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etflix shares fell 35%

on Wednesday, record-
ing their worst day sinee
2004, after the company re-
ported that it lost subscrib-
ers in the first quarter. Al, Ad

# Tesla posted a more than
sevenfold increase in firse-
profit to reach a record
as Musk said the firm could
boost wehicle output more
than expected this year. Al
# Musk, in a cryptic tweel
hinted at the prospect of
launching a tender offer to
acquire Twitter. B2

# U.5. home prices

15% to a record in March
while mortgage rates con-
tinued to rise rapidly,
slowing home sales. A1

#* U.S. stock indexes ended
mixed, with the S&P 500
and Nasdaqg losing 0.06%.
and 1.2%, respectively, and
the Dow adding 0.7%. B11

# PEG posted its biggest
gquarterly sales gain in de-
cades, but executives warned
that shoppers may begin
to balk at rising prices. B1

* Carvana, a star
that has suffered during the
recovery, reported its first-ewver
drop in quarterly sales and
said it would raise capital. Bl
# Just Eat is considering
sellirg Grubhub after the sub-
sidiary posted a decline in or-
ders following a boom in sales
during Covid lockdowns. B1

# United Airlines reported a
loss but said it would return
to profitability in the current
guarter and for the year. B2

# Icahn is urging Elack-
Rock and others to support
his proxy fight at McDonald’s
for better treatment of
pregnant pigs. BS

World- Wide

S —

+ Russian forces made in-
cremental gains in their
offensive in eastern
Ukraine's Donbas region,
as the West rushed more
weapons to the cutgunned
Ukrmman military. Al, AS-6
owersaw the first
lest—lal.mchcrfan ICEM that
he said would make those
threatening his country
“think twice,” in his latest
nuclear saber-rattling. AS

+ The Justice Department
said it would appeal a federal
Judge’s ruling invalidating
a mask mandate for public
ransportation after the CDC
said such an order remains
necessary for public health. Ad
# Federal prosecutors
charged about 20 people in
the past two weeks with al-
legedly engaging in various
fraud schemes related to
the Covid-19 pandemic. A4
# The Republican-led
Florida Senate passed a bill
that would eliminate a spe-
cial tax district that allows
Disney to govern the land
where its theme parks sit. A3

of a widening conflict. AT

# French President Ma-
cron and far-right contender
Le Pen clashed in a televised
debate, the only one before
day’s runoff election. A8
+ “Rust™ producers were
fined nearly $137,000 by a
New Mexico agency for
safety lapses in connection
with last year’s fatal sl
ing on a set for the movie, AZ

L

B 2022 Dow Jares & Company, e
A Fights Aesened

Macron, Le Pen Face Off Ahead of Sunday’s French Election

Russia Presses

Ukrainian control. Russia has
insisted on an unconditional
surrender and kept pounding
the Ukrainian forces—who are
mastly holed up in the Azovstal
steel plant—with artillery and
airstrikes.

th fighting intensifying.
the Biden administration is
considering sending another
£300 million in military aid to
Ukraine to boost its defenses
against Russia.

President Viadimir Putin of
Russia, meanwhile, owersaw the
test-launch of & nuclear-capable
intercontinental ballistic mis-
sile that he said would force

By Yarosvav TroFrmov

PAVLOHRAD, Ukraine—Rus-
sian forces made incremental
gains on Wednesday in their of-
fensive in eastern Ukraine’s
Donbas region, as the West
rushed more weapons to the
cutgunned Ukrainian military.

In the Donbas port city of
Mariupol, besieged by Russian
forces since late February,
Ukrainian defenders said time
was running out and asked to
be evacuated to a third country,
alongside the wounded and the
civilians sheltering in the
shrinking area still under

PARIS MATCH: French President Emmanuel Macron and far-right contender Marine Le Pen clashed in a televised debate
Wednesday, the only one before Sunday’s runoff, as voters’ economic worries dominated the campaigns. A2, AB

Eastern Front
As West Sends Ukraine Arms

those who are threatening his
country “to think twice ™

Ukraine's General Staff said
Wednesday that Russian forces
had tried to attack the Ukrai-
nian-controlled part of Donbas
from the north and northwest,
with artillery barrages followed
by probes of weak points in
Ukraine’s defenses along the
front line.

After seizing the town of
Kreminna owver the weekend
and advancing toward the wvil-
lages of Torske and Zelena Do
Iyma, Russian forces are re-
grouping ahead of an expected
new push toward the town of

Lyman, northeast of Slovyansk,
one of the main cities in Ukrai-
nian-held Donbas, the Ukrai-
nian military said. Russian
forces also entered the village
of Dibrovne north of Slovyansk,
the military said.

Ukraine is reinforcing its
units in the area while tryving to
counterattack southeast of the

Pleaseturn topage A5

# Putin oversees test launch of
missile AS

Netflix
Shares
Fall 35%,
Its Rivals
Drop, Too

Pershing Square sold
its stake at a loss,
Ackman says; stock
is down 62% this year

By Carrian OSTROFF
Ann Gumaar Banesro

Metflix Inc. shares fell 35%
on Wednesday, recording their
worst day since 2004, after
the streaming giant reported
that it lost subscribers in the
first quarter.

william Ackman, the bil-
lionaire investor whose fund
bought more than three mil-
lion shares of Netflix in Janu-
ary, said Wednesday that the
fund had sold its stake at a
loss. In a letter to investors,
Mr. Ackman wrote that Netflix
weould reduce returns at the
fund, Pershing Square, by 4
percentage points. That im-
plies a loss of around $400
million.

In January, Mr. Ackman
said MNetflix sported an “at-
tractive valuation™; on
Wednesday he wrote, “We
have lost confidence in our
ability to predict the com-
pany's future prospects.”

The stock was the S&P
500" waorst performer of the
day. The shares shed maore
than a third of their walue,
finishing down $122.42 to
$226.19.

Investors had expected that

Please turn topage A4

#+ Kremlin promotes domestic
soclabmedia platforms.... AS

# US. and allies walk out on
Russia at G-20 mesating_... A&

+ Madison Avenue welcomes
Idea of Metfilx with ads..... ad

# Heard on the Street: Company
faces long intermission..._. B12

The Oligarch With
The Most to Lose

Steel magnate Alexey Mordashov built
Western ties and stayed out of politics

By ANGEL AU-YEUNG
Anp STV Woo

ferred a roughly $1 billion
stake to Marina Mordashowa,
the mother of four of his
other children, according to
public documents and the
person close to the oligarch.,
Later that day, the European
Union froze his European as-
sets,

Western governments have
levied a barrage of sanctions
rargeting Russian tyocoons
with penalties meant to strip
away their wealth and finan-
cially isolate them. Govern-
ments hope they might -

In late December, brothers
Nikita and Kirill Mordashowv
did as their father asked and
transferred their shares in a
mining company to the Bus-
sian oligarch. Alexey Mor-
dashov had given his children
stakes in the family business
as part of a succession plan
but decided they weren't
quite ready, according to a
person close to him.

Two months later, after
Russia invaded Ukraine, My
Mordashov was racing to get
those shares off his hands
again. This time, he trans-

Putin into ending the war.
Mr. Mordashow, 56, has
Please turn fo page AG

PERSONAL JOURNAL
Employers boost
efforts to stand out as
they woo recruits an
college campuses. A9

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Procter & Gamble
posts big sales gain
but warns consumers
may pull back. B1

Tesla’s Profit Hits
Record as It Looks
To Boost Output

By REsEcca ELLiorT

Tesla Inc. posted a greater
than sevenfold increase in
first-quarter profit to reach a
record as Chief Executive Elon
Musk said the company could
boost vehicle production more
than expected this year despite
supply-chain bottlenecks and
disTuptions in China.

Mr. Musk said on Wednes-
day that Tesla likely would
produce more than 1.5 million
wehicles in 2022, up more than
60% over last vear. The com-
pany’s long-term goal is to in-
crease vehicle deliveries by an
average of 50% annually. Pro-
duction in China would recover
strongly, he said.

The world’s largest car com-

pany by walue is recowvering
from a shutdown at its Shang-
hai factory, where work was
suspended March 28 because
of strict government measures
meant to slow the spread of
Covid-19. Tesla said it lost
about a month of production

from the shutdowrn.
“Shanghai is coming back
with a vengeance,” Mr. Musk
said as the company reported
that les in the first three
manths of the yvear had jumped
about 80% from a year earlier
to $18.76 billion, generating a
record profit of $3.32 hillion.
That topped the previous high
Flease furn to page >

* Musk offers hint of his

intentions for Twitter - B2

‘Bing Bong!” Why the New York
Subway Sound Is Everywhere

Old closing-door tone is suddenly
, TikTok trend

doors, please.”

