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witter accepted Musk's

bid to take over the com-
pany in a $44 billion deal thar
would give the world's rich-
est person control over the
social-media network, where
he is also among its most
influential users. Al, A6
# Chinese stocks suffered
their worst selloff in over
two years and the yuan hit its
lowest level since kate 2020 as.

cies to combat Covid-19. A1

# Fidelity plans to allow
investors to put a bitcoin
account in their 400(k)s,
the first major retirement-
plan provider to do so. A1

# U.S. stocks rose, with
the S&P 500, Nasdag and
Dow gaining 0.6%, 1.3% and
0.7%, respectively. Gowvern-
ment-bond yvields fell. B1

# The Senate moved ahead
with consideration of Bi-
den’s Fed nominees, begin-
ning with a procedural vote
that clears the path to con-
firm Brainard later this
week as vice chairwoman.

# Coca-Cola logged higher
guarterly sales as stronger
demand and price increases
helped the beverage giant
offset surging input costs. B1
+ Royal Philips has been
subpoenaed by the Justice
Department in relation to
a recall of breathing-aid
devices affecting millions
of sleep-apnea patients. Bd
* GM is developing a hybrid
wersion of its Chevrolet Cor-
wette that could hit dealer-
ships as early as next year, B3

World- Wide
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# The Biden administra-
tion's aim in the Ukraine
war is to see Russia's mili-
tary capabilities degraded
and Ukraine’s strengthened,
to prevent Moscow from at-
tempting to conguer terri-
tory by force in the future,
ULS. officials said. Al, AT-8

* A New York judge held
Trump in contempt of court
and fined the ex-president
F10,00:0 a day for what he
said was Trump’s failure to
comply with a subpoena by
the state’s attorney general
for a civil-fraud probe. A3

* Supreme Court justices
tussled over the line between

to life in prison on charges
of attempting to owver-
throw the government. AlS

m::kel. into northern Israel,
Israel’s military said. A18

+ Footage released by au-
thorities shows Alec Bald-
win d.rarwmg a revolver and
it voward the camera
twice while rehearsing for a
scene in the movie “Rust.” A3

JOURMNAL REPORT
Climate Technology:
Innovations that make
a difference. R1-12
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Musk Strikes Deal to Buy Twitter

Social-media firm opts
to sell for $44 billion,
one of the biggest tech
acquisitions in history

Twitter Inc. accepted Elon
Musk’s bid to take ower the com-
pany and go private, a deal that
would give the world's richest
person contral over the social-
madia network where he is also
among its most influential users.

The $44 billion deal marks
the close of a dramatic court-
ship and a change of heart at
Twitter, where many executives
and board members initially
opposed Mr. Musk's takeowver
approach, The deal has polar-
ized Twitter employees, users
and regulators over the power
tech giants wield in determin-
ing the parameters of discourse
on the internet and how those
companies enforce their rules.

The two sides worked

By Cara Lombardo,
Meghan Bobrowsky
and Georgia Wells

through the night to hash out a
deal in which Mr. Musk plans
to take Twitter private in a
deal that values the company
at $54.20 a share.

The takeover, if it goes
through, would mark one of the
biggest acquisitions of a tech
company and will likely affect

the direction of social media.
Mr. Musk will bring a commit-
ment to a more hands-off ap-
proach on speech moderation
to a company that has strug-
gled to reconcile freewheeling
conversations with content that
appeals to advertisers.

On Monday, a day after The
Wall Street Jowmnal first re-
ported that a deal was close, Mr.
Musk tweeted to indicate that
he wants the platform to be a
destination for wide-ranging

discourse and disagresment,

“T hope that even my worst
critics remain on Twitter, be-
caunse that is what free speech
means,” he wrote.

Please turn to page AS

Winning Hand

# How the Tesla chief
prevailed with his bid__. A6

# Heard on the Street: Ads
needed to stay aloft.... Bl4

Defense Secretary Lioyd Austin said the Biden administration wants the Ukraine war to reduce Russia’s military might to

deter future incursions. Abowve, the remains of a destroyed Russian tank left on the roadside in Rusaniv, Ukraine.

U.S. Seeks to Weaken Russia
To Deter Future Aggression

The Biden administration’s
aim in the Ukraine war is to see
Russia’s military capabilities de-
graded and Ukraine's strength-

By Williar Mauldin
i Polamnd
and Thomas Grove
in Lviv, Ukraine

ened, to prevent Moscow from
attempting to conguer territory
by force in the future, U.S. offi-
cials said Monday.

“We want to see Russia
wieakened to the degree that it
can’t do the kinds of things
that it has done in invading
Ukraine,” Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin said after he and
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken became the highest-
level 1.5, officials to visit the
Ukrainian capital of Kyiv since
Russia invaded Ukraine on
Feb. 24.

A senior LS. official said af-
ter Messrs. Blinken and Austin

returned from Kyiv, “However
this ends up, Russia will be in a
much weaker position. Ukraine
will be in 8 much stronger po-
sition to further deter against
any rencwed aggression once
this is ower.”

Meanwhile, on Monday the
U.S. said it would return diplo-
mats to Ukraine and work to
re-establish its embassy in
Kyiv, and the White House said
President Biden would appoint
an ambassador to Ukraine, the

first since 2019,

In an attempt to stem the
flow of heavy weapons from
the US. and other allies to the
front lines in Ukraine, Russia
on Monday hit several Ukrai-

Please furn to page A8

# War drains Russia's arms
. AT

supply.
# Career US. diplomat is
named Kylv emoy ... AT
# Big Four auditors strug-gle to
exit Russia...—o—rree A8

INSIDE

SPORTS

More women are
advancing in baseball's
on-field coaching
jobs. ala

By AnNE TERGESEN

Fidelity Investments plans
to allow investors to put a bit-
coin account in their 4010k}s,
the first major retivement-plan
provider to do so.

Later this year, the 23,000
companies that use Fidelity to
administer their retirement
plans will have the option ta
put bitcoin on the menon. The
endorsement of the nation’s
largest retirement-plan pro-
vider suggests crypto investing

The $67 Billion
Tariff Loophole

China benefits as retailers take advantage
of rule waiving duties for small purchases

By Josu ZuMBRUN

WASHINGTON—The rule
that allows American tour-
ists to bring back souvenirs
from owverseas duty-free is
now being used by compa-
nies to avoid billions of dol-
lars in tariffs—and it's per-
fectly legal.

Known as the de minimis
rule, the exemption has been
around for decades, deriving
its name from the Latin term
for something too small to
Fuss with.

For many years, it was
just that—accounting for
such a sliver of imports that
U.5. Customs and Border
Protection didn’t even
bother to keep track of them.

It's a sliver no more. The
known value of de minimis

imports soared to over $67

billion in 2020 from an esti-
mated $40 million in 2012 ,

according to previously un-

reported U.S. Customs data

reviewed by The Wall Street
Journal.

The rise of e-commerce in
recent years accustomed
shoppers to order just a few
items at a time—which eas-
ily falls under the de mini-
mis rules—and led to steady
growth in such shipments.
Then a sharp jump came in
the wake of higher tariffs
imposed by the Trump ad-
ministration on Chinese im-
ports, according to the Cus-
toms data and logistics
industry executives, who say
the new levies led importers
to devise ways to dodge pay-

Please turn topage AN

is mowving further into the
mainstream, but it remains to
be seen whether employers will
embrace it for their workers.
Fidelity's move comes a
month after the Labor Depart-
ment expressed concerns abou
including cryptocurrencies in
retirement plans, Tt is also an
uneasy time for the stock mar-
ket, with the S&P 500 down al-
most 10% this year in part due
to rising interest rates. Bitooin
lost more than 40% of its value
since its Novemnber high.

