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tarbucks named Laxman

Narasimhan to be its CEO,
months after former head
Howrard Schultz temporarily
took over at the company.
Marasimhan said he would
step down as Reckitt Benck-
iser's chief on Sept. 30. Al

#+ Investors settled into a
sense of unease ahead of Fri-

day’s jobs report, with many
now convinced the Fed will
keep tightening

3 monetary
policy no matter what the
economic data show. Al

# The S&P 500 and Dow
edged up 0.3% and 0.5%, re-
spectively, while the Nasdag
slipped 0.3%. 0il extended

a streak of declines and
bond yields hit their high-
est levels since June. BL1

+ An administrative law
Judge ruled in favor of Tia-
mina in its $7.1 billion acqui-
sition of Grail, Hlumina said,
dealing a defeat to the FTC's
efforts to unwind the transac-
tion on antitrust grounds. Bl
+ The U.K."s competition
authority said Microsoft's
planned acquisition of Ac-
tivision BElizzard could harm
their rivals and newcomers.
o the videogame industry. Bl
# Chinese cities tightened
measures to halt Covid-19
flare-ups, threatening fur-
ther damage to the country’s
embattled economy. ALE

# The chairman of Lukoil
died after falling firom a
hospital window in Mos-
cow, according to Russian
state media agency TASS. AT

* A fiederal labor official has
conchuded that a union vic-
tory by labor organizers at
an Amazon facility in New
¥ork should be upheld. BS

Waorld- Wide
L e
+ A Russian shipping line
with ties to the country’'s
Defense Ministry has been
ferrying weapons and sup-
plies through the Bosporus
to ports on the Black Sea in

officials who have urged Tur-
key to block their access. Al

# A federal judge said she
would make public a more
detailed list of the items
the FBI took during its
search last month of Truomgr's
Mar-a-Lago home. A4

tional Labor Day start of the
midterm campaign season,

said Trump and his allies are
threatening to undermine
the nation's democracy. AS

+ A judge imposed the
longest sentence so far for a
LS. Capitol rioter, and agents
arrested a lawyer for a right-
wing group accused of a
leading role in the attack. Ad
+ Democrats are ent

the homestretch before
November's election in bet-
ter shape than earlier this
vear, a WSJI poll shows., A4

+ A man was arrested after
pointing a gun at Argentine
Vice President Kirchner and

4 The CDC recommended
newly authorized Covid-19
booster shots, the final reg-
ulatory step toward making
them widely available. A3

maclear plant online in a bid
to ease anticipated elec-
tricity supply shortages. A3
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Putin Pays Last Respects to Gorbachev, Will Miss Funeral

AT REST: Russian President Viadimir Putin laid flowers at Mikhail Gerbachev's coffin on Thu

reday,
weekend's public funeral in .a move reflecting the Kremlin's uneasiness about the former Soviet leader’s legacy. A6

but won't attend the

Investor Hopes Are Shrinking
For Fed to Plot a Soft Landing

By Axane Orant

Investors settled into a
sense of unease ahead of Fri-
day's jobs report, with many
now convineed the Federal Re-
serve will keep tightening
monetary policy no matter
what the economic data show.

U.5. stocks have fallen four
of the past five sessions and
chipped away at the late-
summer rally that helped
them bounce off their lows
for the year.

Investors have said the
markets malaise is in part due
to worries that, rather than

slowing down its pace of inter-
est-rate increases at the first
sign of slowing growth, the
Fed will keep charging ahead
to tamp down inflation,

The S5&P 500 snapped a
four-session  losing  streak
Thursday, edzing up 0.3% after
falling as much as 1.3% earlier
in the day. Eight of the index’s
11 sectors finished the day in
the green. Energy stocks, by
far the market's best perform-
ing group this wear, suffered
the steepest losses.

Other markets remained
under pressure. Gold, oil and
other commodities fell, and

bond yvields hit their highest
levels since June. Bond yields
and prices move inversely.
One key test for the mar-
kets arrives Friday, when the
Labor Department releases
employment data for August.
Economists surveyed by The
Wall Street Jowrnal expect the
report to show emplovers
added 318,000 jobs in August
while the unemployment rate
stayed at 3.5%, matching Feb-
mary Z020's half-century low.
Ordinarily, a strong eco-
nomic report should be viewed
as good news by investors. But
this time arcund, many inves-

tors fear rhat an impressive
read would only give the Fed
more resolve to keep raising
interest rates.

What about a weak report?
For much of the decade follow-
ing the 2007-08 financial cri-
sis, investors cited the mantra
that bad economic news could
be good news for markets,
since it should push the Fed to
delay or scale back plans for
its interest-rate increases.
MNow, investors said the dy-

Please turn o page A2

* Weekly jobless c
two-month low...

s fall vo
e B

Starbucks

Names
Outsider
As New
Leader

Executive who heads
company that makes
Lysol is chosen as
CEO of coffee giant

By HEATHER HADDON
Anp EMILY GLAZER

Starbucks Corp. named as
its new CEQ consumer prod-
ucts executive Laxman
MNarasimhan, months after for-
mer head Howard Schultz
temporarily took over to steer
the coffee giant through rising
costs, a unionization push and
challenges overseas.

Mr. Narasimhan, 55 years
old, for the past three years
has served as chief executive
of the maker of Lysol and En-
famil baby formula, UK.-based
Reckitt Benckiser Group PLC.
On Thursday he said that he
would step down from Reckitt
on Sept. 30, and The Wall
Street Journal reported thar
he was in final negotiations to
take a senior role at a U.5.
COMPany.

Before heading Reckitt, Mr.
Marasimhan held various lead-
ership roles at PepsiCo Inc.
Starbucks and PepsiCo have a
longstanding relationship
through the chain’s ready-to-
drink coffee, including a deal
struck when Mr. Narasimhan
was CEQ of PepsiCo Latin
America.

Starbucks said in March
that then-CEQ Kevin Johnson,
who led the company for five
wears, would retire and Mr.
Schultz, who had turned the
Seattle-based coffee chain into
a global brand, would take
over on an interim basis begin-

Please turn topage A5

Companies Struggle With
An Influx of New Hires

The tight labor market means many employers have unseasoned staff

A United Adrlines jet’s wingrip clipped an-
other jet earlier this summer after inexperi-
enced ramp workers misjiudged the distance
between the aircraft. Some nurses arve start-
ing hospital jobs after graduating fron
having never touched a live patient. Chipotle

school

By Lauren Weber, Alison Sider
and Heather Haddon

Those e

said sales at its restaurants are lower than
they would be with more experienced staff,
Om paper. many companies’ workforces are
close to prepandemic strength or have even
surpassed their early-2020 head count. In
practice, companies are thrusting many work-
ers into roles they aren't entirely ready for to
satisfy demand for goods and services rang-

ing from burritos to travel and healthcare,

Companies have been laser-focused on fill-
ing job vacancies for most of the past year.
They have raised wages, lowered barriers
such as experience requirements and retooled
hiring to make on-the-spot offers in an effort
to reduce shortages that kept them from fill-
ing orders and keeping customers happy.
rts have helped the U.5. econ-
omy recoup the 22 million jobs lost early in
the pandemic, reducing the unemployment
rate to a half-century low of 3.5% in July.
The Labor Department will report August
employment data on Friday, and economists
expect US. employers added another 318,000
jobs last month, That figure would represent
a slowdown from the strong pace of job
growth this year, but it would demonstrate
that emplovers are still adding a historically

Please turn fo page A9

Congratulations, You’ve Won
A Butter Sculpture. Now What?

*

*

*

Minnesota fair princess takes home bust

and Lrimmings adding up to 90 pounds

By JoE BARRETT

ST. PAUL, Minn.—Heavy is
the head that wears the crown
at the Minnesota State Fair.

Rachel Rynda became the
69th Princess Kay
of the Milky Way at
this year’s fair, a
pecrage with duties
that include whip-
ping up support for
the state’s 2,100
dairy farmers for a
Vedr.

Ms. Rynda also
faces a royal di-
lemma: what to do
with a larger-than-lifesize
seulpture of her royal visage
carved in butter—and buckets
of shavings from the massive
original block.

