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approving a price cap
on Russian oil hit a snag
amid differences among the
27 member states, although
diplomats said they were
hopeful a deal could be
s1:ru|:k in the coming days. AL

+ Rus=ian forces stepped up
their shelling of the south-
ern Ukrainian city of Kher-
son, killing 10 pecple and in-
Juring at least 54 others in
the latest round of strikes,
according to local officials. A8

compa-
mies, arguing that their own-
ership and practices threaten
ULS. national security. A3

+ The suspected shooter
who killed six emplovees at a
bought

by co-workers, police said. AZ
# Netanyahu's Likud
signed a coalition deal
with Ben-Gvir's Jewish
Power party that gives the
latter control of Israel’s
police ministry and a seat
in the security cabinet, AG
# Iran is armored
and special units along its
western border to prevent
the infiltration of Kurdish
opposition groups based in

Business & Finance
Pl i

#+ Millions of Americans
wisited bricks-and-mortar
stores on Black Friday as
people return to prepan-
demic habits, though door-
buster deals weren't back
with their former force. Al

* Musk said Twitter would
again try to roll out in the
coming week a new verifica-
tion service that the billion-
aire owmner has championed
despite a fumbled launch
and numerouws problems. B1

# China’s central bank
mowved to backstop growth
by boosting lending to
households and businesses
amid the country’s biggest
Cowid-19 outbreak since
the pandemic began. A7

# Law firms are bracing
for economic uncertainty
after record-breaking reve-
nues last year and hiring
Sprees that saw even some
lower-level lawyers netting
big signing bonuses. B1

#+ Major LS. stock indexes
ended mived in a shortened
trading session, with the

S&P 500 and MNasdaq losing
Qu03% and OL.5%, respectively,
and the Dow gaining 0.4%. BIL

+ ABB is nearing a deal to
pay arcund $325 million to
resolve bribery allegations in
South Africa, an outcome that
would make the Swiss com-
pany a third-time violator

of U.S, antibribery laws, B3

NOONAN
‘Home Again,
And Home Again,
America for Me' a13
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People flocked to
stores around the
country on Friday in
search of holiday
deals amid a return
to prepandemic hab-
its. Clockwise, from
top, shoppers at a
Best Buy in Chicago,
outside Macy's in
MNew York City and at
the Opry Mills Mall
in Nashville, Tenn.

Black Friday Crowds Return,
But Door-Buster Deals Fade

BY SUZANNE KAPNER
Anp SnaroN TERLEP

Black Friday is back—even
if many of the door-buster
deals arent.

Millions of Americans vis-
ited bricks-and-mortar stores
on the Friday after Thanksgiv-

ing this year as the Covid-19
pandemic recedes and people
return to prepandemic habirs.
That is a reversal of the past
two years, when they were
largely stuck at home and did
more shopping online. This
year, however, many household
budgets are pinched by high

gasoline and grocery prices.
Early signs pointed to more
muted activity than last year.
People spent $5.3 billion on-
line on Thanksgiving Day, up
2.9% from the holiday last
year, according to Adobe Ana-
Iytics, which tracks spending
on websites. Adobe forecasts

that online spending on Black
Friday itself will be between
29 bil n and £9.2 billion, up
1% to 3% from a year ago.
Gabriela Faria, a8 26-vear-
Please turn fo page A2

* The Mumbers: If price ended
in 99, wou likely overpaid . AZ

EXCHANGE

THE GLUT BEFORE
CHRISTMAS
Stores hawve too many
toys as the holiday
shopping season
begins. B1

Fearing Sabotage,
Keeps Watch on Its Pipelines

Deploys mine hunters and unmanned subs after September blasts

The Italian navy mine hunter ITS Numana
pipeline carrying
natural gas from North Africa to Europe when
its sonar detected a metal object close to the

was sailing recently above a

line.

Europe

ripped through the Nord Stream natural-gas
pipelines in the Baltic Sea in an apparent act
of sabotage. Since then, protecting the pipe-
lines, energy grids and natural-gas terminals

that keep Europe’s lights on and homes

By Margherifa Stancati,
Kirm Mackrael
and Georgi Kantchev

heated has become a national-security prior-
ity across the continent.

After Russia invaded Ukraine, Moscow

“There was an obvious risk,” said Lt. Gian-
lnigi Barberisi, the vessel’s commander. 50 the
ship lowered a robot 650 feet below to take a
closer look. It was a rusty table.

Until recently, the Italian navy didn't spend
much time inspecting underwater pipelines.

gradually throttled gas exports to Europe, ex-
posing the perils of depending on Russian oil
and gas. The blasts at the Nord Stream pipe-
lines, which carried gas from Russia to Ger-
many, revealed another European weakness:

the vulnerability of its infrastructure to physi-

cal attacks.

That changed on Sept. 26, when explosions

While no European government has named

Please turn to page A9

EU Hits
Snag on
Deal for
Russian

Oil Cap

Talks stall as nations
can’'t agree on a price
ceiling, but diplomats
hope for accord soon

By Lavrence Normanw

European Union talks on ap-
proving a price cap on Russian
oil hit a snag amid differences
among the 27 member states,
although diplomats said they
were hopeful a deal could be
struck in the coming days.

EU EOVernments have
clashed owver the price level at
which to set the cap and some
of the other details of the
mechanism put forth by the
Group of Seven advanced de-
mocracies. The price cap is the
West's attempt to squesze
Russia's oil revenues as pun-
ishment for its invasion of
Ukraine while keeping global
oil supplies steady—and avoid-
ing an increase in global en-
ergy prices. With it, the G-7
and Australia aim to ban pro-
viding maritime services for
Russian oil shipments unless
the oil is sold below the price.

Discussions among  the
bloc's officials had been ex-
pected to continue Friday eve-
ning and possibly over the
weekend, but EU officials said
they needed more time to bro-
ker a deal

The European Commission,
the bloc's executive arm, and
the G-7 have been looking at a
price cap of between $60 and
£70 a barrel. That is above the
price at which Russian oil is
currently selling.

