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What’

News

Business 2 Finance
e d—

didas AG's CED and se-

nior leaders in Germany
discussed as far back as four
vears ago the risk of continu-
ing a relationship with Kanye
West that they feared could
blow up at any moment. AL

#+ Bankman-Fried"s multi-
million-dollar Washington
charm offensive revolved
around the CFTC and sen-
ators with whom the FTX

r found cormmon cause
in a bid for light-touch reg-
ulation of digital assets. A1
* “Strange World"” became
the second consecutive Dis-
ney animated film to bomb
at the box office, collecting
only $18.6 million since
opening Wednesday. Bl

#+ Black Frii store traf-
fic rose from 2021 levels,
but some shoppers spent
cautiously as inflation
weighs on pocketbooks. BL

+ Some investors expect
lackluster earnings to send
stocks lower this week as
the market awaits results
from Salesforce, Dollar Gen-
eral and other companies. BL

# Potash mines near oil
and natural-gas reserves
are holding back Exxon’s
development of a key asset
in the Permian Basin. B1

# Six casino operators in
Macau won provisional li-
censes to continue operat-
ing in the Chinese gambling
hub for the next 10 years. B3
# Ticketmaster's recent
Taylor Swift tour fiasco
prompted renewed calls to
investigate the 12-year-old
merger of the company and
promoter Live Nation. B4
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Demonstrators marched through Beijing on Sunday night holding up blank sheets of paper, an allusion to censorship, as they
protested the Chinese government's strict anti-Covid policies. ‘Freedom,” many in the crowd chanted as police looked on.

Protests
Spread in
Challenge
To Xi’s
Regime
Anger at Covid-19
lockdowns spills over in

Beijing, Shanghai and
other Chinese cities

Protests erupted in major
cities in China over President
Xi Jinping's zero-tolerance ap-
proach to Covid-19, an unusual
show of defiance in the coun-
ry as the economic and social
costs from snap lockdowns
and other strict restrictions
escalate.

By Lingling Wei,
Brian Spegele
and Wernxin Fan

Demonstrations  occurred
throughout the weekend in
both Beijing amnd Shanghai. Ac-
cording to eyewitness ac-
counts, there were also pro-
tes in the eastern city of
MNanjing and in Wuhan, the
original center of the pan-
demic. Video footage and pho-

Please turn fo page A8

# Xi pressured as economic
fixes falter ...

FTX’s Fall
Halts Push
For Light
Oversight

By PauL KIERNAN

# Protests erupted in ma-
Jor cities in China over Xi's

zero-tolerance approach to
Cowid-19, an unusual show

of defiance there as the eco-
nomic and social costs from
snap lockdowns and other

strict curbs escalate. Al

#+ Ukrainian officials said
they managed to restore
most of the electricity to
Kyiv, even as Russian strikes
hir cities across southern
Ukraine and intense fighting
continued in the country’'s
eastern Donetsk region. A6

# LS. povernment and con-
gressional officials fear the
conflict in Ukraine is exac-
erbating a nearly $19 billion
backlog of weapons bound for
Taiwan, further delaying ef-
forts to arm the island as ten-
sions with China escalate. A9
# Canada called China a
“disruptive” global force that
must be contained as Ottawa
unveiled a revised policy
framework for dealing with
the Asia-Pacific region. A9

# Lawmakers return to

work this week with a to-do
list that includes passing a
critical government-funding
bill, solidifying access to

same-sex marriage and set-
ting priorities for the ULS. mil-
itary before the start of the
new CONgress next vear. Ad

# Somali security forces
were attempting to flush
out armed assailants from a
hotel in Mogadishu, police
said, after the extremist
group al-Shabab claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack. A9
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WASHINGTON—Sam Bank-
man-Fried's multimillion-dollar
Washington charm o Sive re-
wvolved around a small financial
regulator and a group of sena-
tors with whom the purported
crypio billionaire found comamon
cause a bid for light-touch
regulation of digital assets,

For FTX, the crypto exchange
M. Bankmman-Fried founded, the
goal was to steer oversight of
crypto into the hands of what
wias perceived to be a friendlier
regulator than the Securities
and Exchange Commission.
which has been promising a
more stringent approach.

His effort dovetailed with de-
sires of other regulators and leg-
islators to hold sway over a new,
Fast-growing industry. The Com-
maodity Futures Trading Com-
in, which has had peri-
odic turf battles with the SEC,
wanted to expand its regulatory
purview, while the Senate com-
mittee that oversees it saw
a rare chance to carve out an ex-
panded role for itself.

Then FTX collapsed. Legis-
lation to provide light-touch
regulation is on hold. The
CFTC's dealings with FTX are
drawing scruting. Mr. Bank-
man-Fried, once the friendly,
confident face of crypto, is
vonic, And crypto firms face the
prospect of far stricter enforce-
ment by the SEC.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bankman-
Fried's ascent in Washington
shows how, by doling out
enough cash to politicians and
interest groups, a 30-year-old
in cargo shorts can win a seat
at the table for critical policy
debates.

So far, crypto is langely un-
regulated. But that state of play
wasn't likely to last. The crypto
market swelled to around $3
trillion in 2021, before crashing
this year. Stunning gains drew
in big-name institutional inves
tors and hordes of individual
investors. Even Wall Street be-
gan to engage with some
crypto products.

With crypto becoming more
intertwined with traditional
markets, policy makers grew
concerned about the risks it
posed to investors and the
broader financial system.

The crypto industry began a
concerted lobbying effort po in-
fluence the debate. In the U.S.,
the key guestion is which regu-
latory agency—the CFTC or the

Please turn to page A2

Top Adidas Officers Discussed
Kanye West’s Behavior in 2018

By KnanEEsa SaFpan
Anp Inmi PacHECo

Adidas AG's chief executive
and senior leaders in Germany
discussed as far back as four
vears ago the risk of continu-
ing a relationship with Kanye
West that they feared could
blow up at any moment, ac-
cording to people familiar with
the matter and documents re-
viewed by The Wall Street
Journal.

A 2018 presentation to
members of the Adidas execu-

tive board, a group that in-
cluded CEO Kasper Rorsted
and the head of human re-
sources, highlighted the risks
for emplovees interacting with
Mr. West and detailed mitiga-
tion strategies for the relation-
ship with the Yeezy creator,
including cutting ties with the
rapper-turned-designer, docu-
ments show.

Instead of parting ways
when concerns were raised,
these people said, the senior
executives had business-unit
leaders share various propos-

als with Mr. West so Adidas
could hang onto the Yeezy
partnership, which analysts
estimate accounted for 8% of
annual sales.

These efforts to keep the
Yeery partnership occurred
again in September when the
Adidas executive board met to
discuss Mr. West's latest pub-
lic outbursts, the people said.

Mr, West, who legally
changed his name to Ye, met
with Adidas executives in mid-
September and asked for more
money and control over the

Yeezy brand, according to peo-
ple familiar with the meeting.
During the meeting, he showed
the Adidas executives a clip
from an adult video and ac-
cused them of stealing his de-

signs, these people said.
Soon after the meeting, the
people said, Adidas agreed to
some of Mr. West's demands:
The company offered Mr. West
the ability to sell Yeezy foot-
wear directly to consumers
and ownership of future de-
signs as well as a cut of the
Please turn fopage A4

INSIDE

Superstar Meymar is
out, and World Cup
favorite Brazil is
worried. ala

BUSINESS & FINANCE
‘Strange World'
misfires, as Disney's
animation is added to
Iger's to-do list. B1

Puerto Rico’s Power Failures
Worsen Aflter Private Takeover

Blackouts have gotten longer and prices keep rising. Defenders say
the company inherited a disaster after years of mismanagement.

By KaTHEmine BLuwr
AnND ANDREW SCURRIA

lengthened. Hurricane Fiona, a less-than-fe-

A Canadian-American consortium swept
into Puerto Rico last year with promises to
transform the island’s antiguated power

erid.

Many residents welcomed the change,
tired of subpar service from a state-run util-
ity that left them in darkness for months af-
ter a strong hurricane five years ago.

But since the private company, Luma En-
ergy LLC, took charge of the grid in June

ory-1 storm in September,
caused an island-wide blackout, and it took
more than two weeks before nearly all resi-
dents had electricity again.

Luma, a joint venture of companies with

limited experience in Puerto Rico, has so far

2021, power outages on the island have

spent just a small fraction of the hundreds
of millions of dollars it had planned to invest
by this time to shape up the decrepit grid.
Meanwhile, customers’ rates have increased
several times to cover surging costs for oil
and natural gas to fuel power generation.

Please turn to page AI10

Why Turkey Is Telling the World

Not to Call It

=

In part weary of bird jok

Turkey Anymore

. the country

wanks everyone Lo say “Tour-key-veh”

Talking turkey is a pastime
in the halls of government
around the world. ¥et what to
call Turkey, the country, is
something many can't agree
on.

By Vivian Salama in
Washington and Jared
Malsin in Istanbul

In April, Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan asked
the intermational community
to recognize his nation by its
traditional name, spelled “Tir-
kive” and pronounced Tour-

key-yeh.