=1 don't know if you can

Julie Antonurei
in butter

picture 90 pounds of butter,
but it's a lot,” said Tina Hoff. a
2004 winner, who let everyone
in her town roll ears of sweet
corn over her butter bust to
say thank you for their sup-
port., She said the
rest kept her grand-
mother's ked
goods buttered for
more than a decade.
Ms., Rynda, a 19-
vear-old college stu-
dent who grew up
on a dairy farm near
the town of Mont-
gomery, intends to
make Christmas
cookies with the seraps she
received. She plans to share
her butter head, too: She
wants to melt it down and
throw a special event for all
Please turn to page A9
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MANSION
Cheap currencies draw
American buyers to
Europe for property
deals. M

BUSINESS & FINANCE
After yvears of
demand, Twitter opens
way for an edit
button. B1

Inspectors Reach Nuclear Plant

WM. inspectors visit the Zaporizhzhia plant in Ukraine, as nearby

shelling has raised fears of a potential nuclear accident. A&

Russian Shipping Line
Said to Carry Weapons

By JagreD MaLsin
Ann BENoIT Faucos

ISTANBUL—A Russian ship-
ping line with ties to the coun-
try’s Defense Ministry  has
been ferrying weapons and
supplies through the Bosporus
o ports on the Black Sea in
support of Moscow's war ef-
fort, according to Ukrainian
officials who have urged Tur-
key ta block their access.

Eyiv has asked Turkish au-
thorities to take action against
at least four carge s
it says are transporti
tary equipment from a Russian
base in Syria through straits
controlled by Turkey, the only
way into the Black Sea from
the Mediterranean.

Ukraine made a formal pro-
test to the Turkish ambassa-
dor on Monday after it said a
Russian freighter, the Sparta
II, transported an S-300 air-
defense  missile  system

through the straits and deliv-
ered it to the Russian port of
Mowvorossiysk near Ukraine on
Ang. 27
The Sparta II is operated by
Oboronlogistics LLC, a Mos-
cow-based company that de-
seribes its main objective as
meeting the transportation
needs of Russia’s Defense Min-
istry for “military and special
purpose goods.” The U.S. has
imposed sanctions on  the
company since the war began.
Ohoronlogistics said it was
carrying a cargoe of olive oil.
Turkey's position as gate-
keeper to the strategic straits,
subject to an intermational
treaty known as the Montreus
Convention, has led to mount-
ing diplomatic pressure on An-
kara from Russia and Ukraine.
Turkey has tried to main-
Please turn fopage A8

# Group says Ukraine rebcabvnﬁ
could be a war crime ...
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ESG under fire

Republicans’ attacks are bad for
business —GiLLIAN TETT, PAGE 17

India’s chip gamble

A high-stakes bid to join the global
semicond uctor race —BiG READ, PAGE 15
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Strange things

MNetflix looks more like broadcasters
it aims fo USUrp — ALEX BARKER, PAGE &

Putin broadens scope of war on
‘anti-Russia enclave’ of Ukraine

# ‘Historical territories’ targeted @ Warning on oil price cap & UN agency visits nuclear site

MAX SEDDOM AND
MASTASSIA ASTRASHEUSKATA — RIGA
ROHAM OLEARC HYE — KYIV

Viadimir Putin has dismissed Ukraine
as nothing more than “an anti- Russian
enclave™ as Moscow delivered a fresh
threat to western efforts to curb surging
energy price.

Al the startof the conflict in February,
the Russian president said the invasion
akmed to lberate the Donbas, a largely
Russian-speaking area in eastern
Ukraine. But as it has dragged on, Rus-
sia’s goals have expanded to dismantling
the country and annexdng swaths of its
PRusslan-speaking south-east, which
Putin referred to yesterday s Russia’s
“historical territories”.

Speaking in the Russian enclave of
Kaliningrad, Putin said: “[Ukrainians]
started creating an anti-Russian enclave
om the territory of today’s Ukraine that
is threatening our country. So.our guys
wha are fighting there are defending
both the residents of Donbas, and
defending Fussia isel*

Russia yesterday threatened to shut
off oil supplies to countries that signed
uptoa plan to cap prices.

The proposal 1o impose a price cap on
Russian oil is backed by the US and
other G7 countries.

“For companies or countries that
introduce limitations, we will not supply
il or oll products to them because we
will not work under non-market condl-
thons,.” sald Alexander Movak, Russia’s
deputy premier and top energy official,
according to state newswire Ra Nowostl.

Instead, Russia has sald that it is
better placed to withstand economic
turmoil than European countries,
which are grappling with an energy
crisks and surging costs,

The EU has been preparing to ban
imiports of Russian oil and gas from next
year. The price cap aims to help Europe
by time to divest from Russian energy
by allowing western countries to con-
tinue buying its esergy without funding
Miscows war.

Europe eyes windfall tax
to rein in electricity bills

Brussets has deawn up plans for EU
stafes bo sel 3 maximum price fhat
non-gas electricity producers can
bk, and redepslay any excess profit
Theey generate above that level 1o help
lowes consurnens’ billd The system,
whikch Is similar fo a windfall fax, s part
‘of aset of propesals fo restrain soaring
whaolesale slecivicily prices afer
Ursula von der Leyen, the Eurcpean
‘Commission president, vowed ta shake
up the confinents energy market.
Draft papar - FAGET

Viadimir Putin But Novak called the idea a complete

pays his last “absurdity” that he sald would destabl-
respects at the lise the whole Industry.

eoffin of former In Ukralne, the UN's atombc safety
soviet president watchdog was able to spend “a few
Mikhail hours™ inspecting the Fussian-oooupled
Gorbachev Zaporizhzhia meclear power plant.

im Moscow A team bed by Rafae] Grossd, director-
yesterday s general of the International Atomic

Energy Agency, left Europe’s larpest
nuclear power stathon at about 6pm to
return to Ukrainian-controlled terri-
tory, leaving five inspectors at the site,
according to Energoatom, the Ulkrain-
ian aperator of the facility.

“we were able in these few hours to
gather alot, a bot of information.” Grossi
said in a video released by Russia’s RIA

Microsoft’s $75bn Activision takeover
threatens to fall foul of UK regulator

Mowvostl news agency. “The key things 1
needed tosee, I saw.”

The IAEA mission at the sprawling
muachear site ks expected to last several
days and the UN agency has said it
WIS o 5ot WD A PErmanent team on the
groumd.

Fussian forces oocupied the site soon
after Moscow's invaston of Ukraine in
February, marking the first time

‘Our guys who are fighting
[in Ukraine] are defending
Russia itself”

Wihadimir Futin

nuclear reactors have been atthe centre
of awar.

Boith Ukraine ard Russia have repeat-
edly acoused each other's forces of con-
ducting military strikes around the
plant, triggering fears of a catastrophic
nuclear accldent. Ukraine. which has
four operating muckear power stations, is
home to the decommissioned Chermno-
byl plant, site of the world's worst
nudlear accident while under Soviet
controlinl 985,

Russian foreign minister Serged Lav-
rov said Moscow expected the IAEA
wigil bo assess the situation “objectively™
despite what he described as “attempts
Lo make itmore difficudt”,

Ukralne reactor page 2
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= US bids to block Nvidia cxports to China
Washington has told the chipmaker that it will need
spectal licences w sell Chinese customers two of iis

processors that are used to speed up Al calculations,
sparking amger from Beljlng.— ruoE & LEx. pacE @

= UN cites China ‘human rights violations®
A report from the UM High Commissioner for
Human Rights has sabd Belfing has commidtted
breaches in its treatment. of Uyghurs and other
Muskim ethnic minorities in Xinjlang.— pace &

= Lukoil chair dies after fall
Russian media have that Rawil Maganc
died after Balling owt of a hospital window in
Moscow. Lakail is one of the few Russian companies
o have criticised the war in Ukraine — pass 3

- Riick it investors to
Top investors in the Swis
luzury group have said they will
wobe against proposals

activist Bluebell Capital to shake
up the board and challenge
chair johann Rupert.— pace 8

» Eurozone jobless figure hits record low
The number of unemployed people has Ballen below
1imn for the first time, to an all-time low rate of
6.6 per cent, underfining the resilence of the blocs
labour market despite the energy crisis.— pacs 3

= Taiwan downs drone amid China tension
Talpei’s forces have hit an unidentified drone
equipped with cameras which they said intruded
imto restricted airspace, as the island seeks to react:
more robustly 1o Befjing’s military pressure. — sace &

» Kazakh president unveils reform
Kassym-Jomart Tolayey has called for snap
presidential elections this year and announced
jplars to limit the president’s temere 1o a single
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AAME CROFT — LONDOM
RICHARD WATERS — 5 AN FRANCISCO

Microsoft's $75bn acquisition of viden
game maker Activision Blizzard faces
the threat of 3 UK competition probe
with the potential to derail the deal,
unless the US tech group addresses
amititrust comcerns by next weoke.

