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What’s
News
Business 5 Finanece
R —

ocaring gasoline prices

are pushing contract
drivers for FedEx and
some U.S. drivers for Uber
and Lyft to plead with the
companies for more finan-
cial help even after the
firms imposed new or
higher fuel surcharges on
their customers. Al

+ Elon Musk, in a rever-
sal, will no longer join
Twitter's board, the com-
pany"s CEQ Parag Agrawal
said in a tweet. AL

# China’s car sales fell
more than 10% in March,
as car makers grappled
with extended manufac-
turing halts and supply
chain disruptions. Bl

# Ajrlines are adding
staff and cutting flights in
an effort to avoid the tur-
mwoil that marked opera-
tions last summer. Bl

# Analysts have been
slashing expectations for
deposit levels at the big-
gest 1.5, banks, as antici-
pated sharp rate increases
by the Fed to combat infla-
tion are set to ripple
through the industry in
unpredictable ways. B1

# Citigroup has traveled
a bumpy road back to fa-
wvor with Riyadh after
Saudi Arabia snubbed the
bank for shutting down its
operations in the kingdom
after the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks. Bl

*+ ATET's Stankey said in-
flation could prompt the
company to raise prices
for some core services. B4

World - Wide
e

#+ Ukraine and Russia
poured reinforcements. into
eastern Ukraine, preparing
for what is likely to be-
come the war's biggest
battles as refugees contin-
ued to flee the looming
Russian assault. Al, AG-T

# Macron and Le Pen led
the first round of France's
presidential election, ac-
cording to projections, set-
ting the stage for a closely
contested runoff amid pub-
lic frustration over high in-
n and immigration. AL

* China has

irial target for tighter reg-
ulation as Washington tries
to come to grips with the

cryptocurrency industry. AS

+ Wildfires are posing
new financial risks for
utilities outside of Califor-
mia as victims of recent
fires seek compensation
for their losses. A3

+ Pakistan's opposition said
it doesn't plan to move for
immediate elections after the
prime minister was ousted
ona nee vote. AL
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Christians Around World Gather to Observe Palm Sunday

SACRED: Clockwise from top, Roman Catholic clergy carry palm bran:h“ Sundmr at Ilu Church of the Holy Sepulchr
Jerusalem’s Old City; worshipers gather in the Iragi town of Al-Qosh; and Pope Francis celebrates Palm Sunday Mass.

Ukraine,
Russia
Rearm on
New Front
Moscow aims to seize
rest of eastern Donbas

region, utilize its edge
in conventional fighting

By YAroSLAY TROFIMOV

Ukraine and Russia poured
reinforcements into eastern
Ukraine this weekend, prepar-
ing for what is likely to be-
come the war's biggest battles
as refugees continued to flee
ng Russian assault.

3 s main  objective
now is to seize the parts of
the eastern Donbas region not
vet controlled by Moscow.
Unlike the first phase of the
six-week-old  conflict, that
shift is forcing Ukraine into
fighting conventional battles
involving tanks, artillery and
aircraft on flat, often-barren
terrain that allows Russia to
leverage its superiority in
military eguipment.

Fresh Russian tank and ar-
tillery units, as well as forces
withdrawn from areas around
the capital Kyiv, began arriving
in recent days to staging
grounds for the offensive north
of the Ukrainian city of Izyum,
according to footage shown on

Please turn fopage AG

#+ EU looks for a way to cut

imports of Russian ol .. A&
# Conflict sparks an exodus of
Russia’s professionals.... A6

Gas Prices Fuel Battle at Uber, Lyft, FedEx

By Paur Ziosro
AND PREETIRA RaANA

Soaring gasoline prices are
squeezing transportation busi-
nesses and setting off debates
about who will foot the bill.

FedEx Corp., Uber Technolo-
gles Inc. and Lyft Inc. imposed
new or higher fuel surcharges
on customers after Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine shocked en-

ergy markets. But local con-
tractors who own the FedEx
Ground delivery trucks and
some ULS. drivers of the ride-
share serwvices are pleading
with the companies for even
more financial help,
“Everywhere vou look is just
EXPONSes, EXPONSes, eXPenses,”
said Melnik Lywdmila, a 51-
year-old who guit driving for
Uber and Lyft last month. The

companies have tapered the big
bonuses they handed to drivers
at the height of a labor short-
age last year, 50 she sald the
hours she spends behind the
wiheel aren’t worth the pavout.
Ms, Lyudmila, who has driven
for the companies in New York
City since 2016, is looking for
other jobs as she waits for gas
prices to fall.

The war in Ukraine and

sanctions imposed on Russia,
the world's second largest
crude-oil exporter, have further
driven up the costs of fuels
around the globe. The national
average price for a gallon of
regular gasoline in the U.S.
jumped to $4.22 in March, up
20% from February. Prices for a
gallon of diesel, the fuel used
by truckers, averaged $5.11 in
March, up 27% in a month,

“It's been rough,” said Timo-
thy Richards, who owns a sin-
gle truck and has two drivers
weorking for his Tauro Trocking
LLC business in Huntsville, Ala.
“A lot of these shippers, they
really don’t care that gas is sig-
nificantly high. They just want

Flease furn to page A7

#* James Mackintosh: Inflation
may be here for a while. BL

Twiller Says
Musk Now
Won’t Serve
On Board

By Sarvanor RODRIGUER
Anp GinGER Apams Ores

Eillionaire Elon Musk has
decided he will no longer join
the Twitter Inc. board of di-
rectors, CEQ Parag Agrawal
tweeted on Sunday night.

The announcement of the
reversal comes after Mr. Muosk
spent a weekend tweeting crit-
icisms, suggestions and appar-
ent jokes about the social me-
dia company.

The Tesla Inc. and SpaceX
CEQ, who recently became
Twitter’s largest shareholder,
tweeted about the platform
throughout the weekend. He
asked his 81 million followers
if they thought that Twitter
was dying and pointed out
that several top Twitter ac-
counts, including those of art-
ists Taylor Swift and Justin
Bieber, rarely tweet.

Other tweets seemed less
serious,

“Delete the w in twitter?”
Mr. Musk asked his Twitter
followers in a poll.

Mr. Agrawal said that the
board had had many discus-
sions with Mr Musk about
joining the board. Mr. Agrawal
and the board were excited
about collaborating with Mr.
Musk but expected him “to act
in the best interests of the
company and all our share-
holders,” Mr. Agrawal wrote
in a note posted on his Twit-
ter account.

Mr. Musk’s appointment
was set to start on Saturday,
but, Mr. Musk “shared that
same morning that he will no
longer be joining the board,”

ease turn to page A4

Scottie Scheffler Wins Masters

The 25-year-old American and world No. 1 on Sunday took
his first major at Augusta National, riding a stretch that has
established him as golf's pre-eminent young star. A14

French Runoff Pits

Macron vs. Le Pen

By STacy MECHTRY
Ann Nognie BlssERBE

PARIS—President Emman-
uel Macron and far-right
leader Marine Le Pen led the
first round of France's presi-
dential election, according to
projections, setting the stage
for a closely contested runoff
amid public frustration owver
high inflation and immigration.

Mr. Macron garnered 28.2%
of the estimated vote ahead of
Ms. Le Pen with 22.9%. The two
will now face off in an April 24
rematch of the 2017 election
that will test whether Mr. Ma-

crom can rekindle the coalition
of disaffected socialists and
conservatives that fueled his
landslide victory five wears ago.
Sunday’s wote illustrated
how France's political land-
srape has grown increasingly
polarized since Mr Macron
took office. Candidates for the
socialist and conservative par-
ties garnered a combined .73
of the estimated wvote, com-
pared with 26% in thc last
election. Contenders from the
far right and far left won sup-
port from more than half of
the electorate.
Please turn fopage A9
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By Jrvounc Somn

SEQUL—Jeong Bo-ram’s
new fascination has him chas-
ing mass-produced pastries,
delivery trucks—and his child-
hood memories.

His targets are $1.20 bak-
ery items sold with random
Pokémon stickers that fly off
store shelves in South Korea.

