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rate increase—the largest
since 2000—and a plan to
shrink its $9 trillion asset
portfolio as officials kicked
into higher gear a cam-
paign to slow inflation. Al
rallied after

rate increases. The S&P 500,
Nasdaq and Dow surged 3%,
3.2% and 2.8%, respectively.
Treasury yields fell. B1, B11

+ Some U.S. companies
are warning that Covid-19
lockdowns in Shanghai and
elsewhere in China are dent-
ing sales, disrupting oper-
ations and putting added
strain on supply chains. Al
#+ Uber's revenue more
than doubled in the latest
gquarter as demand for rides
rebounded and the com-
pany’s food delivery grew. Bl

VW sadd it is accelerating a
push into key U.S. markets
where it expects little impact
on growth from the Ukraine
war or China’s lockdowns. BL

 Intercontinental

agresd to buy mortgage-data
firm Black Knight in a deal
valued at $13.1 billion. B11

#+ Executives at Cerebral
told its clinicians that the
company will pause prescrib-
ing controlled substances
such as Adderall to treat
ADHD in new patients. B4

* Moderna said that its
first-gquarter revenue and
profit tripled on higher sales
of its Covid-1% vaccine. B2

World - Wide
-

# Ukrainian forces are
ousting Russian troops
from a string of villages
that were used to strike

the country’s second most
populous city, Kharkiv, re-
gAaining strategic terrain
that could blunt Russia’s at-
tempt to conguer the east-
ern Donbas region. Al, AS-9
# Europe is racing to
stock up on oil and natural
gas before it imposes
tighter sanctions on Rus-
sian energy, sl ing the
dash to recrganize global
energy supplies in the wake
of the war in Ukraine. A

# Democratic and Repub-
lican leaders are weighing
their next political steps on
abortion after a leaked draft
opinion sugzested that the
Supreme Court was poised
to overturn the landmark
Roe v. Wade decision. A7

<+ Primary elections for a
U.S. Senate seat from Ohio
redinfor the power Trump
holds over the Republican
Party and set up a general
election in which both major
candidates are placing empha-
sis on blue-collar voters. Ad
# Biden would be on shalky
legal ground if he were ta
pursue broad-based student
debt cancellation by executive
action, Obama’s former top
Education Department

wrote in a legal analysis. A3
+ Venture capitalist John
Doerr and his wife, Ann
Doerr, are giving Stanford
$1.1 billion to launch a new
school on tackling
challenges of climate change
and sustainability issues. A%
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Fed Rate Rise Is Biggest Since 2000

Plan to shrink portfolio
kicks inflation fight
into higher gear; stocks
rise on reassurances

By Nick Timiraos

The Federal Reserve sp-
proved a rare half-percentage-
point interest-rate increase—
the largest since 2000—and a
plan to shrink its $9 trillion
asset portfolioc as officials
kicked into higher gear a cam-
paign to slow inflation that is
running at a 40-year high.

The moves, approved unan-
imously at the end of a two-
day policy meeting Wednesday
by the Fed's rate-setting com-
mittee, will raise the central
bank’s benchmark federal-
funds rate to a target range
between 0.75% and 1%.

Fed Chairman Jerome Pow-
ell said at a news conference
that officials broadly agreed
that additional half-point in-
creases could be warranted in
June and July given current
economic  conditions.  That
would lift the rate to a range
last seen in 2019, before the
pandemic prompred the central

bank to open its monetary
spigots, and would represent a
policy tightening pace as ag-
Eressive as any since the 1980s,
Bond and stock prices ral-
lied Wednesday after Mr. Pow-
ell said officials aren't consid-
ering an even larger increase of
three-fourths of a percentage
point, or 75 basis points, at the
Please turn topage A4

# Stocks SOAr as WOorries over
steeper rate hikes abate..

# Treasury yields fall after
Powell's remarks_...._....

# Heard on the Street: Fed stlll
st the market’s friend... B12

Index performance on Wednesday
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Average
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By Yarosvav TroFmeow

KHARKIV, Ukraine—Ukrai-
nian forces are custing Russian
troops from a string of villages
that were used to strike the
country’s  second-most-popu-
lous city, Kharkiv, regaining
stravegic terrain that could
blunt Russia’s attempt to con-
quer the eastern Donbas region.

The recent Ukrainian gains,
to the north and northeast of
Kharkiv, build on previous suc-
cesses in forcing Russia®s mili-
tary from the immediate out-

industrial and transportation
hub with a prewar population
of 1.4 million.,

Another setback for Russia
came when the European
Union proposad on Wednesday
a ban on Russian crude and
refined oil products, and pre-
pared to impose sanctions on
Russian military figures whom
EU officials accuse of war
crimes. With the tighter re-
strictions pending, Europe
stocked up on oil and natural
gas. Brent crude futures for
July delivery on Wednesday

Ukrainian soldiers in Kharkiv on Wednesday. The nation’s second-largest city has seen far less Russian shelling in recent days.

Ukrainians Reclaim Villages,
Easing Pressure on Kharkiv

4.93%, to $110.14.

On the battlefield, Ukrai-
nian troops captured on Fri-
day the wvillage of Ruska Lo
zowva just north of Kharkiv,
according to residents and the
Ukrainian military. In the fol-
lowing days, a separate group
pressing northeast expelled
Russian forces from the village
of Kutuzivka. The group has
now reached the town of
Staryi Saltiv, some 25 miles
away, Ukrainian officials said.
Pursuing the offensive farther
east of Staryi Saltiv would

toward Izyum, the staging
ground of Moscow’s main mili-

tary effort to seize Donbas.
While some Russian units
remain on the edge of Kharkiv,
these offensives have led to a
dramatic decrease in the shell-
ing of the city, said Oleh Syne-
hubowv, the head of the Kharkiv
Please turn fopage A8

# As Russians bury their dead
they blame the LS.
# Europe imports energy hefnre
it cuts Moscow off. A

Americans
Spend,
Travel and
Shop Like
It’s 2019

By RacHeL WoLFE
Ann Snaron TERLER

In earhy 2020, many compa-
nies said the pandemic would
change ewveryvthing for con-
sumers. And it did—for a
while.

MNow many Americans are
resuming their prepandemic
habits: rocking out at crowded
concerts, doing deadlifts next
o strangers at the gym and
stocking a standard supply of
toilet paper. Airlines, restau-
rants and child-care centers,
wihich relied on government
loans to stay afloat during
Covid-19's peak, can now
hardly keep up with demand.

Live Nation, which owns
Ticketmaster, said concert
ticket sales were up 45% as of
February 2022 compared with
the same period in 2019, the
last full prepandemic year. As
of February, the company had
30% more concerts planned
for 2022 than 2019,

Membership levels at gym
chain Planet Fitness in Janu-
ary surpassed prepandemic
levels following a stretch in
which some 25% of the na-
tion's gyms closed, according
to industry data,

Owver two million people
traveled by plane each day on
average between April 17 and
23, according to the Transpor-
tation Security Administration.
That figure averaged about 2.4
million in 2005,

At the same time, some
pandemic stars like Peloton
Interactive Inc., Netflix Inc.

Please turn to page A0

# Finland holds war drill ahead

* Greg Ipc Postpandemic normal
Az

skirts of the city, a major gained $5.17 per barrel. or threaten Russian supply lines of NATO application ... isn't so profitable—......—.
Trade U.S. trade deficitin goods and services Ch - 3 C - d 19 L kd
Donct o= ina’s Covid- ockdowns
Climbs t billon P .
imbs to e Reignite Supplyv-Chain Wo
= d o0 ignice PPLY 1 es
ecor
Infiation, supply 75 By THOMAS GRYTA trial giant Honeywell Interna- latest wawe in  Shanghai
imbalances and tional Inc. said the Covid mea-  started in early March, closing
strong demand for - Some U.S. companies are sures had curbed production factories of companies includ-
imported goods 5 warning that Covid-19 lock- at half of its Chinese plants. ing electric-car maker Tesla
widened the US. downs in Shanghai and else- JB. Hunt Transport Services Inc. and consumer-products
trade deficit by where in China are denting Inc. said the freight carrier’s maker Procter & Gamble Co.
22.3% to a record = sales, disrupting operations customers are worried about Much of the rest of the de-
in March, with and putting added strain on deliveries scheduled for July. veloped world has adopted a
clothing, supply chains that could be Since the emergence of the strategy of minimizing Covid
computers, and 9 felt well into the summer. virus, China generally has infections and managing waves
vehicles driving the 2019 20 21 2 Apple Inc. said it could take  stuck to a zero-tolerance ap-  while avoiding severe disrup-
increase. Imports N R — a sales hit of as much as $8 proach to dealing with flare- tions to business and daily life.
rose 10.3%. A4 Source: Cs Bureau bl n in its current guarter, ups, using mass testing and Given China’s role as a key
primarily becaunse of the travel restrictions along with supplier to the world, the pol-
Shanghai lockdowns. Indus- widespread lockdowns, The Please turn to page A7

Who Are the Best Lawyers? They re Arguing About It

Awards for those
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a million licensed lawwyers, it
ism't easy to distinguish the
best among them. There's no
gold-dipped Oscar statuette or
Olympic medal awarded to at-
torneys. Instead, validation
often takes the form of small
wooden plagues, which are
plastered all over the office
walls and websites of the legal

n legal profe

profession.

