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News
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# The Biden administration
s offering to buy oil at fixed
future prices to refill the na-
tion's emergency’
reserve, but oil companies are
wary of boosting output. Al

# China’s GDP expanded
by 3.9% in the third gquar-
ter as the country bounoced
back modestly from erip-
pling Covid lockdowns in
the spring. A8

# The Nasdag has quietly
halted listings of small-cap
Chinese companies after a
series of meteoric run-ups
and dramatic collapses in
IPOs this yvear. B1

Chinese President Xi Jinping, shown Sunday inside Beijing's Great Hall of the People.

Xi Extends
His Control
Over China

Leader sidelines rivals
and elevates no clear
successor as he takes
a third five-year term

By Kerms ZaAl
Anp Caom Hanw Wone

SINGAPORE—China’s Xi Jin-
ping embarked Sunday on his
third term with his rivals out
of the way and no clear suc-
cessor in sight, deepening his
control over the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy as the
country’s  maost  formidable
leader since Mao Zedong.

Mr. Xi, 69 years old, received
a third five-wear termn as the
Communist Party’'s general sec-
retary, emenging first as China’s
new  seven-man  leadership
strode onto a red-carpeted dais
inside Beijing's Great Hall of the
People on Sunday. That followed
a closed-door conclave of abour
370 senior officials.

The lineup of the new Polit-
buro Standing Committee, the
inner sanctum of power in
China, was dominated by Mr.
xi's allies and protégés, though
none of them with the combi-

nation of age and experience
that would mark them out as a
viable successor

By extending his rule with-
out any heir apparent, Mr. Xi
has effectively obliterated the
party’s decadeslong efforts to
ensure regular leadership sue-
cession and prevent a return
o Mao-style dictatorship.
While the party doesn't set
term limits on its top political
office, Mr. Xi is breaking with
the 10-year leadership cycle
set by his predecessor.

Since taking power in 2012,
Mr. Xi has reversed the party’s
embrace of collective keadership,
concentrated decision-making
authority in his own hands and
scrapped constitutional term
limits on the presidency.

se  power plays  also
swept aside officials once seen
Please turn fopage A9

Power Play
# China's GDP grows 3.9% in
rebownd._..
* Loyalists make up new
leaders.

posing a T
the 1.5, retailing titans, BL
* Rising U.S. interest
rates and the surging daol-
lar are creating problems
for riskier companies in
Asia that had flocked to the
U.S. dollar-denominated
bond market when yields
were much lower. BL
# Died: Dietrich Mateschitz,
Austrian entrepreneur who
made Red Bull energy drink
a glohal sensation, 78. B3
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# Xi Jinping cemented h
status as China's most l'm'rni
dable leader since Mao Ze-
dongbymndmglnslerm
as Cormmunist Party
into a second r.lecar.le alldde—
to elevate a clear po-
tential successor. Al AB-9
* The new slate of China's
top leaders, packed with al-
lies of Xi, has some econo-
mists fearing a further ero-
sion of checks on the power
of a Chinese leader. A8

UK. Chancellor
of the Excheguer Rishi Sunak
rook a ma}o\rsaeptmuanlbe—
ocoming Britain's rvext prime
minister after his main rival
for the job Boris Johnson
pulled out the race. AL
# U.S. schools this year re-
corded the largest-ever
drop in math scores, with
fourth- and eighth-grade
students in nearly every
state showing significant
declines, according to Eda-
cation Department data. A3

southwestemn ULS. border
reached an all-time high. A3
4 The eriminal tax-fraud
trial of the Trump Organi-
zation is set to begin with
jury selection Monday. A3
#+ With less than three
weeks left in Charles Ret-
tig"s term as [RS commis-
sioner, Biden hasn't picked
anyone to succeed him. AS
# Iran's labor unions are
helping antigovernment
protests maintain monmen-
tum by calling for strikes
at oil facilities, schools
and factories. AlS
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Markets Eye Lackluster Earnings

By Hanran Miao

Early results from the
third-quarter earnings season
haven't provided much com-
fort to jittery investors.

While some corporate lead-
ers noted glimmers of hope
for consumers and the econ-
omy, many have reported a
hast of challenges to profits,
including persistent inflation,
rising interest rates and a gen-
erational surge in the dollar
that has pressured revenue
generated overseas.

So far, fewer companies than
usual are beating Wall Street’s

earnings expectations. With
about 20% of companies in the
S&P 500 having reported third-
guarter results, 72% hawe
topped analysts’ consensus
earnings estimates, according
to FactSet. That is below the
five-year average of F7%.
Imvestors also are punishing
corporations  that miss the
mark. Shares of S&FP 500 com-
panies that have underper-
formed Wall Street’s earnings
expectations have slipped 4.7%
on average in the two days be-
fore their report through the
two days after, according to
FactSet. That compares with

the five-year average of 2.2%.

Even some earnings beats
aren’t wowing investors as
much as usual. Tesla Inc., for
example, topped consensus
earnings estimates, yet shares
dropped 6.7% in the session
after the electric-wehicle
maker’s report.

“The bar was set really low
going into earnings season,”
said Gene Goldman, chief in-
wvestment officer at Cetera In-
vestment Management. “We
were hoping for easier beats
because everything had been
revised lower, but the earnings
releases we're seeing now have

not been that great.”

The guarterly reporting pe-
ricdd marks the latest test for
stocks battered by this years
brutal market conditions. De-
clining bond prices and surging
yields have recalibrated inves-
tors' appetite for riskier assets.
Thix S&P 500 is on pace for its
wiorst year since the 2007-08 fi-

Please furn fo page A2

4 Outlook: Rate-effect lag adds
to puzzle for Fed ... Az

+ Companies’ inflation
strategies diverge.... ... Bl

* Apple, Meta and McDonald's
headline week's earnings.... B3

Average share price change
for S&P 500 companies that
have beat or missed
consensus analyst estimates®

30 2022

NEamings beat
| BEamings miss
2019 20 71 22

Twea days bafore earmings: relasso throush two

Orders for Cocaine,
Deaths by Fentanyl

Mew Yorkers texted same delivery service

By MarcoTr PAaTRICK

NEW YORK—Ross Mtangi,
a trading executive at Credit
Suisse Group AG, left his
Manhattan penthouse in
March 2021 with his laptop
and told his pregnant part-
ner he was going to work.

He checked into a nearby
hotel and tuned in to work
calls, Later, he texted for co-
caine from a drug delivery
service. A man wearing a
baseball cap, cross-body bag
and face mask appeared on
hotel surveillance,

Mr. Mtangi, 40 years old,
missed a follow up meeting.
His sister and her partner
found him dead at the hotel

the next day. Police found on
a table translucent black
bagegies that contained lethal
fentanyl mixed in with the
cocaine.

In the East Village, first-
vear lawwer Julia Ghahra-
. 26, texted the same
dcll'\ﬂ:r’b‘ service the same
day. She also died. She had
just started her career re-
motely at Akin Gump Strauss
Hauer & Feld LLP

Social worker Amanda
Scher, 38, did the same. She
died in the Greenwich Village
apartment she shared with
her Chihuahua-Corgi rescue
dog. It was a stone’s throw
from where she had received

Picase turn to page AlD

INSIDE

BRClS

JORATHEN EACHWAN REUTERS

WORLD NEWS
Executive held for
wyears in Wenezuelan
prison describes his
ordeal a8

SPORTS
The World Series is
set: Philadelphia
Phillies vs. Houston
Astros. A14

By Max COLCHESTER

LONDON—Former LK.
Chancellor of the Excheguer
Rishi Sunak took a step towand
becoming the country’s next
prime minister after his main
rival for the job, Boris John-
som, pulled out of the race on
Sunday ewvening, awverting a
head-to-head contest between
the two men that had threat-
ened to split the ruling Con-
servative Party and further
roil financial markets.

The decision by Mr. John-
son—who was forced to step
down as prime minister and
party leader owver the summer
after a series of scandals—
leaves Mr. Sunak as the heavy

Johnson Quits Race
For U.K. Leader,
Giving Sunak Edge

favorite to replace Liz Truss in
the top job,

Ms. Truss, who took office
Sept. 6, said last week she was
quitting after her economic

program imploded, making her
rhe :-hortva-r ‘:ervmg prime

date for her position is Penny
Mordaunt, the leader of the
House of Commons.

The contest could be over
by Monday afternoon, when
candidates need to secure at
least 100 nominations from
fellow Tory lawmakers to
stand as leader of the party.
On Sunday, Mr. Sunak had at
least 128 public backers, while

Please turn topage AS

New Owners of Feral Dogs Hope
For Fido, End Up With Cujo

Israel’s 33,000 strays test those who
adopt them: “VEEERRY difficult dog”

By Dov LIEBER

TEL AVIV—After hours of
training, Olly has learned to
bound, tail wagging, toward his
owners when called. But the
big shagmy pooch still some-

times growls in a back-off-pal

warning when owner Hai
Linzen touches him.
“It's a bit like hawv-
ing a grumpy teen-
ager,” said Mr. Linzen,
who describes Olly as a
mixed breed, part Dr. Jo-

Good bay?

kyll, part Mr. Hyde.

Israel is a dog-friendly coun-
try, but a lot of its canines
aren’t very sociable. An esti-
mated 23,000 strays wander
the country, including feral Fi-
dos raised without human help
beyond the scrap-rich trash
=== dumps where theyv feed.

My belongs to a gen-
erational litter of feral
x pets adopted by people
9 seeking to turn them
from churlish to
Please turn to page AIO0

Biden Plan to Refill Oil Reserves
Raises Doubts About Production

By BENOIT MORENNE

After releasing the most oil
vet from the LS. emergency
petroleum reserve, the Biden
administration is signaling it
will refill soon, a multibillion-
dollar undertaking that it
hopes will rouse sluggish do-
mestic drilling activiry.