His government promoted
the shift as an effort to instill
national pride—and silence as-
sociations with the Thanksgiv-
ing bird and pejorative uses of
the word “turkey.”™

Amn article published by the
website of the state television
channel cited “not flattering™
comparisons to the bird. It
added: “Flip through the Cam
bridge Dictionary and “turkey”
is defined as ‘something that
fails badly” or a stupid or silly
person.’ ”

Please turn to page AI0

Black Friday Shopping Is Back
Americans returned to their prepandemic habits on Black
Friday, spending more time and money in stores than last
year. But some data show inflation weighing on purchases. B1

Holiday season online spending
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Japan’s newest fighter jet changes course

BIG READ, PAGE 17

USA §2.50 Canada CS5.00

It’s time for Britain to stop doing stupid stuff

MARTIN WOLF, PAGE 19

China rocked by protests as anger
spreads over zero-Covid lockdowns

e Rising wave of discontent e Shanghai residents clash with police & Xi's social controls put to test

THOHAS HALE — EHANGH &I

TOM MITCHELL — SINGAPORE

shanghal protests escalated yesterday
as police struggled to disperse large
crowds which gathered In the city as
part of a mationwide wave of discontent
abowt China's zero-Covid palbches.

Protesters clashed with police amd
shouted anti-government slogans in a
secand day of disorder, following street
gatheringson Saturday evening.

Some complained about a kack of free-
diom and what they sakl was the unsd-
entific nature of China's Covid policy,
which alms to eliminate the virus
through mass testing, quarantine and
lockdowrs.

The policy ts under Immense pressars
from rising cases, popular discontent
amd a showing ecomomy. Authorities yes-
terday reported the highest daily nfec-
thars on record for the fourth consecu-

Deflance in Shanghai

Az dusk foll an Wulumugl Road,

ane af the: mest striking scenes of ol
dissbedience In mainknd China in
recent decades was under way Page &

thve day, with the tally close 10 40,000,

The backlash poses ane of the most
owert challenges to the Chinese Commmu-
nist party’s autharity In decades. Same
Shamghal protesters held up blank
pleces of paper to symbolise censorship
— agesture also used by pro-democracy
activists in Hong Kong — and pinned
them to trees before police ripped them
down. Others carried white flowers, a
symbaolol mowrning.

0 Saturday some people had openly
called for the party and President X fin-
ping to “stepdowm”.

Students across China held rallies
over the weekend, induding at Tsing-
bmaa university in Beifing. Residents in
the capital confronted officials over the
closureol their housing compounds.

Protest fontage was shared widely on
social media but was censored by the
authorities. Images inchaded graffit slo-
gans at Peking University such as “we
don't want PCR tests, we want food”,

Private equity adds a new
layer of securltizsation

AS raising funds pets fougher, private
equity irms are kaoking 1o ever mone
complicated types of soluticrs, Enter
the collateralised Fund obligatian,
wiiie atakis I Junk-gradi companies
are bundled with stakes In hundreds of
athar ] o

DR/

Awoman in Shanghai holdsupaillnnkeh«'l of paper as a symbol of cens orship — e srewses vy g

Falling input costs and shipping rates

ease global inflationary pressures

VALENT INA ROME| — LONDON

Key data indicators suggest that this
year's rampant global inflation has
peaked and the pace of headline price
growth is set to slow in the coming
manths,

Factory gate and commedity prices,
shipping rates and inflation expecta-
tioms have all begun wo subside from
thelr recent record levels. These data
serfes are widely watched by econo-
enits and policymakers as they provide
anearhy imdicatbon o f the irends that will

welcome news for leading central
banks, which have been raising interest
rates rapldly in 2 co-ordimated effort o
tame inflation, risking phangirg major
ecomomies into recession by doing so.

“Inflation is lkely at 118 apex,” said
Mark Zand!, chief economist st Moody's
Analytics, The easing of price pressures
and supply delvery bottlemecks “pres-
age the coming moderation in con-
sumer prices”, he sald.

Global Inflation kit a record 12.1 per
cent in October, sooordng to Meody's
estimates. That will be the “high water

and transformed Info a financial
sacurfly marketed 10 ordinary sivers
a5 a safe Investment with a stellar
credit rating, not entirety uniike the
CDOs at the heart of the 2008 orisis.

mark” far Zandisaid.

shape the imflation
According o sconomists, the lipares
suggest that price pressures on global
supply chains are casing, making it
likely that headline inflation will fall
from the historically high rates that hit

Jennifer McKeown, head of glabal
economics at Capital Economics,
expects headline inflation to begin o
fall next year because of lower prices for
must comm edities as demand weakens.

“Food and energy eliects boget hes will
knock aboul 3 percentage paints off
headline consumer price inflation inthe
advanced economies on average over
the next six months,”s hesaid.

However, continued high energy costs
could slow the decline. Susannah
Strecter, senior mvestment and markets
analyst at Hargreaves Lansdown, sakd
that “oil [1s] set to stay highly sensitive
to supply constraints, and the looming
EU ban on Russkan crude” woald con-
tinie to fuel hesdline inflation in the UK
and the exrozone.

Indlation is set by remain above cen-
tral banks® long-lerm Langels, soono-
mistsaxid.

“Dam’t expect inflation to drop down
to 2 per cent very quickly,” said
Katharkne Nedss, chiel European econo-

Buyout groups’ everage - PAGE 3 household finances and business activ-  High energy prices this year will also  mist for FGIM Fixed Income,
ity in recent months. That would be  flattenowt in 2027, shesaid. EU oll price cap page 2
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The protests have been energised by a
senseof anger over the deaths of 10 peo-
ple duringa fire in the locked-down diy
of Urumgl on Thursday. The tragedy,
‘which promapied vigils around the coun-
try, has been widely blamed on anti-
Covid restrictions; suthorities deny this.

Ome person at the Shanghal protests
‘who asked to rermain anomymous said:
“For the past three years, people have
accurmulated this kind of anger.*

A student said: *1 knew what 1"'m
doing Is very dangerous, but it's my
duty” Another said the event beganasa
peaceful commemoration of the deaths
of the people in the Urumaqi fire, but got
“oant of comtrol

China bhas experienced much larger
demonstrations in recent years, in par-
ticular the mass pro-democracy pro-
tests in Homng Komg in 2019 that brought
millions of people an to the territory's
sireets, But the emerging movement
agalnsi Ni's signature policy s unprece-
dented since the 1989 Tiananmen
Square protests in terms of its national
scope and direct challenge to party
autheeily.

Sheena Chestnut Greitens, a China
expert at the American Enterprise Insti-
tute, said the widespread unrest could
“become a serfous test of the tools of
social control deweloped under 17,

Steve Tsang, head of the Soas china
Institute at the University of London,
said the antl-Xi slogans marked “a new
prodmit™ iy thee

“1think [X1] will turn to repression of
soame form bo stamp out further protests
against the policy and his leadership,”
Ive zald. “Abandoning zero-Covid mow
‘would be Lo embarrassing and a sign of
W =

There are coronavins cutbreaks in
many large citles, including Guangzhou
and Beijing. Previous outbreaks have
been successfully suppressed, but they
hanve been typically centred in one city
or regicn.

State media outlets said the govern-
mient would continae to put “people and
lrves fimst™ and “would not waver™ from
itsapproach.
Additional reporting by Cheng Leng,
Edvwand white and foe Leafy
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Briefing

= Brusscls races to scal deal
on price cap for Russian oil
The EU s struggling to reach
agreensent over the bevel afa
celling and whether to lnk it to
wider sanctions, as a December 5
deadline looms.— pace 2

» Backing for brain robots
The team behind Apple’s Pace ID
has secured $43.2mn in fresh
funding as it develops tiny robots
that delner drugs inte the brain
to target tough diseases. — pace &

= EY bid to ease split debate
The firem has set up 2 “ransaction
eoammittes” to resohe

aver who should get what after
the planned sphit of its audit and
enmsulting businesses.— sast ¥

= Talwan opposition boost
The Kuomintang s fortunes have
been lifted by the election of
Wayne Chiang, great-grandson of
late dictator Chiang Kal-shek, as
mayor of Taipel.— Fass &

w Aung San Suu Kyi isolated
A former adviser has said that
Myanmar'’s ousted leader s being
held in a whitewashed concrete
bt witheat window blinds at a
prison camp in the jungle.— pce

%Enmrwﬁﬁmm
& EU ks to propese a bloc-wide
vaiping lewy as part of a tobacen

industry taxation shake-wp that
would rmise duties in states with
low cigarctic AXes— RAGE 7

Opposing sides
Aftitudes 1o foatbal 02

o)
Interested Insareanid
inaly|
Spain
trair
Francs|
Gamany|
us|
0 20 40 &0 80 100
Senses VearSow M1
Adsiudan trwards tha beact bl cama
lesak palarinesd, with little cenire grousd.
Mare han 60 par cont of tesgandents in
Spain, e LI, Franoe, Germany and the
LIS b iethe £f s inperest Maly bachs
Shen lnmgue but cly scsres 47 per cent




“All the News
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork &ime

LATE EDITION
Today, partly sunny, breezy, winds
nortlwest at 10-15 miles per hour,
high 53. Tomight, clear, cooler, low
3B, Tomorrow, partly sunny, high 47,
Weather map appears on Page Bi.
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Bakhmut Fight
Saps Both Kyiv
And Russians

Troops Are Pulled Into
a Bloody Stalemate

By THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF
and NATALIA YERMAK

BAKHMUT, Ukraine — For al-
most an hour, the stream of
Ukralnian casualties in the east-
ern city of Bakhmut seemed un-
ending: Ambulances, an armored
personnel carrier and private ve-
hicles all screamed to a halt, one
after another, and disgorged the
wounded in front of the city’s only
military hospital.

