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e

he Fed wved an in-

terest-rate increase of
0.5 percentage point and
signaled plans to lift rates
through the spring, though
likely in smaller increments,
to combat high inflation. A1
# U.5. stocks fell after the
central bank's meeting.
with the S&P 500, Nasdag
and Dow losing 0U6%, OL8%
and 04%, respectively. The
vield on the 10-vear Trea-
sury note edged higher. B10

# The SEC voted to advance
the biggest changes to US.
stock-market rules since the
mid-200:0s, aiming to give
small investors better prices
on their trades and reduce
SO Al enjoyved by
high-speed trading firms. Bl
# Musk sold more than
£3.5 billion worth of Tesla
stock this week in his sec-
ond round of sales since

Twitter, according to
a regulatory disclosure. BL

* A top executive of FTX's
Bahamas subsidiary warmed
that country’s securities au-
thority days before the com-
pany filed for bankriptey of
customer fund transfers to

Alameda, documents show BS

+ Delta Alr Lines raised its
profit outlook for the fourth
quarter, saying it expects
strong demand for air trawvel
to maintain momentum. B1

+ Warner Bros. Discovery
said it expects to face as
much as $1 billion more in
restructuring charges than
it had previously forecast. B2
#+ Growth in U.S. healthcare
spending slowed to 2.7%
last year after a 2020
surge in federal outlays on
the pandemic, according
to a government report. AS

Waorld - Wide
e e

# Republican p

woters have high interest
in Florida Gov. DeSantis as
a potential 2024 presiden-
tial nominee and view him
more favorably than they
do former President
Trumpy, according to a mew
Wall Street Journal poll. Al

* Ukrainian air defenses
repelled a wave of Russian
strikes in Kyiv, knocking at
least 13 dromes out of the
sky, with explosions reported
in the l:\enterofthe city. AT
# The U.S. is mowving to
impose sanctions on Viadi-
mir Potanin, one of Russia's
wealthiest men, as well as on
some of his financial com-
panies, 1S, officials said. A7
# The House passed a one-
week government funding
il to suveccmw&ssmlal ne-
gotiators time to complete an

-Blﬁ BLEU: France's team “'Ih‘ﬂmi- after defeating Morocco Z-0 in the semifinals
will head into Sunday’s final against Argentina looking to become the first team to retain the title since Braz

Repayment of Pandemic Loans
I11-Timed for Many Businesses

By RUTH SrmMox

Marly small businesses that
res federal pandemic aid
are nm.v seeing the bill come
due, and some say the timing
couldn't be worse.

WrightIMC, based in Allen,
Texas, borrowed $150,000 from
the Small Business Administra-
tion's Covid disaster loan pro-
gram two yvears ago. The 20-
person digital-marketing
agency made its first $L600
loan payment this month, just

as ad sales are softening.

The disaster loan “has cer-
tainly helped us to survive and
avoid layoffs,” said owner Tony
Wiright, who has frozen hiring
and is cutting expenses as cus-
tomers tighten their belts.
“Tronically, the pavback is com-
ing at a time when we are see-
ing a steeper decline in busi-
ness than during the
pandemic,” he said. “Maybe
this isn’t the best time to have
everyons start paying back.”

The SBA issued roughly

World Cup Final Is Set as France Advances to Face Argentina

£390 billion in Covid disaster
loans to nearly four million
small businesses and nonprof-
its. Unlike forgivable loans is-
sued through the federal Pay-
check Protection Program, the
disaster loans were designed to
be repaid.

Mow, after several deferrals,
the hills are coming due. For 1.2
million Covid disaster loans,
the first payments are due this
maonth, An additional one mil-
lion loans enter repayment in
January. Borrowers began re-

paying 427000 loans in Octo-
ber or November.

The loans, which carry a 30-
vear term s-]rn:l a fi
rate of 3.75% for sm
nesses and 2.75% for nonprof-
its, were welcomed by entre-
prensurs who often strugsle to
ohtain low-cost financing even
when the economy is booming.

“It's cheap money,"” said
Courtney Cowan, owner of Milk
Jar Cookies in Los Angeles. “It's
such a difference from ewverv-

Please turn fo page A8

Fed Lifts
Rates by
0.5 Point,
Signals It
Isn’t Done

Increases are expected
into spring, with cuts
unlikely until 2024,
even as inflation eases

By Nick TiMiraos

WASHINGTON—The Federal
Reserve approved an interest-
rate increase of (L5 percentage
point and signaled plans to life
rates through the spring,
though likely in smaller incre-
ments, to combat inflation.

The decision on Wednesday
marked a step down after four
consecutive larger increases of
0.75 point and raised the
benchmark federal-funds rate
to a range between 4.25% and
vear high

Markets retreated slightly
after the news. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average lost 142.29
points, or 0.4%, to 33066.35.
The yield on the benchmark
10-year US. Treasury note
edged up to 3.503% from its
Tuesday level of 3.500%. Yields
rise as prices fall.

The latest increase capped a
vear in which the Fed raised
rates from near zero at the
fastest pace since the early
1880s to fight inflation. which
i running near a 40-year high.

Fed policy makers are en-
tering a new phase of policy
tightening in which they are

Please turn fo page A2

* Grag Ip: Powell's outlook is at
odds with markets........ AZ

+# Stocks fall as Fed signals
further increases.

# Heard on the Street: Fed's
walk ws_its talk BI11

Citizen Spies Helped
Kyiv Retake Kherson

By Marruew LuimMoorE

KHERSON, Ukraine—Rus-
sian troops turned a large
electronics store into a field
hospital, barracks and food
storehouse during their oocu-
pation of this southern Ukrai-
nian city, streaming in and out
unscathed, but not unseen,

Ome morning last summer,
Ukrainian forces leveled the
building, one of numerous at-
tacks that day inside the Kher-
son region executed with the
help of Ukrainian partisans in
the Russian-controlled territore

Before the strike on the
store, a small group of Kher-
son-based Ukrainian activists
had been sending photographs
of the location and coordi-
nates of the Russians owver an
encrypted Telegram chanmel to
the Ukrainian military, a mi
tary official who worked with

the group said.

The spying efforts plaved a
key role in guiding the Ukrai-
nian precision strikes that
forced Moscow to abandon
Kherson in Movember, Ukrai-
nian mi ry officials said.
The partisans monitored roads
inte the city, watched feeds
from street cameras trained
on key intersections and cy-
cled into fields pretending to
tend to livestock while clock-
ing Russian troops.

They soon became targets
themselves. Russia’s Federal
Security Service raided the
homes of some of the activists

Flease turn topage A7

# Ukraine fends off drone
attacks on Kyive... ... — AT

# Russian oligarch Potanin
facing U5, sanction AT

# Kremlin would target Patriot
defense system AT

YEAR IN
REVIEW

WORLD
Robert B. Zoellick on
the hard decisions the
S and allies face an
Ukraine. R12

SPORTS
Martina Mavratilova on
the retirement of
Roger Federer and
Serena Williams. re

DeSantis

Holds

Early Lead Over
Trump, Poll Finds

By Jonrm MoCormrci

Republican primary voters
have high interest in Florida
Gov. Ron DeSantis as a poten-
tial 2024 presidential nominee
and view him more favorably
than they do former President
Donald Trump, a mew Wall
Street Journal poll shows.

In a hypothetical contest
between the two, M DeSanti
beats Mr. Trump, 52% to 3
among likely GOP primary wo
ers contemplating a race in
which the first nomination
votes will be cast in just over
a year.

The poll found that Mr. De-
Santis is both well-known and
wiell-liked among Republicans
who say they are likely to vote

in a party primary or nominat-
ing contest, with 86% viewing
the Florida governor favorably,
compared with 74% who hold a
favorable wiew of Mr. Trump.
Only one in 10 likely GOP pri-
mary woters said they didn't
know enough about M. DeSan-
s to wenture an opinion of him.
Among all registered voters,
Mr. DesSantis is viewed favor-
ably by 43%. compared with
36% for the former president.
Favorable views of Mr. Trump
were the lowest recorded in
Journal polling dating to No-
vember 2021 and have been
pulled down by a decline in
Please turn topage A4

+# Shift by Arizona’s Sinema is a
wild card for Democrats.... A&

#* The Senate d a
bill that would ban federal
employees from down-
Ioading or using TikTok on
government devices, in the
face of mounting national-
security concerns. AG

+ Peru's president ordered
soldiers into the streets of
the nation's second-largest
city to protect infrastructure
and guell viokent protests that
erupted following last week's
ouster of her predecessor. AS
+ A Turkish cowrt convicted
Istanbul's mavor of “insult-
ing public officials™ and sen-
tenced him to more than two
wears in prison, striking a
blow against a popular op-
ponent of Erdogan. A9
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Counting to
Dec. 25 With
Beef Jerky

*

Advent calendars

also offer wine,

cosmeties, rocks

By KaTHRYN DL

Around 10 a.m. each day in
December, Emma Lord goes
into her New York City kitchen
and, brimming with anticipa-
tion. plucks a one-ounce jany
Jar with a gingham-print lid
from a tiny cardboard window.
will today's flavor be straw-
berry-rhubarb? Or dragonfroit?
Could it be honey?