Just a few short of a full
159-sticker collection, 29-
year-old Mr. Jeong has gone
to more than 10 convenience
stores and supermarkets a
day, often leaving empty-
handed. He has shelled out
hundreds of dollars. He has
learned the evening restock
times throughout his neigh-
borhood to know when fresh
drop-offs occur,

Pokémon Stickers Are Back for
Koreans Nostalgic for Childhood

Pastries include a surprise sticker, just like

‘felt like winning the lottery’

“As kids we really couldn’
afford enough pastries to have
a shot at getting a full sticker
set,” said Mr. Jeong, a cloth-
ing store owner who lives in
the central South Korean city
of Chungju. “T will continue
on until 1 finish_ "

More than two decades
ago, the Pokémon sticker-and-
treat duc caught on with a
generation of South Korean
children, before the craze
passed after a few wyears and
the products were discontin-
ued. Now the goodies are back
just in time for the country™s
broader retro boom, fed by
vech-savwy adults nostalgic for
simpler times.

South Koreans are going to
great lengths to live out the

ease furn o page A2

Schools Mess Drives
Parents to GOP

Some Democratic voters, frustrated with
party’s Covid policies, are backing Republicans

By MicuaeL C. BENDER

BRIDGEWATER, MN.J—Dem-
oerat Jennifer Loughran spent
the pandemic’s early days
sewing face masks for neigh-
bors. Last month, as a newly
elected school-board member,
she vated to Lift the district’s
mask mandate. That came
four months after she vored
for the state's Republican can-
didate for gowernor.

After a monthslong politi-
cal identity crisis, Ms.
Loughran decided her opposi-
tion to her party's mask man-
dates, economic restrictions
and school-closure policies
outweighed her support for

positions on climate change,
abortion and gay rights, at
least for the moment.
Watching her daughter fall
behind in virtual kindergarten,
Ms. Loughran had grown so
frustrated not knowing when
her children would return to
the classroom that she joined
a group that attracted right-
leaning parents in its school-
recpening push. She was un-
happy that Gowv. Phil Murphy
didn’t fight to reopen schools
sooner, and she associated his
fellow Democrats with mask
mandates and restrictions.
She hasn't decided which
party to pick this fall in her
Please turn to page AIO
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Reality check

Saving Kyiv

Ukrainian ingenuity and Russian
blunders turned the tide —paces

USA $2.5%0 Cansds CE3.00

Grim prognosis

Pursuit of p

ofit boc

healthcare —rama

Crunch time
France goes
to the polls

Asvoter beaves a polling booth in Le Tou-
quet n northern France after marking
her ballot paperin the first raund of the
French presidential election yeste)

Early projections indicated that
Emmanue] Macron, the incumbent. will
gothrough to the second round of voting
in two weeks" time alongside far-right
candidate Marine Le Pen.

Tumout was lower than in the first
rounds of the two previous elections in
2002 and 2007 but above the record low
of 2000

Macron defeated Le Pem by the second
round in the previows contest five years.
ago. This time arcund his projected
margin of victory has been squeezed,
sending {itters through fimancial
markets.

Kyiv urges energy traders to stem
‘blood money’ feeding Putin's war

e Russia crude ‘finances genocide’ e Trade to Europe nets $850mn dailv e Signs of atrocities rise

MARRY DEMPSEY, NEIL HUME &HD
CHELSEA BRUCE-LOCKHART — LONDON
ADHH REED — KWV

The Ukrainian government has called
an seme of the world's largest encrzy
traders to stop handling Russian coode
oil, accusing them of funnelling “bleod
money”™ to Moscow amid mounting evi-
dence of troops” atrocities against
Ukrainian civilians,

Vitol, Trafigura, Glencore and Ganvor
have continued 1o 1§ large volumes of
Russian crude and products including
diesel since the outhreak of war, acoond-
g to ship tracking and port data.

Oleg Ustenke, economic adviser to
President Volodymyr Zelensky of
Ukraine, todd the Financlal Times that
the traders were "helping Russia to
recebve this blood money™, “They are in

Lockdowns spell trouble
ahead for Chinese farmers

Villages In threa north-sastern Chinasa
provinoes have been sealed off to try
o stem the spread of Covid-1%, ralsing
concern over preparations for the
spring planting season. Min, Laoning
and Heliong{lang account for mone
Than 20 per cent of China's grain
production and the problems with
patting the harvest under way coma
as the war in Ukraine has stopped
shipments of corn, an Important
Ihvestock feed, bo China.

Heavy strains » pact &

this cycle of financing war crimes and
genocide,” he said,

Ukrainkan troops advancing into
parts of the country occupied by Rus-
sian forces for more than a menth
have heard accounts of atrocities

fig kel limgs, tarture, and rape.

More than 1,200 bodies have been
recovered in the region around Kyiv
alone, Iryna Venediktova, Ukraine’s
prosecutor-general, told Sky News.

Ulkcraime s pursuing abowt 5,600 cases
of war crime against more than 500 mil-
itary, political and other officials in Rus-
sia. Moscow denbes that its forces have
comnmirted war criemes.

Ustenko wrote to the four energy
traders at the end of March demanding
that they stop trading Russian hydro-
carbons Immediately because export

US banks to post steeper than expected
slowdown in revenues as M&A dries up

JOEHUA FRANKLIN — HEW YORE

The largest US banks are set to report
their biggest slowdown in investiment
revemie in years et weel, as
the dealmaking engine that helped o
propal Wall Street to record profits kst
Fear sputters.
Banks were braced for a slowdown fol -
lowing a blockbuster 2021 but it has
been worse than expecied. Equity capl-
tal markets and IPOs in particular have
slowed dramatically in recent weeks.
Executives blamed Russlka’s mvasion of
Ukraine and the subsequent market
wolatility that it triggered.

“For the first quarter, year over year,
we were probably expecting capital
markets revenue to be down [about]
10-20 per cent, as a range scross the
banks. And mow we're down 30-50 per
cent. It pretty materially weaker” said

revenues were funding Moscow's pur-
chase of weapons. Russian exports of
crude oil, relined products and gas Lo
Europe alone are estimated to p
Moscow with $850mn in revenue a day,
acooiding to the Braegel think-tank.

Russian forces are regrouping for a
major offensive in the eastern Donbas
region, according to Ukrainian and for-
elgn defence officials.

Yesterday Russia destroged the air-
port in Daipro, ane of eastern Ukraine's
largest cithes, Valentyn Rexnichenko,
Dmipro’s negional governor, said ina post
on Telegram. The FT cannot verify
Ukcrainian and Russian military claims.

From the start of the war in late Feb-
ruary to the end of March, Glencore,
Vifol, Trafigura and Gunvor discharged
33 tankers carrying roughly 20mmn bar-

Matt o' Connor, head of large-cap bank
research at Dewtsche Bank.

PMorgan Chase will be the firet bank
o dischose sarnings, on Wed nesday, fol-
lowed by Citigroup, Goldman sachs and
Morgan Stanley on Thursday. Bank of
Amnerica reports earmings next Monday.

i average, the benders are expected
to report a 26 per cent drop in invest-
ment banking fees, according to
EBloomberg estimates. Amalysts forecast
that average overall revermves will fall by
about 10percent.

Executives hope the current market
volatility 18 merely delaying deals that
will eventually get dome later in the year,
though doubts are emerging over how
temporary the showdawn will be.

e positive for banks is expected to
be revenue from trading, which sheuld
experivncesmaller declines.

JPMorgan analysts wrote in a research

energy traders
inchading

Vitol, Trafigura,

Glencore and
Gunvor [ace
demands to
stop handling
hydrocarions
from Fussia

relsof crude and ofl products leaded at
Russian ports, according to an analysis
of Refinitiv data by Global Witness, a
lobley group, reviewed by the FT.

The figures inchude oil produced in
Eazakhstan and Turkmenistan but
shipped from Russian ports.