A soldier propped up by his
comrades, his face a mass of man-
gled flesh, walked in the main
gate. The dark green stretcher
that awaited him was one of sew-
eral still covered in blood.

Ey around noon on Friday, doc-
tors had counted 50 wounded,
many of them soldiers, The day
before was even worse: 240 peo-
ple had come through the hospi-
tal's doors with everything from
gunshaot wounds to shrapnel inju-
ries and concussions.

*“They came in batches — 10, 10,
fiwe, 10" sald Parus, one of the
Ukrainian medics at the hospital,
as artillery screeched overhead
and the chatter of machine-gun
fire echoed off the surrounding
huildings. “In the last couple of
days the Russians have tried to
advance more intensel

In the nine months since Russia
invaded, Ukraine has celebrated
wvictories, breaking the
its capital, Kyiv, and push-

ng  Ru: n forces out of the
Knark.wre_gnn and the port city of
Kherson. But Bakhmut, im
Ukraine’s Donbas region, has be-
come adestructive vortex for both
countries’ militaries, For months,
they hawe thrown masses of
troops and matériel into battle
here as the Russians mount des-
perate attempis to capture the
city and the Ukrainians to hold it.

The results have been near cat-

Continued on Page A&

p—
ured soldier 1o a
hospital in Bakhmut, Ukraine.
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A fire that killed 10 in an apartment building in Urumgi, China, last week has set off several days of protests like this one in Beijing.

Under Britains Tough Tactics, Drug Dealer Is Also Slave Master

By SELAM GEBREKIDAN

LOMNDON — Gledi Wabelua
was determined to come out dif-
ferent this time: “More humble.
More gquiet” He was 28 and this
was his third release from prison.

This time, e would find a real
Job and a place to live in London.
Mo more slipping back invo deal-
ing drugs, the only work he had
ever known.

Driving a moving van promised
a start. The job barely paid min-
imum wage, but the recruiter did
not care that he had been locked
up for almost a decade

But first, he would need permis-
sion. Because Nr. Wabelua is far
from free,

He cannot rent an apartment or
a car without the approval of a
probation officer. He cannot date
someone without reporting his re-
lationship. Every inch of his life,
from his bank account to his inter-
net history, can be inspected.

These were not ordinary re-
strictions. Some read like those of
a sex offender. His Instagram ac-
count is limited to users over 18
He canmol be near children, or go
to schools or youth clubs. And,
most critically, he needs the gov-
ernment’s blessing before he can
accepd a job. Any breach can send
him back to prison for up to five
years.

The government insisted on
these restrictions because, in its
eves, Mr. Wabelua was not just a
drug dealer.

He was A slave master.

British prosccutors have made
him a test case for a now

"/'

pretation of a 2015 law that was
written to prevent the trafficking
of Vietnamese women and chil-
dren. Mr Wabelua was the first
drug dealer to be convicted by a
jury under the law, the Modern
Slavery Act — not for smuggling

anyone into the country, but for
dispatching a 16-vear-old runner
ta sell drugs.

This is the latest hard-line tactic
inacountry where the two biggest
political parties have made being

Continued on Page A8
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Gladi Wabelua was convicted under Britains Modern Slavery Act and now faces many restrictions.

FATAL FIRE SPURS
UNREST IN CHINA
OVER “ZERO COVID

X1 FACES NEW PRESSURE

Shared Suffering Unites
Disparate Groups in
the Streets

This article is by Chris Buckley.
Vivian Wang, Chang Che and Amy
Chang Chien

The fire began with a faulty
power siTip in 8 bedroom on the
15th floor of an apartment build-
ing in China's far west. Firefight-
ers spent three hours putting it
oul — too slow to prevent at least
10 deaths — and what might have
remained an isolated accident
rurned into a rragedy and a politi-
cal headache for local leaders.

Many people suspected that a
Covid lockdown had hampered
rescue efforts or trapped victims
in their homes. Though officials
denied that had happened, angry
COmments ed social media
and residents ook to the streets in
the city where the fire erupted.

Mo the episode in Urumagi, the
capital of the Xinjiang region. has
unleashed the most defiant erup-
tion of public anger against the
ruling Communist Party in years.
In cities across China over the
weekend,  thousands  gathered
with candles and MloWers 1o MoLrn
the fire's victims. On campuses,
students staged vigils, many hold-
ing up pieces of blank white paper
in mute protest.

In Shanghai, some residents
called for the Communist Party
and its leader, Xi Jinping, w0 step
down, a rare and bold challenge.

The outpouring has created
new pressures on Mr Xi only a
month after be secured a third
rerm as party head, sealing his
status as Ching's most dominant
leader in decades. The broader
source of ire is his “zero Covid™
strategy, which seeks to eliminate
infections with lockdowns, quar-
antines and mass testing,

It has kept deaths from the oo-
ronavirus much lower than else-
where but has also brought many
Chinese cities to a near standstill,
disrupted life and travel for hun-
dreds of millions and forced many
small businesses to close.

Prolests are relatively rave in
China, Especially under M Xi,
the party has eliminated most
means for organizing people o
take on the government. Dissi-
dents have been imprisoned, so-
cial media is heavily censored,

Continued on Page A7

Retailers Try to Woo Shoppers
While They’re Willing to Spend

By SYDNEY EMBER and JORDYN HOLMAN

Amazon held what amounted to
an extra Prime Day in October,
blanketing its site with deals, Best
Buy rolled out Black Friday-level
sales last month, And on Friday,
Kohl's entered the first 200 people
towalk intoeach of its stores into a
aweepstakes, with prizes includ-
ing gift cards to Sephora and a
family trip to a Legoland resort,

With the arrival of the all-im-
portant holiday shopping season,
retailers are not just competing
with one another o AITAcCT
customers. They are also compet-
ing against the cloc!

For now, Americans are spend-
ing. buoyed by pandemic-era sav-
ings and a red-hot labor market
But at the same time, prices are
climbing at the fastest pace in dec-
ades and the Federal Reserve is
attempting to rein them in by rais-
ing interest rates. That effort w
curb demand by making borrow-
ing more expensive is, in turn,
making CONSumMers pessimistic
about the economy. And a reces-
shon is a distinct possibility.
Retailers, some of them sitting
on a glut of inventory, want to sell
Continued on Page AI2

Strong Election Showing Eases
Democrats’ Fears of Biden '24

By KATIE GLUECK

Expecting a cataclysmic
midterm election, many Dermi-
crats had been bracing for an
end-of-year reckoning with
whether President Biden, who
once declared
himself a “bridge”
T A TIeW ZEneT -
tion, should give
way tooa new 2024 standard-
bearer.

But the stronger-than-ex-
pected Democratic showing has
taken the pressure off.

And Donald J. Trump's deci-
sion to announce a run for presi-

POLITICAL
MEMO

dent again, and the Republican
backlash against him, have
abruptly guieted Democrats’
public expressions of anxiety
owver Mr. Biden's poor approval
ratings, while reminding them of
Mr. Biden's past success over Mr,
Trump.
MNow, as Mr. Biden mulls a
decision over whether to seek a
second term, interviews with
more than two dozen Democratic
elected officials and strategists
suggest that, whatewver misziv-
ings some Democrats may har-
Continued on Poge A1Z

Why Road Deaths Are Declining
Across Globe, but Not in the U.S.

By EMILY BADGER and ALICIA PARLAPIANO

About a thousand people gath-
ered on a bright morning on the
MNational Mall the Saturday before
Thanksgiving for what has be-
come an  American tradition:
mourning a roadway fatality. With
the Capitol in the background and
the tune of an ice cream truck
Toopi nearby, the crowd had as-
sembled to remember Sarah Deb-
hink Langenkamp, who was bik-
ing home from her sons” elemen-
tary school when she was crushed
hy a semi ruck.

