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folio as part of an effort to
curb price pressures, March
meeting minutes show. Al

2.6% in the wake of the min-
utes” release. Stocks fell,
with the Nasdag, S&P 500
and Dow losing 2.2%, 1%
and 0.4%, respectively. Bl, B1L

+ Google has pulled dozens
of apps from its Google
Play store after determin-
ing that they include a soft-
ware element that surrepti-
tiously harvests data. Al

# The SEC is probing how
Amazon has disclosed cer-
tain details of its business
practices, including how it
uses third-party-seller data
for its private-label busi-
ness, according to people
familiar with the matter. Al
# Biden plans to nomi-
nate Democrat Jaime
Lizdrraga and Republican
Mark Uyveda to serve as oor-
missioners at the SEC. A2

# Banks that own Zelle are
debating a plan to bring the
money-transfer service to the
checkout at big retailers. B1

# Twitter's mowve to add
Musk to its board gives the
COMPAny & new weapon to
dieploy in its hunt for user
and revenue growth. B1

» Twitter is developing a
feature that will allow us-
ers to edit tweets after
they have been posted. B4

+ Samsung Electronics

forecast record quarterdy rev-
enue and a 50% rise in first-
gquarter operating profit. B4

World - Wide
e

# Ukraine wrged civilians to
leave the eastern Donetsk,
Luhansk and parts of the
Kharkiv regions as it braced
for a major new Russian of-
fensive following Moscow’s
withdrawal from the north
of the country. Al, AT-9

+ Top oil o BXeCl-
tives wranzled with House

over

prices, rejecting claims by
Democrats that they are tak-
ing adwantage of a global cri-
sis to gouge consumers. Ad

# The House voted 220-203
to hold Trump allies Dan
Scavino and Peter Navarro in
oontempt of C:E@IEES for fail-
ing to respond to nas
issued by the Jan. 6 panel. A4
+ A& top US, health regulator
said asking people to fre-
quently get Covid-19 boost-
ers wasn't sustainable and
that authorities needed to
a long-term strategy
to protect the public. A3
# Biden extended through
Aug. 31 the pause on pay-
ments of federal student
Ioans, setting up a decision
on whether to resume them
less than three months be-
fore midterm elections. A3

ecuting a no-knock warrant
wan't face eriminal charges. A3
#+ Israeli leader Bennett's

government faces a crisis af-
ter a lawmaker guit the raling
coalition, leaving it without

a majority in parliament. A10
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ing burns after shelling in Severodonetsk, in the Luhansk region, one of the areas where Ukraine called for evacuations.

Moscow Silences Dissenters:

‘We Will Kill You Right Now’

By EvAN GERSHKOVICH

Alexander Teplyakow wanted
to speak out against the war in
Ukraine but feared landing in
prison if he took part in a pub-
lic protest. So the Russian ac-
tivist designed an antiwar
sticker featuring Russian and
Ukrainian flags and the phrase
N0 TO WAR™ and posted and
distributed thousands of them
around Moscow.

He got into trouble anyway.
Russian police hauled the 23-
year-old into the Presnensky

district police station on
March 1, according to a copy
of his police records reviewed
by The Wall Street Journal.
Mr. Teplyakow said he was re-
peatedly beaten over the head
by one officer while in cus-
tody. A second officer pressed
a pistol to his leg and coerced
him into divulging the name of
a fellow activist, he said.

“He starts screaming at me
(5] start writing,” Mr.
Teplyakov said in a telephone
interview. He said the police
officer threatened him, saying.

