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‘FU h at Inflation ticked downward to 8.3% in April.
Phoenix and Atlanta climbed to over 10%, Pl‘essure
\_ eWws more than twice that of San Francisco. -
. Continues,
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e U.S. consumer-price index, change from a year earlier +8.3% esp]_te
5. inflation edged - -
down to an 83% annual S]_lght Shp
rate in April but remained
close to the fastest pace in |
four dec.:.des ?lthfg econ- Drop to 8.3% is the first
e in & months; still, there’s
* Major 11.5. stock indexes little evidence showing
fell after the April infla- . o
tion data were released, that prices are cooling
with the S&P 500, Nasdaq
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that dogged Netflix. Al

#+ A selloff in stablecoin
TerrallSD accelerated,
briefly sending the crypto-
currency’s price to less than
a quarter of its $1 peg. B1
# Instacart filed confiden-
tially to zo public, a long-
awaited move that comes
after the company recently
cut its valuation by 40%. B1

muonth of his sizable stake in
Twitter, according to people
Familiar with the matter Bl
# China’s consumer infla-
tion edged up in April and
facmry—gabe price Dpressures

elfects of Covid-19
and the war in Ukraine. A9
# Duke Realty
nearly $24 billion buyom:of—
fer from warehousing giant
calling the unsaolic-
mecloffer insufficient. B1
+ Moderna said its newly
hired finance chief left the
company, citing an internal
investigation by Dentsply,
his previous employer. Bl

World- Wide

Thorme in
northeastern Ukraine. A7, AS

* Senate Democrats failed
to advance a bill seeking to
ensure WOomen's access to

Republicans ahead of a po-
tential Supreme Court deci-
sion overturning Roe v. Wade
looming just months before
the midterm elections. A4

+ Relatives of victims of
the 2021 condo tower col-
lapse in Surfside, Fla.,
reached a proposed $997
million settlement to re-
solve wrongful death claims
against defendants sued over
the building’s failure. A3

# Federal revenue almost
doubled in April compa.re:l
with a vear earlier,

record and driving a monu:ly
government surplus of $308
billion, also a record. Ad4

* North Korea, which
hasn’t administered a
Cowvid-19 vaccine, imposed
a lockdown in all its major
cities after reporting its
first local case. A9

# The Senate narrowly
confirmed law professor Al-

10%

LLS, city g
+8.3%

Wote: Data far Ch
Sownce: IS, Lebor

Los Angeles

‘22 ‘22
Alaska,
urban areas

‘2 ‘22

Angeles ard New Yark are mosthiy, All ather matropalfon areas ane svery ather marh.
=

22

Wit Wil rding (T HE WALL STREET JOURMAL

ward price pressures.

The Labor Departments
consumer-price index reading
last month marked the first
drop for inflation in eight
manths, down from an 85% an-
nual rate in March. The decline
came primarily from a slight
easing in April gasoline prices,
which have since reached a
new high. Broadly, the report
offered little evidence that in-
flation was cooling.

Prices rose for groceries as
well as dining out, airline
travel and other services that
CONSUMEers are turning to as
they shift from spending heav-
ily on goods from earlier in
the pandemi Adrline fares
surged 18.6% in April from a
month earlier, the fastest rise

Please turn to page A2

Fresh Worries About Fed Send Stocks Lower

By MatT GROSSMAN
Ann Joe WaLLace

Stocks fell Wednesday after
fresh data showed that infla-
tion—though slightly down—
rel her than expected
last month, feeding renewed
apprehension about the Fed-
eral Reserve’s likely response
and extending a punishing
stretch for equities

The Dow Jones Industrial
Average fell for a fifth day in a
row, the Nasdaag Composite
lost 3.2%, and bitcoin fell 8.5%.

Markets entered 2022 on a
multiyear winning streak, but
persistent inflation and the
prospect of a sustained cycle
of interest-rate increases have
rattled what was strong inves-
ror sentiment.

The S&F 500 declined 65.87
points, or 1.6%, to close at
303518, The technology-fo-
cused Nasdag was down
37344 to 1136424, its lowest
close since Nowember 2020.
The Dow fell 326.63, or 1%, to
31834.11, marking its larzest
five-day percentage decline in

INSIDE

UKRAINE CRISIS
After Russia retreats,
Ukrainians return
home to villages of
ruins. A8

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Elon Musk is under
investigation for late
disclosure of his stake
in Twitter. B1

nearly two years.

The day offered no relief for
anxious stock inwvestors, who
have been bracing for the Fed
to remove more of its economic
support. The S&P 500 turned
lower in the aftermoon after
spending much of the morning
in the green, and its losses
deepened as the closing bell
neared. There is a long way to
go before rising prices come
back under control, investors
and analysts warned, giving
rise to wolatility as financial
conditions continue to tighten_

“The Band-Aid is still com-
ing off slowly,” said Michael
Farr, chief executive of invest-
ment-advisory  firm  Farr,
Miller & Washington, “Accord-
ing to the Fed, we're not near
the end of this process that
everyone wants ower.”

The consumer-price index
increased 8.3% in April from
the same month a year ago,
data released on Wednesday
showed, decelerating from an
8.5% annual rate in March but
above the B.1% expected by
economists. Lower annual in-

flation last month marks the
first monthly easing of price

increases since August 2021,
Volatile markets have been
primed to react strongly to
any headline hinting at persis-
rent price pressures, said Da-
wid Kotok, chief investment of-
Please furn fo page A2

# Price report cinches Fed's rate
Az

# Rise in CP1 darails Treaslll')f
bond rally.... ... BIl

Disney+ Bucks Trend With
Hefty Gains in Subscribers

By Rozme WeeLan

Walt Disney Co. reported
better-than-expected subscrip-
tion numbers for its Disney+
streaming service in the most
recent guarter, awoiding a slow-
dowm that dogsed streaming ri-
wal Netflix Inc.

In the company’s fiscal sec-
ond guarter earnings report,
Disney reported 7.9 million new
Dismey+ subscribers to reach
1377 million subscribers, up
from 1208 million in the prior
guarter. Analysts polled by

FactSet had expected the com-
pany to add 5.2 million net new
subsecribers to the platform, to
bring the total to abowt 135 mil-
Hon.

Chief Executive Bob Chapek
reaffirmed Disney’s targets of
signing up between 230 million
and 260 million subscribers to
Disney+ and having the stream-
ing video-on-demand business
achiewe profitability by Septem-
ber 2024, saying both moals
were “very achievable,”

Mr. Chapek said the com-
pany has not yet tapped inbo

wide swaths of potential new
subsecribers and pointed to the
company’s slate of new TV and
film offerings this vear as the
main driver of new paying cus-
LONErS.

Shares of Disney fell 3% in
extended-hours trading after
initially rising on the earnings
news. Before the results, the
stock closed at $105.21, down
2.3% during the regular session.

The world’s largest enter-
tainment company posted earn-
ings of $470 million, or 26

Please turn fopage A&

It’s Just Another
Manic... Wednesday?!

=

When employees can pick which days

to go in, middle one is the top choice

By PETER GRANT

by
becanse it broke up a plu-
rality Black district in the
northern of the state. A4
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The pandemic has turned a
lot of things upside down.
That includes the week.

For years, Mondays sort of
haunted the weekend, a loom-
ing day when the fun would be
over and it was time to get
serious again.

But as employers

start asking X
their  work-
from-home

people to come
in part of the
time, a different
day is raking cen-
ter stage: It's Wednesday.

AL lunchtime on a recent
Wednesday in Midtown Man-
hattan—a place that still bea

plenty of pandemic vacancy—
most  tables were full ar
Oceana, Del Frisco's, Bouche-
rie, Bobby Van's Steakhouse
and other fancy eateries.
Groups who showed up at
the Mediterranean restaurant
ni had to wait. “From
now on they should
make reserva-
tions,” advised
,,  George Saites,
Limani's man-
ager.
Commuter
rail lines in cit-
ies like Boston
and San Francisco
found Wednesday typically the
busiest weekday in April. The
same is true of hotel occu-
Please turn to page A10

Welcome
back.

China’s No.
From Shadow of X3

Premier Li Kegiang presses president to dial
back policies contributing to slowdown

By LiNGLING WEL

For years, President Xi
Jinping has sidelined China's
second most powerful polit-
ical fligure, Premier Li Keg-
fang. Now, Mr. Li is re-
emerging as a foroe in his
own right, a potential coun-
terbalance atop the Chinese
government that hasn't been
seen for nearly a decade.