The trading companies said they une-
quivecally cond emmned the war. Trafig-
ura said it was buying lower volumes of
Russian oll than before the invasion.
Gunvar said its refinery in Ingolstadt,
Germany, was using no Russian-origia
crude oil, and no barrels had been
bowght for future processing, Glenoore
sabd it would not enter any new trading
Ibusirsess with Russian commedities.
War bn Ukralne page 25 3
Liquidity limlis iraders” scope page 7
Ruchir Sharma & Martin Sandbu page 19

= Demand for Covid vaccines declines
Demand for Covid-19 jabs has hakved since the start
of thizyear as people in rich countries become more
refuctant to take boosters and vaccine

peTsists i1 POGTEr NAKGIS. — PAGE & BIGREAD, PAGE 17

= Pakistan MPs to confirm Sharif as Py
Lawmakers are to install o ppesition leader Shehbaz
Sharifas prime minister today after Imran Khanwas
ousted ina no-confidence vote, drawing a line under
weeks ofuncertainty.— Pace &

= Macro lunds surge on market unrest
Market nectionsowing to the war in Ukraine and
inflation has split the hedge fund sector. Macrofunds
have seenane of their best starts to.a year, buttech
andl growth funds have racked up big losses.— pasE 8

= US afficial to travel to Solomon Islands
Eurt Camphell, the White
House's serdor Asia officlal, isto
make a rare top-bevel visit to the
Pacific islands in asign of Us
alarm over the nation's security |
agreement with China.— pass &

= NSO deemed “valueless” to baclers

The blacklisted lsreli cyber grouplus been desmed
woorthless o its buyowt lirm fund backers, only three
years after they bought the maker of the notorious
Pegasis spyware at a $1bn valuation.— rase &

» Brazil called on to overhaul fiscal rules
Brazil must revamp ks “out of this world” fiscal rales
and imcrease public spending to boost growth, a top
aide tothe lefwing Workers” party, the favourite to
return o power this year, has said — pace &

= Shares in Japan titanium groups soar
‘Traders are betting that titantum suppliers from
Japan will grab much more ofthe ghobal market far
the metal as the Ukmaine war forces western
companies away from Russian producers— ease s

Departure delays In 200, just &
Peonle returned to a thind courttry as  Per ==t =f eeders
&% of thee crdened 1o kave o beave Framce
resutted in s
130 person actsally
el 3000 ]

China Construction Bank

mate this manth: “Commodities trading
lig the best-performing asset class with
[Goldman Sacha] the main beneficary.”

Banks went into 3022 expecting that
any slowdowm in investmnent banking or
trading would be offset by o move by the
Federal Reserve to lift interest rates for
the first time in years, as well as rising
demand for loans as pandemic-era
government stimulus programmes
faded.

Higher rates should help banks make
more money from the loans they issue,
and some analysts are hopeful that
banks will lift guidance on the amount
ithey will earn from net interest Inoome
for 2022,

“The clear bright spot should be net
imterest income, with loan growth real iy
sccelerating throughowt the quarter”
said Jason Goldbery, a bank amabyst at
parclays.
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Today, sunshine followed by in-
creasing clouds, high 58 Tomight,
cloudy, a few showers, low 50. To-
morrow, morning showers, clearing,
high T0. Weather map, Page A20.
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Kushner Firm
Got $2 Billion
From Saudis

Sovereign Wealth Fund
Overruled Advisers

By DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK
and KATE KELLY

x months after leaving the
White House, Jared Kushner se-
cured a 32 billion investment from
a fund led by the Saudi crewn
prince, a close ally during the
Trump administratio espite ob-
jections from the fund’s advisers
about the merits of the deal

A panel that screens invest-
ments for the main Saudi sover-
eign wealth fund cited concerns
about the proposed deal with Mz
Kushners newly formed private
equity firm, Affinity Partners, pre-
wiously undisclosed documents
show,

Those objections included: “the
inexperience of the Affinity Fund
management”; the possibility
that the klngdum would be re-
sponsible for “the bulk of the in-
westment and risk”; due diligence
on the fledgling firm's operations
that found them “unsatisfactory
in all aspects”; a proposed asset
management fee that “seems ex-
cessive”; and “public relations
risks" from Mr, Kushner's prior
role as a senior adviser to
ther-in-law,  former  Pr
Donald J. Trump, according to
minutes of the panel's meeting
last June 30,

But days later the full board of
the $620 billion Public Investment
Fund — led by Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, Saudi Ara-
bia's de facto ruler and a beneficia-
ryv of Mr, Kushner's SuUpport when
he worked as a White House ad-
viger — overruled the panel.

Ethics experts say that such a
deal creates the appearance of po-
tential payback for Mr. Kushner's
actions in the White House — or af
a bid for future favor if Mre Trump
seeks and wins another presiden-
tial term in 2024,

Mr. Kushner played a leading
role inside the Trump administra-
tion defending Crown Prince Mo-

Continued on Page A12
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luggage on Sunday at the bloadied train station in Kramatorsk, where about 50 people were
ed Friday in a missile attack. Abowve, an apartment building in the city that was damaged by

bombings, The people remaining in Kramatorsk fear they will soon be shelled into oblivion,

College Spreads
Beliefs of Right
In K-12 Charters

By STEPHANIE SAUL

With only 1,500 students on a
small-town campus in sowthern
Michigan, Hillsdale College is far
from the power corridors of gow-
ernment and top-ranked universi-
ties.

But it has outsize influence in

the conservative waorkd, with
strong ties o the Washington
elite. Republican  leaders  fre-

guently visit, and Justice Clarence
Thomas delivered the 2006 com-
mencement address, calling Hill
dale a“shining city on a hill” for its
devotion to “liberty as an anteced-
ent of government, not a benefit
from government.”

Mow the college is making new
effarts to reach beyond its cam-
pus, this time with an even young-
er audience. The college is fight-
ing what it calls “progressive™ and
“beftist academics™ by expanding
its footprint in the charter school
world, pushing the boundaries on
the use of taxpayer money for po-
litically tinged education.

Hillsdale has ambitious plans to
add to its network of classical pub-
lic charter schools, which focus on
“the centrality of the Western tra-
dition” And Gowv. Bill Lee of Ten-
nessee recently invited the col-
lege w start 50 schools using pub-
lic funds, including S32 million set
aside Tor charter facilities. Hills-
dale’s network currently includes
24 schools in 13 states,

The college has also developed
the “1776 Curriculum,” which sets

Continued on Page Al5

Macron and Le

By ROGER COHEN

PARIS — President Emmanuel
Macron will face Marine Le Pen,
the French far-right leader, in the
runoff of France's presidential
elections.

With 92 percent of the ballots
cast on Sunday counted, Mr, Ma-
cron was leading with about 274
percent of the vote to Ms, Le Pen’s
24.3 percent. Ms. Le Pen beneflited
froam a late surge that reflected
widespread disaffection over ris-
ing prices, security and immigra-
tion.

With war raging in Ukraine and
Western unity likely to be tested

Pen Will Battle

Right-Wing Surge May

Threaten Incumbent

as the fighting continues, Ms. Le
Pen's strong performance demon-
strated the enduring appeal of na-
vonalist and xenophobic currents
in Europe. Extrems parties of the
right and left took some 51 percent
of the vote, a clear sign of the ex-
tent of French anger and frustra-
vioa.
An anti-MATO and more

Russia France in the event of an
ultimate Le Pen victory would

to Lead France

cause deep concern in allied capi-
tals, and could fracture the united
trans-Atlantic response to the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

But Mr. Macron, after a lacklus-
ter campaign, will go into the sec-
ond round as the slight favorite,
having fared a little better than
the latest opinion polls suggested,
Some had shown him leading Ms.
Le Pen by just two points.

The principled French rejection
af Ms. Le Pen's brand of anti-im-
migrant nationalism has frayed as
illiberal politics have spread in
both Europe and the United
Stares. She has successfully soft-

Continued on Page A&
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President Emmanuel Macron of France will face Marine Le Pen in a runeff vote on April 24,

PERILS GROW DIRE
ON ESCAPE ROUTES
TO UKRAINE’S WEST

‘Town Is Dead’ After
Station Attack

THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF

and NATALIA YERMAK

KRAMATORSK. Ukraine
Two days after more than 50 peo-
ple were killed on its platforms by
amissile strike, the only sounds at
the Kramatorsk rallway station on
Sunday moming were a distant
air-raid siren and the rhythmic
sweeping of broken glass.

“The town is dead now” s
Tetiana, 50, a shopkeeper v-l-o
was wﬂfkl]]g next to the statio
when it was amacked as thow-
sands of people tried o board
trains o evacuate the eastern city,
fearing it would soon be besieged

w Russian forces.

l-rld'ws strike was a gruesome
turn for themly after nearly eight
years of being near the front line
aof the country's struggle against
Russia-backed separatists in the
region known as Donbas.

The station’s main hall was st
filled with streaks of blood and
lugzage on Sunday morning, with
the burned-out hulks of two se-
dans lving in the parking area out-
side.

Tetiana, who declined to pro-
wvide her last name, was sure that
more death was on the way.

“We are being encircled. We un-
derstand that,” added Tetiana,
who has lived for 10 years in
Kramatorsk, a city with a prewar
population of around 150,000 peo-
ple and once one of the industrial
hearts of the Donbas. She said she
would not leave because she mwst
lock after her 82-year-old mother,
whao is ailing. But she knows more
lh:m ever the danger that brings.

