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What’'s
News

Business 2 Finance
e d—

co-founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried plans to oon-
sent to extradition to the ULS.
to face criminal charges re-
lated to the crypto exchange's
collapse, people fal

dividual investors have been
doubling down on stocks

while many professionals ap-
pear to have bailed out. A1

+ Toyota's president said
he is among the auto in-
dustry’s silent majority in
guestioning whether elec-
tric wehicles should be
pursued exclusively. Al

# L3Harris said it agreed to
buy Aerojet Rocketdyne ina
%47 hillion deal that would
cement L3Harris's role as
one of six prime defense con-
tractors for the Pentagon. BL
# Ford was slated to lay
out its arguments for a new
trial in a truck-rollover Law-
it that resulted in a $1.7
billion jury verdict in Geor-
gia over the summer. BL

-*

sigmaled it plans
to challenge the E‘I‘C's lawsuit
to block its $75 billion deal for
Activision and is expected to
argue that it is an underdog
in videogame developing. Bl
#+ Elon Musk asked
users to vote on whether
he should step down as
head of the social-media
platform and pledged to
abide by the results. Bl
* “Avatar: The Way of Wa-
ter™ made waves at the box

tempered ticket sales in
China, where the film's mak-
ers hoped for a major hit. B1

World - Wide

NUERTIN MEISSHER/ASSOC!

Messi Llfts Argentma to World Cup Victory Over France

FINAL: Lionel Messl lifts the World Cup trnphy after Argentina won the championship in Gatar on Sunday, defeating France
4-2 in a penalty shootout after the match ended tied 3-3. It was the first World Cup win in Messi's professional career. A14

Small Investors Stay Bullish,
Even as Pros Unload Stocks

By GUNIAN BaANERST

During the wildest year for
global markets since 2008, in-
dividual investors hawve been
doubling down on stocks.
Many professionals, on the
other hand, appear to hawve
bailed out.

.5, eguity mutual and ex-
change-traded funds, which
are popular among individual
investors, have attracted more
than $100 billion in net in-
flows this year, ome of the

highest amounts on record in
EPFR data pgoing back to
2000

Hedge funds, meanwhile,
have been paring how much
risk they are taking in stocks
or making outright bets that
major LS. indexes will tumble.

Mutual funds have in-
creased their cash positions to
about 2.5% of their portfolios
this fall, up from around 1.5%
at the end of last year and the
highest lewel since early 2020,
according to Goldman Sachs

Group Inc.

Ben Snider, a managing di-
rector at Goldman Sachs, said
institutional and individual in-
westors often dump stocks in
tandem when the economy is
slowing and indexes are tum-
bling. That doesn’t appear to
have happened this year, de-
spite the S&F 500's decline.

“The fact that you have not
seen very much selling from
househaolds is surprising,” Mr.
Snider said.

.5, househnolds typically

sell about $10 billion in stocks
after the S&P 500 falls at least
10% from its peak. Investors
vanked money from stock
funds in 2015 and 2018, the
latest times the index suffered
annual losses, EPFR data

show,

The S&P 500 is on pace for
its worst year in more than a
decade, marked by volatility

Please furn fo page A2

FTX’s
Ex-Chief
Plans to

Agree on
U.S. Trial

Bankman-Fried nears
extradition from the
Bahamas in crypto
fraud, laundering case

FTX co-founder Sam Bank-
man-Fried is planning to con-
sent to extradition to the ULS.
to face criminal charges re-
lated to the cryptocurrency ex-
change’s collapse, people fa-
miliar with the matter said.

By Alexander Saeedy,
Justin Baer
and Jarmes Fanellf

Mr. Bankman-Fried has been
in custody in the Bahamas
since he was arrested last
Monday in connection with
several ULS. criminal charges,
which were unsealed a day
later. Federal prosecutors in
Manhattan hawve charged Mr.
Bankman-Fried with fraud and
money-laundering offenses, al-
leging he defranded customers,
lenders and investors, They
also alleged he violated cam-
paign-finance rules by making
illegal political contributions.

Lawyers for Mr. Bankman-
Fried didn't respond to re-
quests for comment. A spokes-
man for the U.S. attorney’s
office declined to comment.

Mr. Bankman-Fried's case in
Manhattan has been assigned
to U.5, District Judge Ronnie
Abrams. If and when he is
transferred from the Bahamas
to the U.S., he would be ex-
pected to make an initial court
appearance shortly thereafter,

Flease furn fopage AG

# SEC proposes tick sizes in
renths of a cent.

# Some carypto fans call it guits
In FTXs wake. B3

#* The battle for Bakhmut
is shaping up as a critical
test of Russia's pms‘pecm |.n
the war, with Moscow's =
itary commander in Ulcmme
under pressure to produce
a victory to justify his ap-
pointment in October. Al
#+ A rocket strike killed at
least one person in Rus-
sia’s Belgorod region near
Ukraine, local officials said,
as Russia's defense minis-
ter made a rare visit to the
Ukrainian war zone. A7

# The Jan. & panel was ex-
pected to vote Monday on

ial criminal referrals
for former President Tromp
and some of his allies related
o an attempt to overturn
the 2020 election results. Al

# Lawmakers will return to
the Capitol this week with a
singular focus of passing a
sweeping bipartisan spend-
ing bill to avert a shutdown
and fund the government
through September, de-
spite opposition from many
House Republicans. Ad

Looming Battle to
Test Kyiv, Moscow

By Yarosiav TroFmeow

BAKHMUT, Ukraine—Rus-
sian shells slammed closer as
Ludmyla Bondarenko and Zova
Shilkowa, clad in fur coats atop
layers of clothing, sat on a
bench outside their apartment
block, chatting and getting
some fresh air on a frigid af-
ternoon in what remains of
this eastern Ukrainian city.

At an intersection, Ukrai-
nian troops used a crane to
place concrete slabs, fortifying
the neighborhood. Three
freshly arrived tanks roared
by, blue-and-yellow flags flut-
tering from thelr turrets. A
distant staccato of machine-
gun fire could be heard amid
the thumps of artillery.

“We're 50 used to it by now,
we no longer pay much atten-

tion,” Ms. Bondarenko, 76, said
as she pointed to a nearby cra-
ter left by a Russian shell in
the morning. “It’s been going
on for months. When is it go-
ing to end?"

“It's probably never going to
end,” replied Ms. Shilkova, 75.

Their apartments have had
no heating, power or running
water for months. The only
available food comes from wol-
unteers. “It’s a humanitarian
catastrophe, That's how we
live,” Ms. Bondarenko said.

Russian soldiers and fight-
ers from the Wagner private
military company have been
fighting to capture Bakhmut, a

own of 70,000 people, for
Please turn fo page A8

# Fears grow that Belarus
could enter conflict...._... AT

Buydowns Ease
Mortgage Hit
Higher borrowing costs are
sparking interest in tempo-
rary mortgage buydowns,

which fell out of favor after
the 2008 financial crisis. B9

Average rate on a 30-year
fixed mortgage, weakly

%

June
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Toyota Skeptical
Of Going AlI-EV

By River Davis
Anp Sean MoLamw

Toyota Motor Corp. Presi-
dent Akio Towoda said he is
among the auto industry's si-
lent majority in questi
whether electric  wehicles
should be pursued exclusively,
comments that reflect a grow-
ing uneasiness about how
quickly car companies can
transition.

Auto makers are making big
bets on fully electric wehicles,
investments that have been
bolstered by robust demand
for the limited numbers of
models that are now available.

Still, challenges are mount-
ing—particularly in securing
parts and raw materials for
batteries—and concerns hawe
emerged in some pockets of

the car business about the
speed to which buyers will
make the shift, especially as EV
prices have soared this year.
“People inwolved in the
auto industry are largely a si-
lent majority,” Mr, Tovoda
said to reporters during a visit
to Thailand. “That silent ma-
jority is wondering whether
EVs are really OK to hawve as a
single option. But they think
it's the trend so they can’t
speak out lowdly™
While major rivals, includ-
ing General Motors Co. and
Honda Motor Co., have set
dates for when their lineups
wiill be all-EV. Towota has
stuck o a strategy of invest-
ing in a diverse lineup of vehi-
cles that includes hydrogen-
powered cars and hybrids,
Please furn fo page A6

+ El Paso, Texas, a
state of emergency a week
after the start of an influx
of asylum seekers crossing
the border illegally that
overwhelmed immigration
and city authorities. A3

+ Biden's advisers are mov-
ing forward with planning
for the president’s likely
2024 re-election bid, with
a focus on how a campaign
would operate alongside the
White House next vear. AS

 North Korea launched two
ballistic missiles off its east
coast, adding to what has
already been a historic year
of weapons activity. A18
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Hanukkah Decor Gets Upgraded:
‘Is That a Santa in Blue?’

