
tanga, gque expande o teto
de gastos pelo periodo de
um ano, permitindo que o
presidente eleito, Luiz Ina-
cio Lula da Silva (PT), cum-
pra promessas de campa-
nha como manter o Bolsa
Familia em R$ 600.

A proposta fol aprovada
em dois turnos na Camara
eno Senado. Apds negocia-
géuoomo Republicanos, os

eputados derrubaramwma
tentativa de mudanca enca-
minhada pelo Novo. A emen-
da propunha gue o governo
tivesse de aprovar a nova an-
cora fiscal, que substituird o
teto de gastos, poruma PEC,
que requer 308 votos.

Nova gestdo indica Padilha e
recua na Policia Rodoviaria

0O deputado federal Alexan-
dre Padilha (PT-SP) foi esco-
lhido para dirigir a Secreta-
ria das Relagdes Institucio-
nais. Médico, Padilha ji foi
ministro duas vezes em go-
vernos do PT.

Ele deve recriar o Conse-
Ihio, que reunia diferentes
setores para discutir medi-

de desenvolvimento.

Brendan Smistoaskl (AP

Ontem, o futuro ministro
da Justica do governo Lula
{PT), Flavio Dino (PSB), de-
cidiu cancelar a nomeagio
de Edmar Camata para o
comando da Policia Rodo-
vidria Federal.

O servidor foi um entusi-
asta da Operacfio Lava Jato
eapoiou a prisao do ex-pre-
sidente petista. A6 ec2

-

EUA anunciam envio de armas
A Ucrania ao receber Zelenski

610_u4877

Respostas negativas a abordagem de policiais militares no
estado de SP jd sao maiores do que antes da pandemia, o
que acende alerta neste periodo de festas e de maior ris-
co de pessoas dirigirem apds ingerir bebidas. cotidiano g1

Washington confirmou ontem o envio de um sistema de
defesa antiaéreo que pode mudar o rumo da guerra na
Ucrania. O anincio foi feito durante visita do presidente
ueraniano, Volodimir Zelenski, aos EUA. Mmunde Alo

Emvez disso, ficou estabe-
lecido que o projeto fiscal de
2023 pode ser aprovado por

rojeto de lei complementar

257 VOLOS 40 Menos).

APEC da Gastanca amplia
o teto de gastos em R$ 145
bilhdes no proximo ano, O
texto ainda autoriza outros
R$ 23 bilhdes em investi-
mentos fora da regra fiscal.
Politica AT ¢ Mercado A12Z

Bruno Boghossian
Lavajansmo e
pecado para PT
Faltou darum Google, Es-
colhido para chefiara Poli-
cia Rodovidria Federal, Ed-
mar Camata foi o primei-
ro integrante do novo go-
verndo a cair, 24 horas de-
pois de anunciado. A equi-
pede Lula descobriu tarde
queaservidor havia come-
morado a prisdo do petis-
ta em 2018. Opinido A2

Maioriaéa
favor de punir
quem pede
golpe militar

Pesquisa Datafolha aponta
que 75% dos brasileiros se
dizem contririos aos atos
antidemocraticos realiza-
dos pelo pais. Entre os que
votaram em Bolsonaro, es-
se indice € de 50%.

A maioria (56%) consi-
dera que deve haver pu-
nigio aos manifestantes
que pedem golpe militar,
Questionados, porém, so-
bre o bloqueio de perfis
antidemocriticos nas re-
des saciais, 63% desapro-
varam a medida. politica a4

Extensdo da marginal
Pinheiros é aprovada
Osvereadores de Sao Pau-
loaprovaram projeto de lei
que muda o zoneamento e

permite o prolongamento
da Pinheirosem
oito quildmetros. B3
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Hay criticas hacia los que siguen actuando como si continuaran en campaiia