“We will kill you right now.™

Mr. Teplyvakov was sen-
renced to 10 days in jail after
being convicted on a charge of
disobeying the police, accornd-
inz to a copy of a court ruling.
He left for Thilisi, Georgia, the
day after he was released from
custody—joining tens of thou-
sands of Russians who hawve
fled the crackdown on dissent
and the fallout of economic
sanctions following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

A new Russian law prohibit-
ing referrals to the military

campaign in Ukraine as a war
or an invasion and mass ar-
rests of protesters have largely
eliminated visible signs of dis-
sent inside Russia against the
war. Large numbers of Rus-
sians opposed to the war have
chosen to be exiled.
The Kremlin has welcomed
the departures of critics.
“Many people are showing
themselves to be what we in
Russia like to call traitors,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov said in mid-March.
Please furn fo page A9

Ukraine
Urges
Civilians
To Flee
In East

Kyiv warns of Russian
offensive looming in
region as focus of

the invasion shifts

By ¥YarosLaw TROFIMOV

Ukraine urged civilians to
leave the eastern Donetsk, Lu-
hansk and parts of the Kharkiv
regions as it braced for a ma-
jor new Russian offensive fol-
lowing Moscow's withdrawal
from the north of the country.

“¥ou need to evacuate now,
while this ibility still ex-
ists.” Ukraines deputy prime
minister and minister for oc-
cupied territories, Iryna
Vereshchuk, said on Ukrainian
TV on Wednesday. “Later, peo-
ple will be under fire and un-
der threat of death. We won't
be able to help because it will
be practically impossible to
cease fire.”

The sense of urgency by the
Ukrainian government for c
vilians to flee comes days af-
ter reports emerged of execu-
tions, rape and other human-
rights abuses of civi ns by
departing Russian forces as
thev retreated from the sub-
urbs of Kyiv. Russia has denied

Please turn topage AS

The Ukraine Crisis
# EU keeps Mascow®
gas flowing.....
helps in effort to hulld
rimes cas:
esbkdents.
despite Russia retreat. . A9

Google Yanks Apps
With Hidden Code
That Harvests Data

Google has yvanked dozens of
apps firom its Google Play store
after determining that they in-
clude a software element that
surreptitiously harvests data.

By Byron Taw
in Washingtomn
and Robert McMillan
in San Francisoo

The Panamanian company
that wrote the software code,
Measurement Systems 5. de
R.I.. is linked through corpo-
rate records and web registra-
tions to a Virginia defense
contractor that does cyberin-
telligence, network-defense
and intelligence-intarcept
wiork for ULS. national security
agencies.

The code ran on millions of
Android devices and has been
found inside several Muslim
prayer apps that have been
downloaded more than 10 mil-
lion times, as well as a high-
way-speed-trap detection app,

a QR-code-reading app and a
number of other popular con-
sumer apps, according to two
researchers who discovered
the behavior of the code in the
course of auditing work they
do searching for vulnerabili-
ties in Android apps. They
shared their findings with
Google, a unit of Alphabet Inc..
federal privacy regulators and
The Wall Street Journal.
Measurement Systems paid
developers around the world
o incorporate its code—known
as a software development kit,
or SDK—into their apps, devel-
opers said. Its presence al-
lowed the Panamanian com-
pany to surreptitiously collect
data from their users. accord-
ing to Serge Egelman, a re-
searcher at the International
Computer Science Institute
and the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley, and Joel Reardon
of the University of Calgary.
Modern apps often include
Please furn fopage AG

Fed Signals a Faster Pace
Of Rate Hikes, Bond Trims

By Nick TiMIEAGS

Federal Reserve officials
signaled they could raise rates
by a half percentage point at
thelr meeting early next month
and begin reducing their $9
trillion asset portfolic as part
of their most aggressive effort
in more than two decades to
curb price pressures.

Minutes from the Feds
March 15-16 meeting, released
Wednesday, showed many offi-
cials were prepared last month
to raise rates by a half point
but opted for a smaller guar-
ter-point increase due to con-
cerns from the fallout of Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Stocks fell and bond yields
rose Wednesday amid expecta-
tions of a more aggressive Fed
policy tizhtening process than
previously anticipated. The
vield on the benchmark 10-
year Treasury note, which
rises when bond prices fall,
rose to 2.606%, a three-year
high, from 2.554% on Tuesday
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and 2.409% on Monday. The
Drow Jones Industrial Average
closed down 0.42%, the Nas-
dag sank 2.22% and the S&P
5000 shed 097 %,

