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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance

rchegos's founder and

its finance chief were in-
dicted on securities frawd and
racketeering for what
prosecutors sakd was a frand
and manipulation scheme
that nearly jeopardized
U.S. financial system. Al, AB

# Facebook parent Meta
added more users than ex-
pected in the latest quarter
but posted its slowest revenue
erowth since going public. AL
+ Boeing reported a guar-
terly loss of $1.24 billion
amid more setbacks for
the company’'s jetliner and
ary programs. Al, AL0
+ Samsung Electronics
posted record guarterly
revenue and saw its net
profit jump by 59%. B1

# The S&P 500 and Dow
both closed 0.2% higher in
a choppy session, while the
Masdaq slipped 1.81 points. Bl

+ Some big pharmacies
have blocked or delayed pre-
seriptions over the last year
from clinicians working for
telehealth startups that have
sprung up to treat ADHD. Bl
# Musk, whose takeover bid
for Twitter was accepted days
agn, continued to use the sibe
to criticize executives there. B4
+ A Delaware judge cleared
Musk of unlawful activity in
Tesla's roughly $2.1 billion
takeover of SolarCity. B3

# An SEC proposal intended
to make Treasury markets

more resilient has sparked

a backlash from eryptocur-
rency companies. B1

# Ford swung to a first-guar-
ter loss of $3.1 billion, largely
diriven by a steep boss in valu-
ation of its stake in Rivian. B

World - Wide

—

# The EU vowed to phase
out Russian natural-gas
purchases and speed up the
switeh to renewable energy
in response to Moscow's
decision to stop sending
gas to Poland and Bulgaria
because of their military
suppaort for Ukraine. Al, AT-9

#+ Trevor Reed, a U.S. citi-
zen and retired Marine who
had been detained in Russia
since 2019, was released in
a prisoner swap, a move
lauded by Washington. AS

* Democrats began a last-
ditch effort to cobble to-
gerther a narrower version
of Biden's once-sweeping
economic agenda that
could win the critical sup-
port of Sen. Manchin. A4

# Republicans said re-
main firmly behind MeCar-
thy as they o wrin back
control of the House, with
many brushing off record-
ings that showed him waver-
ing in his support of Trunms
after the Capitol riot. A4

+ New York's top court
ruled that proposed districts
for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives and state Senate
were invalid, and ordered
that a special master pre-
pare a set of new maps. A3
+ Federal judges and Su-
preme Court justices must
make more timely and ac-
cessible disclosures of
their financial holdings
and potential conflicts of
interest under legislation
headed to Biden's desk. A5
# A Myanmar court sen-
tenced ousted leader Aung
San Suu Kyi to five years
in prison after finding her
guilty of corruption. ALS
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Hwang, founder of Archegos Capital M.

The founder and chief fi-
nancial officer of Archegos
Capital Management were in-
dicted on securities fraud and
racketeering charges Wednes-
day for what prosecutors al-

By Corinne Ramey,
Swusar Pullian
and Julfet Chung

leged was a massive fraud and
manipulation scheme that
nearly jeopardized the U.S. fi-
nancial system.

The family office of founder
Bill Hwang collapsed in March
2021, leaving banks with more

it was ch

than $10 billion in losses and
sparking calls for more regula-
vory oversight. More than $100
billion in stock-market value
wanish in a matter of days.

Damian Willlams, U5, attor-
ney for the Southern District of
Mew York, described the alleged
scheme as historic in scope, al-
leging the defendants and their
co-conspirators lied to banks to
obtain billions of dollars in
loans, which they then used Do
inflate the stock price of pub-
licly traded companies,

“The lies fed the inflation
and the inflation fed more
lies,” Mr. Williams said at a

news conference. “Last year,
the music stopped. The bubble
burst. The prices dropped.
And when they did, billions of
dollars evaporal overnight.”

Mr. Hwang and CFO Patrick
Halligan, who were arrested
Wednesday morning, face se-
curities fraud, wire fraud,
racketeering conspiracy and
other charges. They pleaded
not guilty in federal court in
Manhattan Wednesday after-
noon. A federal judge released
Mr. Hwang on a $100 million
bond and Mr. Halligan on a $1
million bond.

Mr. Hwang's lawyer, Law-

d with fraud Wednesday in New York City.

Archegos Founder and CFO
Are Indicted on Fraud Charges

rence Lustberg, said in a state-
ment his client is “entirely in-
nocent™ and there is “no
evidence whatsoever that he
committed any kind of crime.”
“A prosecution of this type,
for open-market ransactions, is
unprecedented and threatens all
investors,” Mr. Lustberg said. A
lawyer for Mr. Hall
Mulligan, said her
nocent and will be exonerated.”
Two other former Archegos
employees, William Tomita,
Please furn fo page AG

EU Vows
To Fight

Russian
Gas Halt

European officials decry
Moscow's decision to
cut off Poland, Bulgaria,
saying it is blackmail

The European Union wvowed
Wednesday to phase out Rus-
sian natural-gas purchases and
speed up the switch to renew-
able energy in response to
Moscow's decision to stop
sending gas to Poland and Bul-
garia because of their military
support for Ukraine,

By Georgl Kantchew,
Joe Wallace
amad Mattivew Dol tom

European officials de-
nounced Moscow's move, which
threatens the continent’s energy
supply, as blackmail by Russia.

Matural-gas prices in Eu-
rope rose by 4.1% to €107.43,
or about $114.28, a megawatt-
hour after earlier leaping
more than 20% on Wednesday,
as traders weighed increasing
risks to already tight supplies.
They remain around half of
their peak in March but well
above their levels a year ago.

Fresident Viladimir Putin of
Russia demanded last month
that countries deemed hostile
to Moscow, which includes Eu-
ropean Union members, would
have to pay for gas in rubles.
Most  Europesan  countries
broadly denounced the de-
mand and stuck to their previ-
ous method of paying for gas
they get from Russia. Gas con-
tracts are usually denominated

Please turn fo page A9

# Russian arms depot catches
fire. . AT

# Gaps mar Moscow's economic
data. aE

# Archegos's word was good
enough for banks...._____ LT

# Matural-gas prices climb on

supply concems. A9

Brazil
Tackles
High
Rates

Brazil's central
bank is taking a
new approach to
rain in spiraling
borrowing costs,
which can reach
over 300% a year
for credit-card
haolders. The latest
strategy. known as
open finance or
open banking, is
meant to make it q
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credit cards in Brazil

easier for .
conmsumers oo 20z
compare costs. A18
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Some personal news:

Elon Musk’'s Twitter deal has
everyone atwitter about all
things Twitter on Twitter

L 54 2

By Josers Pisast
AND OMAR ARDEL-Bagul

Now trending on Twitter:
Twitter.

Twitter users have a lot to
say about Twitter selling itself
to Elon Musk for $44 billion.
And they're using Twitter to
say it.

Many people are going on
Twitter to swear that they
won't use Twitter. Others are
threatening to quit Twitter,
while another camp is betting
that they wont. Still others are
making fun of those exiting the
website known as part public
square, part digital hellscape,

The often insular and usu-
ally self-referential community
that is Twitter now comprises
mostly people tweeting about
their Twitter habits. to their
ter followers, The hashtag
#lLeavingTwitter trended Tues-

o 1

day. Discourse popped up in
the niche Twitter worlds of
Eireedomtwitter, Sclimatetwit-
ter, #higheredtwitter, #black-
twitter, #biketwitter—between
the usual posts about Wordle,
cute dogs and “Gl messages
for crypto enthusiasts.

Twitter got its start in 2006
as a site that invited users to
answer the guestio What
are you doing?* Tech-savvy
folks posted about their meals
and other mundane things.
S0on it went mainstream, at-
tracting celebrities, politicians
and even the pope.

Twitter has becomse embed-
ded in the culture, a forum
where media personalities,

Please turn to page AI0

# Christopher Mims: Past is
clue to Twitter's future
# Musk mocks legal chief

Bl

Twitter . B4

Meta Investors Cheer Result
That Isn’t as Bad as Feared

By Sarvapor RoODRIGUEE

Facebook parent Meta Plat-
forms Inc. added more users
than expected but posted its
slowest revenue growth since
going public a decade ago, as
the company navigates grow-
ing competition and privacy
headwinds for its advertising
business.

The user numbers were a
surprise for the tech giant. In
the wake of poor earnings re-
sults from other digital-ad ri-
vals earlier this week, inves-
vors had feared the worst, and
on Wednesday they pushed

Boeing Couldn’t
Stop Finding Flaws

Scrutiny of its manufacturing, under FAA
pressure, led to string of Dreamliner delays

By AnnprEw TANGEL

For years, Boeing Co. and
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration handled 787 Dream-
liner deliveries as though the
perfect was the enemy of the
wood,

The FAA allowed the plane
miaker to deliver the wide-
body jots with some minor
faws, so long as there was
no immediate threat to
safety. The expectation was
that Boeing would fix such
defects after the planes be-
gan carrying passengers, ac-
cording to government offi-
cials and current and former
Boeing executives.

That approach doesn't fly
anymore. Two deadly crashes
of a different Boeing air-
plane, the 737 MAX, ushered
in a new era of intense scru-
tiny of everything rolling out

Meta shares up more than 18%
after results were announced.