Argentines

Don’t Cry
For Inflation

Coping tactics
include hoarding;
409

is normal’

By SioviNa FRYDLEWSKY
Arm Juan FORERD

BUENOS AIRES—Shap-
keeper Jonathan Faez has a
word of adwvice to people
around the world obsessing
about inflation: Chill out.

“I have friends in the
United States and Spain and
they're telling me they're go-
ing crazy with their annual in-
flation of 5% or 7%, says Mr.
Faez, owner of a lingerie store.
“Here, we reach 4% almost ev-
ery month!™

Welcome to  Argentina,
where high, nearly uncontrol-
lable inflation—mnow at an esti-
mated 55.1% ower the past
year—is as natural as the

Please turn topage A0

Fidelity to Allow Bitcoin in 401(k)s

“There is a need for a di-
wverse set of products and in-
vestment solutions for our in-
vestors,” said Dawe Grav, head
of workplace retirement offer-
ings and platforms at the Bos-
ton company. “We fully expect
that cryptocurrency is going
to shape the way future gener-
ations think about inves

Under the plan,
wiould let savers allocate as
much as 20% of their nest eggs
to bitooin, though that threshold

Please turn to page Ad

Calling

Chinese
Stocks
Sink on

Lockdown
Worries

By Reeecca FEnG
A DAvE SERASTIAN

Chinese stocks suffered their
weorst selloff in more than two
vears and the yuan hit its low-
est level since late 2020, as in-
wvestors worried that strict poli-
cies to combat Covid-19 would
add to the pressures weighing
on Chinas economic growth
and corporate profics.

The battle with the Omicron
variant of Covid-19 is adding to
a s=eries of challenges for
China’s economy and markets,
on top of domestic regulatory
crackdowns, the war in Ukraine
and a shift toward tighter mon-
etary policy by many central
banks to tackle galloping infla-
thon.

Residents in Beijing, were
stocking up on essentials Mon-
day in anticipation of a possible
lockdowmn, as a severe lockdown
in Shanghai entered its fifth
week, Beijing officials began
mass Covid-19 tests of people
living or working in the city’s
Chaoyang district.

Economists have slashed
their forecasts for Chinese ex-
pansion, with the International
Monetary Fund last week cut-
ting its 2022 growth forecast
for the country to 4.4% and
banks downgrading their pre-
dictions. Foreign investors have
pulled billions of dollars from

Chinese stock and bond mar-
kets.
On Monday, the Shanghai

Composite and CSI 300 indexes
fell 5.1% and 4.9%, respectively.
Those were the largest single-
day percentage declines for
both benchmarks since Febru-
ary 2020, when andety over the
fast-spreading coronavirus in
the early days of the pandemic
led to sharp falls in Chinese
markets after the Lunar Mew
Year holiday.

Chinese markets regained
some ground in morning trad-
ing Tuesday. The CSI 300 index
and Hang Seng both added

Please furn to page A2

# Beijing conducts massive
Covid-19 testing ... A9
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The Netflix effect

Choice and personalisation weigh

Macron’s moment

Time for re-elected leader to build

Donbas reckoning

A bloody Russian onslaught looms

on our politics

STEPHEN BL

his EU vision — GIDEOM RACHMAN, PAGE 15

in Ukraine's east

BIG P#

Twitter talk
Musk nears
$43bn deal

Three weeks after Elon Musk snapped
up & near 10 per cent stake in Twitter,
the world s richest man 1s on the cusp of
taking the rest of the social media plat-
form private in a $43.4bn deal that
would be ome of the largest buyouts.

The tech group's board, which
inchudes founder Jack Dorsey, right, was
meecting kst night to Analise the terms
of an agreement with Musk, according
to people briefed on the matter. They
added that there was still a slim chance
the deal could Ball agart.

f Musk, lefi, takes control of what he
calls the world's “de facte puldic town
square”, e would have the potential to
shape politics. business and culture.
Report and Patrick Jenkins page S
Lex page 14

Beljing grlppe

RYAN MCMORROW — BELUING
TOM MITCHELL — SINGARORE
AMDY LN — HONG E08G

Beljfing health officials have sounded the
alarm over a "grave” rise in Covid-1%
cases, raksing the prospect of a city-wide
ckadown and spar king the biggest Chi-
nese stockssell-ofl since Pebruary 2020,
Health officials yesterday sabd the
‘Omicron variant was spreading and
ardened several Belflng nelghbourhoods
o Discc o, A fall lockdowm of the cap-
ital would be a huge test of the tough
“zero-Covid™ strategy set out by X Jin-
ping as the Chinese president seeks to
seal an unprecedented third term at a
‘(Commumnlst party congress this year,
Beijing reported just 41 cases last
weekend, but officials sald evidence had
emerged of community spread.

Crypto's Super Bowl play
falls to start rushing game

The stampeds inta &rypha expected by
an Industry that splashed cut millons
an Super Bowl Sdvertisements. fus
Tailled 10 materialise Stars ke LeBron
James played an bears of missing out
o The next big Thing but trading has
Turned sluggish as fectors ranging
Troen FiSing InTerest rates 1o The war in
Ukraine diminished Investars’ animal
spirits. Prices have also dipped. The
drift, say observers, is being led by big
Institutions rather than retal Investars.

Panic buying gripped several Beijing
supermarkets and the growing uneass
spread to financial markets in Shanghai
and Shenzhen, with equities selling off
sharply on the prospect of widening
lockdawns. The benchmark ©51 300
index of mainland-listed stocks closed
down 4.9 per cent, while Hong Kong's
Hang Seng fell 5.7 per cent.

Market |itters also spread to Burope,
where the Stoxx 600, the reghonal Euro-
pean gauge, suffered its biggest decline
since earty March.

Shoppers in Beijing rushed to hoard
supplies after the city’s largest district,
Chaoyang, with a population of 3.5mn,
ordered residents to undergo three
rounds of Covid-1% testing from yester-
day. Chaoyang is also Reljing’s main
commercial area, popular with multina-

Turkish phﬂanthroplst Jalled for life in
blow to human rights and rule of law

LAURA BITEL — AMEARA

A couart in Bstanbul has sentenced a
prominent Turkish businessman and
philanthropist to Hfe in prison without
parale in a verdict that campadgners
described as an “outrageous™ blew to
haman rights.

Osman Kavals, whose prosecution as
become a litmus test of the ruleof Law in
Turkey, was found guilty of seeking to
overthrow the government despite
years of objections Lo his treatment by
western offickals, human rights groups
and oineof Euroge's topcourts.

His sentence risks casting a shadow
over a drive by President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to forge better relatlons with
the west amld the Ulraine war. Kavalas
case was at the centre of a diplomatic

thomal corporations and home to dozens
of embassies.

Befjing residents emptiad supermar-
ket shelves of meat, vegeta bles and non-
perishable foeds, with several online
grocery delivery apps also sslling out of
food by yesterday.

“I'm hoarding rationally . . . theres
no harm in being prepared,” said Shi
Wel, a S2-year-old hespitality worker.
“My colleagues in Shanghal learned the
hard way — they are strongly urging I
hoard as much &s pmnlble_ at least a
month's worth of supplies.”