The Competition and Markets Autlor-
ity said yesterday that it believed the
deal would hart Scmy and other makers
of games consoles, while impeding com-
petition in aew markets, such as cloud
gaming and subscriptions services. It
gave Microsaft five days to come up with
undertakings that would resolve its
worrles of face anoxtendod probe.

The challenge makes the CMa the
first regulator to sound the alarm over
Microsoft's biggest-ever deal and sets
out the hurdles it will have toovercome.

The CMA's objection last year to
Mvidia's $40bn purchase of chip
designer Arm came aftera similar initial
investigation and laid down a marker
for international regulatory action that
eventually bad tothe deal collapsing.

The Activision acquisition would
make Microsoft the third-biggest gam-
ing company In terms of revenues,

only China's Tencent and fapan’s
Sony. The CMA warned it would put
Microsaft in & posithon to harm rivals by
refusing them access to Activision
games, of by providing access on much
WOrse Lerms.

“We are concerned that Microsoft
ootld use its comtrol over popular games
like Cafl of Duty and World of Warcrgft
post-merger to harm rivals, inchuding
recent and futwre rivals in multl-game
subscription services and clond gam-
ing,” Sorcha O'Carroll, sendor director of

mergersat the CMA, said. The deal faces
similar scrutimy from other regalators.
The Eu an Commission is not
expected to begin its formal review
pracess for at least another month,
according Lo one person familiar with
the schedule, while the US Federal
Trade Commission does not follow a set
timetable and has not given amy indica-
tionofits thinkingon the deal.

Microsolt has tried towin over regula-
tors and industry opponents by saying
that Call of Dusty, the blockbuster game
that has brought in $30ba ia lifetime
sales for Activision, would continue to
be avallable on all conscles after the
deal, rather than being turned Ints an
exclusive title on Microsoft's Xbox.

“We're ready to work with the ChMA
onnext steps and address any of s con-
cerns,” sakl Brad Smith, Microsodt presi-
dentand vioe-chair.
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President Biden warned on Thursday against “a blind loyalty to a single leader and a wil

ngness to engage in political vno]r:-noe.
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Braving Shells,
Experts Reach
Ukraine Plant

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine — A
UM, inspection team finally
reached the embattled nuclear
power plant in Russian-occupied
southern Ukraine on Thursday, af-
ter an artillery bombardment
forced operators to shut down one
reactor and switch another to
emergency power, highlighting
the immense risks of combat
around a site loaded with radioac-
tive material.

The team of 14 experts with the
Imternational  Atomic  Energy
Agency planned to gauge the
damage to the Zaporizhzhia MNo-
clear Power Plant Trom weeks of
shelling. its abi o operate
safely and other ri |sks in one of the
most dangerous and complicated
missions in the agency’s history.

By evening, maost of the team
had headed back to Ukrainian-
held territory, leaving behind five
members who officials said would
stay into the weekend,

“Tworried, T worry and will con-
tinue to be worried™ about the
safety of the plant, Rafael Mariano
director general of the
said after returning from
. He said he had spent
about five hours at the plant, go-
ing to key locations there.

“Itis obwiows that the plant and
physical integrity of the plant
have been violated several times.”
he said in brief comments to re-
porters on a roadside. “By chance
or by deliberation? We don't have
the elements to assess that. But
this cannot continee to happen.”

“Whatever vou think about this
war, this is something that cannot
continue to happen;” he added.

Continued on Page AS

Tech Makers Weaning Themselves From China

By DAISUKE WAKABAYASHI

and TRIFF MICKLE

In the coming weeks, Apple and
Google will unveil their latest gen-
eration of smartphones, jockeying
to distinguish the new dewvices
from previous models. But one of
the most significant changes will
o largely unnoticed by con-
sumers: Some of these phones
will not be made in China.

A small portion of Apple's latest
iPhones will be made in India, and
part of Google's newest Pixel
phone production will be done in
Vietnam, people far ar  with
their plans sabd.

The shift is & response 1o grow-
ing concerns about the geopoliti-
cal tensions and pandemic-in-
duced supply-chain disruptions

U.S.-Beijing Tensions,
and Cheaper Labor,
Spur Gradual Shift

that have involved China in the
last fe'w years. China has long
been the world's factory floor for
high-tech electronics, unrivaled in
its ability tosecure legions of high-
skilled workers and the produc-
tion capacity to handle demand
for the next hot device.

Bul American companies
seeing more there a per-
spective forged during the Trump-
era trade war, with its tit-for-tat
tariffs, and cemenied by China's
saber-rattling  after  Speaker
MNancy Pelosi’s visit to Taiwan last

menth. They fear that basing a
supply n largely in China
thrust them into the middle of
escalating conflict with the United
States over Taiwan.

China is still, by far, the most
dominant consumer electronics
manufacturer. But i not  just
smartphone production that is
moving out the country. Apple is

ucing iPads in northern Viet-
nam. Microsolt has shipped Xbox
game consoles this vear from Ho
Chi Minh City. Amazon has been
making Fire TV devices in Chen-
nai, India. Several years ago, all of
these products were made in
China.

On Wednesday, China an-
nounced that factory activity had
contracted for a second straight
month in August, according to the

Continwed on Page AT
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Foxeconn, Apples largest contract manufacturer, has set up shop in Bac Giang Provinee, Vietnam.

New Jersey Bag Ban's Unforeseen Consequence:

By CLARE TOENISHOETTER

Micole Kramaritsch of Roxbary,
M_I, has 46 bags just sitting in her
garage. Brian Otto has 101 of them,
s0 many that he’s considering
sewing them into blackout cwre
tains for his baby's bedroom. (So
far, that idea has gone nowhere.y
Lili Mannuzza in Whippany has
T4,

“1 don't know what todo with all

she said.

wuntains of bags are an
unintended consequence of New
Jersey's strict new bag ban in su-
permarkets. It went into effect in
May and prohibits not only plastic
bags but paper bags as well. The
well-intentioned law seeks to cut
down on waste and single-use
plastics, but for many people whao
rely on grocery delivery and curb-
side pickup services their orders

Bid to Cut Waste Yields
Piles of Reusables

now come in heavy-duty reusable
shopping bags — lots and lots of
them, week after week

While nearly a dozen states na-
vomwide have implemented re-
strictions on  single-use  plastic

Too Many Bags

bags, Mew Jersey is the only one
to ban paper bags because of their
environmental impact. The law
also hans polystyrens foam food
containers and cups, and restricts
restaurants from  handing  out
plastic straws unless they're re-
quested._

Emily Gonyouw, 22, a gig worker
in Roselle Park who provides
shopping services for people

Continwed on Page ALF

Biden Portrays Democracy
As Under Fire in the U.S.

Says Extremism Stoked by Trump Threatens
“Very Foundations of Our Republic’

By ZOLAN KANNO-VOUNGS and MICHAEL D, SHEAR

PHILADELPHIA President
Biden traveled w Independence
Hall on Thursday to warn that
America's democratic values are
under assault by forces of extrem-
ism loyal to former President
Donald J. Trump, using a prime-
time address to  define the
midterm elections as a “bhattle for
the soul of this nation™

In a 24-minute speech, Mr. Bi-
den blamed his predecessor for
stoking a mowvement flled with
election deniers and people call-
ing for political violence, He went
out of his way to declare that not
all Republicans embrace extrem-
ism, however, and he said that de-
fending democracy will require
rejecting Mr. Trump and his ideal-
ogy in elections this fall.

“Donald Trump and the MAGA
Republicans represent an extrem-
ism that threatens the very foun-

dations of our Republic,” Mr. Bi-
den said, Aanked by Mari
guards,

“But there’s no question that

the Republican Party today is
dominated, driven and intimi-
dated by Donald Trump and the
MAGA Republicans” he added.
“And that is a threat te this coun-
i

Speaking to several hundred
spectators seated in front of Inde-
pendence Hall in Philadelphia,
where the country’s political inst
tutions were born, and just steps

from the Liberty Bell, Mr Biden
made it clear that he believes the
jcal violence and election de-
ed by the former presi-
s have damaged
America’s reputation abroad.

He cited the “extraocrdinary ex-
periment  of self-government”
represented by the American
Constitution and the Declara
of Independence, saying that “his-
rory tells us a blind loyalty to a sin-
ele leader and a willingness to en-
gage in political violence is fatal to
democracy.”

“The president was interrupted
by protesters who chanted “Let's
@0 Brandon” a reference to a
cride epithet aimed at Mr. Biden
that is popular among Mr
Trump's supporters. At one point,
the president joked that “good
manners is nothing they ever suf-
fered from,” but he also defended
their right to protest, saying
“theyre  entitled o be  out-
rageows.”