The pitch is likely to be a
hard sell for many domestic
producers, industry executives
and analysts said. “It™s a little
bit more [complex] than this,™
said Olivier Le Peuch, chief ex-
ecutive of cil-field services
company Schlumberger Lid.

On Wednesday, President

Biden said for the first time
that the Energy Department
would begin purchasing oil to
refill the U.S. Strategic Petro-
lewm Reserve when oil prices
are $67 to $72 per barrel, or
less. Officials also said the de-
partment has made a final rule
that would allow it to purchase
crude at a fixed future price,
which they hope would en-
courage producers to  drill
more,

Energy executives and ana-
Iysts expressed doubts the plan
wrould spur a large increase in
production in the short term.
Many oil companies are wary
of locking in sales when com-

modity markets hawve swung
wiildly. They hope to capture
high oil prices while they are
in place. Rising drilling costs
and pressure from investors to
limit production and return ex-
cess cash to shareholders are
also dimming the outlook for
production growth, they said.
As he said his administra-
tion would refill the reserve,
Mr. Biden said an additional
draw of 15 million barrels is to
be delivered in December,
completing a sale of 180 mil-
lion barrels he ordered earlier
this year to temper soaring oil
prices. The Energy Department
Please turn to page A4
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Power play
Russia steps up
energy attacks

Firefightars in the Rivie region of west-
ern Uloraine work to extinguish a blaze
at an energy infrastructure site that had
oo struck by a Russian missile attack
this weekend.

Russian forces have fired dozens of
oruise missiles at Ulraine's power infra-
stracture in the latest phase of the eight-
monthwar,

Kyiv officials said the barrage was the
most intense yet in a campaign that
started earlber this month with the aim
of depleting Ukraines power stations
and other infrastructure before winter.

Kyrylo Tymoshenkn, deputy head of
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's
administration, said the strikes had cat
off electricity for nearly 1.5mn people.
Ukraine has introduced rolling black-
outs in cities and towns with officials
estimating Uhal 30- 40 per cent ol gemer-
ation capacity has besn damaged.
Energy crisls page 2
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Xi confirms growing hold over China
after unveiling of loyalist senior team

& Most significant leader since Mao e Precedent-breaking third term & Ex-rival prematurely retired

TOM MITCHELL — SINGAPORE
PRIMEQSE RIGRDAN

AMD GLOBIA LI — HOMG EONG
EYAN HCHORROW — SHANGHA|

Xi Jinping yesterday secured a
precedent-breaking third term in office
s head of the Chinese Communist party
and unveiled a new leadership team
packed with boyalists, consalidating his
grip on power.

At the climax of the party’s congress,
which is held every five yearsto appoint
lits leaders, }iwalked on 1o a red carpet
irailed by the officials who will siton his
seven-member Politharo Standing
Committee, The announcement came 3
dary after his former rival premier Li
Keqiang had been prematurely retired
o the party’s top ranks.

Mare than 2,200 delegates to the con-

) ‘\
The selling spree that set
banks on massive gilt trip

Britain's B-fated September ‘mine
Budget and Its prospect of unifunded
fax cuts put same perslon schemes,
which ivwest heavily in soversign
bands, at risk of default when they
ware farced to ditch assets. But they
were not the cnly posential victims.
Thee: use by high-street banks of
‘reverse repd’, by which they lend cash
1o pension funds Through corporata
Trazsurios and take povammant bonds
as collateral, akwo keft them exposod.
Bond market explosion - Facs 7

gress approved revisions to the party's
constitution that effectively proclaimed
Xi as Communist Ching's most imper-
tant leader since revolutionary hero
Maa Zedong, recognising him as “the
care of the whole party™,

i said his new team would “work dil-
igently in the performance of our duties
o prove ourselves warthy of the great
trust of the party and our people”™. He
also trumpeted the strength of China’s
economy and said its “strong funda

“This will speed up
decision-making, but there
will be a complete lack of
checks and balances’

mentals will not change®. Xi's zero-
Covid policy has dramatically slowed
ecanatmicgrawth.

Eswar Prasad, a China expert at Cor-
nell University, said the appointments
constitwted “quite a show of force by X"
Prasad added: “I see some dark days
ahead as Xi now turns 1o rallying the
country behind his muscular foreign
policy vision.”

“xi has scored a big victory in the con
stitutional revision,” said Willy Lam, a

y politics expert at the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Komng. “Everyone must
obey Xi Jinping. On the one hand this
will sped up decision-making, but on
the other hand, there will be a complete
lack of checles and balances.™

The committes’s four new members
are all X1 allies and include Shanghal

party boss Li Qiang, Beijing party chiel
Cai @i, Ding Muexiang and Li Xi, the
party's highest ranking official in the
southern Guangdong province. Their
rankings suggest Li Qlang will succeed
Li Kegiangas premier, although govern:
ment positions will not be confirmed
until parliament comvenes in

Anti-corruption tsar Zhao Leji and
ideclogical guru Wang Huning remain
on the Polithuro Standing Committee
bt wiill be given new portfolios.

“It represents 3 massive consolidation
of Xi's power that is unprecedented
since the Mo era.” said Neil Thomas,
senior China analyst at the consultancy
Eurasia Groa,

Earlier in the weekend Xi's predeces-
sor Hu Jintao, 79, was abruptly escorted
off the leadership rostrumn after am offi-

Sunak favourite for UK premiership
as Johnson scrabbles to meet numbers

SEGRGE PARKER — LONDON

Boris Jehnson was yesterday seeking
Conservative MPs' support for his
comeback bid as he tried to secure the
100 nominations needed to enter
today’s ballot to become Britain's next
prime minister.

Tory MPs must decide whether to pat
Johnson, who was forced out of office in
July after a serbes of scandals, on to the
ballat paper to succeed Lix Truss as the
party's leader. if more than one candi-
date gets over 1040 nominations, the two
with the most MPs" votes will face a run-
off poll of Tory party members later this
week.

kishi Sunak, former chancellor,
launched his candidacy yesterday and
became the clear Brvourite. By contrast,
Johnson gained only a handful of new

course af the day. By early evening he
hed 52 while Sunak had 137,

The former prime minister urged
Penny Mordaunt, the third candidate,
to sbandon her lesderchip bid and back
him. Mordaunt, who has fewer than 50
backers, told Johnson e could not unite:
the party, according to her supporters.

Johnson has made no public com-
ments, nor has he officially declared he
Is standing. His rivals claimed he could
pull cut of the contest if it looked impos-
sible to win enough backers. But one of
Johnson's most prominent supparters,
the business secretary Jacob Rees-
Mogg, insisted party members wanted
t return the former prime mindster to
Downing Street. “It's all systems go.” he
sl

Il neither Mordaunt nor johnson
secure 100 nominations by 2pm today,

and the country’s third prime minister
inamatter of weeks. He is seen by imves-
tors as the candidate with the mest eco-
nomic credibility. 1 have the wrack
record of delivery, o cear plan to fis the
biggest problems we face and 1 will
deliver on the promise of the 2005 mani
festn,” Sunak said.

Ini & blow to Johnson, Suslla Braver-
man, the former home secretary,
backed Sunak. James Cleverly, forelgn
secretary, backed Johnson. *Baris has
learned lessons from his time in Moo
and will ensure the focusis on the
of the country,” he said.

Steve Baker, former head of the pro-
Brexit European Research Group, salda
Johnson comeback shoubd be avobded at
all costs. “it's a guarantesd mailed-on
Failure — we cannat allow it to happen,”
e sabd.

publicly declared backers over the Sunak will become the next Tory leader  Lewds Baston page 17
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cial tried to lift him out of his seat.
China'’s Minhua news agency said that
Hu “insisted on attending the dosing
sesshon” but “was not feeling well ™, Vic-
tor Shih, a Chinese politics expert at the
University of California, San Diego, said
s exit was “simply astonishing™.

The congress declared that Xi'%s lead-
ership had “eliminated serious dangers
within the party, government and mili
tary” = a veiled reference to cormuption
during FHu's 10years in power,

X replaced more than half the mem-
bers of the 24-member polithurs. Manmy
mew appointees worked for him when
hie was a provincial party official, No
women were appointe:d.
Additioval reporting by Xinning Ly,

Nian Livi, Edvward White and Eleanor Olcott
Meews & ARlYSIS Dage &
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EXPERT LEVEL
SPEAKERS CONFIRMED

Briefing

» Top Biden adviser argues
US can avoid recession

The US econonTy s resilient
enmagh to avold a recession,
accoeding to President joe Biden's
Lip ecomamic sdviser, despite the
threat from inflation and rising
Imterest rates.— Pace

= Bonises keep flowing
Executives at some leading US
companies will keep earning big
bonuses, despite falling share
walues, after boards relaxed the
rubes.on incentive plans.— PacE &

» Tech revenues sct to fall
some of the world's bigsest tech
companies are expected o report
a sharp slowdown in revennes
this week, spurring a renswed

focizs on their costs.— pact &

= Yen support put at $30bn
Japan is estimated to hawve spent
mare than $30bn Lt week to
suppart the yen after the
urverey fell t.a T3 year low
against the dollar,— rase «

» Goldman split on Marcus
The decision by Goldman Sachs
o step back from its consumer
bank Marcus reportedly followed
disagreement between boss David
Solomon and executives.— FaGE B

» Crossword and Lex
The Lex column and the FT
crossword can be found inside
todday.— Az
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Late Edition
Today, clowdy, a bit of rain in the
morning, high 65 Tonight, partly
cloudy, low 55 Tomerrow, clouds
and sunshine, showers around, high
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Johnson Ends
Comeback Bid
As Rival Rises

Path Clears in the Race
to Lead Britain

By MARK LANDLER

LONDON — Boris Johnson
pulled our of the race to succeed
Liz Truss as Britain's prime min
ister on Sunday evening, ending a
quixotic bid toreclaim a job he bost
three months ago amid a cascade
of scandals, and leaving his rival,
Rishi Sunak, in a commanding po-
to be the country's next

leader.