Salomén dice que el cartismo
no esta ayudando a la unidad

Referentes del oficialismo reclaman que desde el sector vencedor dejen de lanzar dardos.
Daniel Centurién renuncié a la Junta de Gobierno porque no quiere estar con Cartes.
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La investigacion no esta cerrada e
Hijo de Antonio Fretes no 1 ‘
declaré al Fisco G. 1.000
millones, segiin la SET
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Comerciantes tienen altas expectativas
Tras el pago del aguinaldo
subié flujo de compradores
en los centros comerciales
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Nuevo mercado para la carne paraguaya
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Llama la atencion que se anunciara después de las internas Fue detenido en Venezuela y sera juzgado en ese pais
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« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n"est point d"éloge flatteur » Beaumarchais

ENQUETE

A ROCHELONGUE, LES MYSTERES

REPORTAGE

<wc.. DANS LE MORBIHAN,
LES GENDARMES TRAQUENT
LES VOLEURS D'HUITRES racs 10

D'UN TRESOR SOUS-MARIN
VIEUX DE 2 600 ANSpacen

INSOUMIS

Affaire
Quatennens:

la grogne s'amplifie
a LFl paces

UKRAINE
Valeri Zaloujny,
le stratege
de la résistance

SNCF : la greve de trop qui
met les Francais en colére

Un passager sur quatre ne pourra pas voyager ce week-end, en raison d'un mouvement social

ukrainienne mené par les controleurs. Excédés, beaucoup doivent changer leurs plans a la derniére minute.

PAGESGET?Y

NEP.P‘LL «(n est pris en otages = La TGV sur trois annulé samedi  Christophe Fanichet, émane  sans appeler 4 la gréve. Ré- Jean-Pierre Farandou, le
. grogne monte chez les usa- et dimanche, et 200000 d'un collectif de contré-  sultat, ce mouvement sans FPDG de la SNCF. De son

Le Franr;als gers de la SNCF, alors passagers privés de voyage. leurs indépendant des syn leader, impossible a endi caté, 'exécutif craint, une

Charles Sobhraj,
dit «le Serpent =,
wva sortir de prison

PAGE 9

qu'une nouvelle gréve vient
perturber le service pour le
week-end de No&l, avec un

pique =,

Ce mouvement social « aty-
selon les mots du
PDG de SNCF Voyageurs,

pour le week-end,

dicats : ces derniers avaient
certes déposé un préavis

Fuer, marque un vrai coup
darrét a 1"« excellente an-
2022 que prévoyait

ngg

fais les vacances passées, un
hiver social particuliere-
ment chargeé.

- LES SYNDICATS DEBORDES PAR UN COLLECTIF DE CONTROLEURS CREE SUR FACEBOOK -+ LA COMPAGNIE PAYERA AUPRIX FORT CE CONFLIT SOCIAL -+ DEFAILLANCES A LA RATP:
LE MISTIGRI DES POLITIQUES - L'EXECUTIF VEUT EVITER DE CALER AVANT L'AUTOROUTE DES REFORMES - LES USAGERS DU METRO PARISEEN SONT A BOUT PACES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

CYCLISME

Florence, Le président A -

terre d'envol ukrairien a étd A la veille

d'un Tour Rutus Gilpford. ve

de France 2024 de Noel,

romantigue 1

PAGE 12 " - ES Ventes

LA N .'.-;\'.‘:1 5 OF  asaewmw %

AERONAUTIQUE e saa en grande

L'Europe spatiale

LEurope surface

les revers reculent

PAGE 15

ENTRETIEN La flambée des prix de 1'ali

Vincent Michel : Elcmntlnn cﬂl pns:féc par la.
1@ P 'y ajoutent les effets rava

<] ]II'llerI.ltE ge:;:rsjdt‘ la grippe aviaire, qui

doit cesser

W provaque une pénurie de vo-
pour les trafics ; lailles. A quelques jours de
d‘antiquités» E NoEl, les \'ume:.q.du foie gras,