Xue Ce, a 28-year-old tech worker,
was one of dozens who joined a block-
long queue at a testing centre in the dis-
trict- “I'm here becanse the Chaoyang
government has ordered mandatory
tests [and] also becanse there's a surge

The court, which scquitted Kavala on
a charge of espionage, also sentenced
several others to 18 years in jall for aid-
ing what prosecutors called an attempt
to overthrow the government during
proteststhat swept Turkey in 2013,

Kavala, 64, had already spent four
and a halfyears behind bars withoutany
conviction. He Is seen by buman rights
groups as a symbol of Erdogan's growing
intol erance to dissent.

Milena Buyam, a campalgner on Tus-
key for Amnesty International, said the
prosscution had mot provided “a sdnu;l*
shred of evidence” that Kavala had
o overthrow the government.

She added: “This cutrageous verdict
s designied to send a very chilling mes-
sage to the rest of chvil soclety [and] to
human rightsdefenders"

d by panlc buy]ng
as Covid cases show ‘grave’ rise

e Prospect of full lockdown e Jitters spread to Chinese stocks e Biggest sell-off for 2 vears

in cases now 5o Dwant to be tested fust to
be safe,” he sald.

Shanghai has endured more than
three weeks of a harsh lockdown. Over
the weekend, workers in hazmat suits
instalbed tall fences at the base of some

Supermar ket apartment blocks with a recent history
shelves were of cases to stop residents

empried, with Drespite the chaos and ecomsomic bard-
several online shigstemming from the restrictions, X1
grocery delivery  has shown no indication of relaxing his
apps also selling zero-Covid-19 campalgn. “We will not
out of foed waver In pursuing dymamic zero-

Covid,” Liang Wannian, a Covid-19 gov-
ernment adviser, told state media. "It
maximises the safety of peaple’s lves
and economic and sockal development.”

Additional reporting by Nion Liw in
Befjing and Hudson Locket? in Fong Kong
Covid freatments page &

detention was an attempt by the Turk-
ish authorities to “silence” Erdogan's
crithcs, and ordered his release, Tarkey's
refusal to ablde by that ruling last year
prompted the Council of Burope, the
continent’s top human rights body, to
launch disciplinary proceedings against
the country that could result in the sus-
pensionof Turkey's voting rights.

Kavaka, a former businessman who
used his wealth to support projects
focused on conservation and minority
rights, was arrested in 2017 in the midst
of & sweeping crackdown that followed 3
bloody attempted ooup that took place
the previous year,

He was accused of secking to over-
throw the government during the Gezl
Park protests that gripped Turkey n
2013, as well as during the 2006 coup

Ad blitz = PacEs crisis last pear after a group of 10 west- The EuropeanCourtof Human Rights  attempt — charges that he has always
ernambassadors called for his release. found in a ruling in 2009 that his  denled.
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A Nikkei Company

» SoftBank lender shrugs off tech slide
Masahiro Kihara, chiel executive of Mizul, has
;a.'ldluzls maﬂ;-mmtauﬁi about the Japanese

plormerate’s 6 1 health despite
e sell- uﬁlmchullm;luu Its Investments — PaGE §
= Hong human rights award shelved

The territory’s Forelgn Correspon dents’ Club has
suspended its human rights joumalism prizes for
fear they could break China's secarity law. Breaches
carry a maximum penalty of lfe in prison.— pase s

= Palm oil jumps after Jakarta export ban
Prices have surged and the mpiah has lost ground
after Indonesia levied a blanket prokibition, the
latest food export ban by countries sulfering from
soaring domestic food prices.— pase &

» Biden nominates Ukraine ambassador
The president has i
diplomat Bridget Brink as the
Dext ey, as the US phadged
o resume diplomatic thes and
said it wanted to see Russia

™ by It wWar.— PAGE S

= Alrcraft leasing groups malke safety

The trade body has launched a multinatbonal effort
‘o persuade safety authorities to allow planes
returned from Fussia withowt full maintenance
records back into commercial service. — rase &

= French police raid

businesses
Companies linked 1o Sanjeev Gupta'’s GPG Alliance,
including a metalworks it formerly owned, have
been targeted In an escalation of a criminal probe
Inti the metals naagnate’s smpire. — pacE 7

= Roche by demand for virus tests
Horth American demand for rapdd coronaviras
tests has boosted the Swiss pharmaceuticals group's
sales but it predicted that revenue from Covid-19
treatments would fall this year— PaGE & LEX PAGE 1

Datawatch
COZ rising
Carbon dioxide global manthiy mean
dparts. per milllon)

China Construction Bank

Builds a better future



“All the News
That’s Fit to Print”
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Late Edition
Today, mostly cloudy, showers, a
light breeze, high 62. Tonight, show-
ers, clearing later, low 45, Tomor-
row, clouds anmd sunshine, breezy,
high 57. Weather map, Page B7.
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A Ukrainian soldier reuniting with his wife on Monday in Zaporizhzhia. She and their children fled the Russian-held city of Tokmalk.

Musk Reaches Deal for Twitter, Pledging Fewer Limits

Intends to Make the
Company Private

By MIKE ISAAC
and LAUREN HIRSCH

SAN FRANCISCO — Elon
Musk struck a deal on Monday to
buy Twitter for roughly $44 bil-
lion, in & victory by the world's
richest man to take over the influ-
ential social network frequented
by world leaders, celebrities and
cultural trendsetters,

Twitter agreed to sell itself to
Mr. Musk for $54.20 a share, a 38
percent premium over the compa-
ny's share price this month before
he revealed he was the firm's sin-
gle largest shareholder, It would
be the biggest deal to take a com-

pany private — something Mr
Muak has said ke will do with
Twitter — in at beast two decades,
according o data compiled by
Dealogic.

“Free speech is the bedrock of a
functioning democracy, and Twit-
ter is the digital town sguare
where maners vital 1o the future
of humanity are debated,” Mr.
Musk said in a statement an-
nouncing the deal. "Twitter has
tremendous potential — 1 look for-
ward e working with the com-
pany and the community of users
to unlock ic”

The blockbuster agreement
caps what seemed an improbable
attempt by the famously mercuri-
al Mr. Musk, 50, to buy Twitter —
and immediately raises questions
about what he will do with the
platform and how his actions will
alfect online speech globally.

The billionaire, who has more
than 83 million followers on Twit-
ter and has romped across the
service hurling gibes and memes,
has repeatedly said he wants to
“transform” the platform by pro-
moting more free speech and giv-
ing users more control over what
they see on it By taking com-
pany private, Mr Musk could
work on the service out of sight of
the prying eyves of investors, regu-
lators and others.

Yet scrutiny is likely to be in-
tense. Twitter is not the higgest
social platform — it has more than
217 million daily users, compared
with billions for Facebook and In-
stagraim — but it has had an out-
size role in shaping narratives
around the world. Political leaders
have made it a megaphone, while

Continued on Page AlG

INSIDE TWITTER Employees say
they've heen kept in the dark
about what happens next. PAGE Bl

New Gatekeeper, Same Issue: Balancing Freedom and Harm

A decade ago, Twitler execu-
tives, including the chief execu-
tive, Dick Costolo, declared that
the social media site was the
“free-speech wing of
the free-speech
party” The stance
meant Twitter would
defend people’s abil-

e Ly 1o post whatever

they wished and be
heard by the world.
ince then, Twitter has been
dragged into morasses over
disinformation peddlers, govern-
ments” abuse of social media bo
incite ethnic violence and threats
by elected officials to imprison

employvees over Lweels they
didnt like. Like Faceboolk,
YouTube and other internet
companies, Twitter was forced to
morph [rom hard-liner on free
expression to speech nanny.