=

* *

Welcome Mensch on the Bench and an
inflatable T-Rex called Dinokkah

By CLARE ANSBERRY
Ann Zram MevER

Robbie Medwed added a
new Hanukkah decoration this
vear to his classroom at a pri-
vate Jewish School
in Atlanta: a 6
foot-tall inflatable
T-Rex called Di-
nokkah, holding a
dreidel and wear-
ing a blue sweater
with a menorah.

“He's like the
class mascot. The
kids come in the
maorning and shake
his hand,”™ says Mr.
Medwed.

Decorations,
long the domain of Christmas,
have seeped into Hanukkah.
Instead of the EIf on the Shelf,

Ay Tannenbaum

there is the Mensch on the
Bench, and blue and white tin-
sel garlands with tiny meno-
rahs, as well as Hanukkah-spe-
cific items, such as “Live, lowe,
latke™ signs.

For lizard own-
ers, there's a Rep-
tile Hanukkah Ugly

Sweater, with
dreidels and the
words

PetSmart’s Merry &
Bright line that also
includes reptile
wear featuring
elves, reindeer and
polar bears.

Every year,
throngs drive by
Moshe Isenberg's normally

nondescript house in Chicago
Please turn to page AI0

Online Mental Health Fails
To Meet Pandemic Hopes

.

Silicon Valley-style startups stumble with focus on rapid arowth

By Rowre WINKLER

Remote treatment of men-
tal-health problems surged
in the pandemic, as in-per-
son treatment became diffi-
cult while pandemic-driven
isolation increased anxiety
and depression.

Digital mental-health com-
panies plunged in, promising
to provide millions with ac-
cess to high-guality care by
wideo, phone and messaging.

Many of the businesses,
however, put 8 premium on
erowth. Investor-backed,
they deployed classic Silicon
Vallew tactics such as spend-
ing heavily on advertising
and expansion while often
using contractors instead of

employees to control costs.
A strategy designed for mun-
dane businesses such as food
delivery, the formula can be
badly suited to the sensitive
activity of treating mental-
health problems.

After Caleb Hill told his
parents he was gay, he was
kicked out of the house. He
had been taught, growing up
in a conservative Christian
household in Tennessee, that
his attraction 1o men was a
Erave sin.

Feeling isolated and de-
pressed a few months later,
Mr. Hill, then 22, thought
therapy might help, He had
heard podcast ads for Better-
Help, a company that pro-
vides therapy remotely and

promises “a personalized
therapist match that is tai-
lored to your preferences
and needs.”

His biggest concern was
he mi d his family. The
therapist, he says, recom-
mended he try to stop being
gay s0 he could go back to
them. “He said if I chose to
go back to who T was and
deny those feelings, he could
get me where 1 needed to

e,” . Hill said.

Mr. Hill had requested an
LGEBTO+ therapist, a screan-
shot of his intake form
shows. BetterHelp gave him
one who didn't specialize in
LGETO+ issues, according to
the provider's profile on its

Please turn to page AIO0
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Jingle bells ring in close of the working year

Messi's crown
Argentina lift
the World Cup

Argentina’s footballers celebrate after
winning the Fifa World Cup final in
‘patar yesterday.

They beat the previous champions
France In a penalty shoot-out after
drawing 33 im evira time. The motch st
Lusail stadiam was attended by almost
BR,000 fans.

1t is the third time Argentina have
been warld champlons and marks the
end of their captain Lionel Messi's
career. He has made a record 26 appear-
ances im Workd Cup matches.

The decision to hast the event in
patar has drawn years of scruting to the
iy Gulf kingd o, The 13-year run-up
was dogeed by allegations of corruption,
criticism over LGET+ rights and con-
cerns for the treatment of the many
thousands of migrant construction
workers brought in tobulld the touwrma-
ment’sinfrastructure,

Mews & analysls page 3

Covid’s rapid advance in China cities
sparks disruption and staff shortages

e Normal life at standstill # Pharmacies sell out of medicines e Supply chain turmoil slows factories

RVAM HEHOREOW — BEIISG
CIANER LIV ANE
CHEMG LENG — WOMG KONG

{Cowhd-19 s spreading rapidly throwgh
«hina's biggest cities, leading to wide-
spread [liness, business disraption and
medicine shortages.

The outhreak hasbrought normal life
Lo hea it st a few weeks after Bedjing
abamdoned Presidemt Xi Jinping’s
former zero-Covid palicy of contain-
ment — which incladed lockd

streets, Shanghal and several other cit-
ies announced they would move classes
online for most students from today.

Businesses are experiencing wide-
apread disrupthon &5 staffing shortages
threaten to clase down factory produc-
thon lines and truck drivers fallill, bring-
ingchansto supply chains.

Companies have been left with no
direction on how to handle the sudden
surge in cases after previowsly operating

quarantines and mass testing — with lt-
theforewarning.

Residents of Shanghal, Shenzhen and
other cities reported yesterday that
pharmacies had sold out of fever medi-
cime and Cowid tests. Sockal media
images contrasted long quenes outside
Covid clinics with otherwise empty

Big Tech's capital markets
Incurslons closely watched

Fartnerships between the world's main
share-trading platforms and fech
glants such as Microsoft, Google and
Amazon are becoming mars comman
i1 T hund for greater processing
power. Buf lawmakers are closely
mantaring the cresping Interest of
Bsg Tech In global capital markets, with
s0mme companies concermed that 1he
US tiech groups’ growing presence in
the Infrastructure of markets cowld
result In them evolving inta the
axchanges thamsatves.

Value of dats - PAGE T

under strict guid el handed down by

‘Tt only takes one driver
to callin sick and then
things are held up for
another day”

Persistent un

lecal governments, Factory bosses are
wither loosening all comtrols or isalating
workforces to keep production lines
Pamctioning.

Jiirg wWattke, president of the EU
Chamber of Commerce in China, sald it
would be increasingly untenable for
manufacturers to rely on solation Lo
protect production. He said the Covid
wave's huge scale and the lack of meas-
wres to suppress its spread meant. that
the strategy woukl not wark amymare.

Same plants would have to show pri-
duction because of a kack of components
from suppliers, which had been forced
1o close operations, e added. “Thisisall
about stocks amd inventory,” besabd.

Jacob Coale, chief sartive of WPIC
Marketing + Technodoghes, which oper-
ates several warehouses across China,

derlying price pressures

said he had experienced delivery delays
as drivers fell ill.

“The delivery routes between major
citles have multiple stops where the
drivers exchange cargo. 1t only takes
ene driver to call in sick and then things
are heldup far another day,* he said.

There is a dearth of reliable data on
thescale and speed of the cuthreak after
Chimese authorities curtaibed Covid test-
ing and stopped reporting what they
deemed matic cases. The coun-
try reported only 2,028 new locally
transmitted cases on Saturday.

Unofficial estimates vary. For exam-
ple, an amateur statistician known as
Chengin who has analysed online search
trends eatimatied that 39 per cent of Bei-
fing had been infected. The methodol -
ogy has not been validated by experts or

threaten to trigger more rate rises

VALENTINA ROMEl — LONDON

Underlylng price pressures are still
mounting in most big developed econ-
omiles desplte the recent falls in head-
lime inflation, indicating that central
banks will have to keep tightening pol-
licy inithe coming months.

Core mflation, which excludes changes
in fnod and energy pricesand bs viewed
by rate-setters as a better measure of
the persistence of price pressures, is
socelerating in many parts of the world,
aceording o an anabysis of official statis-
thcs by the Financial Times.

Core rates were still rising in Novern-
ber in the majority of the 33 countries
tracked by the FT and remain well
above the 2 per cent level of inflation
that most central bankers tanget. Onhy
& third of countries saw headiine infla-

thom rates rise between October and
Movember.,

Services inflation, ansther measure of
the stickiness of price pressures,
remains chose to multk-decade highs in
several major economies including the
UK, the curczone and the U

“There i still the potential for phenty
of pain ahead,” sald Susannah Strester,
senbor investment analyst at asset man-
ager Hargreaves Lansdown.