= de champagne ou de biiches
PR ’ ZEIenbk" del‘l’l&de ; glacées sont en recul d’envi-

de nou\ﬂlﬁ"u'mes a Biden

ron 20 %, Les grandes surfa-

= el i
A B 1 ces rivalisent de promotions
. DBI'IS larmeée E et esperent bien un rattrapa-
= ! danoise, Venu en personne i la Maison- Blmcherechrnerunsoutl.enaocrudgl A]nerulemmrlwmemcmcﬂdelaguen-e, ge de derniére minute, jus-
-1 les femmes le président ukrainien a obtenu prés de 2 milliards de dollars supplémentaires, dont le systéme antimissile Patriol. PAGES s A8 qu'a samedi. PAGE1S
facea
—

— la question du
U‘J harcélement

y . TR
-Lachronique . Laurent-Perrier
! deLucFerry Les otages de Noél -
L . La tribune . i
:I: de Xavier n ne prend pas les mémes, mais  ves 4 répétition? La réponse est largement
on recommence! A la SNCF,  entre les mains de |'Etat, propriétaire des en-
(&) Fonta.net méme lorsque la CGT et SUD-rail  treprises publiques. Encore faut-il qu'il se

Réponses a la question
de mercredi:

ne débraient pas, il v a des greves

a MNo8l. Chez les cheminots, la
« gréviculture » n'est jamais en jachére et
prospére partout. Le mouvement est mend
cette année par un collectif de contréleurs né
sur Facebook. 11 n'empéche, la gréve 2.0 ne
fait pas moins mal. Pour les voyageurs prives

EDITOR].AL par Jacques-Olivier Martin jomartinglefigarofr

mobilise. Le ministre des Transports est aux
abonnes absents depuis quelques jours, et le
porte-paroke du gouvernement §'est conten
té de dire au lendemain des annonces d’an-
nulation de trains « qu'ad Nod on ne fait pas
Erewe s Avonons que 'est un peu court ..

Les solutions pourtant

de trains & Nodl et au jour de I'An, cest INterdire ne manquent pas. A

Deonald n'."mp dqlt-ﬂ I"écopurement, la colére, riestete-sgéchée-s. i les arréts unrnmr.'ni:r par I-L‘ff:cm':-
renoncer a se presenter le remboursement des billets ni les excuses du - lération de la libéralisa
a IE,' FIDICl‘I.:ﬂL‘I’IE e]el?t!ﬂﬁ.l N PDG n'y changeront quod que ce soft. de trava‘l tion des lgnes pour bri

presidentielle ameTicaine? L'indignation dépasse les seules victimes, car - dans les ser les monopoles de la

= rien n'est vraiment défendable a la SNCF. Les SNCF et de la RATP. Les

r;-[i‘léi %U.!If. conditions sociales 7 Avec une hausse de leurs transfplorts clients de Trenitalia, qui

rémunérations de pres de 12 % en deux ans, 1N pel’l{]de fait rouler ses TGV entre

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 126754

‘Iot\ezau;uur\d“lml.
ofr

. || Faudrait-il interdire
== les greves dans

o === los transports les jours

- == de depart en vacances ?

610_u4877

THIEAUID VAERMAMN/HANS LUCAS
POUR LE FIGARD - DEMS GLIKSMAN

qui peut croire que les contralenrs sont mal
protégés contre la flambée de I'inflation? La
qualité du service ? On ne compte plus les re-
tards et les annulations de TGV, de TER, de
RER. Soucis dans les trains, mais aussi dans
les meétros. Monter dans une rame archibon-
dée a Paris aux heures de pointe st toul sim-
plement devenu une épreuve, un enfer!

Alors que faire pour mettre fin & cette déli
quescence des transports publics et 3 ces gre-

Paris et Lyon depuis un
de fétes an, ne sont '|'l2|.‘€ concer -
nés par le mouvement des contraleurs,

Autre mesure plus radicale mais 100 % effi
cace : interdire tout simplement les arréts de
travail dans les transports en période de [@les
ou de congés. Apres tout, le droit de greéve
doit-il autoriser une poignée de cheminots a
prendre en otages 200000 voyageurs tous kes
ansaNoél?m
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