The company cited the war
in Ukraine as a contributor to
the revenue slowdown, among
other factors.

Meta’s stock price was bat-
tered in February when it
posted guarterly results that
showed a sharper-than-ex-
pected decline in profits, a
gloomy revenue outlook and a
dip in its daily active users.

Before Wednesday, Meta
shares had fallen nearly 44%
and the company had lost
nearly $400 billion in market
wvalue,

of Boeing's factories

The result has been a
string of Dreamliner delays
that have become headaches
for both Boeing and the air-
lines waiting for delivery of
scores of 787s worth more
than $25 billion. Production
snafus have popped up one
after the other. Some of the
latest involve titanium parts,
glue and fasteners, people fa-
- with the matter said.

On Wednesday morning.
Boeing said it had submitted
a plan to the FAA for resaolw-
ing production problems, a
key step in restarting Dream-
liner deliveries. Those could
resume this summer if regu-
lators approve the proposal,
people familiar with the mat-

Please twrn to page A0

# Boeing posts a quarterly loss
amid jet setbacks ... ALO

Meta executives including
Chief Executive Officer Mark
Zuckerberg cited on Wednes-
day several efforts to reverse
those trends. To combat rival
TikTok, which Mr. Zucker]
has described as a ri
threat, the company said it
weould more actively use artifi-
cial intelligence to recommend
content to users from arownd
the social network, as opposed
to  populating their feeds
mostly with posts from friends
and family. That in effect
means Facebook will function
more like TikTok's For You

Please turn to page A2

INSIDE

A former receiver for
the Vienna Wikings may
now be a first-round
MNFL draft pick. a14

BUSINESS NEWS
Ford swung to a net
loss of $3.1 billion in
the first quarter as

revenue fell 5%. B3
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The tax test

Amazon tussle puts ESG investors

SPOT —HELEN THOMAS,

INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Battlefields

How war has wrecked Ukraine’s
agricultural exports —sic READ, PAGE 13

USA $2.50 Canada C53.00

Disunited front

Splits in France’s right stand in way

of alliance — LeiLa aBBO

. PAGE 14

Gas price soars as Russia turns

off taps to Poland and Bulgaria

e 10% rise in Europe & Kremlin accused of blackmail @ Gazprom wants rouble payment

MASTASSIA ASTRASHEUSKAYA — HIGA
SAM FLEMING — DRUSSILS

MEIL WUHE AND

ROBERT WRIGHT — LONDON

BU leaders pesterday accused Moscow
of “blackmail” over gas exports after
Russia’s state-owned Gazprom sus-
pendad supplies to Polansd ansd Bulgaria,
sending prices up to 20 per cent higher.

The twa natkons are the first EU states
to have gas supplies from Russia cut off
slmce Moscow last month threatened to
withhold exports unless it was paid in
roubles. Russia made the demand after
the west Imposed sanctions on the
Kremlin for its war in Ukraine,

In Russia’s starkest move yet to target
the EU'S reliamce on its fossil fuels since
invading Ukraine, s interrupion Hp-
pled into markets, with the suro flling
to a five-year bow against the dollar.
Futures contracts tracking Europe’s
wholesale gas price gained about
20 per cent, befare paring gains 1o trade
10 per cent higher at €108.5 per mega-
walt hour. Prices are more than six
thmes higher than a year ago.

“Gazprom has completely suspended
gassupplies to Bulgargas (Bulgaria) and
PGRIG {Poland b dse to mon-payment in
roubles,” Gazprom said.

Ursula von der Leyen, European
Commission president, accased Russia
of attempling Lo use gas as “an instm-
ment af blackmail®, saying its actions
were “unjustified and umnacceptable”

She sald the EU had been working to
ensure alternative deliveries and the
“hest possible™ gas storage levels.

von der Leyen added that Poland and
Bulgarka had recelved gas supplles from
other EU countrbes and that the blechad
shown “immensesolidarity™.

‘Germany, Burope's largest econonmy,
which depends heavily on Busslan gas,
said its supplies were flowing asnormal.
"We are doing everything we can to
ensure it remains that way.” said Robert
Habeck, Germany's sconamy minister.

Germany and Italy, the continent’s
twa biggest importers of Russian gas,

Lagarde's rate reticence
meets market momeantum

Chitatinge Lagarde's insistence i
mecinily 25 Decembser 1hal surczone
inberest rates were very unlikely to
rise this year Is set to be confounded
Markets are pricing In, as soon a5 July,
the passbiity of the European Cantral
Bank’s first upward mowe for a decade
‘Wihile the ECB chiaf oifes uncerfainty
rnelated 1o the Ukraine war as reasan
for caution in tackling inflation,
analysts point 1o surveys suggeshing
Europe has fared better than expeched.
Door epen for rafe rise - Paci 3

§r=
-

Ursula von
der Leyen

said Russia’s
actions were
‘unacceplable’
i Hosbea®

have said that their payment deadlines
areneartheend of May.

Germany kas Indicated that & same-
tions-compliant payment method is
possible. “Germany will make its pay-
ments in earos and not in roubles, and
then bt's up to Gazprom how bt converts

Lex.

Page 14

A face-saving compromise
is needed. The alternative
would be mutually assured
debilitation of Russia and
the European economies
dependent on its gas

the money. We have agreed on this
approach with the BU and we will con-
tinue to go down this route,” Habeck
sakd

Hungary has struck a deal to pay into
a euro-denominated account with
Gazprombank, which will deposit the
arnoumt in roubles to Gazprom Export,
Peter Szijjarto, foreign minister, said ina
video on Facebook. He added that Slo-
vakia had reached the samedeal.

Timm Kehler, head of Zukunft Gas, 2
German trade body, said gas supplics
had “become a plaything of Russia's
political calaubus”.

Mateusy Morawiecki, Poland's prime
mindster, acoused Russia of “gas imperi-

alism® but said that the nation, which
imported 45 percent of its gas from Rus-
slka in 2020, could cope without Russtan
hydrocarbons. “We will cope with this
blackmail, with this gun w our head, in
such away that Poles will not feel it
WViadimir Putin, Russia’s president,
Teas sabd that Gazprom gas exported to
so-called unfriendly nations, nchading
EU members, would be sald only for
roubles. But multiple Enropean buyers
refused to pay in the Russian carrency,
saying that it would be a way to bypass
sanctions on the Fussian central bank.
Warin Ukralne page 2
Renault in Avtovaz tals page &
Day in markets page 9

Archegos founder Hwang arrested in
US on fraud and racketeering charges

ERIC FLATT — MEW YORK
QLIVER RALPH — LOHDOM

Bl Hwang, founder of collapsed family
office Archegos Capital Management,
has been arrested by US authorities
and charged alongside his former
fimamce chief with racketeering, securi.
ties fraud, wire fraud and market
manipalation.

The indictment unsealed yesterday
accused Hwang and ex-chief fimancial
wfftcer Patrick Halligan of using Arche-
o 25 an “instrument of market mandp-
ulation and frawd” with *far-reaching
consequences for other participants in
theUnited States securities markets”.
The case, brought by federal prosecu-
tors in Man battan, marks the first crim
imal charges against Hwang, one of the
so-called Tiger Cub veterans of Julian
Robertsons Tiger Management fund

whase little-known imestment vehicle
rattled some of Wall Street’s biggest
banks when it imploded a year ago.

*The scale of the trading was stun-
ning,” said Darmian Williams, US attor-
ney for the southern district of New
York.,

While Archegos was a relatively
ahacure fumily office, it attracted many
big lenders. I8 capital swelled from
$1.5bm in March 2020 to $35bn a year
Iater, with the group’s positions balloon-
ing to as muchas $160bn.

Archegos's collapse created billions of
dollars of losses for imestment banks
including Credit Sulsse, UBS, Nomura
and Morgan Stanley after it defaulted on
margin calls, with more than $100bn
wiped from the valuations of nearly a
dezen companies as Archegos's posi-
Lhoms were umwoursl.

The group used barrowed money

from the banks to amass multikdllon-
dollar positicns in US-listed companies
such as ViacomCBS — aow Pammount
— and omline retailer Shopity and Far-
fetch. By using derfvatives, where the
bank it traded with bought or sold stock
on Archeges’s behalf, the firm left no
visible footprint of 1is activity to the
Invvestingpublic.