Lately, the bing bong has
moved beyond the city. Presi-
dent Biden joined the Jonas
Erothers for a vaccine PSA on
TikTok using the sound. Cof-
fee-and-breakfast chain
Dunkin® has used it in an ad.

In Little Rock, Ark., Justin
Buck began dropping "bing
bong™ into comversations be-

a national catchphras

By HALEY VELASCO

Ome of teacher Ashley
LaGrow’s students was using
the classroom's bathroom in
Bettendorf, lowa, when the
third-grader sang out a refrain
once reserved for New York
City's underground,

“1 was at my small group
rable, teaching my kids,"” says
Ms. LaGrow, 28. “All of a sud-
demn, I hear ‘bing bong, bing
bong.™ Within seconds, .
the whole group
joined in, and a cho-
rus of bing bongs
stalled their lesson.

The tone, dating
back nearly nine de-
cades, usually fol-
lows a voice telling

cause “It just got stuck in my
head.”

Mr. Buck, the 32-
year-old executive
director of an addic-
tion-recovery non-
profit, first heard it
on TikTok. “I started
| saying it,” he says,
“but I didn't kmow
what the context was

Mew York subway . because I live in Ar-
riders to “stand % = Please turnto
clear of the rsing Stand clear Ppage A9

Housing Market Frenzy Eases
As Prices Still March Higher

By Nrcove FRIEDMAN

L5, home prices soarved 15%
to a record in March while
mortgage rates continued to
rise rapidly, slowing home
sales in what has been the
hottest housing market in
more than 15 vears.

Existing-home sales fell
2.7% last month from Febru-
ary, the National Association
of Realtors said Wednesday.
March sales fell 4.5% from a
vear earlier.

The rise of remote work
and the pursuit of more space
unleashed a powerful wave of
home buying when Cowid-19-
related lockdowns started to
ease in the middle of 2020,
The frenzied housing market,
supported by ultralow interest
rates at the time, lifted home
prices throughout the country.
Homes for sale often stayed on
the market for less than a
month, and sometimes only

U5, existing-home sales,
change from a maenth earlier

March 2021

days, while open houses could

draw lines arcund the block.
Mow, that frenzy is starting

to ease and the wvolume of

home sales is reverting to pre-
pandemic levels, said Law-
rence Yun, chief economist for
the National Association of
Realtors. With mortgage rates
at 5% and back to their high-
est level since 2011, Mr. Yun
said he expects home sales in
2022 to decline 10% from last
vear.

The combination of higher
borrowing rates and an ex-
tremely low inventory of homes
for sale has led some buyers to
give up. Purchase mortgage ap-
plication volume was down 3%
last week from a week earlier
and declined 14% from a year
ago, according to the Mortgage
Bankers Association’s season-
ally adiusted index.

“We do see a lot of serious,
preapproved buyers that were
ready to go just a month ago,
and now thev're not in the
market anymore,” said Monika
Prasai, a real-estate agent in

Please turn to page A2
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Department of Japan

Ministry behind postwar economic

miracle needs new life —eic rREAD, PAGE 13

Past caring

Why a little nostalgia can be good
for you — JEMIMA KELLY, PAGE 14

Systems to rein in excessive pay are
not working —eroOOKE MASTERS, PAGE 15

Netflix battered as subscriber
fall shocks streaming market

e 2mn set to ditch service @ Decade-long rise ends @ News knocks nearly 40% off value

CHRISTOPHER GRIMES — LOS ANGELES
AMD HARRIET CLARFELT — LOHE-ON
Hetflix lost close to 40 per cent of its
market value, a decline of almost
$60bn, afier it revealed that its once-
blistering subscriber growth had gone
Ento reverse, raising questions about the
future of the global streaming market.

The world s largest streaming service
sald late on Tuesday that its decade-
bong mun of subscriber growth, which
had powered its share price, had come
toan emd inthe first quarier of this year.
The company expects to shed 2mn sub-
scribers in the current quarter, having
alresdy lost about 200,000 in the prewvi-
ous three months.

Market saturation, especially in the
US and Canada, skgnalled that it kad
become “harder to grow membership”
insome regions, the company said.

By lunchtime in Mew York yesterday
the company’s shares had fallen $125.47
o $225. 14, afall of 36 per cent.

“We have witnessed a company go
From a growth darling to growth purga-
tory in an instant,” Michael Mathanson,
analyst at MoffettNathanson, wrotein a
research mote.

The news reverberated across the
media industry, hitting shares in tradi-
tlonal groups such as Disney, Para-
mount and WarnerBrothers Discovery
that have spent billions in an effort to
emulate the Metflix streaming model.
Together, videa streaming companies
are expected to spend in excess of
$100bn this year on content to attract
subscribersto thelr services.

HMetflix acknowledged that competi-
tors were eathg Into its audience and
vowed to improve the quality of its pro-
gramming. Rich Greenfleld, an analyst
at Lightshed Partners, said that Netflix's
content “is simply not resonating rela-
tive to the level of spend ™, which he pat
atab=out $17bn a year.

“Metflix should be creating signifi-
cantly more must-see TV serles and
movies that become ongoing fran-

chises” hesaid.

Beljing urged to switch
to non-Chinese vaccines

Chira's fight agairst its worst Covid-1%
surge has been hampered by the
waakness of i1 homegrown vacdnes
and now scientists are urging Beljing
to find alternatives. Take-up of booster
doses Is low but one scientist says
third shots for Chinese jabs should be
S 2% cOmplating & minimum courss
rather than a top-up. Now China faces
hawing 1o ovancome its reluctance to
approwe foreign labs to prevent a huge
death toll, or Inflict stricher lockdowns.
Schentists push s PAGE &

The company also pledged to crack
down on the estimated 100mn house-
holds that share other users” accounts.
“It feels like something Metflix should
have done anyway and years age,” said
one top-10 shareholder. “Not just
because they missed their quarterly
numbers” Reed Hastings, co-chief
executive, sald the company was work-
Ing “super hard” onthe crack dewn.

Netflix

new cobort of subscribers”.

Audiences, searching the
Lex. sofa for spare change in
Page 16 hard times, are peeling off.
Plenty would rather forgo
their monthly subscription
than a couple of lattes

beeSpotify slid almost 12 per cent.

‘Wimbledon calls time on Russian and -

Hastings alse surprised Investors by
announcing plans to bunsch an advertis-
Ing-supported verskon of Netflix — a
step he had bong resisted. But that move,
which analysts generally weloomed, is
expected totake “a year ortwe,” he said.

Thee top-10 MNetflix shareholder said
such a service had the potential to can-
nibalise the company’s existing business
“but it could alsoallow Metflix to growa

Wali Disney, owner of the Disney
Plus, fell as much as 5.5 per cent by
hunchtime, while streaming platform
and hardware business Roku dropped
I ko B per cent. Muskc streaming serv-

Sreaming services and other compa-
mies that pros pered in the pandemic had
“lost a lot of value during the past few

months”, sald Patrick Armstrong, chief
investment officer at Plurimi Group.
“The market was expecting this but
nobody expected the [Netflix] sub-
scriber losses ko be as dramatic as they
were.”

The US 858 500 index backed the fall
In Metflix shares, trading broadly flat in
the early aftermoon. But Metflix was a
drag on the tech-heavy Nasdag Com-
posite, which was down 0.7 per cent. In
Burope, the reglonal Stosx 600 gauge
closed 0.5 per cent higher.

In government debt markets, the
yield on the 10-year US Treasury note
dropped 0,05 percentage polnts to
297 percent.

Additional reporting by Harriet Agnew
e Tma Johreston
Analysis page 7

Belarusian players over Ukraine war

SAMUEL AGINI — LOMDGON

The organiser of the Wimbdedon tennis
taurnament has banned players from
Russia and Belarus from competing at
this year’s cham pionships, as the nva-
shon of Ukraine continwes to reverber-
ate throughout sport.

The All England Club, which runs Wim-
bledon, said it would be “unacceptable
for the Russian regime to derive any
benefits™ from the involwement of its
players at the champlonships in June,
citing its “unjustified and unprece-
dented military aggression” inUkrakne.