Officials approved last
month their first interest-rate
increase in more than three

Nasdag Composite

Wednesday

13888.82

March April

Jan F

wvears, raising their benchmark
rate to a range between 0.25%
and 0.5%. They also penciled
in a series of additional rate

Please furn fopage A2

# Greg Ip: Finandal crisis gives
lesson abowt inflation....... A2

INSIDE

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Young men head back
to the movies, and
Hollywood responds in
kind. B1

PERSONAL JOURNAL
Feeling inflation’s
pinch, more workers
are embaoldened to ask
for raises. a2

A Greeting for Crypto Fans
Goes Viral, Sparks Squabbles

*

Messages of ‘gm” become a rallying call

for blockchain enthusiasts, celebrities

By PrREETICA Ranma

Two letters all over social
media started as a jolly greet-
ing among cryptocur-
rency fans and went
on to inspire a new
wirtual CUrrency,
real-life tattoos and,
naturally, anline
squabhbles.,

The catchphrase
“gm”—or, to put it the
old-fashioned WA,
good morning—is in-
creasingly popping up
on Twitter, Telegram and [Ms-
cord channels, often alongside
images of surf, sun-dappled
flowers and sunsets.

Ta cain
a phrase

The abbreviation is more
than just @ pleasantry
for people who embrace block-
chain, the technology under-
pinning virtual currencies
like bitcoin. Blockehain
enthusiasts are using
it to signal that they
are early to a tech-
nology whose future
they believe is
bright.

“gm! Here is a picture
of a beautiful field full
of flowers,” Ethereum
co-founder Vitalik Bu-
terin tweeted to his roughly
four million followers last
month, Fans recipro with

Please turn fo page A&

SEC Probes Amazon’s

Disclosure of Practices

By Dara MatTions
Anp DAaveE NICHAELS

Federal securities regula-
tors are investigating how
Amazon.com Inc. has disclosed
some details of its business
practices, including how it
uses third-party-seller data for
its private-label business, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the matter.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission is probing
how Amazon—the largest LS.
e-commerce retailer and
cloud-computing  company—
handled disclosures of its em-
ployees” use of data from sell-
ers on its e-commerce
platform. the people said. The
SEC's enforcement division
has asked for emails and com-

munications from several se-
nior Amazon executives, ac-
cording to one of the people.

A spokesman for Amazon
declined to comment.

In April 2020, a Wall Street
Journal investigation, citing
internal documents and inter-
views with former Amazon
staffers, found the company”s
employees routinely used indi-
vidual third-party-seller data
to develop products for its
own brands.

A company spokesman de-
nied that such actions were
taken, echoing an Amazon
lawyer's congressional testi-
mony a yvear earlier, sayving the
company does “not use their
individual data when we're
making decisions to launch

ease turn to page A4
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No refuge for non-Ukrainians
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Financial warfare

How the west unleashed ‘shock and
awe’ on Russia — eic READ, PAGE 15

YEAR

USA 5150 Canada C53.00

Uncertain times

Putin's war has shaken up more than
global security —EDwARD LUCE, PAGE 17

Western allies impose harshest
sanctions yet on Russian banks

e Sberbank and Alfa-Bank hit @ Putin and Lavrov families targeted e Finland seizes art haul

FT REFORTERS

The US, B and UK are imposing the
toughest sanctions yet against Ressla’s
bizgest banks and bankers as the west-
ern allies ramp up their economic pun-
ishment of Moscow in response to
apparent strocities committed by Rus-
slan fonoes in Ukraine.

washington annoumnced *full blocking
sanctions™ on Sherbamk, Fussla’s largest
financial institutbon, amnd Alfs-Bank, the
country’s biggest private lender, which
will prevent them from d ealing with amy
U imstituton of mdividual.