Before Mr. Biden delivered his
remarks, Representative Kewin
McCarthy of California. the top
House Republican, said it was
Democrats who were “disman-

tling Americans’ democracy be-
fore Our Very eyes
Adfier

he speech, Republicans

Isiden was maligning the
e who voted for

Mr Tnunp in the Z020 election.

Continued on Poge ALG

AN EARLY REMATCH Two years before the 2024 election,
key theme of the 2020 race, News Analysis. PAGE Al6

Eiden revived a

President

Power and Pull
Riveted Trump
In His Briefings

This article is by Julion E. Barnes,
Michael C. Bender and Maggie Ha-
berman.

WASHINGTON As  presi-
dent, Donald J. Trump showed the
most interest in intelligence brief-
ings when the topics revolved
around his personal relationships
with world leaders and the power
awvailable at his fingertips.

He took litthe interest in secret
weapnns programs, but he often
asked questions about the look of
Mavy ships and sometimes
quizzed briefers on the size and
of America’s nuclear ar-

lle was fascinated by opera-
tions to take out high-value tar-
gers, like those that led 1o the
deaths of Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,
the leader of the Islamic State, and
Maj. Gen. Qassim Suleimani, & top
Iranian commander. But the de-
tails of broader national security
policies bored him.,

Unlike some of his predeces-
sors, Mr. Trump did not care about
intelligence reports about U F.O.s,
but he would ask questions about
the assassination of President
John F. Kennedy:

Mr. Trump's appetite for sensi-
tive informartion is now ar the
heart of the criminal investigation
into his handling of hundreds af
classified documents he kept at
his Florida home after leaving of-
fice.

The subjects covered in the ma-
terial he kept remain unknown,
and the questions of why he took it
in the first place and why he re-
gisted returning it remain unan-
swered. The intelligence agencies
have yet to fully assess national
security risks, though they plan to
do so at the urging of lawmakers
in Congress, including the top
Democrat and Republican on the
Senate Intelligence Committes.

But a look at what most en-

Continued ont Page A17
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1 WILSOH/TIHE, NEW VORK TIRES
All of Gon. Gavin Mewsoms
proposals passed but one.

California Opts
For Big Actions
In Climate Bills

By BRAD PLUMER

California, with an economy
that ranks as the world's fifth-larg-
est, embarked this week on its
muost aggressive effort yet to con-
front climate change, after law-
kers passed a flurry of bills de-
ned to cut emissions and speed
away from fossil fuels,

Legislators approved a record
554 billion in climate spen =
and passed sweeping new restric-
tons on oil and gas drlling, as
well as a mandate that California
stop adding carbon dioxide 1o the
atmosphere by 2045,

And they wvoted to extend the
life of Diable Canyon, California’s
last nuclear power plant, by five
wyears, a step once unthinkable to
many environmentalists, Pro
nents said that California, which is
again struggling to keep the lights
on amid a scorching heat wave,
needed the emissions-free elec-
tricity from the noclear plant
while other clean sources like
wind and solar ramp up.

“The hills, passed late Wednes-
day night, marked a victory for
Gov. Gavin Mewsom, a Democrat
who has sought to portray himself
as a climate leader as he has

Corttinued on Page ALZ
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Roughing It? Not Anymore.
The pandemic turned Americans into
campers. The industry is betting ameni-
ties will keep them coming back. PAGE B1

Off-the-Grid Neighborhoods

A rooftop-solar company has asked
California for permission o build hous-
ing with its own microgrid. PAGE Bl
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How Taiwan Could Be Stifled
umn is honing its ability to blockade
an, giving Beijing the option of

g off the self-ruled island in its
campaign to take control of it. PAGE AR

Validation for Chinas Uyghurs
A ULN. assessment that China's actions
in Xinjiang may constitute “crimes
against humanity™ adds weight to efforts
to hold Beijing Monljnrﬁblc PAGE AG

Iran Deal Won't Ease Oil Woes
A suecessful deal to curb Iran's nuckear
program would lift sanctions on oil and
Bas exports. But it may already be 1oo
late for that to help this winter, PAGE A5

A Growing Water Crisis

Aging infrastructure and underinvest-
ment have left many cities’ water sys-
rem: tatters. Now climate shocks are
pushing them to failure. PAGE A12

Student Loan Plan Backlash
The White House's use of emergency
powers to enact debt relief is likely 1o
face kegal challenges that could freeze
the program before it starts.  PAGE ALS

MNew Boosters Expected in Days.
The C.D.C. has cleared Omicron-specific
Covid shots for all adults. But that
raises a question: How long should you
wait to get yours? PAGE A20

WEEKEND ARTS C1-12
A Time to Dance Again

After a hiatus, the Midsummer Might
Swing returned to New York, uniting
old friends and acquaintances, PAGE C1

Long Before Frodo Lived
Amazon's “Rings of Power” delivers
what fans expect, but it could thrive by
giving them what they don't.  PAGE €1

A Last Hurrah at the Open
Serena and Venus Willlams, likely
playing their final doubles match to-
gether, lost at the ULS, Open.  PAGE BS

Mational League Showdown
The Mets and Dodgers went 1oe 1o toe
in what could very well be a preview of

the MN.L.C.S. PAGE BID
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Shouldering
the inequities
of the drought

California’s dry wells
and dirty water affect
mostly low-income

communities of color.

By HAvLEY SMITH

VISALLA, Calif. — On a
hot morning in August, the
pressure gauge on Jesis
Benitez's well read about M
pounds per sguare inch —
barely enough for a trickle.

The T4-year-old has been
living just outside Visalia, in
the heart of California’s San
Joaguin Valley, for about 4
years, ever since he de-
camped from Downey in
search of blgger skies and
more space. But the once-
green 3-acre property that
was meant to be his retire-
ment haven is now dry, brit-
‘tle and brown.

Like a growing number of
Central Californians,
Benitez is bearing the brunt
of the state's punishing
drought, which is evaporat-
ing the state's surface water
even as a frenzy of well
drilling saps precious re-
servesunderground. As are-
sult. the number of dry wells
in California has increased

T0% since last year, while the
number of Californians liv-
ing with contaminated
drinking water is at nearly
1 millior.

The majority of those
people live in low-income
communities and communi-
ties of color, state data show
— and experts say heat,
drought and climate change
are only making those ineq-
uities worse.

“We're fighting an uph
battle due ko climate
change.” said Gregory
Fierce, director of the Hu-
man Right to Water Solu-
tions Lab at UCLA. “Even
with the progress we're mak-
ing, there are other losses
that few people anticipated
when It comes to heat m-
pacts on water quality ... and
the pace at which people,
and even larger systems, are
at risk of running out of wa-
ter entirely.”

Benitez is one of the un-
lucky people dealing with
‘both. His sputtering well —
the only source of water on
his property — is polluted
with nitrates, uranium and
hexavalent ehromium,
which are becoming more
concentrated as the water
draws down. He and about

[See Drought, A9]

Briay van nEs Bruo Les Angeles Times

FRANK FERRIERA, GE, pulls a handful of fresh
water from an open pipe at his farm in Visalia, Calif,

Test scores show
COVID’s fallout

MNational data reveal
biggest drops among
students who were
already struggling.

By Parouma ESQUIivEL
AND HowAaRD BLUME

MNational reading and
math test scores of 9-year-
olds released Thursday re-
wvealed alarming trends
about the extent of the pan-
demie's negative effect on
learning, with scores s
ing the steepest dec
decades and the biggest
drops among children who
were already academically
struggling.

The declines and wide
equity gaps come as Los An-
geles Unified Supt. Alberto

Carvalho said he has re-
wviewed unreleased state test
scores in the nation’s sec-
ond-largest school district
that “show devastating loss
In terms of student achieve-
ment levels, particularly in
reading and mathematics.”

Average math scores on
the National Assessment of
Educational Progress tests
fell 7 points, to 234 on a 0-500
scale. For students perform-
ing in the bottom 0%, the
drop was 12 ints. com-
pared with 3 points for those
in the top 10%:

Average reading scores
fell 5 points, Lo 215, Students
performing in the lowest 10%
lost 10 points. The top 100
of test takers lost about 2
points.

“That's five times the rate
of loss in reading,” Carvalho

[Ses Test scores, A12]
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Pootographs by RINGO H.OW. CH
A FIREFIGHTER douses hot spots lrom the Route fire. "It's very hot, and it being very hot ele
wildfire risk and also makes the physical challenge of responding to fires more acute,

Associated Press
ates the
says one expert.