Demand for these plaques
is considerable—at least judg-
ing by the array of companies
offering them. Among them
are the “Best Attormeys of
America,” “America’s Top 50
Lawyers,” “America’s Top 1040
Attorneys”  and  “America’s
Best Advocates.”

So heated is the industry of
professional superlatives in
the legal sector that even the

m are prol

‘eraling: “‘dopest’

phrase “best lawyers” is en-

tangled in litization.
washingtonian magazine
found itself in federal court
this spring after publishing a
directory of the "Best Law-
vers” practicing in the nation’s
capital. A Georgia-based com-
pany called Best Lawyers,
which rates attorneys based
on peer reviews, sued the
magazine for trademark in-
Pilease turn to page AT
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Uber's revenue more
than doubled last
quarter as demand for
rides rebounded. B1

Ime Udcka beat long
odds in his playing
career to become
Celtics head coach. A14
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Lessons from Blair

Today's UK Labour party still has a

BERT SHRIMSLEY, PAGE 17

lot to learn —

Eastern front

Has MNato's response to Putin mad
Europe safer? —eis rReaD, PAGE 15

USA §2.50 Cansda CERG0

Social mediasiteis like a dystopian

open-mic night — jeMima «

ELLY,. PAGE 16

Missile strike
EU doubts on
Russia oil ban

wihiches burn at an oil depot after mis-
sile stribies yesterday on an area contral-
led by Russkan-backed separatist foroes
imMakitvka, eastof Donetsk, Ukraine,
The EU has sald it will phase out all
Russian oll supplies to the bloc by the
end of the year. Eut in a sign of bow diffi-
cult some eastern European countrics
will find it &0 seurce alternative ofl, Hun
gary sald it would reject Brossels’ pro-
posal unbess there was an exception for
nations that import Russian criude via
Imes,
Erent ofl climbed a5 much as 2.5 per
cent toa high of $107.58.
War bn Ukral e page 2
Russlan sanctions page 8
Ol price bmpact page 10
Karina Roblnson page 17

Fed ramps up inflation battle with
first half-point rate rise since 2000

o Plan to slim $9tn balance sheet » War adds to price pressures e Further moves expected

COLEY SMITH — WASHING ToN

The US Federal Reserve has ralsed its
benchmark policy rate by half a per-
centage polnt for the first time since
200 and unvweiled plans to shrink its
$9tn balance sheet as it embraces a
more aggressive approach to tacklng
high inflaticn.

Al the end of its two-day policy mest-
ing yesterday, the Federal Open Market
Committes lifted the target range of the
federal funds rate to a range of 0.75 per
cent o 1 per cent. It s the first tme since
2006 that the bank has implemented
rate increases at back-to-back mestings.

At Its March meeting, the Fed ralsed
rates a quarter of a percentage point
from the near-zero level where they had
hovered since the onset of the pan-

Scholz's volce emerges
from the fog of war

Oilal Schol2 bk gorwe an The offensive
after weeks of what crifics label
‘procrastination and Himid ity” over
Ukraire. Hampered by 3 speaking style
In which ey message Is clear’ Is often
fallowed by conwoluted sentences. the
Garman dhancelior has faced fire over
s initiad resistance 1o sending heavy
weapons and his refusal o visit Kyl
Bist hae iesind 3 Bibinvislon Intervii This
waek 1o st out his stall and there were
signs his message was darifying.
Calling the shots » FASE 1

demic. Since then, top officials have
backed a much mur\er:phlwllhnlraw:l
of the pamdemic-era stimabs in Eght of
omne of the tightest labour marketsinhis-
tory amd skgns that price pressures are
becoming entrencbed.

Ina statement released yesterday, the
U5 central bank said it expected that
“angoing increases in the targel range
will be appropriate”, suggesting the Fad
will implement naultiple half-point rate
rises this year.

The committes sald it was “highly
attentive” to scaring inflation but
warned of further upward pressure on
prices stemming from supply chaim bot-
tHenecks caused by the war in Ukraine
and Covid-19 backdowns in China.

The decision marks the latest step by
the Fed to move monetary policy to aso-

VW sold out of this year’s electric cars
in Europe and US as supply chains clog

JOE MILLER — STUTTGART
ALEXANDER VLADKDY — FRANKFURT

Valkswagen, the world's second-largest
electric vehicle manufacturer by val-
wme, has “sold out”™ of battery- povwered
models in the US and Enrope this year
as persistent supply chain bottlenecks
hit global production.

The German group, which includes
brands such as Porsche, Awdl and
Skoda, sold mare than 99,000 electric
models workiwide in the first three
months of this year as it was hit by a
shortage of semiconductors and wiring
harnesses made in Ukraine, Market
leader Tesla delivernad more than three
teres that number in the same quartss.
However, VW boss Herbert Disss said
that because demand had remained
robast, the company had an order back-
log In western Europe of 300,000 elec-

called neutral position that neither
speeds up nor slows dewn econemic
activity.

officials have suggested a mewtral fed
fumnds rate is between 2 and 3 per cent
but many economists believe it is much
higher, ghven how much inflation has
overshot the Fed's 2 per cent target.

ore inflation, as measured by the
central bank's preferred personal con-
sumption expenditures price index,
reached 5.2 per cent n March compared
withthe previous year.

Additional half-point rate rises are
now expectod, with further adjastments
Hkedy im Jume and July. If the Fed then
rakses rates by just & quarter-podnt at
each of the remaining meetings in Sep-
tember, November and December, the
fed fumds rate woukl bover between 2.5

tric cars. He added that customers now
placing orders in Earope and the Us
would not get their electric models
delivered before 3023,

*“Wie have very high arder backs and
- .. order intake on electric vehicles,™
Diess said, adding thatall models from
Aundi to Skoda were “extremely well
receivedin the markets”,

He said: “We are basically sold out an
electric vehicles in Europe and in the
United States. And in Chima, it's really
plkingup.”

VW is targeting a total of roughly
700,000 ebectric vehicle sales for 2022
as it attempts to catch wp with Tesla.
However, production has been ham-
pered, particularly in China, Vs larg-
est market, where itsold just 28,800
electric cars in the first quarter amid
coronavirs lockdowns,

While that sales figure is four times

The Fed says
it ks 'highly
attentive' ta
soaring inflation
and wams

of wpward
[Pressure on
prices from
supply chain
bottlenecks

and 275 per cent by the end of the year.

Fed officials argue the US econamy s
strong enough to withstand much
tighter monetary policy without Blling
lmto & recessbon, anoutcomme that Treas-
wry secretary Janet Yellen said was pos-
il but wou bd be tricky to palloff.

At an event yesterday, the former Fed
chair said the central bank would need
o be “skilful and alsa lucky™ 1w achieve
as0-called soft landing.

The Ped confirmed its plans to shrink
lits portfolko of Treasuries and agency
morigage-backed securkties, which has
ballooned since early 2020 as it hoo-
vered up bonds to support the econemy.
will begin redhacing its holdings in pune
through a process called run-off
whereby it stops reinvesting the pro-
ceeilsol maturing securities.

higher than the same perfod kst year, it
complicates VW's target of selling at
least 140,000 electric cars in China this
year. VW also missed iis electric sales
targetsinthe country kst year.

The autsn industry’s overall sabes fore-
casts for the year have been reduced in
recent weeks, as the global economy
continues to suffer from rising raw
material prices and the war in Uloraine.