“The honey day is always
an extremely controversial day
for me,” said Ms. Lord, who
along with tens of thousands
of other Yuletide preserves en-
thusiasts counts down the
days to Christmas each vear
with food maker Bonne NMa-

Please turn fo poge A12

Xi Jinping Bolsters
Ties With Moscow

Chinese leader doubles down
on relationship with Viadimir Putin

By LincLine WEL
Ann Mancus Warken

China's leader Xi Jinping
has in recent months tried to
put public distance between
Beijing and Moscow as Russia
has suffered defeats in its war
on Ukraine.

Behind the diplomatic ap-
pearances, however, Mr. Xi is
deepening his long-term bet
on Russia.

In recent weeks, he has in-
structed his government to
forge stronger economic ties
wiith Russia, according to pol-
icy advisers to Beijing, build-
ing on a trade relationship
that has strengthened this
year and become a Lifeline to
Moscow in the face of West-
ern pressure,

The plan includes increas-

ing Chinese imports of Rus-
sian oil, gas and farm goods,
more joint energy partner-
ships in the Arctic and in-
creased Chinese investment
in Russian infrastructure,
such as railways and ports,
the advisers say.

Russia and China are also
conducting more financial
transactions in the ruble amnd
yuan, rather than the euro or
dollar, a move that helps in-
sulate the two against future
sanctions and put the Chinese
currency into wider circula-
tion.

The tightening ties are the
latest twist in the bilateral re-
lationship, which intensified
just before the Eussian inwva-
sion, when a joint declaration
asserted there were “no lim-

Please turn to page AI0
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Russia’s do-it-yourself wartime economy

BIG READ, PAGE 15

USA 5250 Cansda CS3.00

Elon Musk’s trolling on Twitter is backfiring

JEMIMA KELLY, PAGE 1&

Peru strife
Interim leader
wins backing

supporters of deposed hard-left Peru-
vian president Pedro Castillo rally to
demand his release yesterday outside
the police station east of Lima where he
is being held.

Castillo was arrested last week after
attempting to shut down Congress and
rule by decres to halt a move to impeach
him o cormuption changes.

The coumcil of state, which groups key
institutions including Congress and the
presidency, has thrown its weight
behind interim president Dina Bolu-
arte's government. 1t called for an end 1o
violent protests that have erupted sinoe
Castillo’s arrest. Although Lima has not
been seriously affected, Perovian media
said 13 of the 24 regions had been hit by
demanstrations and road blocks.

Baluarte suggested yesterday that
fresh presidenttal amd parliamentary

electionsmight be beld in a year’s time.
Securily stepped up page &
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Fed’s half-point rate rise sets tone for
slowing increases across the Atlantic

o Shift down from 0.75% hikes @ Eurozone and UK set to follow e Economists call inflation peak

EOLBY SHITH — WASHINGTON

The Federal Reserve raised its bench-
mark policy rate by half a percentage
point yesterday and signalled its inten
tion to keep squeezing the US econonmy
next year, ascentral banks on both sides
of the Atlantic enter a new phase in the
battle against inflation.

At its final gathering of the year, the
Federal Gipen Market Committes voted
unanimously to increase the federal
funds rate to a new target range of 4.25
per cent to 4.5 per cent, ending a
months-lang string of 075 percentage
point rate increases.

The i emaller rate rises i likely
1o b followed internationalky, with the
Euwropean Central Bank and the Bank of
England also poised to increase bormow

Tri-nation alllance targets
Asla for Jet fighter sales

A parinership berween the UK. taly
ard Japan to bulld 3 resw jet fighter
could open up formerty hard-to-
penatrate axport marksts in Asia, the
comganies irvahved have sald, Military
exparts balieve Indla could be ona
Important cussomer for The Global
Comibal Alr Programme. South Korea,
Taivwan and indonesia are being
suggested a5 possible buyers of
subsystems such as engines and radar
deweloped by the programme

Door toFar East = pacio

ing costs by half a percentage point
today.

Economists say that inflation has
peaked in all three regions, with reduc
tions in the headline rate in the US and
UK this week, but central banks remain
warried that it will take too long to fall
towards their 2 per cent targets.

Ina statement accompanying its deci-
ston, the US central bank said that
“ongolng increases” in the policy rate
would be “appropriate” in order to

‘Ongoing increases’ in
the policy rate would be
‘appropriate” to bringing
inflation under control

engure the Fed is restraining the econ-
omy enough bo bring price growth
under control

Alongside the rate decision, the Us
central bank published a revised “dot
plot”™ of officials’ individual interest rate
projections, which indicated support for
Fuerthver tightening next year.

The medianestimate for the fed funds
rate by the end of 2023 rose to 5.1 per
cent, up from the 4.6 per cent peak fore-
casted the last time projections were
publishied in September,

Mot officials now see the policy rate
declining to 4.1 per cent in 2024 and 3.1
per cent in 2025, That compares with
egtimates of 3.9 per cent and 2.9 per
cent, respectively, three momnths age.

The December meeting marked an
important junctare for the Fed, which

this year embarked on the most sgores-
sive attempt to tighten monstary palicy
since the early 19805

As the central bank’s actions have
begun to have a noticeable impact on
thee US acomomy, a debate has emerged
over bow much nsore restraint is nesded
to tame inflationary pressures that
remain elevated inmany sectors.

Jay Powell, the Federal Reserve chair,
has previously sald it would take
“substantially more evidence” than a
single month's data for the Fed to be
confident inflation is achually declining.
noting past periods when better than
expected data were followed by fresh
Increases.

U hoeme prices have fallen from their
recent peak as mortgage rates have
surged, the manufacturing sectar is

Goldman’s -top' bankers face 40% bonus
cut as Solomon tightens hold on costs

SOSHUA FRAMKLIN AND
ORTENCA ALIAL — HEW TORK
JAMES FOMTAMEL LA-KMAN — PAVIA

Goldnsan Sachs i consbdering shrink-
ing the bonus pool for its more than
3000 investment bankers by at least
40 per cent this year, as chief executive
David Solomon Lries Lo control costs
with deeper cu an many of the
lirm's Wall Street rivals.

Final bomus pools at Goldman are still
being decided bust the of a cut
at that kevel has fed fears that the bank
could face high staff turnover in the new
year, according to people familiar with
the matter. “I think we're going to be
warse than the Street,” ene senior Gold
mian banker said.

The cuts, the decpest since the 2008
financial crisis, highlight the feast-to-
famine mature of Wall Street banking,

an industry that last year paid out
career-high bonuses to many employ-
eeson the back of record fees from stock
mearket listings and R TRETRETS.

Glohally, investment banking fees ane
dowm 35 per cent year todate, according
to Refinitiv data. M&A has dried up
amid rising inleresl rales, Worries over
the global economy and Russia’s war
with Ukraine. The namber of 1POs this
year has moge than habved.

Cuts at Goldman are set to be deeper
than at peers, despite the bank navigat-
ing rising interest rates and a glowing
exconony better than many rivals.

JEMaorgan Chase, Citkgroup and Bank
of America are all contemplating cut-
ting their investment banking bonus
pools by 30 per cent, the Financial
Times has previoushy reported.

Bonuses for Goblman's roughly 400
partners may be cut even more than at

the investment bank, perhaps by
around half, the people said, a3 senior
bankers bear the brunt of the revenue
falls. The cats for partner bonuses were
reported previoushy by Semafor,

A person close Lo same of the most
productive pariners said that many top
hankers had already started looking far
opportunities in private aquity and at
alternative asset managers.

Gobldman, which globally employs
about 49,000, declined to comment.
One of the central challenges for Salo-
man istogaina higher stock market val-
uation for Geldman, which has lxgged
behind peers for several years. He mst
hit targets for returm on tangible equity,
akey measare of profitability.

Ini 20240, Solomon set a ROTE target of
morethan 14 per cent. The bank hit the
goal last year but fell short in the first
nine months of 2002,
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World Markets

Magging and consumer sentiment
recains low.

However, the labour market contin-
wes to show surprising resilience. The
unemployment rate still hovers at a his
toric low of 3.7 per cent amd wages have
risen rapidly amid an acute shortage af
workers, accelerating Lo a pace officials
warn risks igniting yet more price

pressures.