Wimbledon s among the most pres-
REglous tenmks comypetitions. It is the old-
estof the so-called Grand Slam events,
along with France's Roland-Garros, the
Australian Open and the LS Open.

The decisien rules out Russia’s Daniil
Medvedey, the men's world number two

whowon the US Open in September and
lost inthe finalofthe Australian Ogenin
January. Andrey Rubley, a top 10 rival,
willakse beunable to compete,

Aryna Sabalenka, the Belarusian

women's world number four, and Rus-
sla's Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova and
Victoria Azarenka of Belarus, both in
terp 20, wiill @l mlss out.
‘he ban is the first for an individual
tennis tournament. Last month, organ-
isers of the French Open, which startsin
May, sald they had no plans to exchade
Russian or Belarusian players. The
International Tennls Federation, the
world governing body, in March banned
Russlan and Belarusian teans from tak-
g part in team competitions the Billie
Jean King Cup and the Davis Cup.

Russian teams have already been
barred from football towrnaments,
including the Fifa men's World Cup in

Gratar this year. Formula One racing
team Haas parted ways with Russkan
driver Nikita Mazepin. But todate bans
have mosthy targeted Fussian national
teams rather than individual athletes.

“This is hard on the individuals
affected, and it s with sadmness that they
will suffer for the actions of the leaders
of the Russian reglme,” sald Ian
All England club chair. The L
nis Assectation, the UK governing body,
also banned Russian and Belarusian
nationals from competing in Britain.

Dmitry Peskov, President Visdimic
Putin's spokesman, sald it was “unac-
ceptable to make sportsmen hostages
once again te political prejudice,”
according to Interfax. Peskov told
reporters that banning Russian players
would “make the competitions saffer™

Addittomal reporting by Mx Seddon
Oligarchs spared page 2
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» IMF warns Ukraine needs $5bn a month
Fumsl chief Kristalina Georgieva has |aid out the cost
of plugging over the next three months the financial
hole left by the impact of Russia’s war, suggesting
support should come In the form of grants — Face 2

» Credit Suisse loss alert amid legal fears
The lender has warned it expects a first-quarter loss
after a sharp rise in its legal provisions, the latest
blow o the Swiss bank that has struggled to draw a
line: under multiple crises in recent years.— PaGeE s

= Alarm over German producer price rises
Prices have surged at their Eastest pace in 73 years,
ralsing concerns that the econony ks at risk of
serlous stagllation. Prices were 30:9 per cent. higher
in March tham the same month last year.— race 2

» Mexico’s lithium reserves nationa
President Andrés Manuel
Lipez Obrador has brought the
depasits under state control
but analysts say this will make
it harder for the country to
benefit from them. — pase &

» Buyout groups shun Musk's Twitter bid
Tesla boss Elon Musk's $43bn bid to take the soclal
mi=dEs site private has stroggled to draw interest,
with heavywelghts such as Blackstone deciding not
o provide an equity cheque — FAGE 5 FT vIER. PAGE 16

= Just Eat Taleeaway weighs Grubhub sale
JET has said its management is exploring a saleof
thee U5 food delivery basiness, ceding to lnvestor
pressure over its $7.3bn acquisition at the helght of
the pand emic lockdown-driven boom. — pacE &

= UN urges basic income for Sri Lanka
Thie UN has asked Colombao to introduce temporany
cash transfers to those of working age and negotiate
“debt-for-nature” swaps tied to conservation as the
crisis-hit country begins talks with the IMF.— pacs &

World's poorest Progress in cutting
People In exireme poverty” (mnd global poverty
o Pra-pandesic — Current bassline reversed during
= Pessimistic scenaric®™ The pandeme.
Inflaticn and wa:
in Ukraine are
staling a retum to
e trend besvel.
The crives sre
expected to kesp
- an wddifianal
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Today, periodic clowds and sunshine,
late showers in areas, high 60. To-
night, partly cloudy, low 50. Tomor-
row, mastly sunny, @ mild afternoon,
high 68 Weather map, Page BS.
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A basement shelter on Wednesday in Avdiivka, in eastern Ukraine. Many residents hawve relocated underground to escape shelling.

U.S. Appeals
Judge’s Lifting
Of Mask Rule

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

WASHINGTON — The Biden
administration on Wednesday ap-
pealed a federal court ruling strik-
ing down the mask requirement
for passengers on planes, trains,
buses and other public trans-
portation after the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
concluded that the mandate was
necessary o protect the publ
from the spread of the coronavi-
P

us.
The decision came two days af-
ter a federal judge in Florida
struck down the mask mandare,
and set off a rush among airlines,
some public transit systems and
even Uber and Lyft to abandon
mask requirements. Some pilots
announced the abrupt change
midflight, prompting celebration
— but also anxiety — among wi-
FUS-Weary Passengers.

While the C.DLC. wants to keep
the mandate intact, it is also press-
ing the appeal to preserve its pub-
lic health powers. Bur doing so is
potentially risky: if the ruling
striking down the mandate is up-
held, that could permanently
weaken the agency's authority:

Even if the Biden administra-
tion wins the case, there will be
backlash among Americans who
felt liberated by the lifting of the
mask requirement, which also ap-
plied o ransportation hubs like
alrports, seaports and train sta-
thons,

The legal moves do not chanze
the status of the mask mandare,
which cannot be reinstated unless
the administration wins a stay of
the Federal District Court's order,
and there was little immediate
sign that airlines would reintro-
Continued o Page AT

New Militias Rise to Brutalize Rural Colombia

By JULIE TURKEWITZ

PUTUMAY O, Colombia — In a
rebel-held town deep in the jungle,
Joel ran drills beside his com-
rades, line after line of them in
camouflage and boots, rifles at
their sides.

“Tix the right!™ their instructor
shouted.

For Joel, 36, this scene was fa-
miliar. He had spent six years in
the army, fighting on the front
lines against a brutal insurgency
that had verrorized Colombia for
diecades.

But now be had a new employ-
er: an illegal armed group that in-
cluded the same insurgents he
had spent his military career bat-
tling to defeat.

"lknow itshouldn't be like this,”
he sald recently, cradling a rifle in

Controlling Drugs and
Filling Vacuum Left
After a Peace Deal

his lap. But after he left the army,
he said, he'd struggled 1w make
ends meet. Then came an offer of a
salary of £500 a month, nearly
rwice Colombias monthly min-
imum wage.

MNow, “my children live better
lives,” he said, “because I can feed
them."

Colombia's ac accord,
signed in 2006 by the government
and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, or FARC, was
suppased to usher in a new era of
peace ina nation that had endured

more than five decades of war The
deal was that the rebels would lay
down their arms, while the gowv-
ernment  would  flood  conflict
zomes with job opportunities, alle-
wviating the poverty and inequality
that hawl started the war,

Thousands of FARC fighters
laid down their arms., But in many
the EoVernment mever ar-
stead, many parts of rural
Colombia have seen a returm to
the killings, displacement and vio-
lence that, in some reglons, is now
ag bad, or worse, than before the
accord.

Massacres and the Killings of
human rights defenders have
soared since 2016, according to
the United Nations. And displace-
ment remaing  stardingly  high,
with 147,000 people forced to flee

Continued on Page A12
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A patrol by the Comandos de la Frontera, one of mare than 30 armed groups that have emerged.

A ‘New Deal’” Spent $1.9 Trillion on Aid. Voters Didn’t Notice.

By ALEXANDER BURNS

RICHMOND, ¥a. — As Chris
Frelke surveyed the Thomas B.
Smith Community Center, he con-
ceded that the beige-and-green
cinder block structure was not
much to look at. But Mr Frelke,
the parks director in Virginia's
capital, spoke with excitement de
scribing the imay i mind’s
eye: One day, there would be a
pristine new complex capable of

providing services like child care
and community college classes.
That dream complex is not
some remote fantasy. The city of
Richmond intends to build it in the
next few vears using $20 million
from the American Resc
President Biden's
coronavirus-relief law. Richmond
will receive a total of $155 mi .
a cash infusion that its Democrat-
ic mayor, Levar Stoney, called “a
once-in-a-lifetime sort of invest-

Democrats Struggle to
Get Credit for Plan

ment.”

“This is akin to our New Deal”
Mr Stoney said.

Unlike the Mew Deal, however,
this $1.8 trillion federal invest-
ment in American communities
has barely registered with voters.

