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News

Business 25 Finance
—

.8. inflation surged to

a four-decade high of
8.5% in March from the
same month a year earlier,
driven by skyrocketing en-
ergy costs, rising food
prices and strong con-
sumer demand. AL A4-5

mal content gasaline to be sold
in the summer months, inan
effort aimed at pump
prices and paying po].ltu:al
dividends in farm states. AS

VESIOTS

will act on inflation, with the
SEP 500, Dow and Nasdaq all
losing 0.3%. The vield on
the 10-year Treasury note set-
tled loawer at 2.724%. BL, B13
4 Michael Barr, a former
Treasury official, is the
White House's leading candi-
date to serve as the Fed's top
banking regulator, according
to people with knowledge
of the administration’s in-
ternal deliberations. A2

# GM struck a multivear
agreement to source co-
balt from Glencore amid
the auto industry's rush to
secure key battery ingredi-
ents for electric vehicles. B1
#+ More factories in and
around Shanghai, including
fwo run by an Apple supplier,
are halting production due
to Covid-18 lockdowns. B1
+ Boeing said its long-
term orders for new com-
mercial jets are expected
to shrink because of sanc-
tions targeting Russia. B3
ommm
pilots at Southwest said ris-
ing rates of pilot fatigue are a
threat to the airline’s safety. B3

World-Wide

S —

# Putin said peace talks
Mrhl(;d\rhadreedaeda

Gunman Attacks Riders on New York Subway

WDUI\I:IED( MNew York City police launched a :jtywndeseardl after a gunman shot 10 people, none
fatally, on a subway train and platform in Brooklyn during rush hour Tuesday moming. A3

Commodity Market Swings
Snarl Real World Business

By Ryvan DEZEMBER

A rally in commaodities
prices more intense than any-
thing seen in the modern trad-
ing era is shaking the markets
meant to ease the flow of raw
materials around the world.

Wild swings in futures mar-
kets are complicating business
for the people and companies
who actually produce and use
natural gas, zinc or soybeans,
to name a few. They are driv-
ing speculators and others
from the markets, an exodus

that has led in turn to even
choppier trading and higher
prices, Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has added to market
disruption, especially in en-
ergy and grain sectors. Bouts
of inclement weather and sup-
ply-chain problems have com-
plicated delivery in some mar-
kets_

These market increases
hawe filtered through to higher
prices for consumers, adding
to pressure on the Federal Re-
serve to raise interest rates.

LS. natural-gas prices have

jumped 7% in 2022; usually
they decline into the mild
weather of spring. 0il has
fallen about $23 a barrel from
a recent high, but the bench-
mark ULS. price is still up 34%
this year.

Appalachian coal, soybean
oil, oats, canola, rapeseed oil,
natural gas in the Netherlands,
wheat in Paris and Chicago,
gasoline, diesel, propane, palm
oil, copper and tin hawe all
notched new highs in 2022,
Soyvbeans, lean hogs, frozen

Please turn fopage A8

Inflation Hits
4.0-Year High,
Reaching 8.5%

Qil and gasoline drive
surge in energy costs
as price index rises at
fastest pace since 81

By GWYNN GUILFORD

U.s. inflation surged to a
four-decade high of 8.5% in
March from the same month a
wvear ago. driven by skyrocket-
ing energy costs, rising food
prices and strong consumer
demand.

The Labor Department said
Tuesday that the consumer-
price index—which measures
what consumers pay for goods
and services—rose last month
at irs fastest annual pace since
December 1981, up from the
7.89% annual rate in February.

ere have been six straizht
months of inflation above &%,
well abowe the Federal Re-
serve's average 2% target.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine
drove a March surge in oil and
pasoline prices, which hit re-
cords in mid-March, and owver-
all energy prices shot up 11%
from the prior month.

Prices for groceries also
continued to accelerate in
March, rising 1L5% from a
month earlier, while the cost
increases for dining out mod-
erated.

The so-called core price in-
dex, which excludes the often-
volatile categories of food and
energy, increased 6.5% in
March from a year earlier—up
from February's 6.4% rise, and
the sharpest 12-month rise
since August 1982,

High inflation cuts against
booming growth, as the econ-
omy bounces back from
Cowvid-19, powered in part by
strong demand. years of low
interest rates and government
stimulus intended to counter
the economic impact of the
pandemic and lockdowns. The
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Economic Fallout
#* Grocers thrive 2
~ A4
restment set
to yield nearty 10% ... A%
# Stocks decline as rate

CONSUMErs pay maore...

U.S. consumer-price index, change from a year earlier
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“dead end,” as
forces bombarded Ukrainian
military positions and resi-
dential areas in the coun-
try's east and unleashed
new rocket attacks. Al, AG-T

#+ Mexican truckers blocked
two major international
bridges to protest a new bar-
der-security initiative from
Texas Gow. Abbott that foroed
them to wait hours or days to
bring products into the LS. AS
* A manhunt was under
way "I‘uesda:,r night across

the morning rush hour. A3

# British Primne Minister
Johnson and Treasury
chief Sunak will be fined
by UK. police for breaking
Cowid-19 lockdown rules,
the government said. A16
+ Far-right leader Le Pen
vowed to overhaul France's
legislative and electoral sys-
tems if she wins the
presidential election. A16
+ All children should be
sereened for anxiety starting
as young as 8 years old, EOV-

* New York Lt. Gov. Benja-
min resigned after being ar-
rested in connection with
an alleged bribery scheme
and subsequent coverup. A3
# The federal bu

a 5193 billion deficit dur-
ing March, a 71% decline
from a year earlier. AZ

# Died: Gilbert Gottfried,
67, comedian and actor. A2

ML
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Ukraine Hunts for Proof
To Prosecute War Crimes

By BRETT FORREST

BUCHA, Ukraine—Searching
for evidence in the killings of
hundreds of people by Russian
troops here, Ukrainian prose-
cutor Ruslan Kravchenko wun-
locked the double doors lead-
ing to a boiler room on the
south side of town. The space
had been used as an office by
the oocupying forces.

Two weeks after Russia’s re-
treat from areas around the
Ukrainian capital, local and na-
tional authorities are embark-
ing on a wide-ranging probe of
alleged war crimes with the
aim of building cases strong

enough to persuade an interna-
tional court to hold the Krem-
lin and its soldiers responsible.
In Bucha, Mr. Kravchenko.
the district’s :'h1eE prosecutor,
said his goal is to identify the
perpetrator of each assaunlt,
rape and killing allegedly com-
mitted during the Russian oc-
cupation. More than 400 bod-
ies were recoversd from the
town's streets, cellars and
hastily dug holes, some bear-
ing signs of torture, local au-
thorities said, others killed by
snipers’ bullets while foraging
for food.
Investigators from prosecu-
Flease turn to page A7

Putin Says Peace Talks Reach
‘Dead End, Vows to Fight On

Fresident Viadimir Putin of
Russia said peace talks with
Kyiv had reached a “dead end,”
as Moscow's forces on Tues-

By Evan Gershkowvich,
Thomas Grove
and Brett Forrest

day bombarded Ukrainian mili-
tary positions and residential
areas in the country’s east and
unleashed new rocket attacks.

In his first extended com-
ments on the war since last
month, Mr. Putin said that with-
Ut an agreement acceptable to

the Kremlin, Russian forces
wiould continue their offensive.

Mr. Futin said that peace
talks had stalled after what he
called a “fake™ situation in Bu-
cha., a town outside of Kyiv
where Ukrainian officials re-
ported the discovery of several
hundred dead civilians this
month after Russian troops re-
rreated.

Ukrainian and Western offi-
cials are pursuing investiga-
tions into potential war crimes
committed there and in other
formerly Russian-held towns
in northern Ukraine before

Moscow's withdrawal at the
end of March.

Fresident Biden said Tues-
day that Mr. Putin's actions in
Ukraine amounted to “"geno-
cide," marking the first time
his administration has used
the term. Later, Mr. Biden said
it would be up to legal experts

Please turn fopage A&

# Ukraine hit by string of
cyberattacks..

# Russias GDP faces
ex-official predicts ... ... A

# Surging prices test European
GONETIMEnTS. ... a7

INSIDE

Baseball has a historic
rookie class. The
lockout might be the
reason, A1z

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Record office-lease
expirations this year
pose arisk to
landlords. B1

Guitar Fans Pull Strings to Snag
Secarce Amplifier Tubes

Glowing glass devices crealte
a special sound; ‘world-wide panic’

By Antnony DEBARROGS

Electric guitarists can spend
years searching for tube-pow-
ered amplifiers that will give
them the perfect tone.

Now many of them are on
the hunt for the tubes them- =
selves.