Bosch, Europe’s largest auto supplier,
sabd yesterdaythat its previous estimate
of 88mn cars being sold worldwide this
year *probablywon't be met” becauseof
“adverse effects from the coronavirus
pandemic in China and the angoing chip
shortages™

VW warned that there was “a contin-
wesd k™ thot the war and Jockdowns in
China would “have a pegative impact
on . . . business actbvities in the current
year”
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» Multinationals warn of China blow
Starbucks and Yum Chima, the bocal owner of the
KFC and Piza Hut brands, have warned of the hit to
sales from backdowns confining millions bo their
homes in the biggest consumer market.— FAGE 4

» Abramovich allies sct to stay at Chelsca
Chair Bruce Buck and director Marina Granovekata
have been offered the option to retain their jobs
rumning the foothball cub if a consortiom led by U=
Amancier Todd Boehly, lead bidder, prevalls.— pace &

» SEC probe into Didi listing disaster
The Chinese ride-hailing glant has disclosed that
thee US watchudog ks examining last june's IPO that
was hit by a Beijing crackdown bwo days later. The
Bews welghed on Hong Kongs tech seclor— pace &

» Trump-badeed Vance wins Ohio primary
Author and wenture caplitalist
I Vance has won the race to be
the Republican candidate for
the Senate. The win highlights
e influence of ex-president

Dotald Trump.— sace s

» New blow talees Tiger lund to 40% loss
Aprils 15 per cent boss for Tiger Global's flagship
hedge fund means 1t is down more than 40 per cent
this yeas, in the katest sign of how star tech investors
have been wrongiooted by a reversal— pace w

» Moderna plans launch of Omicron jab
The US drugmaker has schedualed an autumn
redease for its “bivalent booster™ that will target two
antigens, the original strain of Covid-19 as well as
the mutations in the Omicron varkant. — Pace &

= US takes aim at China surveillance group
washington has lined up sanctions on Hikvision,
the survelllance camera group accased of enabling
humian rights abuses, in a decision that isset to hit
cities induding Mew York and London.— sace s
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Today, partly to mostly sunny,
warmer, high 72. Temight, partly
cloudy, low 54. Tomoerrow, turning
cloudy, cooler, rain arriving, high 62,
Weather map appears on Page Bi.
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Ukrainian armored vehicles in the eastern city of Kharkiv on Wednesday, with the smoke of Russian incendiary ro-ckel 'L)'Iasts nearksy.

Rate Increase
Is the Largest
In 2 Decades

By JEANNA SMIALEK

The Federal Reserve ramiped
up its attack on rapid inflation on
wednesday, approving its biggest
interest rate increase since 2000,
detailing a plan 1o shrink its mas-
sive bond holdings and signaling
that it will continue working to
coal the economy as it ries o
tamp down the fastest price in-
creases in four decades.

Wet investors found a reason for
relief. While the Fed raised inter-
est rates half a percentage point
and its chair, Jerome H. Powell,
said similarly large increases
would be “on the table™ at the
Fed's upcoming meetings, he shot
down the idea that policymakers
were considering an even larger

move, as some investors had
feared.
That reassurance helped to

send stock indexes soaring. The
S&P 500 rose 3 percent, the big-
Eest jump since May 2020,

Many on Wall Street hawve been
nervously eyeing the Fed's path
as it tries to beat back inflation,
worried that officials might slow
demand so much that the econ-
omy will tp into a painful reces-
sion. While the Fed is withdraw-
ing monetary help at the fastest
pace in decades, Mr. Powells com-
ments showed that the central
bank was trying to chart a brisk
course, hut not a drastic one,

=Markets took it as: The Fed is
not overdoing it said Priya
Misra, head of global rates strat-
egy at TD Securities,

Srill, the Fed's suite of policy
changes underscored that the
central bank is serious about cool-
ing down the economy and the job
market. Officials have grown in
creasingly nervous that price in
creases, which have lasted longer
than many economists had ex-
pected, could become more per-
manent. By lifting rates and
shrinking its nearly $8 trillion in
bond holdings, the Fed will push
borrowing costs higher across the
economy, moves aimed at slowing
demand.

=Inflation is much too high and
we understand the hardship it is
causing, and we're moving expe-
ditiously to bring it back down,”™
Mr. Powell said during a news con-
ference on Wednesday, ~We have
bath the tools we need and the re-
solve it will take to restore price
stability”

Policymakers spent most of
2021 hoping that inflation would
ease on its own as supply short-

Corntinued on Page A20

U.S. Helped Kyiv in Targeting Russian Generals

This article is by Julien E. Barnes,
Helene Cooper and Eric Schmitt,

WASHINGTON — The United
States has provided intelligence
about Russian units that has al-
lowed Ukrainians to target and
kill many of the Russian generals
who have died in action in the
Ukraine war, according to senior
American officials.

Ukrainian officials said they
have killed approximately 12 gen-
erals on the front lines, a number
that has astonished military ana-
lysts.

The targeting help is part of a
classified effort by the Biden ad-
ministration o provide real-time
battlefield intelligence to Ukraine.
That intelligence also includes an-
ted Russian roop move-
wents gleaned from recent Amer-
can assessments of Moscow's se-
cret battle plan for the fighting in
the Donbas region of eastern

Aid to Ukraine Includes
Real-Time Battlefield
Intelligence

Ukraine, the officials said. Offi-
cials declined to specify  how
many generals had been killed as
aresult of LS. assistance,

The Unived States has focused
on providing the location and
other details about the Russian
military’s mobile headquarters,
wihich relocate frequently. Ukrain-
ian officials have combined that
geographic information with their
own intelligence — including in-
tercepted  communications  Lhat
alert the Ukrainian military to the
presence of senior Russian offi-
cers — to conduct artillery strikes
and ather attacks that have killed
Russian officers.

The intelligence sharing is part
of a stepped-up flow in ULS, assist-
ance that includes heavier weap-
ons and tens of billions in aid,
demonstrating how quickly the
early American restraints on sup-
port for Ukraine have shifted as
the war enters a new stage that
could play out over months.

ULS. intelligence support to the
Ukrainians has had a decisive ef-
fect on the battlefield, confirming
targets identified by the Ukrain-
ian military and pointing it to new
targets, The flow of actionable in-
telligence on the movement of
Russian troops that America has
given Ukraine has few prece-
dents,

Since failing to advance on Kyiv,
thve capital, early partof the
war, Russia has tried to regroup,
with a more concentrated push in
eastern Ukraine that so far has
mowved slowly and unevenly.

Continued on Page Af

Evacuation buses heading to Ukraine’s Donbas region, where fighting has recently inten
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As a Holiday Nears, Fears of Escalation by Putin

By ANTON TROIANOVSKIL

and MICHAEL LEVENSON
With the Russian military still
struggling, Western officials and
Ukraine’s traumatized residents
are looking with increased alarm
to Russia’s Victory Day holiday on
May 9 — a celebration of the Sovi-
et riumph over Nazi Germany —
fearing that President Viadimir V.
Putin may explait it as a grandiose
stage to intensify attacks and mo-

E.U. Proposes Oil Ban,
Adding to Pressure

bilize his citizenry for all-out war,

While Russia has inflicted death
and destruction across Ukraine
and made some progress in the
east and the south over the past 10
weeks, stiff Ukrainian resistance,
heavy weapons supplied by the

‘West and Russian military incom-
petence have denied Mr, Putin the
swiflt wictory he originally ap-
peared to have anticipated, in-
cluding the initial goal of decapi-
tating the government in Kyiv.
MNow, however, with Russ
about to be smacked with a Euro-
pean Union eil embargo, and with
Wictory Day just five days away,
M Pulin may see the need to jolt
the West with a new escalation.
Continued on Page A

LEAK INTENSIFIES
VIEW THAT COURT
IS TOO POLITICAL

Once Allies, Roberts
and Alito Embody
Growing Divide

By ADAM LIPTAK

WASHINGTON — There was a
time when Justice Samuel A, Alito
Jr, the author of the leaked draft
opinion on abortion that rocked
the nation on Monday night, was
Chief Justice John G. Robers Jr's
closest ally on the Suprems Court.

The rwo men are both products
of the conservative legal move-
ment, and they were named to the
court by President George W
Bush within months of each other
Their voting records were initially
indistinguishable. Indeed, when
the chief justice had a particularly
difficult case, he would often as-
sign the majority opinion to Jus-
tice Alito.

“For their first decade on the
court together, the chief clearly
generally viewed Justice Alito as
a colleague upon whom he could
rely to craft the kind of narrowly
reasoned opinions for the court
necessary to maintain a bare five-
justice majority” said Richard I
Lazarus, a law professor at Har-
ward. “And the chief rewarded Al
ito with prime opinion assign
ments in some of the court’s big-
gest cases, notwithstanding Al
to's formal states as a junior
justice "

But the dynamics and alliances
at the court have shifted, espe-
cially after the death of Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and her re-
placement by Justice Amy Coney
Barrett.

Omoe  partmers, Chiefl Justice
Roberts and Justice Alite are now
emblems of a stark divide at the
court as it confronts a crucial
choice: whether to eliminate the
constitutional right to abortion en-
tirely in a case challenging a Mis-
sissippl law that bans the pro-
cedure after 15 weeks of preg-
nancy.

“Justice Alito now appears to
have concluded he no longer
needs the chief to receive coveted
opinion assignments” Professor
Lazarus said. “And, buoyed by a
five-justice conservative majority
to the right of the chief, Justice Al-
1l0 has apparently concluded, as

erscored by his frst dreafit
o-rnmo\n in the Mississippi abor-
tion case, that he can now swing
for the fences using the broadest
language possible”

The twomen have been moving

Continued on Page A9

A Concern That the
Law Isn’t Justices”
Primary Guide

By SHAWN HUBLER
and MICHAEL WINES

The revelation of a Supreme
Court draft opinien that would
overrule Roe v. Wade has caused
many Americans o express
doubts about whether the justices
are guided by the law rather than
by their political beliefs.