Tlmr::aulloflhccmucst weill not
be known un ay afternoon
at the ear] |est. and there is sti
room for further twists, Mr. John-
son did not endorse Mr. Sunak,
and another ambitious candidate,
Penny Mordaunt, remains in the
hunt. But Mr. Johnson’s withdraw-
al removes much of the suspense
from arace that was shaping up as
an epic battle between the former
prime minister and his onetime
chancellor

Mr. Johnson said he believed he
had a path to victory, even though
the BEC estimated he had lined up
the public support of only 57 Con-
servative lawmakers. It was well
short of the threshold of 100 re-
quired o be on the ballot, though
he claimed he had 102 votes.

Whatewver the case, he said in a
staterment, “1 have sadly come to
the conclusion that this would
simply not be the right thing to
o

r. Johnson, 58, said he did not
believe that e could govern effec-
vely withowt a Conserva-
tive Party in Parliament. Despite
what he said were his efforts to
reach out to Mr. Sunak and Ms.
Mordaunt o create some kind of
umity tichket, “we have sadly not

en able o work out a way o do
this.”

Mr. Johnson's departure ends a
feverish three days following Ms.
Truss's resignation in which he
once again g public atten-
tion and dominated the political
conversation. But his campaign
never really gained momenim.
Party leaders threw their support
nd Mr. Sunak as a better op-
tion to try to unify a divided party
and put the chaos of the last few
months — much of it caused by
Mr. Johnson — behind i

For Mr. Sunak, the 42-year-old
son of Indian immigrants, the
dizzying events appeared to cap a
remarkable turnarcund in his for-
tunes, In September, he lost his
leadership bid to Ms. Truss in a
wote of the party's members, de-
Continwed on Page AL

Sunak’s Vision,
Once Ignored,
Now Lifts Him

By ESHE NELSON

LONDON — Rishi Sunak would
have every right to be smug.

Throughout the summer, Mr.
Sunak, Britain’s former finance
minister — and now the front-run-
ner for prime mini r — warned
against the economic policies of
Liz Truss as he competed with her
for the navion's top job, and then
lost. From the first television de-
bate, when he descri her plans
as a “fairy tale," to the final days of
the contest, when he said he
“struggled to see” how Ms. Truss's
tax cuts and spending plans would
“add up,” he sounded the alarm.

For the past six weeks, Mrn
Sunak has been lying low as his
economic predictions have played
out at a dizzying speed. Investors
balked at Ms. Truss's widespread
tax cuts and inereased borrowing;
the pound slumped; government
borrowing costs soared ; the mort-
gage market was upended; and
the central bank had to intervene.
After just 44 days as prime min-
ister, Ms. Truss resigned last week

Continued on Page AID
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Finding Camaraderie in Recovery

At an old medical center in western Ukraine, war amputees are forming a community as they adjust to their new lives, Page AG-7.

DAVID: CATTTES

In Third Term,
Xi Strengthens
Grip on Power

This article is by Chris Buckley,
Keith Bradsher and Chang Che,

When China's leader, Xi J
ping, led six dark-suited men onw
a bright red stage on Sunday, the
scale of his victory became clear
as ome by one he introduced the
country's new ruling inner circle.
Each was an acolyte of Mr Xi,
making his grip over China’s fu-
ture tighter than ever.

Mr Xis groundbreaking third
term as leader, following a week-
long Communist Party congress,
was entirely expected. But even
seasoned observers who thought
that they had taken the full meas-
ure of Mr. Xi have been astonished
by how thoroughly he shook up
the party's top tiers.

“He was dominant already and
is even more dominant now,” said
Dali Yang, a professor at the Uni-
wersity of Chicago who researches
Chinese politics. “He owns i

M Xi has stacked the Politburo
Standing Committee, the party’s
top body, with his loyalists. Hehas
also appointed to the
leadership a number of -du'must)c
security officials, military com-
manders, ideclogues, engineers
and technocrats, underscoring his
ambition of accelerating Chinas
rise as a military and technolog-
ical superpower — while keeping
it under unyielding Communist
Party control.
the world, this may portend
a China newly energized to pursue
Mr. Xi's agenda. Beijing is likely to
remain defiant in the face of inter-
national criticism of its hard-line
secking greater self-
Ccy in strategic technolo-
gies. It wants o become the pre-
eminent military force in the re-
gion and to strongly assert its
claim owver Taiwan. At the con-
ress, Mr. Xi also said that China
would promote its own initiatives
to solve global development and
security problems.

To the party's supporters and
many people in China, Mr Xis
centralized  control can be a
strength. The party has pushed
images showing how the pan-
fl?mlc devastated other countries.
i has contrasted the vast mo-
h| ing capacity of the Chinese
state with what he calls the “chaos
of the West™

“Athird term for Xi Jinping very
much represents continuity in ail
of China's current policies, unlike
the United States” flip-flopping

Continued on Page A12

Suspicion and Blame as Their America Vanishes

By MICHAEL H. KELLER

and DAVID D KIRKPATRICK

When Representative  Troy
Mehls of Texas voted last year o
reject Donald 1. Trump's electoral
defeat, many of his constituents
back home in Fort Bend County
woere thrilked.

Like the former president, they
have been unhappy  with  the
changes unfol g around them.
Crime and sprawl from Houston,
the big city next door, have been
spilling over into their once bu-
colic towns. (“Build a wall" Mr
Nehls likes to say, and make Hous-
ton pay) The county in recent
years has become one of the na-
tion's most diverse, where the for-
mer white majority has fallen o
just 30 percent of the population,

DEMOCRACY CHALLENGED
Wohere Election Dowbt Thrives

Don Demel, a 61-year-old sales-
man who turned out last month to
pick up a signed copy of a book by
Mr. Mehls about the supposedly
stolen election, sald his parents
had raised him “colorblind” But
the reason for the discontent was
clear: Other white people in Fort
Bend “did not like c:ertam people
coming here” id. “Tt's race.
They are old-schoo

A shrinking white share of the
population is a hallmark of the
congressional districts held by the
House Republicans who voted to
challenge Mr Trump's defeat, a
Mew York Times analysis found —
a pattern political scientists say

shows how white fear of losing
status shaped the movement to
keep him in power.

The portion of white residents
dropped about 35 percent maore
over the last three decades in

those districts than in territory

represented by other  Repubdi
cans, the analysls found, and con
stituents also lagged behind in in-
come and education. Rates of so-
called deaths of despair, such as
suicide, drug overdose and alco-
hol-relaved liver failure, were no-
tably higher as well.

Although overshadowed by the
assault on the Capitol on Jan. 6,
20621, the House vote that day was
the most consequential of Mn
Trump's ploys Lo overturm the
election. It cast doubt on the cen-

Contirued on Page A 18
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Richmond, Texas, in Fort Bend County, where the former white majority has fallen to 30 percent.

TESTING REVEALS
ALARMING DROP
IN MATH SKILLS

READING ALS0O SUFFERS

Most
Yet of the Pandemic’s
Mark on Students

Definitive Picture

SARAH MERVOSH
and ASHLEY WU

LS, students in most states and
across almost all demographic
groups have experienced trou-
bling setbacks in both math and
reading, according to an authori-
tative national exam released on
Monday, offering the maost defini-
tive indictrment yet of the
demic's impact on  millions od‘
schoolchildren.

In math, the results were espe-
cially devastating, representing
the steepest declines ever re-
corded on the exam, the National
Assessment of Educational
Progress, known as the nation’s
report card, which tests a broad
sampling of fourth and eighth
graders and dates to the early
19905,

In the test's first results since
the pandemic began, math scores
for eighth graders fell in nearly
every state. A meager 26 percent
of eighth graders were proficient,
doram from 34 percent in 2008,

Fourth graders fared only
slightly better, with declines in 41
states. Just 36 percent of fourth
graders were proficient in math,
doram from 41 percent.

Reading scores also declined in
more than half the states, continu-
ing a downward trend that had be-
gun even before the pandemic, Mo
state showed sizable improve-
ment in reading. And only about
one in three students met profi-
ciency standards, a designation
that means students have demon-
strated competency and are on
track for future success,

And for the country’s most vul-
nerable students, the pandem
has left them even further behind.
The drops in their test scores were
aften more propounced, and their
climbs to proficiency are now that
miuch more dasnting.

“I want to be very clear: The re-
sults in toeday's nation™s report
card are appalling and unaccept-
able” said Miguel Cardona, the
secretary of education. “This is a
maorment of vruth for education.
How we respond to this will deter-
mine not only our recovery, but
our mnation’s standing in the
workd.”"

The exam, which is adminis-
tered by federal officials and is
considered more rigorous than
many stare tests, sampled nearly
450,000 fourth and eighth graders
in maore than 10,000 schools be-
tween January and March. The re-
sults are detailed for each state, as
well as more than two dozen large
school districts.

The findings raise significant
questions about where the coun-
try goes from here. Last year, the
federal government made its larg-
est single investment in American
schools — $123 billion, or about
52,400 per student — to help stu-
dents catch up. School districts
were required to spend at least 200
pel cent of the money on academic

owvery, a threshold some ex-
Continued on Page AL4

Ryan, Stressing

By MATT FLEGENHEIMER

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Tim Ryvan
is the kind of candidate who ap-
pears to put somee thought invo ap-
pearing to put no thought into ap-
pearances.