The war in Ukraine has in-
tensified a shortage of the
glowing glass devices, once a
key component of American
TV sets and radios. These 5
days, the tubes come pri-
marily from factories in
China, Slovakia and
R\JSSLQ 5

“Folks buy your spare p
tubes now,” a guitarist
posted on the popular
message board The
Gear Page after Russian tanks
rolled into Ukraine.

Doug's Tubes in Wantagh,
NY. reported selling maore
tubes in the first three weeks

‘l-a...w
Frerring

of March than it had in the
previous three months. Even
now, owner Doug Preston sadd,
sales are at twice his normal
volume.

“While the ‘hysteria’ has
paseed folks are quleﬂy

Long obsolete in most
consumer electronics, waec-
o uum fubes are still used in
T guitﬁr amps and hi-fi
equipment. Aficionados
-5\ say the tubes—just a few
-a_ inches tall, with heated
+# filaments that resemble
a dimly glowing bulb—
provide a warm, creamy
tone  unmatched by
solid-state eircuitry.

“Its something I don't think
you can actually put  imto
weords,” said Peter Frampton,
Please turn fo page A8

Your people
can’t work
any harder.
So help them
work smarter.

Software robots deliver

productivity gains fast.
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Aninelegant truth

No theory can explain the senseless

war in Ukraine — JANAN GANESH, PAGE 15

Russia denial
Putin stifles
peace hopes

l-'l:.dimlrPuﬂnh::ﬂldpe)rrul.k:whh
Ulkeraine hosted by Turkey areata “dead
end”, adding that withowt a deal Russia’s
invasion of the country woukl “continue
o itscomplete end”.

Speaking at Vostochny cosmodrome
In the east of the country yestenday, the
Russian president sabd: “We acted to
create conditions to continae talks.
Instead, we faced the provocation in
Buchaand . . . the Ukralnlan side devi-
ated from the Istanbu] agreements.”

Putin claimed that atrecities in the
town of Bucha attributed te Russian
forces by Ukrakne and western jonrnal-
ists were “fake news” staged by Kyiv.
War In Ukraine page 1
Mokla quits Russla page &
Janan Ganesh & Andrey Panov page 15
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Uganda’s oil test

The national park project under fire
inage of net zero — e

GE 13

USA $2.50 Canada C53.00

Braingain
Taiwan’s plan to churn out world’s
chip EXPerts — INSIDE BUSINESS, PAGE 5
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US inflation reaches 4(')'-yea'r hlgh
as energy and food prices surge

e Annual increase 8.5

COLBY SHITH AND
ERIC PLATT — HEW YORE
LALREM FEDOR — WASHIMGTOHR

US consumer price growth exceeded
& per cent in March, its fastest pace since
1981, driven by a surge in the cost of
energy and food. It maintaln: pressure
om the Federal Reserve to take aggres-
stve action to tackle inflation.

Consumer inflation was 8.5 per cent
compared with a year ago, marginally
above Wall Street expectations, the
Bureau of Labor Statistics said. The
meonthhy rise was 1.2 per cent, the fastest
jusng since September 2005 and a sharp
acceleration from the 0.8 per cent
increase in February.

After volatile items, such as food and
energy, were stripped out, “core” CPI
advanced 0.3 per cent in March, the

Leftist votes up for grabs
In French election crunch

Laftist Jean-Luc Mélenchon's message
T sugpetens 1o shun the Far right
appears to favour Emmanuel Macron
bt the Incumbent president faces a
struggle o bring in their votes. With a
22 per cent share, Mélanchon backers
ane kingmakers in thae second round
bt many distrust ex-banker Macron,
wha has wasted no fims In courting
poarer areas of France. Polls say a
third will abstain and a third will defy
Their beader and opf for Marine Le Pen
Milenchon the kingmaker » pace 3

slowest rise since September but still a
6.5 per cent annual increase.

Lael Brainard, a Fed governor awalt-
Ing Senate approval to be the central
bank’s vice-chair, warmned of “upside”
risks to Inflation, citing Russia'’s nva-
slon of Ukrakne and Covid-19 lockdowns
InChiina that could worsen supply chaln
constraints. "The economy has sus-
tained mow a number of these kinds of
Inflationary shocks from extermal
events,” she said at a Wall Street Journal
event. “We've seen a kot of resilience but
wie'viealzo seen very high imflation.”

It was the first inflation reading that
imcluded a full month of the war in
Ukraine, which has significantly
cloud ed the global cuthook.

The World Trade Organization yes-
tepday cut its trade growth forecast for

Pressure mounts on Johnson as police
impose fine for breach of Covid laws

JIH PICEARD. ROBERT WRIGHT,
SEBASTIAN PAYME AND
JRSHINE CAH ERON-CHILESHE — LOMDON

Boris Johnson has become the first
Eritish prime minister to have comm it
ted & criminal offence while in office,
after police fimed him for an illegal
birthday party hel 10 Downing
Street during a Covid-19 bockdown.

Johnson was fined by the Metropolitan
Folice alongside his wife Carrie, Rishi
sunak. the finance minister, and other
government figures, for breaching pan-
demic restrictions. Jehnson said be had
paid the fine and apologised for the
“mistake” he had made.

The police have Investigated 12 par-
ties 5o far and are set to impose 50 pen-
altbes on an unknown aumber of indi-
viduals. However, they have not fin-
ished their investization, which means

this year by about a thind, 1o 3 per cent,
warning that the decline in commodity
exports caused by the war could camse
mass hunger in deveboping countries.

Jen Psakl, White House press secre-
tary, on Monday blamed the war for ris-
ing prices, saylng the CPI would be
“extraordimarily elevated due to Putin's

hilkz".

Joe Blden has seen his popularity ebb
a3 the cost of Hving hias risen, with high
petrol prices a particular concern. The
US president was due yesterday to
announce a temporary lifting of curbs
onthe sale of higher blends of ethancl in
petrol, in the White House's latest effort
o drivedawn prices.at the pumy

“Everyone s warried about inflation,”
said Vincent Renhart, a former senior
Fed staff member who is now chief

additional fines many be issued. johnson
sald the press would be “among the first
o knew™ i e peceived urther fines.

The Met's investigation into “party-
gate” came after repeated denlals from
Johnson that he had committed any
alfence or beat sware alany rulsbreak-
Ing during Covd lockdowns.

Asked why be had initially denbed the
reports of nultlple parties, Johmson sakd
Number 10 was a 15,000 sq ft bailding
with hundreds of officials. 1 couldn’s be
everywhere atonce,” he sald.

sunak’s fine adds to the mounting
pressure on the chancellor after days of
eriticism cver his famidly's tax affairs and
his perosived Caflure o ackle the cost-
ofitving crisisinlast month's Budget.

5ir Keir Starmer, leader of the opposi-
tion Labour party, urged Johnson and
Sunak to quit and called for parkiament
to be recalled from its Easter break 1o

The monthly
Increase in
prices was
1.2 per cent,
the fastest
rise sinoe
September 2005

» @ Data pile pressure on Fed e Ukraine war adds to uncertainty

economistat Mellon. “It is number one
in the polls. It is consuming the Fed's
bandwidth.”

Thee Fed is now poised to raise interest
rates by half a percentage point at its
next meeting in May, double the pace of
Its March rise, as it seeks a more “new-
tral” level. Gifficials suggest that rate to
be roughly 2.4 per cent, implying at least
one more half-point adjustment and
four quarter-point rate rises in 2022,

us markets climbed, with the 8&P
500 rising 0.5 per cent and the tech
hieavy Masdaq advancing 075 per cent.
1S Treasuries also gained, with the yield
on the 10-year note falling nearly 0.1
percentage palnts to .68 per cent.

WTO hunger warning page 2
Ethanol walver page &
Robin Harding paps 15
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= Credit Suisse board faces vote backlash
Influential proxy sdvisers 158 and Glass Lewis have
counselled sharcholders to vote against a maotion to
absohve sxecutives and board members from blame
for multiple scandals at the Swiss lender.— races

= Deutsche and Commerzbank tumble
Shares in the German ban ks, which were recovering
after a bleak run, have dropped sharply as Capital
Group sold stakes of more than 5 per cent ineach,
worth a combined €1.75bn.— pace % LExX PASE W

» Scarch for Brooklyn commuter shooter
Ten people have beenshot inan » = |
attack om the Mew Fork subway
In which the gunman set off an
incend iary device before firing.
Falioe are not treating the
Incident as terrorism.— Pace &

* Mon-critical US workers exit Shanghai

The state department has told non-essential staff 1o
Ieave its consulate after suthorities imposed Chinas
most severe citywide lockdown in two years o rein
in a Conidl uthreak. — PacE &) BoRIN HARDING, PAGE 15

» Honda hedges its bets on clectric power
The Jap ker has 12 $40bn
investment in electric vehicles over the next decade
bt sald it would rehy on a hybrid system until
Infrastructure could support more EVe.— pack &

= Emirate’s utility soars 16% on debut
Duhal Electricity & Water Authority shares have
soured s the region’s blgmest listing since Saudi
Ammco kicked off plans to revive capital markets
through privatisathons, — PASE T LEX. PAGE 14

= Investor doubts rise over global growth
A widely followed survey has revealed 71 per cent of
Fund managers expect the world economy to wane
over the year. Only a minority believe recession is
coming but that view is changing — pace &

Datawatch

Storage space The surge in

MNew orders for UK warehouses on b shopfirag,

{Ebn) spurred by the
bockidomres of The
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allow MPs to quis them. "Boris Johnson
and Rishi Sunak have broken the law
and repeatedly lied to the British pub-
lic,” Starmer said. “They must both
resign. The Conservatives are totalhy
unfit i genvern.”