“This scheme was histaric in soope,”
sald Willlams. “The lies fed the [stock
price] inflathon and the inflation fed
myore les. Round and round it went. But
last year the music stopped, the bubble
burst, the prices dropped, and when
they did, billions of dollars near by evap-
arated overnight *

An attorney for Hwang said he was
“entirely innocent of amy wrongdoing™
and the allegations were “cverblown®,

Anattorney for Halligan said he was
innocent and “will be exoneratad”.
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» Musk's ‘funding secure” action rejected
A federal judge has refected Elon Musk's reguest o
quash a 2008 settlement with the SEC In which he
agreed to pay $20mn over his claim that he had
“funding secured™ to take Tesla private.— racis

= Chinese policy clash over property woes
Divisbons have emerged (n the Chinese government
awer how it can shere up economic growth while
pursuing a tough zero-Covid strategy and taming
hesvily indebted property developers.— pace &

= White House probes Huawei chip claims
The Eiden administration has recefved “credible™
reports that Chinese semiconductor maker Yangtee
Memary Technobogies has potentially violated Us
export contna b by supplying Hiswel— pace &

» Black gave ex-mistress £2mn for UK visa
Eilliopaire financier Leon Black
gave Guzel Ganieva money in
thve hope of facllitating a move
theat would enable the ex-model
b start a new life far from his
Mew York home.— pace 5

» Credit Suisse cull in bid to quash crises
The swiss bank has announced a sweeping over haul
of key executive roles as it steps up efforts to move
om froe the Greensil] Capital and Archegos crises
theat helped drive it to a lirst-quarter boss.— eace &

» Investors reject widening of Moderna jab
Trwo top-10 shareholders have vobed against an
investor resolution that would push the drsgmaker
o transfer its technology to the developing world.
Plimer is set to be hit with a similar vote.— Pase 7

= North Korea hackers risk death for data
& study has revealed that hackers secking to get
around state monitoring to secure greater acoess to
information are risking hard libous, 2 stay in a
prison camp or cven a death seatenoe.— PaGE &
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Today,

mastly
windy, chilly, high 55. Tonight, clear,

partly o SN,
codd, frost in the suburbs, low 38 To-
morrow, sunny, breesy, chilly, high
58 Weather map is on Page A24.
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Demydiv, Ukraine, remained watedogged on Sunday after it was flooded on Feb., 25, Day 2 of the war, lo thweart a Russian advance.

To Foil Invaders” Tanks, Ukrainians Flooded Their Own Village

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

DEMYDIV, Ukraine They
pull up soggy linoleum from their
Noors, and fish potatees and jars
of pickles from submerged cellars.
They hang out waterlogged rugs
todry in the pale spring sunshine.

All around Demydiv, a village
narth of Kyiv, residents hawve heen
grappling with the aftermath of a
severe flood, which wunder ordi-
nary circumstances would have
been yvet another misfortune for a
people under amack by Russia.

This time, though, it was a tacti-

eal  wictory. The Ukrainians
flooded the village intentionally,
along with a vast expanse of fields
and bogs around it, creating a
guagmire that thwarted a Russian
tank assault on Kyiv and bought
Ukraine's army precious time ta
prepare defenses.

The residents of Demydiv paid
the price in the rivers of dank
sreen chwater that engulfed
many of their homes. And they
couldn’t be more pleased,

“Everybody understands and
nobody regrets it for & monment,”
sail Antonina Kostuchenko, a re-

Taking Pride in Halting
Assault on Kyiv

tiree, whose living room is now a
musty space with waterlines a
foot or 50 up the walls.

“We saved Kyiv!™ she said with
pride.

What happened in  Demydiv
was not an outlier. Since the war’s
early days, Ukraine has been
swift and effective in wreaking
havoe on its own territory, often

by destroving infrastructure, as a
way to foil a Russian army with
superior numbers and weaponry.

Demydiv was flooded when
troops opencd a nearby dam and
sent water surging into the coun-
tryside. Elsewhere in Ukraine, the
military has, without hesitation,
‘blown up bridges, bombed roads
and disabled rail lines and air-
ports. The goal has been to slow
Russian advances, channel ene-
my Lroops inte traps and force
tank columns onto less favorable
terrain.

Continued on Page AG

New York Map
By Democrats
Rejected Again

By NICHOLAS FANDOS

Mew York's highest court rulaed
on Wednesday that Democratic
leaders had wiolated the Srate
Constitution when they took it
upon themselves to draw new
congressional and State Senate
districts, and ordered that a court-
appointed special master draft re-
placement lines for this year's
critical midterm elections.

Ina sweepmg 32-page ruling, a
divided Mew York State Court of
Appeals chided Democrats for ig-
noring a constitutional amend-
ment adopted by voters in 2014 to
curb political influence in the re-
districting process, The amend-
ment also created a new outside
commission to guide the process,

The judges found that the con-
gressional districts designed by
Democrats violated an explicit
state ban on partisan gerryiman-
dering, undercutting the party's
national campaign to brand itself
as thP champion of voting rights.

ng for the four-judge ma-

jorlry, Chief Judge Janet DiFiore
said that Democratic lawmakers
created congressional and State
Senate maps in a way that was
rocedurally  unconstitutional,”
and that the congressional map i
particular was “drawn with
permissible partisan purpose.”

The ruling, which is not subject
to appeal, was expected o delay
the June ZE party primaries for
the congressional and State Sen-
ate districts unril Ausust. T allow:
time for new maps to ranam
and for candidates to collect peti-
tions to qualify for the ballot,

The werdict delivered a stinging
defeat to Democrats in Albany
and in Washington and cast this

Continwed on Page AZ1

License Plate Mismatch Ends in

This_article is by Kim Barker,
Steve Eder and Julie Tate.

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich, — Pat-
rick Lyoya never guite fournd his
footing. His family fled conflict in

the Democratic Republic  of
Congn, and he spent nearly half
his life in a reflugee camp in Mala-
wi. He dreamed of coming to
America, but after arri here,
he struggled to find his place,
bBouncing  among  homes,  low-
wage jobs and jai

Christopher Schurr was tena-
cious. He stuck with the pole vault,
winning a national title, He stayed
with his high-school sweetheart,
later marrying her on a Christian

Paths of an Officer and
an African Immigrant
Collide in Michigan

mission to Kenya. And he landed a
job as a police officer in Grand
Rapids. where he remains.

The two men — the Black driver
and the white officer — crossed
paths on a radny morning  this
month. Officer Schurr, 31, spotted
M Lyowa, 26, at the wheel of a sil-
wer sedan and followed in his
cruisern, pulling the car over on a
residential street. Mr Lyoya, un-

a Fatal Shooting

armed, stepped out of the vehicle.

“What did 1 do wrong?" he
asked.

“The plate doesn't belong on
this car” Officer Schurr replied,

Orver the next three minutes, a
deadly encounter unfolded, cap-
tured in videos from a passenger
riding with Mr. Lyvoya, a home-
surveillance system and the offi-
cer's dashboard and body-wom
cameras. After a foot chase, Offi-
cer Schurr pulls out his Taser, fir-
ing it unsuccessfully rwice.

The officer then manages to get
A wriggling Mr. Lyoya facedown
on the ground and sits on his back.
Two seconds after showuting for the

Comtinued on Page A18

RUSSIA THREATENS
MORE RETALIATION
OVER UKRAINE AID

NEWS ANALYSIS

Fear That War Will
Spill Over Borders

By DAVID E. SANGER
and STEVEN ERLANGER

WASHINGTOMN — For nine
weeks, President Biden and the
Western allies have emphasized
the need to keep the war for
Ukraine inside Ukraine.

Mow, the fear in Washington
and European capitals is that the
conflict may soon escalate into s
wider war — spreading to neigh-
boring states, 1o cyberspace and
to NATO countries suddenly
facing a Russian cutoff of gas.
Orver the long term, such an
expansion could evolve into a
more direct conflict between
Washington and Moscow remmi-
miscent of the Cold War, as each
secks to sap the other's power.

In the past three days, the
American secretary of defense
has called for an effort o de-
grade the capability of the Rus-
sian military so that it could not
invade another country for years
to come. The Russians have cut
off gas shipments to Poland and
Bulgaria, which joined the North
Arlantic Treaty Organization
after the collapse of the Soviet
Union; Ursula von der Leyen,
the president of the European
Cnmmi sion, immediately de-
nounced the move as an “instru-
ment of blackmail " Explosions
have rocked a disputed area of
Moldova, a natural next target
for the Russians, and gas depots
and even a missile factory in
Russia have mysteriously caught
fire or come under direct attack
from Ukrainian forces.

And with increasing frequency,
the Russians are reminding the
world of the size and power of
their nuclear arsenal, an unsub-
tle warning that if President
Wladimir V. Putin's conventional
forees face any more humiliating
losses, he has other options.
American and European officials
say they see no evidence the
Russians are mobilizing their
battlefield nuclear forces, but
behind the scenes, the officials
are already gaming ouwt how they
might react to a Russian nuclear
test, or demonstration explosion,
owver the Black Sea or on Ukrain-
ian territory.

“MNobody wants to see this war
escalate any more than it already
has” John Kirby, the Pentagon
spokesman, said on Wednesday
when asked about Russia's nucle-
ar threats, “Certainly nobody

Continued on Page AS

Poland and Bulgaria
Gas Cuts Criticized

as ‘Blackmail’

This article = by Mating Stewis-
Gridneff, Neil MacFarquhar,
Shashank Bengali and Megan Specin.

BRUSSELS — Reverberations
firom the Ukraine war widened on
Wednesday, jolting energy mar-
kets and spilling across borders,
as Russia responded to the West's
escalating arms shipments and
eeonomic penalties by halting gas
supplies to two European nations
and threatening further unspeci-
fied retaliation.

The European Union's top offi-
cial described as “blackmail” the
anpouncement that Russia was
suspending shipments of natural
gas to Poland and DBulgaria.

Though the immediate impact
was likely to be limited, the cutoff
was the Kremlin's toughest retali-

ation yet against a U.S-led alli-

RUz=s. '\l.'\krl.lrn\
PRISONER SWAP Trevor Reed,
a former Marine held by Mos-
cow, was freed in exchange
for a Russian pilot. Page A7.

ance thai President Wladimir W
Putin has accused of waging a
proxy war aimed ab weakening
Russia.