=We think we will be swept off
the face of the earth.” she said.

She recalled ducking inside a
nearby market on Friday to take
cover when the missile suruck the
train station, with what she es
mated was 2,00 people inside, A
family that took shelter with her
at the market was almost crushed
by a piece of a falling roof that was
sheared off in the blast,

There were SCreams eve -
where,” she said. “Nobody could
understand a.n\-‘lhlng. Cars were
L] ing and people were run-

2"
With Moscow's decision to shift
the focus of its war to eastern
Ukraine, the people who remain in
Kramatorsk fear that they will
soon be shelled into oblivion, like
the residents of Kharkiv and Ma-
riupol, two other cities that have
been ruthlessly assaulted by Rus-
sian forces. It feels as if an assault
here is inevitable: Cutting off
Kramatorsk would partly cut off
Ukrainian forces fighting in the
eastern breakaway regions where
Russia is consolidati

AL the city’s main hospital, City
Continued on Page A8

Massing of Russians
Poses New Threat

This article is by Cora Eng-
elbrecht, David Zucchine and Jane
Arraf.

Russian forces attacked civi
areas in eastern Ukraine on Sun-
day as terrified residents joined
an  exodus  of thousands of
Ukrainians fleeing  westward,
heeding warnings by authorities
that Russian troops were massing
for a major assault.

On Sunday morning, two resi-
dential buildings and a school
were  hit  im the city of
Siewierndonetsk, in the Luhansk
region of eastern Ukraine, though
no casualties were reported. And
a barrage of Russian sirikes
rained down on the airport in
Dnipro, a eity in  east-central
Ukraine, wounding five Ukrainian
rescue workers, a local official
said.

Analysts predict Russian
troops, refocusing on the cast af-
ter being thwarted in the capital,
will carry out a major offensive
stretching from Dnipro wo Izinm, a
city almost 150 miles northeast
where fighting has already been
heavy, U.S. military officials said
Sunday. Satellite images showed
hundreds  of military  vehicles

-
on § T FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES
There were signs of a massacre

on a highway near Dmytrivka.

SCKE

moving through the town of Ve-
l:.'k,'n Burluk voward Izium on Fri-

ThE authorities have ursed
Ukrainians in the east to flee —
but the road to safety, too, is
fraught with peril.

On a highway near Kyiv, t
capital, as many as 50 bodies of ©
viltans who appeared to be trying
to escape danger were discov-
ered, a local mayor said Sunday.

“Some were burned,” the may-
or, Taras Didych, told The MNew
York Times. “Others had their
hands tied. Others were shot in
the head outside their cars”

A tableaw of horror emerged
from photographs taken by Mr
Didych, the mayor of Dmytrivika,
where most of the bodies were
found. He said it was not clear

Continued on Page A9

Crypto Firms Have a Wish List.
States Are Turning It Into Law.

By ERIC LIPTON and DAVID YAFFE-BELLANY

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — The de-
bate toeok less than four minutes,

In the Florida House last
month, legislators swiftly gave fi-
nal approval to a bill that makes it
easier 1o buy and sell crypiocur-
rency, eliminating a threat from a
law intended to curb money laun-
dering. One of the few pauses in
the action came when two House
members stood up to thank crypio
industry “stakeholders™ for team-
ing with stare officials to write a
draft of the bill.

“Whether you're Binance or
Ethersum, Dogecoin or Bitcoi
thisis a great bill," said Represen
ative John Snyder, a Palm City Re-
publican, referring to crypto ex-

changes and coins

Shortly afterward, the House
wvoled unanimowsly o pass the
measure. The Senate followed,
sending the bill to Gov. Ron De-
Santis for his signamre after 75
seconds of deliberations.

Flarida's warm embrace of the
cryprocurrency agenda is just the
tip of an aggressive industry-led
push to position states as crypto-
friendly beachheads., Across the
mation, crypto executives and lob-
byists are helping to draft bills to
benefit the fast-growing industry,
then pushing lawmakers to adept
these made-to-order laws, before
moving rapidly to profit from the

Continued on Page AL4

INTERMNATIONAL
Pakistan’s Crisis May Linger
As Imran Khan is forced out, the coun-

try faces a deep polarization that could
lead o violenoe. PAGE AS

Shielding the Shore With Trees
In the Sundarbans, an area straddling
India and Bangladesh, local women are

Ad-10 MATIONAL Al1-15

Jan. 6 Panel Debates Referral

House commitiee leaders investigating
the Capitol attack fear making a crimi-
nal referral of former President Donald
A Trump may backfire, PAGE ALZ

‘Self-Induced Abortion” Case

In Texas, a district attorney sald that a

BUSINESS B1.T

Months to Make a Microchip

As the global chip shortage continues,
a look inside two Intel plants in Arizona
and Oregon offers Some answers as 1o
why supplies remain limived. PAGE B4

At Warner Bros., a Mew Era

With a new oamer, the S8-vear-ald

SPORTS D18

Recalling Their Time Away

For M.B.A, stars returming from injuries
in time for the playoffs, the rosd back
wins ot times frustrating, PAGE D3

Scheffler Wins First Masters
The 25-year-old Scottie Schelfller held
off Rory Mellroy and Camersn Smith

ARTS C1-6

Court to Hear Actors’ Case

Johnny Depp is suing his ex-wife, Am-
‘ber Heard, for an op-ed she wrote in
The Washington Post, PAGE C1

Enzemble Picks New Leader

The cutspoken composer George E.
Lewis will head the International Con-

battling the rising waters. PAGE Ad woman “cannot and should not” be mavie studio appears headed back to its with a steady final round. S temporary Ensemble, PAGE C3
prosecuted in connection with an abor- wradithonal Sweet Spot as an entertain-
tion outside of medical care, PAGE Al2 Ment Company. PAGE BI OPINION Al8-19
Thomas L. Friedman PAGE AIE

Mayor Adams's First 100 Days
Eric Adams has served as a cheer-
leader for New York City's revival while
Laking an aggressive sLance against
signs of lawlessness. PAGE All

No Degree? No Problem.

Mew research finds companies are
starting to rely less on the college filter
while hiring, opening a path for increas.
ing diversity. PAGE BI
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WORKERS guide a crane to remove the body of a man from a mass grave in Bucha, Ukraine, where hundreds
of people were killed by Russian soldiers. The body will then be transported to a morgue for identification.

Ukrainian military says it
is resisting attacks in east

Zelensky calls war an existential threat to democracy in Europe

By Nasia BuLos,
CaroLyy CoLe
AND KaTe LINTHICUM

MYKOLAIV, Ukralne —
The Ukrainian military stiff-
ened defenses Sunday
against Russian assaults in
the east and south as civil-
imns continued to flee the
country invast numbers and
the nation's president
framed the war as an exist-
ential threat toall of Europe-
an democracy.

“The whole European
project is a target for Rus-
sia,” President Volodymor
Zelensky said in a video ad-
dress, labeling the conflict
raging in Ukraine a “catas-

TEKRAINIAN refugee Laryvsa Khomentovska, 84, is
assisted at the border crossing in Isaceea, Romania.

CanoLyn CoLm Los Angsles Tl

trophe” that will “inevitably™
spread elsewhere in Europe.

“Russian aggression was
not intended tobe limited to
Ukraine alone, to the de-
struction ofour freedom and
our lives alone,” he said.

The Ukrainian military
said it was resisting Russian
efforts in the east to break
through from the city of
Izyvum, which Russian forces
have seized as a strategic
foothold to take more terri-
tory.

Ukraine sald it was con-
tinuing to fight off Russian
attacks in the southeastern
port city of Mariupol, much
afwhich has been destroyed
in weeks of street fighting

[See Ukraine, Ad]

latimes.com

Poll shows Bass,
Caruso now even
1IN MAayor’s race

Ad blitz has helped
dr_'vclopt_'r gain gT(JL[rld
On congresswoman
with two months

left until primary.

By BENJAMIN ORESKES

Voters upset over crime
and a seemingly limitless
geyser of cash have pro-
pelled Rick Caruso to the
front of the race for mayor,
reshaping the contest and
offering Los Angeles a stark
contrast between the bhillion-
aire dewveloper and his chief
rival, Rep. Karen Bass

Ifthe primary were today,
Caruso, with backing from
24% of likely voters, and
Bass, with 23%, would move
to the November runofl, ac-
cording to a new UC Berke-
ley Institute of Governmen-
tal Studies poll co-spon-

sored by the Los Angeles
Times.