Lobby Akinnols, a spokesperson for
the Covid-19 Bereanved Famdbies for Jus-
thce campalgn group, sald it was "unbe-
Hevably painfisl” s kovow that the prime
minkster had broken the law when peo-
ple had been forbidden from seeing
bowesd cmes In thelr dying moments.

Ome former cabinet minister said the
situation was “terminal” for johnson.
“It's now a case of when rather tham if he
goes, not least becanse he dida't tell the
truth in the House of Commons, that’s
the key poimt,” he sakl. Rut other former
rebels are now loath to topple Johnson
becawse of Russia's invasion of Ulkraine.
FT View & Motebook page 14
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CITY ON EDGE AFTER ASUBWAY SHOOTING

At Least 23 Hurt
— Police Seek
Gunman

By MICHAEL GOLID

Hours after a gunman in an or-
ange consiruction vest released
oo smoke grenades and fired at
least 33 shots on an N train in
Brooklyn, hundreds of police offi-
cers were searching on Tuesday
night for a 62-year-old man whom
police officials have linked to the

shooting.
Detectives were seeking to
question the man, Frank R.

James, about the amack at the
36th Street station in Sunset Park
that injured at least 23 people,
some of them children raveling 1o
school.

Ten of the victims were shot,
and 13 sustained smoke inhalation
or were injured while fleeing, Five
of them were critically hurt, but
officials said they all were in sta-
hle condition and were expected
Lo survive,

The mass shooting — one of the
worst outbreaks of violence in the
subway in  recent history
heighrened fears across Mew York
at a time when officials have been
confronting a rise in violent crime
and struggling to lure riders back
toa public transit system hobiled
by the pandemic.

By nightfall, with a $50,000 re-
ward being offered for informa-
tion, the city remained on high
alert.

Mr. James, 62, has addresses in
Wisconsin and Fhiladelphia,
where he rented a U-Haul vehicle
that the authorities have linked to
the shooting. Law enforcement of-
ficials have also connected him to
a YouTube channel where he de-
livered lengthy rants, many of
them concerned with race and vio-
lence. He often tied those subjects
to current events, including the
Russian invasion of Ukraine and
Mayvor Eric Adams’s policies on
homelessness and mental illness.

Detectives were still investigat-
ing how Mr James might have
been connected to the shooting
and have cautioned that he might
not be the gunman. But officers
found a key to the U-Haul van that
he rented at the scene of the at-
tack.

Hours later, they found the vehi-
cle abandoned about four blocks
from the Kings Highway subway
station on the M line, where detec-
tives believed the shooter entered
the transit system, police officials
said.

Police Commissioner Keechant
Sewell said that officers investi-
gating the scene also found a 9-
millimeter handgun, exten
ammo magazines and a hatchet.
They also discoversd a bag with
liguid believed tobe gasoline, con-
sumer-grade fireworks, a fuse and
two unused smoke grenades, the
authorities said.

A photograph that circulated on
social media on Tuesday appeared
to show the fireworks, along with
wother material from the shooting
scene. William Weimer, a vice
president at Phantom Fireworks,
said that a man named Frank
James from Milwaukee had pur-
chased several brands of the fire-
works seen in the image from the
Phantom  Fireworks' showroom
outside Racine, Wis._, in June 2021

The concern that the shooting
provoked delivered a serious blow
to Mr. Adams, who has spent his
first months in office working to
reassure Mew Yorkers and towr-
ists that the city was safe,

Asthe evening commute begar
many New Yorkers were expre:
ing fears about using the subhany,
after months of anxiety ower
whether the transit system had
become increasingly dangerous.

Comtinued on Page A158

The 36th Street Station in Brooklyn after a man set off smoke grenades and opened fire on a train.

Trapped by Smoke and Gunfire
And Desperately Seeking Escape

By SARAH MASLIN NIR and ANDY NEWMAN

On wvideos captured inside a
smoke-choked subway carn com-
muters can be seen hunching int
their collars, pulling sleeves and
hoods across thelr faces, trying to
breathe. Before the doors open,
there are few panicked screams —
Just the familiar muffled shriek of
a rush-hour train on its tracks,
punctuated by moans of pain.

When the familiar “ding” of the
doors opening sounds at the next
stop, riders burst off, gasping
amid curls of smoke,

her a man limps out from the car.

The attack on Tuesday morn-
ing, in which a man released twao
smoke grenades inside a car on a
northbound N train and opened

: 5 Toars
Officers searched for security-
camera footage that might
have recorded the gunman.

fire, injured 23 people — 10 by
punfice. And in an  instant, it
turned the subway — New York
City's quotidian icon — into a
bloody scene of horror

Tuesday evening police named
a “person of interest” in the shoot-
ing, Frank R. James. They asked
for help From the public in locating
brim,

As police searched for the gun-
man who perpetrated the mass
shooting on a subway — a night-
marish scenario that until now the
city had avoided — officials and
subway riders alike began o
grapple with what the attack
might mean for the future of the
city's transit system, and Mew
York itself. Their subway, once the
target of mundane gripes over tar-
diness and trash, had become the
latest symbal of a city frayed by vi-
olence.

On Tuesday afterncon, Hagar
Hassamn, 20, an electrical engineer-
ing student at the College of Stat-
en Island, emerged from the sub-
way shaken after finishing her job
at a bank in Midtown.

“It was terrifying to be on the
train.” she said. =1 though, “May-
be he's here! ™

Anincrease in viclent crime has
plagued New York's subway sys-
tem since the beginning of the
pandemic, deterring riders and
prolonging a  pandemic-fueled
drop in overall ridership. In 2021,
rates of violent crime in the sub-
way per million weeckday pas-
sengers spiked almost across the
board compared with 2019, before
the pandemic. Felony assaults in
the system rose nearly 25 percent.

The crime spike has contineed
even after Mayor Eric Adams un-
wedled plans in Jansary to send
hundreds of street-level patrol of-

Continued on Poge A19

Putin Calls Peace Talks
‘Dead End’ and Claims
Focus Is Ukraine’s East

Remarks Appear Aimed at Shoring Up
Support Almost 7 Weeks Into War

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI

President Viadimir % Putin of
Russia said on Tuesday that peace
talks with Ukraine had reached a
“dead end” and he falsely called
the evidence of Russian atrocities
ina Kyiv suburk *fake” using his
first extended remarks about the
war in nearly a month to insist
that Russia would persist inits in-
vasion.

Speaking at a news conference
at a newly built spaceport in Rus-
sia’s Far East, Mr. Putin said that
Ukraine’s negotiating position at
the talks, last held in Istanbul teo
weeks ago, was unacceptable. He
pledged that Russias “military
operation will continue until its
full completion™

But the operation’s goals, he
said, centered on the Donbas re-
gion in eastern Ukraine, where
pro-Russia separatists have been
fighting since 2014. It was the first
time that Mr. Putin himself had ef-
fectively defined a more limited
aim for the war, focusing on con-
trol of the Donbas — and not all of
Ukraine, which Mr. Putin and his
subordinates have said should not
even be an independent country.

“We will act rhythmically and
ealmly, according to the plan that
was initially proposed by the gen-
eral swaff) Mr. Putin said. “Our

goal is to help the people who live
in the Donbas, who feel their un-
breakable bond with Russia”

Just over a month ago, by con-
wrast, Mr. Putin  warned that
Ukraine's leaders risked “the fu-
ture of Ukrainian statehood™ by
resisting the Russian invasion,
which Kremlin military planners
appeared 1o hawve mistakenly
thought could be achieved with
relative ease

Still, Mr. Putin's assertion of
Russia’s more limited war aims in
Ukraing cannot necessarily be
taken at face value, and he may
yet harbor an ultimate goal of tak-
ing control of the former Soviet re-
public. For months leading up to
the Feb. 24 invasion, as Russian
forces massed on Ukraine™s bor-
der, Russian officials  insisted
there were no plans to invade and
that the buildup was merely a mil-
itary exercise.