Even as news of a ULS-Russia
prisoner exchange offered a glim-
mer of hope for diplomatic en-
gagement, Mr. Puiin warned that
he would order more “counter-
strikes” against any adversaries
that “create threats of a strategic
nature unacceptable to Russia’

At the same time, a series of ex-
plosions acress Ukraine's borders
stoked fears that the war, now in
its third month, might spread.
Blasts were reported in three Rus-
sian districts  on  Wednesday
morning, and suspicion fell on
Ukrainian forces, which are bene-
fiting from increasinghy sophis-
ticated weapons and intelligence
from the United States and its al-
lies.

Those blasts came a day after

Continued on Page A6
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A Tribute to Albright

Oificials gathered on Wednesday to remember Madeleine K. Albright, the first woman to serve as

the LLS. secretary of state. “Freedom had noe greater champion

;" President Biden said. Page Ald.

A Woman Disappears in Mexico.

She Is One of Many Thousands.

By OSCAR LOPEZ

MONTERREY, Mexico — On
the 13th day of searching for his
missing daughter, Marie Escobar
stood outside a gas station in the
choking heat, clutching fliers with
her photo and the westiges of a
desperate, lingering hope.

Hours later, in a wash of red and
blue police lights, that bope was
destroyed.

Debanhi Escobars body was
found last Thursday night in an
abandoned underground water
tank on the grounds of & motel in
northern Mexico that the authori
ties had already searched four dif-
ferent times.

“I'my shattered,” Mr, Escobar
said of his daughters disappeal
ance. "My life has changed com
pletel

The case of Ms, Escobar, an 18-
yvear-old law student who disap-

Case Rekindles Outrage
Ower Official Inaction

peared on April 9, has sparked
outrage and protests over a phe-
nomenon that is now chillingly
common in Mexico: The disap-
pearance of women and girls all
over the country.

In just the last month, at least
nine other women and girls have
gone missing in the greater met-
ropolitan area of Monterrey, one
of the wealthiest cities in the coun-
try. Mationwide, more than 24,000
women are missing, according Lo
government figures, and last vear,
2,800 women were reported miss-
ing. an increase of nearly 40 per-
cent compared with 2017,

The rising rate of disappear-

Corttinued on Page AI2

ARTS CL-8
Reimagining a Classic

Musicians at a Brooklyn festival are

taking on Ormette Coleman’s 1959 album
PAGE C4

“The Shape of Jazz to Come.”

Unanswered Dreams

Im 1970, Michael James Brody Jr said
he'd give his fortune to anyone who
asked. Disappointment ensued. PAGE C1
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INTERNATIONAL A4-12

China's Propaganda Test

Public anger and grief over the lock-
down in Shanghai are creating a credi-
bility crisis for President Xi Jinping and
his zero-Covid policies. PAGE A4

Extinction Risks for Reptiles
A global analysis points to a human-

caused biodiversity crisis that is taking
away repiiles’ habitats. PAGE A8

SPORTS B7.10

MN.F.L.s Sin City Showcase

This week's draft in Las Vegas was un-
thinkable just a few years ago. But times
hawve changed for the league, PAGE BT

NATIONAL Al13-21, 24

MNew York Shootings Take Toll
At least 40 children and reenagers have
been shot this year, exacting a heavy
price on not just those who have taken
bullets but those in their orbit who have
watched the aftermath PAGE Al3

Police Discrimination Found
Minnesota's Department of Hum
Rights found regular use of slurs for
women and Black people by Minneapo-
lis officers, as well as discrimination in

arrests and use of force. PAGE Al9
OPINION AZ22-23
Ezra Klein PAGE AZ3

THURSDAY STYLES D1-6

Pandemic as Birth Control
Parenting has been hard in the Covid
era, and that has made couples recon-
skder plans for having children, PAGE D1

A Marketer for the Ages
Martha Stewart, 80, is promoting a

prestige beauty line to Gen Zers, and it
seems to be working fine so far

PAGE D5

BUSINESS B1-6
Biden's Student Debt Deadline

Some supporters of debt relief believe
President Biden's repeated extensions
of the repayment pause, which is now
set to end on Aug, 31, could force his
hand on Ioan forgiveness. PAGE B1

Russia Tests Europe’s Tolerance
CGrazprom has cut off natural gas o
Poland and Bulgaria, but that alone
shouldn't do much damage to Europe’s
broader energy outlook. PAGE B1
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MOSCOW
CUTS OFF
GAS TO

2 ALLIES
OF KYIV

EU calls the mowve
‘blackmail.” Russia
renews bombardment
of eastern Ukraine.

By Napin BuLos
aND Lavra KN

EHARKIV., Ukraine —
Moscow on Wednesday
turned off the natural-gas
spigot to the front-line East-
em European states of Po-
land and Bulgaria, signaling
its willingness to take sharp
economic aim at those who
aid Ukraine.

Russian forces. mean-
while, rained shells on east-
ern Ukraine as they pressed
ahead with their devastat-
ing 2-month-old invasion.

Addressing the first such
supply disruption since the
war's start, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskowv strongly
hinted that other European
economies may be next. He
told reporters Wednesday
that if some customers “de-
cline to pay under the new
system” Russia has insti-
tuted — meaning in rubles
instead of dollars or euros —
they “of course” could lace
the same treatment.

Along a 300-mile battle-
front in Ukraine's Donbas
region, Russian forces man-
aged to capture a small
town. Zarichne, the Ukrain-
ian military said in an early
morning operational report
The glant Azovstal steel-
works in the battered south-
em port city of Mariupol,
which has become a symbaol
of Ukrainian resistance, also
came under new bombard-
ment, the military said.

Russia has been trying
since the start of the war to
capture Mariupol, and the
city's last-ditch defenders
‘and some civilians are holed
upinside the sprawling Sowvi-
et-era steel complex laced
with tunnels and bunkers.
Even though fighting con-
tinues, Russian President
Wiadimir Putin has claimed
wictory in the siege of Lthe
city, which Ukraine has not
acknowledged.

The northeastern city of
Kharkiv, partially hemmed

[See Russia, A4]
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FELIFE DaNA Associoted Press

RESIDENTS HELP an emergency worker transport a man to an ambulance after Russian bombardment in
Kharkiv, Ukraine. The city, hemmed in by Russian forces, was rocked by explosions after midnight.

An unexpected prisoner swap

Russia trades a 1.8, ex-Marine for a convicted drug
trafficker despite tensions over Ukraine. woRLD, A

Germany a reluctant arms supplier

Analysis: The country agrees to aid Ukraine, but it
doesn’ want to get tougher on Russia. woRLD, As

With less water, Southland
will see a browner landscape

Officials are imposing limits that could get even more strict

By HAYLEY SMiTH,
TAM JAMES
AND TAIMIE DING

Milllons of Southern Cali-

fornia residents are bracing
for less water and many
brown lawns as drought and
climate change leave a large
swath of the region with a
Erowing water shortage.

In a remarkable indica-
tion of drought severity, offi-
cials with the Metropolitan
Water District of Southern
California hawve declared a
fArst-of-its-kind action lim-
iting outdoor water use to
one day a week for nearly 6
million residents.

Much remains to be de-
termined aboul how daily
lifie will change as people ad-
Just to a drier normal. But of-
ficials are warning the situa-
tion is dire and could lead to
even more severe limits later

[See Limits, A9]

ROBERT GAUTHIER Los Angeles Trmes
A HOUSING TRACT in Rancho Cucamonga that depends on the State
Water Project, in which outdoor watering will be limited to one day a weel.

mmes

latimes.com
L.A. RIOTS

Gloomy
outlook
on race
pecrsists

Poll shows 68% of
city residents believe
another uprising is
likely within 5 years.

By SANDY BaANKS,
ALEJANDRA
REYES-VELARDE
AND RUBEN VIVES

Kenyana Booker was
born the year before the 1992
uprising that followed the
acguittal of police officers
caught on video beating
Rodney King.

She grew up in a home
where she absorbed the his-
tory and the images,

Today, she considers
those six riotous days a
starting point for Black
wolces to be heard — though
the violence also “put Black
people in A bad light,” she
sald.

After the police Killing of
Greonge Floyd Bwo years ago,
she was encouraged by what
she saw as the largely peace-
ful protests.

But ask her about the
prospect of another riot in
Los Angeles, and her opti-
mism fades.

“Is it possible? Hell,
weah,” said Booker, 30, a col-
lege student and elementary
school teacher who lives in
South L.A. She noted that
too many police interactions
turn violent, and too few
conseguences are enforced.

For all the strides that
h,m.'e been made since 1992,

Angelenos believe
l.heircil.y may still be a pow-
der keg, according to a sur-
wvey by the Thomas and Dor-
othy Leawvey Center for the
Study of Los Angeles at Laoy-
ola Marymount University.

The share of Los Angeles
residents who expect that
another wave of “riots and
disturbances"” will occur has
hit the highest peak since
the survey. conducted every
fve years, launched in 1997,

Five years alter the riots,
with the city still in recovery
mode, 65% of residents
thought it was likely that an-
other outbreak would occur
before too long.

Over decades, the per-
centage steadily dropped.