All 27 EU member states
must agree on the price. The
G-7 is racing to put the price
cap into effect by Dec. 5, when
an EU embargo on Russian
crude-oil imports takes effect.

Officials in Washington and
around the G-7 were aw; 124
the EU's choice and have ex
pected the bloc to take so
time to complete the negotia-
tions. G-7 officials have been
supportive of the prices dis-
cussed in the EUL

U.5. afficials, and in partie-
ular Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen, have championed the
price-cap plan for months. On
Thursday, President Biden told
reporters in NMantucket, Mass.,
that he had spoken to Ms. Yel-
lem about the plan, saying.
“It’s in play.”

Om Friday, Ukrainian Presi-

Please turn fopage AS

# Russian forces step up
shelling of Kherson

Library
Sleuths Rile
Local Politics

* * *
Taiwan’s

elections shaken

by ‘thesis melee”

By Jovu Wana

TAIPEI--Taiwan is perched
on one of the world's most
wvolatile geopolitical fault lines.
Yet as a closely watched elec-
tion approaches on Saturday,
some candidaves” thorniest ob-
stacles are coming not from
their stances on China but
from the library stacks.

Amateur sleuths have been
slinging campaigns into tur-
moil by digging up evidence
that candidates long ago
cribbed bits of their university

Please turn to page AID

After FTX,

Bahamas

Picks Up the Pieces

By MATT GROSSMAN
AND ANGEL AU-YEUNG

MNASSALU, Bahamas—Last
year, an FTX executive walked
into a bank office here and put
$4.5 million of the company’s
money behind an ambitious
plan to buy an oceanside par-
cel of land and turn it into the
crypto giant's new headguar-
ters.

The executive, Ryvan Salame,
closed the deal in short order,
people familiar with the mat-
rer said, just part of the com-
pany's whirlwind real-estate
shopping spree in and around
Massau. In April, the Bahamas
prime minister appeared with
FTH executives at a ceremo-
nial groundbreaking on the
new land. But construction
never really got under way.
FTX collapsed this month, its

real-estate holdings now sub-
sumed in bankruptcy.

The never-built new head-
guarters illustrates the promise
that FTX brought to the Baha-
mas and the frustration it left
in its wake. The island nation
has been encouraging crypto
firms to make themselves at
home, promising a copacetic
regulatory towch—exactly what
founder Sam  Bankman-Fried
was looking for when he de-
cided to mowve FTX headguar-
vers from Hong Kong last year.

FTX wasn't the only crypto
player in town, but it was the
flashiest, leasing fleets of cars
for its emplovees to drive, The
Wall Street Journal reported.
It snapped up units in a luxe
resort called Albany—a private
neighborhood that has
counted Tiger Woods and Jus-

Please turn to page A4

U.S., England Play to 0-0 Tie

The outcome left the Americans still

n control of their own

destiny at soccer’s World Cup, with a victory over Iran needed

on Tuesday to qualify for the tournament’s round of 16. A14

HASSAN AMNUAR, ASSOEIATED PRESS
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Today, cloudy and breezy with after-
noan . rin, gh 56, Tonight, rain
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‘l was helping give someone a baby. I wanted to give that joy.
HUN DANETH, with the son she gave birth to. Cambodia jailed his father, a Chinese businessman, on charges of human trafficking.

When Surrogacy Becomes a Crime

Women Are Forced to Either Go to Prison or Raise the Children

MADAA SHIRA

£ MEW TORK TIMES

HEN FOR. T

By HANMAH BEECH

PHMNOM PENH, Cambodia — The baby
was not hers, not really.

Hun Daneth felt that, counted on that.
When she gave birth to the boy, who didn't
ook ke her, she knew it even more.

But four years after acting as a surrogate
for a Chinese businessman, who said he
had used a Russian egg donor, Ms, Hun
Daneth is being forced by the Cambodian
courts (o raise the little bay or risk going to
jail. The businessman is in prison over the
surrogacy, his appeal denied in June.

Even as she dealt with the shock of rads-

changed his diapers. Over the mwonths amd
wears, she found hersell hugging and kiss-
ing him, cajoling him 1o eat more rice so he
could grow big and strong. She has come to
see this child as her own

“I lowe him so much.” said Ms. Hun
Daneth, who is looking after the boy with
her hushand.

The faves of a Cambodian woman, a Chi-
nese man and the boy who binds them lOu
sether reflect the intricate ethical
mas posed by the glebal surrogacy mr.lu:.—
try. The practice is legal — and often pro-
hibitively expensive — in some ¢
while others have outlaaed it. Si
tions with weak legal systems,

endangering those invelved when political
conditions suddenly shift and criminal
cases follow,

When carried out transparently with
safeguards in place, Supporiers say, com-
mercial surrogacy allows people to expand
their families while fairly compensating the
nwhao give birth to the children. Done
the process can lead to the abuse of
wvulnerable people, whether the surrogates
oF Lhe intended parents,

The practice flourishes in the nebulous
space between those who can and cannot
bear children; between those with the
means o hire someone to bear their biolog-
ical offspring and the women who need the

ing the baby,

Ms. Hun Daneth dutifully

dia, have allowed gray markets to operate,

Continued on Page 10

More in US.
Living Alone
Later in Life

Ofder Generation With
New Social Outlook

By DANA GOLDSTEIN
and ROBERT GEBELOFF
Jay Miles has lived his 52 years
without marriage or children,
which has sulted his creative am-
bitions as a videographer in Con-

mnecticut and, he said, his mix of
“indepen
ness” But he worries about who

will take care of him as he gets old-
er.

Donna Selman, a 55-yvear old
college professor in Illinois, is
mostly grateful o be single, she
said, ause her mother  and
aunts never had the financial and
emotional autonomy that she en-
Jows.

Mary Felder, 65, raised her chil-
dren, now growr, in her rowhouse
in Philadelphia. Her home has
plenty of space for one person, but
upkeep is expensive on the cen-
tury-cld house.