Today, Twitter has pages upon
pages of rules prohibiting con-
tent such as material that pro-
maotes child sexual exploitation,
coordinated government propa-
ganda, offers of counterfeit goods
and tweets “wishing for someone
bo fall wictim to a serious acci-
dent.”

The past 10 years have seen
repeated confrontations hetween
the high-minded principles of

Silicon Valley's founding genera-
tion of social media companies
and the messy reality of a world
in which “free speech" means
different things to different peo-
ple. And now Elon Musk, who on
Monday struck a deal to buy
Twitter for roughly $44 billion,
wades directly into that fraught
history.

Successive generations of
Twitter's leaders since its found-
ing in 2006 hawe learned wha
Mark Zuckerberg and most other
internet executives have also
discovered: Declaring that “the
tweets must Bow,” as a Twitter

Continued on Page A6

Celebrating a Designer of Public Spaces

Cherokes Park in Louisville, Ky.

is among Frederick Laow Olmsteds creations. A special section.

New York Judge Finds Trump to Be in Contempt

This article is by Jonah E.
Bromwich, BEen Profess and
William K. Rashbaum.

A Mew York state judge on Mon-
day held Donald J. Trump in con-
tempt of court for failing to com-
ply with a subpoena from the stare
attorney general's office, an ex-
traordinary rebuke of the former
president that came as that office
suggested it might soon file a

Rebuke Over Failure to
Turn Over Papers

long-threatened lawsuit
bim.

The judge, Arthur F. Engoron,
ordered Mr Trump o resp
fully to the subpoena from the at-
torney general, Letitin James —

against

who sought records from the for-
mer president about his family
business — and assessed a fine of
$10,000 per day until he satisfied
the court’s reguirements,

*Mr. Trump: I know you take
your business seriously, and I take
mine seriously” Justice Engoron
sald before he held Mo Tromp in
contempt and banged his gavel.

The contempt order amounted

Continwed on Page AIT

U.S. VOWS TO DULL
RUSSIA’S CAPACITY
TO ACT MILITARILY

MNEWS ANALYSIS

Hint of a More Direct
Confrontation

By DAVID E. SANGER

WASHINGTOMN — When De-
fense Secretary Lloyvd J, Austin
I declared Monday at the end
of a stealth visit to Ukraine that
America’s goal is to see Russia so
“weakened™ that it would no
longer have the power to invade
a neighboring state, he was
acknowledging a transformation
of the conflict, from a battle over
contral of Ukraine 1o one that
pits Washington more directly
against Moscow,

President Biden entered the
war insistent that he did not
want to make this a contest
between the United States and
Russia. Rather, he was simply
helping & small, struggling de-
mocracy defend itself against
takeever by a far more powerful
neighbor, “Direct confrontation
berween MATO and Russia is
‘World War 111, something we
must strive to prevent,” he said
in early h, just two weeks
into the war.

He has committed to keeping
American troops out of the fight,
and has resisted imposing a
no-fly zone ower Ukraine that
would risk putting American and
Russian forces into direct com-
bat. Yet as Russian war atrocities
have become more evident, and
Ukraines need for heavy armor
has increased, the lines have
grown blurrier and the rhetoric
sharper. At the same time, in
word and , the United States
has been gradus]lv pushing in
the direction of undercutting the
Russian military.

It has imposed sanctions that
were explicitly designed o stop
Russia's military from develop-
ing and manufacturing new
weapons. It has worked — with
mixned success — Lo cut off the oil
and gas revenues that drive its
war machine.

The immediate impetus for Mr.
Austin's carefully orc traved
declaration that the United
States wants " Russia wealkened
to the point where it can't do
things like invade Ukraine,”
several administration officials
said, was to set up President
Voledymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
with what one senior State De-
partment official called “the
strongest possible hand” for
what they expect will be some
kind of cease-lire negotiations in
coming months.

But over the longer term, Mr.
Austin's description of America’s
strategic goal is bound to re-
inforce President Wiadimir V.

Continued on Page A8

Emboldened to Offer
More Weapons to
Zelensky

This article is by Mare Sanfora,
John Ismay and Rick Gladstone,

KRAKOW, Poland — The
United States toughened its mes-
saging on the Ukraine war on
Monday, saying the American aim
was not just o thwart the Russian
invasion but also to weaken Rus-
sia so0 it could ne longer carry out
such military aggression any-
where.

The aim was stated in explicit
verms by the highest-ranking Bi-
den administration delegation to
wisit Ukraine since the war began.
It reflected an emboldened intent
o counter Russia by giving more
mumerous and powerful arms to
the Ukrainians, who have battled
Russian forces with unexpected
tenacity, sapped Kremlin re-
sources and flustered President
V]sdlmlr V. Putins hope for a

1 delegation alse
announced that the United States
would recpen its embassy in the
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv — another
signal aimed at portraying Russia
as headed toward defeat. The em-
bassy, closed the run-up to the

o FR FOR THE. REW VaRK TIMES
A charred Ukrainian tank in
Hostomel, northiwest of Kyiv,

Fab, 24 invasion, will be led by a
newly appointed ambassador.

The American visit itself, led
over the weekend by Secretary of
Defense Llowyd J. Austin 11 and
Secretary of State Antony 1.
Elinken, was completed early
Monday and amounted to a risky
dare to Russia, which has been
seeking 1o subjugare Ukraine by
force for more than two months.
Russia has demanded that the
United States and its MATO allies
quit suppl g advanced arms to
Ukraine's military.

Although the trip was supposed
to be secret, word leaked, and
Russia rained rockets on at least
fiwe Ukrainian rail stations hours
after the wvisitors had finished

Continued on Page A6

With Win, Macron Becomes
Most Influential Voice in E.U.

By STEVEN ERLANGER

BRUSSELS — There were
sighs of relief throughout the Eu-
ropean Union after President Em-
manuel Macron beat back a seri-
ous challenge in France from the
populist far-right champion Ma-
rine Le Pen.

Then another populist went
down, in Slovenia, where the
country's three-time prime min-
ister, Janez Jansa, lost to a loose
eoalition of centrist rivals in par-
liamentary elections on Sunday.

Those two defeats were widely
seen as a reprieve for the Euro-
pean Union and its fundamental
principles, including judicial inde-
pendence, shared  sovereignty
and the supremacy of European
law. That is because they dealt a
blow to the ambitions and world-

view of Viktor Orban, Hungary's
prime minister, who avidly sup-
ported both Ms. Le Pen and Mr
Jansa in an effort to create a coali-
tion of more nationalist, religious
and anti-immigration politics that
could undermine the au:hurlt) of
the European Union itself.

“Europe can said
Jean-Dominigque Giuliani, chair-
man of the Robert Schuman Foun-
dation, a pro-European research
center.