[See Poll, AT]

Sticker shock sends Californians inland

As Los Angeles and
the Bay Areca lose
people, counties to
the east seec gains.

BY SARAH PARVIND
AND HAYVLEY SMITH

Moving to Lake Arrow-
head wasn't always part of
Natalie Camunas” plan.

When the 35-year-old and
her partner purchased a
small cabin in the moun-
Lains Lwo years ago, they in-
tended to use it as an invest-
ment property that they
would rent out to vacation-
ers looking for a forest es-
cape. The couple bought the
GT0-square-foot home for
£185.000, Camunas sald,
when housing prices in
Southern California were
climbing, but before they
smashed records and hit an
all-time high.

But after gquarantining in
their apartment in Los An-
geles” Fairfax district as the
COVID-19 pandemic spread,
discovering dead rats in
their home and dealing with
a bug infestation, they de-
cided to make their move Lo
San Bernardino County offi-
cialin the fall of 2020,

“We were paying all this
money to be at the center of
things., but everything was
shut down and there was no

center anvmore,” Camunas,
an actor, said. “Looking at
homes in L.A. it was ridicu-
lous. Ewven if we could alfford
a SH00,000 home, we didn't
want that, We didn’ want a
mortgage that was $5,000.7

Across the state, Califor-
nians in search of more open
space, a sense of community
and affordable housing are
trading city life in major ur-
‘ban centers such as the Bay
Area or Los Angeles for sub-
urban and rural eommuni-
ties. A growing number of
families have moved inland
over Lhe last few years, data
show, but the migratory
shift grew even more pro-
nounced amid the pandemic
as the barriers to moving
dropped for many in large
cities, spurred by a new-
found ability to work re-
motely.

Both Los Angeles and
San Francisco saw sizable
declines in population dur-
ing the first year of the pan-
demic, census data show,
underscoring how Califor-
nia's housing crisis and
other demographic forces
are reshaping two of its
largest cities. But as those
eities shrank, several adja-
cent counties saw popula-
tion gains, including Riv-
erside. San Bernardino, San
Joaguin and Kern.

Many who move to inland
cities say they are drawn by

[See Population, A12]

Change in population

Los Angeles County

State’s population shrank,
but Riverside County’s grew

California owverall lost nearly 262,000 residents between
July 1, 2020, and July 1, 2021, but some counties saw
population gains during that period. Riverside County
had the largest increase: 35,631 residents.

5.000 10,000
San
Bernardino
County

Riverside
County

Change McILEs POIESTAN WNGUT demMOgraphic data

BALMA LOUM Los Angeles Times

Attorney general
faces election fight

Bonra, appointed to
the state office, has
four rivals in his bid to
win a four-year term.

By HaNNAaH WILEY

SACRAMENTO — The
most contentious and
closely watched California
election in 2022 is likely to be
Lhe race for attorney general,
one in which wvobters will
choose in June from the libe-
ral incumbent who was ap-
pointed to the job last year,
thres unheralded challeng-

ers and an openly gay career
prosecutor whose campalgn
could hinge on the public's
new fears about crime,

For state Atty. Gen. Rob
Bonta, the timing of his first
statewide campaign could
be challenging. The race
coincides with increased
scrutiny of recent criminal
Jjustice reform efforts, a jux-
taposition that his oppo-
Nents see as an opportunity
to pin the blame for rising
crime on Democrats, They
bBelieve that new leadership
at the California Depart-
ment of Justice will
strengthen law and order

[See Election, A12]

Biden bid to end border poliecy halted

Judge raises doubts about plans to phase out pan-
demic-related limits on seeking asvium. NATION, AS

L.A. is reining in
plastic food ware
Aiming to be a “zera
wraste” city, couneil
oracks down on dispos-
ables. CALIFORNIA, B1
Weather

Fog early, then sunshine.
L.A. Basin: 68/51. B8

Andit sees bias in

law enforcement
Officers’ prejudice and
far-right sympathies
are detailed in a state
survey. CALTFORNIA, Bi

BUSINESS INSIDE

Disncy Resort is planning ‘tens of millions of dollars” in upgrades. A8
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Retracing a diplomat’s journey

President Biden, along with Barack and Michelle Obama and Bill and Hillary Clinton, bids farewell to Madeleine

Democracy Dies in Darkness

¥ IMAGES

Albright during her funeral in Washington. The former secretary of state was hailed for her years of public serviee.
Her signature pins and brooches will be remembered as well with a State Department display. Stories, A5 and C1

Musk boosts
criticism of
2 execulives
at Twiller

Billionaire elevates
conservative tweets,
leading to online attacks

BY CAT ZAKRZEWSKI,
EvLrzaserTH Dwoskin
AND FALZ SIDDIQUT

Two days after striking a deal to
purchase Twitter, Elon Musk used
his powerful Twitter account to
elevate conservative criticism of
two executives at the social media
eompany, reiling o workforee al-
ready uneasy about how he will
balance his abrasive social media
style and embrace of free speoch
with his stewarndship of the com-

pany.

Om Wednesday, he tweeted a
meme to his more than 86 million
followers with the face of Twitter's
top lawyer, Vijaya Gadde, that ap-
peared to suggest the company’s
decisions are affected by a “left
wing bins” The tweet came hours
after he criticized a 2020 policy
decision Gadde made and was in
rmesponse toan earlier tweet froma
political host calling her
the company's “top censorship ad-
voribe”

Twitter users quickly piled on —
calling on Musk to fire Gadde ar
using racist language to describe

- Gadde was born in India and
immigrated to the United Statesas

SEEMUSK ON AlS

Biden impasse: White House plan
o rein in Big Tech stalls. ALS

IN THE NEWS

BY MATTHEW BROWN,
Ay GARDNER
AND Josu DawsEy

G MARMER, CETTY MAGES

David Perdue, a former ULS. senator and now a Republican eandidate for governor of Georgia,
waves to Trump supporters after speaking at a rally on March 26 in Commerce, Ga.

on fraud falls flat for GOP

Trump allies in Ga. hold on to 2020 claims. Voters just want to move on.

supporter of former president Donald Trump wheo
believes the fraud claims. But McGeary, 71, was not

impressed.

“We can’t do anything about it”

WATEINSVILLE, GA. — David Perdue’s quest to
unseat a longtime friend and fellow Republican,
Gov, Brian Eemp, drew some cheers Monday eve-
ning at a gathering of about 50 Republicans
around a pickup truck in this deeply conservative
town about 70 miles east of Atlanta. The former
LS. senator spent most of his nine-minute stump
speech embracing unproven claims that frand
tainted the 2020 election — and aceusing Kemp of
doing nothing about it

In theory, it's the sort of message that should
appeal o Don MeGeary, o retired banker and

WATT ST LA, THE WASHINGTON POET

ithe IO

©* Afghan evacuees
wres e strugdgling o pay

v rent after o0
nning out of government aid. Bl

THE NATION

School districts that
aperated in person bast
vear were far more likely
to recoup enrollment
lost to the pandemic
than those thar operated
virtually, data shows. A2

President Biden's pick
Fexr thee influential feder-
al appeals court in DUC.,
J. Michelle Childs, re.

oeived A rare bipartisan
reception from tI1cSq:n-

mathon. A2

A water supplier in
California implemented
“emergency” COnscrva-
tiom measures for the
first time, which will af-

fect & million people. A8
The Supreme Court
heard a case that would
allow Oklohoma to
prosecute non-Indians
for crimes agminst
MNative Americans in
“Indian Country.” As

A state investigation
found that the Minne-
apolis Police Depa
ment engaged in
erirmbnate
policing.” Asa
The Justice Depart-
ment unveiled an online
portal and resource cen-
ter that nims to improve
policing by prowviding
aCoess o reports, train-
ing, research and ex-
perts, Arz

SEL GEORGIA

THE WORLD

Indian beaders are de
ploving balldozers to
raze properties in Mus-
lim meighborhoods after
religious clashes, 410
Singapore cxoented an
imtellectually disabled
drug trafficking
despite an international
outery. ALl

THE ECONOMY
Archegoes owner Bill
Hwang and his former
chief financial officer
were charged with secu-
rities fraund in connec-
twn with the private eq-
¢ firm's collapse. A6
Trump officials over-
ruled Pentagon stall to
approve pandemic abd
for a politically connect-
ed trucking firm, files

min

MoGeary said
about the 2020 result, adding that he intends o
wote for Eemp. “It’s water over the dam, under the
bridge, however you want to refer to it, Lets get
over itand get on with our lives.”

Unfortunately for Perdue — and for Trump —
many Republican voters in Georgia appear to
agree. Trump handpicked the former senator to
challenge and defeat Kemp after the governor

OH AS

Jan. 8 panel: Talk of martial law dranws scruting, AG
Leaked audio: McCarthy doos damage control. AT
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In flex of power-.
Russia cuts off
gas to 2 nations

LU, STEPS IN TO HELP POLAND AND BULGARIA

Putin warns against interference in Ukraine war

BRUSSELS — HRussias state-
controlled gas company shut off
the supply of natural gas to Poland
and Bulgaria on Wednesday, and
the Kremlin warned that other
countries could face the same fute,
escalating tensions between Rus-
sia and Europe over the war in
Ukraine,

Although both Poland and Bul-
garia secured encugh natural gas
from other European Union coun-
tries to keep the lights on for now,
it is not clear how the bloc would
manage additional  cutoffs  or
avoid dramatic price increases, es-
pecially if Russia stopped sending
g to Germany and Traly.