Ukrainian and Western officials
have said they expect that Russia,
having failed o seize the capital
Kyiv and most other key cities in
an invasion hampered by poor lo-
gistics, would soon mount an in-
tense offensive in the Donbas,
where the Russian military has
been pouring in troops.

Continwed on Poge A0

Stories Behind a Landscape of Horrors in Bucha

By CARLOTTA GALL
and DANIEL BEREHULAK

BUCHA, Ukraine — A mother
killed by a sniper while walking
with her family to fetch a thermos
af tea. A woman held as a sex
slave, naked except for a fur coat
and locked in a potato cellar be-
fore being executed. Two sisters
dead in their home, their bodies
left slumped on the floor for
weeks.

Buchais a landscape of horrors.

From the first dayv of the war,
Feh. 24, ci ns bore the brunt of
the Russian assault on Bucha, a
few miles west of Kyiv, Ukraine's
capital. Russian special forces ap-
proaching on foot through the
wadds shot at cars on the road,
and a column of armored vehicles
fired on and killed a woman in her
ga]l;denasthe'y drove into the sub-
urb.,

Mew Details of Russia’s
Month of Brutality
Against Civilians

But those early cruelties paled
comparison to what came after.
Asthe Russian advance on Kyvi
stalled in the face of fierce resist-
ance, ians said, the enemy oc-
cupation of Bucha slid into a cam-
paign of terror and revenge. When
a defeated and demoralized Rus-
sian Army finally retreated, it left
behind a grim tableau: bodies of
dead civilians strewn on streets,
in basements or in backyards,
many with gunshot wounds to
their heads, some with their
hands tied behind their backs.
Reporters and photographers
for The New York Times spent

maore than a week with city offi-
cials, coroners and scores of Wi
nesses in Bucha, uncovering ne
details of execution-style atroci-
ties against civilians.

The Times documented the
bodies of almost three dozen peo-
ple where they were killed — in
their homes, in the woods, set on
fire in & vacant parking lst — and
learned the story behind many of
their deaths, The Times also wil-
nessed more than 100 body bags
at a communal grave and the
city's cemetery.

The evidence suggests the Rus-
ed recklessly and some-
times sadistically, in part out of re-
venge,

Unsuspecting  civilians were
killed carrying out the simplest of
daily activities. A retired teacher
known as Auntie Lyuda, short for
Lyudmyla, was shot midmorning

Continued on Page All

Lieutenant Governor of New York Steps Down

This article is by Williem K. Rash-
Baum, Nicholas Fendos and Jeffery
C. Mays.

Li. Gow. Brian A. Benjamin of
MNew York resigned on Tuesday,
hours after federal prosecutors
unsealed an indictiment implicat-
ing him in a brazen scheme to en-
rich his political campaigns with
illegal donations.

Gowv. Kathy Hochul, who se-
lected Mr. Benjamin to be her lieu-
tenant governor less than a year

announced that he was step-
ping down immediately “while the

Arrested and Accused
of Illlegal Dionations

legal process plays out™

“It iz clear vo both of us that he
cannot continue to serve as liew-
tenant governor,” she wrote in a
statement Tuesday evenin

The five-count indictment
charging Mr. Benjamin said that
while he was a state senator, he
conspired to direct 50,000 in
state funds wo a Harlem real estate

developer's charity. In exchange,
the developer gathered thousands
of dollars in illegal contributions
to Mr. Benjamin's 2020 Senate
campaign and his unsuccessful
2021 bid for New York City comp-
troller, the indictment said.

Mr Benjamin, who pleaded not
guilty on Tuesday, was also ac-
cused of offering to help the devel-
oper, Gerald Migdol, obtain a zon-
ing variance if he made a 515,000
donation to a separate fund for
State Senate Democrats. The de-
weloper was arvested on federal

Continued on Page AZ]

Inflation Rate Hit 8.5% in Fastest Rise Since 1981

By JEANNA SMIALEK

Inflation hit 8.5 percent in the
United States last month, the fast-
est 12-month pace since 1981, as a
surge in gasoline prices tied to
Russia's invasion of Ukraine add-
ed o sharp increases conving from
the collision of strong demand and
stubborn pandemic-related sup-
plv shortages.

Fuel prices jumped to record
levels across much of the nation
and grocery costs soared, the La-
‘bor Department said Toesday in
its monthly report on the Con-

March Data May Signal
a Possible Peak

sumer Price Index. The price
pressures have been painful for
American households, especially
those that have lower incomes
and devote a big share of their
budgels Lo necessities.

But the news was not uniformly
bad: A measure that strips out
wolatile food and fuel prices decel-
erated slightly from February as

used car prices swooned. Econo-
mists and policymakers took that
as a sign that inflation in goods
might be starting to cool off after
climbing at a breakneck pace for
much of the past year.

In fact. several economists said
March may be a high-water mark
for owerall inflation. Price in-
creazes could begin abating in the
coming months in part because
gasoline prices have declined
somewhat — the national average
for a gallon was $4.10 on Tuesday,
according to AAA, down from a
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INTERMNATIOMNAL A4-14

MNATIONAL AL5-21, 24

SPORTS B7-10

DBITUARIES BI1

DOPINION A22-23

Mental Health in Sierra Leone
After decades of chaining and locking
away psychiatric patients, the country
i= mow building a modern mental health
system from scratch. PAGE AT
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Fight Over L.G.B.T.Q. Limits
Republicans have put forward a wave of
laws on classroom instruction, youth
sports and health care, but that has left
woung people feeling isolated. PAGE A20

Team's Finances Questioned
Congress shared with the Federal Trade
Commission claims that the Washing-
won Commanders withheld ticket reve-
nue from fans and the league. PAGE BS

A Screecher of Dirty Jokes
Gilbert Gottfried, the loudmouthed
comedian who had a bawdy stand-up
act and voiced an animated parrot in
the: family-friendly “Aladdin,” was 67. o
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NEW YORK SUBWAY SHOOTING

Jomn MINCHILLO Assoclated Fress

Police gather at a Brooklyn subway entrance after a gunman in a gas mask set off smoke grenades and
fired a barrage of bullets in a rush-hour train, hitting at least 10 people, authorities said. NATION, AG

Putin calls his war noble;
Biden says 1t’s genoc1de

BuLesTEKIL1c AFPGeity lsages

FIREFIGHTERS carry a body from the rubble of a government building struclk
by Russian rockets in the crucial port city of Mykolaiv in southern Ukraine.

Drones, bombs, silence, death

The battle for castern
Ukraine is coming.
But in the south, the
war's become a cyele.
By NaBiH BuLos

POSAD POEROVSHEE,
Ukraine — With an overcast
sky offering a break from the
ever-watehful eyves of Rus-
sian drones and the artillery
barrages that often follow, a
young Ukrainian soldier
Joined his squad for a bit of

fresh air on the patio of what
had been a cultural center.

“When it's good weather
the Russians camn correct
their targeting with the
drones,” sald Nesquik, a 26-
year-old with the smooth
face of a boy whose nick-
name comes from a choco-
late drink. “Today, they're
Jjust shooting where they
think the targets are — they
have artillery to spare.”

‘The thud of explosions
rumbled somewhere in the
distance.

¥ou hear little else in
Posad Pokrovske, a farming

hamlet in southern Ukraine
transformed into a tableau
of destruction: Houses with
gap-toothed roofs or entire
wings gutted by artillery. A
starving pig trotting down a
crater-riddled street search-
ing for food. The side of the
village school slashed open
by a blast, spilling concrete
blocks and schoolbooks inte
the playground. And silence.
In the almost seven
weeks since Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin ordered
his forces to invade, Ukrain-
ian troops have pushed back
[See War, A5]

The ULS. president
uses the term the
administration has
previously avoided.

By PaTRICK J.
MoIDIONMELL,
Laves KING

AND JTENNY JARVIE

KYIV, Ukraine — As Rus-
sian forces pressed ahead
Tuesday in their drive to
seize the strategic southern
port of Mariupol and en-
circle Ukrainian defenders
in the country’s east, Rus-
sian  President WVladimir
Putin defended his invasion
as anoble cause.

Pul said there was “no
doubt” Moscow would
achieve its alms to protect
Russlan security and, blam-
ing Ukraine, said talks be-
tween the two sides had
reached a “dead end.”

TIkrainian Fresident
Volodymyr Zelensky, inturn,
rejected the idea that Rus-
sia's nearly T-week-old inva-
sion, plagued by logistical
and supply problems, was
going according to plan after
Russlan troops” withdrawal
from the capital, Kyiv.