Ms. Felder, Mr. Miles and Ms.
Selman are members of one of the
country's fastest-growing demao-
graphic groups: people 50 and
alder who live alone.

In 1960, just 13 percent of Amer-
ican households had a single oceu-
pant. But that figure has ris
steadily, and today it is approach-
ing 30 percent. For households
headed by someone 50 or older,
that figure is 36 percent.

Mearly 26 million Americans 50
or older now live alone, up from 15
million in 2000. Older people have
always been more likely than oth-
ers to live by themselves, and now
that age group — baby boomers
and Gen rs — makes up a big-
ger share of the populatlonrhan at
any time in the nation's histore

The trend has also been driven
by deep changes in attitudes sur-
rounding gender and marriage.
People 50-plus today are more
likely than earlier generations to
be divorced, separated or never
marri

Women in this category have
had opportunities for professional
advancement, homecmanership
and financial independence that
were all but out of reach for previ-
ous generations of older women._

Continued on Page 15

ARMING UKRAINE
DRAINS STOCKPILE
OF NATO WEAPONS

RUSH TO REFILL STOCKS

Not Expecting Land War,
West Had Mot Saved
Enough Artillery

By STEVEN ERLANGER
and LARA JAKES

BRUSSELS — When the Soviet
Union collapsed, Ewropean na-
tions grabbed the “peace 1=
dend,” drastically shrinking their
defense budgets, their armies and
their arsenals.

With the rise of Al Qaeda nearly
a decade later, terrorism became
the target, reguiring different mil-
ftary investments and lighter,
maore expeditionary forces. Even
NATOs long engagement in Af-
ghanistan bore little resemblance
to a land war in Europe, heavy on
artillery and tanks, that nearly all
defense minisiries thowght would
never recur,

But it has.

In Ukraine, the kind of Euro-
pean war thought inconceivable is
chewing up the modest stockpiles
of artillery, ammunition and air
defenses of what some in NATO
call Europe's “bonsal armies,” af-
ver the tiny Japanese trees. en
the mighty United States has only
limited stocks of the weapons the
Ukrainians want and need, and
Washington is unwilling to divert
key weapons from delicate re-
glons like Talwan and Korea,
where China and Morth Korea are
constantly testing the limits,

Now, nine months inte the war,
the West's fundamental unpre-
paredness has set off a mad
scramble to supply Ukraine with
what it needs while also replenish-
ing MNATO swockpiles. As both
sides burn through weaponry and
ammunition at a pace not seen
gince World War 11, the competi-
tion to keep arsenals flush has be-
come a critical front that could
prove decisive to Ukraine's effort.

The amount of artillery being
used is staggering, NATO officials
say. In Afghanistan, NATO forces

Continwed on Page 12

He's the Expert

On Uncovering
‘Shrinkflation’

By CLARE TOENISKOETTER

SOMERVILLE, Mass. — A few
weeks ago, Edgar Dworsky got a
promising tip by email. “Diluted
cough syrup” read the messagse,
accompanied by a photo of two
packages of syrup with a curious
difference : The new one appeared
to be half the strength of the old
one.

Mr. Dworsky gets emails like
this frequently, alerting him to
things like a bag of dog food that
discreetly shrank from 50 pounds
to 44 pounds. A cereal box that
switched from “giant™ to “family™
size and grew about an inch taller
— but a few ounces lighter. Botles
of detergent that look the same,
but the newer ones come with less
detergent.

The cough syrup message
looked intriguing. Mr Dworsky
made plans to investigate.

He has dedicated much of his
life to exposing what is one of the
sneakier tricks in the modern con-
sumer economy: “shrinkflation,”
when producis or packaging are
subtly manipulated so that a per-
son pays the same price, or even

Twao examples of “shrinkflation™

smaller dish soap and a buttery

=
G BIVARD: PR THE HEW YOlK

nated by Edgar Dworsky: &
spread with less vegetable oil_

slightly more, for something but
gets less of it

Consumer product companies
have been using this strategy for
decades. And their nemesis, M
Drwvarsky, has been following it for
decades. He writes up his discov-
eries on his website, mouseprint-
Lorg, a reference to the fine pring
aften found on product packaging.
Print so tiny “only a mouse oould
read.” he says.

He writes about shrinkflation in
evervthing — tuna, meyvonnaise,
ice cream, deodorant, dish soap —
alongside other consumer advo-
cacy work on topics like misbead-
ing advertising, class-action law-
suits and exaggerated sale claims.

One recent Mouse Print repart
explored toilet paper shrinkfla-
von, “Virtually every brand of tol-
et paper has been downsized over
the wears” Mr. Dworsky wrote,
documenting more than a decade
of toilet paper shrinkage,

Mr Dworsky, 71, is a semi-
retired lawyer whose career he-
gan as a market researcher before
he briclly became an on-air con-
sumer reporter for lecal television
alongside a young Bill O'Reilly,
the former Fox Mews personality.
Mr Dworsky was “one of the most
sincere deasters I've ever

seen” Mr. O'Reilly said recently,
adding that Mr. Dworsky “wasn't

Continued an Page 20

For the Exonerated, Quick Cash at Steep Rates

By COREY KILGANNON

After serving nearly 20 years in
@ Mew York State prison for o 1980
murder he did not commit, Huwe
Burton walked out like many in-
mates: with no money, no eredit
and no one o borrow from. M
Burton, who got by as an elevator
repairman, could sue for millions
in compensation, but payouts typ-
ically take vears.

So after being exonerated in
2019, Mr. Burton took an advance
of $500,0:00 from a company that
typically funds plaintiffs waiting
to settle auto insurance claims,
slip-and-fall judgments and medi-
cal malpractice cases. Mr. Bur-
ton's advance, at 28 percent annu-
al interest, came from USClaims, a
company based in Florida whose
imvestors include Further Global

Capital Management and the
Blackstone Group, one of the
world's |largest private equity
firmes.