A contest between the
two would feature stark di-
vides of ideology, race and
geography as well as differ-
ent perceptions of Los Ange-
les and its governance, all of
which have begun to emerge
in the primary campaign

The poll, taken from
March 29 to Tuesday, marks
a major shift in the cam-
paign. Bass held a wide lead
owver Caruso in February,
when the previous Berkeley
IGS poll for The Times was
conducted. Caruso, who had
Jjust entered the race, stood
at 8% inthat poll. Since then,
his support has tripled while
Bass has lost ground.

City Council Member
HKevin de Ledn, who also had
8% support In February, is
now a distant third, at 6%.
Noneof the nine othercandi-
dates competing in the June
7 primary had support of

[Sec Poll, AT]

A tightening race

Rick Caruso, who has bombarded Los Angeles with
advertisements, has gained significant ground in the
race for mayor and now shares the lead with Rep.

Karen Bass.

Share of likely voters

== Rick Caruso = Karen Bass

Kevin de Ledn
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L.A. youth home
a den of violence

A counselor died in a brawl

at Wayfinder Family Services,
where unrest isn’t uncommon
BY JAMES QUEALLY

The teenage boy living in a Windsor Hills youth home
was enraged. He broke windows, sprayed a fire extin-
guisher. flipped a refrigerator over.

Staffat the WayTinder Family Services facility belleved
he was drunk or high. One of them brought the boy intoa
courtyard to calm him down, and & group of teens and
stalf followed, When one of the boys threw a punch, ac-
cording to police interviews with witnesses and security
camera footage, a counselor who had been hired less than
amonth earlier intervened. A brawl ensued.

A series of head butts from a teen left 25-year-old
David McEnight-Hillman dizzy and struggling towalk. In
what prosecutors would later describe as a “mob attack,”
several boys descended on MceKnight-Hillman. kKicking,
punching and stomping on him. By the next. morning, Me-
Knight-Hillman was dead from head injuries. Six teens
were arrested and charged with murder.

The unrest Lhat Mueled the January 2021 melee was nob
uncommon at Waylfinder.

Staff at the facility call the Los Angeles County Sher-
iff's Drepartment hundreds of times each year for help
with violent teens, runaways and other issues, The Times
found. When they called [ See Waylinder, Al ]

Mexico votes on whether leader stays

Presidont Andeds Manuel Lapes Obrador had
pushed for the recall election himself. woRLD, A3

A merch search
for music lovers
F¥ouTube offers new
shopping option during
Coachells livestream.
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T I|35944

ho

State lawmakers focus
on easing burdens for
homeowners and fund-

ing construction.
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ABORTION foes in Washingron. Many say they
of the circumstances, even in instances of rape or incest. That wasn't always so.

oppose all abortion, regardless

o o T T ————

Abortion bans that no longer
permit exceptions for rape

Conservative states take an increasingly hard line

By JENNIFER HABERKORN

WASHINGTON — As
conservative states enacted
stringent abortion bans in
recent decades, there was
one threshold they were
loath to cross: Abortion was
nearly always allowed in
cases of rape or incest.

It was a veneer of accept-
ance embraced by every Re-
publican president.  from
Reagan to Trump, and even
the strongest abortion foes,

THE FUTURE OF ABORTIOMN

that a woman should not be
required to carry a rapist's
ehild.

MO anymore

Just as states may be on
theverge of regaining expan-
sive authority to owutlaw
abortion, eliminating rape
and incest exceptions has
moved from the to the
center of the antiabortion
movement.

In 2019, Alabama gained
national attention by pass-
ing a state law banning all
abortions with exceptions

only for lethal abnormalities
and serious health risks to
the patient.

There was a brief back-
lash to Alabama’s law, but
over the last four years, 10
states have enacted abor-
tion bans in early pregnancy
without rape or incest ex-
ceptions: Alabama, Arkan-
sas, Hentucky, Louisiana,
Mississippi. Missouri. Okla-
homa, Ohio, Tennessee and
Texas. All were blocked by
eourts except Texas' law,

[See Abortion, A6]

This is one in a series of occasional stories on the
state of abortion in the U.S. as the Supreme Court
weighs a challenge to its 137 3 ruling Roe vs. Wade,

Altered
1Nnsccts
could be
set loose

Biotech firm says its
genetically modified
mosquitoes can help
limit disease. Other

scientists see risks.

By MeELoDY PETERSEN

In the mosquito breeding
rooms of British biotech
company Oxitec, scientists
line up fresh eggs, each the
size of a grain of salt. Using
microscopic needles, the
white-coated researchers in-
Ject each egg with a dab ofa
proprietary synthetic DIA.
For four days, Oxitec
technicians care forthe eges,
watching for

wvivors," as the company calls
them, face a battery of tests
toensure their genetic modi-
fication is sucecessful.

Soon, millions of these
engineered maosquitoes
could be set loose in Califor-
nia in an experiment re-
cently approved by the fed-
eral government.

Oxitec, a private com-
pany, says its genetically
modified bugs could help
save half the world's popula-
tion from the invasive Aedes
aegypli  mosquito, which
can spread diseases such as
yellow fever, chikungunya
and dengue to humans. Fe-
male offspring produced by
these modified insects will

[ See Mosquitoes, AH]

BUSINESS INSIDE: L.ACs Magic Castle is getting a new, preservation-minded owner. A9
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Trump’s
allies seek
hand counts
of ballots

Key elec
I'll‘!"‘-t!a JLI risg
ditch voting lcf_lmclugy

BY BosaLing 5. HELDERMAN,
Any GARDNER
AND EMMA BROWN

Bome of the key architects and
amplifiers of the faulse claim that
voting machines were rigged to
steal the 2020 election from Don-
ald Trum p traveled to the Nevada
desert last month with a new
pitch.

Speaking at a_commissioners
meeting in deeply conservative,
mostly rural Nye County, they
argued the county should ditch
all its woting machines.

“The electronic wvoting ma-
chines are so vulnerable and so
don't see how we
im Marchant, a
Trump-supparting Nevada secre-
tary of state candidate, told Nye
County commissioners.

Instead, they insisted, the
county should adopt an old-fash-
joned and largely obsolete meth-
ol tallying the results by hand.

Also presenting to the commis-
sion were retired Army Col. Fhil
Waldron and businessman Buos-
sell J. Ramsland Jr, who had
warked with Trump's legal team
to raise doubts abowt the ma-
chines in 2020. Now they're part
of a metwork of Tramp allies
traveling the country to press for
hand-counted paper ballots. The
message s connecting: In recent
weeks, officials have diseussed
the idea in public meetings in

SEE ELECTIONS ON A28

leap could be
cht under
our noses

BY CAROLYN Y. JOHNSON

As the omicron variant of the
coronavirus moved lightning-fast
aroumd the world, it revealed an
unsettling truth. The viras had
gained a stunning ability to infect
people, jumping from one person's
minse to the next. Cases soared this
winter, even among vaccinated
people.

That is leading scientists to re-
think their strategy about the best
way to fight future variants, by
aiming fora higher level of protec—
thon: blocking infections altogeth-
er. If they succesd, the next vac-
cine could be a nasal spray.

The original coronavirus shots
proved remarkably versatile, pro-
tecting people from the worst out-
comes of covid-19. Bat as experts
debate when, whether and who
should receive additional boost-
ars, a growing number of sclen-
tists are beginning to think addi-
tional shots eould have marginal
benefits for most healthy people. A
switch in the vaecine delivery
route from a shot to a sniff could
muster a wall of immunity right

SEE VACCINE ON A3
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Ukraine presses for more weapons

Ukrainian soldiers carry the casket of their comrade Andriy Zagornyakon to the gravesite in Kamianka-Buzka on Sunday. Zagornyakon
died fighting Russian forces near Popasny. Casualty figures on both sides of the batile vary widely bul are into the thousands.

In Kviv ¢

lands an

x-boxer,

and a mayor by his trade

BY S1osHAN O'GRADY

EXTV, UKERAINE — The black STV
pulled up to a scene of ruin: A
badly damaged apartment bauild-
ing. A erushed tram car. Blood
coating the sidewalk.

Just about an hour earlier, &
suspected Bussian strike had hit
this residential area in the Ukrai-
nian capital. Vitali Klitschhko
stepped out of his wehicle and
ducked under the red and white
tape keeping civilians away from
the scene, For a wartime mayor
in a city under siege, it was an
all-veo-familiar stop.