Powell recently sald It was “very plau-
sible™ that the Fed could bring down
imflation without causing a recession.

niew podling conchucted by the Finan-
wial Times suggests doubts aver that
outcome, bowever. OF the economists
surveyed, BS per cont sxpect & recessian
et year.

Mere scope for ECB page 2
Lex page 18

= EU aims to relax state
aid rules after US subsidies
The European Commission s
|pressing boloosen EL state aid
rules earty next year to allow the
oc to compete with the Us green
stimulus — PAGE 2

» Jail term for Erdogan foe

Istanbul’s mayor has been found

Turkish president Recep Tayyip
Erdafian at the polls.— pace &

» Arm in China chips ban
Chip desigmer Arm has denied
Alibaba access bo some of fls most
sdvanosd semboonductors,
fearing exports to China would be
barred by the US and UK. — PasE &

» Carlyle fund extension
Buyoul group Cardyle is seeking
an extension until August s it
struggles to reach a $22bn target
fior what it hoped would be its
biggest fund.— PAGE & LEX, PAGE 18

» Spain raids fuel groups

spanish regulators have raided
alfices of energy growps Repsal,
Cepsa and BP after allegations

that they abused their pawer in
the petrol market.— racs &

= Binance seeks Lo reassure
Cryptoexchange Binance's chiel
Thas sought Lo ease dients’ fears,
blamingawave of withdrawals.on
the collapss of Sam Pankoman-
Fried's FTX.— PAGE 10: LEX. PASE 9
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A Ukrainian Army surveillance team using infrared technology to try to locate Russian positions for artil

Spying Enemy
By Body Heat
On Frigid Night

By THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
BAKHMUT, Ukraine — Wind
howled through leafless trees and
through  the windows of the
blown-out apartment building as
tive surveillance team marched up
flights of stairs covered with bro-
ken glass. The cold numbed their
fingers as they set up their equip-
ment: alaptop-size thermal imag-
ing =sight, its tripod and a Starlink
satellite dish and battery.

The job was straightforward:
The small team of several men,
led by an American known as
Waolf, would be Ukraine’s eyes on
their battle for Bakhmut that
night, huddling in the Soviet-style
apariment and staring at the
white-and-black glow of infrared
images as it tried to identify Rus-
sian tions

In front of them was a panoram-
ic wiew of Bakhmut, a city in
Ukraine's east, mostly without
power amdl devastated by six
months of concerted shelling.
Russian artillery strikes in the dis-
tance sent white flashes into the
sky under a blood red moon. Rock-
ets arced on the horizon.

Ome of the team members pow-
ered on the thermal sight and it
whirred to life. He turned to his
colleague who was fiddling with
the satellite dish, trying 1o con-
nect to the internet. “Comms
green?” he asked,

What unfolded over the next
half-dozen hours was a routine but
essential part of the daily rhythm
of the wa part drodgery and
part urgent calculation as the

Continuead on Page A12
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ry strikes this month.
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Moscow’s Propagandists Spin a Stumbling War

This article is by Paul Mosur,
Adam Satariane and Axron Krolifk.

As Russian tanks were stuck in
the mud ocutside Kyiv earlier this
wear and the economic fallout of
war with Ukraine took held, one
part  of Russia' BOVErmment
hummed with precision: relevi
sion propaganda.

Spinning  together a coun-
ternarrative for tens of millions of
viewers, Russian propagandists
plucked clips from American ca-
ble news, right-wing social media
and Chinese officials.  They
latched onto claims that Western
embargoes of Russian oil would be

From YouTube, China
and Fox News, Grist
for State Media

self-defeating, that the United
States was hiding secret hioweap-
on research labs in Ukraine and
that China was a loyal ally against
a lragmenting West

ay by day, state media journal-
ists sharpened those themes in
emails. They sometimes broad-
cast battlefield videos and other
information sent to them by the

SUCCEessor agency to the K.
And they excerpied and translat-
ed footage from favorite pundits,
like the Fox News host Tucker
Carlson, whose remarks about the
war were shown to millions of
Russians

“Be sure to take Tucker,” one
Russian news producer wrote to a
colleague. The email referred to a
«clip in which Mr Carlson de-
scribed the power of the Chinese-

Continued on Page AlLl

‘SHAM' CHARGES Supporters say
that Paul Whelan is no spy and
the Russians knaw it. Ba

Embracing Destiny

Morocen will be remembered fo

LARS BARCINGETTY IMACES

its spirit. France will be playing to win the World Cup. Page BS.

In a Fight Over Lawn and Order, a Nature-Friendly Yard Prevails

By CARA BUCKLEY

COLUMELA, Md. — Janet and
Jeff Crowch do not know which
flower or plant may have pushed
their longtime next-door neighbor
over the edge, prompling him o
pen complaint after complaint
about the state of their yvard.

Perhaps was the scarlet bee
balm that drew humminghirds in

darting, whirring droves, Or the
swamp milkweed that Monarch
butterflies feasted upon before
laying their eggs. Or maybe it was
the native sunflowers that fed
bumblebees and goldfinehes.
Whatever it was, their neigh-
bor's mounting resentment burst
to the fore in the fall of 2007, in the
form of a letter from a lawyer for
their homeowner association that

2 Homeowners Change
Rules in Maryland

ordered the Crouches to rip out
their native plant beds, and re-
place them with grass.

The couple were stunned,
They'd lived on their gquiet cul-tde-

sac harmoniously with the
neighbors for years, and chose §
tive plants to belp insects, birds
and wildlife thrive, Mow the asso-
ciation was telling them that their
plantings not only violated the by-
laws, but were eyesores that hurt
property values. “¥Your yard is not
the place for such a habitat” the
letter read.
Continued an Page A20

Biden Pledges
Deals to Bolster
Africa’s Future

$55 Billion in Spending
to Revitalize Ties

By PETER BAKER
and DECLAN WALSH

President

WASHINGTOMN —

ca on Wednesday, promising &
srabbag of economic initiatives to
make up for a predecessor who
had denigrated the continent and
catch up with strategic competi-

tors like China that have ex-
panded their influence.
Assembling most of Africa’s

leaders in Washinguon for the first
time since 2014, Mr. Biden vowed
to invest what aides calculated
will be 555 billion on the continent
owver the next three years while
supporting  its  ambitions  for
greater global leadership and bol-
stering ciforts to transform it into
a more prosperous, healthier and
technologically advanced region.

“The United States is all in on
Africa’s future,” Mr. Biden de-
elared in an address to the delega-
tions of 49 nations attending the
US-Africa  Leaders Summit
Adapting a line he often uses to
pitch domestic priorities, the pres-
ident added, "Together, we want
to build a future of opportunity
where no one, no one, is left be-
hind ”

The three-day gathering may
0 a long way toward emphasiz-
ing American support for Africa,
with concrete pledges on issues of
importance. At the same
did not include a sweeping,
iomal initiative
dent George W. Bush’s PEPFAR
program Lo combat AIDS or Presi-
dent Barack Obama's Power Afri-
ca drive to electrify tens of mil-
lions of homes. Unclear was
whether Mr. Biden's less splashy
commitments would have an ef-
fect that would be noticed and pos-
itively shape perceptions of Amer-
ica.

The United States is
seen as lagging behind C
cultivating Africa, a geopolitical
contest that recent years has
expanded to include powers like
Russia, Turkey and the United
Arab Emirates. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine has exacerbated food
shortages in Africa whike Covid-19
has disrupted supply chains, mul-
tiplying challenges in a region
with no shortage of them to begin
with.

Aamerican influence in Africa
diwindled under Mr. Biden's pred-
ecessor, Donald 1. Trump, who
paid little attention to the conti-
nent except to deride some of its
54 nations with an expletive and to
complain that after immigrants
from  Migeria saw the United
States, they would never “go back
to their huts” Mre Trump spoke of
Africa as the entire continent

Continued on Page A9

FED RAISES RATE
AT SLOWER PACE
BUT IS NOT DONE

AN INCREASE OF 0.5%

Caution Is Tempered by
Reminder: “We Have
More Work to Do’

By JEANNA SMIALEK
and JOE RENNISON

Federal Reserve officials on
Wednesday slowed their cam-
paign to cool the economy bat in-
dicated that interest rates would
rise higher in 2023 than previ-
ously expected as inflation proves
more stubborn than policymakers
had hoped.