In interviews across the coun-
try, even some opponents of abor-
tHon expressed unease with the
way that a majority of the court
had coalesced behind the sweep-
ing draft written by Justice Samu-
el A. Alito Jr. that would undo
nearly 50 yvears of legalized access
L] a'hnrtlon natiomwide.

bekah Merkle, an author and
mulIlEr of five in l\a'[o-acw Idaho,
sald she thought that Supreme
Court justices would be “vindi-
cated as the heroes™ if they struck

W w. Wade. But although
she approves of the composition of
the court, she 5 not dispute
that it Ands itself deeply en-
meshed in politics.

"It certainly seems more politi
cized to me than it used to be,
Mrs. Merkle said. “And partof itis
because politics have goiten so
ugly recently. And that seems o
have definitely impacted the
court, as wel

Jenny Doyle, a neonatal nurse
practitioner and mother of two in
Boulder, Colo., was so distressed
by the Roe news that she consid-
ered whether she should leave the
country: “I think Teeland sounds
good,” she said,

But she was on the same page
as Mrs. Merkle in seeing the court
as an increasingly political actor
‘1 absolutely believe in a term
limit on the Supreme Courl” she
sald, of justices who can choose Lo
serve until they die. “They are los-
ing touch with the real America
and the real issues of Americans.”

Scholars and political experts
have regularly debated whether
the court’s steady march o the
rignt exacerbated by increas-

ngly contentious confirmation
l:gnts and disputes like the Sen-
ate's refusal to even hold a hear-
ing on President Barack Obama's
nomination of Merrick B. Gar-
land, was sapping public faith in
the court as fundamentally a legal
forum. Also perhaps straining
that faith was the now-familiar rit-

Continuwed on Poge AlS

At Lone Clinic on the Border,
‘It Took Me a Lot to Be Here’

By EDGAR SANDOVAL

MeALLEN, Texas — The cal-
orful murals outside the store-
front clinic a few miles from the
Mexican border celebrated “dig-
nity, empowerment, compassion,
justice” Inside, there was a re-
minder posted on the wall for any-
ane who had begun to doubt it:
“Abortion Is Legal in Texas!™

A 28-yearold woman peered
anxiously at the sign and gently
caressed a necklace with an im-
age of 5t. Jude, the patron saint of
lost causes and hopeless situa-
tions.,

Her situation indeed felt diffi-
cult: three woung children at
home, a husband in prison, an un-
finished college education, An-
other baby, she wld hersell, would
send  her struggling family
straight over the edge. “I never
thought I would be bere,” said the
woman, who before coming in had
driven past a few anti-abortion
protesters demonstrating outside
and had o stop her car to throw
up. “It tock me a lot to be here to-

oA
Dre. B]nnrll.ushlngal Whaole
Woman's Health in Texas.

day. 1 have not been able to sleep
for a week, running this day over
and over in my head. T just know 1
can’t have this baby™

The reminder that some early-
term ahortions remain legal in
Texas comes as the state’s re-
maining clinics navigate a recent
law that threatens punitive law-
suits for anyone aiding abortions

Corttinued on Page AIT

INTERNATIONAL Ad4-11

BUSINESS B1-5

SPORTS B7-10

Japan's Nuclear Power Divide
A push to restart the country’s idled
energy plants is fraught with emotions
and political calculations, 11 years after
the Fukushima disaster PAGE A4

‘A Conflict That Never Ends"

In the Mexican state of Michoacan,
communities tied to the agricultural
trade have been caught in the middle of
the drug cartels' turf war. PAGE AS

‘An Affordability Emergency’
Electricity rates have jumped because
of a surge in natural gas prices, and
they could keep rising rapidly for yvears
as utilities invest in the grid.  PAGE B1

An End to Cheap and Plenty?
As supplies of goods come up short and

prices jump, economists warn that the
changes could persist. PAGE BI

The W.N.B.A.s Russia Crisis
Women have long supplemented their
relatively low pay by playing in Russi
That, of course, may change. PAGE BT
Stunning Win for Real Madrid
Al but heaten in its Champions League
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times after the 90th minute. PAGE B7
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Face-Off Over a Tent City

Eight protesters were arrested as the
M.Y.PD. cleared an encamprment near
Tompkins Square Park, PAGE A2Z

Behind Vance’s Win in Ohio
A Trump endorsement was decisive, but
a cable news megaphone and a huge
infusion of spending helped. PAGE Al3

Alice Walker Has ‘No Regrets"
She has tackled thorny issues and taken
troubling stances. She's now giving
readers a window into her life, PAGE C1
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harboring European Jews. FAGE C
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Dreszsed to Thrill

Some had thought the fashions at the
Mot Gala might be more understated
this year. That wasm't the case, PAGE D46

Voters Get a Say on Johnson
Local elections this week could pose a
big test for Britain's scandal-prone
prime minister, Boris Johnson, and his
Conservative Party. PAGE All
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THE KILLINGS of Ukrainian civilians during Russian occupation were concentrated in the more densely
populated areas but also cccurred in outlying hamlets. Above, a body in Bucha, a suburb of Kyiv, in April.

Forest that became a grave

Ukrainians continue to find bodies, some bearing signs of
torture, in a rural area outside Kyiv after Russian troops left

By Lavkra KiNa

VY¥SEHRALD, Ukraine — The Rus-
sian troops left weeks ago. But the lit-
that lies between this
Ukrainian village and a neighboring
hamlet keeps vielding bodies, one by

tle forest

one.

The latest was a man with holes in

his socks.

On a spring day of fitfully alternat-
ing clouds and sunshine, tattered red-
and-white police tape marked off the
shallow depression into which the
body had been dumped and covered

with a thin layer of dirt.

A villager stumbled onto it late
Tuesday, and by the next morning, af-
ter de-miners had swept the area for
explosives, black-clad police in white
gloves were crouched at the graveside,
brushing aside clumps of soil

In this patch of woods, less than a
Af-minute drive from the capital, Fyiv,

five bodies have been unearthed in re-

cent weeks, scattered amid what were
once Russian fortifications. All were
shot. Some bore obvious signs of

[See Forest, Ad]

Associated Press

AN OIL DEPOT in Makiivka, in eastern Ukraine, is among those hit
by missiles. Russia has also targeted infrastructure in western areas,

Kremlin faces more pressure as war intensifies

The European Union is looking to ban Russian oil as Moscow steps up
its assault on Ukraine and tries to disrupt Western aid. woRLD, Aa

latimes.com

How California
mask contracts
ended in failure

Lawsuit reveals state
controller privately

pushed hard for one
L£600-million deal.

By MeELOoDY GUTIERREZ

SACRAMENTO — Inthe
frantic first weeks of the
COVID-19 pandemic, three
companies promised Cali-
fornia  officials that they
could secure millions of pro-
tective masks in exchange
for $1.6 billion in no-bid gov-
ernment contracts. Each
effort ended badly for the
state.

Two yvears later, lawsults
stemming from the failed
contracts provide a glimpse
into the deal-making — in-
cluding how California Con-
troller Betty Yee, a two-term
Democrat with no formal
role in the contracting proc-
ess, worked behind the
scenes to help a pairof politi-
cal operatives land a deal
that turned out to be one of
the state’s most Mawed.

The S600-milllon con-
tract with Blue Flame Medi-
cal, a healtheare !i'UPD“Q!‘i
startup, was later
a case of possible fraud. and
the state was forced to claw
back its massive upfront
payment. But Yee's involve-
ment with the effort mewver
became public, even after
the deal collapsed and state
lawmakers demanded a full
accounting of what had hap-
pened.

Over the course of & piv-
otal week in March 2020, Yee
provided Blue Flame's co-
founder with private advice
on how to negotiate an ad-
vance payment and discour-
aged him from disclosing
how much the company

Official warns of
a “sixth wawve’

Virus cases are up across
the country. California’s
rate ross by 109 in the
last weal., CALIFORNLA, Bi

CROWDS of abortion rights supporters and opponents have descended on the
r toe overturn Roe ws, Wade.

Supreme Court since a leal indicated justices are re

Many red states already
living in a post-Roe reality

Abortion rights dismantled ahead of likely reversal

By MoLLy
HeENNESSY-FISKE
AND JENNY JARVIE

This week's leak of a draft
opinion that would overturn
Roe vs. Wade came as more
than half of the states in the
U.S. are poised to outlaw
abortion if the Supreme
Court does strike down the
W73 decision. In those
states, many in the South
and Midwest, it already feels
like the landmark decision is

being overturned bit by bit
as restrictive new laws hawve
been taking effect

“This is a region of the
country where it’s not just
an abortion desert — it’s a
healthcare desert,” said Re-
becca Tong, co-executive di-
rector of Trust Women,
which runs clinics in Kansas
and Oklahoma. “Many of
these states did not expand
Medicald. These states have
terrible maternal and infant
mortality. IUs two separate
countries."”