With China mired in its
worst economic funk in re-
cent memaory, Mr, Li is help-
ing press China’s authoritar-
ian leader to dial back some
measures that steered the
country away from Western-
style capitalism and contrib-
uted to China’s economic

2 Emerges

slowdown, according to gov-
ernment officials and adwis-
ers close to de n-making.
Under Mr. Li's influence.
those people said, Beijing re-
cently eased a regulatory
crackdown on private tech-
nology firms, loosened lend-
ing to property developers
and home buyers, and acted
to help some manufacturers
resume production when
much of China has been
forced into lockdowns by Mr.
Xi's mero-Covid approach.
Mr. Li, 66 years old, is
also trying to influence the
Please turn to page AN

# China's consumer inflation
rosa slightly in April..... A9
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Profit not purpose

VW chief's views on Russia war point
OOKE MASTER

to singular aim —e

PAGE 15

Rebuilding Ukraine

Who will pay for reconstruction of
shattered state? —siG READ. PAGE 13

USA $2.50 Canada C53.00

New York, New York

A metropolis fraying, a metropolis
rejuvenating — JosHUA CHAFFIN, PAGE 14

Nato note
Johnson backs
Nordic push

Britlsh prime minister Boris johnson
slgns a security pact with Swedish
counterpart Magdalena Andersson at
her summer resldence In Harpsund,
Sweden, yesterday.

Hewill later skzn a similar agreement
with Finland s president sauli tiimisté,

Az Stockholm and Helsinkd prepare to
submit applications this week to join
Nato, the UK has pledged to sapport the
Mordic countries if they come under
attack and te provide security assur-
ances 1o smooth their path to member-
ship of the western defence alliance in
the face of a possible threat from Russia.

Johnson sald: “It's worth emphasis-
ing, if Sweden were attacked and looked
1o s or help wes would provide I
British assurances page 3

Brussels lays

\'-

by b T P, Ao P

bare €195bn cost of

freeing EU from Russian energy

e Plan sets out tough targets e Consumption cuts ramped up & Boost for renewables use

SAMFLEMING, JAVIER ESPINOT A

AND ANDY BOUMDS — BRUSSELS

The EU will have to spend close to
£200bmn in the next five years to secure
energy independence from Russia,
according to plans setting out tough tar-
gets inarcas including clean enengy and
lowering consumption.

A draft of proposals from the Euro-
[pean Commission, seen by the Fimancial
Times, shows Brussels projects that
extra investment of €195bn will be
needed betwesn mow and 2007, an top of
plans to boost spending on carbon
reduction. The EUwill also need to cut
energy consumption more than previ-
owsly thought to meet ambitbous net-
merocarbon emissions tangets by T0S0.

The proposals will be pablished mext
week as EU beaders rush to break their

Peloton spins same story
desplte punctured hopes

Ona analyst remarked after 3 call with
new Peloton chief Bamy MoCarthy this
woek 1hat the connected-f ine<s
group’s pitch was new manage ment,
sama story’, Grim cash flow had sent
15 shanes. plunging. Bul one executive
sTuck ta the belief that hall of the
warid's 100mn gym members could be
CUSIOMETS. SOme analysts look 1o value
The group ke Netfilx and Spofify,
MoCartty's farmer companies, but
similar mass. subscrighian locks ehisive,
Shrinking cash plle » Pace &

dependence on Russlan oll and gas fol-
Iowing Presbdent Viadimir Putin's lova-
ston of Ukraine. The commission has
already said it thinks the EU could drive
down Russian gas imports by two-thirds
this year, and has urged member states
ta replenish their gas storage facilities
ahead of next winter.

It is also seeking member state
apgroval for a sixth package of sanc-
tions including a phased-in embarge on
Russtan ol this pear. The measyres have
been held up by spposition from Hun-
waary, which relies heavily an Russian oil.

The proposals are about “rapidly
reducing our dependence on Russian
fosall fuels . . . and joining forces to
achbeve a more resilient power system”,
the commisstor’s draft says.

It calls for a cut of 13 per cent inemergy

US inflation remains at 40-year high
after failing to fall as much as expected

COLDY SMITH — WASHINGTON

U comsumser prices remaimed abafour-
decade high last month after rising at
an anmeal pace of 8.3 per cent, defying
economiets” forecasts of a steeper fall
amd underscoring the urgency of the
Federal Reserve's push to stamp ouat
inflation.

Although the consumer price index
moderated for the first time in eight
months — it was a step down from the
8.5 per cent increase recorded in March
— ivwas slightly higher than economiss"
expectations of an 8.1 per cent rise. An
underlying gauge of inflation also rose
more than expected, highlighting
stresses on households and the chal-
lenge for the Biden administration.

The data jolted the $22tn market for
UsE government bonds, sending yhelds
higher. The two-year Treasury yleld,

consumption by 2050, com pared with a
@ per cent reduction in the previous
energy efficemcy directive proposal.

Brussels is also seeking to speed up
deployment of renewable energy, alm-
ing for renewables bo cover 45 per cent
of energy demand by 2030, compared
with a target until now of 40 per cent.
This requires more than doubling cur-
rent capacity of 511 gigawatis to reach
1,236GWh.

The document sets out 4 strategy to
accelerate the installation of solar pho-
toveldtaic cypacity by 3028 to more than
twice today's level. It also calls for
greater wseof heat pumps, and geother-
mal and solar thermal energy. Wind
farm construction. often held up by
local objections, needs to be “drastically
accelerated.” It says.

which ks most sensitive to the cutlook
for monetary policy, jumped at one
[point roughly 02 percentage polnts to
2.73 per cent, befare dropping back to
.67 per cent. The benchmark 10-year
note settled around 3 per cent after akso
rising rapidly: US stocks turmed megative
afterthe report.

“This is not the surprise either the
bomd market or the Fed wanted,” said
Emily Roland, co-chiel investment
strategist at John Hancock Investment
Manzgement.

I addition to the jump (n nflation
from last year, consumer pirices climbed
another 0.3 per cent from the previous
momnth, That was slower than the 1.2 per
cent rise recorded in March, which was
fuelled by soaring energy and food costs
thed to Russia’s imvasion of Ulkraine,

shelter, food, alrline fares and new
wvehdcles were the largest contributors to

Brussels’ plans
are about
*reduclng oar
dependence on
Russian fossil
fuels . . . and
joining forces ta
achieve a more
resilient power
aystem”

CP1 last montly. However, weakness i
energy prices helped comtain owverall
Inflatiomn, with the gasoline index falling
6.1 per cent month on month. That off-
set increases in the cost of natural gas
and electricity, the Burean of Labor Sta-

tistics sald.

The latest uptick salidified concerns
that price pressures were no longer a
phenomenen exclusive to sectors most
alfected by pandemic-related disrup-
tions — but rather a broad-based trend
affecting all sectors.

“This moves the balance of risks to
more concern about Inflation golng for-
ward,” said Eric Stein, chief investment
offkcer for fixed Income at Eaton Vance.

US president Joe Biden sabd it was
“heartening” to see a moderation in the
annual figure, but “the fact remainsthat
inflation is unaccepta bly high™
Day Im markets page &

The commission also wants to seea
boost In hydrogen use with 20mn
tonnes of renewably generated fydro-
gen by 2030, half of it imported. 1t will
subsidise the gap between production
cost and sales prices for bydrogen gen-
crated in the B and overseas.

A draft global energy strategy, also
seen by the PT, propases three “hydro-
gen import corridors” via the Mediter-
ranean, North Sea and, eventually,
Ukraime, The plan also relies on greater
uwse af biomethane at a cost of €36hn.