“The Russian army has
reached alevel of irreparable
losses higher than that of
the Soviet Union in 10 years
of war in Afghanistan.”
he said in an evening broad-
cast to the Ukrainian people.
“Higher than that of
Russia in the two wars in

[See Ukraine, Ad]

Study says state can
see big water savings

As California drought
lingers, report suggests
steps that could cut
use in cities by 30%.

By lan James

Green lawns. old appli-
ances and leaky pipes
all COnSuMme significant
amounts of California’s wa-
ter, and researchers have
calculated in a new study
that the state could reduce
water use by more than 30%
in cities and suburbs by in-
wvesting in measures to use
water more efficiently.

The study by the Pacific
Institute, a water think tank
in Oakland, also found big
untapped potential for ur-
ban areas to reduce strains
on overused rivers and aqui-
fers by investing in local
projects to recycle more

wastewater and capture
more stormwater, While the
researchers determined
that large water savings
could be achieved through-
out the state, they said the
biggest potential lies in
Southern California for re-
ducing water use indoors
and outdoors, reusing
treated wastewater and col-
lecting more runofll when it
rains._

“California has made real
progress in recent years Lo
reduce water use and aug-
ment local water supplies,™
said Heather Cooley, the in-
stitute’s research director.
“Without those past efforts.
our water challenges would
be even more severe. But
more is needed in the lface
of climate change and
drought.”

California went through
an extreme drought from
2012 to 2016 and is now in the

[Sec Water, A12]

ANDY CLAYTON-KING Associnted Press

SEASON ON BRINK
Marcus Morris, right, and the Clippers lost to
Anthony Edwards and Minnesota, leaving them
with a must-win game on Friday. sPorRTs, Bio

Shooting suspeect
won a settlement
Dweal reached before the
Sacramento bloodshed
calls for man to get
BT,H00 over jail incident.
CALIFORNIA, Bi
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(Gangs targeting
L.A. mega-rich,
authorities say

Criminal groups stake
out high-end venues
and trail their victims,
police panel says.

By Kevin RECTOR

More than a dozen Los
Angeles gangs are targeting
some of the city’'s wealthiest
residents in a new and ag-
gressive manner, sending
out crews in multiple cars to
find. follow and rob people
driving high-end vehicles or
wearing expensive jewelry,
according to police.

In many cases, they're
making off with designer
handbags, diamond-stud-
ded watehes and other items
worth tens of thousands of
dollars — if not more — and
then peddling them toblack-
market buyers who are will-
ing to turn a blind eye to the
underlying violence, police
said.

In some cases, suspects
have been arrested but then
released from custody, ac-

cording to police, only to
commit  additional  rob-
beries.

Those are among the
conclusions of a Los Angeles
Police Department task
foree convened at the end of
last wear to identify the
cause of a sudden surge in
“follow-home,” or “Tollow-
off.” robberles, so called be-
cause vietims are robbed
s00n  after leaving luxury
bBoutiques and hotels, ritzy

restaurants, trendy night-
clubs and other locations
where the gangs are scout-
ing for targets,

According to Capt. Jona-
than Tippet, who spear-
heads the task force. police
hawve identified at least 17
gangs, most based out of
South LA, and operating in-
dependently, that are in-
volved. There were 165 such
robberies in 2021 and 56 so
far this year, he said, includ-
ing sewveral over the week-
end.

The area with the most
robberies during that time
was the LAPD's Hollywood
Diivision, with 50, followed by
46 in the Wilshire Division
and 40 in the Central Divi-
slon. which includes down-
town. The Pacific Division
had 17, West LA, 15, North
Hollywood 14 and Topanga
1.

Tippet did not say how
many robberies police at-
tributed to which gangs, but
said individuals allegedly af-
filiated with both the Bloods
and Crips have been identi-
fled among the culprits. Sus-
pectswho police have identi-
fied have pleaded not guilty,
and their cases are pending.
The task force is still work-
ing to build cases against
other suspects

Through surveillance vi-
deo and other evidence, po-
lice hawve identified crews
rolling three to Mive cars deep
in some of the attacks, Tip-
petsaid, with gang members
Jumping out and blindsiding

[See Gangs, AT]

CARGLYN KASTER Associabed Press

PRESIDENT BIDEN traveled to lowa on Tuesday to
showecase a new effort to lower gasoline prices.

ANALYSIS

Inflation spoils
Biden’s message
on economy

As prices keep rising,
the president struggles
to tout job creation,
other signs of growth.

By ELI STOKOLS
AND DoN LEE

WASHINGTOMN — It's a
maxim in politics; Bad econ-
omic news Lrumps the good.
And that is what scares
President Biden and Demao-
crats.

On Tuesday, inflation hit
anew40-year high.

Just five days earlier, the
nation's unemployment rate
had plummeted Lo a nearly
s0-yearlow, asign of a strong
economy that the White
House worries is getting lost,
in a swirl of consumer con-
cerns about rising costs and
deeper anxieties triggered
by war and pandemic.

“Economic statistics
don't matter any more in
this polarized political envi-
ronment,” said Steve Israel,
a former Democratic
congressman who oversaw
the party’s campaign arm
from 2000 to "15. The small
percentage of swing voters
up for grabs in November's

midterm election, he said,
rare going Lo make a judg-
ment this fall not based on
charts and data but based
on how they feel about their
Jjobs and paychecks.”

Eager to recast the
public’s view of the economy
on the positive indicators
while acknowledging and re-
sponding to inflation con-
cerns, Biden traveled to
Iowa on Tuesday Lo show-
case a new effort to lower
gasoline prices, announcing
that E-15 gas, with its higher
ethanol content, will be able
tobe sold this summer.

The actlon. aimed at re-
ducing the reliance on oil,
follows Biden's move last
week Lo release millions of
barrels of oil from the na-
tion’s strategic reserves,
With more than half of the
1.2% consumer price index
gain in March coming from a
surge in gasoline — and
pushing up annual inflation
to 8.5% — the White House
has continued to character-
ize the trend as “Putin's
price spike,” casting blame
on Russian President Viadi-
mir Putin, whose invasion of
Ukraine has roiled global en-
ergy markets.

High prices for gas, along

[See Inflation, A9]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Air cargo is taking off as an option to bypass supply-chain logjams. A8
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Pace of
inflation
hastened
in March
Prices of everyday items

increased 8.5%
compared with 2021

BY RACHEL SIEGEL

The inflation surge in the Unit-
ed States picked up speed in
March, as prices rose 8.5 percent
ecompared with a year ago. It was
the largest annual increase sinee
December 1881, with ene
prices spiking because of Russia's
war in Ukraime.

The White House and Federal
Reserve have launched several
imitiatives to try to corral the
rising prices, but higher costs
appear to be everywhere, particu-
larly in consumer staples that
most families cannot do without.
Gasoline, food and a range of
other products have  become

Iy more expensive, creat-
ing economic strains for house-
hwalds and businesses, and politi-
cal problems for the White House
and congressional Democrats.

The economy is now expected
to grow at a slower pace later this
vear, inm part because inflation
causes families and businesses to
rethink certain purchases and
potentially tap the brakes on
spending.

The inflation data, released
Tuesday by the Burean of Labor
Statistics, showed prices rose
1.2 percent in March compared
with February. Price increases for
was, shelter and food were the
largest contributors to inflation,
underscoring how  inescapable
these cost increases have become,

Inflation was relatively steady,
even low, for much of the past
decade, but it picked up signifi-
cantly as the glol BC OO
emerged from the pandemic. A
numbm' of economists and poli-

rs thought inflation
would ease this year as supply
chain  isswes cleared up and

SEE INFLATION 0N ALG

The strengest inflation surge in
decades continues unabated
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A social media video image shows

Democracy Dies in Darkness

WAL B WYLDE/ASSOCISTED PRESS

T from a

Ay car in a Brooklyn station

Tuesday after an attack in which officials say 2 man opened two smoke grenades before firing a gon.

Smoke-shrouded shooting
incites panic in Brooklyn

Manhunt ensues after 10 shot, 29 hospitalized in N.Y. subway rampage

BY EmMmmanveL FELToN,
Mark BERMAN,
Kin BELLWARE

AND JOANNA SLATER

NEW TORKE — An attacker rid-
ing the subway in Brooklyn
led a rush-hour train with
smoke before opening fire Tues-
day moming, police said_shoot-
ing 10 people and leaving be-
find a chaotic scene, a sweeg-
ing manhunt and mounting
questions abouat the violence.

The rampage sent more than
two domen people to hospitals,
eut off train service and locked
down area schools, rocking a
city already shaken by the rise
in gun viclenee since the pan-
demmic b

Police sabd Tuesday evening
that after o daylong investiga-
tion, they had identified & per-
=om of interest but had no one in
eustody in connection with the
attack. And officials said they
still did not know what motivat-

ed the attacker.

“Clearly, this  individual
boarded the train and was in-
tent on violence,” Keechant L.
Sewell, the New York polles
commissioner, said during a
news briefing.