Janet Yellen, US Treasury secretary,
sald yesterday that the Treasury would
held “Russia accountable for its actions
s0 it cannot benefit hum the interna-
thomal financial

A senlor US omclal sald the latest
measures were in response to “the sick-
ening bratality in Bucha”, the city near
Eylv from where gruesome images of
the bodies of Ukrainian civilians have
emerged in recent days, indicating a
possible massacre by Russian soldiers.

As evidence grows of possible war
crimes inareas abandaned by retreating
Russian troops, Ukrainkan president
Valadymyr Zelensky called for Russia’s
leaders to be “brought to justice”™. Mos-
cow has denbed the allegations.

“The mayor of the Uksaknian port city
of Mariupol, which has been under sisge
by Viadimir Putins forces since early
March, said Russian mabile cremator-
wmes had begun incinerating the bodies
of peaple killed in the city.

e killers are covering their tracks,”
Vadym Bokchenko said yesterday.

The EL! is et to add Herman Gref, the
head of Kremlin-controlled Sherbank,
and aluminium oligarch Obeg Deripaska
o fts sanctions list today, according toa
draft document seen by the Pinancial
Times. If approved by EU member
states, those under sanctions will be
subject to asset freezes and travel bans.

The UK also anpousced extea sanc-
tons against Putin's regime, including

Musk set to make his volce
heard on Twitter's board

A3 Twitter's largest investor and
newest board member, Elon Musk has
been catapulted Into a3 central postan
at one of the Infermet's most widety
wiewed news sources. The bilonalre
boss of Tesla and SpaceX — as well as
one of the loudest volces on Twither —
comes with stronghy held technocraric
views that draw many crifics and is
expecied fo push for change at the
social media site he has previously
critictsed for lacking free speech
Pushy presence » FAGE &

Pope Francis
halkls a Ukradne
flag =ent to him
from Bucha,
the city mear
Kylv that has
been the scene
of apparent
war crimes
Hiicar, blckin vis R smrn

Facebook’s owner plans “Zuck Bucks’
digital coins foray into the metaverse

full asset freezes against Sberbank as
well s 2 ban on imports of Russian iron
and steel products. Both the Us and UK
have added 2 ban on any new cutward
Imvestment to Russia.

Liz Truss, the UK forelgn secretary,
said the measures marked “thetoughest
sanctions yet”,

The US also imposed sanctions on
individuals including Putin's two adult
daughters, Ekaterina Tikhonova and
Maria Varonisova, foreign minkster Ser-
gei Lavrov's wile and daughter, and
members of Russla’s Security Council
including former president Dmitry
Medvedey and prime minister Mikhail
Mishustin. The EU is also targeting
Tikhonovaand Vorontsova.

The US official said the U8 and EU kad
chosen Lo target Putins daughters

becanse they believed they were helping
shield the Russian president’s wealth.
“We believe that many of Putin's assets
are hidden with family members and
that’s why we're targeting them.”

The EU's latest sanctions form part of
a propased fifth package of EU meas-
ures against Moscow, including new
restricthons anRussanomal.

The western allies had hoped that the
initial burst of hefty sanctions impaosed
in the walke of Russia’s invasion in late
February would be sufficient to isolate
Russia without excesshve spillover to the
reat of the global economy. But they
heone been forced to consider addithonal
targets as the conflict has worn on, wid-
ening their net to include groups and
individuals in third countries doing
business with R sssian entithes.

Edward Fishman, a former adviseron
sanctions at the state department,
called yesterday's measures “the most
significant” taken since the Russian cen-
tral bank sanctions were imposed.

Meanwhile, Finland has setzed paint-
ings and sculptures worth €42mn
bound for Russia. 1t stoppesd three ship-
ments af art returning to Russia from
msserms kn Raly and Japan at the Vaall-
miaa border, Finnish customs said.
Reporting by Courtney Weaver, [ames Politi
and Calby Smith in Warshingtan,

Jesmine Cameron- Chiteshe in Londor,
Hewary Foy arad Sarr Fleraing in Brussels,
Johm Reed in Lidv and Richard Mifre in Ocke
War inUkralne pages 263

Oligarchs’ playthings page 9
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HAMMAN MURPHY — SAN FRANCISCO

Meta has drawn up plans to introdsce
virtual coins, tolens and lending serv-
ees to its apps, as Facebook’s parent
company pursses its finance ambitions
despite the collapse of a project to
Eauncha cryplocurrendy.