Rathver than a trophy for Mr. Biden
and his party, the program has be-
come & case study in how eas)
voters can overlook even a lav-
ishly funded government initia-
tive delivering benefits close to
home,

Mr: Biden's popularity has de-
clined in polls over the past year,
and woters are giving him less
credit for the country's economic
recovery than his advisers had an-

Continwed on Page AIT

RUSSIAN BARRAGE
SEEKS TO WEAKEN
DEFENSES IN EAST

In Moscow’s Path,
Life Moves to

Basements

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

AVDHIVEA, Ukraine — Spartak
Kyurdzhiev was bragging o
friends on Wednesday that he
never hides from bombings any-
more when a volley of rocket fire
landed with such intensity nearby
that he dashed into the school he
was standing in front of.

“Let's go!™ Spartak, 16, shouted
at his two friends, and they ran for
cover.

The residents of Avdiivka, in
Ukraine's eastern Donbas region,
have been living for years in the
shadow of the fight against Rus-
sian-backed separatists. But the
peril they are Facing now, with
Russian military massing just ou
side of town in a new and poten-
tially more lethal phase of the war,
could he far more devastating.

Avdiivika is no longer simply a
town on the front lines of the con-
flict with the separatists, absorb-
ing the periodic volleys of a sim-
mering eighi-year war. It is now a
significant impediment to
Moscow's  military  goals  —
squarely in the path of Russian
forces aiming to advance and gain
contral in the east.

The town's hardened force of
Ukrainian fighters is dug into an
extensive World  War
trench systerm. and will be diffie
to dislodge without massive fire-
power., Whether Avdiivka and
towns like it in the Donbas can re-
pel the Russian forces will derer-
mine whether Moscow can claim a
narrower victory after being
soundly defeated in the north. But
the Kreml intent on wresting
the eastern territory known as the
Donbas from Ukrainian control,
and residents in Avdiivka and all
along the so-called line of contact
with separatist territory have be-
gun o get a taste of what Russias
military has in store.

In Avdiivka, artillery shelling
has intensified, bolster by
airsirikes  that this week de-
stroyed a supermarket and athles-
ics store right in the middle of
rown, according o local officials.
Dozens have been wounded in re-
cent weeks, and each week brings
a handful of civilian deaths.

Already there are signs of a
more costly engagement with the
Russian forces. The lons surgeon
at the local hospital, Dr. Mikhail
Orlovw, said the injuries he had to

Continued on Page A5

Issuing Warning,
Kremlin Tests
New ICBEM

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI
and RICHARD PEREZ-PERA
With a pointed warning to

Ukraine's Western allies, Russia
vest-launched a mew interconti-
mental missile on Wednesday,
even as it unleashed a hail of
bombs, artillery  and  missiles
inside Ukraine in a drive to
weaken Ukrainian defenses for a

major ground offensive in the
east.
The intensifying barrage,

aimed at more than 1,100 targers,
came as the Russian military
made probing attacks along a
300-mile  front line  winding
through Ukraine’s southeastern
Daonbas region, which the Kremlin

has said will be the focus of U
next phase of its war, and contin-
wed to build up and prepare a

LVMSEY ADDARID FOR THE REW VORK TIMES
Residents of Avdiivka during
Russian strikes on Wednesday.

massive force there.

The new Sarmat intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile “will force all
who are trying to threaten ouar
country in the heat of frenzied, ag-
gressive rhetoric to think owice,”
President  Wiadimir V. Putin of
Russia said in televised remarks,
a clear reference to the United
States and other nations that have
aided Ukraine in the face of Rus-
sia’s eight-week-old invasion.

It is not yet clear if the missile,
which Russia's Defense Ministry
said could carry multiple nuclear
warheads and outwit defenses
amywhere in the world, actually
possess game-changing capabili-
ties, The ministry also acknowl-
edged the missile is not yet ready
for active deployment, and the
United States said it had not
surprised by the launch.

Continwed on Page AI0

A Pauper Paid to Spy for Russia,
And to Sow Discord in Europe

By ANDREW HIGGINS

KOSICE, Slovakia — He lived
with his sick mother and newver
had a regular job, He had no obwvi-
ous source of income and, accord-
ing to his uncle, even signed up for
welfare benefits as a caregiver de-
serving of state support.

But Bohus Garbar, down-on-
his-luck and in his early 50s, still
managed to donate thousands of
euros o Kreml i
right political part
He also worked for free as a con-
tributor to an anti-establishment
website notorious for recycling
Russian propaganda.

Family and friends are mysti-
fied.

“He definitely wasn't in a state
where ha could suppoart any politi-
cal party,” said Mr. Garbar's uncle,
EBohuslav Garbar, a retired com-
puter programmer in the family’s
hometown, Kosice, 50 miles firon
Slovakia’s eastern border with
Ukraine.

Slovak Recruit Is Called
‘Tip of the Iceberg’

A Slovak security serwvice sur-
veillance video, made public in
early March, provides at beast the
start of an explanation: It shows
his nephew receiving instructions
and two 500-euro bills, a small
part of what officials say were
tens of thousands of euros in pay-
ments, from a Russian military in-
telligence officer masguerading
as a diplomat at Moscow's embas-
5).-1 in Bratislava, the Slovak capi-
tal

told Moscow that

Sergei Soleomasov, can be heard
telling his Slovak recruit before
explaining  that Moscow  would
like Mr. Garbar to act as a “hunt-
ar” on the prowl for people of influ-
ence who would be willing to co-
Cortinued on Page A9
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Teacher
shortage
forces
staffing

stopgap

Carvalho redeploys
credentialed workers
into classes to fill void
at high-need schools.

By MeELIssA GOMEZR

With less than two
months left in the school
year, many of Los Angeles
Unified's highest-needs
campuses remain signifi-
cantly understaffed, imped-
ing academic recovery and
prompting Supt. Alberto M.
Carvalho to redeploy per-
sonnel who hold teaching

credentials back into the
classroom.

The district's teacher
shortage — a deepening

problem in California and
nationwide — has hit hard-
est at schools in parts of
South LA and several other
low-income neighborhoods,
according to a report by the
Partnership for Los Angeles
Schools, a nonprofit EToup
that manages schools in
underserved communities
Fueled by a record $20-bil-
Horn pandemic-aid-en-
hanced budget this year,
LA Unified had promised a
hiring spree unseen since
the late 1980s, with thou-
sands of new teachers, coun-
selors and other workers
who would help lift students
from struggles after a year of
distance learning and pan-
demic hardships.

The additional & 000
hires annourneed last
summer included psycholo-
gists and psychiatrie social
workers, teachers, school
nurses and custodians. By
MNovember., about half of
those positions were un-
filled, the Partnership re-
port found. Among the 15
schools with the highest
number of vacancies, 10 were
part of the district’s much-
touted Black Student
Achieverment Plan, accord-
ing Lo the March report.

Although hiring progress
has been made Lthroughout
the year, officials have re-
mained concerned about
the lack of teachers, Car-
walhosaid. He said halfofthe
420 vacancies that remain
are in high-needs schools
with wvulnerable student
populations. Carvalho, who
took over in mid-Fehruary,
has taken a stopgap action
to fill the void with creden-
tialed employees who do ot
work in classrooms.

“Considering the impact
that the pandemic has had
on students' ability to learn,
we can il afford to have these
students without creden-
tialed teachers in front of
them,” he said this week,
“"The solution resides within
our own workforce. There

[See Teachers, A12]
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Along war’s
path, each
uncovered
corpse tells a
brutal story

By CAROLYN COLE
anD Laura Kinc

BUCHA, Ukraine — The
dead are so many. And they
are everywhers,

A son found lying with his
hands folded beneath his
cheek, as if sleeping. People
run over by Russian ar-
mored vehicles, their man-
gled remains pulled from a
mass grave. A woman's
corpse covered only by a thin
nightgown that offered no
scrim of dignity.

Inthe brutal landscape of
what were once placid and
prosperoussuburbs and sat-
ellite towns near the Ukrain-
ian capital, Kyviv, investiga-
tors struggle daily to docu-
ment  evidence of mass
atrocities against the people
who once lived here.

Because the dead, in
their way, can spesak.

They work painstakingly.
these caretakers and cura-
tors, these examiners and
searchers who are affording
the most meticulous care to
this scatter of carmage, for
the sake of the knowledge to
bring the perpetrators to
Justice — perhaps

And painstakingly, also,
in the sense that they —
along with the stunned

[See Bodies, A4l

POLICE investigators document signs of execution-style killing and other atrocities on bodies from a &

Ukrainians cling to

MABIH BULOS Los Angeses Times
EVGENIA, 19, is sheltering with her parents and a grandmother at the Cultural
Palace in south Rubizhne, Ukraine, one of the few buildings still standing.