At least 29 people connected
to the incident were treated at
hospitals Toesday, including
punshot vietims as well as peo-
ple whe suffered smoke inhala-
tion or were hurt during the

SEE SHOOTING 0 A8

A feeling of unesse: Altack S0s 1o New Yorkers' fears that the eity i Srowing more dangerous. AB

Congress

BY MARK MASEE
AnND MICcKT JTHABVALA

The Washington Commanders
and owner Daniel Snyder “may
have engaged in a troubling, long-
munning, and potentially unlawiful
pattern of financial conduct” that
allegedly involved withholding as
much as $5 million in refundable
deposits from season ticket hold-
ers and also hiding money that
was supposed to be shared among

INTHE NEWS

Letter to FTC says team
may have engaged in
‘unlawful” financial acts

NFL owners, aceording to a letter
sent from the House Committes
on Oversight and Reform to the
Federal Trade Commission on
Tuesday.

The 20-page letter, a copy of
which was obtained by The Wash-
1m;1.0n Post, details allegations

made by Jason Friedman, a for-
mer vice president of sales and
customer service who worked for
the franchise for 24 years. The
letter says Friedman told commit-
e members the team miaintained
neoluding one
set of financial records used w
wnderreport  certain ticket  nev.
enue to the NFL. The letter cites

Lails allegations against Commanders

documentation that the team’s fi-
nancial improprieties may have
extended to tickets registered in
Commissioner Roger Goodells
name. It references evidence that
it =ays indicates the revenoe
gained by the team through these
practices was known internally as
“uiee” and it details allegations

SEE COMMANDERS ON A1S

Jenkins: Pubilic money must stap
going to Snyder — and the NFL, D1

WEDNESDAY., APRIL 13,

2022 - 82

War will persist,
defiant Putin says
as inquiries begin

POSSIBLE CHEMICAL ATTACK BEING PROBED

LS. will expand scope of weapons sent to Ukraine

This articie is by Cote Codeil, Dan
Lamothe, Mary iTyuaking, Keroun
Dewrcirficen and D L. Stern.

Russian President Viadimir Pu-
tin on Twesday called the war in
Ukraine a “tragedy” but insisted
theinvasion will continwe unabat-
ed, as the United States and its
allies  launched investigations
into reports of a possible chemical
attack ahead of an imminent Rus-
sian offensive in the country's

eist,

Putin said there was no clear
end tothe conflict and “no chaice™
bast o forge ahead with the invae-
sion, brushing off the impacts of
punitive sanctions during a visit
to the Amur region in Russia’ far
east where he met with Belam-
sian President Alexander Lukash-
ek

“Wewill act rhythmically, calm-
Iy, according to the plan that was
originally proposed by the Gener-
al Staff.” he said.

“What iz happening in Ukraine
is a tragedy, no doubt about that.
But we had no choice. Tt was just a
matter of time™ before an attack
om Russia, he added,

Misconceptions

Putin also sald peare negotia-
tions had reached a deadlock,
‘blaming the Ukrainian side. “Kyiv
moved away from the Istanbul
aEresments, soowe are back to an
impasse.” Putin said, referring to
negotiations in the Turkish city
late last month, “Yesterday, 1 was
‘told that the Ukrainian side has
changed something in its negoti-
ating position. T don't know the
details yet™

Meanwhile, the Blden adminis-
tration is poised to dramatically
expand the scope of weapons it’s
providing Ukraine, LLS. officials
said Tuesday, with the Pentagon
looking to send armored Hum-
vees and a range of other equip-
ment

The new aid package could be
worth §750 million, these people
said, They spoke on the condition
of anonymity becanse the transfer
has not vet been finalized.

Preliminary plans circulating
among government officials and
lawmakers in Washington includ-
e Mi-l7 helicopters, howitzer
cannons, eoastal defense drones
and protective suits to safeguard

SEE UKRAINE ON As

clouded

Russian view of Ukraine

BY PAUL SONNE,
ELrEn MWAKASHIAA,
Suane HARRIS
AnD JoHN HUuDson

More than six weeks into his
war against Ukraine, Russian
President Viadimir Putin is feel-
ing the sting of failure,

ousands of Russian battle-
field deaths. Three front-line re-
treats by the Bussian military.
Millions of Ukrainians who will
never forgive Moscow. More iso-
lation than ever — and periloushy
fevwr goals achieved.

Putin is now regrouping to
focus his military campaign on

hraine's east in what is widely
seen as “Plan B," after his forces
failed to topple Ukraines govern-
ment or wrest control of its big-
gest cities. All the while, ques-
tions arc mounting about how a

A woman walks through a

damaged
after a Russian attack in Kharkiv, Ukraine,

Russian leader steeped in secu-
rity policy and known for railing
against the folly of regime-
change wars could have sleep-
walked inte a such a strategic
morass,

At issue is a broader quandary
that will occupy historians for
years: How could Russia — a
country with such deep familial,
cultural and historic ties to its
western neighbor — get Ukrmaine
50 WIOng?

Officials in the United Staves
and Europe are piecing together
the answer to that guestion.
What emerges, those officials say,
is a picture of o hubristic and
isolaved leader, beset by biases
and skewed information, press-
ing forward with a calamitous
decision without consulting his
full cohort of advisers. Putin

SEE RUSSIA ON As
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Dbulilding Tuesday

‘Genocide’: President Biden escalates rhetoric over Russian atrocities, A2

A deadly legacy: Use of land mines threatens 1o unds progress. A1L
Military aid: A new ULS, package could be warth S750 million. ALT
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deportes

Boca: triunfo y alivio
Los goles de Benedetto
llegaron justo atiempo

Condos tantos del delantero, los xeneizes

vencieron 2-0a Always Ready en la Libertadores.

FINAL ABIERTO EN
EL CONFLICTO DEL
INSTITUTO DEL CINE

espectdculos

Luis Puenzo le planted al ministro de
Cultura su deseo de continuar al frente
delaentidad, pese alas fuertes criticas
v manifestaciones en sucontra.

GUIA PARA ACTUAR
ANTE ENFERMEDADES
DEL INVIERNO

sociedad

Por las reiteradas preguntas de las familias
con chicos, una pediatra elabord una lista de
recomendaciones basicas para saber engqué
casos irauna guardia. Pagina24

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 13 DE ABRIL DE 2022 LANACION.COM.AR

El campo rechazalaidea
de crear un impuesto a la

supuesta “renta inesperada”

ALERTA. Lo sugirié el ministro Martin Guzman y generd malestar entre los productores

Vuelve el estado de alerta al campo; esta vez
por una iniciativa que dejé entrever anteayerel
ministro de Economia, Martin Guzmin, para
impulsar un proyecto impositivo con foco en
“redistribuir la renta inesperada”.

En el campo, la frase generd sorpresa y ma-
lestar. Es que la actividad estd intervenida por
el Gobierno con los fideicomisoes del aceite v la

tenalos exportadoresexceder un nivel de ventas
entrigoy maiz, y ademds con exportaciones de

Kicillof y Feletti

EL ANALISIS

Fracasa
la ofensiva
contra
la Justicia

Joagquin Morales Sola

LA MACION

i la brutal escalada in-
N flacionaria que podria
poner en apuros hoy al

carne“administradas”. “Noveoen el bolsilloesa Gobierno, cuando se conozca el
rentainesperada; los preciosde losinsumoshan bllsc?n (!esl}egarse_ indice de precios de marzo. Ni
subidomsas quelos granos. La Tentainesperada’ del p]co ]I]ﬂac‘lonarlo la falta del imprescindible gasoil

latieneel Gobierno, porque, conestos preciosde
los granos, los ingresos son muy superiores por
laexportacién”. apunté Elbio Laucirica, vicepre-

Presentaron juntos un plan bonaerense
para controlar precios y se diferenciaron

harina;“volimenesdeequilibrio”,quenopermi-  sidente de Coninagro. Pagina 18 de la gestidn de Guzman, Paginalo
GUERRA EN UCRANIA - DIA 49 Pa‘l‘ico en el Subte el mundo— NUEVA YORK (AP)- El pénicoy el terror golpearon

Putin no
cede y habla
de alcanzar
objetivos
“nobles”

Admitié que las
negociaciones estdin en
un “punto muerto”

Luisa Corradini

CORRESPONSAL EN FRANCIA

PARIS.~ Con su pasmosa hipo-
cresia habitual, Vladimir Putin
reaparecit ayer ante la prensa
en un cosmadromo para asegu-
rar que la ofensiva rusa prosigue
“con calma, armoniosamente v
conformeal plan propuestoporel
Estado Mayor” para alcanzar los
objetivos “claros y nobles” de la
guerra. El autdcrata del Kremlin
minimizd las pérdidas de sus
Fuerzas Armadas, insistiden que
la masacrede Bucha es fuke news
¥ repitid que "su meta principal
esayudaralagentedel Donbass”,
Continiia enlapagina 2

Mosci auin puede sostener
su maguinaria de guerra
Pagina3

El terror ruso en Hostomel:
“Fue como el armageddn”™
Pagina 4

de Nueva York

Sm——
. ‘t%- .