The surge in the pace of price growth
was originally driven by scaring emergy
and goods prices asa consequence of the
war in Ukraineand severe supply chain
disruption during Ue pandemic.

However, rising costs have since
become mare broad-based, with high
inflation reported In pockets of the
econoemy that for many years have
proved lmamumnse to price pressunes.

Policymakers have increased (nterest

ratesaggresshvely this year in response
to the surge in headline measures of
inflation but have recently begun to
seale back the size of the rises. Last week
the Federal Reserve, the European Cen-
tral Bank and the Bank of England all
shifted thelr inflation-fighting strategy
Froim a recent pattern of rate Hses al 075
percentage points down to a half point.
Last week policymakers at the Fed
revised up thekr core inflation estimate
for next year to 3.5 per cent, from the

I.1per cent forecast in smber. Euro-
zone core inflation s still at a record
& per cent.

‘Sivia Ardagna, chiel Buropean scon-
omiist at Barchays Bank, said policymalk-
ers at the ECRE would be “worried that
we are not seeing amy easing of inflation
dyramics at the core level”,

Fears of long recession page &

Martin Sandbu page 15
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the Financial Times but has gained
attenticon online in China in the absence
of offical mumbers.

A running online survey started on
Thursday by the state-owned Beljing
Hews found that 45 per centof 114,000
respondents had Covid o had already
recovered fom it

In the southern city of Shenzhen, a
phammacy owner said that his store had
um out af colds and fever medicne,

“1 have been asking for supplics for
two weeks but the factories are still
postponing my orders,” he sabd, adding
that he planned to plck up any supply
himself whenit became available.

“There are no drivers . . . theyare all
esting pesitive.”
Additional reporting by Eleanor Oicott,
«loria Liand joe Leaby

)

Briefing

= Credit Suisse inanced
Greensill insurance plan
Credit Suisse gave funding for
Greensill 1o et wp an in-house
imsurance firm, weeks after it
refused to renew the supphy chain
Einance company's policy.— Pass &

= EU Lo impose carbon tax
EUnations have reached a deal on
thee world's first big carbon border
e, despite claims from the bloc's
trading partmers that it creates
protectionist barriers.— paes 2

= Pioneer defends stance
The U5 bigpest shale oll operator
s hit back atthe White Howse
for sayingthe sector isacting
agalnst the national Interest by
Eiling toinorease drilllng, — racsa

» UK groups urge state aid
Electricity companies ane urging
the UK to boost access to a £40ba
state-backed liquidity sapport
scheme, amid fears that some
migght rum out of cash.— PasE &

= Warning on Doha-EU tics
A Qatarl diplomat has sald that
the BU's han dling of a corruption
scamdal threatesed to “negatively
affect” Qatar -EU talks on energy
SECUTiLY,— FAGE &

= Truphone founder bids
A founder of the British telecoms
group Truphone has submitted &
Bid e bary it back for $250mn
Erom Roman Abramovich and his

Fusslan assockiles. — PASE#

Deadly fentanyl
Duaths from synthtic eninids” as o
% of all opicid cwerdess deaths (LIS)

]
015 17 19 i1

33 emoewh rofing fowal “eschies mehadere

Scurce: COC

U5 awerddons deathes rom synithetic
opicids suth as fentaryd sccounted for
SO cf oll picid sverdons deaths in the
2 manth to July HIE Fentaryl now
darminates tha Sl apiokd mpply and
Fars dieen u resent surge in cverduses.
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Today, plenty of sunshine and wi
high 41. Tonight, mainly clear, w
diminishing, low 2459 Temorrow, sun-
shine and some clouds, high 40
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LAN BARTIMES MELTERS

At 35, Lionel Messi hoisted the World Cup trophy at last. His two goals against France helped Argentina end its 36-vear drought,

Messis Magic
Ends Anguish
For Argentina

LUSAIL, Qatar — Lionel Messi
had to wait, and wait, and wait
He had to wait until he was
reaching the sunset of his glitter-
ing, glorious career. He had to
wait until he had
RORY already tasted the
sting of defeat in a
S‘MITH World Cup final.

Tom He had b0 wait

even after he

SOCCER seemed to have
inspired Argentina's soccer team
to beat France in this year's final
on Sunday, first in regulation
time, then again in extra tme.

He had to wait until afver he
scored two goals — but Kylian
Mbappé of France, his heir ap-
parent on the world stage, had
gotten three, becoming the first
man to score & hat trick in a
World Cup final in more than half
a century. Regulation time ended
2-2; extra time ended, 3-3; and
then there were =, which
Argentina won, 4-2, the last twist
in the most extraordinary final in
this tournament's long history.

Omly then did Messi's wait, his
agony, come to an end. Only then
could he finally claim the one
prize that had eluded him, the
one honor he craved above all
others, the one achievement that
could further cement his stams
as the greatest player to have
played the game: delivering a
World Cup championship to
Argentina, its third overall hut
first since 1986,

Aowild, raw energy had s
around Argentina throughout
this tournament. It coursed
through the streets of Doha,
packed with tens of thousands of
Argentine fans for the last
month, It washed down from the
stands during each of the coun-
iry's seven games here, a pulsat-
ing, urgent electricity.

Comtinued on Page A8

Peruvian City Processes the Pain

By JULIE TURKEWITZ

AVACUCHO, Peru — Beyond
the burning tires and roadblocks
guarded by angry protesters, af-
ter the justice palace had been set
on fire and the military had been
sent to intervene, a funeral was
underway.

In a white coffin draped in the
flag of Peru, the body of Clemer
Fabricio Rojas, 22, traveled down
the road on Saturday in a crowd so
thick it seemed to float. His
mother wailed. And then, just as
the coffin passed an intersection,
a second one was borne down the
cross street, this one holding the
body of Christopher Michas]l Ra-
mos, just 15,

“Justice! "
shouted.

Peru is reeling from mass pro-

the IMOUFTErs

9 Are Killed in a Protest
Owver the Arrest of the
Ex-President

vest more than a week after Pedro
Castillo, the country's first lefiist
president in more than a genera-
tiom, tried to dissolve Congress
and rule by decree, setting off a
dizzying drama that resulted in
his arrest and the installment of
his vice president as the new exec-
utive,

The protests, by supporters of
M Castillo, have led to confronta-
tions with the police and the mili-
tary that have left at least 25 dead,
hundreds injured and a country
deeply divided over the mandate

of a Fatal Clash

af the new president, Dina Bolu-
arte, a former ally of Mr. Castillo’s.
Peru remains in a state of emer-
gency, with many civil liberties
ed and the military and
charged with enforcing
a curfew in parts of the country:

In few places are the tensions
more evident than in Ayacucho,
an overwhelmingly poor, larsely
rural department far from the cap-
ital that on Thursday was the
scene of a brutal encounter be-
tween protesters and the military,
It left nine people dead, including
Mr. Rojas and Mr Ramos.,

In an interview, the local head of
the ombudsman's office, David
Pacheco-Villar, said that after a
group headed toward the airport,
probably in an artempt to use it as
a seat of protest, soldiers re-

Continued on Page A6
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Clemer Fabricio Rojas, 22, was killed last week while protesting in the Avacucho region of Peru.

Election Victor
Has Big Holes
In His Résumé

Claims of Past Success
Don’t Check Out

By GRACE ASHFORD
and MICHAEL GOLD

George Santos, whose election
to Congress on Long Island last
month helped Republicans cinch
a narrow majority in the Howse of
Representatives, built his candi-
dacy on the notion that he was the
=full embodiment of the American
dream”™ and was running to safe-
guard it for others.

His campaign biography ampli-
fied his storybook journey: He is
the son of Brazilian immigrants,
and the first openly gay Republi-
can 10 win a HOuSe seal as & non-
incumbent. By his account, e cat-
apulted himself from a New York
City public college to become a
“seasoned Wall Street financier
and investor” with & Ffamily-
owned real estate portfolio of 13
properties and an animal rescue
charity that saved more than
2,500 dogs and cats.

But a Mew York Times review of
public documents and court fil-
ings from the United States and
Brazil, as well as various amempls
to verify claims that Mr Santos,
34, made on the campaign tral
s into question key parts of the
résumeé that he sold to vorers.