Infrastructure for LNG impart termi-
mals and pipelines will meed to be
Improved. The EU's power grid could
also require an additional €29bn of
Imvestm ents, the draft docoment says.
War in Ukraing page3
Jonathan Powell page 15
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= Moderna finance chief quits after a day
Jorge Gamez. has departed a day after joining the
Covid-19 vaccine maker, as former employer
Dentspily Sirona announced it had bunched a probe
into financial reporting for last year.— sace =

» Lagarde backing signals ECB rate rise
European Central Bank president Christine Lagarde
has skgnalled that she would support an increase in
July, beading economists to declare that the first rise
for more than a decade is almost certaln.— pace 2

= Catholic cleric arvested in Hong Kong
Police have detained Cardinal
Jaseph Zen, 90, the former
mast senior Roman Catholic
cleric in the terrtary, along
with other pro-democracy
activists— pacs &

» International banks turn profit in China
All bt one of the big investment banks have firally
ehed ot a profit after Beijing allowed them to take
Full controd of thelr operations and expand thelr
Influence in s colossal financlal sector.— pase s

= Coinbase chiel seels to assuage doubts
Bleak results for the aryptocurrency exchange have
led to a battering of Its shares and chief executive
Brian Armstrong’s rushing to quell what he said
were unnecessary bankruptcy fears.— pace &

» Beijing hits back at ‘irresponsible’ WHO
China has dismissed Workd Health Organization
criticism of its zevo-Covid strategy, saying it was
“Irresponsible” w question s lockdowns, Censors
also blocked online debate. — pase & FT W, PAGE 14

= Al Jazeera journalist killed in West Banlc
Reporter Shireen Abu Akleh has been shot dead in
thee wocupied West Bank during clashes betwesn
Israelis and Palestinians. The network called ber
death an “assassination in cold blood".— Pace 4

Datawatch

Backing abortion haarty bak of
Support in these crcumstances Amercars
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Saldiers of the Carpathian Sich Battalion reviewing drone footage of an attack on Russian forces in eastern Ukraine on Wednesday.

Prolonged War | At the Front, Fighting Is Intense and Intimate

Would Be Test
Of West’s Unity

By MARK LANDLER

LONDON The West united
against Russia’s war on Ukraine
more swiftly and solidly than al-
most anvone had expected. But as
the war settles into a prodonged
conflict, one that could rumble on
for months or even years, it is test-
ing the resolve of Western coun-
tries, with European and Ameri-
can officials questioning whether
the rising economic toll will erode
their solidarity over time.

So far, the fissures are mostly
superficial: Hungary's refusal to
gn on o an embargo of Russian
wil, thwarting the European Un-
ion's effort to S @ Continens
twide ban; restiveness in Paris
with the Biden administration’s
aggressive goal of militarily weak-
ening the Russian president, Via-
dimir V. Putin; a beleaguered
President Biden blaming sky-high
food and gas prices on a Putn
price hike.

Alongside those tensions, there
are further signs of solidarity:
Finland and Sweden on Wednes-
day edged closer to joining NATO,
with Britain offering both coun-
tries security assurances to gird
apgainst the Russian threat. In
‘Washington, the House vobed 368
to 57 on Tuesday in favor of a
nearly $40 billion aid package for
Ukraine.

Wet Russia's tanks rolled across
the Ukrainian frontier just 76 dawvs
ago, the hlink of an eve in the
scheme of history's forever wars.
As the fighting grinds on, the cas-
cading effect on supply chains, en-
ergy pipelines and agriculoural
harvests will be felt more acutely
at gas pumps and on supermarket
shelves.,

Mr. Putin, some experts nis
calculating that the West will tire

Continued on Page A9

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

EASTERN UKRAINE — The
impact of a tank round cracked the
bunker's plaster roof and sent uni-
formed men scrambling. Flak
jackets and helmets were flung on
and automatic weapons cocked.
Amid a crescendao of machine gun
fire, a tall soldier slung an anti-
tank missile launcher over one
shoulder and took a slow drag on
his cigaretie.

The Russians were close.

Fighting in eastern Ukraine has
muostly occurred at a distance,
with  Ukrainian and Russian
forces lobbing artillery shells at
ane anather, sometimes from doz-

Squaring Off at Close
Quarters on Farms
and in Villages

ens of miles away. Bul at some
points along the zigzagging east-
ern front, the combat becomes a
wickous and intimate dance, grant-
ing enemy forces fleeting
glimpses of each other as thev
jockey for command of hills and
makeshift redoubts in towns and
villages blasted apart by shells.
On Wednesday, one such dance
played out as a Russian unit of

about 10 men entered the village
where soldiers firom a Ukralnian
contingent, the Carpathian Sich
Battalion, had dug in. In all likeli-
hood, the Russian roops were
there toidentify targets for incom-
ing tank fire, including the round
that jolted the Ukrainian soldiers
into action. Ukrainian forces spot-
ted the Russian soldiers and
opened fire, pushing them back,
“Ir was a sabotage group, intel-
ligenee,” said a 30-yvear-old fighter
with the call sign Warsaw, panting
alter the briefl firefight, “0Our guyvs
were not asleep and reacted
quickly, forcing the enemy o flee.”
So it goes every day, every hour,
Continued on Page AN

Stranded by Violence in India

Muslims sheltering in Khargone after clashes led the authorities to bulldoze their houses. Right-
wing rhetoric has fueled Hindu-Muslim tensions, leading to one-sided punishments. Page A12.
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Overdose Deaths Hit Record Levels, With Fentanyl a Key Culprit

By NOAH WEILAND

and MARGOT SANGER-KATZ

WASHINGTOMN — After acata-
strophic increase in 2020, deaths
from drug overdoses rose agam to
record-breaking  levels in 2021,
nearing 108,000, the result of an
ever-worsening  fentanyl  crisis,
according o preliminary  new
data published on Wednesday by
the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention.

The increase of nearly 15 per-
cent followed a much steeper rise
of almost 30 percent in 2020, an
unrelenting crisis that has con-
sumed federal and state drug pol-
icy officials. Since the 1570s, the
number of drug overdose deaths
has increased every year except
20018,

A growing share of deaths con-
tinue to come from overdoses in-

Mixing a Potent Opioid
With Other Dvugs

wvolving fentanyl, a class of potent
synthetic opicids that are often
mixed with other drugs, and
methamphetamine, a  synthetic
stimulamnt. State health officials
battling an influx of both drugs

said many of the deaths appeared
to be the result of combining the
W,

Drug overdoses, which long ago
surged above the country's peak
deaths from AIDS, car crashes
and guns, killed about a quarter as
many Americans last vear as
Covid-15.

Deaths involving synthetic opi-
ids — largely fentanyl — rose to

Continwed on Page AZ21

INFLATION SLOWS,
BUT RISING PRICES
WEIGH ON THE U.S.

Renewed Fear of Higher Interest Rates —
S&P 500 Extends 5-Week Slide

By JEANMNA SMIALEK

The pressures that have kept in-
flation elevated for months re-
main strong, fresh data released
Wednesday showed, a challenze
for households that are trying to
shoulder rising expenses and for
the White House and Federal Re-
serve as they try to put the econ-
omy on a steadier path.

Annual inflation moderated for
the first time in months in April
but the Consumer Price Indesx still
increased 8.3 percent, an unconm-
fortably rapid pace. At the same
time, a closely watched measure
that subtracts food and fuel costs
actually accelerated.

Caore inflation — which excludes
costs for groceries amd gas —
picked up 0.6 percent in April from
the prior month, faster than its 0.3
percent increase in March. That
measure is particularly important
for policymakers, who use it as a
Eauge to help determine where in-
flation is headed.

While the letup in annual infla-
tion may have given President Bi-
den and the Fed a dose of comfo
the overall picture remains worry-
ing. Policymakers have a long
way to go to bring price increases
down to more normal and stable
levels, and the newest data is
likely to keep them focused on try-
ing to slow an inflation rate that
remains near its fastest pace in 40
years.

=Inflation is too high — they
need to bring it down,” said Laura

Rosner-Warburton, senior eoono-
st at MacroPolicy Perspectives.
The re-acceleration in core infla-
ton is unwelcome.™

The report  renewesd fears
among investors that the Fed
could spesd up plans Lo raise in-
verest rates, which would further
take steam out of the stock mar-
ket. The S&P 500 fell 1.6 percent,
extending a five-week slide that
has taken it o the cusp of a so-
called bear market — a drop of
more than 20 percent from a re-
cent peak. At the close of trading,
the index was 18 percent below its
January record high. The tech-
heavy Masdagq composite, which
has been in a bear market for
months, fell 3.2 percent.

Annual inflation may have mow
peaked, having mbed by an
even quicker B85 percent in
March. It slowed down in April
partly because gas prices dropped
lower, and partly because of a sta-
vstical quirk that will continue
through the months ahead. Yearly
price changes are now being
measured a st elevated price
readings from last spring, when
inflation started to take off. The
higher base makes annual in-
creases look less severe.

Still, even the White House
greeted the new report with con-
Cerm.