Across the nation, exonerations
— and cash settlements — have
risen sreadily thanks to DM/
based reinvestigations, convic-
tion-integrity  units created by
prosecutors and the vigor of inno-
cence organtzations. Now, the bil-
lions in payouts have attracted
companies offering high interest
cash advances while exonerated

BEAN SIROTA FHR THE NEW YOEK TIMES

Felipe Rodriguez barrowed $380.000 to restart his life after he

was exonerated ina 1987 stabbing death. He repai

S590,000.

people await their claims, Many
firms are backed hy private equity
investors eager 1o bet on nearly
certain short-verm profit.

Many of the advances offer a
tantalizing provision: If prisoners
fail vo collect a payout, the ad-
wanee is essentially forgiven. But
if the claims come through, which
they wsually do, the company
makes a healthy profit when the
exoneree pays in full, often from a
settlement that far outsirips the

size of the debt.

Mr Burton was a good invest-
ment. Wrongful conviction cases
are exceptionally good bets be-
cause il have ofiten gone
through years of appellate court
serutiny and have been vetted by
the Lawyers handling the claims,
sald the president of USClaims,
Donna Lee Jones.

She said that in the sight vears
since the firm began taking such

Continwed on Page 21
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Books, Grades and Pageants
Unabashedly skin-deep and popular
beauty contests at prestigious Japanese
universities serve as pipelines for wom-
en to find careers in television.  PAGE4

Daniela J. Lamas

354753

Vivid Visions of Tomorrow

On the eve of 3 major revival of Octavia
Butler's work, a ook at how the science
fiction writer saw a future that is mow
our present. PAGE 16

Surviving a Nearby Makeover
The Chelsea Guitars shop seems a bit
scruffy in the embrace of the renovated
Chelsea Hotel, but the owner is fine
with the new surroundings. FAGE |

A Contentious Landscape

An app that reveals pockers of public
land surrounded by privately hebd
property has supercharged the question
of access in the American West. PAGE 1

PAGE 4
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The Photo Issue
Real Americana:
Does the U.S. flag

World Cup For giddy
Saudi soccer fans,
hope is just a short trip
across the desert

Optimal shopping
Buying smart is a
badge of honor. Try
these tactics for the
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really belong to all
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NASSAU, BAHAMAS — Before
Sam Bankman-Fried's $16 bil-
lion empire imploded, Margaux
Avedisian remembers thinking
there was something unsettling
about the cryptocurrency wun-
derkind.

Bankman-Fried had become a
legend by pushing an image of
monkish aloofness, vowing to for-
sake the allures of his extraordi-
mary wealth — sleeping on bean-
hagchairs, driving a Toyota Coral-
la — and Lo give away his fortune
for the greater good.

Yet in April, when Avedisian
was hired as a master of ceremo-
mies for a conference in the Baha-

Ex-officer’s
charges
roil suburb
in Kansas

Accused of raping Black
women decades ago,
reopening racial wounds

EY DaviD NAKAMURA

EANSAS CITY, KAN. — A dozen
vears after his retirement, Roger
Golubski returned to the Wyan-
dotte County Courthouse in late
October to testify in a hearing
two Black prison inmates who
claim the White former police
detective framed them for mur-
der long ago.

Golubski, 69, took the witness
chair slowly He was still barly,
but his once-intimidating pres-
ence had been punctured by ail-
ing health. including renal fail-
ure, diabetes and guintuple hy-
pass surgery in April.

“Did you have a history of
pressuring witnesses®*" said Kev-
in Shepherd, a

who were con-
victed in the
1497 case, sat
next to Shep-
herd in striped
prison jumpsuits.

“Never,” Golubski replied.

Golubski is the key figure in
alleged corruption  stemming
from his 35 years in the Kansas
City, Kan., Police Department
that has raised troubling gues-
tions about justice amd account-
ahility at a time when many
predominantly Black or Brown
eommunities and other disen-
franchised groups are vocally de-
manding both. He is accused of
preyving on impoverished Black
residents by exploiting a network
of female informants for sex and
for coerced testimony, which he
allegedly used to close cases —
charges he has denied.

The tale that emerges from
ocourt testimony, documents and
interviews reve; a world in
which Golllbs'kl at  minimum,
appears ave played a signifi-
c.anr]yjnfluenﬂa] role in dramari-
cally determining what darkmness
happened in the lives of scores of
Kansas City residents. It also
provides a sense of the changes in
power and justice occurring in
the city, including the nuance,
frustration amd hope that has
ecome as new leadership reckons
with racial wounds.

In recent weeks, the ULS, Jus-
tice Dej nt has taken steps
to address some of the allega-
tions, announcing twe indict-
ments of Golubski on  eight

Crypto exchange’s island
home awaits fallout after
rosy promises evaporate

mas sponsored by FTX, Bank-
mian-Fried's crypte exchange, she
=aw how the 30-year-old billion-
aire really Hved: in a guarded
island compoumnd, every need
closely catered to, the world's elite
at his beck and call.

Conference guests partied in
easinos where ians weren't
allowed o gamble and hob-
nobbed with celebrity attendeess,
including singer Katy Perry and
football veteran Tom Brady. For
one party, VIPs took o boat from

border. sports

holidays. BusinEss

shington 3)

the island to a second, even fanei-
er island for a feast of lobster, a
private DJ concert and an open

Erar.

“¥ou're living this lifestyle of
poverty, but you're partying with
Katy Perry?” she recalled think-
i “Why would you want to hang
out with these celebrities if you're
so head-down trying to change
the world?”

When Bankman-Fried and his
Band of crypto risk-takers monved
to the Bahamas last year in a blitz
of extravagant spending, they
promised to remake the islamd
paradise into a global capital of
the new financial elite. Some Ba-
hamians said they felt Tucky to
have an opportunity to work so
close to A Superstar.

SELFTX 0N ALE

Democracy Dies in Darkness

20023 FHOTO B LA VIR ELOOMBERT MEWS.

FIX chief Sam Bankman-Fried, shown in Hong Kong, lived in
grand Bahamas environs belying the ascetic image he cultivated.
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The perilous LODD-mile journey

to save southern Africa’s black rhinos

Moving an endangered

T B S i GE RS THE WABHSSETCR POAT

glranl

out of poachers’ crosshairs

BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

LEFHALALE, SOUTH AFRICA —
Blood trickled down Cecil's face.