Strained fire crews face
growing heat-illness risk

Searing temps paused ground fight on Route blaze

By HAVvLEY SMITH
AND BRITTNY MEJIA

‘The first pager alert came Wednes-

day at 3:02 p.m.

It was 12 degrees beneath a cloud-
less sky, and a firefighter battling the
still-nascent Route fire near Castaic
was in need of medical assistance,

‘The next alert came five minutes

lat

County Fire Department.

By late afternoon, seven firefight-
ers were taken to the hospital with
what officials say was heat-related ill-

ness.
The illnesses —

er.
“It started one, then another, and
then there was a page that covered
wo of them,” recalled Thomas Ewald,
deputy fire chief with the Los Angeles

which were re-

ported just hours after the Route fire

ignited amid a punishing summer
heat wave — mark a disturbing turn-

and greater

ing point in the 2022 fire season as a
confluence of climate factors come to

bear on California,

Experts say the combination of ex-
treme dryness, sOaring temperatures
[See Hlness,

Al2]

WIND WHIPS cmbers fl:O].ll the Route fire in Castaic. Dryness, heat

requency of fires compound the toll on crews.

Weather stokes the flames, stresses the grid

The Route fire surpasses 5,200 acres as another of similar size burns
near the border. A statewide Flex Alert is extended. CALIFORNIA, B1

Omicron boosters set to roll out

CDC advises shots
for Americans 12 and
older to combat
dominant strain:

By CoriNneE PURTILL
AND EaArReEn EaPLan

‘The United States will re-
place most of its COVID-18
booster shots with updated
versions that target the
dominant Omicron strains
and streamline its ongoing

vaccination campaign, the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention announced
Thursday.

Under the new plan,
Americans ages 12 and up
will be asked to roll up their
sleeves for the reformulated
boosters, which are engi-
neered Lo combat the BA4
and BA.5 subvariants along
with the original coronsavi-
rus that arrived in the TLS. in
early 2020. The “bivalent™
boosters could begin going
intoarmsin amatterofdays.

People will be eligible for

the new shots if it's been at
least two months since their
last dose. About 209 million
Americans currently meet
those criteria; most of them
haven't received a shot in
more than six months.

The change was recom-
mended Thursday by the
Advisory Committee on Im-
munization Practices, an in-
fuential group of vaccine ax-
perts that provides guid-
ance to the CDC. Dr
Rochelle Walensky, the
agency’s director, guickly ac-
cepted the group's advice.

The two offerings — one
from Pfizer and BioNTech
for people 12 and older and
another from Moderna for
adults 18 and over — repre-
sent the first substantial
change to the COVIDAAS vac-
cine recipe sinee the coun-

try’s immunization cam-
paign  began nearly  two
years ago. The original

boosters that don't target
BA 4 and BA S will no longer
be available to those 12 and

I=N
“The updated COVID-19
[Ses Vaccine, MAG]

What a post-Pelosi future means for California

State may lose sway in

D.C. when she leaves
— even if McCarthy

takes over as speaker.

BY JENNIFER HARERKORN

WASHINGTON — Cali-
fornia could e onthe cusp of
losing one of the most effec-
tive national political allies
it's ever had.

MNow in her second stint
as House speaker. Nancy
Pelosi has quietly and re-
lentlessly promoted prog-
ressive California-backed
policies on topics such as cli-

mate change, drought and
healthcare.

She's credited with en-
suring the state pocketed a
larger share of federal fund-
ing, and with bolstering the
influence of California™s 42-
member Democratic con-
gressional delegation.

She said in Nowvember
2020 that this would be her
last term as speaker. though
she has since distanced her-
selffrom that timeline At 82,
she is running for reelection
in her San Francisco dis-
trict, but some think she
might retire after the mid-
term.

‘The prospect of Pelosi's
departure has some Califor-

nians pondering what kind
of power vacuum she will
leave. and what it will mean
for the state’s influence in
Washington.

More alarming to those
who have become accus-
tomed to California Demo-
crats’ outsized influence is
that Pelosi might be hand-
ing the speaker's gavel to a
fellow Californian, House
Minority Leader Kevin Mce-
Carthy of Bakersfield.

His Republican Party's
policies — in California and
nationwide — are often dia-
metrically opposed to those
supported by the state's li-
beral leadership and most of

See Pelosi, A7)

SPEAHKER PELOSI is running to keep her House
seat, but some expect her to retire after the midterm.

KENT MISHIMURA Lo Angelies Times

Judge appears

open to Trump's
records request
“WWhat is the harm” in
appointing a special

master to review files
seized by the FBI? the
jurist asks. NATION, A2

Would a blind
trust suffice?
Critics say Caruso’s
pledge to shift assets, if
elected, may still invite
conflicts of interest.
CALIFORNLA, B

Weather
Sunny and hot.
L.A. Basin: 95/73. B6

BUSINESS INSIDE: California will keep a nuclear power plant open for five more years. A8
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Biden
calls out
Trump
as threat

Blind MAGA loyalty can
be ‘fatal to democracy,
president says in address

BY WASMEEN ABUTALER
axD Marisa LaTn

PHILADELFHILA — President
Biden delivered a forceful address
Thursday on what he called a
dangerous assault on American
democracy, warning that “too
much of what’s happening in our
country today is not normal” as
“Donald Trump and the MAGA
Republicans represent an extrem-
ism that threatens the very foun-
dations of cur republic™

Biden's speech, outside Phila-
delphia’s Independence Hall, was
a remarkable assessment from a
sitting president that the fabric of
American governamnee is under se-
rious threat — “we do ourselves no
favors to pretend otherwise” he
sail. While Biden did not name
Republicanzs other than the for-
mer president, he warned of elec-
tion deniers who have won Be-
publican primaries and those
who have sought to overturn legit-
imate elections.

“We are still at our core a de-
mseracy — yet history tells us that
blind loyalty to a single leader,
and the willingness to engage in
political violence, is fatal to de-
moeracy,” Biden said. "There is no
question that the Republican Par-
ty is dominated, driven and intim-
idated by Donald Trump amd the
MAGA Republicans.”

Biden on Thursday appeared to

SEEBIDEN 0N AL+

rmorrow: Parthy sunmny 0171 BS

Smith and Ariel Watson walk throogh the Prince Hall Village Aj:

Democracy Dies in Darkness
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TAM 15 KALIFA FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

in Port Arthur, Tex.,

Brandy housing
in August. The city is home o three oil refineries, two liguid natural wtg—-umﬂ:and al least 40 other facilities that release toxins.

Ringed by fossil fue

Muostly Black, Latino residents of Port Arthur, Tex., feal new climate law will leave

BY SArAN KAPLAN

PORT ARTHUR, TEX. — On any given day at
the Prince Hall apartment complex, the
breeze might carry soot and reek of burning
tar. Black smoke might billow overhead as
excess gas is burned at one of the refineries
directly across the road. The fumes make
Ariel Watson's head ache until she can barely
think. Jeremy Roy, 9, closes his windows
against air that “stinks like farts.™

For the mostly Black and Latino residents
of Port Arthur — home to three oil refineries,
two liquid natural gas terminals and at least
40 other facilities that release toxing inte the

s, fig

air — the burning of fossil fuels is a local
health hazard as well as a planetary threat.
But as Democrats celebrate the passage of &
hard-fought climate deal, with historie in-
vestments in clean energy as well as conces-
sions w the fossil fuel indostry, locals fear
that the legislation may leave their commu-
nity behind.

T secure the vote of Sen. Joe Manchin 11T
(D-WVa,), party leaders committed to aue-
tion off more drilling leases and relax
permitting requirements for new projects.
Experts say the measures may prolong the
environmental damage many Americans
face — especially in areas where petroleum

ghting for clean air

them behind

products are produeed  for export, Now,
peaple in Port Arthur and other industrial
ocommunities say they must fight to main-
tain what power they have left: the ability to
comment on — and push back against —
polluting infrastructure.

“We're battling for a ¢lean environment,
not just for the sake of climate change, but
for the sake of the air that we breathe and the
water that we drink.” said Hilton Kelley, a
Port Arthur native and founder of the
Community in Power and Dewelopment
Association, a local environmental justioe
group. “We're battling for our life”

SEE CLIMATE ON AZ0

CDC
says to
gel new
booster

MILLIONS AS YOUNG
AS 12 ARE ELIGIBLE

Omicron shots could be
available this weekend

By LEna H. SUm

The Centers for Disease Control
and  Prevention recommended
Thursday that millions of eligible
Americans, including those as
young as 12, pet an  updated
‘omicron-targeting booster shot to
bolster defenses against serious
illness and death during o poten-
tial fall or winter rise in covid-19
cases.