His daily uniform exudes well-
practiced campaign casual: an
Ohio State hoodie on game day: a
T-shirt fromn Dropkick Murphys,
the union-minded Celtic punk

‘Ohio’ Over ‘Democrat,’” Puts Senate Race in Play

band, for a recent speech at an
AFL-C.ILO. gathering. where he
took the stage to Metallica's "En-
ter Sandman™; untied white Nikes
for a canvass kickoff in the capital,
laced tastefully days later for a
condolence visit to a Toledo union
hall.

His stump speech is a hits reel
befitting an eastern Ohioc con-
gressman, as if culled from the
down-home liner notes of a
Springsteen track about the in-

dustrial Midwest.

.\-ry gmnqrmller was @ steel-
worke .

I'm mmpummng Sfor the ex-
hausted majority

“Star of the high school football

-}

Maost political races are abour
authenticity on some level: who
tries too hard, who does not try
hard enough, who can read the
electorate without staring. Mrn

Ryan, 49, has made Ohio perhaps
the country’s unlikeliest Senate
battleground by taking this prem-
ise to its logical extreme.

He is seeking to depict his Re-
publican opponent, J, D, Vance,
the author and venture capitalist
made famous by a memodir of Llife
in Appalachia, as something of a
paolitical fabulist — a playacting
fraud (“Uncomfortable in Flan-
mel” the text flashes in one attack

Corttinued on Page AIS

INTERNATIONAL Ad-12
Israel Votes, Again

NATIONAL A15-20

Trump Business Under Threat

To regain power, Benjamin Netanyahu
will likely need the support of Itamar
Ben-Gvir, a far-right leader. BAGE AlZ

Saudi ‘Davos in the Desert”

Some top U.S. business leaders are
headed Lo the conference, but Biden
officials are staying away. PAGE AlL

The Trump Organization’s trial on tax
fraud and other charges begins Monday
in Manharttan, raising questions about
the future of the former president's
family business. PAGE A17

A Challenge for the Mayor

Eric Adams, the mayor of New York
City, has struggled 1o address the arriv-
al of thousands of migrants on buses,
and he has received criticism from

BUSINESS B1.7

ARTS Cl1.6

On Hoping for Magic

Martyna Majok, whose play “Cost of
Living~ is now on Broadway, talks about
“the precarity of lfe” PAGE C1

SPORTS D1.8

Staving Off a Heating Crisis
The Netherlands® central location and
web of gas pipelines could keep Europe
warm as Russia cuts supplies.  PAGE Bl

Phillies Make World Series
Philadelphia, the last team to qualify for
the N.L. playoffs, celebrated not long
after Bryce Harpers homer brought a

OBITUARIES A22.23

Political and Spiritual Leader . every cormer, PAGE AL 4-3 wictory over the Padres. PAGE Di
Starbucks Stalemate As a Democratic Party boss and a city Like Tracy and Hepburn
The company moved to contain the councilman, the Rev. Louis Gigante A new film and other team-ups show OPINION A24-25 | || "I ”I” | Il” ||||||I|I
labor push. Mow, organizers seek to helped build thousands of affordable the onscreen chemistry of George
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Water
bills soar,
and many
can’t pay

Newsom vetoes a rate
assistance program for
low-income families.

The problem will only
geT WOrse, EXPETLs say.

By Dorany PINEDA

Several months ago. Ro-
sario Rodriguez faced a fi-
nancial dilemma that has
become all too common for
millions of drought-weary
Californians — either pay
the electric bill, which had
skyrocketed to about S300
during a scorching summer
inwestern Fresno County, or
pay the $220 combined wa-
ter, sewer and trash bill.

“Our water is expensive,
even though we can't drink i
because it’s contaminated,
Rodriguez said in Spanish.

In the end. Rodriguez

opted not to pay the electric
bill from May to July, know-
ing she could get help from
the Fresno Economic Op-
portunities Commission, a
local nonprofit, Mo such as-
sistance that she Knew of
was available for water.
For a family of four living
off $25,000 a y¥ear. a water bill
ofmore than $200 a monthis
an economic burden. MNow,
with 1in 10 California house-
holds falling into arrears on
water payments, calls are
mounting for the state to
step inand help.

“If we had a water dis-
count, we'd have alittle extra
money for food or to buy our
daughters clothes, shoes
and other things they need
for school,” said Rodriguez,
whase family rents a home in
the rural, unincorporated
community of El Porvenir.

The Rodriguez family is
among an estimated 132 mil-
lion Californians living in
low-income households who
bear the brunt of soaring wa-
ter costs, experts say.

Although the state has
declared that all residents
have a right to clean, safe
and affordable drinking wa-
ter, officials have yet to make

[See Water, A1Z]

An overcrowded
housing problem
Solving the crisis in
LA requires more
building and more
subsidios, experts say.
CALIFORNLA, Bi

Chargers can’t
stop Seahawks
Despite Austin Ekel-
er's two touchdowns,
Seattle ends L.A.'s
winning streak, 37-23.
SPORTS, D1

Netflix may add
games to library
Streaming platform
sees video games as the
future. Do developers
have a reason to be
wary? CALENDAR, E1

Weather
Lots of sun.
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GOV. GAVIN NEWSO0OM, left, touted California’s economic growth during his debate with state Sen. Brian
Dahle, who blamed MNewsom's policies for high gas prices, struggling schools and cost-of-living problems.

COLUMN ONE

A story of life and death row

arvis Jay Masters says he

Enew little about the mur-

der of a correctional officer

two levels below his cell in

San Quentin State Prison.
But then another inmate — his
superior in the violent Black
Guerrilla Family gang — ordered
him to copy a set of notes detail-
ing the deadly conspiracy.

Marjorie Burchfield says she
found out about the murder from
aknock at the door. a hushed
conversation and her step-
mother’s wails in the middle of
the night. She didn't need details
to Know her father was dead.
It was June 1985, and correc-

tional Sgt. Hal Burchfield, a
37-year-old father of five, had

A San Quentin State
Prison guard’s 1985
fatal stabbing still
ripples through time
in the lives of his

children and an

inmate seecking a final
chance at freedom

By Kevin Rector

been stabbed in the chest while
making rounds at the state's
oldest and most notorious lockup
an San Francisco Bay.

Inmates would later describe
the weapon as a San Quentin
special: a piece of metal bed
frame, sharpened and attached
to the end of a makeshift spear
formed from tightly rolled news-
paper. One of the notes Masters
sayvs he copied — known as “kites™
for the way they are thrown be-
tween levels on string — bragged,
with a smiley face, that the
spear’s tipwas so sharp it could
“chop aT-bone."

In the ensuing months and
vears, the Kites, clearly in

[ See Death row, AG]

latimes.com

Dahle,
Newsom
trade
barbs at

debate

Gowvernor candidates
clash over economy,
homelessness and
abortion in race that
has been mostly quiet.

By Tar¥nN Luna
AND Hanwan WILEY

SAN FRANCISCO —
Gov. Gavin Newsom and
state Sen. Brian Dahle
clashed over gas prices,
homelessness and abortion
rights during the only de-
bate between the two guber-
natorial candidates in an
otherwise sleepy race for the
most powerful post in the
state of California.

Newsom is expected to
win a second term in the No-
vember election against the
Republican farmer from ru-
ral Northern California, who
hammered the governor on
Sunday for focusing more on
his national ambitions than
fixing the problems vexing
the state.

“The governor is focused
on his message to America,™
Dahle said. “Californians are
Meeing California for one
reason — because they can't
afford to live here — and he's
out of touch with everyday,
hardworking, middle-class
Californians.™

The matchup, hosted by
KQED onasunny day in San
Francisco, marked one of
the few times Newsom has
acknowledged his oppo-
nent’s existence since the
contest began. In the some-
times intense debate, New-
som cast the state senator

[See Debate, Al12]

By SusaNNE RusT

A deadly new threat may be on the hori-
zon for gray whales — a species already suf-
fering from a mysterious decline in popula-
tiom.

For the first time in known history, orcas
have been observed in the grays’ Mexican
refuge: the warm, shallow lagoons of the Baja
Feninsula, where the 40-plus-foot leviathans
2o to call, nurse and mate in peace. Until now,

CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times
A GRAY WHALE calf and its mother swim near a boat in Laguna San Ignacio in
Baja California, Mexico. Killer whales have visited the area at least twice this year.

Is peril lurking in those pods?

Predatory orcas breach a gray whale refuge in Baja

conservationists had considered the area a
shelter for gray whales from shipping. fish-
ing gear and Killer whales — the ocean’s apex

predator.

According to reports from researchers
and local fMishermen, Laguna San Ignacio
has been visited by orcas twice this year.

©One pod showed up in January and was
videotaped fatally attacking two resident
bottlenose dolphins. They may have also

[See Orcas, AB]

More antisemitic
hateseenin .. A.

Demonstrators give
Mazi salutes behind a
405 Freeway banner
endorsing remarks
made by Kanye West.

By KEVIN RECTOR

Kanye West's weeks-long
spate of antisemitic com-
ments drew a well-known
hate group to Los Angeles
over the weekend lor a dem-
onstration of SUpport on a
405 Freeway overpass, rais-
ing alarms from local offi-
cials and residents that the
rapper’s rhetoric was inspir-
ing more public bigotry.

West. also known as Ye,
has attracted widespread
eriticism and was locked out
ofhis Instagram and Twitter
accounts in recent weeks for
comments online and in TV
interviews espousing anti-
semitic conspiracy theories
that have spurred hate and
wviolence against Jewish peo-
ple in the past — including
that they have outsized
power and influence in the
media. In addition to freez-

ing his social media ac-
counts, West's
have drawn publi
that he lose lucrative en-
dorsements and further
threatened his waning ce-
lebrity cachet.