Roar of battle supplants
music at palace of culture

By Narpta BuLos

RUBIZHNE, Ukraine —
If your eyes focused on the
stage — ignoring the chan-
delierthat had smashed into
the theater seats. or the
maw where the shell had
punched through the ceil-
ing. or the muddy mix of pul-
verized masonry and rain-
water carpeting the ground
— you could almost hear the

music in Rublzhne's Cultur-
al Palace.

But that was just pre-
tend., War had come swift
and brutal to this palace.
There were no children rac-
ing upstairs o dance
lessons. Mo performers dab-
bing on makeup. No seam-
stresses putting the final
touches on a costume. There
was only the erack of broken
glass underfoot and the roar
of artillery, shattering any il-

lusions ofart or culture.

It has been slightly more
than a month since Russian
troops advanced on Ru-
bizhne, a small, well-ap-
pointed city nestled in a ver-
dant slice of land by the Se-
wversky Donets River. With
the intense rains of the
Ukrainian spring above
them. they shelled the town
fordays, sendingalethal del-
uge of ordnance Lhat obliter-

[Ses Palace, A4]

Yellen wallkout: 1S, Treasury secretary skips Russian's G-20 remarks. woRLD, as

srave in Borodyanka, Ukraine.

latimes.com

CAROLYN COLE Los Angeies Times

Mariupol

Holdouts
say they face
‘last days’ as
Russia steps
up its assault

By Nanin BULos,
Lavra Kinc
AND KATE LINTHICUM

RUBIZHNE, Ukraine —
Russia on Wednesday tight-
ened its grip arcund
Ukraine’s last stronghold
in the besieged port of
Mariupol, whose desperate
defenders, holed up in
underground shelters be-
neath a massive steel plant,
pleaded for international
help, declaring that they
were “probably facing our
lastdays, il not hours,™

Along hundreds of miles
of a scythe-shaped batile-
front in Ukraine's east,
the din of Russian bom-
bardment echoed in cities
and towns. while Moscow’s
ground forces made a series
of what Ukrainian military
officials described as prob-
ing attacks that did not. yiekd
any substantial new territo-
rial gains.

With the war about to
grind into a ninth week and
Western powers racing to
supply Ukraine with heavier
weapons, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
sald inavideoaddress to the
nation that nearly all of Rus-
sia’s combat-ready  forces
were “concentrated on the

[See Ukraine, AS5]

Who cares for the worst-offt?

City, county at odds on homelessness responsibilities

By BENJAMIN ORESKES
AND DOUG SMITH

Earlier this month, with
much fanfare, Los Angeles
ofMicials announced a partial
settlement of a 2-year-old
federal lawsuit over home-
lessness.

The city pledged to create
housing, either permanent
or interim, for 60% of the

r's unsheltered homeless
population. Lawyers repre-
senting LA alliance for Hu-
man Rights, the group that
filed the lawsuit, endorsed
the agreement.

Conspicucusly absent
from the event were repre-
sentatives of Los Angeles
County, which is also being

[See Homeless, A12]

ATTORNEY Elizabeth Mitchell of T..A. Allia
Human Rights and Mayor Eric Garcetti at City Hall.

IRFAN KHAKN Los Angeles Times
nee for

Order lifting
mandate is
appealed

Justice Department
challenges a judge’s
ruling ending maslc
requirement on public
transportation.
MNATION, A6

Justices hear
Miranda dispute
In an L.A. case, court
wrill decide if officer
can be held liable for
not reading rights to
suspect. NATION, AG
Weather

Partly sunny.
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Maximum fine for
‘Rust’ safety failures

Agency cites plain
indifference’ to rules
in cinematographer’s
death in New Mexico.

By ANoOUsSHA SAaKOUI

A New Mexico agency de-
livered a stinging rebuke of
the managers behind the
“Rust” production, levyi
its maximum fine of §136, 763
for safety violations that led
to the death of cinemato-
grapher Halyna Hutehins in
October,

Baying managers “dem-
onstrated plain  indiffer-
ence” to employee safety, the
agency concluded that the
management of the produc-

tion knew that firearm safe-
ty procedures were not be-
ing followed on set and failed
to review work practices and
take corrective action, the

ew Mexico Environment
Department’s Occupational
Health and Safety Bureau
said in a statement Wednes-
clay.

“Our investigation found
that this tragic incident ne-
ver would have happened if

[Sec "Rust,” 48]

USC: Fatal film
shoot not OEd
School sugdests rules
were flouted on project
that left Chapman stu-
dent dead. CALIFORNLA, B1

BUSINESS INSIDI

As pandemic rules case, firms reel more workers back to the office. A8
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U.S. opts
to appeal
ruling on
masking

Public transit mandate
struck down by judde is
still necessary, CDUC says

BY Darn DuastoxNm
AND ANN E. MARIMOW

The Eiden administration will
appeal a federal judge's decision
that struck down the mask man-
date on public transportation,
officials announced Wednesday.

The Justice Department filed
notice of its plans to appeal after
LLS. District Judge Kathryn Kim-
ball Mizelle of Florida on Mon-
day concluded that the mandate
exceeded the statutory authority
of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The ruling
blindsided the White House and
sparked days of debate within
the administration about how to
proceed.

The Justice Department on
Tuesday had said it would appeal
if the CDDC determined the mask-
ing order was still nesded.

“It is CDCs continuing assess-
ment that at this time an order
requiring masking in the indoor
transportation corridor remains
mecessary for the public health”
the CDC =aid in a statement
Wednesday evening. “CDC be-
lieves this is a lawful order, well
within CDC’s begal authorlty to

The White House spent two
diays deferring on questions about
its legal strategy as agency offi-
clals fretted about the political

SEE MASKS ON A6

A science guidae: What to know
about when or where to mask, AT

With divisive
border plans.
Abbotll looks
to his future

BY ARELIS R, HERNANDEZ
anD MICHAEL SCHERER

SAN ANTONIO — The news blind-
sided some of the most powerful
people on both sides of the
LS. -Mexico border, Customs bro-
kers sent panicked text messages.
Truckers called warehouse opera-
tors. Bank executives puzzlbed
over dinner. Elected leaders
called emergency cross-border
meetings.

They all wanted to know what
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s lavest
border gambit would mean, The
Republican had ordered second-

ary inspections of commercial
tnm.ks entering from Mexicn —
triggering chaos as traffic snarled
on international bridges and stall-
ing  already-strained  supply
chains of products ranging from
anto parts to jalapefios. As pro-
dhuce spoiled and traffic worsened,
Abbott touted his move on Fox
MNews.

“The Biden administration has
ahandoned the immigration Laws

Democracy Dies §

Pulin wields 1CBM test as a warning

WOUCIECH GAZEDZIGK| FOR THE WASHIKGTON FOST

Om a eold and rainy Taesday in Marhanets, Ukraine, people pay last respects o Viacheslav Viacheslavovyeh Dimov, a Ukrainian army
officer who died in battle Saturday in the country’s southeast. “T didnt give birth to him for war,” said his mother, Alla Dimova.

Once sent lo Afghans by ULS.. Russian helicopters will soon fly in Ukraine

By Jonun Hunson

When the United States want-
ed to purchase a fleet of helicop-
ters for the Afghan government
in the early 2010s, it chose the
Mi-17 sold by a Russian state-
owmed arms exporter.

The decision infuriaved law-
makers who felt the Pentagon
should choose an  American
manufacturer. But the Defense
Department stayed the course,
saying the Russian helicopters

were  relatively  inexpensive,
functioned well in Afghanistan’s
desert expanses and high alti-
medes, and Afghan pilots knew
fow to fly them.

A decade later, neither Con-
gress nor the Kremlin could have
anticipated that those helicog-
ters would be used against Rus-
sian forces by way of arms trans-
fers engineered by the Umlq:d
States in response to
invasion of Ukraine and the [all-
ban’s takeover of Afghanistan.

The Mi-17s" unusual journey
went unmentioned in the an-
nouncement last week by Presi-
dent Biden touting his approval
of an $800 million security pack-
age dramatically expanding the
scope of military aid Washington
is supplying to Kyiv.