A decade age, Klitschko was

best known as a legendary boxer
and heavyweight world cham-
pion. His nickname was Doctor
Ironfist, a nod to both his docter-
ate in sports sclence and his
hands the size of dinner plates.

Mow he has emd as
outsize figure in the Russian war
in Ukmaine. For more than six
wieeks, his city has withstood the
imminent threat of Russian take-
over with him, stamding 6 feet 7
inches tall, at its helm.

While Ukrainian President Vao-
lodymyr  Zelensky, an  actor
turned politician, has been
hailed worldwide for refusing o

SEE K¥IV 0N A1z

Wartime smugglers come
from many walks of life

BY RoperT HLEMEO

LVIV, UERAINE — They wait in a
secret warehouse on the citys
outskirts, bounging in a corner
hammaoek or an idle wheelchair
as a red van weaves through small
villages and ower gravel roads.
When it finally pulls into the
gated lot, seven bodies spring into
action. The drones are here.

The wolunteers unloading the
military supplies are friends from
the Ukrainian film and television
industry — a longhair bunch of
cinematographers, gaffers, set
decorators and marketing strat-
egists. They take dozens of boxes

of self-heating meals, six thermal
rifle scopes, a satellite communi-
cations kit and 10 drones waorth
$B,000 each. All are bound for the
fromt_

The paths these vans weave
daily from the Polish border to
the Lviv warehouse to places such
as Kyiv, Sumy amd Eharkiv illus-
trate a daunting reality for Ruos-
invaders: The defense of
Ukraine has mobilized citizens
from every sector of life, from
battle-hardened soldiers who
have been at war in Donbas for
almost a decade, to the people
who decide the food budgets for

SIE SUPFLIES ON A14
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RUSSIANS BOMBARD
EASTERN TOWNS

Officials fear scope of
coming battles will widen

By Tavion TELFORD,
ANNABELLE TrmsiT,
Bryan PIETSCH
AND JuLian DupLam

Russian forces bombarded sev-
eral towns in eastern Ukraine on
Sunday, destroyingan airport and
damaging several civilian targets,
as the war careens toward a pivot-
al new phase. The shift of the war
and fears of fullscale military
confrontation on open  terrain
prompted Ukrainian officials to
again call for Western allianees to
step up weapons supply efforts to
strengthen Ukraines position on
the battlefield,

Ukraine is preparing for a
“massive attack in the east” its
ambassador to the United States,
‘Oksana Markarova, warned Sun-
day on CBSs “Face the Natlon.™ O
the Russian forces, she said:
“There are so of them and
they still have so much equip-
ment. And it looks like they're
going to use all of it. So we are
preparing for everything

Military analysts have been
predicting the movement of the
war toward the eastern border
that Ukraine shares with Russia
in an area known as Donbas. The
energy-rich reglon includes terri-
tory where pro-Russian forcoes
have been battling the Kyiv gov-
ernment since 2004,

Ukraine's foreign  minister,
Drmytre Kuleba, cautioned that
although leaders have heen trum-
peting success in driving Russian
forces out of Kyiv, “Another battle
is coming, the battle for Donbas"
he said Sumday on NBCs “Meet
‘the Press”

The expected Russian offensive
eould resemble World War 11,
Kuleba recently told NATO, with
large military maneuvers invelv-
ing thousands of tanks, armored

SEE UKEAINE 0N AL

‘Crackdown in Russia: Students
are turming n antiwar teachers. A13
A double’s escape: Futin look-al ke
-aids a Zelenshy imparsonator. AL4
Photos of war: Cultural proximity
has had a profound effect. €1

MESHULS, LT, THE WASHIGTOR POST

Heisha Currin, mayor of Tallahassee, Okla., is working to get her town of 83 back on its feet and is
pursuing resources to address decades of anti-Black government policies.

The once-thriving Black town of Tullah:
secks resources to become a “safe haven

In OKkla.. reparations

and hopes of rebuilding

BY EnmyanuveL FELTON

TULLAHASSEE, OKLA. — If you
really concentrate, you can imag-
ine the town that this eormmuni-
ty’s elders deseribe. There was the
grocery store on the highway, and
the gas station. There were the
shops where children walked to
buy lunch for 50 cents on school
days. There was Mz, Sadie's chick-
en shack and Dr. Minor's office.
All of thats gone now. In their
place, either vacant lots or dilapi-
diated buildings.

Today, you're more likely to see
loose dogs than people on Lincaln

i
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Scheffler wins the Masters
LT

Maeron holds ste

Sunday

election, though a r
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=/ RERSHUTT ERSTOCH.
The world’s
~ranked golfer claimed his first major

title; Tiger Woods finished in 47th place. IM
The French president
was projected to finish in the top spot after
nolT lovms. AlS

THE NATION

Tvy League doctor
Ashish Tha has ris
from dishing out pithy
public health advice on
TV to helming the [T.5.
pandemic response as
President
COPRMAVITIS Crar, Ad

A district attorney’s
office =aid it would drop
murder charges against
a Texas woman arrested
after what authoritics
il wis F-imadurcend
abortion.

idens new

THE WORLD

Mine months after the
brazen assassination of
Haiti's president, local
< investiga-

anthe

tinn has stalled while
1.8, efforts o unravel
the killing advance, Af
After a humiliating
political defeat in ano
comificl verter, Parki-
stan’s Imean Khan ks out
bart not dowr. A

THE ECONOMY

The Help Desk an
awers questions about
return-to-office policies
and what say workers
have in them. 416

THE REGION

As the Washington
Commanders consider a
relocation, some neigh-
bars in Landover say
good riddance, #1

The Marykand judici-

ary has announced that
courtrooms statewide
will be enconraged o
contine wsing remmote
aceess technoslogy be
vonad the pandemic. B

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY
Jolumny Dyepp and Arn-
ber Heard's defamatbon
trial begins in Fairfax
County.

of State An-
tony Blinken and De-
ecretary Lloyd
hobd a dialogse
with government lead-
ers from India in Wash-
imgton.,
TUESDAY
President Blden dis-
cusses his economic
agenda during a trip to

Dres Moines.

WEDNESDAY
Treasury Secretary
Janet L. Yellen gives re-
mearks on the LS. and
global economies during
an Atlantic Council
ovent

THURSDAY

Jobless clalms are esti-
mated at 175,000,
Biden visits Greens-

manufacturing and sup-
ply chains

The Supreme Court
holds a conference.
FRIDAY

Biden -.Tn:'mis- wster
weel [&

wid.

Christans observe
Good Friday.

INSIDE

Street, the towns main drag.
There are a couple of horses in a
ward just across from the town
hall, which used to be the center
of a bustling commercial district.
Now, Lineoln Street has o handful
of homes, the low-slung cinder-
block towm hall, two churches and
Just one storefront, Bates Barbe-
cue.

The once-thriving all-Black
town of Tullahasses wis ravaged
by government policies that di-
wested it and other Black commu-
mities, said Mayor Keisha Currin.
And she says the city is owed

SEE REFARATIONS 0N A8

STYLE

Old tale, new take
with “Never Wanted to Be
That Girl,” country stars
Carly Pearce and Ashilkey
McBryde bring a fresh
angle Lo & story of being
tesortirmed, C1

Needs some work
The media s failing the
public in its labor
reporting, Margarat
Sullivan writes, C1.
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deportes

Detuvieron a 253
barras de River
Entrelosviolentos se encuentra Héctor “Caverna”

Godoy, uno de los lideres de Los Borrachos del 7
Tablén; todos tenian derecho de admisidn. Paginaz
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El kKirchnerismo intenta
una jugada contrareloj para
nombrar jueces federales

jusTicia. Busca apurar las designaciones antes de que la Corte se haga cargo del Consejo

El kirchnerismo intentard hoyapu-
rar la designacidn de jueces federa-
les en lugares claves de Comodoro
Py, los tribunales que tienen en sus
manos gran parte de las causas de
corTupcidn, en una dltima jugada
del oficialismo antes de que se pa-
ralice la actividad del Consejode la
Magistratura. El oficialismo busca

apurar lamarchaante laincertidum-
breque pesasobreel futurodel orga-
nismoque incide en la designaciony
remocion de los jueces, en medio de
una pulseada con la Corte Suprema.
Segiin dijeron consejeros cerca-
nosal Gobiemo, cuenta conocho vo-
sy le falta solo uno para avanzar.
Por su parte, el presidente de la

Corte, Horaclo Rosatti, se apresta
aasumir después de Semana Santa
la presidencia del Consejo de la Ma-
gistratura, en medio de una fuerte
resistencia del kirchnerismo.
Lallegada de Rosatti busca cum-
plir con lasentencia de la Corte que,
en diciembre, declard inconstitu-
cional la actual conformacién del

Consejo de 13 miembros y exhortd
al Congreso a aprobar por ley una
nueva integracion.