On  Saturday, demon-
strators gave Nazi salutes as
theyv stood behind a large
overpass banner that read,
“Hanye is right about the
Jews.” according to images
collected by antidiscrimina-
tion organizations and Jew-
ish residents appalled by the
ETIOUp’'s Imessage.

“It"s NOL just word. said
Sam Yebri. a lawyer and
former Anti-Defamation
League board member who
lives in Westwood and took
Lo Twitter to denounce the
event. “There is clearly a
connection to white suprerm-
acy and neo-Nazi move-
ments.™

Responding to the over-
pass demonstration, Las
Angeles County DMsSt. ALLy.
George Gasceon said Sunday
on Twitter that anti-
semitism cannot be toler-
ated and that he stands with
the Jewish community.

“We cannot tolerate the

[See Antisemitism, AS])

BUSINESS INSIDIE: Social media is still rife with election misinformation, critics say. A9

Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park

$610_u1221

AUSTRALLA

o hvr Bedeeame naa |




$610_u1221

@The Washing

PR i vy ) W A e Mihingen.

ton JJost

sU vl va va v

Clearing 65/58 » Tamorrow:

As covid
evolves. a
racial shift
in deaths

White people are now
more likely o die than
Black Americans. Why

BY ARKILAH JOHRNSON
AnD Dhanw KEATING

SOMERVILLE, TENN. — Skill Wil-
som had amaszed more than three
decades of knowledge as a para-
medic, first in Memphis and then
in Fayette County. Two places that
felt like night and day.

With only five ambulances in
the county and the nearest hospi-
tal as much as 45 minutes aw
Skill relished the clinical know-
how necessary to work in a rural
setting. Doing things like sedat-
ing patients to insert tubes into
their airways.

But when it came to covid-10,
despite more than 1 million
deaths nationwide, Skill and his
family fizlt their small town on the
central-eastern side of Fayette
County, with its flelds of grazing
cattle and rows of ocotton and
fewer than 200 covid deaths since
the start of the pandemic, was a
cocoon against the raging health
EmETEency.

“Itwas a lot easier to stay away
from others” his widow, Hollie
Wilson, said of the largely White
and predominantly conservative
eounty of about $2,000 residents,
“Less people. Less chance of ex-
posLre”

Covid seemed like other peo-
ple's problem — until it wasn't.

The imbalance in death rates
among the nations racial and
ethnic groups has been a defining
part of the pandemic since the
start. To see the pattern, The
Washington Post analyzed every
death during more than two
wvears of the pandemic. Early in
the crisis, the differing covid
threat was evident in places such
as Memphis and Fayette County,
Deaths were concentrated in
dense urban areas, where Black
people died at several times the

SEE CORONAVIRUS ON A6
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

“Its like he was in prison, excepl
even hardened criminals get sunlight and exvercise.”

Cheryl Chafos, mother of autistic teen Zach Chafos

MONDAY,

FAATT PACTLARY THE WASHIRGTON POST

Eefore she and her hnshand, Tim, lost their son Zach last year, Cheryl Chafos agonized over the otal of 76 days that the amtistic
Maryland

teen spent in a

A long wailt for a pre

An autistic teen needed mental health help. He spent weeks

BY WiLLram Wax

By his fourth week waiting for help
in the emergency room, Zachary Cha-
fos's skin had turned pale white from
lack of sun.

His mother, Cheryl Chafos, bathed
her autistic teenage son daily in the

shower, trying to serub the sickly
pallor off him. His father, Tim Chafos,
held the 18-year-old’s hand, trying to
soothe his son's pain and confusion

emergency room walting for a psychiatrie ed.

ious

over what was happening.

They'd brought Zach to Howard
County General Hospital on Now. 12,
3020, amid a severs mental erisis. All
his life, he'd been the joyful center of
their family. But after months of pan-
demic isclation, Zach had become
uncontrollably  angry  and  begun
physically assaulting his parents and
‘his younger brothers.

Now he amd his parents found
themselves in medical purgatory, wait-

CASE MANager

ing for psychiatric treatment that nev-
er seemed to ammive. Every day, Zach's

in the ER would call to

see if a psychiatric bed had opened up.
Every day, the answer wiss no,

In the state of Maryland, there are
roughly 1,040 licensed peychiatric
beds for adults in general and private
hospitals and another 240 for cf
dren and teens
almast always full.

The majority are

SEE WAITING 0O A22

Democt

Polls show Republican
gains amid concerns
over crime, the economy

BY MICHAEL SCHERER

The liberal Navigator public
tracking poll flashed a major
warning sign for Democrats in
mid-October, reporting a 20 per-
centage point jump since Septem-
ber in the share of independent
voters coneerned about the econ-
omy and gas prices.

That was not the only data
showing a tuming of the tide in
the battle for Congress. Regional
challenges had shown up in inter-
mal Democratic polls from deep
blue sanctums in the Pacific
MNorthwest, New York and even
Rhode Island, Democratic strat-
egists zay. Crime, & major focus of

IN THE NEWS

-ats fear ground
shifting under midter

¥ ELECTION 2022

n map

Hepublican advertizsing, has also
risen s o major issue in several

-aces.

Candidates say they have felt
t'lt‘ ground shift.

he economic concern is defi-
nitely worse, and I think that is
probably part of what has corrod-
ed concern  about abortion
rights” said Marie Gluesenkamp
Perez, 34, a Democratic candidate
for Congress in southern Wash-
ington State.

Perez is a symbol of the Demo-
cratic struggles, fighting ina mar-
gin-of-error race against exactly
the kind of "ultra-MAGA” candi-
date Democrats have elevated
this year — Republican Joe Kent,
whe denies the outeome of the
2020 election, argues ULS. Capitol
rioters have been mistreated and
wants 4 moratorium on all legal
immigration. But Democrats in
Washington have not yet been
able to invest directhy in her rce,

SEE DISTRICTS ON AS

Question of aid has made

lowa: Longtime GOP Sen. Grassley
Is In & tight race, a poll shows. A3

On a war footing in Ohio

MEGAN JELIMGER FOR THE WASHMGTON POST

Irena Stolar, a Ukrainian immigrant and resident of Parma, Ohio,
says she will cast her first vote for a Democrat becanse of GOF
Senate nominee LI, Vanee's opposition to military aid for Kyiv.

Roadshow: Euents push Christian
nationalism before midterms. A10
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In this House district,
everyone who has won

the seat has gotten
voreed afterward. C1

The Commanders out-
lasted Green Bay as Tay-
i- lor Heinicke made his

first start this season. DU
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The Trump tapes
To understand the former
presigent as a singular
danger, kook to audio, Bab
‘Woodward writes. ALS

sue voters of Uk

inian Americans

BY Cara MoGooGan

PARMA, OHIO — Irena Stolar has
wvoted Republican for over half a
century, from Richard M. Nixon to
Donald Trump. But in the mid-
terms, Stolar, 73, said she will cast
her first vote for a Democrat, Orig-
inally from Ukraine, Stolar refus-
es to support 10D, Vance, the Re-
publican nomines for 15, Senate
in Ohio, who has said he wants to
cut.off aid to the war-torm couniry.

“Definitely not this year, with
JID. Vance saying that Ukraine
doesn’t matter,* sald Stolar, during
a break from her shift as host at
Dlesia's Taverne, a busy Ukrainian
restaurant. She recalled being up-
set earlier this year when Vanee
said on a podcast interview just
before  Russia%  inwvasion of
Ukraine: "1 gotta be honest with
vou. I don't really care what hap-
pens o Ukraine one way or an-
other”

SEE OHID 03 A4
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Inflation
negales
signs of
growth

REBOUND EXPECT]
IN GDP REPORT

But many economists say
struggles are unabated

D

EY ABHA BHATTARAL

The U5 economy is expected
‘to have grown robustly in a sharp
rebound from the first half of the
wear, but most Americans are
unlikely to notice anything about
the turmarownd,

Persistent inflation continues
to weigh heavily on both eco-
nomic growth and household
budgets, and has become a key
flash point ahead of the midterm
elections. A strong reading on the
next gross domestic product re-
port, scheduled to be released
Thursday, wounld be welcome
news for Democrats, who have
‘been struggling to convince vot-
ers they have a plan to contain
rising prices and put the ecomno-
my an more stable footing.

Although the newest numbers
are likely to look like improve-
ments on paper, economists say
they don't reflect major changes
in the sconomy, which could be
headed for a recession in the next
year.

“This is going to look better
than the previous two GDP re-
ports, but conditions on the
ground  haven't changed wvery
mueh.” said Doaglas Holtz-Eakin,
president of the American Action
Forum and a former director of
the Congressional Budget Office.

SEEGDP 0N A16

China’s Xi i
granted power
not seen since
days of Mao

By Liny Kuo
AND CHRISTIAN SHEFITERD

A somber Xi Jinping walked
across the plush red stage of the
Great Hall af the People in Beijing
and took his place at the center. A
line of men followed silently be-
hind, falling in on both sides of
him

And with that one short, stiff
walk and a quick wave, Xi was
anointed Sunday as China®s un-
contested leader for five vears, if
not many more, as he concen-
trates power to a4 degree not seen
sinee the days of Mao Zedong and
Deng Xiaoping, and positions his
country defiantly against the
Wiest,

At a party plenum on Sunday
that fellowed the close of the
twice-a-decade Communist Party
congress, Xi secured a third term
as general secretary and head of
the Central Military Commission,
the party's two most important
positions. The men at his side, all
allies, make up the newly chosen
members of the seven-member
standing commities, the party's
apex of power, i is at the top.