Kmsr Misismoma Los Angeles Times

AL least 28 states are ex-
pected to ban abortion if
Roe vs. Wade falls — 13 of
them “trigger” states like
‘Oklahoma, with bans set to
take effect as soon as the jus-
tices rule against Roe. But
red state lawmakers have
not been waiting on the na-
tion's highest court to pass
stricter abortion laws.

On Tuesday, Oklahoma's
Republican Gov. Kevin Sttt
signed a law banning abor-
tion after embryonic cardiac

[See Abortion, A6]

NEWSOM WARNS VOTERS: At a downtown LA, Planned Parenthood office,
the governor urges voters to walee up or more rollbacks will follow. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Donated art lost in
wildfire helped to
ignite CSU scandal

BY RosBeERT J. LOPEZ
AND COLLEEN SHALBY

Sonoma State University
President Judy Sakaki and
her husband often tell the
harrowing story of how they
escaped with their lives
amid choking smoke and
burning embers as (lames
destroyed their home and all
their possessions during the
2017 Tubbs fire.

Bakaki recounted the ex-
perience again last week ina
video presented to the Aca-
demic Senate before it de-
cided to push ahead with a
motion of no confidence in
her leadership amid a cam-

pus sexual harassment and
retaliation scandal involving
the president and her hus-
band, lobbyist Patrick Me-
Callum.

What Sakaki didn't say in
the video — and has not dis-
cussed widely — is that
nearly $B85.000 in artwork
donated to the university for
public viewing and educa-
tional purposes was among
the items destroved when
the massive wildfire burned
her home to the ground.

The destruction of the
artwork and the push by
McCallum to hang addi-
tional art from the universi-
ty's collection in their re-

[See Artwork, AT]

would pocket from the deal,
according to text messages
documented in a lawsult in-
wolving the contract.

I will see to it that the
wire happens first thing this
morning,” Yee wrote to John
Thomeas, alongtime Repuly-
lican strategist who founded
Blue Flame with GOP fund-
raiser Mike Gula, in a text
message on March 26, 20200

Hours later, the state
wired Blue Flame a down

[See Masks, A12]

U.S. RATE
HIKE IS
LARGEST
SINCE
MID-2000

Fed’s half-percentage-

point increase will
leave borrowers
feeling the pinch.

By Down LEE

WASHINGTON — For
the first time in 22 years, the
Federal Reserve on Wednes-
day pushed up interest rates
by a full half-percentage
polnt — a significant escala-
tion of its efforts to get con-
trol of troublingly high infla-
tion.

The Fed action will raise
costs for new borrowers and
increase interest payments
that many households, al-
ready stressed by higher
prices for food and gas, are
making on existing home eq-
uity lines, credit cards and
some other loans.

And that's probably just
the beginning. Fed Chair
Jerorme H. Powell said
Wednesday that additional
hall-point rate hikes were
expected Lo be on the table
at the central bank’s next
two policy meetings, in mid-
June and late July.

It's part of a likely year-
long campalgn to cool the
economy after what now
looks like too much mone-
tary and fiscal stimulation
during the COVID-I9 pan-
demic,

The goal, more easily
stated than achieved. is to
slow growth without trigger-
ing a recession.

In addition to raising
rates, its main lever. the Fed
plans on June 1 to put its
bond-purchase stimulus
program in reverse, further
tightening fnancial condi-
tions by adding upward
pressure on long-term yields
and mortgage rates.

Many economists doubt
the Fed can avoid a reces-
sion, but Powell argued that
the U.S. economy was sturdy
[See Fed, AS]

Biden sharpens
eriticism of GOP
With midterm elections
on the horizon, the
president assails Re-
publicans’ “extreme™
policics. NATION, AS

Dave Chappelle
attacked onstage
A man carrying a repli-
ca weapon tackles the
comic during a set at
the Hollywood Bowl.
CALIFORNIA, B
WWeather

MMostly sunny.

L.A. Basin: B2/57. B8
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KINGS GET HAMMERED

The Kings" Alex lafallo is checked by Oiler Dar-
nell Nurse during their playoff game Wednesday.
The Oilers won 6-0, tying the series. sPORTS, Bi1o

BUSINESS INSIDE

Long Beach fails to find bidders to preserve Queen Mary lifeboats. A8
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

in Afghani

BY SUSANNAH GEORGE
AND JOBY WARRICK

BAKWA, AFGHANISTAM — Afghanistan’s H o
fastest-growing  drug  industry  operates for opium |)rf)(ill(1lul]_.
from desert outposts in plain view. could be fueling a new

Ome of its most bustling hubs, some five
hours west of Eandahar,

can only be

global erisis

reached by miles of dirt tracks that lead to a
row of dusty shops topped with Taliban
flags. Wholesalers like Abdulwadood work
openly here, moving dozens of kilos of
methamphetamine every week_

In the middle of his crowded shop, he
casually tosses a half-kilo bag of long glassy
shards onto the carpet. Its street value in
Europe is tens of thousands of dollars,
Abdulwadood will sell it for about $250.

“Every year, sales and production just
increase and increase,” he said, speaking on

be

the condition that only his first name

used to discuss the illicit drug industry.
Behind him the rest of his stock was piled in
a corner. He expected to sell the ronghly 20

Experts worry the
country, already a hub

Afghan drag traffickers have
been harnessing a native plant
called ephedra, which is a
natural source of meth's key
ingredient. Ephedra powder is
Boiled with chemicals to
produce the drug, as scen above.

tan: Meth

5 of shisha — the Afghan term for meth
injust a few days,
For decades, the country has been a
global hub for opium production, estimated
to supply 80 percent of the worlds opiate
users. Mow its meth industry is growing at
breakneck speed, stoking fears among
Western experts and officials that, under the
Taliban, Afghanistan could become a major
supplier as demand rises globally.
Hundreds of meth labs have appeared in
Afghanistan over the past six years, accord-
ing to independent experts, former movern-
ment officials and drag traders, And more
are being built each month as the country’s
economic crizls forees Afghans to find new
sources of income. The vast majority of
meth produced is for export, but an increas-
ing number of Afghans are turning to it as
their drug of choice,
sudden boom in meth production
came after drug traffickers discovered a
potential bonanza in a native plant called
SEE AFGHANISTAN 0N AS
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In draft abortion
ruling. Democrats
see minority rule

CRITICS SAY COURT IS AT ODDS WITH VOTERS

Blowback echoes familiar Republican judicial critique

BY MICHAEL SCHERER

For nearly half a century, Re-
publicans have railed against
“unelected judges” making mul-
ings that they claim disenfran-
chise woters from deciding for
themselves  what  Laws  should
govern hot-button issues.

But gince the release this week
ofa draft Supreme Court opinion
that would overturn the long-
standing constitutional right to
abortion, Democrats have been
the ones embracing that com-
plaint, Aipping the script as the
party vents its frustration with
elements of the ULS. system that

Antiabortion
groups energized
— but caulious

BY Hannan KNOWLES,
Racnel RoOUBEN
AND BRITTANY SHAMMAS

Minutes after reading that the
Supreme Court was prepared to
gut foe . Wade, Kristan Hawkins
joined a conference call to p

The antiabartion activist had
rearranged her life for this mo-
ment, even selling her house last
year and moving her family into a
camper to travel the country ad-
vocating for abortion  restric-
tions. Mow a leaked majority
opinion said Roe “must be over-
ruled.”

But it was only a draft. On their
eall, Hawking and fellow activiats
at Students for Life of America
scrambled to respond. “We got to
get folks at the court tomorrom”

SEL ACTIVISTS ON Az

.

Fills by mail

Popular and difficult to police. ALS
Phone can reveal past abortion
Apps, data keave digital trail, ALS

have empowered a minority of
the country’s vobers to elect law-
makers who have successfully
reshaped the high court.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi
(D-Calify and Senate Majority
Leader Charles E.  Schumer
(D-M.Y) denounced the apparent
conservative majority behind the
draft opinion as “in no way
accountable to  the American
people” Rep. Jamie B, Raskin
(-} described them as
“handpicked aml  gerryman-
dered by theocrats and auto-
crats.” Sen. Ellzabeth Warren (-
Mass.) cast the document as the

SEE ABORTION ON Ad

Al White House.
panic followed by
sober realization

BY YASMEEN ARUTALER
AND TYLER PAGER

In the hours after a leaked Su-
preme Court document sigmaled
the court was poised to overturn
Foe v Wade in the coming weeks,
President Biden vowed to fight to
protect access to abortion.

“We will be ready when any
ruling is issued,” Biden said in a
statement Tuesday.