“These mew ilities in-
clude artillery systems, artillery
rounds and armoned personmel
carriers,” said Biden. “I have alsx
approved the transfer of addi-
tional helicopters"

Thaose 11 helicopters are head-
el to Ukraine at o crucial time for
its outgunned and outmanned
military, as Russia invensifies its
attacks on the country’s east and
south. The Mi-17s are personnel
transports that can be armed
with cannons and rockets, allow-
ing them to perform an attack
role and provide close air sup-
port.

Ukrainian President WVolod-
ymyr Zelensky personally ap-

SEE HELICOPTERS ON A1z

“THINK TWICE,” HE
SAYS TO ENEMIES

LS. leaders walk out of
G-20 meeling in prolest

By Davin L. STeERM,
Karex DEYouNG
AND KAROUN DVEMIRIIAN

MUKACHEVO, UKRAINE — Rus-
sia amd the West traded threats
and diplomatic slights Wednes-
‘day, as another Russian deadline
for Ukrainian forces to surrender
the key port city of Mariupol
passed without movement, and
Moscow's forces continued pum-
meling a broad swath of the
country’s east.

Russias Defense Ministry an-
nounced that it had successfully
conducted the first test of a new
intercontinental ballistic missile
that President Viadimir Putin
sald “is capable of overcoming all
missile defense systems"  and
would make those who “try to
threaten our country think
barice™

Putin also claimed, according
to Russian news reports, that the
nuclear-capable RS-28 Sarmat
missile was made using “exclu-
slvely™ domestically manuofac-
tured parts — anapparcnt shotat
‘Western sanctions, which have
kept Moscow from obtaining erit-
ical components for other weap-
ons systems it has relied upon in
its assanlt on Ukraine.

Pentagon  spokesman  John
Kirby said the United States, in
keeping with existing arms con-
trol provisions, was notified of
the test ahead of time. But Putin’s
comments served as a reminder

SEE UKRAINE ON AT

New perspective: Germans’ views
of the military are changing. A10

Forces dig in: Civilians in Kherson
are caught in the middie. A14

Refuges issue: For lsracl, arrival of
norrlews poses quandary. ALS

The overlooked orphans of gun violence

A Post analysis found that every day in America, at least 41 children lose a parent to shootings

BY Fous Woonmow Cox
1M BALTIMORE

She knew that the pops outside
were gunshots because, by age 7,
Kaleigh Washington had heard
them many times before. She
didn’t worry at first. Kaleigh was
inside a vownhouse, away from
windows, the kind of place she'd
been taught to take refuge since
she was little, even before the
shooting that killed her father
when she was 5 Then came more
pops, and she remembered.

“Oh  no”  Kaleigh  recalled
thinking. “My mom is out there"
he second-grader couldn't see
anything from her friend’s upper
floor in Douglass Homes, a public
housing complex in East Balti-
mere, so she hurried downstairs,
The adults gathering by the front
door wouldn't let her pass, but
Ealeigh spotted the flickering red
lights of an ambulance.

“That's her mommy;"” she heard
someons say, and Kaleigh began
o Cry.

—dl
HOSHAS, LOTT, THE WASHINGTON POET

.. They have no idea
SEEABBOTT ON A%

IN THE NEWS

It was just before 4 p.m. on

Haleigh i

sits in her

vide Baltimore on Feb, 22, Kaleigh's father and
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A Justice Department
stigation into the
sippi State Peni-
tentiary at Parchman
has determined that un-
wconstitutional condi
tioms contributed to

Transportation
Department launched a
&4 billion program
that requires states to

resd 1-rosacd e mias-
sons. Az

ent Blden's ur-
Zent moves 1o reduce
Zas prices are colliding
with his lofty goals on
combating climate
change. Az
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THE WORLD

A erackdown by the
Kremlin has reduced
ance-promising Russian
tech giants to shadows
of what they eould have
been, a3

The Solomon Islands
anmnouneed the signing
of a security deal with
China, right before a
1T.8. envoy was to visit
the Pacific nation. A16

A school bombing in a
: Huzar neighbor-
ol Bakbal ruinse
and residents wor-
ried about a return to
violence. A18

Raoyal biographer
Robert Hardman dis-
cusses Gueen Elizabeth

"s bomg lifie and legacy
in a guestion-and-
answer session with The
Washington Post. Az2

THE ECONOMY
Metflix's shares fill
35 percent after the
streaming service post-
ed its first subscriber
levss in el dee. 17
Elon Musk's hostile
takeover bid for Twitter
has distracted from
Tesla’s production is-
sues in China and
possible supply-chain
challenges. A17

A povernment avdit
accused the Edweation
Department of misman-
agement that may have
robbed student loan
hobders of timely debt
forgiveness. A8

SEEORPHANS OX A8 mother were killed in shootings in 2017 and 2020, respectively.

THE REGION

im the
District are worried a
possible redesign of
Freedom Plaza will
eliminate one of their
favorite spots, B1
Mlaryland's 30-day gas
tax holiday wrapped up
a5 Vieginia debated one
of its owm, B1
An Army plane with a
parachute team prepar-
ing to jump into Na-
tionals Park triggered a
il
mpted authorities w
Briefly evacuate the 1.5,
Capitol complex. B1

police

announced charges
the 1967 rape of n girl
who was lured by a man
posing as a locally fa-
mows radio host. B

INSIDE

Grooming
claims part of
anti-LGBTQ
push in GOP

BY CoLey ITROWITE

When  Michigan Democratic
state  Sen.  Mallory  AMeMormow
stood on the chamber flaor to take
‘onaRepublican colleage whe hid
accused her of wanting to sexually
groom children, she was denowmne-
ing mot just an isolated incident,
‘but also an onslanght of GOP at-
tacks on the LGETQ commuonitye

“T know that hate will only win
if people like me stand by and let it
happen,” McMorrow sald in a Sen-
ate floor specch Tuesday that
swiftly went viral, gaining nearly
12 million views within a day.

The mapid escalation in publis
support for the LGETQ communi-
ty's rights in recent years had qui-
eted much of the blatant ho-
mophobia in the nation'’s political
discoarse. But, in recent weeks,
Bepublicans have reverted to ver-
‘bal and legal assaults on the com-
munity, sometimes employing

SEE GOF ON A&

LOCAL LIVING
Centering play
Families are bringing a
pleasure of the outdoor
world into their hamas oy
installing indoar slides,
STYLE

Too funny to die
Anthony Carrigan's NoHo
Hark was supposed to
be kitled off in the pilot of
HEO's *Barmy.” But ha
turned it into & role for
the ages. C1
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Hilda Bernard. Mas
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—espectdculos

Brilld en telenovelas como Celeste,

Chigquititas o Floricienta; también se destacd
enciney teatro; en 2020 habiasuperadoel
Covid, murida los 101 afios, Pigina 2

Eninternet hay empresas que venden
trabajos alamedidade la necesidad de

algunos estudiantes; segun los expertos,
un problema ético, mis que legal. Pagina24

TESIS TRUCHAS, UN COSTANTINI SIGUE DE
NEGOCIO QUE AFECTA COMPRAS: AHORA FUE
A LAS UNIVERSIDADES POR GABRIEL CHAILE
—sociedad —cultura

El fundador del Malba sumid a su coleccion
personal lasesculturas del joven artista
tucumano que seexhiben en Venecia; las
emplazard en un espacio publico. Pigina 25
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Magistratura: aval de Massay
el Gobierno ala maniobrade
Cristina contra la oposicion

jusTicia. La Casa Rosada v el presidente de la Camara de Diputados respaldaron la decision
de romper el bloque de senadores oficialistas para arrebatarle un lugar a Juntos por el Cambio

Mariano Spezzapria

LA NACION
Lavicepresidenta Cristina Kirchner
logrd ayer arrastrar al oficialismo
detrdsde sumaniobra para quitarle
a Juntos por el Cambio una silla en
el nuevoConsejode la Magistratura
ytermind por exhibir una desorde-
nada estrategia destinada a evitar

que la oposicion gane influencia en
el organismo, que se encarga de se-
leccionary supervisar a los juecesy
queestasemanaqueddbajola presi-
denciade Horacio Rosatti, titular de
la Corte Suprema de Justicia.