Personas heridas y humo en la estacidén de Brooklyn

ayer a Nueva York cuando un tirador dejé
de unvagon de subte. Elamcante, que también activé un dispositivo
que lanzd humo, ya estd identificado, pere seguia profugo. Pagina 7

17 heridos en el interior

para el campo, que comprome-
te serlamente la produccién
del dnico sector de la economia
que produce cantidades impor-
tantes de délares en un pafs sin
ddlares. Ni el malhumor social
que perciben todas las medi-
ciones de opinidn pliblica y
que coloca a la paz social en el
peligroso territorio de la duda.
Contintia en la paginals

Larretay
Bullrich, sin
acuerdo por
la interna

JUNTOS PORELCAMEIO. Eljefe
de goblerno portefio, Horacio Ro-
driguez Larreta, y la titular de Pro,
Patricia Bullrich, no! llegar
aunacuerdosobrelaformade defi-
nirlacandidatura presidencial du-
rante una cumbre organizada por
MauricioMacri para acercar posi-
ciones. Bullrich ratificé su idea de
avanzarhaciaunainterna. Pagina 12

Conmocion
en un colegio
por presunto
caso de abuso

CAUSA PENAL. La denuncia de
una madre por el presunto abuso
sexual al que habria sido someti-
da su hija de 6 afios en el bafio de
la escuela genera estupor y mo-
viliza a la comunidad educativa
del Colegio Cristo Rey, de Garin,
partido de Escobar. Los acusa-
dos serian cuatro alumnos de ese
mismo establecimiento. Pagina 23
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UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANDQ 102 « N® 33978

Menino trabalha em colheita de cacau de propriedade fami-
liar no municipio de Medicilandia, No Pard rsencardesl /Papet socal
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Miercado A20

MNa mira do fisco,
Shopee atinge 2 mi
de vendedores locais
e se diz brasileira

Esporte B7
Novamente no
caminho do Brasil
na Copa, Suica foge
dos esteredtipos
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Codevasfincha com emendas,
lucra com taxa e perde foco

Estatal dedicada a irrigagao retém 4,5% de verba e passa a fazer asfaltamento

Uma torrente de emendas
parlamentares levou a esta-
tal federal Codevasf (Com
panhia de Desenvolvimen-
to dos Vales do Sao Francis-
co e do Parnaiba) a mudar
seu foco de projetos de ir-
rigacao no semidrido para
obras de pavimentacio até
em regides metropolitanas.

Trabalho
infantil no
pais pode ser
7 vezes maior

O niimero de jovens bra-
sileiros de 7 a 14 anos que
exerce algum tipo de tra-
balho infantil pode ser cer-
ca de sete vezes maior do
que aquele apontado pe-
las estatisticas oficiais, de
acordo com um estudo
inédiro gque mediu a sub-
notificacio do trabalhona
infancia. Esse € um proble-
ma que compromete tan-
to a fiscalizacio quanto a
formulagao de politicas
pliblicas. Mercado a12

Inflagao nos EUA
tem maior marca
em mais de 41 anos

Mercado A6

Iustrada C1

Documentos da empresa
e orgios de fiscalizacio in-
dicam expansio desordena
da e com controle precirio
de gastos, enquanto visitas
acidades de Maranhéo, Per-
nambuco e Alagoas expdem
anui qualidade dos servigos
executados, relatam Mateus
Vargas e Flivio Ferreira.

Em acampamento
indigena, Lula
propoe ministério
Emvisita ao Acampamen-
to Terra Livre, que retine
populagdes tradicionais, o
ex-presidente Lula fez um
mea culpasobre o que dei-
xou de ser feito pelos indi-
genas em seu governo e
lhes prometeu criar um
ministério para suas cau-
sasse for eleirto. politicass

Aempresa, cuja atuagio foi
de1.641 para2.675 municipi-
os sob o governo de Jair Bol
sonaro, cobra uma taxa ad-
ministrativa de 4,5% do va-
lor dos repasses, que afirma
usar em “servigos de opera-
cionalizacdio e em atividades
de fiscalizacio associadosa
execucao das emendas”

Marcelo Coelho
Aborto e o medo
de perder voto

Na esfera priblica, aceitam-
s¢ as proibigoes do Antigo
Testamento; navidareal, o
bom senso sugere que nio
faz sentido ter cinco fi-
Ihos sem condicio de lhes
daralimento. Consolida-se
um tabu, proibindo até que
um politico togue no tema
com clareza. Ilustradacs

Ataque a tiros no metro de
Nova York deixa 23 feridos

Ao menos dez pessoas fo-
ram baleadas e outras 13
também ficaram feridas
apds um atagque a tros on-
tem em uma estacao de me-
trd da regiao do Brooklyn,
em Nova York. Segundo a
governadora de NY, Kathy
Hochul, a acionio € inves-
tigada como terrorismo.

: TR g
Pessoas feridas em plataforma da estagdo de metrd Rua 36, na regido do Brooklyn, em Nova York, apds ataque a tiros na manha de ontem asmes sommenisn vis Reuters

Dona Ivone Lara, 100

Cantora, que faria um século, levou décadas
de trabalho na satide mental para sua obra

O suspeito, que estaria
usando mascara de gds e
vestindo colete verde, nao
havia sido localizado até a
conclusio desta edicio.

Cinco dos feridos estavam
em estado grave, mas est:i-
vel, de acordo com a poli-
cia. Nenhum deles corria
risco de morte. Mundo A9

I ada C4

Gil e Fernanda
Montenegro poupam
R$ 50 mil ao trocar
alfaiate da ABL

ustr

Ovalor empenhado paraa
esraral saltou de R$ 1,3 bilhdo
para R$ 3,4 bilhdes. Em seu
plano de negdcios de 2021,
porém, a Codevasf diz que o
maior fluxo somado a redu-
¢io da verba ordindria difi-
cultam "o planejamento e o
monitoramento” dasagdese
afetam resultados. politicaas

Documento liga
abusos a mineracio
em terra yanomami

Um novo relatdrio produ-
zido por associagbes sobre
adestruigio provocada pe-
lo garimpo dentro da terra
indigena yanomamiapon-
tacasos de abusos sexuais,
assédios e oferta de bebi-
da alcodlica, além do au-
mento de desmatamento
da Amazdnia. ambiente B4

Maioria é contra

Carnaval fora de

épocaem SPe R]

Adiado para abril, o Car
naval enfrenta baixa po-
pularidade, indica o Data-
tolha. S 17% dos entrevis-
tados pelo instituto no es-
tado de Sdo Paulo apoiam
arealizacio dafesta entre
os dias 20 e 23 deste més,
Ja no Rio de Janeiro, esse
numero € 26%. cotidiano B

PCC controla crime de
Pix em SP, afirma policia
A Policia Civil apura gru-
po comandado pelo PCC
especializado em furto e
roubo de celulares para
invadir contas e fazer Pix,
além de “exportar* apare-
lhos. Sua base € na regiao
da avenida Paulista. 2

Capital paulista
tera temperatura
baixa na Pascoa
e em Tiradentes
Cotidiano Bl

ATMOSFERA
Sao Paulo hoje
27
~/ 19"
o

Amanhs
16" 227

Fonte: www.climatempo,.com.br

EDITORIAIS A2

Tiineis para o cofre
Sobre despesas nebulosas
na Codevasf e no FNDE.

As cartas de Putin
Acerca de popularidade
e estratégia do autocrata.
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= 35.000

ULTIMAHORA =

www.ultimahora.com Eﬂis

Tributacion se opone a una reduccion del impuesto selectivo al consumo

Petropar subio sus precios
tras la derogacion del subsidio

El anuncio fue dado por el presidente de la petrolera estatal y entraron en vigencia desde
la medianoche. Aun con los reajustes, estan por debajo del de los demas emblemas.