Afrer his own electoral victory
earlier this month, Mr. Orban de-
clared: “The whole world has
seen tonight in Budapest that
Christian democratic politics, con-
servative civic politics and parri-
otic politics have won, We are

Continued on Page AL2
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Covid Outbreak in Beijing
Supermarkets stocked up as panic
buying began. City officials have or-
dered almost all residents to be tested
three times this week. PAGE AID

Rights Advocate Steps Down
Led by Kenmeth Roth, Human Rights
Watch became one of the world's maost
influential advocacy groups. PAGE All

BUSINESS B1-8

Ghosts of Economies Past

With lockdowns, China is meddling with
free enterprise as it hadn't in decades.
The results are familiar to those old
enough Lo remember: scarcity, and the
rise of black markets, PAGE Bl

Enemies of the Mask Mandate
Many Republican lawmakers opposed
the federal rule requiring masks for
travel, but it was brought down by a
vaccine critic’s litthe-known nonprofit, a
conservative judge and chance. PAGE Bl

MNATIONAL AL4-17, 20 ARTS C1-8

The End of ‘Better Things’
Pamela Adlon wanted the FX comedy

SCIENCE TIMES D1-8
More Morel Mushrooms, Please

Jacob and Karsten Kirk, twins from
Copenhagen, say they have devised a
mathod that allows them to grow maore
of the prized mushrooms, PAGE D1
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Chinatown ws. Developers

Civic groups have been holding back
gentrification in one of Manhattan's few
working-class neighborhoods. PAGE Ald

Woman's Execution Halted

The highest criminal court in Texas
stepped in to spare a mother of 14 con-
victed of killing her 2-year-old. PAGE AlS

1o g0 out with a beautiful bang.” She
seems to have succeeded. PAGE CI
SPORTS Ba-10

Celtics End Nets’ Season

Boston completed a four-game sweep,
dashing the hopes of a team that had
begun with dreams of a title. PAGE B10O

A Steward of Art

Laura Mattioli has made a future for the
Futurists at the Center for [talian Mod-
ern Art in Manhattan., PAGE Cl1

QPINION Al8-18
Michelle Goldberg
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A WOMAN whoe gave her name only as Inna. 53, eries in her destroyed house in Ozera. near I(:. v, Ukraluo.

‘Russia 1s failing,” Blinken says

After their Kyiv visit, Austin wants to sec Moscow ‘weakened’

By NaBIiH BULOS,
Lavkrasa KING
AND JENNY JARVIE

DNIPRO, Ukraine — U.S.
Secretary of State Antony J.
Blinken declared Monday
that “Russia is failing™ in its
war aims, as new fighting
flared in Ukraine’s eastern
battle zmone and Russian

forces reportedly aimed =
round of airstrikes at railway
facilities in the country's
west and center.

Defense Secretary Lloyd
J. Austin ITI, who traveled
with Blinken to the Ukrain-
ia caplital to meet with
ident Volodymyr Zelen-
sky on Sunday, made it clear
that Washington's goals ex-
tend far beyond seeing

Ukraine
forces.
He said he wanted to see
Russia “weakened to the
point” where it cannot
mount such aggression

repel  Moscow's

Tn.

Blinken and Austin made
their remarks to reporters
after crossing into Poland
from Ukraine, after the first
official TLS. wvisit to Kyiv

since the war began two
months ago. In a show of
support, the two announced
a fresh infusion of $300 mil-
lion in military aid and a re-
vived U.S. diplomatic pres-
ence in Ukraine.

“The first step in winning
is believing that you can
win,” Austin said after the
visit. "We believe that they

[See Ukraine, A4]

Trump
held in
contempt
in N.Y.
civil case

He’s fined $10,0000 a
day until he complies
with a records search.

By LARRY NEUMEIS

ER

NEW YORK — A New
York judge found former
President Trump in con-
tempt of court and set in mao-
tion $10,000 daily fines Mon-
day for failing to adeguately
respond to a subpoena is-
sued by the state's attorney
general as part of a civil in-
wvestigation into his business
dealings.

Judge Arthur Engoron
said a contempt finding was
appropriate because Trump
and his lawyers hadn’t
shown they had conducted a
proper search for records
sought by the subpoena.

“Mr. Trump, T know you
take your business seriously,
and I take mine seriousky,"”
Engoron said in a Manhat-
tan courtrcom that was
packed with reporters but
absent of Trump. “1 hereby
hold you in civil contempt
and fine you $10,000 a day’
until the terms of the sub-
poena are met.,

[See Trump, AT]
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LGBTQ Disney employees and supporters stage a walkout last month in Burbank

to protest the o

ETLERATEY

approach to a Florida bill dubbed “Don’t Say Gay.”

For .GBTQ Californians,
laws elsewhere spark worry

By EMILY ALFERT REYES,
Lavira NEWBERRY.
MeLIsSSA GOMER

anND Lavra J. NELSON

Cray. lesbian, bisexual
and transgender Califor-
nians hawve watched with
alarm and sadness in recent
weeks as lawmakers in the
Midwest and South have de-
bated the rights of LGBTQ
people within their borders.

Armong the issue:
whether transgender chi
dren can play in youth
sports leagues or on high
school teams, whether

teachers can discuss same-
sex relationships in  the
classroom and whether par-
ents who help their children
seek gender-affirming care
will be investigated for
abuse

For many, the debates
feel deflating and jarring af-
ter years of apparent prog-
ress. They fear that the rhet-
oric and legislation will con-
tinue to barrel forward
across the country, leading
to a clawback of important

5! a double-
edged sword,” said Madin
Lopes, founder of the non-

profit ProjectQ, which gives
free haircuts to unhoused
LGBTE youths in Los Ange-
les. “The more we show our-
selves and stand tall and
proud in who we are, the op-
position has a direction to
point in when they want to
say there's something
wrong. The louder we get,
the louderthey get.™
For Robert Gamboa, a
gay man who serves as pol-
icy advocacy manager of the
Los Aangeles LGBT Center,
the proposed bills send a
clear message; “I Lan'L (=]
home in the same way.”
[See LGBTQ,. AT]

Supreme Court

leans for coach

He says he had a froe-
e right to pray at

pubhr high school foothall

games. NATION, A8

Big push for film
on the big sereen
As streamers sag, Holly-
wood is selling its prod-
uct to CinemaCon’s
exhibitors. CALENDAR, Ed

Texas mom wins
stay of execution
Doubts grow as to
whether Melissa Lucio
fatally beat 2-year-old
daunghter, NATION, A12

Weather
Partly sunny.
L.A. Basin;: 81/

85944 ‘DDEOO

latimes.com

‘Twitter agrees
to $44-billion
buyout by Musk

By Sam Dean
AaND Russ MITOCHELL

Elon Musk's bid to buy
Twitter and take the com-
pany private succeeded
Monday, I days after the
world™s wealthiest man first
announced that he'd like to
buy the social media com-
pany

“Free speech is the bed-
rock of a functioning democ-
racy, and Twitter is the dig-
ital town square where mat-
ters vital to the future of hu-
manity are debated.” Musk
said in a statement an-
nouncing the board's ap-
proval of the $44-billion deal.
“I also want to make Twitter
better than ever by enhanc-
ing the product with new
features, making the algo-
rithms open source to in-
crease trust, defeating the
spam bots, and authenticat-
ing all humans.™

The company’s leader-
ship initially tried to fend off
the bid, adopting a “poison
pill measure that would
malke a hostile takeowver dif-
ficult.

But Musk announced
that he had $46.5 billion in fi-
nancing lined up in fillngs
with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission on
Thursday, prompting Twit-
ters board to meet Sunday
to discuss the bid. After that
meeting, the board opened
negotiations with Musk that
stretehed late into the night,
according to reporting by
the New York Times.