Se tratd de un movimiento que
ayer termind siendo avalado en el
Congreso por Sergio Massa, titular
delaCamara de Diputados,y por Al-

berto Fernandez desde la Casa Ro-
sada. La maniobra llevd el sello de
lavi identa y forzd al resto de
los socios de la coalicidn oficialista
a seguir su criterio politico, segian
confirmaron a La Nacon fuentes le-
gislativas y gubernamentales.
Lacontrovertidadecision deCris-
tina Kirchner de partirendos el blo-
que del Frente de Todos (FDT)en el

Senado fue objetada por Juntos por
el Cambio, que advirtié que se pre-
sentari enla Justicia paradenunciar
lamaniobray reclamar el lugar que
habia previsto en el Consejo de la
Magistratura para el senadorcordo-
beés Luis Juez y que, a priori, perdid
a manos del kirchnerista rionegri-
noMartin Dofiate, un dirigentede La
Campora. Continta enla pagina 10

EL ESCENARIO

Un salto
ornamental
para huir de su
propia trampa

Carlos Pagni
— LA AN —

bogadaexitosa,arquitec-

ta égipcia, empresaria

hotelera. A esas identi-
dades Cristina Kirchner podria
afiadir, desde anteanoche, una
menosconocida:expertaensal-
tos ormamentales. Su posicion
frente al fallo en el que la Corte
declardla inconsdtucionalidad
delacomposicidndel Consejode
laMagistratura tuvo ungiro que,
sinofuera por sugravedad, seria
cOmico. Continiia enla pigina 15
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Lanzamiento del misil R5-28 Sarmat, en un campo de pruebas de la ciudad de Plesetsk, en una imagen difundida por Rusia AFP

Putin retoma la amenaza nuclear

Las tropas rusas mantenian la ofensiva en el este y presionaban a la defensa de Mariupol

KIEV(DPA).~Lanueva fasedelague-
rrarusaen Ucrania, centrada en las
regiones orientales del pais, avan-
zaba ayer hacia el cumplimiento de
unade los objetivos primordialesde
las tropas del Kremlin, la captura de

la estratégica ciudad portuaria de
Mariupol, cuvo altimo foco de resis-
tenciaestabaapuntode ser doblega-
do.Enmediode estaternidaofensiva,
Maosctivolvidaagitarel fantasmade
la amenaza nuclear al anunciar que

susFuerzas Armadashabian realiza-
doconéxitoel lanzamientodel BS-28
Sarmat, el poderosomisilintercomnti-
nental concapacidad de transportar
varias ojivas atdmicas para golpear
blancos muiltiples. Paginas2y 4

La carrera de los aliados
para dotar a Kiev
de armas sofisticadas

5. Erlanger. E. Schmitt y | Barnes
Pagina3

Dura critica
empresaria
al impuesto
de Guzman

PRESION. Alertaron que.
impactard en la inversion,
la actividad y el empleo

Las principalesasociacionesy ci-
maras dela Argenti
naafirmaron queelimpuestoala
“renta inesperada’”, que esti dise-
fiando el ministro de Economia,
Martin Guzmédn, atentard contra
lasinversiones privadas, laactivi-
dady la creacion de empleo.
LaAsociacion Empresaria Ar-
gentina (AEA), la Unidn Indus-
trial Argentina (ULA), la Cimara
de Comercio (CAC)y laindustria
oleaginosa (Ciara) ron S0~
bre las consecuencias de seguir
sumando presion impositiva so-
bre el sector privado, Pagina 18

Aprueban
paritarias con
aumentos de
hasta el 80%

ESTATALES. Se pactd al
reabrirse la negociacion
salarial de 2021 pagina17
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Com emocgao, folido
se prepara para a
volta do Carnaval =

Prefeitura paulistana
oferece a blocos desfile
em 16 e 17 de julho =

Primeira festa desde
o inicio da pandemia
homenageard vitimas s3
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Capital paulista tem
programacio para folia
fora de época; confira cr

A pandemia em 20.abr

Dados das 20h
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Moscou faz nova
ameaca nuclear
contra o Ocidente
Vladimir Putin fez nova
ameacga nuclear em sua
disputa com o Ocidente,
anunciando o primeiro
teste completo de seumais
poderoso missil. Sepundo
ele, olancamento fard com
que inimigos “pensem du-
as vezes” antes de intimi-
darem a Riissia. mMuonde a0

Wimbledon proibe
participacao de
tenistas russos
Esporte BS
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Supremo condena deputado Daniel
Silveira a prisao por atacar ministros

Bolsonarista € sentenciado a 8 anos e 9 meses apos ameacas verbais; defesa vé julgamento politico

0O Supremo Tribunal Federal
condenou por 1o votosai1o
deputado federal bolsona-
rista Daniel Silveira (PTB-R[)
a 8 anos e 9 meses de prisdo
por ataques verbais e ame-
agas a ministros da corte. O
voto divergente foi do minis-
tro Kassio Nunes Margues.

O ministro André Mendon-
¢a —que, como Nunes Mar
ques, folindicado por Bolso-
naro—votou pela condena-
¢ao, mas com penade 2anos
e 4 mesesemregime aberto
(osdemais pediram fechado).
Ele acrescentou ndio caberao
STF decidir sobre mandato.

Os outros 8 seguiram orela-
tor; Alexandre de Moraes, que
votouainda por cassar e sus-
penderosdireitos politicos do
deputado, além de multéd-lo
em R$ 192 mil. Cabe recurso.

O processo € mais wm caso
aoporoSTF e o governo Bol-
sonaro, que acenaa Silveira,

Moraesdissequealiberdade
deexpressiondopodeser‘es
cudo protetivo para discurso
deddioecontraademocracia”
Para ele, o deputado se en-
quadra nos crimes de coacao
no curso do processo e inci-
tagio i tentativa de impedir
olivre exercicio dos Poderes.

5.9

Ensaio da Colorado do Bris, que desfilard em SP na noite de sexta-feira (22); instrumentos da bateria trardo homenagem ao sambista Carlinhos Sebd, vitima da Covid ausrds kapp Felhapesss

Juca Kfouri

O limite da

rivalidade

Atorcidado Liverpoolnao
deixou Cristiano Ronaldo,
maiorjogador deseumaior
rival, Manchester United,
caminharsozinhoecomele
se solidarizou numa cena
das mais tocantes ja vivida
num estadio de furebol. O
craque amargava oluto pe-
laperda do filho. Esportens

Alagoas de Lira
lidera em verba de
emendas do FNDE

Politica A%

SABATINA FOLHA /UOL
Ciro admite
namoro com 32
via € mira rivais
Em sabatina promovida
ontem pela Folha e pelo
UOL, o presidencidvel do
PDT, Cire Goames, atacou
Lula (PT), mas disse que
Jair Bolsonaro (PL) é pion.
Ele defendeu aindauma
frente ampla de centro-es-
querda baseada em um
Programa para Superar a
crise economica e, para is-
s0, afirmou aceitar dialo-
gar coma terceira via, mas
sem admitir que retira a
suacandidatura, politicaas

com a Folha durou mais de quatro décadas acgsi

Campanha de Lula vive crise
com disputa na comunicacio

Lula {PT) enfrenta uma crise piiblica em sua pré-campa-

nha 4 Presidéncia com disputa pelo coman.

o da comu-

nicaciio. O desgaste provoca diividas sobre a unidade em
pautas como a reforma trabalhista e o aborto. politicaas

Arthur do Val renuncia ao cargo
na Alesp apds declaracio sexista s

EDITORIAIS AZ

Menos péssimo
Acerca de projecaodo FMI
paraaeconomia do Brasil.

O nome do crime

Sobre leitura oportunista
da acfio em Guarapuava.

A defesa de Silveiraafirmou
que o parlamentar é vitima
de julgamento politico e de-
fendeu suaimunidade. “[Ele]
nao estd sendo julgado juri-
dicamenre”, declarou o advo-
gado Paulo Faria. “Foi insta-
lado um verdadeiro sistema
inquisitorio” rolitica a4

Iustrada C1
Fim de
urma era

feone dounderground que
ajudou a escrever a histo-
ria dos guadrinhos no pa-
is, 0 cartunista Angeli, 65,
anunciou sua aposentado-
ria das charges ap6s rece-
ber diagnéstico de afasia.

Politica A7
Imprensa do século
19 ligou movimento
de Tiradentes

a Independéncia

L o C8

Com passado hippie,
Vale da Utopia (SC)
une misticismo

e belas paisagens

Murismo
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Escuche hoy por Radio Monumental 1080 AM audio de los involucrados

Esquema narco desharatado
preparaba otro megaenvio

Una semana antes de la incautacion de 3.400 kilos de cocaina en Fernando de la Mora, la
narcoestructura de Juan José Dubini planeaba despachar seis contenedores como azicar organica.