Citigroup and Goldman Sachs,
ithe margquee Wall Street firms on
Mr. Santos’s campaign Eraphy,
told The Times they had no recond
of his ever working there, Officials
at Baruch College, which Mr. San-
tos has said he graduated from in
2010, could find no record of any-
one matching his name and date
of birth graduating that year.

There was also little evidence
that his animal rescue group,
Friends of Pets United, was, as M
Santos claimed, a tax-exempt or-
ganization: The Internal Revenuwe
Service could locate no record of a
registered charity with that name.

His financial disclosure forms
suggesi a life of some wealth. He
lent his campaign more than
FT00, 000 during the midrerm elec-
tion, has donated thousands of
dollars to other candidates in the
last two yvears amnd reported a
SET50,000 salary and over 1 mil-
lion in dividends from his come-
pany, the Develder Organization.

Wet the firm, which has no pub-
lic website or LinkedIn page, is
something of a mystery. On a cam-
paign website, Mr. Santos once
scribed Devalder as his "familyvs
firm™ that managed S80 million in
assets. On his congressional fi-
nancial disclosure, he described it
as a capital introduction consult-
ing company, a type of boutigqu
firm that serves as a liais
tween investment funds and deep-
pocketed investors. But Mr San-
tos's disclosures did not reveal
any clients, an omission three
election law experts said could be
problematic if such clients exist.

And while Mr. Santos has de-
scribed a family fortune in real es-
tate, he has not disclosed, nor
could The Times could Ffind,
records of his properties.

Mr. Santos's eight-point victory,
in a district in northern Long Is-
land and northeast Queens that
previously  favored Democrats,
was considered a mild upsel. He
had lost decisively in the same dis-
trict im 2020 to Tom Suozzi, then
the Democratic imcumbent, and

Continued on Page A13

SEDITION TRIAL
FOR PROUD BOYS
ON JAN. 6 ROLE

FIVE ARE FACING PRISON

Prosecutors Aim to Show
Men Plotted to Stop
Transfer of Power

By ALAN FEUER

On the morning of Jan. 6, 2021,
as scores of Proud Boys were get-
ting ready to take their place in a
pro-Trump mob outside the Capi-
vol, a leader of the far-right group
sent a message to his colleagues.

“I want to see thousands of

normies burn that city to ash to-
W e wrote.
Almost two years later, the no-
tion that the Proud Boys wanted
to provoke violence among the
“normies” — or the normal people
— in the crowd that day rests at
the heart of the government’s case
against five members of the group
who are facing trial on charges of
seditious conspiracy in connec-
tion with the Capitol attack.

At the trial, which begins with
jury selection on Monday, pros-
ecutors intend to argue that the
five defendants turmed the mob
into a weapon on Jan. 6 and
pointed it at the Capitol, where
lawmakers had gathered to cer-
tify the results of the 2020 elec-
tion, according to court papers
and pretrial bearings. It was all
part of a plot, the gevernment will
say, to stop the lawful transfer of
power and ensure thar President
Daonald J. Trump remained in of-
fice.

The Proud Boys trial is opening
in Federal District Court in Wash-
ington less than a month after
Stewart Rhodes, the leader of an-
other far-right group, the Oath
Keepers militia, was convicted
along with one of his lieutenants of
seditious conspiracy at a separate
trial in the same courthouse,
which =its within sight of the
domed Capitol building.

While prosecutors could have
taken the five Prowd Bovs to trial
on relatively simple charges like
trespassing or interfering with
law enforcement officers, they in-
stead aimed higher and charged
sedition, which carries a hefty 20-
wyear maximum sentence and has
much more serious political con-
notations. But by doing so, the
government has asswmed the bur-
deen of proving that the defendants
plotted in advance of Jan. 6 to use
force to oppose the authority of
the U.S. gowvernment or to inter-
fere with the execution of federal
lavws — in this case, those that gowv-
ern the transfer of presidential
power.

Much as in Mr. Rhodes’s trial,
the government's presentation in
rhe Proud Boys trial will seek o
bolster its sedition charges with
thousands of internal text mes-
sages seized by the government
and  insider i

ferences between the two pro-
ceedings may be more instructive
than their similarities,
For one thing. prosecutors
Corttinued on Page AI2

TRUMP™S WEEK The [ormer presi-
dent awaits decisions on his taxes
and a criminal referral. PAGE A12

Streaming’s Golden Age Is Suddenly Dimming

By JOHN KOBLIN

American  television  viewers
have become accustomed to it
Dozens  of premieres every

month, hundreds of shows every
year, a guarantee from Hollywood
that there's always poing to be
sommething new to wateh,

The so-called Peak TV era has
included unexpected gems (" The
White Lotus™), huge hits

After Years of Growth,
New TV Series Flag

(“Stranger Things™), meat-and-
potatoes fare (nine different se-
ries from the "Law & Order”
producer Dick Wolf) and the ut-
terly bewildering (five full sea-
sons of the “Full House" reboot.

“Fuller House,” on Netflix).

But a new reality has become
increasingly clear ower the past
few months in Hollywood: Peak
TV has peak

The never-ending supply of
new programming that helped de-
fine the streaming era — Spawn-
ing shows at a breakneck pace but
also overwhelming viewers with
o many choices — appears to fi-

Continued on Page A L4

Telescope’s Name Ignites Fight on Homophobia

By MICHAEL POWELL

For halfl a decade now, influen-
tial young scientists have de-
nounced NASA’S decision to name
its deep-space telescope after
James E. Webh, wha led the space
agency to the cusp of the 1969
moon landing. This man, they in-
sisted, was a homophobe who
oversaw a purge of gay employ-
ees.

Personal Barbs Driving
Debate Over Webb

Hakeem Oluseyi, who is no
the president of the National Soc
ety of Black Phys
pathetic to these cri
delved into archives and talked 1o
historians and wrote a carefully

sourced essay in Medium in 2021
that laid out his surprising find-

say conclusively” Dr
Oluseyi wrote, “that there is zero
evidence that Webb lsgujltvoflhe
allegations against him."

That, he figured, would be that.
He was wrong.

The struggle over the naming of
the world’s most powerful space

Corttinued on Page AIS
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Abortion Ban's Aftermath

Blue Haven Ranch provides temporary
aid 1o new mothers in Texas. But how
ends? PAGE AS

will they survive when i

Critics Jam Highway Project
A $10 billion plan o widen the New

Jersey Turnpike near the Holland Tum-
FAGE Al

nel is fueling heaved debate.
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BUSINESS Bl-4

A ‘Cash Grab’ Tactic?

OBITUARIES B5-6

Counting Russias War Dead
Russian data journalists and volunteers
use open-source information ke news
articles and tombstone photographs to
tally losses from Ukraine, PAGE AS

A Hard Scotland Winter

In a Glasgow neighborhood, vital com-
munity hubs are strugghng to stay
afloat as energy costs rise. FPAGE A%

SPORTS D1-12
Going Long in the N.F.L.

Overtime finishes and costly stumbles
were plentiful in Week 15 as the race 1o
the playoffs intensified. PAGE D10

Albertsons wants to pay 54 billion o
sharehalders before its proposed
merger with Kroger, It would have to
borrow $1.5 billion to do it, PAGE B2

Where 4chan Owner [s a Star
In Japan, disenchanted young people
flock to Hirayuki Mishimura. He doesn't
ik much about his ownership of the
notorious website 4chan. PAGE BI

AMC’s Woes Highlight a Trend
I'he company’s sSIruggles 1o earm
encugh from streaming to offset losses
from its traditional cable business are
common in the industry. PAGE BI

ARTS C1-6
Dripping With Technology

The “Avatar™ sequel uses digital tech-
niques to make the water that domi-
nates the film so realistic, PAGE C1

Racism and the Monarchy
Salamishah Tillet takes a look at what
the new Netflix docu-series "Harry &
Meghan™ says about race. PAGE C1

An Experimental Composer

Herbert Deutsch co-created the first
synthesizer to make an IMPact on mu-
sic of all genres, He was 5. PAGE BS

Aurtist and Realist
The life models painted by Philip Peark-
stein, 98, represented a major depar-

ture in American ar. PAGE BE
OPINION Al8-18
Caroline Edwards PAGE Alg
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LIONEL MESSI basks in the moment as he holds the World Cup trophy after Argentina’s win over Franceo.