El oficialismo no lograri tener la
leylistaantesdequesevenzael plazo,
el praximol5deabril,y por o tantola
Corte esti en condiciones de asumir
la presidenciadel Consejo la semana
privima. Pagina 12

San Nicolis le gano
una pulseada aMoyano

Una escena que se repitio en todas las esquinas: los contenedores desbordaban ayer de basura por la protesta

que, comandados por

politica—SANNICOLAS (De un enviado especial).—“Perdid la extorsidn™. De esa forma, el intendente
de San Nicolds, Manuel Passaglia, anuncio anoche que se levantaba el paro de los camioneros,
Hugo Moyano, habian bloqueado la ciudad y amenazado con matar de
“hambre” a sus civdadanos por la detencidn de dos dirigentes acusados de extorsion. Pagina 17

EL ESCENARIO

Fernandez,
en tiempo de
definicion o
de revancha

Claudio Jacquelin

LA NACION

1 entorno del Presidente

afirma, promete, se ilu-

siona con que después de
la Semana Santa Alberwo Fer-
nindez adoptara decisiones pa-
ra saldar la disputa interna del
oficialismo y encauzar su ges-
tidn, estragada por las peleas y
las trabas. El énfasis, la certeza
v losverbos dependen del grado
de fe y de expectativas que con-
servan guienes pronuncian los
augurios. Algunos, masaudaces,
arriesgan que serd tiempo de re-
vancha, ademis de definiciones.
Son pocos. Continiaen la péginald

Cerca del récord,

la inflacidn de marzo
rondaria el 6%

Maria Julieta Rumi

Piginals

EL PULSO DEL CONSUMO
Guillermo Olivero
¢Pierde el consumo
su poder ansiolitico?
Pigina20

KIEV (AF)-- Los civiles en el este de
Ucraniacontinuaron laevacua-
citn masiva de esa region del pais,
blanco de una inminente contra-
ofensiva de las fuerzas rusas, que
en los tltimos dias se reagruparon
en lazona para sellar el control del

LA NACION EN UCRANIA —DiA 47

Rusia prepara una feroz contraofensiva en el este

EE.UU. alerté que un gran convoy con tropas reagrupadas se dirige hacia el Donbass

Donbass, el territorio separatista
prorruso. Funcionarios militares
norteamericanosdijeron gue segin
sus estimaciones Mosci izard
unagranofensiva desde [zium hasta
Dnipro, una cindad central que se
consideraun objetivoestratégicoen

laregidn de Donbassy que fue bom-
bardeada junto con Kharkov. Las
a,genciasd.e inteligencia occidenta-

lesdetectaronen lasultimashorasen
esazona un convoydel2 kildmetros
de vehiculos blindados y de apoyo
logistico risos, Contintaenla pagina 2

Buzova, otra marca del
horror ruso contra la
resistencia ucraniana
Hisabetta Piqué

Pagina4

Triunfé Macron,
pero enfrentara

aMarine Le Pen
en el ballottage

FRANCIA. El presidente v
la ultraderechista repiten
la segunda vuelta de 2017

PARIS (De nuestra correspon-
sal).-Comoen 2017, el presidente
Emmanuel Macron v la ultrade-
rechista Marine Le Pen deberan
enfrentarse en un ballottage el 24
deeste mes, luego de pasar la pri-
meravueltaconel 27,6% y el 23%
de los votos, respectivamente,
en las elecciones presidenciales
de ayer. Los comicios, ademds,
dejaron en evidencia la debacle
socialistay deladerecha. Paginas
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Problema de fundo
Sobre vicios do financia-
mento eleitoral publico.

Agéncias maltratadas

Acerca de indicagoes de
Bolsonaro para os 6rgaos.

ESSH 14145723

o INOIOMIOUN i

5400_u1165

il e

A presidente do Palmei

I
ras, Leila Pereira, na sede da Crefisa, que também dirige, em S50 Paulo xarime xavier/Folhapress
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Empreiteira usa
firma de fachada e
domina licitacoes

Segunda maior recebedora do governo Jair Bolsonaro,
Engefort ganhou 53 de 99 concorréncias da Codevasf

Uma empreiteira do Mara-
nhio conguistou 53 de gg
licitages de pavimentacio
do governo de Jair Bolsona-
ro (PL) participando ou sozi-
nha ou ao lado de uma em-
presa de fachada registrada
em nome do irmao de um
de seus socios.

Trata-se da Engefort, com
sede em Imperatriz, cidade
dosul maranhense. Ela term
reservados R$ 620 milhoes
da Unifo para fazer os ser-
vigos, dos quais RS 84.6 mi-
Ihdes ja foram quitados.

Prefeito de SP é
aprovado s6 por
12%, diz Datafolha

No cargo had 11 meses, apos
a morte de Bruno Covas
(PSDB), o prefeito pau-
listano, Ricardo Nunes
{MDE), 56 ¢ aprovado por
12% dos moradores da ca-
pital, mostra o Datafolha.
Para 46%, sua gestao é re-
gular e, para 30%, ruim ou
péssima. Cotidiano B1

Apesar desse volume, a
empresa © uma calxa-pre-
ta e ndo quis se pronunci-
ar sobre as suas atividades.

Asobrasentreguesa ela fi-
cam sob o guarda-chuva da
Codevast, a estatal controla-
da pelo centrio em troca de
apoio ao presidente.

Como a Folha mostrou, o
afrouxamento de regras lici-
tatorias acelerou a liberacio
de recursos para obras indi-
cadas por meio de emendas
parlamentares desses alia-
dos do Paldcio do Planalto.

Mariliz P. Jorge
Cheguei ao limite
no Twitter, que s6
faz moer gente

Penso nas consequéncias
profissionais e pessoais de
dedicar ao Twitter nao sé
empo, mas a distdncia
NECessaria ao pensamento
critico, independente, além
do custo emocional. Che-
guei ao limite. Mercado A14

Segundo turno na Franca tera
Macron contra Marine Le Pen

Com guase 100% dos votos apurados, presidente centris-
ta (com cerca de 28%) vai ao segundo tuwrmo contra ultra-
direitista (cerca de 23%). Radical de esquerda Mélenchon
teve bom desempenho, e rodada final serda dia24. Mundoas

Petrobras vai avaliar
novo presidente na 42
Conselho da estatal dis-
cutird nome de novo in-
dicado pelo Planalto para
o cargo apos disputa com
Bolsonaro., mercado A16

Justica autoriza paciente
aviajar com maco!

Carioca sofre de fibromi-
algia e trouxe 300 g de flo-
res de Cannabis sativa da
Alemanha, gue pode fu-
MAr NAS rUas, Cotidiano B3

Aestatal ndo quis comen-
tar o caso da Engefort, que
foi a segunda empreiteira
comm mais verbas empenha-
das pelo governo em 2021,

Sua atuacfio, apesar da
opacidade de seus métodos,
¢ nacional. Foi a {inica em-
presa a participar de todas
as licitagdes nos 15 estados
e no Distrito Federal.