“While it is heartening 1o see
that annual inflation moderated in

Continued on Page A20

To Democrats,
Vision of Party
Is on the Ballot

By KATIE GLUECK

On Monday night, several left-
leaning congressional candidates
joined an emergency organizing
call with activists reeling from a
draft Supreme Court ruling over-
turning Roe w Wade. A somber
Senator Elizabeth  Warren  of
Massachusetts, opening the dis-
eussion, acknowledgzed that Dem-
ocrats held control in Washington
but were nonetheless “in an uphill
battle for change™

The moment, she said, de-
manded leaders “who know how
to get in the fight and who know
how to win

Tensions over how Lo execuie
on both of those ambitions —
pushing effectively for change.
while inning elections
now animating Democratic pn—
maries from Pennsylvania o
Texas to Oregon, as Democrats
barrel into an intense new season
of intraparty batthes.

Far the first months of 2022, Re-
publican primaries have domi-
nated the political landscape,
emerging as key measures of for-
mer President Donald J. Trump's
sway over his party's base. But
the coming weeks will also offer a
window into the mood of Demo-
cratic voters who are alarmed
threats to abortion rights, frus-
trated by gridlock in Washington
and deeply worried about a chal-
lenging midterm campaign envi-
TONIE L.

Some contests are shaped by
policy debates over issues like cli-
miate and erime. House primaries

ave been deluged ith money
from a constellation of groups, in-
cluding those with ties to cryp-
tocurrency and pro-Israel advoca-
¢y, sometimes resulting in back-
lash. And in races that could be
consequential in the general elec-
tion, national party leaders have

Continued on Page A17

Some felt the legislation went
beyond oodifying Roe v. Wads.

Bill to Preserve
Abortion Right
Fails in Senate

By ANNIE KARNI

WASHINGTON — Democrats
tried and failed on Wednesday to
push forward legislation to guar-
antes abortion rights nationwide,
as Republicans and one Democrat
in the Senate blocked an effort to
enshrine the landmark Roe w
Wade precedent in federal Law,

With 51 senators opposed and
49 in support, Democrats fell
short of the 60 votes they would
have needed 1o take up sweeping
legislation to ensure abortion ac-
cess and explicitly bar a wide ar-
ray of restrictions.

The action came after a leaked
Supreme Court draft o
thrust the isswe into the political
spotlight, suggesting that the
court may be on the brink of over-
rurning the nearly S0-year-obkd rul-
ing that legalized abortion, and
heaving states to decide whether
women would have the right to
rerminate their pregnancies.

Republicans, who unanimously
opposed Lhe measure, were joined
by one Democrat, Senator Joe
Manchin 111 of West Virginia. Mr
Manchin, who opposes abortion
rights, said the legislation was
overly broad, noting that it would
o substa Ily further than sim-

Continuwed on Page AIG
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War, Weather and Wheat

With wheat production down globally,
the uncertainty of China's upoosming
harvest has raised concerns. PAGE Bl

Prices Are Up; Yen Is Down
The Japanese economy is being put to
the test by a combination of inflation
and a weakened currency. PAGE Bl
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Canada’s Trucker Constituency
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau con-
demned the truckers” protest as illegal.
Now some of his Conservative oppo-
nents are embracing it. PAGE A4

Journalist Killed in West Bank
The news network Al Jazeera blamed
Isracli troops for a staff member's fatal
shooting. Israel said the blame conld lie
with Palestinian gunmen. PAGE AS

War as Seen on Russian TV
According 1o state media, atrocities in
Ukraine are staged. An analysis of more
than 50 hours of television reveals
Moscow's version of events, FAGE AR

Condo Collapse Settlement

The 5997 million agreement would
compensate families of the 98 people
who died nearly a year ago in the Surf-
side, Fla., complex. PAGE A22

Emails Show Plot to Void Votes
John Eastman argued that mail ballots

in Pennsylvania could be culled in a way
to reverse the 2020 outcome. PAGE Al9

OBITUARIES A24.25

Loockout for Watergate Burglars
Alfred C. Baldwin III, an accomplice
turned key government witness who
shed light on a scandal, was 83. PAGE AZ4
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A Festival Migrates East
After a two-year hiatus, the Robot

Heart party made its return to ghory
and its debut in New York. FAGE D4

Telling Tales She Might Regret
The singer-songwriter Martha Wain-
wright’s memoir discusses growing up
in a famous musical family. PAGE D1

¥ Vindication in Abuse Case

A man who was abused by his high
school tennis coach over a dozen years
ago is finally heard. FAGE B
The PGA Tour Plays Hardball
The tour will suspend golfers whao play

in the new LIV Golf series, which is
backed by Saudi money, PAGE BS
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Another
summer,

another
COVID
surge?

Health officials urge
Californians to take
precautions as case
rates rise across state.

By Ronc-Gonc Lo 11

SAN FRANCISCO —
California is approaching
anothersummeramid grow-
ing anxiety over COVID-19 as
outbreaks inecrease and offi-
clals try to determine when
this new wave will crest.

Although case rates are
climbing, experts note they
are doing so at a more mod-
est pace than the first Omi-
cron surge. which began
spiking in December. Cali-
fornia’s per capita COVID-I9
hospitalization rate is also
lower than that of some
states on the East Coast.

But with Memorial Day,
graduations, proms and
other seasonal events on the
horizon, officials are con-
cerned about the upward
trend worsenin

“We are s & more ac-
tivity, and so it is time to
break out your mask and
break out your tests and just
be a bit more cautious than
maybe you were a month
ago,.” said Dr. Sara Cody,
public health director and
health officer for Santa
Clara County. “Even if you
got Omicron during the
Omicron surge, vou can still
get COVID again. unfortu-
nately."™

California is reporting
about 8,000 daily corona-
wirus cases in the last weelk,
up 18% over the previous
week’s tally of 6,800 cases a
day. The statewide test pos-
itivity rate has climbed to
A%; & week ago it was 3%,

Coronavirus-positive

[Ses COVID, Adl1]
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DOWNTOWN RESIDENT Loretta Elias takes mochadone at a Bo,
help her stay off fentanyl. Elias traces her opioid use to a rollover crash chat left her in pain.

Fhotogruphs by DANTA MAXWELL Los Angeles Times

Heights treatment center to

A long way to methadone

For addicts on skid row, the closest options for daily doses
may be in far-off Boyle Heights, Westlake or South Park

By EMILY ALPERT REVES

‘To shake off the grip of addiction, Loretta
Elias tries daily to get to the unassuming
clinic in Boyle Heights where she waits to
down a meticulously measured cup of red

Tigpuid.

Methadone has helped the 42-yvear-old
avoid the sickness and cravings that come
with tryving to kick oploids. Elias credits it
with helping her to stop using fentanyl, the
powerful synthetic drug that has driven up
deaths among homeless people in Los Ange-

les.

But the Boyle Heights clinic is not an easy
trip for Elias, who lives on the edge of skid
row in the Cecil Hotel. She uses a walker and
finds it painful to ride the bus because of a
mending hip. So she relies on Soma Snakeoll,
an artist and activist who heads a nonprofit,
todrive her there daily in her Jeep.

“The hardest part is to get there,” Elias
=aid. “Soma — she has so much to do and she

goes out of her way to help so many people.

But she is only one person.”™
[See Methadone, AS]

Skid row has

ARTIST AND activist Soma Snakeoil opens the Jeep
deor for Elias after they arrvive at the treatment cenver.

GRIM RECORD: More than 107,000 Americans died of overdoscs in 2021, CDC estimartes. NATION, A6

A FIREFIGHTER walks past a burning home Wednesday in Laguna Niguel's

WALLY SKALIZ Lo Angeles Thmes

Coronado Pointe community. Large homes helped fuel the fire's spread.

At least 20 homes burn
as winds stoke fire in O.C.

Strong spring blaze chars 200 acres in Laguna Niguel

By GREGORY YEE,
Hawnnan FrRY.,

AnH DO, ALEJANDRA
REVES-VELARDE AND
CHRISTOPHER GOFFARD

A fire fueled by intense
ocean winds barreled into a
gated community overlook-
ing the Pacific Ocean in La-
guna Niguel on Wednesday,
burning at least 20 homes in
the latest sign of the drastic
effects that climate change
and drought are having on
California fire danger.

The Coastal fire broke
out on a cool but gusty day
and spread rapidly, cresting

up a canyon before burning
huge ridgetop homes. Hun-
dreds of residents fed the
fMames while Mrefighters
spent the evening in pitched
house-to-house battles try-
ing to prevent the blaze from
spreading deeper into the
subdivision.