But in marathon meetings and
phome calls among White Hoase
officials, government lawyers, out-
side advisers and federal agency
officials, a sobering reality settled
in: There’s little the White House
can do that will fundamentally al-
ter a post-Ree landscape. Whi
officials have spent months plan-
ning for the possibility the court

SEEBIDEN ON A4

Hogan limits abortion training

Md. goverrnor withholds funds. BL
Significance of the story

A battle to shape the narrative, €1

Federal Res

Increase of half
a percentage point is
steepest since 2000

BY RACHEL SIEGEL
AND Anpa BHATTARAT

The Federal Reserve raised
interest rates Wednesday by half
a percentage point and sealed
back wother pamlemic-eri eco-
nomic supports, strengthening
its efforts to fight the highest
inflation in 40 years and vowing
to keep up the pressure as Ameri-
eans continue to strugele.

“Inflation is much too high”
Fed Chair Jerome H. Powell said
at a Wednesday news conference.
W understand the hardshi
is caunsing, and we are moving
expeditiously to bring it back
dinan., We have both the tools we
meed and the resolve that it will
take to restore price stability on
behalf of American families and
businesses.”

The rate increase is the sharp-

IN THE NEWS

Ve ra
in effort to address inflation

s rales

est since 2000 and the second of
=seven hikes forecast for this year.
Powell added that additional in-
terest rate hikes as high as
0.5 percentage points are “on the
table” in the coming months but
said policymakers had not seri-
ously discussed even sharper in-
ereases. Major financial markets
edged higher during his remarks,
as investors signaled relief that
the Fed wouldnt move more
aggressively.
Faced with soaring prices and
a hot job market with record
numbers of job openings, the Fed
is betting that a steady series of
hikes will slash inflation, cool the
economy and get the coronavins
recovery on more sustainable
footing, at a time when much
uncertainty looms in the global
economy. Russia's invasion of
Ukraine has driven up energy
prices, and covid-19 shutdoans
in China have triggered a new
wave of supply chain snarls, both
threatening to make the Fed’s joh
much harder.
Powell said he understood
that the stakes are high for
SEE INTEREST RATES 0N A17

considered wealthy in the

Mexicn has agreed to
take back more Cuban

who is who': When the Russi

officer has been found
guilty of assanlt after a
uan 2019 traffic stop that

SERHIY MORTILINDY FOR THE MASHING TOH POST

WVitaliy Minenko, shown in Yahidae last month, said Russians damaged his cars. He and his wife are
ian village and think the soldiers had inside information on them.

INSIDE

Ukrainian villages hear whispers of collaboration

“The war showed ns came, some people seemed (o help them

BY RoRERT KLEMEO
AND ISABELLE KHURSIIUDYAN

IVANIVEA, UKRAINE — (Mena
peered out from her bedroom
window to see what looked like
her meighbor, a tall man nick-
named Girovka, step out of a car
with Russian markings begin
sending flares into the night sky
from the side of the road. The
next day, Russian tanks and ar-
mored vehicles emerged from the
woods in a long column, descend-
ing on this small village about
60 miles south of the Rusgian

border, along the same road.
Days later, after the Russian
retreat from northern and central
Ukraine, four investigators from
the Security Service of Ukraine
filed into G&-year-old Olena’s Hyv-
ing room. She told them what
she'd seen and showed them the
SEE UKEAINE 0N AL

Infrastructure: Russia is targeting
resupply capacily, afficials say. A12

Culture erackdown: Artists in
Russia now Tace derk times. AL3
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Plummeting public
opinion of Br
Minister Boris Johnson
eould cost his party. AT
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THE NATION migrants expelled from
Candidates aligned the United States,

possibly clearing a hur-
dbe for deportation to
their home nations. 14

THE ECONOMY

U.S, plastics recycling
rates fell below 6
pereent in 2021, o report
Fouamad. Ao
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A Maryland palice

left & man paralyzed. 1
D.C. mayoral candi- ]
date Robert C. White Jr.
said he wants to open
mcre public hoarding
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The first day’s talks
between striking D.C.
Cireulator drivers and
the bus system's opera-
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making n long outage
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Otraremontada épica

El Real Madrid doblego
al Manchester City

Es finalista de la Champions: le gand3al con
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La oposicion logra avanzar
con el debate para implantar
el sistema de boleta unica

conGRESO. Llegé a un acuerdo con el oficialismo para incluir el tema en la sesién de hoy

El Frente de Todos y Juntos por el
Cambioarribaronayer aunacuer-
do que permitiri incluir la discu-
sidn sobre la boleta dnica de papel
en la sesion programada para hoy
en la Cimara de Diputados. Es un
pasosignificativo para avanzar con
esa reforma electoral, luego de la
fuerte resistencia que mostréel ofi-

cialismoadebatirlainiciativaenel
recinto. Lo que se prevé votar hoy
esel giroa comision parasu discu-
sidm, va que laoposicion carece de
los votos suficientes (dos tercios)
para aprobar la iniciativa sin dic-
tamen previo de comisidn.

Este paso permitird iniciar el
tratamiento del proyecto, que

apunta a transparentar el siste-
ma de votacién y evitar las tram-
pas tradicionales, como el robode
boletas, Cuando vuelva al recinto
con dictamen, se podria aprobar
por mayoria simple,

El acuerdo contempla que co-
mo primer temade lasesidn de hoy
se aborde el pedido opositor para

iniciar el tratamiento de la boleta
dnica de papel y, posteriormente,
se les dé media sancion a iniciati-
vas deconsenso propiciadas porel
oficialismo. Se trata, basicamente,
delos proyectos de regulacion del
cannabis medicinal y una prorro-
gadel incentivoa laactividad de la
construccion. Piginal2

Miis de US$9 miillones por
una camiseta que hizo historia

deportes

i — /o

Aunque se dudés de su autenticidad, un grupo inversor de Abu Dabi se quedd
con la camiseta que usd Diego Maradona ante Inglaterra en México 86, subastada en Londres
por US§9.200,000. Estuvo a punto de quedarsela un coleccionista argentino. Pagina 4

La camiseta que Maradona usé ante Inglaterra en 1986 estaba en manos del exfutbolista inglés Steve Hodge, que la cambid conel 10 ©ea

Conun embargo petrolero,
acentuian sanciones a Rusia

EUROPA. Se aprobd otro paguete de medidas punitivas

Luisa Corradini
CORRESPONSAL EN FRANCIA

PARIS.- Después del carbén, el pe-
tréleo. Tras largos debates, laComi-
sidn Europea (CE) propuso ayer un
embargototaly progresivoal petrd-

leorusoenel marcodelsexto pague-
tedesancionesde laUnién Europea
contra Rusia por lainvasidna Ucra-
nia. La iniciativa también incluye
medidas punitivas contra el jefe de
la Iglesia Ortodoxa, aliado de Via-
dimir Putin. Continda en la pagina 2

Violencia narco. Fiscales
rosarinos, bajo amenaza

Recibieron mensajes mafiosos durante un juicio

Laviolencia en Rosario parece su-
bir un escalén cada dia. Apenas
horas después de que se conociese
la decisidn de la Corte Suprema de
reunirse en esaciudad parallamar
la atencién sobre los efectos dela
criminalidad narco, fueron ame-

nazadosayerlosfiscales quellevan
adelante el juicio contra Maximo
Cantero, fundador de Los Monos.
“Si el Viejo Cantero no sale en li-
bertad, habri plomos para todos.
Fierros y balas nos sobran”, fue el
mensajerecibidoen el 911 Pagina 26

EL ESCENARIO

Un golpe
blanco no
deliberado

Carlos Pagni

LA KACKHN

Kirchner y del ministro de

Desarrollo de la Comuni-
dad de la provincia de Buenos Al-
res, Andrés "Cuervo” Larroque,
agravaron el enfrentamiento in-
ternoqueagita al oficialismo, De
cuestionar la orientacion econd-
mica del Gobierno, personifica-
daenMartin Guzmén, pasarona
poneren duda la legitimidad del
Presidente,

La vicepresidenta recordo a
través de las redes sociales una
CONVETSACion que mantuvocuan-
do su esposo llegd al poder. Esa
caprichosa evocacidn le permi-
tidy consignar que la legitimidad
puede fundarse en el origen del
poder, és decir, en los votos, o én
el ejercicio adecuado del poder,
es decir. en la buena administra-
cion. Continda enla pagina 10

I asdeclaracionesdeCristina

Fracaso una
gestion para
acercar al
Presidente
con Cristina

TENSION. Antes de que la vice-
presidenta Cristina Kirchner ha-
ga, mafiana én Chaco, una reapa-
ricidn piiblica, en el oficialismo se
intentéayeruna gestion para acer-
car posiciones entre ellay el presi-
dente Alberto Fernandez. Vooeros
de ambos lados confirmaron que
notuvoéxito. Lafallida mediacidn
estuvo acargodel titularde Dipu-
tados, Sergio Massa. Pagina 8

Obligan al
Ejército a
entregar tierras
a los mapuches
BARILOCHE. La Justicia
rechazo una apelacidn de

las autoridades militares
Paginals



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

DESDE 1921
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UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANO 102 » N® 34.000

independéncia, 200

Entenda o
Brasil em
200 livros

Motivado pelo bicentens-
rio da independéncia, o
projeto 2o0 anos, 200 livros
reuniu sugestoes de 169
intelectuais, como histo-
riadores e socidlogos, pa-
ra eleger as obras mais re
levantes para entender o
Brasil. Lancado em 1960,
“Quarto de Despejo’, de
Carolina Maria de Jesus,
encabecaalista. Especialp.1

Esporte B7Y
Milagre em
2 minutos

Tirado do banco no se

do tempo, brasileiro Ro-
drygo se torna o primeiro
jogador a marcar duas ve-
zes nos acréscimos, vira a
partida contra o Maches-
ter City ¢ empurra o Real
Madrid & final da Cham-
pions contra o Liverpool.