Ms. L,almenkﬁmp was, improb-
ably, t foreign service offi-

cer at the State Department to die
while walking or biking in the
Washington area this year She
was killed in August in suburban
Bethesda, Md. Another died in
July while biking in Foggy Bot-
vom. The third, a retired foreign
service officer working on con-
tract, was walking near the agen-
ey's headguarters in August That
is more foreign service officers
killed by wvehicles at home than
have died overseas this year,
noted Dan Langenkamp, Ms, Lan-

Continued on Poge A13
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INTERNATIONAL A4-10
When David Needs a Brush

Michelangelo’s revered sculpture is not
going ta dust itself. That's where
Eleonora Pucci comes in. It's exhilarat-
ing. if nerve-racking, she said. PAGE A4

Poland’s ‘Poisoned’ Church

As Catholic authority is sapped in the
country by sex abuse scandals and a
perceived alliance with the right wing,
young people are leaving. PAGE AID

MATIONAL ATI-14
Missing Out on Pot Pardons

President Biden's pardons for thou-
sands of Americans convicted of simple
possession of marijuana don't apply to
state charges. or to many immigrants at
risk for deportation. PAGE All

610_u4877

AL That Writes Its Own Code
A programmer is suing Microsoft,
GitHub and OpenaAl over technology,
meant to help human coders, that he
says is @ntamount to piracy.  PAGE BL

SPORTS D1-8

Keeping Pace in a Playoff Race
In the AF.C., the Jets beat the Bears
after making a quarterback change,
while the Bengals and the Titans
clashed in a rivalry o watch, PAGE D6

Pulling Back From the Brink
Gavl and Spain could not hold on to &
lead and settled for a I-1 draw in their
World Cup game against Germany,
which was saved by a key play in more
ways than one. Om Soccer PAGE D31

<

ARTS C1-8

Barking Up the Right Tree
Wonder, thrills, delight and a few funny
dogs. The Big Apple Circus's mew show,
being staged beneath a tent in Lincoln
Center’s plaza, has them all. PAGE C1

A Witness to Tyranny

The writer Joseph Roth chronicled the
last years of the Hapsburg empire and
the rise of fascism in Europe, A new
bingraphy examines Roth's flaws and

his resonant legacy. PAGE C1
OPINION A16-17
Maftali Bennett PAGE AlS
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Stakes
getting
higher
in UC
strike

Academic workers”
demands may have
long-lasting effects on
teaching and research
excellence, some fear.
By TERESA WATANABE

As the nation's largest
ever strike of higher-educa-
tion academic workers en-
ters its third week Monday,
with the crunch time of final
exams just days away, fears
are rising owver potentially
long-lasting and unintended
consequences Lo the lauded
University of California sys-
term’s core missions of teach-
ing and research.

Faculty in particular are
worried that meeting the
salary demands of the 48, 000
striking workers, without
more state or federal fund-
ing to pay for it. could foree
cutbacks in hiring graduate
students — jeopardizing the
research they conduct and
the academic experiences of
the undergraduates they
help teach. UC grant appli-
ecations could become less
competitive if they hawve
higher price tags, potentially
affecting the university's
transformative work in eli-
mate change, genetic engi-
neering, economic inequal-
ity and galactic mysteries, to
name a few areas.

The all-important rela-
tionship between faculty
mentors and graduate stu-
dents is being tested, with
bitterness festering among
some factions. The collec-
tive labor action, by four
United Auto Workers bar-
paining units across all 1000C
campuses and the Lawrence
Berkeley National Labora-
tory, is also surfacing long-
standing complaints about
inadeqguate state funding for

[See UC striloe, AB]
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MOURNERS visit a memorial cutside Club Q. a gay nightelub in conservative Colorado Springs, Colo., where a
gunman openad fire Now. 19, killing five people. The news was devastating to LGBTGQ folks in rural California.

“T'here’s no safe place anywhere’

After Colorado shooting, LGBTQ people in red California are on

By HaAILEY
BransoN-FPoTrTs

After five people were
shot dead in a gay nightclub
in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
Matthew Grigsby thought
about Club 501

It was the only gay bar in
Redding, a Northern Cali-
fornia city of 83,000 that, like
Colorado Springs, is deeply
religious and conservative,

‘There, Grigsby felt com-
fortable holding hands or
dancing with another man.

Club 501 closed this sum-
mer, leaving Grigsby and
other LGBTQ people with-
out a place where they could
be themselves. The news
from Club @ in Colorado
Springs was another gut
puneh,

“There’s no safe place
anywhere,” Girigsby, 53, said,
his voice shaking. “Tt doesn't
matterwhere we are orwhat

[See LGBTQ, AT]

edge

HAILEY BRANSBON-POTTE Los Angcics Times

THERE ARE foew, if any, gay bars or other LGBTQ-friendly hangouts in this
state's more rural counties. Above, Pride flags fly in downtown MNevada City, Calif.

Anti-lockdown protesters call for Xi to resign

HEVIN FRAYER Getiy Images

A PROTESTER shouts slogans at a demonstration against China’s strict “zoro

COVID" measures in Beijing as citizens took to the streets across the country.

end to one-party rule, but
hours later people rallied
again in the same spot. Po-
lice again broke up the dem-
onstration. and a reporter
saw protesters under arrest
being driven away in a bus,

The protests — which be-
gan Friday and have spread
to  cities including the
capital, Beijing. and dozens
of university campuses —
are the most widespread
show of opposition to the
ruling party indecades.

Inavideo of the protest in
Shanghai verified by the fAs-
sociated Press, chants
against Xi and the Chinese
Communist Party sounded
loud and clear: “Xi Jinping!
Step down! OCCP! Step
dorsmn!™

An apartment fire that
killed 10 triggers mass
outrage over China’s
‘zero COVID' policy.

By DAaEeE Kanc
AND HUurzHoNG Wo

SHAMGHAT — Pro-
testers angered by strict an-
tivirus measures called for
China's powerful leader to
resign. anunprecedented re-
buke as authorities in at
least eight cities struggled to
suppress demonstrations
Sunday that represent a
rare direct challenge to the
ruling Communist Party.

Police using pepper
spray drove away demon-
strators in Shanghal who
called for President Xi Jin-
ping to step down and an

Xi, China's most powerful
leader in decades, awarded
himself a third five-year

[See China, AS5]

latimes.com

DAILY
CHAOS
IN L.ACS
YOUTH
LOCKUPS

Staffing crisis at both
juvenile halls leads to
fights, lockdowns and
workers walking off.

By JAMES QUEALLY

The desperation pervad-
ing Los Angeles County's ju-
wenile halls can be dlsl.l.lled
into a single incident and its
aftermath.

A veteran probation offi-
cer — oo afrald of retalia-
tion to reveal their name or
gender — was sSo over-
whelmed by the staffing cri-
sis in the facilities that house
the county’'s most violent
woung offenders that they
begged to be demoted so
they wouldn't have to o
back inside.

The officer had been left
alone as a flight broke out
among more than a dozen
youths, When they radioed
for help, nonecame. The offi-
wer had to use chemical
spray to stop the brawl —a
controversial tactic the de-
partment was supposed to
phase out after officers were
accused of excessive force
VEeArs ago.

The man who painted the
devastating scene was Ad-
olfo Gonzales, chief of the
L.A. County Probation De-
partment, according to
documents reviewed by The
Times and a person whowas
present for the conversa-
tion. His audience: a Sep-
tember meeting of the de-
partment’s top directors.

It was just one example of
what many describe as the
daily disarray inside L.A.
County’s juvenile halls, Doz-
ens of officers are either on
long-term leave or refusing
to come to work, creating a
staffing crisis that has led to
increased wviolence in the
halls and fostered an atmos-
phere many say ls unsafe for
the wyouths the county is
tasked with caring for,

Of the roughly 1,200 jobs
available in L.A., County’s
two juvenile halls, 40% are
filled by “able-bodied” pro-
bation officers, people who
can physically interact with
kids, according to the de-
partment. Roughly 2Z7% of
Juvenile hall employees, or
32 offlicers, are out on leave
oron "light duty.™

Between 30 and 50 offi-
cers are calling out per shift.,
according to a letter Gonza-
les wrote to the LA, County
Board of Supervisors in Sep-
tember. The situation is so
desperate that the depart-
ment in October began offer-
ing Increased base and over-
time pay for any officer who
simply shows up for work.

The Times spoke Lo
nearly two dozen people
with direct involvernent in
L.A. County™s juvenile halls
— including probation offi-
cers, teens in custody, de-
fense attorneys, medical
staff and parents of incarcer-

[See Juvenile halls, A12]

ANALYSIS

Israel’s new government poses
a U.S. foreign policy headache

By TRACY WILKINSON

WASHINGTON — The
Biden administration is
grappling with how to deal
with a new Israeli govern-
ment that will be the most
right-wing in that country’s
history and may stand in the
way of core U.S. goals for the
Middle East.

The new government will
be led by Benjamin Netan-
yahu, Israel’s longest-serv-
ing prime minister, who was

ousted from the job just a
year age and is on trial for
corruption. Toregain the po-
sition, Metanyahu formed an
alliance with controversial
political figures known for
their extreme anti-Arab
wviews, probably dooming
any peace deal with Pal-
estinians.