Fed officials voted unanimously
at the conclusion of their tao-day
meeting to raise borrowing costs
by half a percentage point, a pull-
back after four consecutive three-
guarter point increases, Their pol-
fcy rate is now set to a range of
425 10 4.5 percent, the highest it
has been since 2007,

After months of mowing rapidly
to make money More expensive in
an attempt to rein in an overbeat-

Federal funds target rate

& 5-paint
[re——

THE HE

R TIMES

ing economy, central bankers are
entering a phase in which they ex-
pect to adjust policy more cau-
tiously. That will give them time to
see how the labor market and in-
flation are reacting to the policy
changes they have already put in

Fed's latest eoornom)
projections, released on Wednes-
day for the first time since Sep-
rember, sent a clear signa
slowing the pace of rate increases
does not mean that officials are
letting up in their battle against
rapid inflation. Borrowing costs
are expected to rise more drasti-
cally and inflict more economic
pain than central bankers previ-
ously anticipated as policymakers
attempt to wrangle stubborn price
increases,

“We've continually expected to
make faster progress on inflation
than we have." Jerome H. Powell,
the Fed chair, said during his news
conference after the release. He
described the Fed's new expecta-

Continued on Page AILS

Colleges Are Resetting Tuition
After Applicants Balk at Costs

By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS

NEW LONDOMN, NM.H. — Ower
the last two years, applications at
Colby-Sawyer College, a small,
quaint assemblage of red brick
buildings surrounded by three
mountains, fell about 10 percent,
hurt by the pandemic and by com-
petition from less expensive pub-
lic colleges across the Northeast

Against that backdrop, Colby-
Sawyer made what looks like a
wdical decision. [t slashed the of-
ficial price of tuition for the 2023-
24 school vear wo 517,500, from
about $46,000, a drop of 62 per-
cent. Its published tuition is now

only slightly higher than the cost
of attending regional public uni-
versities

Colbw-Sawver has joined a
growing number of small, private
colleges in what’s called the tu-
ition reset, which overhauls prices
o reflect what most students ac-
tually  pay after discounting
through need-based and meric fi-
nancial aid.

The reset is part marketing
move and part reality check. It is
frank recognition among some

Continued on Poge ALS
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Surge in Migrants Tests El Paso

A jump in border crossings is arousing

mixed emotions in a predominantly
Latino city where immigrants are a
quarter of the population.
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China's Covid Fog
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thons I

Despite Beijing's assurances that the
situation is under control, data on infec-
& hecome more apadque amid
loosened pandemic constraints. PAGE B
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After Hack, Sale-Price Opera
A cyberattack shut down the Met's
ticket system, so a workaround system
was devised thar allowed people to buy
tickets at a steep discount.

THURSDAY STYL
What Made You Look in 2022

While reviewing selections for the Year

in Pictures, editors on the Styles Desk
rere struck by the exuber:

came through in the shots.
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ing really scary,

DEBORAH SMITH of Duarte says her son's mental deverioration began after high school. NMicholas, now
28, had the frst of seven psychiatric holds in 2004, "He's getting dark. He's got

she says.

Her plea: LLock up my son

Deborah Smith sought conservatorship as Nicholas became
increasingly delusional, violent. Hospitals kept releasing him.

By DouUc SMITH

Deborah Smith begins her days
online, searching for herson’'s name on
the Los Angeles County sheriff's in-
mate locator, a ritual she shares with
many moms she's bonded with over
the vears.

"“This is something that mental
health mothers get used Lo when you
don't know where your kid . she
said. “¥You can call hospitals, but they
won't tell vou. The only thing you have
left is, “Did he get arrested?” =

His name came up after his Oct. 7
arrest in Santa Monica. He was stand-
ing in traffic waving a knife and wear-
ing a Ghostface mask from the movie

It weas a moment of hope, a chance
to appear in court and plead with =
Jjudge to petition for conservatorship.

That's not what happened. Just 1

[See Son, AG]

UNDER

CURRENT LAW, Smith has no right to make medical deci-
sions for her son or even get information about his treatment.

latimes.com

Entire region
under drought
emergency

Southern California
water agencies are
asked to reduce use of
imporred supplies.

By HAYLEY SMITH
AND IaN JaMES

As California faces the
prospect of a fourth eon-
secutive dry year., oflicials
with the Metropolitan Water
District of Southern Califor-
nia hawve declared a regional
drought emergency and
called on water agencies to
immediately reduce their
use ofall imported supplies_

The decision from the
MWD's board came about
elght months after officials
declared a similar emer-
gency for 7 million people
who are dependent on sup-
plies from the State Water
Project, a vast network of
reservoirs, canals and dams
that conwvey water from
Northern California. Resi-
dents reliant on California’s
other major supply — the
Colorado River — had not
been included in that emer-
gency declaration

“Conditions on the Col-
orado River are growing in-
creasingly dire,” MWLy
Chairwoman Gloria Gray
said in a statement. “We sim-
ply cannot continue turning
to that source to make up
the difference in our imited
state supplies. In addition,
three wyears of California
drought are drawing down
ourlocal storage.”

Officials said the call for
conservation in areas de-
pendent on Colorado River
water could become manda-
tory If drought conditions
persist in the coming
months, whichsome experis
say is likely. By April, the
MWD will consider allocat-
ing supplies to all of its 26
member agencies, requiring
them to either cut their use
of imported water or face
steep additional fees. The

A DISPLAY atthe Elwood Haynes Museum, named after the inventor or

HenT NisniMuRa Los Ange)

ited with being the first to produce cars commercially in 1884, in Kokomo, Ind.

UNITED STATES OF CALIFORNIA

Can EV push overcome
resistance in red states?

Skepticism abounds despite industry foothold

By Noan BiIERMAN

HEOKOMO, Ind. — This industrial city
an hour north of Indianapolis isn't as fa-
mous as Detroit, but it has become an un-
likely battleground in the war over electric
cars.

Almost everyone you meet here elther
works in a factory, is retired from one or has
a relative in a plant that makes parts for
gasoline-powered cars — which have ruled
Kokomo for nearly 130 years, since a brash
inventor named Elweod Haynes chugged
down Pumpkinvine Pike at 7 mph in one of
America’s first horseless carriages,

“We haven't developed a workforce

towards anything else yet,” said Warren
Sims, adlk-year-old worker in the same cast-
ing plant that employs his father, working
on gas transmission engines. “We don't
make a fuel-efficient vehicle. Everything's
big and everything costs [a lot to] fuel and
people buy it.”

Yet change is coming. Bulldozers are
clearing Kokomo's cornfields to bulld
a %2 5-billion government-subsidized elec-
trie vehicle battery factory, with the aim of
retaining jobs tied to auto production at a
time California is leading the nation in
phasing out gas-powered engines.

Environmentalists, along with industry
and government leaders, see a transforma-
tion afoot after [Sece BEVs, A12]

Suit is settled in
rental bias case

Prosecutors allege
Hesperia. sheriff used
‘crime-frec housing”
law to evict tenants.

By LraM DILLON
AND BEN POSTON

A Mojave Desert commu-
nity and sheriff's depart-
ment will be foreed to spend
nearly $1 million to settle a
eivil rights lawsuit alleging
they discriminated against
Black and Latino renters,
the TL.S. Department of Jus-
tice announced Wednesday.

Federal prosecutors
hailed the case against the
city of Hesperia and San
Bernardino County Sheriff's
Department as a landmark

effort to combat policies
popular in California and
across the country that en-
courage landlords to eviet or
exclude tenants with erimi-
nal histories or brushes with
larw enforcement.
Investigations by the LS.
Department of Housing and
Urban Development and
The Times have shown so-
called crime-free housing
laws have disproportion-
ately affected Black and Lat.-
ino  residents, malking it
harder for them to rent
apartments and leaving
them at greater risk of evic-
tion
“These crime-free pro-
grams often amplify the
stark documented racial
disparities across our crimd-
nal legal systerm.” said As-
[See Eviot, AT]

agencies together serve
about 19 million people.
“Since this drought be-
gan, we have been steadily
increasing our call for con-
servation. If we don't hawve
an extremely wet winter, we
will need to elevate to our
highest level — a water sup-
ply allocation for all of
Southern California,” sald
MWD General Manager
Adel Hagekhalil. “Substan-
tial and immediate conser-
wvation now and in the com-
ing months will help lessen
the potential severity of such
an allocation.™
MWD member agencies,
[Ses Drought, A9]

REGENTS
APPROVE
UCLA’S
MOVE TO
BIG TEN

Bruins will pay annual
tax to SUppoTt sister
school Berkeley as

part of UC’s terms.

By BEN BOoLCH,
THoc Nu1 NGUYEN
AND BETEVE HENSON

After months of haggling
over UCLA'S end-around
move to join the Big Ten
Conference, the University
of California regents are
stepping aside and allowing
the departure to proceed as
planmed.