ANALYSIS

ICONIC END AFTER
CONTENTIOUS START

LUSAIL, Qatar — A World Cup
that opened with a beer ban ended
with a champagne toast, A tourna-
memnt that started with a eall for cul-
tural sensitivity finished with a cul-
tural icon being celebrated.

The first World Cup held in the
Middle East and the first played ina
majority-Muslim country will some-
day be remembered for many
things, but for now there’s no reason
to look past Sunday's epic final,
which ended with Lionel Messi [i-
nally lifting the M-inch, solid-gold
World Cup trophy as fireworks ex-
ploded from the roof of a sold-out,
89,000-seat stadium, lighting up the
night sky.

It was the only prize Messi,
widely considered the greatest play-
er in soceer history, had never won

World-renowned star
claims elusive World
Cup crown to close
tournament steeped
in controversy

By KEEviN BAXTER

Crowning achievement

For Argentina’s Messi, finally
winning World Cup cements his
legaoy as all-time great. SEORTS, D1

And when he came face to face with
it for the first time after Argentina’s
penalty-kick win over France, he
paused to give it a gentle kiss,

In football-mad Argentina the
late Diego Maradona, who led Ar-
gentina to its last world champi-
onship in 1986, is so revered, there
was a religion — La Iglesia Marado-
nianaor the Church of Maradona —
dedicated to him. In Messi's home-
Town.

Messi, meanwhile, can't even
claim a pew. But that might soon
change after tens of thousands of
people poured into the streets of
Buenos Alres to celebrate Sunday’'s
tithe.

Messi's title.

Argentina’s captain scored seven

[See World Cup, A4]

COLUMN ONE

Riches to

rags for
an L..A.
con man

Edgar Sargsyan was
riding high in the
criminal underworld,
owning mansions and
jets. By 2018, he was in
bankruptcy court.

BY MATTHEW ORMSETH

dgar Sargsyan’s

Journey to bank-

ruptcy court began

with a one-way

ticket from Armme-
nia.

It descended into the
underworld of Los Angeles,
where he learned at the
elbow of a crime Mgure how
deals are made and dirty
money can underwrite a
glittering facade of legiti-
macy.

Sargsyan shook hands
with governors and pres
dents at a Beverly HﬂJsclg;zr
club and conferred with
gangsters in jail. He made a
fortune through fraud and
diug dealing while sur-
rounding himselfwith an
entourage of corTupt law-
mern.

But by 2018, the fun was
over, the money was dryving
up and Sargsyan found
himselfin bankruptey
court, where what remained
of his companies’ assets —
two jets, a penthouse in
Beverly Hills and a stake in
a Sharon Stone film, among

[See Sargsyan, AG]

Crmmameo MOLINA Los Angeles Times

A UCLA study found that the “mansion tax™ will affect only about 4% of overall
real estate transactions in a given year. Above, a March for Housing in 2049,

Wealthy look for ways to
dodge L..A. ‘mansion tax’

Some homeowners,
developers rush to sell
before levy takes
effect April L Others
get more creative.

BY JACH FLEMMING

Dreath and taxes are life's
two certainties — but not if
the rich can help it.

Just weeks after Los An-
geles voters backed a new
measure that puts a one-
time transfer Lax on proper-
Ly sales abowve $5 million to
generate money for afford-
able housing and homeless-
ness prevention, the city'saf-
fluent homeowners are ex-

ploring potential ways of
avoiding the tax.

EKnown as Measure ULA
— for United to House LA
— the ordinance marketed
as a “mansion tax" will lm-
pose a 4% tax on property
sales above 55 million, rising
5% on sales abowve $10
on. So a $5-million sale
would include a S200,000 tax,
and a $10-million sale would
include a $550,000 tax, which
is typically paid by the seller.

It's set to take effect April
1. and it's already causing
shock waves in the LA
housing market. Although
some analysts say high-end
transactions will remain
highly profitable, others fear
the tax will not only drive de-
velopers elsewhere but also
discourage the construction

of multifamily housing that
it was meant to foster.

Agents say homeowners
and developers are already
rushing to sell before the
deadline.

“For owners who were on
the fence about selling, this
will speed up the process,™
Compass agent Bret Par-
H0ns said.

He said he had one client
who was planning to slowly
downsize and sell sometime
in the next six months but
called Parsons right after
the measure passed saying
he'd clean the place up bm-
mediately so they could list
it in the next few weeks. The
new tax would take a chunk
out of his retirement fund,
and he needs to sell before

Soo Mansion tax, A8]

latimes.com

Drinking water
will spring from
polluted aquifer

L.A. is winding up a
£600-million project
to revitalize a
contaminated site
unused for decades.

By HAYLEY SMITH

As drought and climate
change ravage California’s
once-reliable supply  of
drinking water, officials in
Los Angeles are setting their
sights on a relatively new,
almost untapped resource
for the city's 4 million resi-
dents: the Superfund site in
thelr own backyard.

MNearly T0% of the city's 15
wells in the San Fernando
Walley groundwater basin —
the largest under the
purview of the Los Angeles
Department of Water and
Power — have been sitting
unused for decades after
dangerous contaminants
seeped into the aguifer.

Now the city is nearing
completion of a $600-milllon

plan to bring that resource
back online. Centered on
three treatment facilities in
the Valley, the groundwater
remediation project will es-
sentially create giant filters
for the city's toxic plume, en-
abling Angelenos to re

full access to up to 87,000
acre-feet of water each year,
or nearly a fifth of what they
COMSUIMTE.

Some say it can't happen
soon enough.

“What the drought does
is it makes groundwater
even more important as a
source of water for us —
that's really what it comes
down to,” said Anselmo
Collins, DWEF senior assist-
ant general manager. “The
ultimate goal I1s to be able to
take this water and be able
to put it into the drinking-
water system.”

The praoject has been
wears in the making, but the
problem can be traced back
even further.

In the mid-20th century,
a postwar boom trans-
formed the San Fernando

[See Groundwater, AE]

Many have faith
in Bass, poll says

WVoters have favorable
view, despite doubts

about public safety. By
contrast, City Council
still deeply unpopular.

By BENTAMIN ORESKES

If the last week was any
indication. Mayor Karen
Bass starts her tenure with
the wind at her back.

A clear indicator came
when her campaign promise
to declare a state of emer-
gency on homelessness
made its way through the
Los Angeles City Council
and was embraced by a body
normally reluctant o relin-
quish power. Council mem-
bers’ approval provided the
mayor with expanded con-
trol over the city's response
to the homelessness crisis.

That early win for Bass

reflects a political reality
highlighted by a new poll of
city voters: The mayor has
more support than does the
council, and a plurality of
woters believe she can ad-
dress the city's problems
with homelessness and
housing.

The poll found that the
15-member City Council is
deeply unpopular after sev-
eral years of scandals, in-
dictments, trials and. this
fall, the release of a record-
ing of three council members
making racist comments in
a private meeting. A sus-
pended member awalts trial.
Two former members have
either pleaded guilty or
await trial. Two incumbents
lost their seats this year on
the wave of discontent stem-
ming from the city s inability
to adequately address the
homelessness erisis.

The poll is generally fa-
worable for Bass, but also

[See Poll, A12]

Views of L.A. Mayor Karen Bass

Bass starts her tenure with a favorable image among
wvoters. Black voters favor her the most, while Asian
voters are the most likely to say they don't know enough

about her.

I Favorable Unfavorable

No opinion/Don’t know

A voters T 26%
z0%
LA = 2%

d vaters o Los Angalos ware

aram from an onbine survey
pelish and Sparesh. The rediiebiy

Davio LAUTER Loa Angales Times

“A war between darkness and light”

Jews in Ukraine gather in Kyiv for the Jewish Festi-
wal of Lights and a menorah ceremony. WoRLD, A3

Bass to launch
‘Inside Safe’ plan

L.A. mayor’s program
will help people living in
tents on streets move
intoe hotel and motal
rooms. CALIFORNTA, Bl

Weather
Mostly sunny.
L.A. Basin: 35{45 BE&

Dicker wins it for
Chargers, 17-14
Kicker nails garm

clinching ﬁe]d gval with
four seconds left to beat
the Titans. SPORTS, D4

||B59~44

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Capitalism fuels the climate crisis. Can it also offer solutions? A9
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The Commanders lose a pivotal NFC East matchup with the Giants to fall to 7-6-1. D1
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Sinema’s
party exil
months in
the making

BY ¥voNNE WINGETT
SaNcHEZ
AND L1z GooDwiN

Sen. Kyrsten Sinema it
many by surprise earlier this
month when she announced she
was leaving the Democratic Party
and registering as an independ-
ent, saying in a slickly produced
video that the change is “a reflec-
thon of wiho ['ve always been”

But the decision was months in
the making, according to current
and fnﬂne'r aldes and allies close
to the senator from Arizona, and it
reflected Sinemas longtime dis-
satisfaction with the Democratic
Party. Her consternation deep-
ened in recent years, =aid these
people, who, like others inter-
viewed for this article, spoke on
the condition of anonymity to dis-
cuss internal deliberations.