AL A

Lo malo: Cosecha de soja es la peor
Mejord recaudacion
de SET y turismo tuvo
gran Semana Santa

PACINAS KE, 14 y IS

Sospechosas cuentas de Hugo Javier
Show del N° 2 sigue:
Hay mas millones sin
paradero conocido

PhGINA &

Desidia apaga progreso en el Chaco

ANDE se obstina en
trabar historica planta
solar en Alto Paraguay

Sin luces |/
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Sectores sociales insisten en criticar trasfondo totalitario de ley

Empresariado en pleno apoya proyecto
que castiga como crimen cierre de rutas
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ENCHANTENT LES LEGUMES

NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

SINSTALLENT AU COMPTOIR

GAUCHE

En souhaitant étre

<« premier ministre s,
le leader de LFI

wveut jouer les invites
SUI'pPrises pace7

SECURITE

En hausse,

les cambriolages
chez les footballeurs
maobilisent la police
judiciaire race:

RELIGION

Mer Ulrich pressenti
pour devenir
l'archeveéeque

de Paris pacen

TENNIS
Iga Swiatek :

« Je ne m'imaginais
pas numeérol
mondiale > :

VIDEO
L'érosion d'abonnés
fait vaciller Netflix

L) » LePakistan
dans le piege
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Le débat a permis au président-candidat de manifester son expérience et sa maitrise des dossiers. Souvent
sur la défensive, sa concurrente a affiché une sérénité qu'elle n'avait pas en 2017. paces2 4 ser Lepmosmas

=5 taliban P .
O leteteatete | Comment le numérique Dans le Donbass, la vie
g révolutionne des Ukrainiens sous
B - Latribune le monde de la santé les bombardements russes
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: Guillaume sanitaire et les teléconsulta ciales pour la recherche et le béitiments sont creuses de  sont que des silhouettes som
Iti tions, la pandémie nous a fait  développement des traite trous béants d'ol sortent des  bres engoncédes dans leurs

U P‘E tier et entrer dans une nouvelle ére  ments, mais aussi pour le sui- armatures metalligues  tor manteaux, des sacs en plasti-
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rait que chagque camp ait trou-

vt les raisons de se montrer sa

tisfait. Emmanuel Macron a
montré, une fois encore, une supérioriteé
évidente dans la maitrise des dossiers ¢co
nomigques, une volonté de deéstabiliser sa

hantés par les signes de déclassement (ils
forment le gros des électeurs de Marine
Le Pen) et ceux qui s"accommaodent volon-
tiers des transformations profondes de la
société (1'électorat Macron). Les travaux de
Jeréme Fourquet le montrent brillamment,

Réponses a la question concurrente, notamment sur la Russie, un  le syntagme « pouvoir d'achat » est 1'élé
de mercredi: X goit grandissant de la dialectique & mesure ment central de
zl'??df"l_'edufiletd‘?hat que I"heure avangait. Il a souvent tenu un Conversatlon cette distinction. 11
e lentre-deux-tours avantage altéré, ¢ et 1a, par une attitude . se eristallise depuis
est-il déterminant tour a tour condescendante et querelleuse, vlgoureuse quelques mois sur
pour votre vote ? Marine Le Pen est parvenue 4 maintenir un mais I'essence mais,

- niveau technigque et rhétorique nettement . avant méme "in

P’U% %L;J supérieur i son précédent débat. Pourtant, tou]'ours flation, il rappelait
il elle n'est jamais parvenue a imposer une  jntéressante aux premiers qu’ils

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 269739

Votez pui ou;:i'hui

== surle

Qui wous ale plus

== convaincu?
= % Marine Le Pen

=» Emmanuel Macron
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domination évidente, a retourner 1"impres

sion collective d'une légitimité acquise et
persistante d’Emmanuel Macron, Mais ce
qui ressortait de cette conversation vigou

reuse, parfois agressive, mais toujours inté-
ressante, c’est un antagonisme irrémeédia-
ble. Derrigre les mots des deux prétendants
apparaissait unc nation fragmentée par de
multiples frontieres. A celles, déja connues,
qui séparent les territoires congquis de 'isla

ne peuvent accd
der, dans 'immobilier mais aussi dans la
consarmmation courante, a ce qui fait la vie
quotidienne des seconds.
Aprés le débat viendra le temps des urnes,
el tout indique que les Francais resteront
sur leur premiére intention. Le vaingqueur -
déji le profil d’Emmanuel Macron se dessi-
ne - aura la lourde tiche d'une Indispensa
ble réconciliation. W
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Johnson fails to block Partygate
inquiry as backbenchers mutiny

Jessica Elgot
Aubrey Allegretti
Heather Stewart

Boris Johnson was forced toabandon
efforts to block an inguiry into
whether he misled MPs over “Farty-
gate” lockdown breaches yesterday,
instead urging rebellicus MPs to
delay any investigation.

Government whips scrambled
last might to derail a Labour motion
designed to trigger a Commons
inquiry into whether Johnson
lied about rule-breaking in Down-
ing Street - including the potential
release of hundreds of damaging
messages and photographs,

The government privately con-
ceded it could not whip frustrated
Tory MPs to block an inguiry by the

Commons privileges committee, It
instead tabled a motion to delay the
inguiry until after the publication of
the final Partygate report by Sue Gray,
asenior civil servant. Tory MPs were
put on a three-line whip to back the
amendment, The prime minister,
who is in India for a trade visit, will
swerve the debate and vote today.
His allies had earlier briefed that
they were prepared to force Tory

MPs to vote down the motion from
Labour and other opposition par-
ties. But even among fronthenchers
there was palpable disquiet that MPs
should be forced to block an investi-
gation into the prime minister, who
got a fixed-penalty notice last week,

One minister admitted it would
be hard to justify Johnson avoiding
an investigation for potentially mis-
leading parliament, saying: “If it's

A A phal‘n-"’m‘ph of?he(luefﬂ with two af her fell ponies taken last month and released ta nmrk her g6th b: rthday today. Queen’s birthday plans, page 19 -

Netflix in
$55bn slump
as viewers
switch off

5400_u1165

Edward Helmore
New York

Sharesin Netflix lost more than 36%of
their value yesterday moming, after
the streaming service announced
it had lost more than 200,000 sub-

scribers in the first three months of

the year and said it expected to lose
2million more over the next quarter,

The sharp drop in value - $55bn
{£42bn) overnight, the largest in
dollar and percentage terms for the
serviceinmorethanadecade - comes
as subscribers rethink their commit-
ment to streaming services, which
saw their numbers increase sharply
during peak lockdown, Netflix had
anticipated it would add 2.5 million
customers in the first quarter,

Rival services including Disney,

Warner Bros Discovery and Para-
mount, often with deeper content
libraries todrawen, have alsoentered
the market.

Netflix stock, which was already
down 40% for the year, has now
dropped from £700 in November
to $244 when the market in New
York opened. The company said on
Tuesday that it had expe

rienced “revenue growth oe

& 10 to one,”

the same process every MP faces,
then why should it be different for
the PM?"

A government spokesperson
said: “The government has tabled
an amendment to Labour’s motion
which says that consideration of
this matter should take place after
the conclusion of the police investi-

gation and the publication oe
of the Cabinet Office [Sue

‘Last hours'
for Ukraine
forcesin
Mariupol

Lorenzo Tondo and
Luke Harding Kyiv
Isobel Koshiw Dnipro

A Ukrainian marine commander
fighting in Mariupol said yesterday
that his forces were “maybe facing
ourlast days, ifnot hours™, asanother
Russian ultimatum to the remaining
Ukrainian troopsin the besieged port
city to surrender or die expired with
no mass capitulation,

“The enemy is outnumbering us
Serhiy Volyna, a com-
mander from the 36th separate
marine brigade, said in a video mes-

« sageposted onFacebook, *We appeal
= and plead toall world leaders tohelp

us. We ask them to use the procedure
ofextraction and take us to the terri-
tory of a third-party state”

Vastly outnumbered Ukrainian
forces have formed astubborn pocket
ofresistance in the Azovstaliron and
steelworks - asprawling mass of tun-
nels and warkshops spread over four
square milesin the south-east of the
city and the last holdout of troops
defending Mariupaol.

Russia-backed separatists
said shortly before a 2pm (11am

GMT) deadline yester-
day that just five people @e