Orange County Fire Au-
thority Chief Brian Fen-
nessy sald at a Wednesday-
night news conference that
an estimated 20-plus homes
had been destroyed, Winds
had died down a bit, Fen-
nessy said, but not before
pushing the blaze to 200
acres.

The destruction under-

scored the year-round dan-
ger of fires in Southern Cali-
fornia, even in cool condi-
tions. Unlike many wildfires
inthe region, the Coastal fire
was fanned not by Santa
Ana winds from the desert
but by strong gusts coming
from the Pacific Ocean.
Wind gusts reached 30
mph in parts of Orange
County on Wednesday. said
Wational Weather Service
meteorologist Brandt Max-
well, driving the flames
across drought-parched hill-
sides,
“T guess it's just disheart-
ening that we're already see-
[See Fire, Al13]

Abortion’s legality
takes the spotlight
in campaign ads

Few domestic events
have had the potential
to shake up clections
as much as Roe’s end.

By SEEMA MEHTA
AND TERRY CASTLEMAN

The anticipated over-
turming of Roe ws. Wade
quickly became the focus of
political ads coast to coast.

“A woman's fundamental
rights ... hang in the bal-
ance,” a New Hampshire
senator warns.

A candidate for governor
in Alabama accuses the in-
cumbent of “aiding and
abetling murder,”™

“Our freedom is on the

Ballot,” exhorts an ad insup-
port of a Texas congres-
sional candidate.

California congres-
sional candidate pledged,
“We will not go back to wom-
en dying."”

In the aftermath of the
leaked Supreme Court draft
opinion that would end fed-
eral protection for abortion,
politicians on both sides of
the aisle and interest groups

[See Ads, A10]

Democrats® bill
fails to advance

Still, party hopes effart
to affirm a federal right

to abortion will pay off in
the midterms. NATION, A10

Abortion-related political ads
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UKRAINE
PUSHES
RUSSIA
BACK IN
NORTH

Advance near Kharkiv
brings fightring closer
to border. ULS. warns
of a protracted war.

By LavrRa KiNg,
Nasin BuLos
AND JENNY JARVIE

LVIV, Ukraine — The
Ukrainian military pressed
its counteroffensive against
Russian troops Wednesday
— pushing them back from
the northeastern city of
Kharkiv —ina move that ob-
servers say could propel the
conflict into a new phase, as
U.S. intelligence officials
wamed that Moscow was
preparing for a protracted
WET

Driving back Moscow's
troops to fewer than a dozen
miles from the Russian bor-
der, Ukraine said it was able
to claw back a constellation
of settlements north of
Eharkiv.

The Ukrainian forces are
now s0 close to Russia that,
for the first time, a civilian in
Russia died in cross-border
shelling, according to Rus-
sian officials. One person
died and six. including a 14-
sear-old boy, were wounded
in the small rural village of
Salokhi, about six  miles
from Ukraine, said Vya-
cheslav Gladkov, the gowver-
nor of the Belgorod region,
on the Telegram messaging
app. Residents of Solokhi,
he said, would be taken toa
safe place to avoid the
shelling.

Ukrainian troops’ mowve
north reduces pressure on
Hharkiv, Ukraine’s second-
largest city and a primary
target of Russian shelling
since the beginning of the
war, according to regional
Gov. Oleh Sinegubowv.

“The occuplers had even
less opportunity to  fire
on the regional center”
Sinegubow  said on Tele-
ETam.,

In his nightly address,
Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky alluded to
the lengthy conflict antici-
pated, sayving he was grate-
ful to the U.S. after the
House of Representatives
resoundingly approved a
S40-billion aid package for
his country that Felensky
said would provide weapons
and ammunition and sup-
port an investigation into al-
leged Russian war erimes.

“These funds will be used
as guickly as possible and
without bureaucracy to
strengthen Ukraine's

[See Ukraine, A4]

Settlement

over boy’'s death
L.A. County agrees to
pay Anthony Avalos"
family $32 million in a
child abuse case.
CALIFORNLA, Bl

Middle East
news star killed
The death of Shireen
abu Akleh, “face of Al
Jazeera,” in an Israeli
raid reverberates far
and wide. WORLD, A3

Trump may beat
contempt ruling
A judge will reverss his
decision if the ex-pres-
ident pays a fine and
hands over financial
documents. NATION, A6
‘Weather

Sunny and warmer.
L.A. Basin: 7861,
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partially reeyeled paper. e

AN

BUSINESS INSIDE

Workers at two Starbucks stores in Santa Cruz vote to unionize. Al2
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Inflation
abates
but relief
is elusive

Still at 40-year high,
pricing trend exacerbates
economic trouble spots

BY RACHEL SIEGEL

Inflation  eased  slightly  in

April, showing some of the slow-

high and has a long way to fnl.l
before Americans feel relief.

Data released Wednesday by
the Burean of Labor Statistics
gave policymakers nascent hope
that scaring inflation may be
starting to slow: prices rose
8.3 percent in April compared
with a year age, and 0.3 percent
compared with the month be-
fare. By contrast, March prices
Tose 8.5 percent compared with
the previous year, and a s
1.2 percent compared with the
previous month.

Inflation is the biggest strain
on the economy and comes as the
mecovery is being compromised
by trouble spots including slower
manufacturing activity, an on-
sustainably tight job market and
less robust economic growth.
Higher prices, and the Federal
Reserve’s plans to raise interest
rates in response, are also fueling
recession fears and dampening
finanecial markets, which remain
down for the year.

While it's hard to draw sweep-
ing conclusions from one infla-
tion report, April's data coubd
help clarify the direction of eco-
momic head winds, said Betsey
Stevenson, an economics profes-
sor at the University of Michigan
who served on President Barack
Obama’s Council of Economic
Advisers. For example, a key way
prices will come down is if people
start spending money again on
things such as dining out, salon
services and travel, instead of
buying items such as furniture

SEE INFLATION 0N ALG

Consumer pain: For millions, price
increases are inescapable. AL

Democracy Dies in Darkness

A de-mining team from the Kharkiv police department clears a path Toesday to examine the bodies nelnuwmkmedh; a land mine
explosion near Tsyrkany, Ukraine. The police foremsic anit is part of the effort to gather evid of

Ukur:

ne

BY ISABELLE KHURSITUDYAN

TSYREUNY, UKRAINE — To get to
the crime scene, the police inves-
tigators drove about S0 minutes
northeast of dewntown Kharkiv
— past neighborhoods in reins,
destroyed Russian military vehi-
cles, a field littered with blast
craters, and plumes of dark
smoke rising a few miles in the
distance, where fighting hetween
the Ukrainian and Russian mili-
taries was Ongoing.

The Ukrainians had expelled
Russian forees from the town of
Tsyrkuny; less than 20 miles
the Russian border, just three
days earlier — part of a Ukrainian
counteraffensive  that has re-
claimed a significant swath of
territory in the Kharkiv region
this month.

egains lerritory. and
crime scene inveslig

alors move in

Now the police investigators
were eager to wvisit the village,
wherelhe\-hadarepnﬂofum

hll.ed by a Russian land mine
weeks earlier, the police said.
just as forensic scientists
would wisit the site of a killing in
prewar times to collect evidence,
they needed to do the same here
in their quest to gather evidence
of potential Bussian war crimes.
The catch: The area was still
covered in booby traps and trip-
wires rigged to land mines, and
SEE UKBRAINE 0N ALO

Intelligence: U.5. forbids sharing
“targeting information.” Adl

Dire straits: Fighters in Marugpol
steel plant plead for rescue. A1S

Refugees who fled to Ru

wWar erines,

sia report

interrogations, detention and torture

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM
anD Mary ILVIUSHINA

RIGA, LATVIA — Russian au-
thorities are forcing Ukrainians
who seek safety to submit to
strip searches amd  interroga-
tions, placing some refugees in
guarded camps, stripping them
of their vital decuments and in
some cases forcing them to
remain in Russia, according to
dizplaced Ukrainians, volun-
teers helping refugees, and
Ukrainian and Western offi-
cials,

At least 1 million Ukrainian
civilians have fled the fighting
into Russia, according to Rus-
sian nse Ministry numbers
that the Ukrainian government
also accepts as valid, In many
cases, especially in the devastat-

e ity of Mariupol, residents
were effectively forced into Rus-
sla with no option w seek refuge
on friendlier soil. In other cases,
especially in the breakaway ter-
ritories of eastern Ukraine, the
travel to Russia was velunta v
Almaost everyone has had to
pass through “filtration camps,”
. perilous process in which
Ukrainians are strip-searched
and interrogated. People sus-
pected of having sympathies to
the Ukrainian military are being
detained and tortured, aceord-
ing to refugees, representatives
of volunteer organizations, and
Ukrainian and 1.8, officials.
“They are disappearing peo-
ple who talk openly about pro-
Ukrainian positions” sald Lyud-
mila Denisovi, the Ukrainian
SEE REFUGEES ON AL
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remain
Russia’s
lifeline

o

Asia exports help offset
effects of sanctions, bans

BY STEVEN MUFSON

Despite the European Unions
drastic measures to wind down
imports of Russian ol v
still has plenty of buyers — and at
prices steep enough to keep gov-
ernment revenue high and its cof-
fers flush.