Nova pré-reitora
ndo vé espaco para
tirar cotas da USP

A historiadora Ana Lucia
Duarte Lanna, que chefi-
ard a nova pro-reitoria da
USP focada em inclusao e
diversidade, afirma que
ndo haespago para gue as
cotas sejam removidas da
universidade atnalmente.
“TAs cotas] tdém mostrado
resultados positivos e im-
portantes’, diz. cotidiano B3

SABATINA FOLHA/UOL

Rodrigo Garcia
endurece discurso
sobre seguranca

Durante sabatina pro-
movida ontem por Folha
e UOL, Rodrigo Garcia
(PSDB), pré-candidato a
governador de S0 Paulo
e atual ocupante do cargo,
evitou tratar Joao Doria
(PSDEB) como candidato
Presidéncia e declarou que
a policia vai reagir e atirar
M Criminosos. PoliticaAls

Vinicius Poit critica
STF e prega fimda
era PSDB em SP

Politica A13

PF apreende ouro em

avido escoltado por PMs
A Policia Federal apreen-
deu ontem 78 kg de ouro
S uma aeronave escolta-
da por agentes da Policia
Milirar paulista, em Soro-
caba. A PF suspeita de ori-
F:.m ilegal do maverial, ava-
iado em R$23 milhdes. =

EDITORIAIS AZ

Querelas intteis
Acerca de intervencio de
Bolsonaro na Petrobras.,
Aritha do dinheiro

Sobre empreiteiras obs-
curas e obras da Codevasf.,

610_u1339
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A escritora Carolina Maria de Jesus, em 1960  un/Femaprass

R% 5,00

Mais pessimistas,
Brasil e EUA esticam
escaladas de juros

Copom eleva Selic para 12,75% ao ano e prevé novas altas
em ritmo menor; taxa do Fed tem maior salto em 22 anos

Pessimistas com as pressoes
do cendrio global sobre a
economia e a inflagio, os
bancos centrais do Brasil e
dos Estados Unidos anunci-
aram ontermn mais uma alta
em suas respectivas taxas
bisicas de juros, estendendo
um ciclo iniciado em margo
de 2021, no caso brasileiro, e
ha dois meses noamericano.

Em Brasilia,o Copomelevou
aSelicem 1 ponto, paraiz,75%
aoano, maior patamar desde
2007, & prevé mais auwmentos.

}::rncnmuniradn.ucurniré
citou aincerteza da L'l]n'u]"l-
tura internacional e a infla-
¢ao acima do esperado —o
IPCA, que mede 0s pregos ao
consumidor, acumula alta de
12,03% em 12 meses.

Nas ultimas dez reunides,
o orgao elevou a taxa em
10,75 pontos, o ciclo mais
longo de aumentos desde
gue o sistema de metas in-
flaciondrias foi criado, em
1900, e a taxa bésica saltou
de 25% para 45% ao ano.

Taxa bdsica de juros no Brasil (Selic)

Emn % a0 ano

3
31jan.2019

Fontes: Bloomberg e Banco Central

Vinicius Torres Freire

Arrocho de juros vai longe

Para quanto vai a Selic? Para comegar, provavelmente a
13,25% no meés que veme a13,75% em setembro. No minimo.
O priximo governo vai Comegar corm pesonas Costas. A20

Vice em obras da Codevasf usa
laranja e cresce sob Bolsonaro

Com sdcio oculto, a construtora maranhense Constru-
service, vice-lider em licitagdes da estartal federal Code-
vasf, tem utilizado laranjas para participar de concor
réncias piblicas na gestao Jair Bolsonaro (PL). politicaad

Atual ministro da Educacao
tentou nomear pastor lobista .

DIA bpas

MAES »=:

O prolongamentodaGuerra
daUcrinia, que onera os pre-
¢os de combustiveis e alimen-
tos,e0temor denovas quaren-
tenas na China com a Cowvid
também aferaram as expec-
tativas nos EUA, onde a infla-
¢iao € a malor em 40 anos. A
alta de o,5 pontona taxa, que
flutua entre 0,75% e 1%, € iné-
ditanoséculo. Mercado Al7eA19

Maior taxa em cinco anos
torna investimento em
renda fixa atraente ais

12,75

4.mai.2022

Verba publica
banca show

de Mercury em
apoio a Lula

A cantora Daniela Mercu-
ry recebeu R$ 160 mil pa-
racantar emumevento de
centrais sindicais pelo 1@
de Maio, palco para apoio
aLula (PT). O contrato foi
fechado com a produto-
raque organizou a festa e
pago com recursos da pre-
feitura paulistana. Segun-
do Ricardo Nunes (PSDE),
a verba veio de emenda
parlamentar de vereado-
res, e o caso sera alvo de
sindicancia. Polftica A7

Zelenski também tem
culpa, diz petista a Time
Em entrevista de capa pa-
raa revista americana Ti-
me, Lula (PT) declarouque
considera o presidente da
Ucrania, Volodimir Zelens-
ki, tho responsdvel quan-
to 0 russo Viadimir Putin
pela guerra no pais. as

Eduardo Bolsonaro é
alvo de agio na Cimara
0 Conselho de Eticada Céa-
MAra iNSAUrou processo
contra Eduardo Bolsona-
ro {PL-SP) por ter ironiza-
do a tortura sofrida pela
jornalista Miriam Leitio,
do jornal O Globo, duran-
te a ditadura militar. a0
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Privilegiados legisladores aprueban que reuniones de comisiones sean virtuales

— Otra patética sesion se

lp os ra mros registrd ayer en la Ca-
mara Baja. No solo hubo
peleas a gritos, sino que

B [ ]
quleren Ir o menos sus miembros se autoad-

judicaron mas beneficios
para hacer proselitismo y

®
lble al con descuidar su funcion ins-
titucional. pACIAE 2y 3
Mas de 300 empresas pueden beneficiarse

Corte declard inconstitucional
la presentacion de DDJJ para
firmas proveedoras del Estado

PAGIMNA WO

En Junta piden frenar expan_sibrl descontrolada
Mercado saturadisimo: Solo en

este afio se habilitaran otros
27 servicentros en Asuncion

Arranca hoy en | Central ya es
Ita Enramada  gran foco de
la Expo CU distribucion y
Rodados con procesamiento
buena oferta de cocaina

PAGRHA 13 PACING 40

Se trata de Dekcia Karjallo y Emma Gonzalez
Fiscalia sigue sin investigar a
esposa y a abogada de RGD, S ———
salpicadas en esquema ilegal . i6n, derrott a Penarcl 1-0 y quedatercero,  pAgina46atas
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iberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge Batteur = Beaumarchais

ALEXIS KOHLER

L'AFFAIRE JUBILLAR,

ENTRE PASSION MEDI
ET BOURBIER JUDICIAIRE pace14

IQUE

LES CONFIDENCES
DU « VICE-PRESIDENT »
D'EMMANUEL MACRON racesaers

Dermbire édition

Le roman
se met
alheure
() espagnole
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UKRAINE

En Transnistrie, les
habitants craignent
d'étre rattrapes par
la guerre voisine
PAGET

GRANDE-
BRETAGNE

Boris Johnson,
«chef de guerre »
en campagne
électorale races

EUROPE
Budapest freine
I'embargo sur l'or
Noir Misse pacen
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|- Les
chroniques

de Jacques

de Saint Victor,
de Charles Jaigu
et de Luc Ferry

= Un entretien
avec Jean-Louis
Bourlanges

« La tribune

de Samuel
Fitoussi

= L'analyse

de Fabrice
Nodé-Langlois
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Réponses a la question
de mercredi:

Legislatives : étes-vous
favaorable 4 une entente

entre Reconquéte !
etleRN?
OUl NON
59 % 41%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 193296
Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigaro.fr

Le programme de I'Union
populaire est-il d'extréme
gauche?