CDC Director Rochelle Walen-
sky endorsed a recommmendation
by an advisory panel, paving the
wiy for some dinicians, pharma-
cies and other providers to begin
administering the shots as early
as this weekend. The Advisory
Committee on  Immuonization
Practices voted 13-1 to recom-
mend updiated shots from Moder-
na, for those 1B and older, and
from Pfizer-BioNTech, for people
12 and older.

Thursday's action. along with
authorization of the shots a day
earlier by the Food amd Dirag Ad-
ministration, marked another
turning point in the pandemic and

the persistent struggle to
tamp down illness and death 2V
years since the pandemic daamed

“The updated COVID-19 bowgst -
ers are formulated to better pro-
tect against the most recently

SEL BOOSTER ON A8

No snap
decision
on special
masler

BY PERRY STEIN
AND DEVLIN BARRETT

WEST PALM BEACH, FLA. — A
federal judge seemed sympathet-
ic to an nts presented by
Donald Trump's attorneys in a
eourtroom  Thursday that the
former president may retain
some executive privileges after
b left the White House.

But U.S. District Judge Aileen
M. Cannon did not issue a ruling
from the bench on whether she
would grant the legal bteam's
request to appoint a special mas-
ter to review material seized
from Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resi-
dence and club, instead saying
she would deliver a written deci-
sion in “due course”™

Cannon also sald she would

SEE TRUMP ON A%

2020; Ginni Thomas pressed Wis.
lawmakers over Biden's win. A4

Tennis legend:

As Serena Williams i

BY L1z CLARKE

When Serena Williams was
given a chance to clarify her
retirement timetable aftor she 8
extended her career at least one
more match with a first-round
LS, Open victory Monday, she
gamely deflected the question

“I've heen pretty vague ahout
it, right? Williams said with a
chuckle. “I'm going to stay vague
hecause you never knoa™

With it, Williams followed a
well-established pattern at the
elite ranks of professional tennis:
There is no pattern when it comes
to retirement.

For some champions, the deci-
sion is dictated by injury; the
body simply fails them.

For athers, something essen-
tinl withers in the heart — the
compulsion to push and punish
themselves daily to stay at the

bog.
For others, the decision is
messy, fraught with second-

puessing. Some days, they're sure
they are tapped out; other days,
the competitive tush returns.

SEE WILLIAMS ON A6

are nol alway

showing at this year’s U.

the retirement type

. Open, saying goodbye can be complicated

o —

FTRARSS, FTLARKLIN I ASSIOATED PRESS

Serena Williams, a 23-time Grand Slam champion, entered this year's ULS. Open ranked G05th.
But the #0-year-old, who carlier this summer spoke of retiring after the major event, has started
with two straight wins, including Wednesday's victory, above, over world No. 2 Anett Kontaveit.

IN THE NEWS

Back to

searches for normaley amid war. A0

Airlines get a br
Might cancellations and delay:
months could allow the

aine marked the first day of
i I rituals as the country

THE NATION

Sen. Lindsey O,
Graham (R-5.C.) must
appear before a Georgia
grand jury investigating
possible attempts to dis
rupt the 2020 clection,
a judge Tuled. A2

The House panel prob-
i the JTan. & attack on
the Capitol has asked to
interview former speak-
er Mewt Gingrich. A2
Pennsylvania Demo-
crat John Fetterman's
stroke recovery coubd
Tamper plans to debate
GOF Senate nominee
Mehmet Oz A%

THE WORLD
Outgolng privme

ter Boris Tohnsomn conld
add dozens of political
allies and big donors to
Britain's already bloated
House of Lords. A5
China lashed oul at
thee TN over its release
of a report that found
the crackdown on ethnic
bl Xinii

rights vialatic
LN, experts jowrmneyed
throwgh dangerons
territory to begin
inspection of Ukraine’s
embattled Zaparizhzhia
nuchear power plant, Ag

THE ECONOMY
Republican atiorneys
general and conserva-

tive groups are readying
potential lawswits to
block President Biden's
plan to eancel some
student debt., A13

The governor of Mis-
sissippi deployed 00
Mational Guard troops:
at water distribution
sites across Jackson. Ale
Thwditter is testing o
button that wouled let
users edit tweets shortly
after they ave posted,
but not everyone thinks
that's a good idea. A16

THE REGION

A former New York
officer who assanlted
police on Jan. &, 2021,
received 10 years in pris-
on, the longest sentenee
vet stemming from the
insurre 9 1}

Kellye SoRelle, an
attorney for the Oath
Korpers, was arrested

on charges related to the

Capitol riot. 11
A Former nurse procti-
tioner is suing CVS
Health, saying she was
fired from an Alexan-
dria location lox not

i

announced measures to
wombat teacher short-
ages and student kearn-
imgg o irgi
A class-aetion
challenged the Prir
Georges Connty han on
pit bulls, calling the
ordinance vague and
not based in science, B
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Killing of
Black man
deepens
Ohio’s pain

BY Marina LoPEs,
BRITTANY SIIAMMAS
AND JOANNA SLATER

The killing of an unarmed Black
man shot in bed by an Ohio police
officer this week was “umerly
senseless.” a lawyer for the man's
family said Thursday, calling for
accountability and immediate re-
form amid a spate of police shoot-
ings in Columbus, the state capi-
tal

Inbody-camera footage of Tes-
day’s shooting released by author-
ities, a Columbus police offlcer
pushes open a bedroom door and
immediately fires at Donovan
Lewis, 20, as he sits up in bed.

Officers had entered the apart-
ment around 2:30 am. with a
police dog to serve Lewis arrest
warrants on charges of domestic
violence, assault and Improper
handling of a firearm, Sgt. Joe
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A stacked lineup
Must-sae AULhors at the
Mational Book Festival,
which is in-person for the
first time in two years.

STYLE
Pumpkin spice
The popular seasanal
flawor has gone from fall
trend to an inevitabia
part of cur ves, €1
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Is biometric entry coming
as paper stubs disappear?

Collectors mourn loss of nostalgia and physical l
mementos of souvenir tickets. In Money

Military
sexual
assaults
surge

Report comes despite
vows to crack down

Tom Vanden Brook
usa TODAY

WASHINGTON — A new Pentagon
survey shows women in the military
endured the highest level of unwanted
sexual contact since the Defense
Department began tracking the data
16 vears ago, a startling finding that
shows sexual crimes ng steadily
despite hundreds of millions spent to
curb the problem and vows by senior
leaders to tackle it.

The new Pentagon survey
also shows that trust in the
military to treat accusers
with dignity is declining.

The Pentagon estimates that sexual
assaults among female service mem-
bers surged an estimated 35% from
2018 to 2021. The survey shows that
8.4% of women and L5% of men in the
active-duty military said they had
been the victim of a sex crime, ranging
from groping to rape, according to re-
sults of the survey obtained by USA
TODAY. In 2018, an estimated 6.2% of
women in the armed services were
victims of unwanted sexual contact.

The previous high for women was
6.8% in 2006, the same year that
produced the highest on record for
men at L8%.

UsaA TODAY obtained some of the
new data from sources familiar with a
briefing that was given to members of
Congress late Wednesday. The sources
were not authorized to speak publicly
before the report’s release.

Other findings: About 1in 5 troops —

See MILITARY, Page S5A
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Quitters are making more
How much U.S. workers' wages
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Return to Middle-earth
for ‘The Rings of Power’

But where are the hobbits? Everything you need
to know about Amazon's epic prequel. In Life

USA TODAY
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ROM CHENOYS
USA TODAY SPORTS

PREGMNANT

Wilson
saddling up
with Broncos
for a while

MNine-time Pro Bowl
quarterback reportedily
agrees to a five-year
contract extension that is
worth up to $245 million.
In Sports

ATHLETES, ABORTION & ANXIETY
AS RIGHTS ERODE, FEAR FOR FUTURE OF WOMEN’S SPORTS

Colleges, coaches face
post-Roe uncertainty

Mancy Armour, Lindsay Schnell
and Steve Berkowitz
USA TODAY

A University of Kentucky athlete
who is pregnant is to be educated on
“all available options,” so she can
make “decisions that she believes are
in her best interest.”

Yet nowhere does the athletic de-
partment’s current pregnancy policy,
published in April 2020, acknowl-
edge that the near-total ban on abor-
tion that now exists in Kentucky
might put those two statements at
odds. Nor does it offer guidance — for
the athlete, her coaches and the peo-
ple who provide her with medical
care — on how to navigate such a con-
tradiction on a decision that could
forever alter a young woman's life.