The regents voted during
a meeting Wednesday at
UCLA to allow the Bruins to
leave the Pacific-12 Confer-
ence and join the Big Ten
provided they pay aheflty tax
to sister school UC Berkeley
and take measures Lo miti-
gate travel and improve nu-
trition and mental health
services for student-ath-
letes.

By joining crosstown ri-
val USC as part of an ex-
panded Big Ten that will in-
clude 16 teams. the Bruins
will help form the nation’s
first coast-to-coast confer-
ence as well as a worthy foil
to the supercharged South-
eastern Conference.

The move slated for Au-
gust 2024 is expected to se-
cure the financial future of a
UCLA athletic department
facing nine ligures of debt
while also avolding the pos-
i ty of cutting Olym-
pic sports teams. In just its
first year of Big Ten mem-
bership, the school is proj-
ected to pocket $65 million
to 875 million in media rights
revenue, roughly doubling
what it would have made by
remaining in the Pac12

[See UCLA, A12]

Tornadoes, snow
from huge storm
T‘v\.'lsoel-s kill at least 3

n Louisiana as bhzza.['ds
h)t the Plains and
MNortheast braces [‘or icy
conditions. NMATION, A4

Trial for De
in Pelosi attack
San Francisco judge
rules prosecutors have
encugh evidence, in-
cluding a “hit list,” to
procood. CALIFORNIA, B1
Weather

Mostly cloudy.
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WORLD CUP FINAL SET

Defending champion France brings Morocoo's
unlikely run to an end with a 2-0 victory in the
semifinals and will face Argentina, led by Lionel
Messi, left, Sunday in Qatar. SPORTS, B10

An inquiry into a novice’s big poker win finds no proof of cheating. A8
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Abortion
foes aim
to cut pill
ACCEeSS

Advoe Llﬁ"-\. a 1_j.-1i1 For

‘trafficking” that louts
strict post-Roe laws

BY CAROLINE KITCHENER

The largest antiabortion or-
ganization in Texas has created a
team of advocates assigned to
investigate citizens who might be
d.lstrl'bul ing abortion pills illegal-

e Students for Life of America, a

leading  national  antiabortion
group, is making plans to system-
atically vest the water Erin Brock-
owich-style in several large LS.
cities, searchi for contami-
mants they say result from medi-
cation abortion.

And Republican lawmakers in
Texas are preparing to introduce
Tegislation that would regquire in-
ternet providers to block abortion
pill webhsites in the same way they
can consor child pornegraphy.

Nearly six months since the
Supreme Court overturned Roe o,
Fole, triggering abortion bans in
more than a dozen states, many
antiabortion advocates fear that
the growing availabdlity of illegal
abortion pills has undercut their
landmark wictory. Now they are
grasping for new ways to crack
down on those breaking the Law.

Antiabortion  advocates  had
hoped the June decision woukd
significantly decrease the num-
ber of abortions in the United
States. But abortion rights activ-
ists have ramped up efforts to
funnel abortion pills — a tao-step
megimen of mifepristone  and
misoprostol that is widely regard-
ad a= safe — inwoe states with strict

SLE ABORTION ON A%

Investors say
stars who
hyped FTX
should pay up

BY STEVEN ZEITCIIK
anp Juriax Mark

When Michas] Livieratos siver
quarterback Tom Brady in a com-
mercial for the cryptocurrency
trading platform FTX, he knew
exactly where he wanted to put
his $30,000 crypto investment.

“Asa New England Patriots f.m
my entire life, you can i
the influence that Tom Iil'axly
would have” said Livierato:
56-year-old legal clerk who lives
in Connecticut. He soon moved
mearly all his money from another
erypto exchange to FTE.

Then FTX filed for hankruptey
in a spectacular collapse that
vaporized at least $10 billion in
assets, according to bankruptey
filings, including all the money
Livieratos had on the platform.
Now he Is a plaintiff in a proposed

SLECRYPTO ON ALS

At Capitol: Lawmakers dissect FTA
case, evaluate crypte’s future. A3

IN THE NEWS

B&

Democracy Dies in Darkness

CARTEL B FEMTANYL'S DEADLY SURGE
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How the U.S. lost a trusted ally

BY Many BETH SHERIDAN
anp Nick MIirorF

MEXICO CITY — The small American .sur—
wveillance plane took off from a Me:
navy base in Baja California and flew hlgh

acToss the Sea of Cortex. Charting a course

for the Sierra Madre mountains — cartel
territory — the aircraft did not appear on
‘kers or public logs, An orb-
shaped device about the size of a beach ball
was mounted on the fuselage, bristling with

any fight tr;

sensors and antennau
L5, agents called

“the sniffer”

Slavery-enriched family
eves a uranium fortune

BY JULIE Zavzaer WEIL

CHATHAM, VA. — The land came
first, 57 acres of forest pur-
chazed two years after the Revolu-
tionary War by a Virginia slave-
holder and futire congressman_
The mansion came next — o
symbol of fortune and power built
by enslaved workers, wha spent
seven years assembling the state-
1y home brick by brick until it was
finally finished in 1825,
s been occupied by a Walter
Ceples and his wife ever since
then," says the latest Walter Coles
— the fifth of that name — as he

sits in the same parlor his father,
grandfathe great-grandfather
and great-great-grandfather all
sat in before him., recounting the
history of Coles Hill as his pred-
ecessors look down from portraits
om all four walls.

Coles, 84, is one of countless
Americans who still benefit from
the wealth acenrmulated by Aneri-
ca's 18th- and IDth-century slave-
holders. And his great-great-
grandfather, Walter Coles [, and
great-great-great-grandfather,
I=zaac Coles, helped shape the coun-
trv's brutal and lucrative system of

SEE ENSLAVERS 0N A6

Mexican admiral close
to the DEA w
by his country just as
synthetic opioids took off

Adm. Marco Antonio Ortega Siu,
top center, worked for years with
the ULS. to capture eartel leaders
such as Joaguin “El Chapo™
Gurmin, above left. Above right, the
Mexican marines patrol Tepic in
2017 after a key shootout there.

The device was an experimental version
of A mass spectrometer, used to identify
chemicals. As the US. aircraft banked over
the forested hills of Sinaloa state, it dipped
lovwer, sampling the air for ng fumes.

The sniffer, whose secret use in the skies
over Mexieo has never been reported, had
been deployed by the Pentagon and the CLA
to target heroin production sites in Afghan-
istan. By 2018, faced with deadly symthetic
narcotics pouring across the US. border,
Drug Enforcement Administration,
Customs and Border Protection and other

SEE CARTEL ON A0

delined

HOSHUA LD
Carole Coles Henry holds a photo of her grandparents. Her
ancestors were enslaved at Coles Hill plantation in Chatham, Va.
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to sue the college stu-

dent behind a Twitter

encourages muoltifamily
housing and more den-
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GOP
strife
comes
to fore

CLASHES OVER
SPENIDING. LEADF

Chall
readie

s loom as party
r House control

BY MARIANNA SOTOMAYVOR,
LEIGH ANN CALDWELL
AanD Tony RoMa

Congressional  Republicans
confronted sharp internal divi-
sions Wednesday, with clashes
over government spending and
party leadership underscoring
looming challenges in the GOF as
it prepares to take control of the
House in January.

House Republicans met
Wednesday to discuss party rules
that will govern their narmow
majority next year, including a
push by staunch conservatives
dangling demands over Minority
Leader Kevin MceCarthy (Calif) in
exchange for votes to support his
bid to become the next speaker,
The tensions threaten to delay the
start of basic House functions,
such as proposing legislation and
jump-starting investigations into
the Biden administration.

“It's & volatile situatio Rep.
Stephanie I. Bice (R-Okla.) said of
the conversation about House
rules. “And I think that the major-
ity of the conference doesn't feel
like that's in the bhest interest of
the body as a whole™

On the Senate side of the Capi-
tol, a group of Republicans used

SEE GOP ON AZ

CDC study
finds that
long covid
can be dead

BY FRANCES STEAD SELLERS

A study released Wednesday by
the National Center for Health
Statistics found that more than
3,500 Americans died of long-
covid-related illness in the first
2, years of the pandemic.

While those deaths repre:
small fraction of the 1 m
deaths from the coronavirus, they
reinforee the danger of ignoring
the  lingering  symptoms  that
many patients say their physi-
cians have dismissed.