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE MARMARA,
LE FIGARD BATARD PATRICK, ABACA

Mélenchon soumet les Verts
et le PS a la gauche extréme

Pour éviter de faire de la figuration aux législatives, le PC, EELV et le PS ont décidé d'accepter
les conditions des Insoumis. Chez les socialistes, les réfractaires organisent déja la dissidence.

Jean-Luc Mélenchon est parve-
i a ses fins. En position de for-
O apres son score i la présiden

tielle, il a fait plier en début de
semaine i la fois le PC et EELV.
Mereredi, le PS oédait a son tour.

Ces nouveaux alliés de gauche
sont désormais unis dans la
Nouvelle Unlon popilaire éoo

logique et sociale. L'accord sera
soumis au vote du conseil natio-
ral du PS jeudi soir. Le rendez-

vous sannonce tendu. Car les
négociateurs n'ont obtenu que
70 clrconscriptions, lakssant des
territoires entiers sans le moin

dre candidat PS. Des conces-
sions sur le programime ont aussi

été faites : |a plus grande se trou-
ve sans aucun doute dans Iidée
de «désobéir» aux traités euro

peens. Cette stratégie, fer de
lance de LFI, €tait dénoncée
depuis des anndes par le PS et

EELV, qui n"y voyaient qu'un
Frexit déguisé. [V autres diver-
gences, sir ks dosslers doono
miques ou sur la laicité, ont
egalement €ré reléguées au se-
cond plan.

< LES DISSIDENTS SOCIALISTES S'ORGANISENT - DES VISIONS OPPOSEES SUR LA LAICITE ET LA SECURITE - LF1 REUSSIT A IMPOSER LA DESOBEISSANCE AL TRAITES EUROPEENS
< UNE RADICALISATION QUI ARRANGE AUSSI MACRON = UNE « SOVIETISATION » DE LECONOMIE FRANGAISE A PLUS DE 300 MILLIARDS D'EUROS PAR AN PAGES 2,3 ET LEDITORIAL

WAMER GALUNASAFP

4
Le sous-continent indien affronte une vague de chaleur

. edemunie
face a une canicule
historique

B3 EDITORIAL per vincent trémetet e Viters vtrermeietitigaro
Bienvenue en mélenchonie

alliements de circonstance,
COMVETSioNs sonnantes et tré-
buchantes, ententes abliques..
Ces contorsions auxquelles il
nous est donne dassister depuis
le 24 avril ne sont certes pas le propre de la
gauche radicale, mais le spectacle avilis-
sant donné par les socialistes et les écolo
glstes extirperait tout optimisme du coeur
du citoyen le plus exemplaire.
« Tout cela n'est pas neuf», rétorgqueront les
Homais de plateau de télévision. Sans doule,
mais de Catilina & Jean-Luc Mélenchon, on
peut derire, sans risque, que ke nivean s'est
effondré. Les grossiers appétits écrasent,
sans aucune géne, toute autre considéra
tion. Fablen Roussel liche tout pour un
steak aux lentilles, Olivier Faure montre
qu’il a les dispasitions pour ouvrir un stand &
la grande braderie de Lille. Le plus fascinant
reste que les mémes conservent ce je-ne-
sais-quol  de  supérieur qui  caractérise
I"homme de gauche. Quand la droite rase bes
murs, baisse les yeux, de crainte d'éire assi
milée aun Rassemblement national avec le-
quel elle ne compose pas et qui, tranguille-
ment, la dépéce, la gauche négocie avec
Philippe Poutou, Sandrine Rousseau, inves-

tit Taha Bouhafs et Aymeric Caron en invo-
quant le Front populaire et Frangois Mit-
terrand. C'est pourtant le soleil bolivarien
sur une piscine municipale envahie de bur-
kinis que promet cette Nouvelle Union po-

pulaire. Redistribution sans production,
souverainisme social, fiscalité délirante,
sans- frontierisme irénigue, écologisme apo
calyptique, communautarisme tranguille :
. bienvenue en
Le U'lomphe mrélenchonke !
de Nuit debout Plus = encore
. que la retraite
sur « Charlie & 60 ans, que
Hebdo s I'ambiguite
sur les traités
européens, c'est cet islamo-gauchisme as-
sumé, ce triomphe de Nuit debout sur Char
e Hebdo, qui consomme la rupture avec la
gauche républicaine. Le ver était dans le
fruit depuis cette fameuse nole de Terra
Nowva qui, en 2011, théorisait 'abandon de la
classe ouvriére au profit des minorités. A
I’heure des conséquences, Frangois Hollan-
de et Hermard Cazencuve s'affligent d'un
processus qu'ils ont enclenché, dont ik ant
profité, avant d'en &étre, comme dans un
conte moral, les victimes. ®
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exceptionnelle, avec des températures jamais vues au printemps
depiis 1900, Des conditions gui s"approchent, par endroits, des limites supportables potir le corps humain. PAGE 1

Pourquoi

le patron
francais

de Frontex
a été laché
par I'Europe

En voulant rendre "agence de
protection des frontieres plus
operationnelle, Fabrice Leggeri
s'est hewurté a des barrages poli-
tigues qui Pont conduit & dé

missionner. «La pression des
élus pro-migrants et des ONG,
qui ménent le bal a Bruxelles
contre la ligne Legger, était trop
Jorte, et la Commssion euro-
péenne, présidée par Ursula von
der Leven, étaita la manoeuvre »,
confie un agent de Frontex au
Figaro. Un coup dur pour la
France, en pleine présidence
tournante de 'UE. PAGES
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Tory candldates di

musn: love and finding happiness
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themselves from Johnson

Leaflets for today’s
elections refer only to
‘Local Conservatives'

Heather Stewart
Jessica Elgot
Vikram Dodd

Hundreds of Tories are distancing
themselves from Boris Johnson by
standing as “Local Conservatives™in
today’s council elections, with rebel

S2EPERARERRENDAENE

MPs saying they would gauge support
over theweekend fora move against
the prime minister,

Election leaflets seen by the Guard-
jan show candidates across England
playing down their Tory affiliations,
eschewing pictures of Johnson and
styling themselves “Local Conserv-
ative® on ballot papers.

Conservative Central Office reg-
istered “Local Conservative™ as an
alternative title in early 2019, when
Theresa May's unpopularity was at
its height. It is being widely used in
this week’s polls as Conservatives

weigh up the electoral costs of the
Partygate scandal. The Metropoli-
tan paolice are expected to make an
announcement on the inquiry into
lockdown law-breaking in Downing
Street soon after the elections, the
Guardian has learned, with expec-
tations of further fines.

Mare than 5,000 seats are being
contested in today’s vote, In Hartle-
pool, candidates are urging voters:
“This Thursday, please don’t punish
lacal Conservatives for the mistakes
made in Westminster. We are local,
and proud of where we live,”

u.‘m',
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Maradona S 1986 ‘Hand of
God' shirt sold for £7.1m
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The deputy Labour leader, Angela
Rayner, said: “It speaks volumes that
Boris Johnson's own Conservative
candidates are ashamed to be asso-
ciated with him and trying to pull the
wool over voters” eyes.”

A senior Tory source insisted:
“CCHO [Conservative campaign
headquarters] does not direct local
associations’ campaigns. There are
a range of options available to local
campaignersand some choosetouse
the Local Conservatives brand

Tory MPs who have been oe
organising against the

" A

S

The Argentmd 5hlrt wum by Dlegu Mdl’ddUl’ld in
anincident that still sends chills down the spines

of England fans - the Hand of God goal in the 1986
World Cup - has been sold for £7.1m. News Page 15 —

.. .
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Mercenaries
from Russia
linked to

Mali killings

Exclusive
Jason Burke Johannesburg
Emmanuel Akinwotu Lagos

Russian mercenaries in Africa have
been linked to massacres in which
several hundred civilians have died,
raising fearsabout the impact of Mos-
cow’s interventions on stability and
security across the continent.

Western officials have so far largely
steered clear of naming the killers,
but witnesses, local community lead-
ers, diplomats and local analysts
blamed many of the deaths on fight-
ers deployed by the Wagner group, a
network of private companies run by
a close ally of Vladimir Putin.

The incidents have occurred in
Mali, where Wagner arrived last year
after striking a deal with its new mil-
itary rulers, Internal Malian army
documents seen by the Guardian
reveal Wagner members were on
“mixed missions” with soldiers and
gendarmes during operations in
which many civilians were killed.

According todatacompiled by the
NGO Armed Conflict Location and
Event Data Project (Acled), as many
as456civilians died in nineincidents

involving Malian forcesand @e
Wagner between January

Ukraine
Fierce
fighting at
steelworks

pslockedin
‘bloody battles' at
Azovstal plant, while
civiliansc
flee after weeks of
bombardment