SEE CHINA ON A13
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As job market cools, back
to office may be looming

I Employers are gaining bargaining power I
and could end remote work. In Money

GOP eyes
takeover

of school
boards

How race is being taught
is central to its message

Chris Quintana
Usa TODAY

School board contests this election
season have the look and feel of the
kind of partisan sparring once reserved
for top-of-ballot races, complete with
party endorsements for what are most-
Iy nonpartisan races and eye-popping
sums fueling some campaigns.

The sometimes little-noticed races
present an opportunity, Republican
leaders say. to oversee what children
are taught and advance a broader con-
servative agenda. Frustration with
pandemic restrictions, teaching about
civil rights and allowing accommoda-
tions for transgender students are
among the animating issues for GOP-
backed candidates, many of them new
to politics or education policy.

“There's no question school
boards are the target

of takeowvers. The localities
are losing control, and

it’s national movements
that are taking over.”

Dan Domenech
Executive director of the AASA, the School
Superintendents Association

Already, some of these candidates
have won big, taking owver school
boards in majority-white pockets of
the country, buoyed by national mon-
ey and big-name endorsements.

Republicans are following the blue-
print left by former President Donald
Trump, who banned racial sensitivity
training in the federal government, criti-
cized Black Lives Matter social justice
protesters and called for the nation's
schools to adopt a “patriotic education.”
Critics of Trump’s education plan said it
whitewashed the country’s history.

Groups including Moms for Liberty
and local political action committees
are also helping drive interest in these
races. They are endorsing and raising
money for candidates, many of whom

See SCHOOLS, Page 4A
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Election suspicions
How much confidence Americans say
they have that votes in next month’s
elections will be counted accurately:

All ULS. adults Democrats Republicans

Great deal/quite a bit
47

|

25%
Moderate amount

743
249
1 7%
30% .
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NOTE MWumbers rounded
SOURCE AP-NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research

AMY BARNETTE, TRACIE KEETON/USA TODAY
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A very different version of
Beatles’ ‘Yellow Submarine’

Reissue of 1966 “Revolver” album includes John
Lennon's criginal sad take of the song. In Life

HARPER BY ERIC HARTLINES
USA TODAY SPORTS

e~ ]

8th inning
homer sends
Phillies to
World Series

Bryce Harper blast lifts
Philadelphia over San
Diego for National League
title, and “it was magical,”
writes columnist Bob
Mightengale. In Sports
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Sumalya Jahan, a home-based child care provider in Virginia who employees two assistants, listens as one of the children
tells a story. Jahan says she used ARP funds to offset lost income but costs continue to rise. ALLA WONG/USA TODAY

Boost child care providers
got from US aid is waning

1in7
eligible children are covered by the

federal child care grant program
in place since before the pandemic.

8 out of 10

licensed centers — covering every
state and territory and, in most
states, virtually all counties with
persistent poverty — were helped
by the stabilization funds,
according to The White House.

3 million

child care spots were estimated

to be saved by federal funding as

a result of helping 75,000 providers
avoid permanent closures, according
to a study from the left-leaning
Century Foundation.

16,000

child care providers permanently
closed between December 2019
and March 2021, according to Child
Care Aware of America, a research
and advocacy organization.

Money helped many weather pandemic,
but as programs end, worries increase

Alia Wong
USA TODAY

Enrollment at Good Shepherd Chris-
tian Academy, a child care center in Fort
Worth, Texas, plummeted almost as
soon as the pandemic hit, from 84 kids
to just 10.

It's been one thing after another
since, said Ontara Nickerson, the cen-
ter's director. The paltry number of chil-
dren meant shortened workdays: Many
of the center's hourly workers couldn’t
make do with reduced pay and quit in
search of better wages.

Yet Nickerson and her team have
managed to stick it out, largely thanks
to federal relief dollars that started flow-
ing into child care centers last year.
Good Shepherd Christian Academy was
one of more than 200,000 providers na-
tionwide that received aid through the
American Rescue Plan, according to
data shared exclusively with USA
TODAY by the White House, money that
helped the wvast majority of recipients
awvoid closures despite unrelenting eco-
nomic and public health pressures.

“The stabilization grants came right
at the moment when our program was

unsure of how much longer we'd be able
to keep our doors open,” Nickerson said.
It “allowed us to withstand the worst of
the pandemic™

The ARP, signed into law by President
Joe Biden in 2021, included $24 billion for
a Child Care Stahbi tion Program. It pro-
vided emergency relief, distributed by
states, to child care providers that could
then be used for basic costs to keep cen-
ters running, like wages, rent and materi-
als. Never before had a federal economic
rescue package made child care reform —
seen as key to getting parents back to
work — a central tenet of its recovery plan.

The money ultimately reached as
many as 9.5 million kids and 1 million
child care workers. Close to half of the
providers that received assistance are
owned and run by people of color, the
data show, and more than half are locat-
ed in the country's most racially diverse
communities.

But that cash was a temporary fix. Ef-
forts by the Biden administration to
continue such support failed. And ex-
panded child tax credits, which provid-
ed monthly payments thatlin 4 families

See CHILD CARE, Page 6A

POLITICS

Trump subpoena
sets legal battle

The Jan. 6 panel subpoenas the
former president, who has not yet
said whether he would comply.

Requests of order, 3A

Student debt
relief plan halted

Federal appeals court blocks Biden
administration’s program aiming
to forgive billions of dellars in loans.

What temporary stay means, 3A

LUCAS BOLAND/USA TODAY NETWORK

MNATION+WORLD

Odor may
make vou
mosquito
magnet

Do you feel as if
mosquitoes always
seem to target you
and attack more
frequently than others?
MNow there's a study
that may explain why:
The production of a
chemical tied to smell
makes some people
mosquito magnets,

Details of study, 2A
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Rishi Sunack, aun
paso de ser el nuevo
premier britanico

Boris Johnson se retirdde la carrera

para suceder a Liz Truss y dejdvia libre

al exministro de Finanzas; podria ser i, ‘

nominado oy mismo. Pagina 4
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POROTO CAMBIASO
LLEVO A LA DOLFINA

A LAFINAL

—deportes

Elhijode Adolfo mared 12 goles en el
clisico ante Ellerstina {victoria 14-6), v el
eqquipo de Cafivelas definira €] Abierto de
Hurlingham contra La Irenita, PAgina 8

A

EN EL COLON, UNA PUESTA
APOCALIPTICADELOS

PESCADORES DE PERLAS

—espectdculos

Con el acento en laemergencia ecoldgica
¥ laviolencia de género, se estrena
madiana ba dpera de George Bizet,

en plan “Mad Max".

LA NACION

LUNES 24 DE OCTUBRE DE 2022 | LAMNACION.COM.AR

Con la salida de Ferraresi,
Fernandez perdio al cuarto
ministro en dos semanas

casarosapa. El Presidente enfrenta grandes dificultades para retener a los funcionarios

El presidente Alberto Ferndndez
anuncidayerque Jorge Ferraresi de-
jarisucargoal frentedel Ministerio
de Desarrollo Territorial y Hibitata
fin de mes y regresard a su distrito,
elmunicipiode Avellaneda, parain-
tentar sureeleccionel afto proximo.
Loreemplazariel actual secretario
de Vivienda, Santiago Maggiotti.
La salida del kirchnerista Fe-

rraresi se suma a las renuncias de
Elizabeth Gomez Alcorta, Juan Za-
baletay Claudio Moroni. quienesen
las dltimas dossemanas dejaronlos
ministeriosde Mujeres, de Desarmo-
lloSocialyde Trabajo. La sermana pa-
sada, el jefe de Gabinete, Juan Man-
zur, habia anunciado que dejar el
cargoel afio proximo para competin
en bas elecciones de Tucuman.

Lasalidaincesante de ministroses
una restra de las dificultades del
Gobierno paracontenera funciona-
ricsen uncontextodedivisicn inter-
nae incertidumbre electoral parael
alicialismo. Eneseescenario, losmi-

nistros abandonan los cargos para
regresar a sus territorios, en un in-

tentode resguardar sus espacios de
podermas allide 2023, Paginag

EL ESCENARIO
La pregunta
que el Gobierno no
quiere hacerse
Claudio Jacquelin
Paginall

Un campeon sin polémicas

Grito Boca tras una definicion tan increible como transparente

El plantel de Boca celebra la conguista de

La definicidn de la Liga Profesional
fueelectrizante. Y transparente, des-
puésde una antesala de suspicacias.
Boca empato 2a Zeon Independien-
te, en la Bombonera, y aprovecha la
derrota de Racing por 2al contra Ri-
wer, en Avellaneda, paracoronarse.