And it does nothing to address the
whiplash speed with which abortion
laws throughout the country are
changing, with bans lifted one week

Patchwork
laws and
outdated

guidelines

offer no clarity
for athletes

ABOUT THIS SERIES

This is the first story in what
will be an ongoing series in
response to the June 24
Supreme Court ruling that
overturned Roe v. Wade, the
1973 case that granted women
a constitutional right to an
abortion.

and put back in place the next.

The Supreme Court decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade, one Power Five
coach told USA TODAY Sports, is
causing “major panic” across wom-
en’s college sports.

Inn the two months since the ruling
inthe case of Dobbs v. Jackson Wormn-
en’'s Health Organization, roughly a
third of women in the U.S. have lost
access to abortion. In college athletic
departments, this has prompted
anxiety and concern about what the
decision will mean for female ath-
letes and the people their families
have trusted to protect them.

Mostly, though, it has created
uncertainty. Coaches, athletic ad-
ministrators and support staff are
trying to figure out, often on their
own, what is allowed and what isn't;
what they can say and what they
can't; and what they will do if — when

See ABORTIOMN, Page 6A
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Students more diverse but

school segregation persists

Tiffany Cusaac-Smith
usa ToDAY

The student population in U.S. pub-
lic schools has grown significantly
more diverse, but segregation remair
a persistent concern, a recent federal
government study found.

The Government Accountability
Office found that in the 2020-21 school
year, more than a third of K-12 students
attended schools where 75% or more
of students were of the same race or
ethnicity. About 15% of students went
to schools where 90% or more of the
students were of a single race or eth-
nicity, the study said.

Although school segregation is of-

See SCHOOLS, Page 2A

The Midwest and Northeast had the
highest percentages of schools with
homogenous racial makeup, the GAD
Says. RICH JANZARUK/USA TODAY NETWORK

Math, reading
skills are stagnant
or slumping

Kayla Jimenez
usa ToDAay

New federal data reveals that 9-
year-olds” reading and math scores
have declined significantly across the
board since the start of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The results show the largest aver-
age score decline in reading since 1990,
and the first-ever score decline in
mathematics, the National Center for
Education Statistics said.

In other words, no group of high- or
low-performing students was spared
from a decline in performance by the
pandemic and remote schooling.

See SCORES, Page 2A
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Brasileiro
tenta atirar
em Cristina
Kirchner

Um homem identificado
como Fernando Andrés
Sabag Montiel, brasileiro,
tentou atirar em Cristina
Kirchner, ex-presidente e
atual vice-presidente da
Argentina, na noite de on-
tem em Buenos Aires e foi
preso. Segundo o ministro
da Seguranca, Anibal Fer
niandez, o suspeito acio-
nou o gatilho, mas a pisto-
lan&ao disparou. MundoAls

Orgdo determina
suspender cigarro
eletrénico no Brasil

Cotidianoe Bl

Vanessa Ziotti

Novo hype ndo € ser
autista, sr. Pondé,

€ desinformar
Opinido A3

s la C1

Rock in Rio comeca
hoje e tera atragdes
como Dua Lipa, Iron
Maiden e Justin Bieber

Ag:nte acamerano codigo
e baixe o novo app da Folha
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PIB supera expectativas e avanca 1,2% no segundo trimestre

A economia brasileira cres-
ceu 1,2% nosegundo trimes-
tre deste ano na compara-
CA0 com oS trés meses ante-
riores e acumula avango de
3% em relacfio ao nivel pré-
pandemia (anterior a margo
de 2020), informou ontem o
IBGE (Instituto Brasileiro de
Geografia e Estatistica).

Aalta do PIB (Produto In-
terno Bruto), que superou as
expectativas do mercado fi-
nanceiro, foi puxada sobre-
tudo pelo desempenho do
seror de servigos, o mais cas-
tigado pela onda de Covid.
Também tiveram alta acima
do esperado o consumo das
familias e os investimentos.

0 resultado levou econo-
mistas a revisarem as pro-
jeghes anuais para algo per-
to de 3% —a edicao mais re-
cente do boletim Focus, no
qual o Banco Central rei-
ne nimeros do mercado,
previa 2,1%. Ainda assim,
analistas anteveem desace-
leragio neste semestre.

O periodo de abril ajunho
traz reflexos da reabertura
de atividades apds as res-
rigtes na pandemia. Com
o aumento da circulagiio de
pessoas e avolta de negdei-
os presenciais, houwve impul-
so paraosetor de servigos, o
principal do PIB, comalta de
1,3% no periodo. mercado a22

AMNALISE

Vinicius Torres Freire
Estimulo federal
ajuda, mas ritmo
excede o esperado e
pede explicacdes

Mercado AZ3

Lula tem 45% e Bolsonaro, 32%:;
Ciro chega a 9%, e Tebet, a 5%

Ex-governador e senadora avancam, e petista se distancia de vitdria no 1° turno, mostra Datafolha

O ex-presidente Luiz Indcio
Lula da Silva (PT) oscilou
dois pontos abaixo, para 45%,
e o presidente Jair Bolsona-
ro (PL) manteve-se em 32%
na nova pesquisa Datafolha
para a eleicio presidencial.

PAINEL

Cire Gomes (PDT) passou
de 7% para 9%, e Simone Te-
bet (MDB), de 2% para 5%.
Foram ouvidos 5.734 elei-
tores nos dias 30, ;1e19, e
a margem de erro é de dois
pontos nas duas direcoes.

Campanha petista fara ofensiva
para tentar evitar segundo turno

Revisio para cima do PIB reforgou entre lulistas ideia de
que & preciso vencer no 1° turno. Estratégia € ampliar ata-
ques a Jair Bolsonaro e atrair eleitor de Ciro Gomes. as

Assim, a fatia de votos vili-
dos de Lula fica em 48%, sen-
do mais provivel o segundo
trno. O petista perdeu d pon-
tos de frente em Sdo Paulo
elidera por 5 pontos no mai-
or colégio eleitoral do pais.

Olevantamento € o primei-
rofeito apds o debate organi-
zadoem pool porFolha, UOL
e TVs Bandeirantes e Cultu
ra, 0 inico até agora, no do-
mingo (28). O desempenho
da emedebista foi elogiado.

Haddad lidera com 35%; Tarcisio
sobe a 21%, Rodrigo, a 15% em SP

Caiu avantagem de Fernando Haddad (PT) para o governo
paulista. De 38% no dia 18, passou a 35%. Tarcisio de Freitas
{Republicanos) subiu 5 pontos; Rodrigo Garcia (PSDB), 4. A7

EDITORIAIS A2

Acima do esperado

Sobre desempenho daeco-
nomia brasileira no 2 tri.

Lua crescente

A respeito de geopolitica
da nova corrida espacial,

Brasileiro Fernando Sabag Montiel, 35, ataca Cristina Kirchner, 69, no bairro da Recoleta, em Buenos Aires  @LsutaraMaislin me Twitter

ATMOSFERA

Sao Paulo hoje
29°

& 11" :
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18k 24n

Fante: wwrw. climatempe.com. br

Segunda
11° 19°

A um més da primeira ro-
dada, o Datafolha mostra
que Lula teria 53% das inten
coes de voro em um segun-
do turno, e Bolsonaro, 38%.
E a menor diferenca entre
os dois aré agora. Politica A4

Eleitor que niao
deixar celular com
mesario nio
votard, diz TSE

Politica A1

Governo deve dar
auxilio a mais
804 mil familias

O governo Jair Bolsonaro
preparaainclusio de mais
83,8 mil familias no Au-
xilio Brasil, a um més das
eleigdes, Assim, os domici-
lios beneficiados passarac
de 21 milhdes. Os recur
s0s virdao de MP que abriu
crédito extraordindrio de
R$ 26 bilhdes. Mercado a19

Petrobras reduz
hoje precoda
gasolina em 7%

Mercado AZH
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Golf Residences
com vista
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de golfe de
18 buracos por

Rees Jones.

Veja nas paginas AB e A9,




ULTIMAHORA

Bauncon, viermes 2

www.ultimahora.com

27

,

)

| ru-—fr
I"-'_A

Ministerio de Hacienda entrego el proyecto y pide prudencia a legisladores

PGN 2023 preve tomar deuda
por unos USD 1.860 millones

43.744

_l |04

. 1001

millones de dolares es el PIB estimado | millones de dolares, un 1.5% del PIB,  |millones de
para el proximo afio proyectan como déficit fiscal pago de

4.148
dolares seran destinados al
los sueldos en el Estado

-
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Emotivo. Con gran alegria

B dieron la bienvenida a Mons.