The deal values Twitter
stock at about £54 a share,
above the $3% that the stock
was trading at before
Musk's interest in the com-
pany became clear in early
April. when he purchased a
9% stake in the company.
but also well below the
stoclk's 2021 high of $77 a
share.

After the news of the deal
went out, Twitter shares
rose 5.7% to §
of Monday's tra

In a wirtual all-hands
meeting Monday afternoon,
Twitter Chief Executive
Parag Agraswal said that lay-
offs are not planned “at this
time.”™

In response to an em-
ployee guestion about rein-
stating the Twitter account
of former President Trump,
Reuters reported  that
Agrawal said, “Onece the
deal closes, we don't know
which direction the plat-
form will go.™

Musk stated that his in-
terest in Twitter is motivat-

[Sae Twitter, AD]

Death knell for
#BlackTwitter?

Activists will flee Musk's
platform, writes Erika .
Smith. cariFoRNLA, BL

A deceptively
quirky strategy
“As deals go, it was fast,
it was furious,™ one ex-
Ppert SsAVs. BUSINESS, A8

ICYMI,
the GOP
is giddy
over this
purchase

Conservatives who
chafe against bans and
content moderation
are celebrating.

BY MELANIE MASON

With tweets laden with
exclamation marks and cel-
ebratory hashtags, Republi-
cans on Monday made their
mood abundantly eclear:
They were elated by the
news Elon Musk was buying
Twikter,

“WELCOME BACE
FIRST AMENDMENT!™
blared Rep. Jody Hice (R-
Gay, in all caps. A Twitter
survey by Sen. Ted Cru=z
asked if Musk's purchase
was a good thing, with the
only options to answer being
e or “no, I hate free
speech.” His fellow Texan,
Rep. John Carter, signaled
his approval with no words
at all; three clapping-hands
emajis were sufficient.

A pot-smoking, meme-
posting evangelist for elec-
tric vehicles may be an un-
likely hero for conservatives.
But the Tesla chiefl execu-
tive's amorphous vow to re-
store free speech to the so-
cial media platform has
resonated among Republi-
cans, who see themselves —
starting with their de facto

[Sec Consarvatives, A0]

Desalination plant:
boon or boondoggle?

By lan JaMeEs

Among the many com-
plex arguments over water
in California, one particu-
larly heated debate centers
on whether the state should
seek more drinking water
from a plentiful but expen-
sive source: the Pacific
Ocean.

The debate has reached a
critical stage in Huntington
Beach, where Poseidon Wa-
ter has been trying for more
than two decades to bulld
one of the country’s largest
desalination plants. The
California Coastal Comimis-
sion is scheduled to wvote
next month on whether to

April showers
didn"t help much

Despite recent storms,
state still faces a major
drought. CALIFORNLA, Bi

grant a permit to build the
plant.

The California Coastal
Commission is scheduled to
wote next month on whether
to grant a permit to build the
plant. But in a stance that
could hinder the company’s
plans, the agency’'s stafl rec-
ommended on Monday that
the commission reject the
project.,

[See Plant, A12]
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puts Musk
in control
of Twilter

‘esla CE('s views on
speech and transparency
could signal site changes

By Doveras MacMiLoan,
Farz Sipniqui,
BacHEL LERMAN
AND Tavior TELFORD

SAN FRANCISCO — Elon Musk
acquired Twitter for $44 billion on
Monday, the company an-
nounced, giving the world’s rich-
est person command of a highly
influential social media site that
serves as A platform for political
leaders, a sounding board for ex-
perts across industries and an in-
formation hub for millions of ev-
eryday users.

The acquisition followed weeks
of evangelizing on the necessity of
"“free speech.” as the Tesla CED
seized on Twitter's role as the “de
facto town sguare™ and took wm-
brage with content moderation
efforts he views as an escalation
toward censorship. He said he
sees TWitter as essential to the
functioning of democracy and
said the economics are not a con-
DETTL.

Ownership of Twitter gives
Musk power over hugely conse-
quential societal and political is-
sues, perhaps most significantly
the han on former president Don-
ald Trump that the site enacted in
response to the Jan. 6, 2021, Capi-
tol riot.

Under the terms of the deal,
Twitter will become a private com-
pany and shareholders will re-
ceive $54.20 per share, the compa-
ny said in a news release. The deal
is expected to close this vear.

“Free speech is the bedrock of a
functioning democracy, and Twit-
ter is the digital town sqoare
where matters vital to the future
of humanity are debated” Musk
said in the release. “I also want to
make Twitter better than ever by
enhancing the product with new
features, making the algorithms
open source to increase trust, de-

SEE MUSK ON A17

Ground battle may

WASUIFDGH! CHIBN, MGEMCE FRAMCE-PRESSE/ GETTY IMAGES.

A Ukrainlan service member examines a Russian missile’s booster stage that fell In a fleld In Bohodarove, east Ukraine, on Monday.
Equipment Is belng rushed to Ukralne before troops are caught in a maneuver that would bring them under attack firom two sides.

As bombs fall. a Ukrainian professor
leaches economics — and survival

BY SYDNEY TRENT

train station in Kramatorsk. Daoz-
ens will die, including children,
all while the world still reels

PHILADELPHIA — The sprawling
stone house dark and qui
the grandcl ren fast asleep,
when Iryna Pyenska opens her
laptop at the kitchen table at 1:20
am.

In Ukraine, which is seven
hours ahead, her students at
Eharkiv National University of
Karazin — scattered and shelter-
ing as bombs fall — are greeting
the morning.

Ru is preparing a massive
offensive in  easterm Ukraine,
and, before the 44th day of this
brutal invasion is over, Russian

from the discovery of the massa-
cre of civilians the previous week
in Bucha, a suburhb of the capital,
Eyiv.

Pyenska, &1, puts on metal-
fra glasses and stares directly
at the Zoom sereen on her com-
puter. Her daughter, Kateryna
Tulio, 29, sits at the wooden table
to interpret for a visitor. A small
pendant lamp casts a n glow.

Slowly, the squares begin to
light up on Pyenska's laptop —
one, two; then a few minutes

Iryna Pyenska teaches a class at Ukraine's Kharkiv National
University of Karazin on Zoom from her daughter's home ln
Fhlladelphia, which Is seven hours behind, on April 11.

forces will have shelled crowds of
civilians fleeing the region at a

pass, and more squares light wp.
Three students in the profes-
SEE PROFESSOR ON Al

War crimes cases: LS. seeks
1o assist prosecutions. A13

Qil protest: Activists try to block
@ tanker in Morway. ALS

mark war’s turn

U.S. OFFICIALS SAY
NEXT PHASE IS KEY
West speeds weapons
to Kyiv ahead of assault

By Karenw DeYouna

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, GERMANY
— LS tary officials assess
] . and perhaps deci-
sive, phase of the Ukraine war is
shaping up in the eastern part of
the country, where Russian
troops may surround Ukrainian
forces in hopes of pummeling
them in an epic, long-distance
ground battle reminiscent of the
last century.

New LS. shipments of heavy
artillery and counter-artillery ra-
dar, tactical drones, armored ve-
hicles and other equipment are
being rushed to Ukraine hefore
tens of thousands of troops,
amounting to up to half of the
TUkrainian army, are caught in a
“double envelopment™ manewver
that would bring the under
simultanecus attack from two
sides.