Before the war with Ukraine,
Russia sold about half of its
.65 million barrels a day of crude
and refined oil to Europe. But with
the war and the EUls vow to
abruptly end its reliance on Rus-
sian @il and gas, the Eremlin has
‘been benefiting from high world
prices while looking for new cus-
tomers and reorienting its export
strategy tooward Asia.

The windfall shows how hard it
is to punish a major oil and gas

r such as Russia when so
much of the world — especially
developing countries — depends
‘on fossil fusls,

Even with “severe oil produc-
tion cuts” expected this year, Bus-
sia’s tax revenue “will increase sig-
nificantly e more than $180 bil-
liom due to the spike in oil prices”
according to Rystad Energy, an
independent research firm advis-
ing investors. The figure is 45 per-
«cent higher than in 2021,

Orverall, the pattern of tanker
traffic suggests that Russin®s ex-
ports of crude oil have dropped at
most 20 percent, a modest amount
given the sanctions effort. A study
‘done for The Washington Post by
Spire Global notes that crude-oil
tankers departing Bussian ports
decre; from an average of 17
per day to 13 per day after LS.
sanctions  wers announced  on

SEE OIL 0N Al12

Desperate parents se
hard-to-find baby formula

Panic grows as inflatio
supply chain issues and
calls make for shortage

BY KYVLE SWENSON
AND JENMA PORTNOY

Jessi Whitesides, 33, has been
staring down a no-win scenario,

A raft of medical conditions,
including food allergies and gas-
trointestinal issues, had left her
4-yvear-old autistic daughter with
asingle option for food — Neocate
Junior, an unflavored formula,
But supply chain snags, record
inflation and product recalls had
completely upended aceess to the
cases of formula she received
through the federally funded Spe-
cial Supplemental Mutrition Pro-

IN THE NEWS

arch for

gram for Women, Infants, and
Children {(WIC) The Advance,
MN.C., family has not received the
formula since April.

“It's been impossible to get our
hands on it, and the only ones we
ean find online, people price-
gouged,” Whitesides said. “There
were two cases on Ebay, which is
eight cans, that was going for
SHO07

For weeks, the family has tried
other formulas, but their daugh-
ter’s inability to adjust to other
products led Whitesides to a diffi-
eult decision, “The shortage has
led us to decide to put a feeding
tube in our child,” she sadd.

As the country struggles with
the fallout from a dramatic short-
age of baby formula, infants and
children with special needs in
rural areas and low-income
neighborhoods are at a greater

SEE FORMULA ON A6

Israeli troops shol American reporter. network says

BY STEVE HENDRIX,
Surian Tama
AND Smina Rusin

JENIN REFUGEE CAMP, WEST
BANE — Israecli forces killed a
Palestinian American journalist
for the Al Jazeera news network
in the West Bank early Wednes-

, secarding to the network and
the Palestinian Health Ministry
Israeli officials said the journalist,
Shireen Abu Akleh, was killed in
an exchange of gunfire but said
they had not determined whe
fired the fatal shot.

Abu Akleh, 51, a longtime Al
Jazeera correspondent amd a re-
vered figure on Arab television
screens, was shot in the neck
while covering Israeli raids in the
Jenin refugee camp, according to
witness accounts.

In o statement, Al Jazeera ac-
cused Israeli forces of killing Abn
Akleh “in cold bloed™ and said she
hadd been “elearly wearing a press

the West Bank city of Ramallah. The network

the Istacli Defense Forces of killing Abu Akleh “in cold blood.”

HATHER I FREY/THE WASHINGTON POST

lapse Florida rallied from a 3-0

Capitals «
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series shifts back to Washington on Fr

Record toll More than 10000 Americans
dicd of drug overdoses in 2021, up 15 percent

from the previous vear, AT

a 32 lead as

THE MATION

A contempt of court

order against former
president Donald

Trump was conditional-

1y lifted. but he must still
ay the $110,000 fine he

Tins neermed sinee lute

April.az

HRepublicans might

the campaign trail by
embracing culture war

bastles rather than

e
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Dozens of House Dern-

ocrats marched at the
Capitol to back legisln-
tion for abortion rights,
amly to see it go nowhere
im the Senate. A+

Troctors are grappling
th a shortage of a key
ingredicnt for medical
imuging aftera pandem-
related shatdown o
GE Healtheare Factory
in China. a2

THE WORLD

China censored the
World Health Organiza-
tion’s director after he
said the nation’s strict
“zero-covid” policy was
unsustainable. A8

A AYAN PTOSCC-
torwho investigntes
drug traffickers
gunned down w
his honeymoon in
Colombia. A1+
Sub-Saharan Africa,

home to several ISIS
branches, now accounts
for nearly half of all
deaths attributed to the
terrorist group, an offi-
wial zaid, A14

THE ECONOMY

Prices of four popular
types of cooking oil are
on the rise worldwide
becanse of extrene
weather and the war in
Ukraime. A1s

The National Labor
Felations Board i prose-
imy, Starbucks o
state Fired workess tied
phis wnbon

THE REGION

The family of 0 Prince
George's detective fatally
shot by a fellow officer in

2006 settled with the
oounty fior 400,000, E
In the final weeks be-

fore the DU, primary,
Mayor Muriel . Bow

ser has amssed the lirg-

est war chest, finance re-
ports showed. B
Arevised plan for the
the multibillion-dollar
expansion of Union Sta-
tioa would relocate the
parking area to a new
underground Eacility. B1
As the chief of the Ma-
tional Archives retired,
Jan. 6, 2021, loomed as
theworst day of his wen-
e amad luis life. B
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jacket that identifies her as a
Journalist™ In interviews, mulri-
ple eyewitnesses — including two
journalists who were standing
next toe Abun Akleh — disputed
Israeli assertions that she was
killed during crossfire, saying
there was no fighting in the area
Jjust before Abu Akleh was shot.

“It was dead quiet,” one of the
Jjournalists, Ali al-Samudi, who
wis also injured by gunfive, told
The Washington Post in an inter-
wview from his hospital bed.

In a statement, Isracli Prime
Minister Mafiali Bennett said the
shooting eccurred while the Iara-
€] Defense Forces were conduct-
ing counterterrorism operations
in Jenin, after a spate of deadly
attacks over the past foew weeks
in Istaeli cities. During the oper-
ation, he sald, “armed Palestin-
inns shot in an inaccurate, indis-
criminate  and uncontrolled
manner.”

SEE JOURNALIST ON A8
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- Discipline in the
heat of the moment
Keep your coal with
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Ready with a funny
comeback or two
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5200

deportes

River quedé afuera _

Tigrey Argentinos,las '~ 4'
sorpresas de la Copa |

Elequipo de Gallardo, en el Monumental, cayd 2-1con
el Matador; Estudiantes perdié en los penales.

)
g el mundo

El picodeviolencia no responderia a una
sola razin; hay un climade impunidad y
amenazas; 2022 se encamina a ser un afio
tragico para la profesion. Pagina 6

NO CEDE EN MEXICO JORGEHELFT: “EL
n LA OLA DE CRIMENES ARTEDE HOY SE HA
DE PERIODISTAS PROSTITUIDO”

cultura

Coleccionistay amigo de Picasso, es

el factdtum de lamuestrade Christoy
Jeanne-Claude que abre el sibado en Proa;
cuestiona el récord de Warhol. Pagina 24
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Fernandez
amenaza con
echar al que
se opongaala
suba de tarifas

Luzycas. Asiadvirtio a los funcionarios
camporistas del drea energética, gque se
ausentaron de las audiencias puiblicas

Ensintonia con el discursomis du-
roque exhibeen su gira europea, el
presidente Alberto Ferniandez ad-
virtié ayer desde Berlin que echa-
i de sus cargos a los funcionarios
kirchneristas que obstruyan laim-
plementacion de los avmentos de
tarifas deluz y gas.