Dealing with the Netan-
yahu-led government w
pose major challenges for
the Biden administration,
which desires a resolution to
the Israeli-Palestinian con-

flict and broader acceptance
of Israel in the Arab world,
Republicans in the U.S.
who are eager to cast them-
selves as true friends of Isra-
el are sure to gquestion any
Biden administration cri
cism of the new government.
Netanyahu and the GGOB
have grown closer over the
last decade, undermining a
long period of bipartisan
support for Israel.
In 2015, Netanyahu,
whom congressional Repub-
[See Israel, AG]
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CHARGERS EKE OUT WIN
Austin Ekeler scores a touchdown in the fourth
quarter against Arizona. The ensuing two-point
conversion handed L.A. a 25-24 victory. SPORTS, D1

Election a win for
teachers union

In a loss for chartors,
Roeio Rivas declares
victory in L.A. Unified
school board race.
CALIFORNILA, B1

Black Hollywood
still feels the slap
A= Will Smith and Chris
Rock come back into
focus, industry figures
discuss a complicated
situation. CALENDAR, E1
Weather

Clouds clearing.
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How to avoid falling victim to an online scam this holiday scason. A9
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Pressure
for closer
eye on aid
to Ukraine

Legislation requiring
more weapons tracking
has bhipartisan support

BY KarRoum DEMIEILAN

Embaoldensd by their success
in the midrerm elections, House
Republicans, who will hold a
slim majority in the next Con-
gress, have warned the Biden
administration to expect far
tougher oversight of the exten-
sive military assistance it has
provided Ukraine.

The administration, anticipat-
ing such demands as the commit-
ment of military aid under Presi-
dent  Biden  fast  approaches
#20 billion, has worked in recent
weeks to publicize its efforts to
track weapons shipments. The
State Department and the Penta-
gon have outlined plans, incled-
ing more inspections and train-
ing for the Ukrainians, meant to
prevent 5. arms from falling
imto the wrong hands — initia-
tives that have failed thus far to
quell Republican skeptics calling
for awdits and other accountabil-
ity measures.

Most in Washington are in
agreement  that, generally, the
push for more oversight is 2 good
thing. But experts caution there
are eredible limitations to ensur-
ing an airtight account of all
weapons given to Ukraine that
are likely to leave Biden's harsh-
est critics unsatisfied.

“There are shortcomings of
end-use monitoring in the best of

SEE UKRAINE 0N ALl

Remole job:
in demand.
but positions

are dwindling

BY ABHA BHATTARAL

Lori Black has been firing off
dozens of applications with one
gnal: To land a work-from-home
job.

But four months in, her search
is starting to feel impossible.
Positions are in short supgly, and
rejections have heen plentiful

“It= been very trying. 1 keep
putting  the résomde ot and,
sometimes, [ just feel so discour-
aged,” sald Black, 56, who lives
mear York, Pa. "Tow that compa-
nies are saying, “You need to
return to work, the job market for
work-from-home  positions  has
gotten very competitive "

Nearly three years into a pan-
demic that reshaped workplace
norms and put the balance of
power squarely in the hands of
employees, the tides are shifting
again. The job market — although
still hot — is slowing, and many
Americans who had been work-
ing from home are being called
back to the office.

That has led to a tug of war
between what employees want
and what employers are willing

SEE REMOTE WORK 0N Ale
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FRESNO, CALIF. — Wes Har-
mon’s ringtone sounds like a
steam whistle, and it goes off in
the cab of his Ford Saper Duty at
such regularity and volume it
practically shudders the rooster
in a hula skirt affixed to his dash.

Broaoaomah!

“What's up, Matt?" Harmon
answers on a typleally busy Mon-
day morning.

“You want to drill a well in
Ivanhoe?” his old colleague asks.

Harmeon does not want to dn]l
a well in Ivanhoe, whic

already tallied a record 1,351 dry wells this year — the

Democracy Dies in Darkness

a "rock pile” Because his two rigs
are already tied up in more
forgiving ground elsewhere in
California®s Central Valley, mun-
ning 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. A whiteboard in his office
is crammeed with future jobs, and
people won't stop calling — a
wveteran with a bad heart whose
favcet ran dry; a widew inoa
panic who can't hold back vears.

Wells are running dry in Cali-
fornia at a record pace. Amid a
hotter, drier climate and the
third consecutive year of severe
drought, the state has already
tallied a record 1,351 dry wells

this year — nearly 40 percent
ower last year's rate and the most
since the state created its volun-
tary reporting system in 2014,
The bulk of these outages slice
through the center of the state, in
the parched lowlands of the San
Joaquin Valley, where residents
compete with deep agricaltural
wells for the rapidly dwindling
supply of groundwater.

Amid rows of almond and
orange trees, entire communities
are relying on deliveries of bot-
tled water to survive. More than
2,400 homes in the region keep
their taps running with emer-

MONDAY,

WATT MCCLAR THE WASHINGTON FOST

Bean Boatman and James Weber, employees of Big River Drilling, work on a new water well in Fresno, Calif., on Aug. 29, The state has
maost since the creation of its voluntary reporting system in 2014,

wells dry up. Californians rely on bottled water

Hotter climate and severe drought have left thousands in Central Valley dependent on deliveries

geney  plastic water tanks in-
stalled in their yards by the
nonprofit group Self-| Help Enter-
prises. It sends aroumnd a fleet of
trucks to fill the tanks, which
hold 2,500 to 3,000 gallons, at
least every two weeks, More than
half of the tanks are new this
year,

Tami McVay, Self-Help's direc-
tor of emergency services, ex-
pected this year's spike in dry
wells. But the sheer scope of the
shortages this summer has been
unsettling for her.

She has watched as groundwa-

SEE WELLS 0N A6

Chinese
protest
covid
policies

CROWD CALLS FOR
XI'S RESIGNATION

Rare demonstrations
target strict lockdowns.

Bv Lty Koo

Protests erupted in cities and
on eampuses across China this
weekem] as frustrated and out-
raged citizens took tothe streets in
a stunning wave of demonstra-
tions against the government’s
“zerocovid™ policy and the leaders
enforcing it

Residents in Shanghai, Cllim\;
muost popubons city, came
Saturday ndght and early ‘iunday.
calling for the end of pandemic
lockdowns and chanting, “We
want freedom!” and “Unlock Xin-
jimng, unlockall of China!™ accord-
ing to witnesses at the event. In
‘even mare extraordinary scenes of
public anger aimved at the govern-
ment’s top leader, a group of pro-
testers there chanted, “Xi Jinping,
step down! ™ and “Cemmuanist Par-
ty, step down!”

“There were people every-
where said Chen, a 29-year-old
Shanghai resident who arrived at
the vigil about 2 a.m. Sunday. “At
first people were yelling to lift the
lockdown in Minjiang, and then it
became Ki Jinping, step down,
Communist Party step down!™” he
said, giving only his surname be-
cause of security concerns

The immediate trigger for the
demonstrations, which were also
seen at unbversities in Beljing,
Xin and MNanjing on Saturday,

SEE CHINA ON Ald
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Maoroces's Yahya Tabrane, top, and Abdelhamid Sabiri had plenty to celebrate during their

EY NICK ANDERSON

BEERKELEY, CALIF. — The Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley has
labored to enroll more Black and
Latino students in the guarter
century since the state barred the
consideration of race or ethnicity
in its admiszions.

Still, those groups remaln un-
derrepresented at the renowned
public university here on the
eastern shore of the San Francis-
oo Bay, The gap is huge for Latine
students. They account for 55
percent of Californias  public
school students, state data show,
but 19 percent of UC-Berkeley
undergraduates.

UC-Berkeley is undeniably di-
verse. Just 20 percent of its un-
dergraduates are White. But is it
diverse enough?

The university’s demograph-
jcs, and its arduous efforts to
shape them, illuminate the stakes
as the Supreme Court weighs a
potential ban nationwide on af-
firmative action in admissions.

Red dirt and ro
reflects on driv
constantly surpri

@ Outhack Way. A

THE NATION

A report by Marioopa
aid Election
aes with printers
dicl not violate the state
constitution or other
voting guidelines and
blamed Republicans for
stoking doubts about a
secure altemative avail-
able to voters, A5
Dremocrats are renew-
ing theircalls for a ban
om assanlt weapons after
the latest spate of high-
predile mass killings. As

THE WORLD
Camilla, Queen Con-
sort b ngl“h.lrks I,

Jomg Un made asecond

appenrance with

the Morth Korean leader
days after her first, sug-

gesting an expansion of
her role. a1z

THE ECONOMY

The Help Desk offers
advice on climate-con-
scious shopping. A1%
THE REGIOM
Virginia Gow. Glenn
Youngkin (R} said he
plans to cautiously pur-
sue tax cuts nest year
even amid signs of an
eoommie showdow, Bl

2-0 upset of Belgium on Sunday at the World Cup. Costa Rica posted a surprising win over
Japan, and Germany remained alive with a draw against Spain. More coverage in Sports, DN

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

First lady Jill Biden
unveils the White House
Christmas decorations.
The Supreme Court
hears oral argurments in
Percoco o, Linited Stales
and Cimvinelli v Dndted
States.

The Senate meets to
vote on the motion toin-
voke cloture on the Bald-
wimn substitute amend-
ment to the Respect for
Marriage Act.

TUESDAY

President Biden deoliv
ers remarks in Michigan
regarding 1.5 manofac-
turing jobs.