The Ukrainians are located in
a porth-south crescent between
deep Russian lines in the south-
eastern Donbas region, and a
potential pincer movement to

SEE WAR ON A1z

L.S. names new
ambassador alter
officials visit Ky

By Missy Rvan,
Jounw Hunson
AnD AnnaeELLE Trimsim

President Biden named a new
ambassador to Ukraine on Mon-
day after his top diplomat and
defense official embarked on a
risky visit to the war-torn country,
pledging inereased military assis-
tance and a return of America’s
presence after a hasty
n February.

The cloak-and-dagger visit by
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-
tin was meant to hail Ukraines

SEE UKRAINE OF Al

Biden hits road to drive
midterm me

As president campaigns,
Democrats wrestle with
prehensive strategy

BY Tvier PAGER

PORTLAND, ORE. — President
Biden has stepped up his domes-
tic travel schedule, hitting the
districts of numerous vulnerable
Democrats. He has resumed in-
person fundraising. And he is
fine-tuning a message eriticizing
the GOF as an off-the-rails force
that “ain’t your father's Republi-
can Party”

As an anxious Democratic Par-
ty burtles toward the midterm
elections led by a president whose
approval ratings have dropped
precipitonsly, RBiden is beginning
to put the pieces together for an
aggressive campaign to help limit
Democratic losses in November.

But it's an effort some in the

sage home

party say is long overdwe, and
despite Bidens ramped-up ef-
forts, there is no finalized, com-
prehensive strategy for the mid-
terms inside the White House.
There’s no overarching document
that outlines the presidents in-
wolvement in key races, nor a set
message that will carry the party
through Movember, according to
multiple people familiar with the
situation who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to talk candidly.

Even the president has ae-
knowledged he is struggling to
convey to voters what his adr
istration has accomplished,
cluding a covid relief package, an
infrastructure bill and creating
millions of jobs.

“1 admit to you, what I haven’t
done — and the reason I'm getting
out on the road again instead of
dealing with the day-to-day emer-
gencies in my office — is making
the case of what we've done”
Biden said Thursday at a Demo-
cratic fundraiser in Portland, Ore.

SEE BIDEN ON A4

Fear and Mrustration over China’s covid rules

A

WLER PLAEVSKY EPAEFE SHUTTERSTOON

A guarantined »
continues. In Beijing, residents worry that Shanghai-style restrictions are coming
after officials reported a cluster of cases and ordered mass testing. Story, A8

side Monday as Shanghai's coronavirus lockdown

Sniper’s link
to D.C. school
he targeted is
still unclear

By PETER HERMANN
AND JULIE Zavzvmer WEIL

D.C. Police Chief Robert J. Con-
tee [T1 said the sniper who sprayed
bullets across the Van Ness neigh-
borhood in Morthwest Washing-
ton on Friday had his sights on a
nearby private school, firing more
than 200 bullets out his apart-
ment window, with about 800 un-
spent rounds in his residenece.

“The school was certainly in his
crosshairs” Contee said, referring
tothe shooter as a “lone-wolf snip-
er”

Raymond Spencer had six fire-
arms in the apartment on Van
Ness Street, including three fully
automatic rifles, the chief saidata
news conference Monday. He said
police found thousands more
rounds of ammunition inside an-
other residence in Fairfax County

SEE SHOOTING ON AlS
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2008 conviction in the pist was sentenced to life missions system can stay

it at the suburb’s community center has
ve board election. BI

An Adr Foree general
was found guilty of sex-
ual assault, the first
court-martial and con-
vietion of a general offi-
cerin the branch’s his-
tory. A2

The Supreme Court’s
conservative majority
secmed to sympathize
with a high school foot-
ball coach who was fired
after leading postgame
prayers on the ficld. As
A Texas court issued a
stay of execution for
Melissa Lurio, whose

death of her 2-year-old in prison in a case hu- in place as alegal battle
danghter has come un- man rights groups have overitcontinues. Bl
der scrutiny. A6 dismissed as politically A West Virginia priest
A New York judge motivated. Ars said he faced a tough
agreed to fine Donald choice after presiding

Trump $10,000 for easch
day hc fails to provide
business records sought
in acivil probe. A7

THE WORLD

French President Em-
manuel Macron fiaces an
intense road ahead as he
seeks Lo unite a divided
country. A%

A Tarkish philanthro-

THE ECONOMY
MNational labor groups
are offering support to
the Amazon Labor
Union as they seek to
make their own inrods
at the company. A16

THE REGION

The Supreme Court
ruled that Thomas Jef-
ferson High Schools ad-

overa secret DC. funeral
for fetal remains. He
buried them in an undis-
closed location. Bl

The family of Ryan
LeRoux, fatally shot by
police in Montgomery
County, filed alawsuit
arguing that officers are
insufficiently trained to
deal with mental health
erises. Bl

STYLE
Tough act followed
Baanie Feldstain is just
shy of a8 star turn in
“Furnimy Girl.” C1

HEALTH & SCIENCE

Medical mystery
Dirugs just weren't fixing
his blood pressara. E1
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Bilionario Elon
Musk compra por
US$ 44 bi o Twitter

Aquisigao por dono da Tesla, critico de moderagaoa
usuario, € uma das maiores da histdria e pode mudar rede

PIORA DA COVID NA CHINA PREOCUPA MERCADOS

Funcionario usa desinfetante em spray dentro de sala de cinema em Shenyang; bolsas ope-
raram sob temor de ruptura no abastecimento, e délar fechou perto de R$ 4,90 Mercado a1

Lula silencia sobre
indulto, e petistas
veem armadilha

Lula (PT) tem se mantido
em siléncio diante do in-
dulto concedido por Jair
Bolsonaro (PL) a Daniel

Silveira. Segundo petistas,
a avaliaciao ¢ de que nio
se deve cair na agenda do
presidente. Para eles, ame-
dida foi armadilha de Bol-
sonaro para ditar a pauta
das eleigoes. Politica as

Barroso cala; Supremo tenta
reatar com demais Poderes

Diante da crescente tensio
entre o Supremo Tribunal
Federal e o Col SS0 € O
Planalto, que culminou na
declaracio do ministro Luis
Roberto Barroso sobre as
Forgas Armadas seremori-
entadasaatacaremosistema
eleitoral, ing tesda corte
buscam refazer pontes para
evitar serem surpreendidos.

0 indulto individual a Da-
niel Silveira, por exemplo,
nio era esperado pelo STE

Para miti acrise, Barro-
so calousobre nota em que
militares o acusam de ofensa
grave. O texto emitido pelo
ministro da Defesa, general
Paulo Sérgio Nogueira de
Oliveira, recebew aval presi-
dencial prévio. PoliticaAdans

O Twilter aceitou, nesta se-
gunda-feira (25), aofertade
US$ 44 bilhdes (R$ 214 bi-
Ihoes) feita pelo bilionario
Elon Musk para comprar a
rede social. A decisio ocorre
apds o conselho de adminis-
tracac da empresa aprovar
a oferta feita aos acionistas.