The unhappiness has run in
bath directions and loomed over
Sinema's political future, prompt-
ing some critics tosee a caloulated
ploy for survival in Sinema’s an-
nouncement. She is unpopular
with Democrats at home follow-
ing some high-profile party-line
defections. Polls also suggested
she could lose a Democratic pri-
mary if she sought reelection in
2024 — a hurdle she would no
longer need to clear as an inde-
pendent.

MNow Sinema, 46, has caused
what many see as the first big
potential political earthquake in
the battle for the Senate In 2024,
is the latest of several

throughout her ca-
rear, as she hag climbed the ladder
from Green Party activist to state
SEE SINEMA 0N A6

Musk says he
is sl,clklllﬁ his

'Y Faz Sippigur,
CAT ZAKRZEWSKI
Anm Mamiss LA

Elon Musk apologized and
launched a poll asking whether
he should step down as head of
Twitter on Sunday night after the
company launched a new policy
that would suspend accounts
linking to certain other plat-
forms, & move that ignited mas-
sive backlash from individuals
including some of Muosk's own
SuppOrters.

Musk apologized after putting
the policy in place and wrote:
“Going forward, there will be a
vote for major policy changes. My
apologies. Won't happen again™®

He then launched a Twitter
poll, surveying users on whether
he ghould step dewn. Musk had
abided by past polls, despite them
being unscientific and unrepre-
sentative.

SEE TWITTER ON A6

Alleged stalker: Police soo no link
o Fwitter accournt Musk blamed, A14

Democracy DHes in Darkness

BY CHUCK CULPEFPER

LUSAIL, QATAR — Oocasionally, a
game will wriggle out of its stan-
dard definition and start taking
on certain human characteristics.
It will defy assumption after as-
sumption, diazzle and dumbfound,
stun and stir, swerve and swerve
back almost as if cackling. It will
soar off into some life of its own —
uncommaonly alive and maybe
even delighted by its oam caprice.

Then sometimes, as with this

festival of endorphins of a Waorld
Cup final between Argentina and
France on Sunday night in an cut-
landish din at Lusall Stadiam, it
will pull a trick the rest of the
workd can’t: It will go ahead and
prove immediately deathless.
Thats where this one heads
now as the billion or so whoe
watched begin the hard art of pro-
cessing how Argenting and its 35
yvear-old global hero, Lionel Messi,
edged France and Iits 23-year-obd
global hero, Kylian Mbappé, 42

>3

WORLD CUP

Argentina prevails in a wild final
Afer susrendering their lead twice,
Argentines win on penalty kicks. D1

on penalty kicks after an unreal
33 draw. They can try to recollect
the ride on which this thing took
many of the 46 million Argentines
and the 67 million French and

BMONIAY,

141 BOTSFORTY THE WASHRG TR FOST

Argentina beat France, 4-2, on penalty kicks after a 3-3 draw in the World Cup final. Lionel Messi's side blew leads of 2-0 after 79 minutes
and 3-2 after 108 minutes, but the 35-year-old global star still was able to take home the trophy he had chased through five tournaments.

With a final win., Messi finally gets his due

Argentina claims the World Cup title for the first time in 36 years after an unreal finish to the tournament

mech of the rest of the world, from
2-0 Argentina after 79 minutes to
2-2 after 50 to 3-2 Argentina after
108 to 3-3 after 120 to the penal-
ties, Here this whole episode goes,
breathing on into the future.

In cafes and hair shops and
pubs and classcooms amd dens,
people can talk forever about a

Trump’s
lack of
restraint
endures

FLOUTING NORMS
DRAWS LEGAL PERIL

Chaos of White House
reigns at Mar-a-Lago

DECEMBER 19,

BY ROSALINDG S, HELDERMAN,
Josa Dawsey,
AsSHLEY PARKER
AND JACQUELINE ALEMANY

PALM BEACH, FLA. — When Don-
ald Trump invited the mpper for-
merly known as Kanye West and
white supremacist Nick Fuentes
to join him for dinner on the patio
‘of his Florida club last month, the
former president had no chief of
staff or senior aide at his side,

There was no scheduler, either,
nor a press aide. Only one person
staffed Trump at the gathering
with antisemites that drew daysof
denunciations: Walt Nauta, acook
and military valet in the Tromp
White House who is now em-
ployed as an all-purpose gofer for
the former president and who
ushered the group to the table
‘before leaving them alone to talk.
Mauta has continued to serve
Trump boyally at Mar-a-Lago, even
ssh.ehase’mergedasakeywlmew
in the Justice Department’s inves-
tigation of whether Tramp pur-
posely hid classified documents
from avthorities.

The Nowv. 22 dinner, described
by three people familiar with the
event, meatly encapsulates

SEE TRUMP ON Ad

night in which one Ar-
zenllm‘s Lionel Scaloni, sai
“The match was completely in-
sane;" while the other, France's

SEE WORLD CUFP ON Al3

Hard road home for

By Arex HorTon

The ground was a thicket of
Russian land mines. Lethal. Too
many o avoid. Oleksandr Fedan,
a soldier in the Ukrainian ammy,
rememhbers. driving through the
fleld and then a roar of fire,
shrapnel and light,

He leaped from the wreckage
of his self-propelled howitzer.
What was left of his legs snapped
and splintered when he hit the
earth, alive — miraculously — and
with enough presence of mind o
slip on two tourniquets. The field
hospital, though, was hours away.

That was in May, as Ukrainian
‘troops in the country’s southeast
blitzed pockets of Russian forees
in limited counteroffensives. Six
manths later, Fedun, 23, was in
suburban [.C., ready to attempt
what his dectors back home had
=said was unlikely ever to happen.

He grasped the parallel bars,
took a breath and hoisted himself
up on his new carbon-fiber legs. It
was a start. But Fedun’s goal lsn't

SEE UKRAINE 0N Al

Ukrainian soldier O at
Prosthetics in Silver Spring, Md.. mtomnlmrmlsofwhu remains of his legs.

Ukraine’s ampulees

For most soldiers in need, best prosthetics and new standards of care oul of reach

EILL CF LEAT/ THE WASHIGTORN POST

HECTOS RETAAANL AGENCE FRAN CE-
China’s coron
predict 1 mil

SEEAGETTY IMABES.
irus wave Several analyses
o more deaths after the
nation loosened its strict covid-19 policies. ALl
s As Hanukkah arrived,
ding with a
dents. Bl

THE NMATION

military officers are call-
ing on Congress to.act
immediately to bolster
support for Afghans who
assisted the American
wear effort. A2
President Bidens d-
visersare preparing a
strategy for his likely
2024 bid that would ex-
pand efforts to organise
comtent-sharing
e pporters and
their friends o
Forrms sueh as ‘uk
and WhatsApp. A3

THE WORLD
Facingblackouts and
Iramian-musde dnones

Prominent retired 1.5,

Uk
mglbmcl tubuoﬂ its

entry to the 2023
Eurovision song contest,
choosing the winner live
from a Kyiv metro
station that doubles asa
bomb shelter. a9

THE ECONOMY

YouTube is pushing ed-
uecational childrens vid-
o5, but can parents trust

THE REGION
D% public school

system could soeom have a

Fedun i

budget maodel requiring
that campuses get at
least as much funding as
they did the previous
year, Bl

pro forma session.