The Supreme Court
hears oral anguments in

Voters

of applicants

Ernited Stafes v, Terms,

WEDNESDAY

Biden hosts the White
House Trilsal Nations
Sumrmit.

The T00th lighting of
the National Christmas
Tree is held.

The Supreme Court
hears oral argnments in
Wilkires v. Llreited Steetes.

THURS DAY

Biden holds meetings
with French President
Ermmanuel Macron.
Jaol claims for e
week ended Sunday are
expected at 000,
diown from 240,000 the
week before,

FRIDAY

The Court
meets for a conference.

in California  banned
schoals from considering the race
in 19086,

INSIDE
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LUC-Berkeley a model for
race-neulral admissi

WAALE WA SLIDES FIOR THE WASHINGTON POST
“Tam here, but I wonder if Tam

seen,” says Jennifer Silva, a
student of Mexican descent.

Berkeley represents a massive,
Ongeing experiment in  race-
neutral admissions at a highly
competitive university.

Some celebrate UC-Berkeley as
an exemplar of racial diversity.
Dthers say it shows the enor-
mous, perhaps insurmountable,
challenges ahead for selective

SEE BERKELEY ON AS
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Do not disturb

For many, an out-oftha-
blue telephone call elicits
dread, not joy, in the age
of texting and DMs. C1

Top 40 theater

In Broasdway's “& Juliet,”
Shakespeare's tragic
love story s remixed with
a bevy of pop hits, chiafiy
by superproducer hax
Martin, C1

COEN] €& 302
ey ooy L4, M ST

Sy

b



Trying to cut back? Look
at your holiday spending

. Easy ways to save include avoiding frivolous I
buys and trimming your gift lists. In Money
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Experts
feared
attack
was likely

Anti-LGBTQ bias has
been building, they say

Will Carless
USA TODAY

"The people paying attention to ex-
tremism in America knew an attack
like the one at Club ) was coming.

Experts who monitor the far right
hawve watched for months as public ag-
gression toward the LGBTQ commumni-
ty, in general, and the transgender
population, in particular, has ramped

up.

Drag shows across the country have
for months, been targeted by far-right
extremists including Proud Boys and
white supremacists. Protests and vio-
lence at LGBTQ events have surged for
at least the last two years.

—

Fox Mews host Tucker Carlson has
dewvoted hours to denigrating drag
shows and transgender people.
CHIP SOMODEVILLASGETTY IMAGES

At those street protests, extremists
have been joined by everyday Ameri-
can conservatives — fueled, experts
say, by right-wing media. The target of
their outrage: previously obscure
events ranging from drag shows to
children’s book readings. One industry
analysis concludes conservative
media has become “obsessed” with
drag shows in particular.

Pundits like Tucker Carlson have
devoted hours to conflating, and then
denigrating, drag shows and transgen-
der people. Articles on Fox News la-
ment the “subversive sexualization” of
children via drag shows and claim that
their goal is to create a “sexual connec-
tion between adult and child.™

Meanwhile, Republican politicians
like Texas Gowv. Greg Abbott and Flori-
da Gov. Ron DeSantis have put opposi-
tion to transgender rights at the center
of their political agendas, moving to
have state agents investigate parents
who seek care for transgender children
or ban doctors from providing that
care. And lawmakers in several states
have prepared bills to essentially out-
law drag shows and further marginal-
ize the LGBTQ community.

It's the same pattern extremism re-
searchers have seen again and again:
The far right uniting against a margin-
alized community until, inevitably,
that community gets attacked — usu-
ally by a man with guns.

When former President Donald
Trump railed against immigrant com-
munities, hate crimes against non-
white people spiked and men shot up a
Walmart in El Paso, Texas, and a syna-
gogue thought to be helping immi-

See SHOOTING, Page 3A
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Deck the halls with Bacon,
Guardians of the Galaxy

“Footloose™ star's a gift, literally and figuratively,
in fun and sentimental holiday special. In Life

Joe Burrow

and Bengals
eke out win

vs. Titans

With odds against them,
Cincinnati quarterback
keeps offense afloat
against one of the best
defenses in the MFL.

In Sports

AMNDREW MELLES/
UsAa TODAY NETWORK

E2

BROKEN ADOPTIONS USA TODAY INVESTIGATION

Stacey and Mark Green, with dog Seabiscuit, had no idea when they engaged with International Adoption Center
that it was in perilous financial straits. The agency eventually closed. PHOTOS BY MYKAL MCELDOWHNEY/USA TODAY NETWORK

‘They were cheats,
and we were conned’

The Greens created an adoption
profile book for potential birth
mothers to get to know them.

ABOUT THE STORY PART 1 OF 3

An adoption center based in
California knew its financial
foundation was erumbling, but it
kept taking money from clients up
to the very week it abruptly closed
its doors. USA TODAY investigates
what went wrong.

» Today: Clients raise concerns
about agency’s financial stability.

e Tuesday: Agency's financial woes
worsen as state inguiry continues.

= Wednesday: Families and state
officials try to navigate aftermath.

Adoption agency’s abrupt closure
devastates thousands of families

Marisa Kwiatkowski
USA TODAY

For as long as she could remember,
Stacey Green had dreamed of becom-
ing a mother.

Green, of Indiana, could envision it.
Cozy nights making s'mores over the
fire pit. Cuddling up with a book. Vis-
iting the zoo, where she worked, to pet
a dolphin or be kissed by a walrus

But after more than three years of
trying, Green and her husband, Mark,
were no closer to building the family
they craved. It hadn't happened natu-
rally. Neither artificial insemination
nor in vitro fertilization had worked.

The procedures were so expensive
that the couple, both in their late 30s,
feared pouring more money into a
process with no guarantee. They
turned to adoption. They knew it
wouldn't happen overnight, but they
were promised it would happen.

The Greens’ research led them to
the Independent Adoption Center, a

California-based agency operating in
eight states, with its Indiana office
just 1l minutes from their house. It had
been around for more than 30 years.
And after meeting with other agen-
cies, Mark Green liked that IAC offi-
cials talked about family first and
money second.

The couple signed up Jan. 13, 2016.

What the Greens didnt know is
that the center’s financial foundation
was crumbling. Scon, its problems
would outstrip its ability to remain
open, devastating thousands of peo-
ple across the country. USA TODAY
heard from more than 150 people af-
fected by the closure.

“They were cheats, and we were
conned,” said Elizabeth Adamik, a
California woman whose journey to
adopt ended for good when the adop-
tion agency closed. "I signed on the
dotted line. I never got the baby I was
hoping for.”

See ADOPTIONS, Page 6A

Black Friday online spending record set: $9.12B

48%

of online sales
were made over
smartphones, up
from 44% last year.

2.5%

increase of online sales
expected this holiday
season (from Now. 1

to Dec. 31), a jump
less than last year's
8.6% increase.

5.1%

increase of online sales
forecasted for Cyber
Monday, expecting

a total of $11.2 billion.

Mike Snider usa TooDar

Online shoppers didn't let concerns about higher
prices or a recession keep them from a record-setting
BElack Friday.

Consumers spent a record $2.12 billion while online
shopping Friday, according to Adobe Analytics, which |
tracks more than 85% of the top 100 U.S. online retail -
ers. That's an increase of 2.3% over a year ago and sur-
passes the previous online Black Friday sales high
mark of $9.03 billion in 2020.

MNearly half (48%) of online sales were made over
smartphones, according to the company’s 2022 Holi-
day Shopping Trends & Insights Report.

Inflation will still likely have an effect this holiday
season because it leads not only to higher prices but
also more frugal spending.

The National Retail Federation expects holiday
sales to be up 6%-8% this yvear, compared to 13.5% a
yvear ago, totaling between $942.6 billion and $960.4
billion. Those estimates aren’t adjusted for inflation,
so spending could even be down, the group said.

Contributing: The Associated Press

GETTY
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depories

Finalistaalos17
Poroto Cambiasoira
por el titulo en Palermo

Ely su padre ganaron con La Dolfing v definirdin
el Abierto ante La Natividad. Pégina 11

—sociedad

Losexpertos creen que podria estar
detras del crecimiento de las afecciones
respiratorins durante la cuarenienas, se
redujo el contacto con otros virus. Paginazo

LAS POSIBLES LESLUTHIERS VOLVIO A
CONSECUENCIAS DELA ESCENA EN COMPARNIA
“DEUDA INMUNOLOGICA” | DESUALMA MATER

—especticulos

Miis rropiczos de Mastropiero es el titulo del
especticulo que estrenaron en Rosario,

el primeroen 15 afos;enenero llegaria
Buenos Aires, en el Gran Hex. Pagina3
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El kirchnerismo impulsa un
proyecto para poder apartar

jueces por razones de género

senADO. También incluye como causa de recusacion los llamados “discursos del odio”

El kirchnerismo avanzarsi esta se-
mianaen el Senadocon un proyecto
de ley que busca establecer la pre-
sunta faltade perspectiva de género
y €l uso de supuestos “discursos de
odio” comocausal de recusacidnde
los jueces.