A aquisicao é uma das mai-
ores da histdria corporariva
edari poder ao novo propri-
etdrio para controlar o que
ele definiu como a “praga
piiblica de fato do mundo”

Vinicius Sassine
Capitdo e generais
S50 uma coisa so
O mandato de Jair Bolso-
naro teve um efeito peda-
gogico. Serviu para que se
enxergasse as claras: Bol-
sonaro e generats do Exér
cito sa0 uma coisa so.
Ninguém modera nin-
guém; visoes de mundo
sa0 coincidentes; cargos
e benesses pavimentam
auniio. Opinido A2

Musk se descreve como
umabsolutista da liberdade
de expressio e € um critico
das politicas de moderacio
da plataforma, que ji baniu,
entre outros, o ex-presiden-
te dos EUA Donald Trump.

“Espero que até meus pi-
ores criticos continuem no
Twitter, porque isso € o gue
liberdade de expressao sig-
nifica”, tuitou ele ontem.

O empresario ¢ dono da
Tesla, gue produz carros
elétricos e paindéis solares.

AMALISE

Nelson de Sd

Novo dono chega
para alterar
modelo de negdcios

Musk t{uer a plataforma,
na qual ele é protagonis-
ta, incorporando uma li-
berdade de expressao “ab-
soluta”. Sem cancelamen-
LOS, QuUEe Se TOrMAaram nor
ma na virada para o gover
no Joe Biden. mercado A14

Ambiente B4

Onde caem mais raios?

indice mostra como a incidéncia nos estados
varia e avalia a chance de alguém ser atingido

5400_u1165

Esporte B7

Em ano de Copa,
selecao francesa tem
o que celebrar com
derrota de Le Pen

Cubana Virgen Frometa chora ao mostrar foto do irmao, condenado a 25 anos de prisao por participar de atos contra o regime, em Havana

INustrada C1
Elisabeth Moss
e Wagner Moura
cagam assassino
em nova série

il Luge - 29, mac 3 /AFP

Comida C8B

Fas se dividem sobre
melhor receita de
pudim de leite, lisa
ou com furinhos

R% 5,00

Também criou e vendeua
PayPal (grupo de pagamen-
tos online) e estd a frente da
SpaceX, empresavoltadapa-
ra exploracao aeroespacial.

Apos oanincio da aquisi-
¢Ao, as agdes do Twitter en-
cerraram o dia em alta de
5,66%. Fundada em 2006, a
Elatafonna possui 217 mi-

whes de usudrios e regis-
tra, em média, 500 milhdes
de postagens por dia. A re-
ceita, em 2021, foi de USS 5
bilhdes. Mercado Al4, A1S e AT

Joel P. da Fonseca
Mudanca poderd

7 5
beneficiar usudrio
Nio sei se as restrigdes
atuais no Twitter tém tido
sucesso em reduzir extre-
mismo e negacionismo na
rede. Como usudrio, asin-
teragoes toxicas, a ma-fé
€ 05 ataques pessoais sao
muito mais prejudiciais &
livre discussdo doque erros
e acertos em limitar ounio
certas opinides. Politica A10

Oposicio se
fragmenta em
Cuba diante de
condenacdes

Diante de onda de con-
denagies apos protestos
contra o regime, Cuba vé
sua oposiciao fraturada,
relata Sylvia Colombo, de
Havana. Ha quem apos-
te em saida institucional
e quem defenda a derru-
bada do poder com armas.
A repressio tem mi-
rado menores de idade,
enquanto ONGs denun-
Clam torfturas. Mumdo A1l

Governador decide
trocar comando
das policias em SP

Cotidiano BI

Furto de moto voltaa
nivel pré-Covid no estado
Levantamento aponta
que 20.532 motos foram
furtadas em 2021 em SE
Ante 20,439 e 2014, Bl

EDITORIAIS A2
Sangue frio

Sobre caso Daniel Silveira
e tensio entre os Poderes.
Impulsos franceses

A respeito de desempe-
nhode radicais na eleigcao.
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Javid urged to relax law as women
forced to travel miles to find HRT

Andrew Gregory
Denis Campbell

Sajid Javid is being urged to change
the law tolet pharmacists in England
alter prescriptions during medicine
shortages, as it emerged that some
women are travelling hundreds of
miles to seek hormone replacement
therapy products.

The Tesla boss
will soonbein
charge of a social
media company
with 217 million
global users

FHOTOGRAFH: BRENDAN
SMIALOWSK TY

$44bn deal
Musk wins
fight to
take over

Twitter

5400_u1165

Calls for the health secretary toact
came after acute shortages of some
HRT products, which are used by
about 1 million women in the UK to
treat symptoms of the menopause.

Claire Anderson, the president of
the Royal Pharmaceutical Society,
said pharmacists should be able to
dispensesubstitute versions of medi
cines on prescription without having
tocontact the prescriber every time.

Dan Milme and Kari Paul

Elon Musk and Twitter have agreed a
$44bn (£35bn) takeover deal thatwill
give the world's richest man control
of a social network with more than
200 million users.

Thesale puts the Tesla chiefexec-
utive in charge of a company that he

Thelaw in England currently stip-
ulates they must provide only the
exact prescription. The proposed
shake-up would also let community
pharmacists make changes to quan-
tities, strength and formulation of
HRTand other medicines dispensed.

“At the moment pharmacists can-
notamend preseriptions for HRT, 50
havetorefer women back totheir GPs
when a medicine is not available,”

has frequently criticised for not liv-
ing up to its potential as a platform
for “free speech™.

The deal last night comes after
weeks of speculation, triggered by
Musk's emergence as Twitter's largest
single sharehalder on 4 April,

At first, Twitter's board seemed
opposed to a deal, adopting a meas-
ure known as a poison pill that
could have made a takeover attempt

Anderson said. “Enabling phar-
macists to do so will save time for
patients, pharmacists and doctors,
as well as lessening the anxiety for
women waiting for medicines.”

On Sunday, Javidannounced plans
toappoint an HRT tsar to get to grips
with the shortages. The number of
HRT products prescribed in Eng
land has more than doubled in the
past five years, contributing to stocks

prohibitively expensive, But its ini-
tial reluctance appeared to fadeafter
Musk confirmed a funding pack-
age for the deal - including $21bn of
his own money - and shareholders
warmed toit.

“Free speech is the bedrock of a
functioning democracy, and Twit-
ter is the digital town square where

matters vital to the future @e
of humanity are debated,”

running low, while manufacturers
have reported supply problems.
Some women are sharing prescrip-
tions of travelling hundreds of miles
to source products, and there are
fears some may be becoming suicidal
asaresult of their debilitating meno
pause symptoms going untreated.
Anderson said she welcomed
Javid's vow to recruit an
HRT tsar but cautioned

Don't force
staff back
into offices,
PM warned

Exclusive
Rowena Mason
Jessica Elgot
Aubrey Allegretti

The UK’s top civil servant has pri-
vately warned Boris Johnson against
forcing government workers back
to the office amid growing anger in
Whitehall over “scare tactics”, the
Guardian has learned.

Alongside Simon Case, at least four
permanent secretaries - the most sen-
iorcivil servants in their department

are understood to have raised alarm
over rhetoric designed to encourage
staff to return to their desks.

Spot checks on office working by
Jacob Rees-Mogg, including “sorry
vou were out when [ visited” notes
left on empty Whitehall desks, have
led to the Cabinet Office minister
being branded “the milk monitor”
by disgruntled officials.

Case told the prime minister over
theweekend that Rees-Mogg's strat-
egy was going too far, ANo 10 source
said Case was fullv on board with a
return to more face-to-face working.

Yesterday Downing Street backed
Rees-Mogg's approach amid a rift
with the culture secretary, Nadine

Dorries, who had labelled oe
it “Dickensian™.