WEDNESDAY
The House meets to
eonsider the cmnilus

ical Center Drthotics and

D.C. leader
vexed by rise
in juvenile
shootings

BY Eniny Davies

The boys had come to say
goodbye to their 14-year-old
teammate,

They stood on the same foot-
‘ball field where they had played
together as kids, dressed in the
same black and orange jerseys
‘they had worn to win champion-
ship=. But now their baby faces
were starting to show facial hair,
And Antoine “Twon™ Manning,
their former wide receiver, was
dead, fatally shot outside of his
farmily home.

The Nowv. 3 vigil in Southeast
Washington was supposed  to
give the boys a chance to share
what they loved about Antoine.
Their ¢oaches and parents hoped
it would help them process his
loss. But the night was almost
wover, and the boys had hardly
shared a word.

“Young men” said Bob Brown,
a coach, “Each aml every one of
y'all should get up here and pour
your heart out."

SEE SHOOTINGS ON AT

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY
President Biden meets
with Ecuadoran Presi-
dent Guilleromo Lasao at
the White House,

The Senate considers
the nomination of Mar-
tin J. Gruenberg wochair
the Board of Divectors of
the Federal Deposit In-
surance Corporation.

img oversight of the 1.5,
Capital Police,
TUESDAY

The Honse meets ina

speending bill.

THURS DAY
Jobless claims
week ended De
expected ol 225,000, up
fromm 11,000 the week
before,

The Commeroe
Department issucs the
third estimate of third-
apuarter GOP, which is
et o sluow o
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Tossing tomes
America is drowning in
oid books. Getting rid of
them can bring backache
and heartbreak. €1

MNever-ending story
Meghan and Harry made
a fairytale escape. writes
Monica Hesse. But they
still smem trapped, talling
us of their break with the
crown over and over, G1

FRIDAY
Draly

orders for Movember
are expected tofall
0.7 percent.
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Inflation,
economy

concerns
for 2023

Majority polled
say US is headed
in wrong direction

Susan Page and Sarah Elbeshbishi
UsA TODAY

Americans are braced for an unhap-
PY New year.

Two-thirds of respondents in a new
USA TODAY/Suffolk University poll say
the country has gotten off on the wrong
track, and they express little confidence
in either political party or any branch of
government to effectively address the
challenges they see ahead.

Their priority for President Joe Bi-
den and the new Congress in 2023 is
clear: inflation and the economy, cho-
sen as the No. lor No. 2 issue by 54% of
those surveyed. That's double the
number for any other issue.

“I'm hopeful, but I'm also doubtful,”
said Janet Brown, a Republican and
mortgage broker in Petaluma, Califor-
nia. Peter Grant, a Democrat who owns
a small marine business in Waldoborao,
Maine, described himself as “weary.”

“We're in for some tumultuous
times,” Grant, 62, predicted in a follow-
up interview after participating in the
poll. “Things are not good in this coun-
try right now in a lot of ways.”

The survey of 1,000 registered vot-
ers, taken by landline and cellphone
Dec. 7-11, has a margin of error of plus
or minus 3.1 percentage points.

There were few signs of a burst of
optimism as the new vear nears.

By 65%-26%, Americans say the
country has gotten on the wrong traclk,

See POLL, Page 6A

MIKE DE SISTI/USA TODAY NETWORK

Winter’s early rush
of illness explained

Why is everyone getting a cold or the
flu? Experts say it's a combination of
factors, including the pandemic, mask-
ing and other virus patterns. But could
we have seen the worst of it already?
we'll tell you what the experts say.

Story on ZA

‘B8o505"01005%
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AMERICA IN PAIN

ILLUSTRATION: ANDREA BRUNTY, USA TODAY; AND GETTY IMAGES

Our country has a chronic pain problem.
How can we find relief without exacerbating it?

Karen Weintraub
UsaA TODAY

Every morning, even before open-
ing her eyves, Pamela Bobb begins to
scan her body. She pays attention to
how each foot feels, then each leg,
working her way up. By the time she
gets to her neck and shoulders, she's
breathing deeply and relaxing.

She knows the shooting pain will
strike as soon as her feet reach the
floor, but this 20 minutes of medita-
tive thinking and breathing means
less misery to start her day.

Bobb, 59, who lives west of Knox-
wille, Tennessee, has never known

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is the first of a five-part
series exploring chronic pain, the
challenges of treatment and the
scientific advances offering hope
for the future.

Today: The biclogy of pain.

Tuesday: Complementary
therapies for pain.

Wednesday: Pediatric pain.

Thursday: Cannabis for pain
control.

Friday: The future of pain control.

life without pain. Born with a mal-
formed pelvis, she had surgery with-
in a day of delivery and 18 more pel-
wvic operations before she turmed 40
until finally there was nothing more
surgeons could do,

Every day since — "every single
minute of every day since” — Bobb
has felt as if there’s a rubber band
stretched tightly between her belly
button and her back

Many Americans know all too well
the reality of such endless suffering.

At least 1 in 5 live with chronic
pain. Some experts put the figure at

See PAIN, Page 4A

Jan. 6 panel’s decision key
to public legacy, DOJ probe

The panel will vote whether Donald
Trump and others should be referred
for prosecution. ANDREW HARMIK AP

Referrals would send
a message, analysts say

Kevin Johnson
Usa TODAY

WASHINGTON — The special House
committee examining the U.S. Capitol
attack has had its share of signature
moments during an 18-month inguiry
that has featured riveting testimony
from former top Trump administration
officials, police officers and a rioter
across nine public hearings this year.

On Monday, the bipartisan panel is

set to take its most defining actions
when lawmakers vote on whether key
figures in the inguiry, including Donald
Trump, should be referred to the Justice ||
Department for criminal prosecution.

Federal prosecutors already are lead-
ing two criminal investigations that
could directly implicate
president who sought to overturn the |
2020 election after he lost.

Yet the committee’s final act, while
not binding on Justice, is expected to
render a long-awaited verdict of its own
on the conduct of Trump and a constel-

See COMMITTEE, Page 3A

the former |
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Argentina campeon

Gloria eterna

Messi marcd dos goles y se corond junto a la seleccion en la mejor final de todos los tiempos; un
arrebato de Mbappé convirtié el partido en una batalla épica; los penales desataron la fiesta nacional

Maessi besa la Copa en el estadio Lusail: una imagen sofiada que consagra una carrera inigualable

GETTY IMAGES

Messi selld su ingreso al Del dominio total a la Fervor popular en las calles | Laintimidad de la fiestade | Suplemento especial
Olimpo del fithol angustia ¥ los penales de todo el pais v euldrico los argentinos en Doha El camino de los héroes
Juan Manuel Trenado Diego Moring festejo en el Obelisco Federioo Aguila de Qatar: el mes que
Paginad Pigina b Pagina 16 Pagina 20 nunca olvidaremos

26 argentinos ayudaron a que 47 millones &

de personas seamos las mas felices del mundo.

iVamos, Argentina! &ngan ander

sAyudarte

Los accionistas de Banco Santander Argentina S.A. no responden en exceso de su integracion accionaria.
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EDITORIAL A2

Retrocesso

a vista

Nao € sd na compatibili-
zagao de boa gestiio orca-
mentédria com responsabi-
lidade social que o gover
no eleito emite sinais con-
fusos. Preocupa o diagnos-
tico sobre o saneamento,
que pede revogacao de
parte do marco regulatd
rio aprovado em 2c20.

O novo governo deve dar
continuidade &s parceri-
as piblico-privadas e ao
aperfeicoamento institu-
cional. Mudar o marco do
saneamento por ideolo-
gia e corporativismo sera
um grave retrocesso.

Acabar com as
privatizacoes poe
projetos em xeque

A decisao de por fim as
privatizagdes no pais,
anunciada pelo futuro go-
wverno, afeta diretamente
seis processos de desesta
tizagAo de ativos federais
gue jd vinham sendo toca-
dos, como o dos Correios.

Ha risco de impacto na
situacio fiscal, ja que as
privatizaches podem aba-
ter divida. mercado A15

ENTREVISTA DA 23
Mayank Bidawatka

Twitter é um clube
exclusivo de quem
se vé importante
Cofundadordo microblog
indiano Koo, que faz su-
cesso no Brasil, Mayank
Bidawatka diz que a pla-
taforma serd rigorosa na
moderacao de contetidos.
Ele critica o Twitter por co-
brar por verificagio e “fal-
ta de ransparéncia®. “So-
mos wma plataforma mui
to mais inclusiva’ ara

Venezuelanos
relatam desafios e
vitdrias no Brasil
Diariamente, dezenas
de familias cruzam a pé
a fronteira da Venezue-
la com Roraima. Em dia-
rios escritos a pedido da
Folha, contam as adversi-
dades da migracio e des-
crevem futuro incerto,
mas tamb€m congquistas,
relata Flivia Mantowvani,
de BoaVista. MundoAtoeatt

Maria Homem

E reconfortante
ter um lugar para
se refugiar ==

Maria Homem deixs de escrever
sua coluna am Cotidiano

EDITORIAL A2
Contra a dengue

A respeito de vacina de-
senvolvida no Butantan.