The action by Russia's Gaz
came on the same day the United
States amd Russia conducted a
prisoner exchange, releasing a for-
mer Marine detained by Moscow
and a Bussian pilot convicted by a
U.S. court on drug smuggling
charges.

The gaes cutedf was the first sup-
ply disruption sinee Rnssian Pres-
ident Viadimir Putin threatened
that "unfricndly countries” would
have to pay for natural gas in
mbles — a requirement that ap-
peared designed to stabilize the
economy agminst  punishing
Western sanctions and pressure
EUL countries into breaking ranks
and violating their sanctions re-
gime.

This article is by

Emily Rauhala, Loveday Morris,
‘Stein, Bryan Pietsch,

Reis Thebawls and Shane Harris.

In a speech to Bussias Council
of Legislators, Putin warned other
nations not to interfere in the con-
fict, which is expected to involbve
grueling combat in  eastern
Ukraine in coming weeks. On a
day when volunteers raced across
the Donbas region to evacuoate
men and women from their homes
within earshot of heavy shelling,
Putin said that if Russia perceived
athreat of a “strategic™ namre, the
result will be “lightning fst™
counterstrikes.

Putindid not explicitly threaten
to use nuclear weapons, But LS,
and European officials  have
warned that the possibility cannaet
be dismissed, partic rly if Putin
felt his conventional military op-
tions were limited.

“We have all the tools for this”
FPutin said “Those that no one else
right now can boast of having. And
wee will not brag about them, We
will use them if necessary. I want

SEE RUSSIA 0N A1z

Russian setbacks: Mysterious
explosions hinder war effort. ALL

Prisonar swap: A formaer Marine
and a Russian pilot are freed. ALS

Reprisal hastens
Polish pivol
from Moscow

BY JEANNE WHALEN

WARSAW — Poland’s energy czar
has spent much of his adualt life
preparing to break the country's
dependence on Bussian natural
gas. The coming weeks will bring
a sudden and dramatic test of his
efforts.

Piotr Maimski and his eol-
leagues in Poland's Energy Minds-
try had been racing to fully cut
Russian gas imports late this year
after Moscow's invasion of
Ukraine. But Russia’s abrupt de-
cision to stop deliveries this week
is forcing Poland to go it alone
months ahead of schedule.

Poland’s success or failure in
coping without Russian gas will
help guide other European na-
tions that are facing similar
breaks with Hunssian energy —
either by their own choice or the
Eremlin’s.

“We are prepared” Naimski
said in a Polish radio interview
Wednesday morning, hours after
Russia informed Poland thar it
was ceasing deliveries, “We have
the ability to bring enough gas to
Poland, so that there is enough
for everyone, We can remain

m"

Poland and a handful of its
neighbors, including Lithuani
are well ahead of other Europe
countries in preparing for life

SEE POLAND ON A1z

released by House Dem-
ocrats show, Ay

THE REGION
ree es for

D.C. attormey genen

Jnckeyed over what it

o
turned ugly over a Lou-
doun schools bill. g1
House Democrats in
Virginia ousted Del.
Eileen Filler-Cormn as
their party’s leader. B1
A former student at
Liberty University

st mishandled her
rape allegation. Be

INSIDE

Tanks’ remains
are now a g A
roadside draw

BY Avex HorTon

DMYTRIVEA, UKRAINE — In his
first ook at a destroyed Russian
tank earlier this month, Serhii
‘Grishin peered at the clumps of
flesh in the armored tomb and
noted what he didn't feel.

Grief already poured from him
over dead Ukrainians, and he
couldn’t spare any more for a
soldicr in an  invading foree,
Instead. the rusted-out vehicle
and what was in it — the inevi-
table end product of the failed
assault on nearby Kyiv — made
his spirit spar, he said.

This time, he brought friends
‘to record the moment.

“I'm happy to see that they did
not advance farther down the
road,” Grishin said Tuesday, as
his friends took photos of a
ghostly personnel carrier, also
destrayed by Ukrainian forces. “
hope there are more places with
destroyed Russian equipment.”

Ukrainians who fled intense
fighting arcund the capital have
packed highways to return to
their homes after the Russians
withdrew to redeploy in the east,
ereating traffic bottlenecks wors-
ened by checkpoints and de-
stroyed bridges. Adding to the
logiam are the newest roadside
attractions awaiting the return-
ees: columns of siced-open and

SEL UKRAINE ON AT
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LOCAL LIVING
Edible perennials
Seven vegetables and
fruits that need little
maintenance and will fill
your garden and your
taabile for years Lo carme,
STYLE

Wearing the pants
Maria Grazia Chiuri sn't
flashy, but Dior's first
famale creative director
designs chathes to maks
a ferminist statemant. C1
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SALTA: INTERVINO
EL VATICANO PORLA
GRIETA RELIGIOSA

deporites
River, a paso firme

Un gran triunfo para
avanzar en la Copa

Legand 2alaColoColoen Chile con goles

de Matias Sudrez y Esequiel Barco;
seencamina ala clasificacion.

sociedad

EnundocumentodelaSanta Sede, les
imponen restricciones alascarmelitas
descalzasquedenunciaron al arzobispo;
conflicto por la Virgen del Cerro. Pagina2l

TRES MUERTOS POR
ELINCENDIO EN UN
HOGAR GERIATRICO

seguridad

Ocurridanoche en Villa Urquiza; varios
heridos fueron trasladados a centros
asistenciales; se desplego un fuerte
operativo de evacuacion. Pigina 28
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La oposicion se une para
impulsar la boleta unica
en las proximas elecciones

preuTADOS. Convocd a una sesion especial, ante la resistencia oficialista para tratar la propuesta

Laura Serra
LA NACION

En lo que constituye un fuerte ac-
to politico en comiin que desafia al
oficialismo, la mayoria de los blo-
ques de la oposicién en la Camara
de Diputados convocaron para el
praximo jueves al mediodia auna

sesion especial para discutir una
ley que instrumente la boleta tinica
de papel a partir de las proximas
elecciones.

Se descuenta que la sesion, con-
vocada por el diputado Florencio
Randazzo, delinterbloque Federal,
alcanzard el guorum: cuentaconel
respaldo de su bancada, asi come

con el de Juntos por el Cambio, el
blogue opositor mas NUMEeraso en
la Camara baja.

La propuesta, que es la continui-
dad deun largo reclamo de sectores
politicos y sociales, apunta a trans-
parentar la votacién de los proxi-
mos comicios presidenciales. Con-
tintia en la pagina 10

Juntos por el
Cambio le cerrd
el camino a una
alianza con Milei

Matias Morens
Pagina 10

Un narco y un simbolo
de la violencia en Rosario

Miximo Cantero (en el centro), fundad

seguridad

or'd-e].os Monos, al ser detenido en su casa; detri

s, el paster de la pelicula Scarface

En una ciudad desbordada por la criminalidad, el arresto del fundador de Los

Monos aportd ayer unaimagen simbdlica: Maximo Cantero fue detenido frente a un pdster
dela pelicula Scarface; ademads, echaron al secretario de Seguridad provincial. Pagina 26
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FOLICIA DE SANTA FE

LA GUERRA EN UCRANIA — DIA 63

Rusia les corto el gas ados
paises y amenazo ala UE

OPINION

Macron, un alivio universal

Antonio Cafo

PARA LA NACION

MOSCU (AP).- En una decisién
que la Unidn Europea tildd de
“chantaje”yqueel Kremlin califics
como una respuesta a las sancio-
nes que le impusieron losaliados

por la invasion de Ucrania, Rusia
les cortd el suministrode gasa Po-
loniay a Bulgaria por no pagaren
rublos, una medidaqueamenazd
con extender al blogue. Pagina 2

Lanoche de su gran triunfo electo-
ral, Emmanuel Macron aparecid
juntoasuesposa, Brigitte Trogneusx,
ambos rodeados por un grupo de
nifios y adolescentes que los escol-

taron, entre las notas del himno de
Europa v bajo el reflejo de la Torre
Eiffel, hasta el podio en el que pro-
nuneid el sobrioy conciso discurso
delavictoria. Continia enla pagina 29

EL ESCENARID
Cristina no

juega para
triunfar, sino
para resistir

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

19 0 hablen méis de uni-
Nd:td". Varios dirigentes
del circulo intimo de

Cristina Kirchner recibieron esa
instruccidn en las Gltimas sema-
nas. Con un gobierno declinan-
te, al que desde el kirchnerismo
reprochan falta de sensibilidad
social, como hizo anteayer An-
dreés "Cuervo” Larroque, la uni-
dad se ha vuelto tdxica. No faci-
lita el acceso al poder. Al reves,
lo dificulta. La vicepresidenta
mueve las piezas para recons-
truir Unidad Ciudadana. Fue el
vehiculo politico al que recurrid
en 2017, No fue un instrumento
pensado para triunfar, sino pa-
ra resistin: Continga en la pagina 13