W lot of people think of long
covid as associated with long-
term illness” said Farida Ahmad,
a health scientist at the Centers
for [Msease Control and Preven-
tion and lead author of the study.
“This shows it can be a cause of
death™

While CDC data show that
wormen ane more likely than men
to develop long covid, the study
found that men accounted for a

SEE COVID ON AZ
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Don’t let scam artists 10 teams to watch in chase Serving up
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Tesla, Twitter CEQ Elon Musk. ap

Americans
back limits
on social
media

Poll: More needs to be
done to cut hate speech

Susan Page
Usa TODAY

Americans by overwhelming num-
bers express concern about the rise of
antisemitism and white nationalism in
the United States, a USA TODAY/Suf-
folk University Poll finds, and most say
social media platforms like Twitter
and Facebook hawve an obligation to
curtail hate speech on their sites.

Those findings of public opinion
conflict with the actions of billionaire
Elon Musk, a self-described “free
speech absolutist™ who bought Twitter
in October. Since he dismantled some
policies designed to limit disinforma-
tion and expressions of hatred, the
Center for Countering Digital Hate and
other analysts have reported that on-
line slurs against Black people, Jews,
gays and others have soared.

On Monday, Musk disbanded the
Trust and Safety Council, an advisory
group of civil rights and child safety
advocates formed to guide the compa-
ny through content moderation issues.

In the poll, a 52% majority of those
surveyed say social media companies
have a responsibility to restrict hateful
or inaccurate posts. In contrast, 39%
say the sites should be an open forum,
even if speech is hateful or inaccurate.

On this, there are sharp differences
by gender and political philosophy.

Men by 1l percentage points en-
dorse an open forum online; women by
38 points say hate speech should be
limited. Liberals and moderates over-
whelmingly support restricting hate
speech online; conservatives by more
than 2-1 oppose it.

The poll of LOOO registered voters,
taken by landline and cellphone
Dec. 7-11, has a margin of error of plus
or minus 3.1 percentage points.

In the survey, 3 in 4 Americans,
T4%, say they are concerned about ris-
ing hate speech; nearly half, 49%, are
“wvery concerned.” While Democrats
express more alarm than Republicans,
a majority across lines of race, region,
age and partisanship see a worrisome
rise in hatred against Black and Jewish
Americans.

As for Musk, views are divided.

Owverall, he scores a rating of 34%
favorable, 42% unfavorable; 192 are
undecided or never heard of him.
While 60% of Republicans wview him
favorably, just 7% of Democrats do.

David Paleologos, director of the
Suffolk University Political Research
Center, sees in the poll’'s data “a poten-
tially dangerous picture of Elon Musk
being aligned with white nationalism.”
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Holiday baking shows
satisfy cravings for
calmness, encourage
viewers to create

SARAH GRIESEMER/ their own delicious
USa TODAY NETWORK

confections. In Life

Fed slows down, hikes
interest rate half point

“Despite some
promising
developments,

we have a long way
to go in restoring
price stability.”

Jeerome Powell, Federal Reserve chairman

Paul Davidson, Medora Lee
and Elisabeth Buchwald
usa ToDAY

WASHINGTON — The Federal Re-
serve is going slower but aiming higher.

The Fed agreed to raise its key short-
term interest rate by half a percentage
point Wednesday, dialing back from re-
cent outsize hikes as it draws up an end
game inits aggressive campaign to tame
soaring inflation.

But the central bank forecast another
three-quarter point in rate increases

next year, more than it previously esti-
mated. Fed officials are thus signaling
they believe inflation is still too high and
aren't backing off their hard-nosed bat-
tle to subdue it despite growing reces-
sion risks.

In a statement after a two-day meet-
ing, the Fed reiterated that “ongoing
(rate) increases ... will be appropriate” to
bring down yearly inflation to the Fed's
2% goal. Some economists reckoned the
Fed instead would say “additional in-

See RATE HIKE, Page BA

Storms marching across USA

Tornadoes rake South; blizzard sweeps across North; ice coming to Northeast

John Bacomn
usa TODAY

More than 20 million Americans
across the nation’s northern tier were
under winter weather advisories or
warnings Wednesday while tornadoes
swept the South as a deadly winter
storm continued its damaging march
through the country.

A line of tornadoes and severe

-

storms rolling through Oklahoma, Tex-
as, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama
and Florida was blamed for at least two
deaths and dozens of injuries. Blizzard
conditions forced closures of scores of
interstates and other roads in Colorado,
Wyoming, Nebraska, Kansas, South Da-
kota and North Dakota.

“A powerful system continues to pro-
duce heavy snow, blizzard conditions,
and areas with a wintry mix across the

Ohio aunt takes down online

Fearing for
her safety,
Zina Wilson
agreed to tell
her tale
under one of
the
pseudonyms
she used in
her online
research.
ILLUSTRATION BY
KYLE SLAGLES
USA TODAY
NETWORK

4 -

A boy walks past a Christmas tree in debris a tornado left behind Tuesday in Wayne, Okla. saraAH PHIPPS/USA TODAY NETWORK

north and central Plains,” the National
Weather Service said in an ominous alert
Tuesday night. “Severe storms with all
hazards, including intense tornadoes,
and heavy to excessive rain that could
cause flash flooding can be expected
across the Deep and Middle South.”

The storm won't end there, instead
heading to the Northeast, where Accu-

See STORMS, Page 5A

identity thief

Vigilante’s investigation
led to gangs, criminals

Nick Penzenstadler
usa TODAY

As Zina Wilson sat in front of her
computer in her suburban Ohio home
last year, she decided: You have ripped
off the wrong family.

Wilson, 51, was fed up with her niece
receiving eviction notices for apart-
ments in Las Vegas she had never rent-
ed, about receiving notices from collec-
tion agencies for Wi-Fi in cities where
she had never lived.

She would fight back in the online
waorld, where she soon learned nothing
can be trusted as real. Her search led her

See VIGILANTE, Page 4A
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espectaculos SE DESINFLA EL BOOM
La secuela de Avatar 1936-2022 DE ALQUILERES DE
promete nuevos Haydée Padilla. Una QUINTAS EN VERANO

récords de taquilla

Seestrenalanueva peliculade James
Cameron, con gran expectativa global.

comediante entrafiable

Fue una actriz muy versatil que forjo una
destacada trayectoria; su personaje de La
Chaona forma parte del folclore populary
dejiuna huellnenla TV, Paginas

—sociedad

En losiltimos afios habia sido una

de las opciones fucrtes para pasar las
vacaciones; explican que ahora la gente
prefiere viajar por el pais. Pagina 20

LA NACION

JUEVES 15 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2022 | LANACION.COM.AR

QATAR2022
El reto: quitarle la corona a Francia, el campeon

La celebracion de los franceses, otra vez en la final, para definir el titulo el pra d ante la Ar G MICHAEL DPA
DOHA (Denuestros enviadosespeciales) - LaArgentinay Franciadefinirin - silbides de miles de hinchas marroquies durante todo el partido ni con la Familia v asado para
laCopadel Mundode Qatar ¢l proximo domingo, desdelas 12, Elequipode  sucesion de bajas que empezo con N'Golo Kanté y Paul Pogba, y comtinud IH.S h

Lionel Messi conocid su rival al definirse la segunda semifinal: triunfodel — con Karim Benzema, Kimpembe y Lucas Herndndez. Para el ganador se apurar oras

vigente campedn por 2a dantelasorprendentey orgullosa Marruecos, La  tratari de suterceracorona, despuésde los titulosargentinos en 1978 v 1986, Federico Agulla | Enviado especial
seleccion que dirige Didier Deschamps no se espantacon nada, nicon los  y las consagracionesde los galosen 1998y 2015, Deportes Mundial Pagina 4
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Fuerte aumento del
gasto publico y bono
por decreto para los
trabajadores privados

prEsUPUESTO. Con un DNU, el Gobierno se autorizd a gastar $1,53
billones més antes de fin de ario v a subir el nivel de endeudamiento

El Goblernoamanzd ayercon un fuer-
teaumentodel gastoy ladeuda pabli-
ca. El Poder Ejecutivo apeld a un de-
eretode necesidad y urgencia (DNU)
para incrementarl, 53 billonesde pe-
sosel presupuestoy disponeruna su-
ba de la deuda piblica por poco més

deun billén de pesos. La medida fue
cuestionada por la oposicicn,

En paralelo, el Gobiernodispuso
ayer dos bonos de fin de afo. Uno
de$24.000 quedeberi pagarel sec-
tor privado a todos los trabajado-
res que ganen menoes de $180.000

v atro de $13.000 para los benefi-
ciarios del plan Potenciar Traba-
jo. Hace pocos dias, el Presidente
habia dicho que no dispondria
un bono para empresas privadas.
porgquemuchas pymesno podrian
pagario. Pigina g