Em Minas Gerais, onde ha
mais de 200 firmas de cons-
trugdo pesada, ela concor-
reu sozinha e ganhou 1o de
21 pregies. Politica A4

Estados ligados ao

agro crescem mais
durante pandemia
Estudo mostra que esta-
dos cuja economia € foca-
da no agronegdcio, como
MSe GO, tendem a ter altas
mais fortes do PIB no pe-
riodo acumulado da pan-
demia (2020 a2022), emre-
lacio az2o019. Issose deve
aceleracio dos pregos das
commaodities. Mercado A13

Equilibrio B4
Aplicagao de Botox
também ocorre para
prevenir as rugas
Esporte BS
Sérvios irao ao
Qatar em busca de
sucesso do passado

Iustrada C1
Plinio Marcos tem
suas pecas levadas
a HQs e operas

ENTREVISTA DA 22
Leila Pereira
Palmeiras nao
¢ um banco, o
que precisa é
ganhar titulos

Primeira presidente mu-
Iher da historia do Palmei-
ras, Leila Pereira diz que o
trabalho no clube é bas-
tante distinto daquele quu
exerce afrente da financei-
ra Crefisa, que desde acag
também patrocina o time.
“A Crefisa ¢ um banco, o
Palmeiras, nao", afirmou
ela, dizendo que o time
precisa investir em talen-
oS para conguistar tulos,
endo terocaixacheiocom
avendade jogadores. an

ATMOSFERA
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Ministerio de Justicia abre pesquisa sobre reuniones narco en Emboscada

Policia se puso a disposicion de
detenido por carga de cocaina

Audios revelan la conversacion entre Juan Jose Dubini, presunto responsable de una megacarga
de 3.400 kilos, y un uniformado donde este se ofrece. Una nueva muestra de corrupcion.
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facron-Le Pen
nouveau duel

EMMANUEL MACRON 28,3 % MARINE LE PEN 23,3 %

Le président-candidat devance largement Marine Le Pen, qui augmente, elle aussi, son score de 2017. Jean-Luc

Mélenchon écrase toute la gauche, Eric Zemmour et Valérie Pécresse payent au prix fort le choix du vote utile.
PAGES 2 A 17 ET L'EDITORIAL
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JEAN-LUC
MELENCHON

212 % -

VALERIE
PECRESSE v
4.8 %

YANNICK
JADOT
4.8 %

ERIC
ZEMMOUR
72%
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Selon les estimations fop & 21h

E EDITDRJ_AL par Alexis Brézet, directewr des rédactions W @abrezet

Macron, les défis d’une victoire

omme on disait autrefois
aux enfants, la surprise,
¢'est qu'il n'v a pas de sur
prise ! Le match Macron-
Le Pen, ce match retour
dont, parait-il, les Frangais ne vou
laient pas, aura bien lieun. Ni Mélen-
chon, en dépit de sa spectaculaire re
montée finale, ni Zemmour malgre
son lncroyable chevauchée initiale, ni
Valérie Pécresse, que son courage
n'aura pas suffi a sauver du naufrage,
n'auront réussi a 'empécher.
Ces derniers jours bruissaient des ru-
meurs les plus folles, mals Emmanuel
Macron se sera fait peur pour rien : si
la suite n'est pas écrite, le candidat
sortant peut "envisager avec séréni
té. Certes, la candidate du RN aligne
du cété droit quelques réserves nou
velles; certes, on peut raisonnable-
2F que sa prestation lors du

nuel Macron a prise sur sa rivale, toul
indique que, le 24 avril, la victoire ne
devrait pas échapper au président
sortant,
Il faut le sowhaiter. C'est entendu,
Marine Le Pen a renoncé i ses folies
les plus criantes {la sortie de I'euro ou
la retraite pour tous 3 60 ans), mai
50N programme reste dangereuse-
ment  non

Sur les financé, son
2 equipe poli-
epau]es tique fragi-

du président le; som, ex-

N périence du
sortant, pese pouvaoir
une lourde mulle,  ses

e s compelen

responsabilité  cesincertai-

nes. Au vi
des difficultés, économiques, socia-
les, internationales qu'il va devoir af
fronter dans les années qui viennent,
notre pays n'avait pas tant d'atouts
quil puisse mettre en péril a la fois sa
cohésion, sa crédibilité internationale
et sa réputation financlére. Ce risque

la devrait donc nous étre épargneé.
Attention, tout de méme: si Emma
nuel Macron dispose d'une avance re
lativement confortable sur sa premiére
poursuivante, le haut niveau de Jean
Lue Mélenchon installe en face de lui
un = bloc protestataire » dont, par ad-
la menace ne doit pas éire
sous-estimee. Avec ce serutin qui pro-
longe et amplifie celui de 2017, le pré
sident, qui aura passé cing annéees a ef-
facer toute alternative entre son camp
et les extrémes, 8 théoriser ce « nou-
veau clivage» entre «progressistess
et «populistes», est pour ainsl dire
victime de son succes. La droite, apres
la gauche, a disparu, mais sur le champ
de ruines laissé par les anciens partis
politiques s"affirme un bloc d"hostilité
sociale dont les clameurs, dans les an
nées qui viennent, ne vont pas cesser
de retentir. C'est dire si, sur les épaules
de président sortant, pése une lourde
responsabilité! Pour cdesserrer la te-
naille des extrémes, il ne doit plus se
tromper.

(suite page 27)
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face off

in fight for France’s future

President to go head
to head with far-right
challenger in final poll

Angelique Chrisafis
Faris

France faces a brutal two-week
battle over the country’s future as
the centrist incumbent Emmanuel
Macron faces the far-right Marine Le
Pen for the presidency, positioning
himself as a pro-European “pro-
gressive” against what he calls her
anti-Muslim, nationalist programme
and “complacency” about the Rus-
sian leader, Vladimir Putin.

Macron topped vesterday's first
round of the French presidential
election with 28.5% of the vote,
ahead of Le Pen’s 23.6%, according
to initial projected results by Ipsos
for France Telévisions.

5400_u1165

Macron scored higher than his
result in the first round five years
ago, gaining support in the final
hoursofthe campaign after his harsh
warnings to voters to hold back the
far-right and protect France’s place
ontheinternational diplomatic stage
amid the war in Ukraine.

But Le Pen's score was also higher
than five years ago. She had cam-
paigned hard on the cost of living
crisis and inflation, which had
become voters' biggest concern.

All major candidates, except for
the far-right TV pundit Eric Zem-
maour, immediately called for French
people to vote tactically to keep out
Le Pen in the final round.

Macron told reporters: “When the
far-right, in all its forms, represents
that much in France, vou can't con-
sider things are going well, so you
must go out and convince people
with a lot of humility, and respect
for those who weren't on our side in
this first round.”

A Emmanuel Macron after casting
his ballot in Le Touguet, northern
France; his rival Marine Le Pen,
below, voted in Hénin-Beaumont
PHOTOGRAPHS: SYLVAIN LEFEVRE/GETTY IMAGES

He told supporters: “Don’t be mis
taken, nothing is decided, and the
debate we'll have in the next two
weeks will be decisive for our coun-
try and for Europe.”

In a triumphant speech, Le Pen
sought to capitalise on anti-Macron
feeling since the gilets jaunes anti-
government protestsand styled him
as divisive and polarising. She said
the final round would be *a funda-
mental choice between two opposing

News provider of the year

Alarm over
‘appalling’
ambulance
wait times

Exclusive
Andrew Gregory
Niamh Mclntyre
Steven Morris

Lives are at risk because 999 callers
face unacceptable and appalling
waits for ambulances in England,
the country's top emergency medi-
cine doctor has said.

Dr Katherine Henderson, the
president of the Royal College of
Emergency Medicine, said pressure
in the NHS was now so severe that it
was breaking its “basic agreement™
with the publicto treat the sickest in
atimely way.

Inan 9xtr;1::T:||11ary intervention,
Henderson said urgent and emer-
gENcy care was in a “deeper crisis
than ever before”, and for the first
time in its history the NHS could no
longer stick toits “contract” with the
nation to promptly reach seriouslyill
patients who dial gg9.

Fatients with life-threatening
conditions such as heart attacks and
strokes were having to wait far too
long for emergency care, she said,
and vulnerable older people were in
some cases spending all night on the
floor at home after falling.

The rapidly escalating crisis is
being caused by soaring demand,
enormous staff shortages in the
NHS and social care that have been
warsened by Covid-related absences,
and a drasticshortfall of hospital and
care home beds.

“The true barrier to tackling this
crisis is political unwillingness,”
Henderson said. “The current
situation is breaking the workforce
and breaking our hearts.”

Haspitals face record demand from
patients coming forward after two
vears of the pandemic, while strug-
gling to discharge patients because
of the crisis in social care.

As a result, HPndFr-ee
son said, doctors were

visions of society”, which she saw |

as Macron's “division and disorder”
or her promise for “social justice™ to
protect “societyand civilisation”. She
called on “all those who did not vote
for Macron™ to join her,

The hard-left Jean-Luc Mélenchon
cameinthird with a higher than fore-
cast 20.3%, cementing his leading
position on theleft after campaigning
on the cost of living and transform-
ing the presidential system.

Rishi Sunak
Chancellor
under pressure

as he requests

ethics referral
As the battle began last oe News Page 6=

night for Macronand Le Pen