Atranquilizer dart had plerced
his rough, leathery skin above the
ear. Steps away, his sedated moth-
er had collapsed. Paulina’s hind
foot was laszoed with a rope and
she was blindfolded. A grnu;p of
men and wonen
mopse and rocked her lalmr, mund
frame, trying to get her up and
into & metal crate.

1, 2, %, push!” someone com-
manded. °1, 2, 3, push!”

Then, they plunged a cattle
prod under Paulina's bottom. The
crackle of electricity flowed
through her bady. She staggered
up, then fell again.

Five other endangered black
rhinos were undergoing different
stages of the same treatment. To
an gutsider, it seemed cruel. But
to the team of animal conserva-
tiomists corralling the rhinos, the

SEE RHINGS 0N A6
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TOFP: Paulina and her calf’ Cecil are set free so they can roam a fenced area in a
sanctuary at Zinave National Park in Mozambique. The animals were moved Lo
the protected habitat to keep them away from poachers in South Africa.
ABOVE: Conservationists check on the animals during the 1,000-mile journey.
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Signs of
spiral in
Russian
economy

WESTERN SANCTIONS
BEGINNING TO BITE

Kremlin works to shore
up supply chains for war

BY CaTHERINE BELTON
AND ROBYN Dixon

When  Russian  President
Vladimir Putin launched last
month a new council for coordi-
nating supplies for the Russian
army, he seemed to recognize the
seale of the economic problems
facing the country, and his sense
of urgency was palpahble.

“We havve b0 be faster in decid-
ing questions connected to sup-
plving the special military opera-
tion amd countering restrictions
on the economy which, without
any exaggeration, are truly un-
precedented,” he said.

For months, Putin claimed
that the “economic blitzkrieg”
against Russin had failed, but
‘Western sanctions imposed over
the invasion of Ukraine are dig-
ging ever deeper into Russia’s
economy, exacerbating equip-
ment shortages for its army and
hampering its ability to launch
any new ground ensive or
build new missiles, economists
and Russian businessmen said.

cent figures show the sitna-

tion has worsened considerably
sinee the summer when, buoyed
by a steady stream of oil and gas
revenue, the Russian economy
seemed to stabilize. Figures re-
leased by the Finance Ministry
this month show a key economic
indicator — tax revenue from the
non-oil and gas sector — fell
20 percent in October compared
with a year earlier, while the
Russian state statistics agency
Rosstat reported that retail sales
fiell 10 peroent year on year in
September, and carge turnover
SEE RUSSIA 0N A18

Long-haulers
turn to risky.
costly cov id
treatments

BY FRANCES STEAD SELLERS

For the burgeoning popualation
of covid long-hanlers, there is an
abundanee of new treatment op-
tions: Specially formulated nu-
traceuticals imported from India
that promise to “get you life back
from covid” Pure oxygen deliv-
ered in a pressurized chamber.
Amd, if time and money are no
obstacle, a process known as
“blood washing™ that's available
in Cyprus, or $25000 stem cell
treatments in the Cayman Is-
lands.

Months-long  waits at  long-
covid elinics combined with the
sluggish pace of research have
left vulnerable paticots clamor-
ing for immediate care as manu-
facturers bring novel remedies to
market, often with little data
‘behind them.

“I have tried, I would say, as
many different things as anyone
could do in my situation,” said
Donna Davis-Doneghy, a 62-vear-
old acesuntant with Hearthsi
Food Solutions in London, Ey,
who has been tormented by head-
aches since coming down with
covid in November 2020,

SEE COVID 0¥ A1z
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TITLE IX
USA TODAY INVESTIGATION

Assault

victims:
University
failed us

Marshall lacked urgency
in rape cases, they say

Alia E. Dastagir
uUsa ToDaY

The remembering is sharp — every
detail, each decision, the cleaving of
her life.

Alicia Gonzales remembers sitting
on the bed in her dorm room at West
Virginia's Marshall University. She re-
members what she wore — sweatpants
and a long-sleeved shirt, no makeup,
hair fastened in a French braid. It was
approaching afternoon. She didn't
want to be alone with
him, but the friend who
was with her left, so she
was alone with him.

She remembers the
way she tensed when he
began to talk about his
body count. He'd had
sex with 16 people, he
told her. She remembers all the ex-
cuses she made, initially plausible, in-
creasingly desperate — the door’'s un-
locked, my roommate will be home
soon, in my religion we don’t have sex
on Mondays.

When she pointed out someone
could walk in, he got up and deadbolt-
ed the door. That's when she knew,
when the voice inside her said, “You're
going to get raped.”

Her perpetrator, fellow Marshall
student Joseph Chase Hardin, was
more than 6 feet tall and 250 pounds,
and he was aggressive and undeterred

Gonzales

See TITLE IX, Page 4A

i
Joseph Chase Hardin took a plea deal
that reduced his felony sexual assault
charge to a misdemeanor battery
charge. He was then reinstated at
Marshall University. UsA TODAY NETWORK

About this series

usa TODAY's “Title 1X: Falling short at
50" exposes how top LS. colleges and
universities still fail to live up to the
landmark law that bans sexual
discrimination in education. Title IX,
which turns 50 this summer, requires
equity across a broad range of areas in
academics and athletics. Despite
tremendous gains during the past five
decades, many colleges and
universities fall short, leaving women
struggling for equal footing.
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Kooky,
spooky —
and so cool
I

Jenna Ortega makes

an “Addams Family™
icon her own in Netflix's

new criginal series
Wednesday.” In Life

MASS SHOOTINGS

WEEK IN REVIEW

Your guide
to the
holidays
|

Experts at Reviewed
hawve the inside track on
hot deals, best gifts and
activities this season.

In Weekend Extra

THIS WEEK'S TOP NEWS, 6A

USA TODAY WEEKEND

THE MATION'S NEWS | $2 | NOVEMBER 25-27, 2022

US stands
its ground
vs. England

Captain Tyler Adams
and team locking to
show Three Lions what
they are capable of.