Perti se
militariza
para aplacar
las protestas

chiIsis. Boluarte dictd el
estado de emergencia
por 30 dias: 8 muertos

LIMA (AF).- En un intento de
aplacar las protestas que ya pro-
VOCAron ocho muertos tras el fa-
llido autegolpe de Pedro Castillo,
la presidenta de Peri, Dina Bo-
luarte, decretd ayer el estado de
emergencia nactonal durante 30
dias —que bes da mayor poder de
accidn a las Fuerzas Armadas—y
propuso adelantar laselecciones
adiciembrede2023, Entanto, hoy
s definird si se extiende por 18 me-
sesla prisicn preventivadel expre-
sidente, que syeragradecio el apo-
yo a Alberto Ferndndez y a otros
mandatariosde la region. Pigina2

EL ESCENARIO

La pelea por
llenar el vacio
que dejo
Cristina

Carlos Pagni

T BN

I maravilloso partido frente
E a Croacia ¥ ¢l ingreso de la

seleccionen la final del Mun-
dial promovieron emociones nove-
dosas. La alegria y el entuslasmo,
que estaban desde hacia mucho
tiempo ausentes, La satisfaccion
de integrarun torrente multitud]-
nario, Un momento felizy extraiio,
parauna socicdad fracturada por
la penuria econdmica y la polari-
zaciin. Nada del otro munda: la
identificacidn con ln nacion, que
repone la sensacion de pertenen-
ciaaun todo, Continiaenla paginal2
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Ciéncia B4
Isaias Raw
morre aos
95 anos

Com extensa vida acadé-
mica, pesquisador se des-
tacou no desenvolvimento
de vacinas no pais ao diri-
giro Butantan. A causada
morte nao foi divalgada.

turismo C8
Maldivas, xodd de
influencers, também
recebe familias e fas
de natureza extrema

ilustrada CleC4

Batalha

naval

Diretor de ‘Titanic’
volta para o mar
e até afunda navio
no novo ‘Avatar’

Cena do longa ‘Avatar: O
Caminho da Agua'

Dirvulgagan

EUA desaceleram alta
de juros pela primeira

vez em 2022 xis

Peddgios em Sido Paulo
ficam 12% mais caros a
partir de amanha azo

Rosa Weber vota
no STF contra
emendas de relator
A presidente do STF, Ro-
sa Weber, vorou por vedar
0 uso das emendas de re-
lator para atender a par
lamentares ou a pessoas
externas ao Congresso. A
corte retoma o julgamen-
to hoje, com ovoto de An-
dré Mendonga. politica a4

Militares ja fazem
plano de dispersar
atos em quartéis
Comandantes militares es-
peram pedido do novo go
VErNO e $e preparam para
dispersar atos antidemo-
craticas em frente a quar
téis apos posse, em 1° de
janeiro. Retirada de bolso-
naristas terd risco de con-
fronto, avaliam. politica A10

TSE vai investigar
Bolsonaro por
ataques a urnas
Politica AS
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copa 2022 M
Franca sofre, passa e fara final
com Argentina para ser bi e tri

Franceses aguentaram pressiao de Marrocos e decidiram
por 2 ac. Final terda duelo de Mbappé e Messi, maiores es-
trelas da Copa, e vai consagrar um tricampeo mundial.
Se der Franca, também sera primeiro bi em 60 anos. pa

Tayguara Ribeiro

Marrocos fica entre os quatro melhores
em Mundial histérico para a Africa ps

Semifinal Final Semifinal
TERCA, 13 DOM 18 - 12h* ONTEM
[Sancentina [3]-; [© arcenriva [ | [2]  rranca (B
[Scroscia o}-* [@prmamga | | ‘-[o] marnocos @

FHordrio de Brasilia
Sérgio Rodrigues

Penélope Charmosa foi a Copa

Relembro Nick Hornby, que comparou a selecio i de
1970 ao “Rolls-Royoe cor-de-rosa da Penélope Charmosa
e 0 Aston Martin do James Bond”. Hoje nos falta um car-
rocom design e motor para chegar ao fim da viagem. B2

Brasil falha na prevencao
contra desastres climaticos

Mbappé festeja com camisa do lateral marroquino Hakimi, seu melhor arriign no PSG; no domingo, francés também duelara com Messi pela artilharia da Copa

Mudanca na Lei
das Estatais abre
portas para centrao

Projeto da Camara tem potencial de beneficiar aliados em
meio a negociagdes do governo eleito; Senado deve aprovar

A mudanca na Lei das Esta-
tais, aprovada em votagao-
relampago ontem na Cama-
ra, abre as portas para que
0 CENITA0 € Outros repre-
sentantes da classe politi-
Ca oCupem Cargos estraté-
gicos nas empresas pliblicas
e em agéncias reguladoras,
Asessaorepentina ocorreu
no mesmo dia em que Aloi-
zio Mercadante foi anunci-
ado para chefiar o BNDES.

A manobra vem no mo-
mento em que partidos tém
demandado cargos do go-
verno eleito, que costurou
uma frente ampla durante
a campanha e tem procu-
rado conquistar apoio pa-
ra votagies no Congresso
—inclusive a PEC (proposta
de emenda & Constitui¢io)
da Gastanca, que prevé uma
expansac de despesas para
bancar programas sociais.

A medida ainda precisa
passar pelo crivo do Sena-
do, onde deve ser aprovada.

As acoes de estatais regis-
traram gueda ao longo do
dia. Os papéis preferenciais
da Petrobras cairam 7,03%, e
os do Banco do Brasil recua-
ram 2,47%. Mercado ATS e ALS

Fernando Haddad teve

participagdo crescente em
articulacao da PEC mi7

Autoridades brasileiras tém
convivido cada vez mais
com os estragos das chu-
vas, cuja intensidade pode
indicar reflexo das mudan-
c¢as climaticas, mas falham
em medidas de longo pra-
z0, como politica de habi-
tagao e combate & pobreza.

Para especialistas, inter
vencoes de infraestrutura
e protocolos de emergéncia
nao bastam sem melhorias
de condigdes da populagio
ameagada por enchentes e
deslizamentos, que deve do-
brarouaté triplicar nas prd-
ximas décadas. amblente B1

Desmate no cerrado cresce
25% e ultrapassa 10 mil km? .

Lula viajara a China e, no 12 dia,
retomara lagos com Venezuela

Futuro chanceler, Mauro Vieira anunciou que presidente
eleito visitard Argentina, China e EUA nos trés primeiros
meses de governo., Relacao com Venezuela, hoje uma dita-
dura, sera retomada no primeiro dia da gestio, disse. a2

ATMOSFERA

Fonte: wars.climatempe.com. i

Danits Verpa/Falhapress

PM ABORDA SUSPEITOS DE ASSALTO NA CRACOLANDIA

Agao aconteceu na avenida Rio Branco, esquina com rua dos Gusmdes, apds relato de assalto;
registros de roubos na drea dispararam e atingiram recorde, superando nameros pré-pandemia

EDITORIAIS AZ

580 Paulo hoje

2
8)14"

oh  &h 12h 18k 24h

O piordo PT
Sobre escolhasde Lulaeal-
teraciona Leidas Estatais.

Adeus, Cuba
Acerca de salto recente
na migragio para os EUAL

PUITIL1&T5F205
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Feprinco critica que los 3 poderes del Estado no cumplen con sus responsabllldades

EEUU ve que la cludadama esta
harta de la impunidad reinante

PAGINAS 4y 11
Para incrementar los logros en el pais ~ Veo un futuro brillante para este pais, Paraguay es considerado un aliado,
se tiene que luchar enérgicamente siempre que elija el estado de dereche  amige y socio por EEUU, que apoyard
contra las prdcticas corruptas gue y desafiar a la corrupcion. La decisién a quienes trabajen para que el
ahuyentan las inversiones extranjeras. estd en manos de los paraguayos. porvenir esperanzador sea realidad.

Marc Ostfleld, =mbajadaor de los Estades Unidoes

Se preveé fuerte rebote del sector primario
BCP estima que el PIB
crecerd 4,5% en el 2023 Argentma y Francla van por eI tr|

motorizado por el agro

PAGINA 8

La Camara Alta puede expedirse hoy
Abdo pide acuerdo del
Senado para que Emiliano
Roldon sea el nuevo FGE

PAGINA 2

Solicitan a la Fiscalia que impute
Pedido de esposa de RGD de
levantar el 50% del embargo
es lavado, segin querella

PAGINA 41 QatarZOZZ Los galos ganaron a Mdl uecos 2-0 en un duro partido y jugaran e
dominge al medicdfa ante la Albiceleste |a final de la Copa del Mundo, PAGINA46ala 48
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Se rechazé la protesta de la empresa Funcionario leal a la familia

DNCP abre investigacion por | Sigue presion de la Corte
documentos presentados | contra Fretes y cambian
por Poti en licitacion de IPS | al sindico de Quiebras
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Bras de fer entre
Quatennens
et Beauvau

Washington va
livrer des batteries
antimissiles
Patriot a I'Ukraine

Les services de
renseignement
ont enquéte sur
le «Qatargate»

Avec la «brigade
électrique »
sur le front

Nicolas

de Tavernost :

« M6 a besoin de
la TNT et la TNT
a besoin de M6 »

Les
chroniques
dEugénie
Bastie et
de Luc Ferry

Le téte & téte
de Charles
Jaigu

L'analyse

; de Jean-Fierre
Robin
= Lachronique
% -, deChantal
Delsol

Réponses a la question
de mercredi :
Approuvez-vous
l'action de la France

en faveur de I'Ukraine ?