/ & o
{ e ‘3

Le aleanzd al conjunto de Hugo
Ibarra. que caming por la cornisa
cuando, con su partido igualado en
ol Acndemia dispusode un penal
para ponerseen veniajay conguistar
elcampeonato, pero Franco Armani
detuvo el disparo de Jonathan Gal-

=

e [
la Liga Profesional con sus hinchas, en una Bombonera repleta

wiin, Minutos después, el equipo de
Marcelo Gallardo—en su tltimopar-
tido aficial como DT de los millona-
rios— 2 impuso ¢ inmedistamente
en la ribera se desatd el festival xe-
neize. Una fiesta que se extendiddel
Obeliscoa todo el pais. Departes

Camino al titulo,
nunca se quedsd sin
carias en la mano

Pablo Lisato
Paginad

Fuertes
criticas al
recorte de
fondos para
educacion

PRESUPUESTO 2023, Padres,
especialistas v oposicicn
cuestionaron el proyecto

Especialistas en educacion, pa-
dresy referentesdelaoposiciony
delasgremioscuestionaron ayer
el recorte de fondos en el drea de
educacion ¢n ¢l proyecto de pre-
supuesto para 2023, que segun
un aniilisis del Observatorio Ar-
gentinos por la Educacion seria
del 15%. Desde el mindsterio que
conduce Jaime Perczyk anticipa-
ron que trabajan para rectificar
las partidas y evitar el ajuste pre-
visto por Economia. Pigina 20

Alertan que
la inflacion

superaria el
7% este mes

PRECIOS. Lainflacidn deeste mies
seubicarinentre 5%y 7.2%. seglin
anticipan lasconsultoras privadas,
La actualizaciin de las tarifas de
energia, por la aplicacidn efectiva
dela segmentacion, y los aumentos
en prepagas, combustiblesy peajes
serfan las |'Inn:||m'|e~zmus.1ﬁ,.‘1 las
quesesumaninalgunosalimentos
estacionales y los precios de la ine
dumentaria. Paginal6

Massa yel pragmatismo:alivio
dealgunos, desazon de otros
Jasé Luis Brea. PiginalT

Xi Jinping,
encumbrado
como un lider
incuestionable

CHINA. Accedid aun
inédito tercer mandato en
el partido v nombi aun
nuevo Comité Permanente

Pigina2
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Na China, Xi
elege nomes
leais e firma
32 mandato

0s sete homens que co-
mandario a politica chi-
nesa pelos proximos cinco
anos foram apresentados
ontemn em Pequim. Sem
surpresa, Xi Jinping, 69,
foi reconduzido e vai pre-
sidir o Comité Permanente
do Politburo. Ele tambeém
implantou mudangas nas
regras do partido que per
mitiriam estender sualide-
ranga além do inédito ter
L‘Eiﬂlmiindﬂ[tl_ Mundo ATZ

Regime militar

tentou desindexar
saldrio e fracassou
O plano de reajustar o sa-
lario minimo pela meta da
inflagao, e nao pelo indice
passado, como pretende
o ministro da Economia,
Paulo Guedes, é similar a
projeto do governo Caste-
lo Branco (1964-1967). Me
dida, considerada invidvel
ja entio por impor perda
de renda, € criticada por
especialistas. Mercado A15

Brasil tem inflacdo
abaixo de EUA pela
12 vez em 15 anos
Mercado A16

C1
Ziraldo, 90,
por inteiro

Ao sair de Caratinga (MG),
aos 18, Ziraldo Alves Pin-
to queria se tornar o mai
or desenhista do mundo.
Em sete décadas de car
reira, ele demonstra que
nao foi pequeno o esfor
GO para cumprir o sonho.

i - s

g 7
Luiz Galvao, dos Movos
Balanos us Folhapress

CzeC3
Morre Luiz Galvao,
fundador dos
Novos Baianos,
aos 87 anos

B7
Projeto arrecada
doacoes para
figurinhas da
Copa do Mundo

EDITORIAIS A2

Distorcao eleitoreira
Acerca de falhas na con-
cepcao do Auxilio Brasil.
Crencga e voto

Sobre peso da religiio pa-
ra a decisiao dos eleitores.

$610_u1221

Agente chega a casa do ex-deputado; sangue

SEGUNDA-FEIRA, 24 DE OUTUBRO DE 2022

Roberto Jefferson é preso apds
atacar PF com granadas e fuzil

Ex-deputado dispara mais de 20 tiros contra agentes enviados por Moraes; Bolsonaro renega aliado

sob o0 mesmo carro, apds o ataque

Fotos Reproducio

e L L L J
Jefferson conversa com agente federal que, a dir, recebe de Padre Kelmon arma do petebista

Gasto em infraestrutura escolar sob
Bolsonaro é o menor em dez anos

0Os gastos com infraestrutu-
ra escolar pelo PAR (Plano
de Acoes Articuladas) atin
giu seu menor nivel em dez
anos sob Jair Bolsonaro (PL),
informa Paulo Saldana. No
PAR, prefeituras cadastram
demandas da drea para rece-
ber repasses federais.

Criado como principal me-
canismo de planejamento
educacional e de transfe
réncia de recursos federais
para educacio basica do
MEC em 2007, 0 PAR repas-
sou R$ 796 milhoes em 2021,
um tergo da média anual de
2012 e 2018 (R$ 2,5 bilhdes).

Neste ano, até 19 de ou-
tubro, foram transferidos
R$ 260 milhdes. Questiona
do, o MEC nio respondeu.

O programa sofreu cortes
orcamentéirios, desprezo de
critérios técnicos, iIngerén
cia politica e denuncias de
COrruUpCac. Cotidiano B1

0 ex-deputado Roberto Jef-
ferson (PTB), aliado proxi-
mo do presidente Jair Bol-
sonaro (PL), foi preso on-
tem apds ter atacado agen-
tes da Policia Federal com
duas granadas e mais de 20
tiros de fuzil. Dois policiai
foram feridos pelos estilha-
¢osdoartefato e, apds breve
hospitalizagao, tiveram alta.
O politico de extrema di
reita estava em sua casa na
cidade de Comendador Le-
vy Gasparian, a 140 km do
Rio, sob prisdo domiciliar.
Os :]gi:‘.]'l es execulavam or-
dem do ministro Alexandre
de Moares, do Supremo Tri-
bunal Federal, paraleva-lo.
A movimentagiao em tor
no da casa, que atraiu apoi-
adores de Jefferson, durou
toda a tarde até que ele se
entregasse. Padre Kelmon,
que o substituiu na chapa
presidencial do PTB, levou
a policia parte das armas.

ANALISE
Bruno Boghossian

Ataque cola marca de
violéncia a campanha
do presidente

0 esforgo por conter danos
apods o ataquedaadimen
sa0 do episodio na campa-
nha de Bolsonaro (PL). O
caso cola uma marca de
violéncia a um dos prin
cipais itens da plataforma
do presidente. politica as

R% 6,00

Um cinegrafista da Inter
TV, afiliada da rede Globo,
foi agredido por militantes.

Moraes, no mandado, afir
ma que 0 ex-deputado vio-
lou as regras da prisio do-
miciliar —ele é réuem pro-
cesso de cahinia, incitacao
ao crime de dano contra pa-
triménio puiblico e homo-
fobia. Na véspera, Jeffer
son xingara de prostituta
a ministra Ciarmen Licia,
do STF, em video nas redes.

O petebista pode respon-
der por tentativa de homici
dio. Em video gravado na ca-
sa durante negocia¢io com
policiais, ele diz ter usado
granada de efeito moral e
ndo ter mirado os agentes.

Em segundo nas pesqui-
sas a uma semana da elei-
¢ao, o presidente Jair Bolso
naro (PL) renegou o aliado
e repudiou a agressio. Foi
seguido pelo filho, Flavio, e
PoOr Sergio Moro. Politica A4

Armas e corrupg¢ao
assinalam carreira
de ex-deputado

O ataque armado se soma
& carreira tumultuada de
Roberto Jefferson, cacigue
do PTE cujo passado abar-
ca a atuagao contra o im
peachment de Fernando
Collor, a denincia e conde-
nacao no mensaliao do PT
eavirada ao bolsonarismo
quando o governo aderiu
a0 centrio. Politica A&

Lira vé ‘pico do absurdo’; Lula
diz haver risco a democracia

0 ex-presidente Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva (PT) afirmou
que o episddio com Rober
to Jefferson demonstra o
risco & democracia que Jair
Bolsonaro (PL) representa.

O presidente da Camara,
o bolsonarista Arthur Lira
(PP-AL), também reagiu di
zendo que “nao admitire-
mos atentados contra nos-
sa democracia” PoliticaAé

Site do PL alista apoiadores
para fiscalizar segundo turno .-

Do inicio da votagao a hora de abrir

Video que convoca apoiadores

ENTREVISTA DA 22
Jacob Mchangama
Apoio aliberdade
de expressdo tem
limites no Brasil
Para o advogado dinamar
qués, o apoio a liberdade
de expressao, tema no gual
se especializa, mostra limi-
tes no pais, conforme pes-
quisarecente de seuinsti
tuto. Autor do livro “Free
Speech”, ele diz que “nin-
guém pode garantir o re-
sultado de fornecer vozli
vre e instantinea para bi-
lhdes”. politica ala

15 da sua cidade, vocé se
ao do presidente na sua secio

os olhos

Giovana Madalosso
A favor da familia
S0Mos nos

Sabe gquem € a favor da fa-
milia? A Carolina, mie so-
lo, catadora de papel. O
Paulo e o Alexandre, que
tém um dos casamentos
mais bonitos gque eu co-
nhego. Eu que nao acredi-
to em Deus, mas nas pesso-
as e por isso estouaqui fa
lando com vocé. opiniso Az
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Fruto de un operativo de inteligencia en Cerro Guazu, segun autoridades

La FTC abatio a
Osvaldo Villalba, ¥ -
lider de la banda !4
criminal del EPP S S S0

daivie Abecander. ACA

®También murieron Luciano @ Epepistas habian asesina- @ Abdo fue al Norte y pidio
Argliello y otra persona co- do antes a dos miembros  a los miembros del grupo
nocida como alias Simon de una comunidad indigena armado que se entreguen

CINAS 293

Recolectaran datos el 9 de noviembre
Con el censo se sabra
como quedo el pais : el
después del Covid-19 | ko=
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Habra audiencia pu]iiica en ¢l Congreso | El mas influyente luego de Mao | Caso fue.dél;t-lu.:iadt.) put IEIEfthrn
Cuestionan intento de dar | Xi Jinping logra inédito | Pese a denuncias sigue la
privilegios para el Plan | tercer mandato en el explotacion sexual de
Maestro de la Hidrovia Partido Comunista Chino | menores indigenas en MRA

L f!‘_" Fhw
N e
e e W

PAOINA 1O PAGIRNA 33 FAGMNA M6
CUOTAS DI G 0 4§ RN
( ' ['( — $269 ‘-‘P \ eee @
p LY FERLTEITI = ‘ oo
H‘-_s Pon DESC”BRIR }[ﬂ“ﬂ“mm\uﬂl? S o sass RN

SUNPE NS I FEFONT AL



iM‘IU! ua-FINE

$610_u1221

Jl.l.