El Consejo
excluyo deun
CoONCcurso a un
juez procesado

CORRUPCION. En su primera
medida, el nuevo Consejo de la
Magistratura excluyd del examen
paraascender a la Cimara de Ca-
sacional juez federal de Mendoza
Walter Bento, procesado por co-
rrupcidn. La resolucidn fue com-
partida por los 18 miembros del
cuerpo, presidido ahora por el ti-
tular dela Corte, Horacio Rosatti,
Paginals

Aerolineas
recibio en
subsidios $200
millones por dia

GASTO202L Aerolineas Argen-
tinas recibidasistencia financie-
radel Estadopor $72.797,7 millo-
nes ($200 millones por dia) y tu-
vouna pérdidanetade $44.552,9
millones elafio pasado, segiinlos
estados contables analizados por
la Auditoria General de la Nacidn
{AGN). Elorganismodioluz verde
a esos nimeros, pero con “salve-
dades”. Paginal7?
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Em ato contra
STF, Bolsonaro
cobra militares
em apuracao

Jair Bolsonaro (PL) pro-
moveu oniemn um even-
to oficial no Paldacio do
Planalto liderado por de-
putados das bancadas da
bala e evangélica, no qual
reforgou ataques ao STF e
cobrou a participacgao de
militares na apuracao dos
votos pelo TSE nas eleiches
deste ano. Politica A4 cAS

Presidente se retine com
WhatsApp, que mantém
espera por megagrupo as

INustrada C1

De crise hidrica

a conflito agrario,
tematica ambiental
guia pec¢as de teatro

Guia C7

Capital paulista tem
10 cinemas gratuitos
para assistir a filmes
sem mexer no bolso

Nurismo C8
Dubai esbanja
superlativos, luxos
e atracgoes feitas
para impressionar

QUINTA-FEIRA, 28 DE ABRIL DE 2022
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Contratadas em emergéncia,
térmicas estao atrasadas

Usinas para garantir energia na seca deveriam passar a operar neste domingo

Menhuma das 14 usinas tér-
micas a gis planejadas para
garantir o abastecimento de
energia neste ano caso o pais
sejanovamente afetado por
Seca entrard em operacio na
darta planejada, 1° de maio.

Contratada no leilio emer-
gencial de energia de outu-
bro de 2021, a construcio
de todas elas estd atrasada.

Levantamento da Abrace,
entidade que retine grandes
consumidores de energia,
com dados da Aneel, a re-
guladora do setor, aponta
que 7 das rérmicas nao de-
VEem cumprir nem mesmo o
prazoder®deagosto, limitede
telerdncia a atrasos previsto
no negicio —4 delas ndo de-
finiram local de instalacao.

—

A Abrace pede que nio ha-
ja maior flexibilizacio de
prazos. A estimativa é que
sejam cobrados dos consu-
midores R$ 11 bilhdes por
ano, o que levaria o custo ao
fim do periodo previsto pa-
ra funcionamento das tér-
micas para perto de R$ g0
bilhdes, onerando a conta
de luz, gue ja estd elevada.

—

PEQUIM REPETE XANGAI COM ISOLAMENTOS E DISPARA PREOCUPACAO COM SURTOS DE COVID NA CHINA

A modelagem do leilio
emergencial foi gquestiona-
da na Justi¢a, mas o gover
no coNseguiu manter o cer:
tame. Na época, 0s reserva-
wirios operavam a 20% de
sua capacidade de armaze-
namento; hoje estio a 70%.

Procurada, a Aneel dis-
se que acompanha o anda-
menio das obras. Mercadoals

T

¥u Chang,/Xinhua

Mulher recebe teste antigeno, na provincia de Jilin, noroeste da China; regime tem isolado dreas em cidades com registros de contaminados para tentar manter politica de 'Covid zera’ mundo a13

A pandemia em 27.abr
Dados das 20h

Populagao vacinada no Brasil
ARUETLRIY 76,2 %

Obitos
madia maval Em 24 h
214
99l 25,1 %"
Total
661365

"variagio em relagiio a 14 dias

Sindrome respiratdria

em crianga lota hospitais
INacapiral paulista, alta de
casos de sindrome respira-
toria aguda grave em cri-
ancas tem lotado hospi-
tais. Cendrio € tido como
normal para o outono. B2

EDITORIAIS A2

Cuba desumana

Sobre condenacbes por
Protestos contra o regime.

Faroeste sonoro

Arespeito de abusos com
caixas de som nas praias.

$610_u4882

Estudo vé impacto
de pobreza no
desenvolvimento
Pesquisa da UFPel com
dados de g5 paises indica
que a pobreza na infancia
traz impactos negativos
para o desenvolvimento
intelecrual, além de acar-
retar mais riscos de des-
nutricio cronica e morta-
lidade infantil. cotidianeBs

Uso de opioides em alta no
pais acende alerta para vicio

Aprescrigio inadequada de
analgésicos opioides parao
controle da dor e o aumen-
o de pacientes dependen-
tes desses narcéticos preo-
cupa médicos no Brasil. Ha
o temor de gue o pais en-
frente uma “epidemia” de
abuso dessas substancias.

Em 2019, pesquisa da Fi-
OCTUZ MOSrou que 4.4 mi-
lhées de brasileiros ja fi-
ZETAIN USO SEIM Prescricao
médica de algum opidceo
—2,9% da populacio. Em
seis anos, a venda prescri-
ta de analgésicos a4 base de
Opio cresceu 465%. Saide B

Consulado paga
fianca de argentino
acusado de racismo
Acusado de racismo con-
tra torcedores corintianos,
O comerciante argentino
Leonardo Ponzo, 43, nac
pagou a fianca de R$ 3 mil
imposta pela Justica brasi-
leira. © valor foi quitado
pelo consulado argentino
em Sao Paulo. Esporte B11

" seminariosfolha

WEBINAR

22 edicio

Um debate sobre 0s rumos e o
futuro da educacdo

Escola
do futuro

[T

# conquista

PR e

folha.com/
escoladofuturo

Saiba mais na pagina AT

Thiago Amparo

A bala perdida do
ex-ministro pastor
Nio hid metifora mais ve-
rossimil para o que estdem
jogo nas eleigées doquea
da arma disparada, com
impericia e dgsrespeimas
regras, por Milton Ribeiro.
Ajuncao bala-biblia-bona-
chao define a receita disto-
pica para 2022, Opiniio AZ

SABATINA FOLHA/UOL

Caciquismo politico
sequestrou a 32 via,
diz Felipe d’Avila

Pré-candidato 4 Presidén-
cia pelo Novo, Luiz Felipe
d’Avila afirmou em saba-
tina Folha /UOL que a ter
ceira via foi “sequestrada
pelo caciquismo politico®,
De acordo com ele, seu
partido se retirou das con-
versas com MDB, Unidao
Brasil, PSDB e Cidadania
POr esse motivo. Politica s

ATMOSFERA

S3o Paulo hoje
3
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Tres personas fueron detenidas por ejecucion ocurrida en barrio Obrero

Alarmante: Asuncion y Central
crecen como zonas de sicarios

En los ultimos 16 meses hubo 20 asesinatos por encargo, segun datos de Interior, En este
cuatrimestre se dieron siete ataques. De 2017 a 2020 habian ocurrido apenas ocho casos.

PLOINAS 56 y 57

Norma elimina intermediarios para petrolera
Sancionan ley de Petropar,
pero la baja de naftas puede
darse recién en 40 o 50 dias
El Cones dara = Mil alumnos
Gitima chance = se quedan sin
acarrerasde el almuerzo en
salud para que = Ita y presionan
se regularicen  al Municipio

EATMA 18 PAGINA 17

Ayuda en CM a ex senador ya fue i_nsostenible
Ancho Ramirez renuncio a su

postulacion y se destraba la
eleccion de miembro del TSJE

PADINA 3

IInalcanzable!

El sabado UH lanza  Jecoales
imperdible coleccion < “ESS
Grandes ldeas de

las Matematicas

PAGINAS 83 y B4
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« Sans la lberté de blimer, [l nest point déloge Aattenr » Beanmarchals

SECURITE

LES EX-CHEFS DU GIGN
ET DU RAID LIVRENT
LEURS SECRETS pace1s

MODE

LA JEUNESSE SE REAPPROPRIE
LE COSTUME DE MARIE

PAGE 32
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lefigaro.

LEGISLATIVES
Le president lance
sa campagne

a Cergyea

ENTRETIEN

David Lisnard :

<« Nous devons
definir la raison
d'étre de la droite»

E 5

MALI

La junte
s'enferme dans
sa propagande

UKRAINE

Kiev brise

ses statues
soviétiques race:

FOOTBAILL
Dimitri Payet,
de tete de Turc
aidole de I'OM

ENERGIE
Moyen-Orient :
le jackpot
du pétrole cher

PAGES 24 ET 25

« En Suede,
la sombre
histoire
de Institut de
biologie raciale
*Les
chroniques
de Guillaume
Perrault
et de Luc Ferry
« Le téte a téte
de Charles
Jaigu
« L'analyse de
Philippe Gélie
.. *Latribune
= dePierre
Y Vermeren

PAGES 18 A1
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CHAMPS |

Réponses a la question
de mercredi :

Les Républicains (LR)
deivent-ils sallier

4 Emmanuel Macron 7

oul NON
40% [
TOTAL DE VOTANTS: 203426
Votez aujourdhui
figaro.fr

ALl COBAMOGLLY STOCK AD0AE | ..L.M
FRANGINS BOUCHOM ¢ LE FIGARD
JLLUSTRATIIN FABIEN CLAREFDAD

élenchon tente une OPA
sur les partis de gauche

Fort de sa performance présidentielle, le leader de LFI veut réunir PS et écologistes sous une
banniére commune aux législatives. Des négociations inédites qui se ménent dans la douleur.