La linea del drea energética estd
controlada por La Cimpora a tra-
vés del secretario del drea, Dario
Martinez; el subsecretarioFederico
Basualdo, v los titulares del Enar-
gas, Federico Bernal, y del ENRE,
Soledad Manin. Y en el Ministerio
de Economiatemen que hayaalgin
tipo de obstaculizacion, razon por
la cual el Presidente langd su ame-
naza: “Fue una decisién politica,
v si alguien no puede tomarla, no
va a poder seguir en el Gobierno”,
expreso, segiin la comitiva que lo
acompafia en la gira por Europa.

La declaracion de Ferndndez
suma mis tension a la interna ofi-
cialista, queayervolvid a quedar en
evidencia en las audiencias publi-

PLANTEO DE LA UIA

Enlaaudiencia puiblica para
debatir las nuevas tarifas de
luz, la ULA advirtié sobre el
impacto que tendra en los
costos de 6400 empresas la
suba de 70% que ya rige para
esesector en el servicioeléc-
trico. ElGobierno propuso un
alza de 17% para el segmento
medio de usuarios. Pagina 18

cas que se estan desarrollando has-
ta hoy para definir el esquerma de
la quita de subsidios y el monto de
la suba tarifaria. Mientras se pro-
ducian las audiencias, Martinez y
Basualdo, los principales funcio-
narios del drea, estuvieron en una
recorridade obrasen Ezeiza. ¥ des-
de el camporismo dejaron entrever
una posible judicializacidn del te-
ma. Paginas 10y 11

Juecesde

todo el pais se
movilizan
contra el narco

DESEMBARCO. En un hecho
inédito, un centenar de jueces
federales de todo el pais acom-
pafiardn hoy en Rosario a los
integrantes de la Corte Suprema
para dar una sefial de respaldo
institucional a la lucha contra el
narcotrifico queasuelaa esaciu-
dad santafesina. Paginal6

La oposicion
logro otro
avance por la
boletatinica

DEBATE. A pesar de la fuerte re-
sistencia del oficialismo, el arco
opositor logré ayer que se iniciara
el debate por el sistema electoral
de boleta tinica en un plenario de
comisiones de la Cimara de Dipu-
tados. Fijaron, ademiis, un calenda-
rio para alcanzar dictamen antes
de fin de mes. Paginals

EL ESCENARIO

Dos hipotesis distintas
sobre el porvenir

{4 amis me voy a pelear con
Cristina” Esa promesadeAl-
berto Ferndndez, formulada

eninnumerablesocasiones, queda-

ri también incumplida. Otra frus-
tracion imputable a la pandemia.

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

La gira del Presidente por Europa,
queya tenia rasgos pococompren-
sibles, terminog de incorporarse a
la historia de las excentricidades
diplomiticas. Las reglas de ese ar-
te aconsejan que cuando un jefe de

Estado viaja al exterior se absten-
ga de criticar a la dirigencia de su
pais. Incluso a los opositores, Pero
Ferndndez cruzd el Atlintico para
agigantar lafisurasobrela queesti
parado. Continiia enla pagina 12

Peﬂtns de la policia revisan el mutor del micro, que recibio B'Shalazas

Ataque mafioso contra
dos micros en laruta 2

MAXIMO PELIGRO. Recibieron casi 100 tiros; una
disputa por los tours de compras, el presunto maovil

Una eventual “guerra” entre em-
presas de transporte de Mar del
Plata ligadas a los viajes de com-
prasa los centrosde venta deropa
econdmica delaCapital desembo-
cden un ataque mafioso. En sen-
dos episodios coordinados, dos
dmnibus que regresabanalacosta

desde el barrio portefio de Flores
fueron baleados anteanoche, con
35 minutosy 40 kildmetros de di-
ferencia, en la ruta 2, entre Chas-
comiis y Castelli. Recibieron casi
100 impactos;milagrosamente, los
provectiles noalcanzaron aningu-
node los 5l pasajeros. Pagina 26

Detalle de los disparos de bajo
calibre recibidos en la parte
trasera de uno de los 6mnibus
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Ministro cai
dias depois

de reajuste no
preco do diesel

Jair Bolsonaro nomeou o
economista Adolfo Sach-
sida como ministro de Mi-
nas e Energia, nolugar de
Bento Albuguerque, gue
foi exonerado a pedido, se-
gundo o governo. A troca
wvem apos queda de brago
pelos pregos de combusti-
veis da Petrobras, que rea-
justou o diesel em 8,87%.

Sachsida disse que pedi-
ra estudos para privatizar
aestatal, Mercado A15aA17

POLICIA INVADE NOVA CRACOLANDIA E EXPULSA USUARIOS PARA PRENDER TRAFICANTES

Esporte B7
Clubes paulistas

ja falam com Globo
sobre direitos de TV
da Libra em 2025

Ihastrada C1
Filme 'O Homem
do Norte' é versao
viking de ‘Hamlet'
€OMm Sexo e sangue

Guia C8

Sao Paulo vé B0%
das salas de cinema
da prefeitura
fechadas ha 2 anos

)
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Inflacao em 12 meses vai a
12,13%, a maior desde 2003

Alta é de 1,06% em abril, diz IBGE; economistas preveem que escalada prossiga

Apos alta histdrica em mar
co, a inflacio ao consumi-
dor cresceu 1,06% em abril
eacumula, até entio, 12,13%,
O Maior avango em 12 me-
ses desde 2003, anunciou
0 IBGE. O aumento de pre-
¢os foi puxado por alimenta-
¢ao e bebidas, com salto de
2,06%, e transporte, de 1,01%.

Aexpectativa € que o IPCA
{Indice de Pregos ao Consu-
midor Amplo) continue a
subir nos priximos meses
com os reajustes dos com-
bustiveis —na terga (10) o di-
esel foi novamente remarca-
do em R$ 0,40 a mais por li-
ro, com impacto no frete e
nas cadeias de distribuicio.

Economistas alertam que,
embora tenha subido menos
do gue no més anterior, ain-
flagio se espalha por mais
itens. Em agfﬂ, a chamada
difusdo chegou a 78,25%, a
maior em 19 anos, sinalizan-
doque poucos produtos con-
sumidos pela populacio es-
capam da tendéncia.

Assim, hdbitos comegam
a mudar: Estudo da consul-
toria Nielsen|[Q retrata au-
mento davenda de produtos
nos extremos do espectro:
os mais baratos, para lidar
Com 0 novo patamar de gas-
L0S, € 08 premium, que com-
pensam a economia feita fo-
rade casa. Mercado AlS e A19

Danis Verpa/Fothapress

Praga Princesa Isabel, no centro da capital paulista, antes e depois da megaoperacao da Policia Civil e da prefeitura; dependentes se espalharam apds acao que prendeu cinco cotidiano B1

Imposto de
importacio de 11
itens sera zerado

O governo planeja fazer
um corte de 10% na tarifa
geral de importacio pra-
ticada pelo Brasil. Além
disso, prepara uma medi-
da para zerar o imposto de
n produtos —incluindo o
aco e bens que integram a
cesta bdsica. Mercado a19

Meu governo nio terd
teto de gasto, afirma Lula
Em evento em MG, petista
afirmou que, se eleito, ndo
terd teto de gastos. “Néo
(UE €11 Vi Ser irresponsa-
vel, gastar para endividar
o futuro da naciio” aze

A pandemia em 11l.mai
Dados das 200

Populagio vacinada no Brasil

19 cielo vaci et

Nl 76,8%

Gbitos

Mdedia bl emaen
1

107 T 7,6u~

o N 664564

“Wariagho em relagio a 14 dias
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Defesa e Judiciario agem
contra golpismo de Bolsonaro

A ofensiva de Jair Bolsonaro
(PL) contra o sisterna elei-
woral, desta vez com o uso
dos militares na empreita-
da, comeca a enfrentar re-
sisténcia. Tanto o Ministério
da Defesa guanto o Tribu-
nal Superior Eleitoral tém
rabalhado para conpé-la.