In Sports

DAMIELLE PARHIZKARAN/ USA TODAY SPORTS

‘Waiting for the next

bad thlng to

happen’

Investigators converge on the scene of a Walmart in Chesapeake‘ Va., following a mass shooting that left six people dead
and at least six others injured. It was the second mass shooting in Virginia this month. Jack crRuBER/USA TODAY

Recent spate of gun violence
has left Americans on edge

Trevor Hughes and Terry Collins
usa TODAY

COLORADO SPRINGS,

Colo. —

“Due to the senseless
nature of gun
violence in America
that is only
horrifically
waorsening, | have
lived a more
sheltered life out of
sheer fear.”

omnipresent.

Haylea Turner
Longtime patron of Club @

U.S. Army major and other patrons.

In between those two attacks, six other people were killed
and 14 others wounded in shootings in Oklahoma, Mi
pi, Texas and Illinois, according to the nonprofit Gun Violence
Archive, which catalogs shootings of four or more people, ex-

See SHOOTINGS, Page 3A

Chesapeake.
Springs. Uvalde. Buffalo. Portland. Highland Park.
Mass shootings in big cities and small towns across the
country have risen in the wake of the 2020 pandemic lock-
downs. And amid the grief and shock and loss,
prompts more businesses, schools, hotels or nightclubs to
toughen their own security respons-

5.

And that, experts say, contributes
to a simmering anxiety for potential-
1y millions of Americans.
death in a mass shooting remains
rare, public reminders of them are
News about them is
frequent. And the next one appears
impossible to predict.

A Walmart manager opened fire
Tuesday in a Chesapeake, Virginia,
store where he worked, killing six
and wounding at least five others
before killing himself, officials said.

Days before, a shooter killed five people at an LQBQT bar in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, before being tackled by a former

Colorado

each one

While

issip-

Witness says
Walmart
assailant was
‘coing hunting’

Jorge L. Ortiz, Claire Thornton
and Paul Bibeau
USA TODAY

CHESAPEAKE, Va. — The shooter
who killed six people at a Walmart in
Virginia late Tuesday was targeting co-
workers, “going hunting” and making
sure they were dead, according to a wit-
ness.

Jessica Wilczewski said owvernight
team leader Andre Bing came into the
break room before the late shift started
and opened fire with a purpose, contra-
dicting the account of another witness
who said the gunman shot wildly.

“The way he was acting — he was go-
ing hunting,” Wilczewski told The Asso-
ciated Press on Thursday. “The way he

See CHESAPEAKE, Page 3A

Authorities have released the names of five of the six
victims of the shooting in Chesapeake, Virginia: from
top, Brian Pendleton, Tyneka Johnson, Kellie Pyle,
Lorenzo Gamble and Randall Blevins. They withheld
the name of the 16-year-old because of his age.

Rise in preterm birth rate ‘concerning’

March of Dimes report:
’21 levels hit 14-year high

Mada Hassanein
USA TODAY

Preterm births last year reached
their highest peak since 2007 — with
more than 383,000 born before 37
weeks of gestational age in the United
States, according to a new report.

In 2021, roughly 10.5% of babies
were born premature, according to the
annual March of Dimes “Report Card,”
which rated the U.S. a D+. The score
dropped from its C- rating in 2020.

The report released this month

found disparities widened between
white mothers and Native and Black
mothers, who are already 62% more
likely to have a preterm birth and nearly
three times as likely as white moms to
die of childbirth-related causes. In 2021,
Black mothers saw a 3% increase and
MNative mothers a 6% increase in pre-
term births, according to the analysis.
Of all groups, Asian and Pacific Is-
lander mothers saw the largest increase
— 8% — even though births to Asian
mothers fell that year, and they have the
lowest preterm birth rate overall.
Experts say the pandemic may have
contributed significantly to the rising
preterm birth rates, and the findings
signal a need for more efforts toward en-

suring equitable prenatal care access.
Preterm births can be caused by
health conditions in the birthing parent,
like high blood pressure and diabetes, as
well as stress, problems with the uterus
or placenta, infection or inflammation.
Being born premature can lead to sig-
nificant dewvelopmental complications
including undewveloped respiratory sys-
tems causing breathing problems, and
hearing, vision and behavioral issues.
“Any increase in preterm birth is con-
cerning because of the downstream ef-
fects on the infant after a preterm deliv-
ery,” said Dr. Cynthia Gyvamfi-Banner-
man, a professor of obstetrics, gynecol-
ogy and reproductive sciences at the
University of California, San Diego.
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Alckmin liga
regra fiscal a
contencao da
divida publica
Q vice-presidente eleito,
Geraldo Alckmin (PSB),
afirmou que a nova regra
fiscal a serui)roposra pelo
governo Lula deve ser an-
corada na contencio da
divida e nao apenas no te-
to de gastos, como € hoje.
“Se 0 gasto nunca pode
superar ainflacio, vocé es-
maga oinvesdmento’, disse
A eMmpresarios. Mercado A22

PAINEL
Transicio detecta

verba atipica para
PRF pré-eleicoes

Politica A4

copazc22

Paulo Vinicius Coelho
Alemanha, que
precisa vencer hoje,
évitimado7alps

Tostdo

Ainda € cedo para
fazer progndstico;
tudo pode mudarp.s

Morre a artista visual

Rochelle Costi, aos 61

Rochelle Cosri, que se no-
tabilizou com fotos “estra-
nhas” de cendrios domés-
ticos, foi atropelada na
avenida Europa, em SP B3

ATMOSFERA

Sao0 Paulo hoje

610_u4877

0 camisa 10 da Argentina comemaol

A francesa em mesa em
Paraty zanone Fraissat,/Felhapress

-

Com dois gols de

Mbappé, Franca
esti classificada

Arual camped mundial, a
Franca se classificou pa-
ra as oitavas de final com
uma vitdria por z a 1 so-
bre a Dinamarca. O cra-
que Mbappé, que joga com
Neymar no Paris Saint-
Germain, marcou dois gols
no segundo tempo. p.g.