Adalberto Martinez, quien se
trasladé en caravana del Ag

fl.'lpl.l&rtﬁ Mi-h! la Cateural

Cardenal buscara unldad y entendlmlento
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Macron peine a installer
son Conseil de la refondation

Le nouvel organe de délibération imaginé par le chef de I'Etat, qui doit voir le jour
le 8 septembre, est boycotté par toutes les oppositions et plusieurs corps intermédiaires.

Tout est prét pour lancer en
grande pompe le Conseil
national de la refondation
[CHR), le jeudi § septem

bire @ les bristals d'invitation
ont été envoyes, le lieu a éte
trouvé - le Centre national

du rughy, & Marcoussis -, et
un secrétaire général, Fran

gois Bayrou, a été nommé
pour coordonner les débats.
Ne manguent que les parti-
cipants... Mais les défections
se succoédent & moins d une

semaine du premier ren-
dez-vous de cette nouvelle
instance de concertation
voulue par Emmanuel Ma
cron. Les oppositions dé-
noncent unanimement une
commission «gadget » qui

se substituerait au role du
Parlement. Syndicats et as

sociations d'élus sont éga-
lement réticents, craignant
une instrumentalisation des
débats au profit de I"exécu-
tif. « Dans la période actuelle

abl 'on fait face a des défis
considérables, est-ce naturel
de refuser la discussion avant
méme qu'elle n'ait commen

of 7=, g'interroge la pre-
miére ministre, Elisabeth
Borne.

- LES SYNDICATS RESERVES SUR L'UTILITE DE LA REUNION - BEAUDET: « LE CONTRAT AVEC LES PARTICIPANTS DOIT ETRE ETABLI CLAIREMENT = - AURORE BERGE:
« CHACUN DOIT PRENDRE PART AU DIALOGUE » - DES ALLIES EN ORDRE DISPERSE - MACRON PEINE A CONVAINCRE LES FRANCAIS PAGES 24 5 ET L'EDITORLAL

La grogne des dlplnmate-s

,i' ! tor:trc la réforme du (lu.il d: Orqa;

_ g1

Dans un monde en tension oit Emmanuel Macron veut faire de la France une « puissance déquilibres =, les diploma-
tes dénoncent la perte d’expertise que provoquera la disparition de leur statut voulue par le chef de 1'Etat. PAGES 6ET?

E EDITORIAL per vves Thréard ythreard@iefigarats
Fragile refondation

& Conseil national de la refonda-
tlon aura-t-il lieu? L'affaire est
en train, semble-t-il, de tourner
au fiasco. Convoque le 8 septem-
bre, cet objet politique non iden-
tifi¢, destiné a réunir acteurs politiques,
syndicats, associations et citoyens pour ré-
fléchir aux grands sujets du moment, a du
plomb dans I'aile. Le boyeott est quasi ge-
néral. Edouard Philippe lui-méme prend le
prétexte d'un vovage au Canada pour s'en
exempter, Charge de le présider, Frangois
Bavrou devrait 'y senlir tres seul..
L'idée, saugrenue, de ce CNR avait €t€ lan-
cée par Emmanuel Macron juste avant les
elections législatives. Sans doute persuade
que celles-ci lui donneraient une conforta-
ble majorité, le président réélu souhaitait
montrer que son camp n'entendait pas
monopoliser tous les pouvoirs, Les « gilets
jaunes» etaient passes par la.
A cdté de la démocratie représentative,
I'heure est venue, selon lul, de la démocra
tie participative. Le «coup de com» est
non seulement gros, mais inutile, Le scru
tin a finalement fait la part belle au Ras-
semblement national et aux Insoumis, qui
peuvent désormais donner de la wvoix

allleurs que dans les médias et dans la rue.
Ce CNR peut donc &tre vu aujourd*hul par
les oppOsitions comime une remise en ques-
tion de la légitimité du suffrage universel
direct.

Confier I"avenir de la France i des citoyens
tirés au sort quand certains nouveaux par—
lementaires rivalisent déja d'élucubrations
sur le sexe des anges reléeve au mieux du

O . goht du risque,
Il Ne joue Pas au pire de in-

3 5 conséquence !

lmpunement Le précedent de
avec les la convention ci-
SmbO]ES toyenne pour le

climat aurait di
servir de lecon. Les concluslons de cette
agora, remises en 2020 et souvent irréalis—
tes, ont fini en classement vertical, malgre
toutes les belles promesses.,

On ne joue pas impunément avec les sym-
boles, en I'occurrence celui du Conseil na-
tional de la Résistance. Méme si de crise en
crise et d'un Conseil de défense a 1"autre
Emmanuel Macron se pose volontiers en
chef de guerre, il est presomptueux de vou-
loir confondre les époques et mélanger les
genres. |
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Ces
entreprises
francaises
qui ont choisi
de rester

en Russie

Auchan, Bic, Danone, Lacta-
lis, TotalEnergles, Sanofi..
Six mais aprés I"invasion de
I'Ukraine, un certain nom

bre de groupes francals ont
décidé de maintenir leurs
activités en Russie. Une si-
tuation complexe, compte
tenu des sanctions interna-
tionales et de la pression des
pouvairs publics russes. Ces
entreprises, dont les salariés
sur place sont désormais
presque tous des locaux,
sont en particulier confron-
tees a des difficultés logisti-
ques permanentes. PAGE 22
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Revealed: two out of three police
forces hit by increase in gun crime

® Offences have doubled
ina decade in eight
areas, official data shows

® Northern England
badly affected while
numbers fall in London

Putin to snub
Gorbachev by
missing funeral

Robyn Vinter

Two in three police force areas in
England and Wales are experienc-
img rising gun crime, with one force
facing levels six times higher than

a decade ago, Guardian analvsis of

Home Office data has found.
While firearms offences are down

14% overall in 10 years - helped by a
bigfallin London - 29 out of 43 police
forces have had an increase in gun
crime during that time, In eight of
these it has more than doubled.
Gun crime has come to national
attention in the past fortnight after
the fatal shootings of three peoplein
Liverpool in the space of aweek. The
most recent death was that of Olivia
Pratt-Korbel, nine, who was killed

aftera masked gunman chased some-
one else into her home. Police said
vesterday that two guns had been
used in the attack, and they released
CCTV footage of the suspect.

Concerns are now being raised
about the availability of firearms in
parts of the north of England and the
Midlands as some police forces are
struggling to tackle rising gun crime
with fewer officers.

Andrew Roth
Maoscow

Vladimir Putin will not attend the
funeral of Mikhail Gorbachev, the
last leader of the Soviet Union, the
Kremlin has said, in what will be
seen asan extraordinary snub by the
Russian president,

Gorbachey, who died on Tuesday
aged 91, will not receive an official
state funeral, a Kremlin spokesper-
son has indicated, making him the
first leader since Nikita Khrushchev
not to be accorded that honour.,

The spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov,
said schedule constraints meant

Putin would not attend a ee
public farewell ceremony

A Viadimir
Futin beside
the caffin of the
former Soviet
leader Mikhail
Gorbachev

in Moscow
yesterday
PHOTOGRAFH: AP

The sharpest rise is in the north-
east, where gun crime has more than
tripled from an average of 91 firearms
offencesa year from 2009 to 2012, to
204 a year between 2019and 2022, In
the Cleveland police area, firearms
offences have risen almost sixfold,
from a yearly average of 22 to 127,

Gun crime numbers have more

than doubled in 10 years oe
in the Durham, Sussex,

Treasury
draws up
options for
mini budget
in fortnight

Larry Elliott
Alex Lawson

The Treasury is working on a menu
of options tocounter Britain's cost of
living crisis in readiness for an emer-
gency mini budget due to take place
withintwoweeksif Liz Trussreplaces
Boris Johnson as prime minister,

With bookmakers’ odds and
opinion polls showing Truss the clear
favourite to move into 10 Downing
Street next week, officials are draw
ing up plans that would allow the new
government to move quickly over
bills and longer-term reforms of the
energy market,

Truss said she wanted toannounce
apackage by the end of the month but
parliament will go into recess on 22
September for the party conference
season. That would leave the chancel-
lor, expected to be Kwasi Kwarteng,
with little more than a fortnight to
choose from a range of measures.

The Treasury accepts that the
£15bn package of support announced
by Rishi Sunak in May will be inade-

guate given the subsequent oe
rise in the cap on average