Une image historique, Four la
premiére fois depuis ke schisme
de 2008, mélenchonistes et so-
cialistes se sont retrouveés oce
mercredi autour d'une table
pour entamer des négociations

en vue des élections législati-
ves. L'heure de la revanche
pour e leader des Insoumis,
qui mise sur la puissance de
son soore au premier tour de la
présidentielle {22°%) pour ras-

sembler la gauche sous son
égide. Si les discussions avec le
PS semblent bien engagées
malgre de fortes tensions in-
ternes, elles restent au point
mort avec les écologistes. Les

divergences idéologiques res-
tent fortes entre les troks partis
de ganche: sur ke nucléaire, les
traiteés européens ou les retrai-
tes, difficile de dégager un
consensus. Les négociations

achoppent également sur la
répartition des circonscrip
tions., Les différentes parties
prenantes se laissent jusqu’a la
finde lasemaine pour conclure
un accord.

= OLIVIER FAURE : «« JE NE CRAINS RIEN D'UN RASSEMELEMENT POPULAIRE » - A GAUCHE, DES PROGRAMMES TRES DIVERGENTS - L'OFPPOSITION INTERNE AU PS
HESITE SUR LA CONDUITE A TENIR FACE AUX MENACES - LES SOCIAUX-DEMOCRATES CONVOITES PAR LA MAJORITE PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

ALLIMARD

G

en 1915-1916.

COLLECTION F, GIRAULT VIA GALLIMARD ; COLLECTION SUCCE SSI0M LUCE TTE DESTOUCHES VIA

E EDITORIA.L par Vincent Trémolet de Villers viremolet@lefigaro fr
Mélenchon sans barrage

a République, c'est hul! =,
« La gauche, c'est il =,
«Le premier ministre,
clest défa hai!» Devant le

consideérable  Jean-Luc
Melenchon, le choeur des Insoumis somme
Emmanuel Macron et ses modestes 587 de
s'incliner. Le troisieme homime est le maitre
incontests du « qui perd gagne » . Non content
daveir couvert de son ombre Ientre-deux-
tours, il veut, avant le mois de juin, devenir le
pivot de l'opposition au président de la Répu-
blique. Pour ce faire, notre Zapata national
peut compter sur une étonnante indulgence
meédiatique. Lui qui a cédé aux vertiges com-
plotistes au sujet des attentats de Mohamesd
Merah, hurlé sur les forces de 'ordre, défile
contre I'«islamophobie » dans de troubles
cortéges; lui qui s'appréte a investir Taha
Bouhafs, un militant islamo-gauchiste spe-
clalisé dans la menace et I'Injure, aux élec
tions législatives. Par un curieux mystére, les
constructeurs de diguwes, kes dévideurs de cor-
dons sanitaires sont introuvables. Les Insou
mis, ¢’est permis : transgression chic. Contre
I'extréme gauche, la patrouille des castors ne
fait pas barrage.
11 faut croire qu'ils n'écoutent pas les discours

du tribun. Ils ont tort, [Vabord, Mélenchon
connait toutes les ressources de 1"éloquence,
et sa langue se distingue du francals boiteus
de la plupart de ses concurrents. Ensuite, ils
trouveraient des considérations qui feraient
passer Ere Zemmour pour un incurable opti
. miste. Cétait
Les Insoumis, place de la Ré-
c'est permis : publique, — au
. mois de mars,
transgression Mélenchon dé-
3 crivait, du fait
Chlc du  réchaunffe-
ment climatique, une véritable apocalypse
migratoire : « Dans divans, lancait-il, parmil-
lioms, par centaines de millioms, peut-£tre par
milliards {...), des éres humains se mettront &n
route, réalisant d ce moment gue les frontiéres
n'existent que sur le trace de papier. »
Planification, créolisation, pression fiscale,
c'est autour de ce triptyque que la gauche es-
saye de se réunir. On aurait tort de se mogquer
de I'instinct de survie de ces partis déclinants,
Lors des élections municipales, ils ont mon-
tre, de Marseille a Lyon et de Strasbourg a
Bordeaux, qu'une gauche abimée mails unie
pouvait I'emporter sur des forces supéricures
en nombre mais divisées. |
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Bruxelles
engage

un bras

de fer avec

la Hongrie de
Viktor Orban

La Commission a activé mer

credi le mécanisme de condi-
tionnalité sur 'Etat de droit,
susceptible de priver la Hon-
grie de milllards d'euros de
fonds européens. [l ne s agit
que de la premiere étape
d'une longue procédure, qui
met en cause Budapest sur la
corruption des marchés pu

blics et I'indépendance de la
justice, entre autres. Clest
une mauvaise nouvelle pour
le premier ministre Viktor
Crban, de plus en plus isolé
en Europe. PAGESSET S
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EU condemns Kremlin
‘provocation’ against
Poland and Bulgaria

Daniel Boffey Brussels
Philip Oltermann Berlin
Rob Davies

Europe appeared vesterday to be
on the brink of a major energy crisis
that could further drive up household
bills, after Russia halted gas supplies

Westwood
quits radio
show after
allegations

Alexandra Topping

The DI Tim Westwood has “stepped
down from hisshow™ on Capital Xtra
until further notice, according tothe
station's parent company, following
allegations of sexual misconduct
made about him by multiple women.

It camea little more than 24 hours
after the former BBC Radio 1 DJ was
accused by seven women of misus
ing his position in the musicindustry
totake advantage of them, following
ajointinvestigation by the Guardian
and BBC News,

At least three venues cancelled
appearances by the DI in the wake of
theallegations, while the head of the
BBCcalled the claims “shockingand
appalling” and urged anvone with
evidenceof wrongdoing to come for-
ward, promising that any complaints
would be taken seriously.

One of the women who told her
storytothe Guardian and the BBC said

she was relieved. “Finally °e
people’s allegations are

$610_u4882

Fear 0

to two EU countries and threatened
others, in a move condemned by
European leaders as blackmail.

A 20% rise in the wholesale gas
price was the immediate conse-
quence of Gazprom's decision to
stop supplying Poland and Bulgaria
while warning other nations opposed
to Russia’s war in Ukraine that they
could soon be hit.

The move, described by Poland's
prime minister, Mateusz Morawiecki,
as a “direct attack™ on his country,
was justified by the Kremlin as a
response to a failure of the two

no more

Ukraine pulls
down Russian
statues

News Pages16-17 =

energ

The last phone boxes Broken glass

L

cider cans - and still 5m calls a year

The long read Journal

price Crisis
as Russia cuts gas supply

countries to comply with demands
for payments to be made in roubles.

It led, however, to a dangerous
standoff as Ursula von der Leyen,
the president of the European Com-
mission, warned that any EU country
giving in to Russia by paving for gas
in roubles would be in breach of the
bloc’s sanctions regime, with which
the UK and others have acted in
lock-step.

“Gazprom’s announcement that it
isunilaterally stopping gasdeliveryto
certain EUmember states is another
provocation from the Kremlin,” Von

der Leyen said. “But it comes as no
surprise that the Kremlin uses fossil
fuels to try to blackmail us”

While theinitial rise on the whole-
sale market pared down to 8% later
vesterday, the price of gas remains
nearly seven times higher than a vear
ago, and experts warned of potential
further pain for consumers should
the supply crisis escalate.

Britain has reduced the supply of
gas from Russian gasfields to below
5%, but the privatisation of UK sup-
plies in the North Sea ties
consumers tointernational

SYIIE YD HHLOM YN OISSETY SHAYHAIGLOH

sday

28 April 2022
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Tory MP
‘watched
pornin
Commons’

Rowena Mason
Aubrey Allegretti
JessicaElgot

The Conservatives have been hit
by vet another House of Commons
sex scandal after a female minister
reported seeing a male colleague
watching porn on a mobile phonein
parliament.

A string of female Tory MPs com-
plained to the whips about sexism
and misogyny within its ranks in a
heated meeting on Tuesday night.

It comes just days after the
whips said they would try to find
out which Tory MPs had falsely
accused Labour's deputy leader,
Angela Rayner, in an article in the
Mail on Sunday of a “Basic Instinet™
ploy to distract Boris Johnson by
crossing and uncrossing her legs in
parliament.

Female MPs are also “on the brink
of mutiny”, according to one senior
Tory, over a report at the weekend
that three cabinet ministers are
among 56 MPs against whom com-
plaints of sexual harassment have
been made to the independent com-
plaints system.

The female junior minister com-
plained about the pornography
viewing to the chief whip, Chris
Heaton-Harris, at a meeting of a
new group for female MPs and peers
- known as the 2022 - on Tuesday
night. A second senior ferale MP

alsoraised similarconcerns oe
about the same male MP. A

Special report
Identifying
akiller
How academics
went undercover
to find the Syrian
behind amassacre
News Pages 28-30 —