DOMINGO, 27 DE NOVEMBRO DE 2022

Ernaux

Na Flip, Nobel de
Literatura defende
escrita como fonte
de liberdade cwo

Saidiya Hartman
narra histdrias de
mulheres negras
revolucionarias cr

Cubana escreve para
criangas porque nao
se via nos livros que
tinha na infancia o

Jogos de ontem
@ TUN x AUS
o] 1
~  POL x ARS
% 2 o

Jogos de hoje
s, JAP x CRC
L)

Th*, GLoen™

BEL » MAR
10h™, GLOBG™

R$ 9,00

Transicao inchada
revela entraves para
Lula compor governo

Com mais de 400 nomes, equipe ja tem quase o dobro
de integrantes da constituida por Bolsonaro em 2018

Com veteranos de outros go-
VErnos petistas e caras no-
wvas, aliados historicos e an-
tigos adversdrios, a equipe
de transicio do presidente
eleito Luiz Indcio Lula da Sil-
va (PT) se encaminha para
completar um més de traba-
lho com 416 integrantes —
quase o dobro da formada
por Jair Bolsonaro em 2018,

P

©

)

2 1
ARG x MEX
2 [}

CRO x CAN
13h*", GLOBO™

ESP x ALE
Teh", GLOBO™

“Hardsin de Brasilia “*Globo, SporTV o Globoplay

Eduarda Anizelll /Felhapress

BOLSONARO SILENCIA EM PRIMEIRO EVENTO PUBLICO

Presidente em formatura na Academia Militar das Agulhas Negras, em Resende (RJ); em
aparigao publica apés derrota, ele ndo discursou e interagiu pouco com convidados politica as

0 excessode nomesja cau-
$a entraves na Composicio
da futura gestio. Hi uma
disputa interna para pre-
encher vagas dos s ndo
e terceiro escaldoes da ma-
quina federal. Ao mesmo
rempo, 08 nomes mais for
tes articulam para que eles
proprios assumiro
comando dos ministérios.

—— /

ra gol com Alvarez na vitdria sobre o México no estddio Lusail; resultado coloca time mais praximo de conquistar vaga nas oitavas de final s kuarpavesevyase

Questionado sobre o in-
chago, 0 governo de tran-
sicdo respondeu, em nota,
gue “segue rigorosamen-
te 0 que esta previsto na
legislagio especifica”, com
aval para nomear “so car
gos comissionados, servi-
dores requisitados de outros
Poderes e colaboradores
voluntirios”, Politica A4

Messi define contra México e

mantém Argentina viva na Copa

Maior solista do futebol, o atacante Lionel Messi foi deci-
sivo e abriu o placar na vitdria da Argentina contra o Mé-
xico por 2 a 0. Enzo Ferndndez selou a vitdria com golago
aos 42 minutos do segundo tempo. O resultado deixou o

time mais perto da classificacio na Copa.p.1e2

Brasil lidera em chutes certos
e dribles ao final da 12 rodada .-

Para Taiwan, producio de
chips é escudo contra China

Pegacentral nas tensbes en-
tre Washington e Pequim, a
populacio de Taiwan con-
vive com o medo de gue se
cumpra a promessa chi
sade reabsorver ailha con-
siderada rebelde.

Na capital Taipé, nio se
acredita em atague real, re-
lata o enwiado Daigo Oliva. A
indistrialocal de chips, im-
portante na cadeia global de
suprimentos, é vista como
um escudo. Munde A1+

Morre professora de 36 anos,
a 42 vitima de ataque no ES .

EDITORIAIS A2

Haddad genérico

Acerca de discurso de pe-
tista candidato i Fazenda,

Carandiru, reta final
Sobre morosidade inacei-
tdvel da Justica no caso.
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Denuncian un nuevo fraude que salpica a clan de ministro de la Corte

Apuran terna para FGE y ponen
en la mira vacancia de Fretes

En medio de un caliente proceso electoral, el CM culmina las audiencias de candidatos a fiscal
general para elegir a los tres antes de las internas. Luego convocaran para sustituir a Fretes.

PAGINAZ ala 5

En 20 afios el salario estatal se disparo

Lapidaria conclusion: PGN

se s:ept;lplict'), per.o r:o fue I-EGADU

para beneficio de la gente | § : BERTA ROJAS

PAGINA 12 p
Maftana arranca | Joven narra At _Hz@r"d“cm
Novenario de | como supero . A

Caacupé sin | un ACV con
restricciones | persistencia y
contra el Covid | fortaleza

PAGINA 25 PAGINA 24

Qatar @ HOY

"“Le sufro y
le disfruto a Paraguay"

Galardonada. La guitarrista Berta Rojas, ganadora del Grammy Latino, reflexiona
sobre su logro, su carrera y comparte acerca de su vision de vida. PAGINAS 28y 29
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« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n"est point d"éloge flatteur » Beaumarchais

GASTRONOMIE

LA BUCHE DE NOEL, DERNIERE

' DISPARITION

CHRISTIAN BOBIN, POETE
ET MYSTIQUE AU CCEUR
SIMPLE pace a1

Ciotti, Pradié, Retailleau : une
semaine pour convaincre

Dans la derniére ligne droite de la campagne, les candidats se retrouvent ce samedi pour
un grand oral devant les cadres du parti. L’occasion de se différencier avant un scrutin indécis.