FAGIMA 1D a la 1F

Junta Departamental aprobd su balance
Hugo Javier tiene prision
domiciliaria después de
recurrir 5 meses a chicanas

PAGIMAS 2y 3

UH ofrece Podcast de
gran riqueza religiosa y
cultural para Semana
Santa a través de la

plataforma Spotify j;

Otra tradicidn que se recupera
Después de confinamientos

se disparo el éxodo citadino
hacia el interior del pais

PACENS 21

Cerrolhizo valer su Iocalla
Ollmpla no pudo con Pefiarol

Dispar. [ L3 Nugva

Fiscalia, impedida de presentar acusacion
Nueva recusacion a jueza en
proceso a Cucho Cabafia, que
corre riesgo de prescripcion

FaDIML 5a. |
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® A laune: nos plus belles escapades de printernps
' » Restaurants: la cuisine japonaise a Il'honneur

iberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge Batteur » Beaumarchais

RELIGION

PERE HUMBRECHT

«NE CHERCHONS PAS

A EMBRIGADER DIEU » pace22

JUSTICE

Affaire Tarig
Ramadan:

fin de l'instruction

EUROPE DE L'EST
Dans le Donbass,
l'armeée ukrainienne
craint de perdre

son avantage

PAGE 14

FOOTBALL
Rejetée il v a un an,
la Super Ligue
tente de lancer

sa contre-attaque
PAGE I7

ECONOMIE
Coup de frein
sur le commerce
mondial paces 2412

ENERGIE
EDF plante enfin
une éolienne

en mer en France
PAGE 27

MEDIAS
La presse appelle

I'Etat al'aide face a
I'explosion du prix
du papier ra

JS) «LeSriLanka
au bord

du gouffre

= Prési-
dentielle:

les tribunes de
Mathieu Laine
et de Julien
Aubert

- La chronique
de Bertille
Bayart

= L'analyse
dEugénie

CHAMPS |

Reéponses a la question
de mardi :

Etes-vous favorable
aun «front républicain »
contre Marine Le Pen?

oul NON
41% 59%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 303671

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigarofr
Approuvez-vous I'appel
de Nicolas Sarkozy

& soutenir

Emmanuel Macron ?

COLLECTION PERSOMMELLE
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ALEXANDER MEMER

Retraites : Macron lache du
lest pour séduire la gauche

Le candidat en campagne pour sa réélection n'exclut pas de ramener I'dge légal de départ
alaretraite 4 64 ans, au lieu des 65 ans inscrits dans son projet. Le RN ironise sur ce revirement.

Emmanuel Macron I'a répete
mardl en Alsace: il est pret a
revaoir son projet de réforme
des retraites. Le candidat est
ouvert & des discussions sur le
ryvthme et les bornes de 1'ige

sujet.  Cet  assouplissement
avait éré envisagé au solr du
premier tour, mais les inter-
pellations des Frangais 1'ont
poussé i l'annoncer dés le
lendemain. «On ne peur pas

écouter les gens, dire: “Je ne
bouge pas®=, s'est-il justifié.
Ce faisant, le chef de I"Etat
donne un coup de barre a
gauche pour tenter de séduire
notamment les électeurs de

légal de départ., 1l n'exclut pas
non plus un référendum sur le

dire le dimanche soir: “Je veux
raszembler”,

el, quand on va Le Pen

Dans Marioup©0l en ruine; -

O 1 B o -
lavancée inexorable désgorces russes

Jean-Luc Mélenchon, Marine
qui se garde bien de

reculer I'age legal de départ a
la retraite dans son projet pré
sidentiel - et tous les ténors
du Rassemblement national
n'onl pas mangué de dénon
cer derridre cette reculade les
faux-semblants et la brutalité
du projet de leur adversaire.

- UNE REFORME NECESSAIRE

FACE AUX BESOINS
DE FINANCEMENT
<* LERN ATTAQUE LE FLOU
DU PRESIDENT-CANDHDAT

EMN FAISANT MURIR L'OPINION
PAGES 2, 3 ET LEINTORIAL

Les soldats russes (notre photo) resserrent leur étau sur les derniéres troupes ukrainiennes qui défendent Marioupol, cité
portuaire martvrisée par plis de 40 jours de siége et de bombardements. Le reportage de notre envoyeé spécial. PAGES R ETI3

E EDITOR_[AL par Jacques-Olivier Martin jomartin@lefigaro fr
Rétropédalage

n arriére toute? La campagne du
second tour de la présidentielle a
peine lancee, voila qu’Emmanuel
Macron donne déja le sentiment de
marcher & reculons sur les retrai-
tes, En zigeaguant... Interrogé al'issue de son
déplacement lundi dans le Nord, le chef de
I"Exat s"est dit prét i discuter du «rythme = et
des «bornes = de la réforme, n'exclut pas un
référendum (perdu d’avance) sur la ques-
tion, tout en réaffirmant qu'il est Impératif de
la mener. Derriére ce revirement, son objec
tif est trés clair : appéter les electeurs de Jean
Lue Mélenchon qui ne veulent surtout pas
travailler jusgqu’a 65 ans, alors que leur can-
didat leur promettait la quille & 50 ans!
Le Macron de 1'entre-deux-tours vire & gau
che. OUn ke pressentait. Mais de 1a & sabrer son
chantier économique ke plus emblématique,
c'est osé ! 1l prend le risque de facher ses élec
teurs de dimanche dernier sans certitude de
contenter ceux de La France insoumise. Sur-
tout, il hypothégque séricusement sa capacité
réformatrice déja entamée aprés I'échec de
sa premiére tentative de grand soir des re-
traites il ¥ a deux ans. Que restera-t-il dans
les prochains jours de son projet de RSA
conditionné & une activité minimum, ou du

« travailler plus pour gagner plus» proposé
aux enseignants, le gros du bataillon des
electeurs de I'Insoumis en chef 7 5'il continue
a agir de la sorte, pas grand-chose.

Or, la France, malgré le rebond de la crois-
sance de ces derniers mois, esl un pays su
rendetté, champion du monde de la dépense
publique, qui travaille moins que ses voisins
et croule sous les déficits (public et commer-
cial). Les réformes

Laréforme des retraites, de la

des retrajtes durée du travail, de
. la fiscalité, de
ne se IMOonnale .. ne se mon
pas caontre naient pas contre
. quelques voix in
ql.]elques VoI certaines. Emma-
incertaines nuel Macron doit

élargir sa base élec
torale (v compris a droite} sans renoncement
ni démagogie, Cest justement e qui peut le
distinguer de Marine Le Pen, qui distribue a
tout-va sans se préoccuper de financement
et se garde bien de proposer des réformes dif -
ficiles indispensables pour moderniser le
pays, créer les richesses et les emplois de de
main. Halte au rétropédalage, monsicur le
candidat, et marche avant towte ! |

MR 2504 TUN I BO0DT  IS5H 01625852

Le soutien

de Sarkozy a
Macron seme
le trouble
chez Les
Républicains

L'ancien chefl de I'Etat est sorti
de son silence, mardi, pour
apporter son soutien 4 Emma
nuel Macron au second tour de
la présidentielle. lappelle A un
« razgemblement = autour du
président-candidat qui pour-
rait accélérer la recomposition
de la droite, Les macronistes,
eux, accueillent ce ralliement
avec prudence, a I'heure on
I'adwersaire de Marine Le Pen
doit avant tout convainere les
électeurs de gauche. PAGE &

RICHARD MILLE
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His works sell for more . %
than Picasso’s - but does il N
that mean he's better? 1
G2 §

News provider of the year

PM: I broke my own
law but I refuse to go

Partygate fines mean
Johnson and Sunak are
first PM and chancellor
to be hit by criminal

|
sanctions while in office .. B
Rowena Mason I
Aubrey Allegretti {

Boris Johnson has been fined for
breaking his own Covid laws by
attending a party for his birthday in
No 10 - but he vowed yesterday to
fight on as prime ministerin defiance
of furious calls for him to quit.

Rishi Sunak, the chancellor, and
Johnson's wife, Carrie, were also
given fixed-penalty notices for
attending the gathering on 19 June
2020 in the cabinet room, with
the Metropaolitan police saying yes-
terday that more than 50 had been
issued. All three said yesterday that
they had paid their penalties.

Johnson and Sunak are thought
to be the first sitting prime minister
and chancellor to face criminal sanc-

Ty s

T,

1l
tions. Both men werealsoaccused of
misleading parliament by previously !
denying they had attended parties "
during lockdown.
Johnson issued a “full apologv™ X

and rejected callstoquit, but his posi-
tion remains in peril in the weeks to
come as the police are still investigat-
ing uptosix further gatherings where
he is said to have been present.
Sunak gave an *unreserved apol-
ogy” for attending the gathering,
saying he deeply regretted “the
frustration and anger caused™ and
confirming the £50 had been paid.
But after hours of silence that
prompted Tory MPs to
speculate he could quit, oe A Boris Johnson and the chancellor, Rishi Sunak, who have received fixed-penalty notices for attending a party during lockdown suotoceaest: wiLL oLIVER/Ers

Inside The PMand chancellorshould | ‘My husband died of Covid, and we
pay a price beyond their fines all obeyed the rules No 10 flouted’
Guardianeditorial FranHall

Journal Page 2 Journal Page4
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