La iniciativa fue presentada por

Anabel Ferndndez Sagasti, una de
las senadoras mds cercanas a Cris-
tina Kirchner. y fue incluida de ma-
nerasorpresiva parasudebateen la
Comision de Justicia,

Laoposicion temeque la iniciati-
va,enrealidad, seauna herramien-
ta de presidn contra los magisira-

dos. en momentos en que Cristina
Kirchner se enfrenta al veredicto
por la causa Vialidad y mientras la
Justicia analiza sireabrelos juicios
porel pacto con lriny el alquiler de
hoteles de lafamilia de lavicepresi-
denta a empresarios de la obra pi-
blica, Pagina s

Vialidad: Cristina
prepara sus
ultimas palabras

Pagina 9

lned1t0 desaflo a Xl en las calles de Chlna

el mundo —PFEKIN (AP).- Al gritode “jqueremos libertad!”, decenasde milesdechinossalieron a las calles ayerenvarias ciudades del pais para protestar
conira las restricciones de la politica “Covid cero” de Pekin, en el mayor desafio al régimen chino en décadas. La inusual ola de desobediencia civil. y los
reclamos de renuncla al todopoderoso Xi Jinping, que llegaron incluso a Pekin {foue), estallaron tras un incendioen la regidn de Xinjiang, Pagina2

KEVIN FRAYER'GETTY IMAGES

antanzo Q)

Alemania rescaté un empate con
Espana, pero sigue contra las cuerdas

DOHA (De nuestros enviados espe-
ciales)~ Cuatro veces campedn del
munda, perocon losantecedentesno
alcanza. Alemania ticmbla, aungue
al menos rescatd un empate 1-] con
Espaiia para mantener la esperanza
declasiticarsealos octavos delinaldel

Mundial. En latltima fecha del grupo
E.eljueves, tendrd quesuperara Costa
Ricayesperarel resultadoentre Espa-
fay Japdn. Despuésde 84 afios, desde
e Mundial 38, Alemania no pudo ga-
naren sus dos primeros duelos de la
etapa de grupos, Deportes Mundial

® Viaje porlosextremosde un
plantel que lloray se desahoga
Juan Manuel Trenado. Daportes, pagina 2

@ Elruegode Scalonizel fiithol
nodebeserredentor
Cristian Grosso. Pagina 28
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T7.00 HS
Camerin ' | # Serbia

10,00 HS
R.Corea @ | @ Ghana
13,00 HS
Brasil & | €2 suiza
16.00 HS
Fortugal @ @Urugu:w

Arrancael
nuevo d(i]a!‘
sojay podria
hacer subir
los paralelos

MERCADO. Creen que
seria electo de la mayor
demanda; criticas de
productores

Lanuevaversidnde délar soja jcon
una cotizacion de $230), que em-
pieza a regir hoy, podria sostener
la suba reciente en las cotizacho-
nes de bos ddlares financieros por
elimpactodelaemisionmonetaria
asociadayla mayor demandadedi-
visasde ks productores, seglin eco-
nomistas, Al mismo tempo, nueve
entidades rurales criticaron la me-
dida, que calificaron como “una
trampa” con beneficios para “al-
gunos privilegiados”, Pigina 15

Precios Justos: se suman las
petroleras yla nafta sube 4%
NMariauliets Rumi Pigina 16

EL ESCENARIO
La oposicion
usa el Mundial
para hacer
pretemporada

Claudio Jacquelin

LA NACION

Ifinal. parala politca em-

pezd el Mundial. Llegd

cuatro dias después del
fallido debut del seleccionada,
Pero ahora la dirigencia respira
vy se dispone a aprovechar gque
las expectativasesién puestasen
los dirlgldos por Lionel Scaloni,
con mas probabilidades de pro-
rrogarse que las que habia has-
ta anteayer. Para estar alentos,
Contimiaenla pigina 12

EL PULSO DEL CONSUMO

Se encienden
luces amarillas
en el tablero

Guillermo Oliveto

PARA L& MACHON

Paginalé
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ilustrada C1

Uma Flip
de novas
alternativas

Feira radicaliza na
diversificagao de
editoras e de
convidados

+ Tratam mulher como
cadela no aborto, diz
Nobel de Literatura
na Casa Folha ca

copa 20223

A Alemanha, que pela se-
gunda Copa seguida che-
ga altima rodada de gru-
pos com risco de elimina-
CA0, empatou POoria1com

a Espanha ontem, e briga
pela classificagio. p.2

Nova geracio tem
12 desafio hoje
contra Suicapacs

Jogos de ontem

@ JAP % CRC
. o 1
BEL x MAR
0 2
CRO % CAN
a1
@ ESP x ALE
F 1 1
1 Jogos de hoje
& CAM x SER
Th*, GLoBore

)

-

COR x GAN
10h*, GLOBO™
BRA x 5UI
13h7, coso™

POR x URU
16h", GLOBO™

HO0® ®

*wioviris g6 Brasla **claba, SporTv.

Ok

Nelson de Sd

Carregando nos
palavrdes, Casimiro
€ arma de big techs
contra a Globo

P.5

‘Maioria dos brasileiros,
como eu, te ama’, diz
Ronaldo a Neymar ;. 3

Gil é hostilizado por
bolsonarista no Qatar e
recebe solidariedade ca

folhainvest
previdéncia privada
e investimentos

O que fazer
aos 50 anos

Solugio para quem néo
planejou aposentadoria
passa por mapear estilo
de vida e definir o quanto
€ preciso para conseguir fi-
nangas sauddveis. pa

Previdéncia para a
aposentadoria, para
viajar? Quando
compensar? ps
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ENTREVISTA DA 22
Desiree Coleman-Fry
Inclusio racial
precisa ter base
em métricas
Vice-presidente de diver
sidade e inclusio do Fed
(Federal Reserve Bank) em
St. Louis (EUA), Coleman-
Fry afirma que a diversida-
de néo deve estar apenas
nos cargos iniciantes. Ges-
woes podem, por exemplo,
criar nova posicio de co-
mando e dividir tarefasna
liderancga para abrir espa-
CO para coniratar. Ai2

SEGUNDA-FEIRA, 28 DE NOVEMEBRO DE 2022

R$ 6,00

Mais pobres se endividam
para comer e pagar contas

Pesquisa indica que brasileiro busca empréstimo para manter rotina da casa

Comprar comida e pagaras
contas essenciais estio en-
tre as principais razbes que
levaram parcela significati-
va dos mais pobres a tomar
empréstimos, indica pesqui-
sa do instituto Plano CDE,
feita em todo o Brasil.

Mas classes C, D e E, cerca
de 50% dos que dizem gue ja
omaram emprésrimao o to-
mariam um fariam isso pela
necessidade de complemen-
tararenda para manter o dia
adia. Entre os mais ricos, es-
sa parcela cai para 30%.

“Salta aos olhos a neces-
sidade de empréstimos pa-
ra comprar comida, indi-
cando a situacio grave que
uma série de familias enfren-
ta atualmente no pais”, afir-
ma Mauricio Prado, diretor
do Plano CDE.

Do total dos brasileiros,
42% declararam ter divida
em atraso. Familiares e ami-
gos sio a principal fonte pa-
ra a busca dos recursos en-
tre 05 mais pobres, seguidas
pelos bancos digitais e pe-
los radicionais. Mercado p.6

PROJETO FOTOGRAFICO EXPOE A DIVERSIDADE DE PASTORES NO BRASIL

Nilton Pereira prega para traficantes em favela do Rio de Janeiro; ele vendia drogas, mas se tornou missiondrio evangélico na cadeia cotidianc B4

Crescem manifestacdes contra
politica de Covid zero na China

Protestos contra a restritiva politica de combare 4 Covid,
imposta pelo regime de Xi Jinping, se multiplicaram, na
maior onda de atos antigoverno na China continental
desde que o lider chegou ao poder. Mundo a10

Seguranca de Lula prevé posse
com falta de recursos para PF

Os responsiveis pela seguranga de Luiz InAcio Lula da Sil-
va (PT) planejam a posse sem a participagao de Jair Bol-
sonaro (PL) e com falta de recursos para o aparato exigi-
do, como didrias de agentes da Policia Federal. politica a4

Algumas viagens

sdao inesqueciveis.
Algumas companhias
aéreas também.

GOL. Top of Mind 2022.

A companhia aérea mais lembrada

pelos consumidores.

AR

tam CheibubFolhapress

Tarifa zero nos
Onibus avanca e é
debatida por Lula

Aideia de tirara cobranga
do transporte publico ga-
nhou impulso neste ano
no pais. Além de o prefei-
o de Sdo Paulo, Ricardo
Nunes (MDB), anunciar
que analisa a ideia, a0 me-
nos 1 cidades passaram a
adotd-la, A proposta € de-
batida pela equipe de tran-
sicdo de Lula. cotidiano B1

EDITORIAIS A2

Contando familias
Acerca de apuracio de dis-
torgoes no Auxilio Brasil.
Idas e vindas culturais

Sobre recriacdio de pasta
e revisao da Lei Rouanet.