LOUIS XV
A VERSAILLES, UNE EXPOSITION
MAGISTRALE SUR LA VIE PRIVEE
DU ROI paces 40ET 41
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CRISE DU COVID
Edouard Philippe
echappe a la mise
en examen

par la CIR »:

OPPOSITION
L'appel de Sarkozy
a un accord avec
Macron ne fait pas
l'unanimite a droite
CHINE

Leregne

sans partage

de Xi Jlinping racz1

PEDIATRIE
Bronchiolite:

un «plan d'action
immeédiat » quine
convainc pas eace1s

TENNIS
Un entretien avec
Gilles Simon racez0

HIGH-TECH
Leboom dela
geolocalisation
des enfants eace ==

/) « A Strasbourg,
- les ecologistes,
i la mosquée
| etlejuge
| administratif
- Pourguoi
I'Azerbaidjan
vient-il

W
A,
=
g1, d'attaquer
L
(&)

anouveau

I Armeénie?
=Les
chroniques de
Chantal Delsol
et de Nicolas
Baverez

= Un entretien
avec Gilles
Gressani

PAGES 22 A 25

Reéponses a la question
de samedi:

Royaurne-Ur :
souhaitez-vous le retour
de Boris Johnson ?

oul NON
2T % 73 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 234718

Votez aujourd T
sur lefigar

Les entreprises

en font-elles assez

pour maintenir les seniors
dans l'emploi ?

ALAMY STOCK PHOTO Via REUTERS
COMMECT

A Berlin, ou lattention du
gouvernement est focalisée
sur les difficultés économi
ques domestiques, la brouille
avec Parls, qui a culminé avec
le report du Conseil des mi-
nistres franco-allemand du
26 octobre, est passée relati

vement inapercue. Cette apa.
thie n'est pas faite pour rassu-
rer la France, qui v voit le
symptome d'une désaffection
unilatérale. Au pire, le prélu
de d'un abandon.

Dans un discours prononcé
el été a Prague, le chancelier,

Olafl Scholz, a nowrri 'inguié

tude en ignorant superbement
les projets de coopération mi

litaro-industriels développés
en plusieurs décennies par les
deux partenaires. [l a surtout
défendu 1'idée d'un élargisse-
ment plus a PMest, de 27 a 30,

YARA HARDI REUTERS

es relations glaciales au sein du
wcouples franco-allemand com
mencent & faire jaser dans le village
eurcpéen, Pour faire taire les can-
caniers, Emmanuel Macron recevra
Olaf Scholz ce mercredi a I'Elysée : les deux
hommes feront assaut d"amabilités et de pro
messes de coopération pour surmonter des
divergences d'analyses ou d'in ts qu'ils
s'emploderont & minimiser. Mals qui sera
dupe ? Ce qui est & I'ceuvre aujourd hui reléve
d'un basculement géostrategique profond,
une dérive des continents amoredée de longue
date et promise a transformer pour long
temps le visage de I'"Europe.
On mesure parfois mal, en France, I"ampleur
du choc provoqué outre-Rhin par la guerre en
Ukraine. Lagression russe v suscite tout a la
fois une remise en cause du modéle économi-
que, une prise de conscience des défis séouri
taires et un sentiment de culpabilité envers
des voisins en premiere ligne au nord et a
I'est. L'Allemagne redevient brutalement un
acteur géopolitique, et ce n'est pas pour faire
de la figuration : 100 milliards d'euros sur la
table destinds & batir la premiéere armde
conventionnelle du continent, & prendre la
téte du pilier enropéen de I'Otan {en sonnant

EDITORIAL par Philippe Gélie peeliedilefigara.dr
Dérive des continents

au passage le glas d'une défense européenne
autoname), i acheter des matériels améri
cains (aux dépens, en particulier, des projets
franco-allemands), & créer un bouclier anti
adrien aux dimensions de 'ancienne ligue
hanséatique (c"est-i-dire sans nous)...

[rans cette tectonigque des plaques, ce n'est pas
FAllemagne qui risque « Fissfement =, comime
s'en inquitte Emmanuel Macron, mals la Fran

s . oe, qui disparait du
Berlin se voit  projet europen du

au centre chancelier. Décom
, plexe, Berlin se wvoit

dune EU.I'OP'E' comme le centre

é‘largie d'une Europe consi-

dérablement élargie
a l'est, de I'Ukraine aux Balkans. Parls s’en
trouverait relégué a la téte du «Club Med =

Italie, Espagne, Gréce.... -, sympathiques des-
tinations de vacances aux teonomies fragiles et
a la puissance déclinante, A nous de redéfinir
sans tarder nos priorités, de réinventer notre
politique européenne, d'assainir nos comptes
publics au lkeu de mendier "alde de Bruxelles,
de développer nos capacités industrielles et
militaires, pour meriter de poursuivre un dia-
logue d'égal 4 dgal avec I'Allemagne, essentiel
au maintien de la cohésion de "'Europe. B

AND | 150 € ~ BL: 130 € - CH; &30 F5 - G 1 W G - D B0 € - E5F ) A0 -G : 240 €= LU ; 230 € - MAR: 3300 - MTO/GLF 180 € ~ ROAT.O0NT - 4.00 € - REU: 430 € - TUN; W00 THD 55N 0I83. 5853

voire 36 membres, de I'Union
européenne. L'idée est défen-
due de Prague a Tallinn en
passant par Varsovie. A l'in-
verse, Paris privilégie le déve
loppement d'un « noyvau dur »
de pays engageés a approfondir
I'intégration.

ntre la France et 'Allemagne,
la grande crise de confiance

Le partenariat avec Paris n'est plus au cceur de la politique de Berlin, qui a opéré
un virage géopolitique en se rapprochant des pays de I'est et du nord de I'Europe.

< BERLIN FAIT CAVALIER SEUL
5UR LES PROJETS D'ARMEMENT

< ECONOMIE, ENERGIE,
SPATIAL.. DESACCORDS
SUR TOUTE LA LIGNE

- LA GUERRE EN UKRAINE
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Giorgia Melom prend les commandes de I'lItalie
et donne des gages a Bruxelles

La souverainiste s"est efforcée de rassurer les Européens en désignant & des postes clés de son gouvernement
des ministres eurocompatibles et en neutralisant Matteo Salvini, nommeé au ministére des Infrastructures. PRGE 12

Les pistes

du gouver-
nement pour
ameéliorer
lemploi

des seniors

En plus du reléevement de
I'age de départ, Olivier Dus
sopt réfléchit a de nouveaux
dispositifs pour améliorer le
recrutement et le maintien en
poste des plus de 55 ans dans
le cadre de la réforme des re
traites, dont il a la charge. Une
coneertation a actuellement
liew sur le sujel au ministére
du Travail. Des exonérations
de cotisations, des actions de
formation ou une aide au
maintien de salaire sont sur la
table. PAGES2BET 28
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Sunak on the brink of No 10
as Johnson qu1ts Tory race

@ Ex-chancellor racks
up 165 nominations
across party factions

@ Now ot right time’
says former PM after
struggling for backers

Rowena Mason
Whitehall editor

Boris Johnson has withdrawn from
the race to be Conservative leader,
leaving Rishi Sunak within touching
distance of becoming prime minister

After senior Tories warned a John-
son comeback would lead to chaos
by the end of the week, the former
prime minister admitted he did not
have the backing of enough MPs to
lead a united party.

Johnson said last night he believed
he could have led the Tories to vic-
tory in 2024 but it was “simply not
the right thing to do" and “not the
right time"*.

lohnson's move piles pressure on
Penny Mordaunt, the third candidate
in the race, to withdraw and accept
that Sunak had the support of the par-
liamentary party, with almost half
of MPs backing him. She had only
30 public backers by last night - 70
short ofthe number needed ) \
to get on the ballot paper. & Rishi Sunak formally entered the Conservative leadership race yesterday, declaring that ‘fixing the economy” iz his priority roTocuam: BEINDS Taovs Wik

Ten'()r tO 'O 7 steelworks and subsequent designed for four, No reason was .
Exclusive . surrender and captivity in Olenivka | given - “We were told nothing” 3
] y Daniel Boffey - prison in Donetsk, where she but then the order came to cross. RuShdl'E bllnd
N . I ‘was witness to the aftermath of They walked in near silence over [
| | | 1none eye
(Iall’llan twaslike something an explosion that killed 53 male the bridge in Kam'yans ke, a small y

from the cold war. After prisoners, a blast said by Kyivto village that stands between the bwao
five months in the most have been engineered by Moscow militaries. Unsure until the last that HftEl‘ attaCk
POW OI-I her notorious jail in occupied tosilence the victims of torture. they would make it to safety, the
Ukraine, Alina Panina, 25, Ahead stood the Russian Po'W's drivers of the coaches that brought
found herself at the foot ofa | for whom Panina and the ather them kept their engines on so they
d l 3 bridge aver ariver inno-man'sland | women were, it seemed, being could be taken back as quickly as fhis hz ll"ll'l‘u after
Or ea ]_I]_ a with 107 fellow female Ukrainian swapped - and free Ukraine, The they had arrived, Panina recounted i T UPONON
prisoners of war. freedom Panina, a junior sergeant in the first major interview by any N : i
Behind lay Russian-occupied in the national border guard, had aof the freed women since their - st,agentre

RUSSian Ce11 territ_oryaru:l hET e.\'pgn'e:lces of }'aarned_fm while counting qﬁ' the release on l?Octol:!ez. M

the siege of Mariupol's Azovstal hours with 28 other women in a cell Then, sheer elation.