TOCADE DES GRANDS CHEFS

PAGES 30 ET 31

ELYSEE
McKinsey:
Emmanuel Macron
affiche sa séreénité

PAGE 2

ASSEMELEE

Les députés
s'écharpent

sur la reintegration

des soignants
non vaccines races

Quel nouveau patron pour la  malne d'un scrutin dont les  Vaugirard. L'occasion d'ex cupés par son ex-femme. Aurélien Pradié, en position
UKRAINE droite ? Les 91000 adhérents  observateurs peinent & pré-  poser leur programme et de Dans cette derniere ligne de challenger, entend incar-

Prés de Kharkiv,

la sauvagerie russe
ravive

le cauchemar

de I'Holodomaor pace s

EDUCATION
Maths, francais:

le niveau des éléeves
globalement

stable pace1z
COUPE

DU MONDE
France-Danemark,
attention

grand danger

PAGES 14ET 15

des Reépublicains sont appe-
lés aux urnes, les 3 et 4 dé

dire le résultat, les trois pré-
tendants se retrouvent ce

se démarquer. Eric Ciotti,
souvent présenté comme fa

cembre prochains, pour le samedi
premier tour de 1'élection du

président du parti. A une se-

pour
grand oral devant le conseil
national du parti,

vori,
oublier

un dernier

rue de

aura a coeur de faire
I'ouverture d'une
enguéte sur les emplois oc-

droite, Bruno Retailleau sou-
haite pour sa parl mellre
I"accent sur sa vision d'une
«vraie droite= de rupture
face au macronisme. Enfin,

- DANS LE SUD-EST, RETAILLEAU PLAIDE POUR UNE « VRAIE DROITE » - FACE AUX VENTS CONTRAIRES, CIOTTI ACCELERE
- AURELIEN PRADIE, L'OUTSIDER QUI VEUT COMPTER FAGES 4, 5 ET LEDITORIAL

Les stations de ski se mettent a ’heure

de la sobriété energétigue

ner le rencuvellement. En
cas de second tour, le nom
du nouveau patron du parti
sera connu dimanche 11 dé
cembre au soir.

Au ceeur
du QG

de la police
judiciaire
parisienne

La PJ a quitté le mythique 36,

PRODUCTION qual des Orfevres il v a cing

. ans pour s'installer dans des
Dans la banlieue locaux bien plus modernes, le
de Madrid. Bastion. Brigade des mineurs,
Netflix construit Stups, traque des hackeurs..

un Hollywood
EUuropeern pace 28

CHAMPS

ALEXANDRE b RCHL PHOTORGR

Le Figaro s'est immiscé dans
le quotidien de ces enquéteurs
chevronnés qui s"adaptent
quotidiennement aux nouvel

les méthodes des criminels.
Avec un taux d'élucidation de

3 R y = 64 %, I'institution représente
| [ } ‘S , ) . . . " - L plus que jamais la fine fleur de
= e Hausse des prix des forfaits, ralentissement des télécabines, production de neige artificielle optimisée... la police francaise,
- Un entretien Les stations s"adaptent pour absorber le quadiuplement de leur facture d’électricité. PAGE22 PAGES10ET11
s Gvec
*.%  Jean-Claude
T Michéa EDITOR].AL par ¥ves Thréard ythreard®@lefigarofr .
« La tribune .
e Thierry Lentz Droite dans ses bottes
Jsle gl - droite frangai ich ri le porter haut et fort sur |
' adroile lrangalse a un passc, riche our Lincarner, e wrier naut € lort sur les
de Matlueu et glorieux. lF:Zlh: doit rlln-;-,mmrmuis.‘;c Eﬁtmdcﬁ rne;'-climiqu]-:s;.
Bock-Cate trowver un avenir, objectif urgent  En 2027, Emmanuel Macron n'aura pas le

PAGES 18ET19

ARC OUI

et impérieux pour elle. Le week-
end pr_r)f_"hrlin, [ s2 donnera un
nouveau chef. Eric Ciotti, Aurélien Pradié
et Bruno Retailleau sont sur la ligne de dé

droit de se représenter. La bataille pour lui
succéder au centre s’annonce vive. Sans
doute le filon «et de droite et de gauche »
sera-t-il usé. Alors pourquei monter

FICARO NON part, Le gagnant aura le destin du parti LR aujourd’hui sur un bateau qui prend déja

. entre ses mains. La mission n'est pas sim , I'eau? La gauche
Reéponses a la question ple. Elle requiert autorité et habilete. Le partl LR fait certes du
de vendredi : Entre Emmanuel Macron et Marine Le Pen, bruit. Mais elle vit

Faut-il interdire
la trottinette
dans les grandes villes 7

NON aul
20% 80%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 101318

la droite LR semble aujourd’hui comme
perdue, Elle se cherche. Doit-elle &étre libe-
rale, nationale, sociale ? Depuls 2007 et Ni

colas Sarkozy, la victoire lui échappe. De
scrutin en scrutin, elle perd des plumes.
Elle a beau revendiquer I"héritage du géné-
ral de Gaulle, elle ne sait plus parler a tout
le monde, elle ne rassemble plus. Alors elle

doit arréter
de rougir

de ses illusions et,
au fil du temps,
ses divisions de
vraient devenir légion. Restent le Rassem-
blement national et I'abstention, qui en-
flent, I'un et "auire, sous Peffet du tsunami
de la défiance.

Il n'y a pas de fatalité, mais que des com

V'U@Eza'-uﬂ'-lfdhul ressasse, hésite et doute. Elle n’a plus  bats perdus quand on ne les livre pas. Deé-
s SUr lefigarofr confiance en elle, gradation des services publics, de la dette,
= Faut-il réintégrer La droite LR a pourtant des atouts :  de l'insécurite, de 'immigration, de 'éco

0108 -1126- F: 3,20 €
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les soignants qui ont
refusé de se faire vacciner
contre le Covid?

FRAMCESCA MANTIRAM- EDITIING
GALLIMARD : SEVENONETHAEE ;
LLUSTRATION FABIEN CLAIREFOND

1000 adhérents - plus qu'aucune autre
formation -, la majorité au Sénat, 62 depu-
tés et une implantation territoriale a nulle
autre pareille. Qui dit mieux dans le paysa-
ge politique actuel 7 N'empéche, il lui man

que un projet solide. Et surtout quelqu’un

le.. Qui a les solutions? La droite LR pas
moins que les autres, Elle doit arréter de
rougir. Elle a quatre ans pour se construire
une identité et se donner un visage. Qua-
tre ans pour se remettre bien droite dans
ses bottes! @
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