NON
42%

TOTAL DEWVOTANTS : 149 541

Votez aujourdhud

sur lefigaro.fr

Aprés sa condammnation,
le deputeé Insoumis
Adrien Quatennens
a-t-il raison

de se maintenir &
I'Assemblée nationale ?

XINHLIONHLA ARACA

Face a une bonne
équipe du Maroc,
les Bleus sont restés
solides. Vainqueurs
par2ao,

ils affronteront
I'Argentine dé

Messi dimanChe.
PAGES 2,3 ET L'EDITORIAL

' &

-
Les Francais entourent
lNautewr du premier but,
l'arrigre Thee Hermandez.

La France attend
dimanche avec impatience

FAMILLE

QUAND LES ENFANTS
VEULENT EDUQUER
LEURS PARENTS:

LE FIGARO LITTERAIRE

Présent dans le 1.ulL aal

soutenir les Bleus
nuel Macron s’est dit « im
mensément fier=. Le pays

finale face 4 1'Argentine.
Une victoire contre I"équi
pede Léo Messi signerait le
trodsieme  triomphe des
Bleus dans un Mondial,

retient son soulfle avant la

dont deux d’affilée,

A une marche du bonheur

es Lions de 1"Atlas n'ont pas
mangeé les cogs gaulois ! Loin
du rapport de force anima
lier des emblémes natio
naux, le Maroc n'a pas réussi
a déjouer les pronostics qui donnaient
la France vaingueur. Au terme d'une
rencontre intense et serrée, 'expé
rience des Bleus, emmenés par un
Griezmann impeérial, a eu raison d"une
magnifique équipe. L'élan populaire
qui, de Rabat au Caire et de Tunis a
Doha, poussait la formation maghré
bine n'a pas suffi & transformer es
poir en victoire. Un match ne se gagne
toutefols pas dans les tribunes ou dans
les bars. Le résultat se dispute sur le
terrain, & onee contre onze.
Il n’empéche, cette édition du Mon
dial a permis 4 une nation africaine de
jouer sa premiere demi-linale plané
taire, Son parcours a fait 1a fierté d'un
peuple et, par procuration, de tout un
continent. Nil'un ni "avtre ne comp
te, bien sir, en rester la. Le jour du
triomphe wiendra, tellement les ta
lents sont kglon outre- Méditerranée.,

En attendant, le football reste une féte.
Il est une maniere de faire passer des
messages positifs, dit exemplaire en
traineur marocain. Walid Regragui
parle dor. On voudrait qu®il soit en
tendu, au lieu de volr ce sport, & lave
cation universelle, trop souvent pris
en otage par des causes qui lui sont

étrangeres. Au lieu de voir aussi ces
i i hordes de sup
Sl Mes?l . porteurs venir
adugeénie, saccager Ia
I.ES B].EU.S trodsieme  mi
temps, confon
partent dant le football
favoris el la guerre.

Les Bleus sont
désormais & une marche du bonheur.
Et plus encore, proches d'un exploit
que seuls I'Italie et le Brésil par le passe
ont réalise en gagnant deux [ois de
suite le trophée Jules-Rimet. Face a
une Argentine solide mais au jeu pas
toujours inspiré, la France partira fa
vorite. Si Me a du génie, les hom
mes de Deschamps ont le sens du but.
Vivement dimanche! ®

A 190 € - BEL - MO - O A 3075~ CF TN 0 180 € - B - B - G- B - L0 B0 - A= 3 D3 = T30 1000 € PO CEINT : A0 - RELP- 0 o - LN 100 T SO S

Rayonnant depuis le début
Gricgmann  a réalisé un
match époustouflant, mer
credi soir, contre le Maroc.
Chef d'orchestre de I'éqgui

-
Antoine Griezmann,
le chef d'orchestre

de la compétition, Antoine

NOTRE SELECTION DE LIVRES

pe au milien du jew, il a su
défendre dans les maments
chauds tout en distribuant
de beaux ballons i ses atta

quants, [l a été éh meilleur
Joweur de cette demi- finale.

M D108 -1215- F: 3,20 €




610_u4877

Felicity

Cloake’s

v

World Cup 2022 France to
face Argentinainfinal ©

The

udr

Thursday
15 December 2022
F250

£2.50
From £1.85 for subscribers

dian

News provider of the year

Scathing report condemns police
for ‘victim blaming’ in rape cases

Detailed analysis finds
persistent failings in
forces struggling to cope

Alexandra Topping

A damning official examination into
how palice forces tackle rape has
expesed persistent fallings in the
criminal justice system, including
a failure to track repeat suspects,

Four killed

and dozens
rescued in
Channel

Rajeev Syal
Diane Taylor
Dan Sabbagh

Four people died and more than 40
were rescued after a desperate tele-
phone call to a charity yesterday
morning warned that aboat carrying
asylum seekers, including children,
had capsized in the Channel.

An unidentified man on the sink-
ing vessel, inarecording obtained by
the Guardian, asked at 2.53am for the
alarm to be raised to save his family.
who were in the icy waters.

“Please help me bro, please,
please, please, We are in the water
and we have a family,” he said.

Rishi Sunak, the prime minister,
expressed his “sorrow™ at the “cap-
sizing of a small boat”, telling MPs
there had been a “tragic loss of
human life”, His home secretary,
Suella Braverman, insisted that the
government would pushahead with
policies which aim to deter people
from seeking asylum in the UK.

The alarm was raised
with the UK and French

“explicit victim blaming” and
botched investigations,

The long-awaited independent
report into the first year of Operation
Soteria Bluestone - launched by the
government aftera catastrophic fall in
rape prosecutions - also paints a pic-
ture of an over-worked. traumatised
and inexperienced palice workforce
in England and Wales that is strug-
gling tocope withan increase in rape
reports after years of austerity.

The report - whose findings have
been accepted by the Home Office
analyses 80,000 rape reports across

five forces, includes deep dives into
police data and reveals detailed dis-
cussions with officers. It is one of
the few times academics have been
givenaccess toa wide range of police
records and worked with forces to
analsyse how investigations proceed.

It comes as the Ministry of Jus-
tice (Mol) said the most recent data
showed “significantimprovements"
18 months after the government's
Rape Review into the rape prose-
cution crisls, The Mal sald police
referrals to the Crown Prosecution
Service (CPS) were up 95%, cases

charged up by two-thirds and the
number of cases reaching court up
91% compared with quarterly aver-
ages of 2019, when there were 2,102
prosecutions - the lowest on record.

But the 191-page repart, which
contains anonymised evidence from
police officers, will make for uncom-
fortable reading for police leaders and
government ministers.

The repart said that while some
officers didn't rely on inaccurate per-
ceptions of victim credibility “the
overwhelming direction of travel
[was] still reliant on inaccurate

4 People being pulled out of the boat that got info trouble overnight off Dungeness. A phone call made from the
boat in mid-Channel to a charity raised the alarm, but four of the people onboard died womosesm: noves rescurser

understandings of victims and
offenders”. It stated: “At worst,
officers demonstrated explicit vic-
tim blaming and lack of belief in the
victim, which impacted on the sub-
sequent investigation. For example,
victim credibility was often focused
on and used to either close or not
investigatecases withinsome forces”
Academics also found serving
officers who “don’t think that [sex-
ual offences] should be a pricrity for
poelicing”, The report sald: “Some
stated that they believed
that most reports of rape

NHS nurses
to strike
today for
first time

Denis Campbell
Andrew Gregory

Tens of thousands of nurses will
strike across England, Wales and
Northern Ireland today, sparking
major disruption to services in the
first such action in NHS history.
Nurses will refuse to work at hos-
pitalsand other places of care across
the three countries from Sam until
Bpm, in the first of two days of sched-
uled walkouts over their pay claim.
Their action has led to many out-
patient appointments and operations
being cancelled. Urgent and life-
saving services will be fully staffed,
but many non-urgent services will
operate with only the much smaller
number of nurses usuallyon duty on

Christmas Day or overnight. N
Less unwell patients

9 w I‘ MI