Sao Paulo hoje

610_u4877

A Copa tem novo tricampe-
a0, a Argentina, que bateu
aFran¢anos pénaltisem fi
nal dramatica, apds empa-
te por3a 3. Eleito o melhor
jogador do Mundial, Messi
fez dois gols e chega & con-
sagracio aos 35 anos.

Paulo Vinicius Coelho
Nunca houve uma
final de Mundial
cOmo esta ps

Tony Goes

Galvao se despede
da TV ao seu estilo,
bombdstico p.s

SEGUNDA-FEIRA, 19 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2022

Superiores em boa parte
dojogo, os argentinos abri-
ram 2 a ono tempo normal
€3 a2naproimogacio, mas
Mbappé, a outra estrela da
competiciao, marcou trés (o
que S0 OCOITera WINa Vez em
finais) e forcou os penais.

Selegdes campeis

@ Brasil
e Alemanha
0 Icélia
O Argentina
O Franga
&S uruguai
@ Espanha
@ Inglaterra

COpa 2022

Messi ganha a Copa,
a Copa ganha Messi

Argentina é tri nos pénaltis apds final dramatica com a Franga

Marcada por protestos
contraa politica de direitos
humanos do Qatar, a Copa
veve recorde de gols (172) e
pds Messi —multicampe-
a0 por clubes, Gnico pre-
miado 7 vezes melhor do
mundo-— em seu pantedo.

Messi segura troféu de melhor jogador do torneio e toca na taca da Copa, algo s6 permitido aos atletas vencedores: row s xai shafentach Meuters, com fundo Sgitslmente amplisds

Herdeiro de Maradona, o
craque repete o idolo e le-
vanta a taga que a Argenti-
nanao ganhava desde 1986.
O triunfo quebra a sequén-
cia de selegdes europeias
no topo, iniciada apds o
penta brasileiro de zo002.

Festa perto do Obelisco, em Buenos Airés  agustin Marcarian /Reuters

R$ 6,00

Em Buenos Aires, a “fi-
nal do infarto” teve como-
¢ao, invocacio de Mara-
dona e concentracao de
milhares no Obelisco, tra-
dicional ponto de come-
moracio na cidade, relata
Sylvia Colombo. copazozz

Juca Kfouri
Ninguém mereceu
tanto a taca neste
século como ele p-

Mathias Alencastro
Contestada, Copa
do Qatar foi golago
geopolitico an
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Victoria clara de Honor Colorado en las internas partidarias simultaneas

En la ANR eligieron a Pefia y la
ficertacion opto por

@ Ahora queda el desafio de curar
las heridas que dejo el proselitismo.

@ Varios politicos escombros
volvieron a ser electos candidatos.

@ S¢ habla de unir a la oposicion
en torno a una sola candidatura.

Horacio Cartes es el '
nuevo presidente de
Ia Junta de Gobierno

PAGINAS Zalally 40

Candidatos. E.antlago I-’e"i.a derrotd a Arnoldo Wiens por una diferencia de
92 618 votos, Triunfo de Efrain Alegre fue contundente en la Concertaciin

Qatar. La Al-

Messi por fin alz6 la Copa de Campetn del Mundo
biceleste en
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« Sans la liberte d

terme d'une finale extraordinaire J"ATBENTTE, menée pardl bnel Meéssi impérial, : €
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La tristesse
et le panache

Malgré le match phénoménal de Kylian Mbappé, auteur
d’un triplé, I'équipe de France s'est inclinée,

aprés une éprouvante séance de tirs au but,

Elle aura montre durant toute la compétition une force
collective impressionnante.

_ R 3 EDITORIAL por vves ruscare
foudres en interne,

Meélenchon se voit E IJO us to uﬂa n t _l'

en « paratonnerre »

I
La vague Omicron
déferle sur la Chine

AR
Reéponses a la question h - q E Et Mbappe
de samedi: poment de : . est arrive.
Didier Descharnps daoit-il ] N
rester tionneur de ) ° Et une,

équipe de France ? et deux,
NOMN
Yo 20%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 112411

Votez aujourd hui o
g ares L ettt ap ' LEXCELLENCE FRANGAISE DU MAITRE TAILLEUR
Coupe du monde : la . .

victoire des Argentins
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How we met

A celebrity special o

Sophie Ellis-Bextor, Simon Callow, Adjoa Andoh, Tom
Kerridge and more reveal the stories of their romance

Bamey Ronay
Lusail Stadivm, Qatar

fter 12 years,

shredded schedules

and a whirl of

_'#'-::IL}-C‘”'II‘ 4 :,lﬁ ef

death and ghosts

and suffering; after
armbands, hard power, the Daves
in the desert vibe; after 64 games
of the Catar 2022 World Cup, the
Lusail Stadium dished up a purely
sporting surprise.

This was the greatest Fifa World
Cup final ever played. It was also
a third World Cup victory for
Argentina, who beat France on
penalties at the end of a wildly
oscillating 3-3 draw.

More tellingly, it wasalsoa
kind of coronation, belatedly, for
the greatest footballer of the age,
probably of any age, the mooching
35-year-old mobile braln Lionel
Messi, a thousand games into his
astonishing career.

This was, frankly, an emotional
overload, a game that
seemed to have been won

Hamza Yassin Wildlife expert
tobecome household name Y

-

Maonday
19 December 2022

A Argenting's Lionel Messi lifts the Fifa World Cup traphy as his teammates celebrate their victory over France yesterday puomocsan: siam sorTsRiLLprsaTTy

‘Workers who made jeans for Tesco

‘trapped in effective forced labour’

Exclusive Supermarket
faces landmark lawsuit
in the UK from 130
former factory workers

Emily Dugan
Mae Sot

Burmeseworkers who produced F&F
jeans for Tesco in Thailand repart
heing trapped in effective forced
labour and working 99-hour weeks
far illegally low pay in appalling

conditions, a Guardian investiga-
tion has found.

Tesco facesa landmark lawsuit in
the UK from 130 former VK Garment
factary (WKG) workers, whoare suing
the supermarket chain for alleged
negligence and unjust enrichment.
The workers made jeans, jackets
and other F&F clothes for the Thai
branch of Tesco's business between
2017 and 2020.

Tescosaid the garments were sold
anlyonthe Thai market, although the
Guardian has seen images of labels
written in English on clathes under-
stood to be made there.

Profits from sales in Thailand went
back to the UK.

It is believed to be the first time
a UK company has been threatened
with litigation in the English courts
over a foreign garment factory inits
supply chain that it does not own,

The factory is in Mae Sot, a city at
the Myanmar border that relies on
Burmese migrant labour, and which
has developed a reputation over the
past decade as a “wild west™ for work-
ers’ rights.

The lawsuit argues that Tesco
should have known the area was
notorious for exploitation.

The Guardian has investigated
the allegations made by the former
factory warkers and interviewed 21
af them in Mae Sot, They described
being paidas lirtle as £3a day to work
from Bam to 11pm with just one day
off a month, Detailed records kept
by supervisors seen by the Guard-
ian show the majority of workers on
their lines were paid less than £4 a
day, depending on their productivity.
The Thai minimum wage then was £7
for an eight-hour day,

Waorkers sald they had to wark
through the night for 24 hours at
least once a menth to fulfil large FEF

orders, and became so exhausted
theyfell asleepat their sewing tables.
Some reported serious injuries:
ane man described slicing open his
arm carrying a dangerously heavy
interlock sewing machine, requiring
13 stitches, Another said he had lost
the tipofhis index finger after slicing
itina buttan machine while making
F&F jackets. Many said they had been
shouted atand threatened by factory
managers if they did not keep work-
ing overtime and meet targets.
Mare than a dozen of the work-
ers interviewed said the
factory had opened bank