A pasta busca desvincu-
lar o Exército dos questi-
onamentos feitos ao TSE,
e a corte agiu ripido em
dar negativas. Ppoliticaas

Queremos eleicbes livres
no Brasil, diz subsecretiria
de Estado dos EUA aa

Telegram suspende
grupo bolsonarista
e muda regras

O Telegram suspendeu
temporariamente o Gru-
po B38, uma das principais
comunidades bolsonaris-
tas no aplicativo. Na mira
do Judiciario, a platafor-
ma alterou suas regras de
uso, prevendo remocio de
contetido ilegal. Politicaas

Thiago Amparo
Escolas que
praticam assédio

Aauséncia de debate sobre
género e sexualidade cria
ambiente de tolerincia ao
assédio naescola. No Bra-
sil, hd um esforgo para que
se silencie sobre o terma em
sala de aula, aponta rela-
torio inédito da Human
Rights Watch. opiniio a2

TR
ol Folhapres:

DA FRANCA AO URUGUAL DESTINOS ATRAEM CASAIS EM BUSCA DE ROMANCE

Margem do rio da Prata, em Coldnia de Sacramento; veja sele¢io de locais dentro e fora do Brasil para curtir a dois Turismop.1

Indenizacaoa
Gilmar contraria
precedente no STF
Um processo por danos
morais movido desde2o14
por Gilmar Mendes contra
o jornalista Rubens Valen-
te resultouem indenizacio
a0 ministro que contraria
precedente do proprio STE
Procurado, Gilmar nio se
manifestow. Politica AT1

EDITORIAIS A2

Bolsos e mentes

Sobre benesses aos milita-
res N0 governo Taro.
Intervencao sem foco

Arespeito de lucros da Pe-
trobras e receita puiblica.

ATMOSFERA
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Investigadores manejan la hipétesis de que podria ser represalia del Hezbola

FBl y DEA comprometidos en
esclarecer asesinato de Pecci

®|ndagan si la victima ya fue @ Agentes fiscales manifestaron @ Aseguran que daran con los
seguida desde Paraguay que se sienten desprotegidos  autores materiales y morales
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For el homicidio del fiscal paraguayo

Marcelo Pecci

Ante avance de las mafias Multa de'G. 600.000 Puede ahuyen:(at inve:liiunes MEC detecta acefalia
Crean CBI para el  Los diputados Empresarios piden  Colegio afectado
seguimiento de raboneros solo al Gobierno evitar  por caso de abuso

casos de lavadoy  reciben una que el narcotrafico  carecia de un
delitos conexos  sancidn simbélica | dafie a la economia ~ profesional sicologo
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» Confidences
avant le depart

de Florence Parly
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# Pouvoir d'achat:
Emmanuel Macron
wveut honorer

ses promesses

dés cet été

PAGET

BIRMANIE
Lajunte accentue
la répression

PAGE &

TENNIS
Lalégende Roger
Federer vue par
Christopher Clarey,
grand reporter

au «New York
Times » prce
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Inflation, taux, croissance :
le monde en état d’alerte

Les banques centrales relevent une a une les taux d'intérét pour essayer de contrer
la flambée des prix. Au risque de casser l'activité économique, qui ralentit déja partout.

L'épisode des taux d'intérét
négatifs, expérimenté  de-
puis 2014 pour soutenir 'ac-
tivité économique, est en
train de prendre fin. Dans le
sillage des autres bangues

centrales, la BCE, inquigte du
retour en foree de I'inflation,
s'appréte a mettre un terme a
1"argent gratuit a volonté cet
été. Ce resserrement moneé-
taire risque de peser sur une

croissance déja fragilisée par
la guerre en Ukraine et les
confinements prolongés en
Chine pour faire face au Co
wid.

Ce grand virage planétaire est

un véritable chamboulement
pour 'économie mondiale. 11
remet en lumiere la question
de la dette des Etats et des
entreprises, qui a explose ces
derniéres années, Il déstabi-

lise aussi les marchés finan-
ciers : tandis que les Bourses
dégringolent, les  produits
spéculatifs, comme les crvp

tomonnaies, connaissent une
veritable déroute.

< LA BOURSE SECOUEE PAR LA FIN DE L'ARGENT FACILE - LES CONDITIONS DE FINANCEMENT DES GRANDES ENTREPRISES SE SONT FORTEMENT DURCIES - L'EFFONDREMENT
D'UN « STABLECOIN = AJOUTE DE LA PANIQUE SUR LE MARCHE DES CRYPTOS - LA POUSSEE DE FIEVRE DES CREDITS IMMOBILIERS INQUIETE PAGES 20, 21 ET LEDITORIAL

Sieverodonetsk,

le verrou du Donbass

sous la pression
des forces russes

qui cherche

aencercler 'armée ukrai

e, PAGES2 ET 3

B3 EDITORIAL s cottan e copete giecapeieaictigmos
Retour sur terre

e vent tourne vite en économie.
Voicl quelgues mols encore, ceux
qui s"inquidtaient de 'envolée de
la dette passaient pour d'incorri-
gibles Cassandre, accrochés a des
lubies d'un autre temps. Le choeur des mo-
dernes dissertait sur le monde nouveau en
leur faisant la legon. Le progrés économi-
que, la mondialisation, les gains de produc-
tvité, nous expliquaient-ils, avaient défi
nitivement wvaincu l'inflation, Les taux
d’intérét devaient rester ad vitam asternam
cloués au plancher, 'endettement devenait
une guestion secondaire. Ce raisonnement
paresseux fut, comme on sait, un formida
ble encouragement au laisser-aller, notam-
ment en France, oul I'on 5'enivre, plus que
partout ailleurs, de dépense publique. Une
pandeémie et une guerre plus loin, ce grand
échafaudage intellectuel s'écroule. Le mi-
rage de "argent magigue et la fable du creé-
it sans fin sont emportés par kes tourments
du monde. [ls laissent derriére eux trois
bombes & retardement : une inflation galo-
pante, des bulles spéculatives (Bourse, im
mobilier, ervplomeonnaies... | et des monta-
gnes de dettes. Sans filet de sécurité, cette
fois: le piége se referme aussi sur les ban-

ques cenfrales, ces pomplers pyromanes,
qui, aprés avolr Inondé plus que de raison le
mande de monnaie gratuite, sont désormais
contraintes de relever une 4 une leurs taux
d'intérét an risque de casser la croissance.

Pour un quinguennat place sous le signe du
pouvaoir d'achat et des tensions sociales, ce
grand chambardement tombe bien mal. La
cigale, ayvant beaucoup trop chanté, se

- trouve  aujourd hui

Le mirage fort dépourvue. Le
de l'argent gouverneur de la Ban-
. que de France, plutdt
maglique réputé pour sa pondé-
ration, donne de la

Et la fa'l?le vaix: il met en garde
du credit contre toute nouvelle
sans fm dérive budgétaire sus-

ceptible de menacer la
soutenabilité d'une dette appelée 4 cofiter
de plus en plus cher. Au moment ol le ciel
s'assombrit, I"Etat serait bien inspiré de re
prendre, enfin, la maitrise de ses dépenses.
A un mols des élections législatives, telle
visiblement n'est pas la priorité du gouver
nement, qui a encore signé hier pour pha-
sieurs milliards d'euros de chéques sans
provision. |

15K 01RD 3853

Mélenchon,
I'énigme
d’'une non-
candidature
aux
législatives

Sorti au premier tour de la
présidentielle avec 21,95%, 4
peine plus de 400000 voix
derriére Marine Le Pen, Jean-
Luc Mélenchon est tout de sui-
te parvenu a susciter une dy-
namique pour les législatives,
habilement présentées comme
un troisieme tour. Pour
autant, il entend rester en sur
plomb du marécage politique
et cultiver son résean interna-
tional. Surtout, il garde 3 'es-
prit I'échéance de 2027,
PAGES4ETS
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Politics Ukraine

Trusswarnedofrebellion  Russianstroopsaccused
over plantorevoke partsof ofKkilling civilians are first
Northern Ireland protocol  toface war crimestrials

Page 4

A Guardian Thursday

Fag
special 5 %ay 202
investigation e From £1.85 for subscribers

Revealed:
‘Carbon bombs’
set to trigger.
aclimate s g
catastrophie:

Oil and gas majors are planning
massive projects that threaten t@
exacerbate the climate crisis. S |
If governments do not act, thesg | &
firmswill continuetocashin : . =

as the world burns -+

Report by Damian Carringtonand Matthew Taylor