ATMOSFERA

Sao Paulo hoje
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Diputada afirma que salvataje a operadores judiciales es pago por impunidad

Juicio politico fracaso para
depurar cuestionada Justicia

Cuatro intentos para remover a la fiscala general, Sandra Quifiénez, y otro al ministro de
la Corte Antonio Fretes no prosperaron debido a que politicos privilegiaron sus intereses.

PAGINA 4

Debate en Mina en casa por Latele
Postulantes advierten la
“alta injerencia politica”
en la eleccion del FGE

PAGINA 2

Puntaje histérico en la UNE !_

Alumno superé las 2.
adversidades para
tener 5 perfecto

Nuwr.- emnnmlsta
der sa gradud trabajar l iz |
PAGIN& 18

Afectado radico denuncia ante Fiscalia
Victima que perdid casa
por fraude vinculado al e '
c'a" l-'retes pide justicia “";Expo gscllr_g. Los artesanos ya offecen variados trabajos

S que representanelnacimiento del Nifio Jests. PAGINA 17 :'._':.':_. .
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« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n"est point d"éloge flatteur » Beaumarchais
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UNE EXPOSITION A LYON DEVOILE
LES CEUVRES LIBERTINES
DU MAITRE DU XVIE pace 24

La guerre en Ukraine attise
les tensions en Russie

Les régions les plus pauvres, ol vivent les minorités ethniques surreprésentées parmi
les soldats mobilisés, paient le plus lourd tribut au conflit relativement a leur population.

DE LA 50E EDITION

NOTRE CAHIER SPECIAL

E Surdite
l'implant
cochléaire,
une revolution

w0 perfectible

ISRAEL Dans les petites villes et les  milles percodvent un sens au  pauvietd ou avalent &té mo ration spéciale» ou n'osent cOmme de la chair & CANOH.
. campagnes de Sibérie orien sacrifice de ces dénommeés  bilisés de force. Bien que de  pas évogquer publiquement Une colére qui reste discrete,

Un extrémiste tale, les enterrements de «héros».. Ces derniers nombreux habitants de ces leur désarroi, de plus en plus  mais qui, alors que les Russes

obtient un poste clef soldats morts sur le front  s'étaient  d’ailleurs, pour localités isolées, oi la propa-  de proches de militaires  redoutent une nouvelle va-

PAGE 7 ukrainien se succédent, bien  beaucoup, engagés dans  gande est omniprésente, se  stindignent que les minorités  gue de mobilisation, pourrait

souvent sans que leurs fa I'armée pour échapper a4 la  disent partisans de 1's=opé ethniques soient employées  grandir encore cet hiver.
DRDITE < EN SIBERIE ORIENTALE, LES PROFONDS STIGMATES DE LA MOBILISATION - CES COURANTS « DECOLOMIALUX » QUI VEULENT S'AFFRANCHIR DE MOSCOU
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a J-7, les candidats
veulent
se démarquer races

JUSTICE

De la lutte contre
Daech au projet
terroriste paces

TRANSPORT
Macron veut

des RER dans dix
grandes villes #x

/) » Aux Beaux

- FRANCOISE THOM : « COMME TOUJOURS EN RUSSIE, CELA FINIRA PAR UNE NOUVELLE AUTOCRATIE » PACES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

75 .
Qualifiés pour les 8¢s de ﬁnam, des Bleus

séduisantsis’offrent le droit de réver

Prix

des billets,
fréquence

des trains...
Le PDG

de la SNCF
s'explique

. La hausse moyenne du prix
~4 : es billets de train sera de 5%,
Mets, a des billets de trai de 5°
. MEISHJ.[E, quand les coits ont bondi de
| les détenus 13%, assure Jean-Pierre Fa-
| = 2 randou dans un entretien au
passe'nt atable S Figaro. Le dirigeant de 'entre-
oLl - Pourquoi 2 prise publique se réjonit du re-
£y I'mdedeModi |3 bond de la fréquentation, qui
/ dépas 1; sriod
=, veut-elle F : Tavant-Govid. I évogue les
o= o
ﬁ refonder L= — 5 R— - — - . défis financiers et stratégiques
T, lordre Portés par un doublé de Kylian Mbappé contre le Danemark (2-1), les Bleus de Didier Deschamps se sont qualifiés pour d'une entreprise sous tension
3 pe du monde, La porte de 'aventure est CUVErte pour un groupe itielx. PAGES 16 ET 17 sociale, PAGES26ET2T
. mondial ? les 8= de finale de la Coupe d nde. La del’ grande ambiti jal
« Un entretien
EVE_E;StEDhEﬂ EDITORLAL par Philippe Gélie peelieilefigara.dr
I
= La chronique .
de Nicolas Tapis russe
Baverez
2 . ussi loin que porte le regard, 'en- il y a maintenant ces restes d"empire apeurés,
« La tribune chainement des échecs stratégi du Caucase i I"Asie centrale, qul tentent de se
de Xavier gues encaissés par Vladimir Pou soustraire a influence toxique du grand voi-
Fontanet tine donne le vertige. Il v a  sinrmalade.
ontar d'abord, bien sir, la résistance On a beau chercher, on ne voit pas ce que
FPAGES A

acharnée de ces Ukrainiens méprisés et cari-

caturés, qui menacent désormais d'infliger &

la Russie une humiliante défaite et de lui re-
prendre les territoires chapardeés en deux
agressions depuls 2014, 11 y a ensuite cet Oc

Poutine a gagné dans son aventure ukrai-
nienne. Méme s°il parvenait & inverser le
cours de la guerre, voire a soumettre une
Ukraine en ruine - perspective plus improba

pour avoir ble que jamais -, son

Réponses a la question cident maollasson, aux valeurs décadentes, Propre payvs en sortirait
de samedi : qui se révele étonnamment détermine etuni - o1t Tané. tout de méme en lam
Faut-il réintégrer pour soutenir le pays agressé b punir 'agres- . beaux. Le joueur de po-
les soignants non seur, quitte & subir quelques désagréments Poutine ker du Kremlin a fait
vaccings contre ke Cowvid ? domestiques. Tl y a aussi 'Otan, prononcéeen  pst o tapis avec une mauvai-
état de « mort cérébrale = et qui retrouve lavi- i se main, persuadé que
oul gueur de sa jeunesse, renforcant son flanc Est tTain de Ia hauteur de enchére
53% 47 % et s"ouvrant 4 de nouveaux candidats détour tout perd_re pousserait les autres a

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 2128456

sur

= Votez _auinurd'hui
lefigar

8

== LaFrance est-elle
= |5 favorite pour remporter
E—

la Coupe du monde

nés par Poutine de leur neutralite. [1y a, ne les
oublions pas, ces centaines de milliers de
Russes qui votent avec leurs pieds, fuvant la
conscription et la répression politique au prix
d'une coliteuse hé morragie des cerveaux et
des talents. [ ¥ a ces alliés stratégiques com-
me la Chine, ou ces pays de I"hémisphére Sud

= coucher. Pour avoir
tout misé, il est en train de tout perdre. La
scenographie de son pouvoir dans une solen-
nité immuable reléve del"autisme : les soldats
au coté desquels il s"affiche ne sont pas ceux
qu'il envole mal équipds sur le front, les méres
qu'il recoit ne sont pas celles qui lul deman

i =l foothall 7 ala neutralité bienveillante, qui commencent  dent des comptes, Sons son masque de fer,
= _— a s'impatienter d'un conflit n"apportant dans  Viadimir Poutine voit-il les fissures qui fragi
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World Cup Germany strike late
Gemge to keep dreams alive in Qatar
o
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28 November 2022
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The price of Brexit: 4,000 fewer
European doctors work in NHS

iovement
as been

o at their relent-  maore - if the decision tol h I thelead author of the analysis. The UK endingautomatic free
lives, Official U/Efta anaesthe-  for EU nationals, The CBI
5 in England |JI:II|I|||H|I Brexit numbers had  particularly vocal in that demand,

continued, she found. The Nuffield report blames the
.hf '\J]h has struggled tor unnl UIL| \-1I i|| doctors \-nllu fact IIwL

Exclusive Analysis shows  quit, disillusic
- C 5

arrivals from EU fell away

after referencum in 2016

uitment fron
('||'\| 'i]an

Denis Campbell

Health

has been heightened
N ageing population. The fin
ampleofhowtheslow-  from busines

fay-to-dayNHScare  torethinkim
imonnt of v helpoverc
closure ¢ 15 growing e 1 ||Ll| can take place, said a Nuffield  shortag
rs of medics are deciding to 1 an estimated 41,320 - or 4,285  Trust researcher, Martha McCarey,  recent years,

Erexit has worsened t h: .‘\H\'-. acute
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o ||'|||1I.||| idded McCarey,
The NHS has 369 fewer cardio-
wdin  -theracic surgeons,
partly asaresult of the  fewer paediatricians and

niEland
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Protests
spread in
China over
lockdowns

Helen Davidson Taipei
Verna Yu

1 China's strin
protested in cities
s yesterdav in I|'|LI
il disobedience
nd since Xi linping
rer a decad .

Feople opp

deadly apartme
of the eountry |,|-J

Chengdu, Wuh
according to footage shar _i on
social media, in defiance of a series
of heavy-handed arrests of demon-