The compamny; ked by Mark Zuckerberg,
ks seeldng alternative revenue streams
and features that can woo and retain
users, as popularity falls for its main
soclal networks Facebook and Insta-
gram, which threatens its $118bn-a-year
advertising-based business model.

Meta Financlal Technologies, Face-
ook s financial arm, hasbeen exploring
the creation of a virtual currency for the
metaverse, which employess have
dubbed “Zuck Bucks", acoonding to sev-
eral peopde familiarwith the efforts.

This is unlikely to be a cryptocur-

rency based an the blockehain, some of
the people sald. Instead, Meta is leaning
towands introducing in-app tokens cen-
trally controlled by the company, siml-
lar to those used in gaming apps such as
the Robux currency in the popular chil-
direr’s game Rabior.

According to company memas and
people close to the plans, Meta is also
looking at creating “soclal tokens™ or
“reputation tokens”, which could be
kssued as rewards for meaningful
contributions in Facebook growps, for
example. Ancther effort is to malke “cre-
ator coins” that might be associated
‘with partioular influencers.om its photo-
sharing app Instagram.

Meta has also been exploring more
traditional fimancial services, with a
focuson providing small-business kans
at attractive rates, say several people
Eamiliar with the initiative. While noth-

ing ks imrved iately planmed, the growp
has previously held talks with potential
lendirg partmers, oneof the peoplbe sakd.

Most of the efforts are in the early
stages and could change or be dropped,
although its plans to integrate non-
fungible tokens, NFTs, into its apps are
more developed. Zuckerberg confirmeed
& previous Financial Times report that
Instagram would seon support NFTs
and plans to lsunch & pilot for posting
MFTson Faoshook in mid-May, an inter-
Tl ITveTr Says.

Meta's push into cryptoourrencies has
been plagaed by setbacks and regula-
toryscratiny. This year Diem, the global
arypteaimency praject that it spear
headed, was wound down and its assets
sold to Callformian bank Sibvergate, after
US regulators refused to give the green
light cver manetary stability and com-
petition concerns.
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» SEC backs Amazon sharcholders on tax
Imvvestors ntechgiant Amazon that want it provide
greater tax disclosure have been handed a victory
after the SEC regulator, in a rare move, supported
their demand for a shareholder vote.— pase &

» EU proposes tariffs in migrants tussle
Erusselsis proposing to impose heavy tasiffson
countries that do pot accept the returmof citizens
who haveilegally entered Burope, as the bloc steps
upefforts to bolster s migration policy.— paca &

= VW to cut models and focus on luxury
Volkswagen will axe most of its
combustion: cars by the
end of the decade and focus on
more profitable brands, ina

reversal of the stance of former
chiefsofthe carmaker.— pass &

» Key investor turns up heat on Toshiba
Toshlba's second-largest shareholder, hedge fund
3D, te pushing for the $17bn Japanese conglomerate
toopen talks on a take-private deal after it emerged
that Eain was about to submita buyout plan.— pases

» Oklahoma passes strict abortion laws
Anoklahoma kil has banmed abortion n almost
every Instance, the strictest meastres yet ina wave
of U8 laws against it. Punishments for performing
the procedure Include up to 10 years in jall— Pace &

» Fired Credit Suisse banker faced inquiry
The head of Credit Sulsse’s investment bank was
under imvestigation for allegedly mistreating women
when hewas fired for his part in Archegoss collapse
last yoar, which cost the bank $5.5bn.— rPase

» Sri Lankan rupee plunges to record low
Sri Lanka's rupes has hita record bow, off 32 percent
this year, to become the world's worst-performing
currency. President Gotabaya Rajapaksa is struggling
tocontain aneconomic and political orisis.— easE w
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Investigators on Wednesday in Bucha, Ukraine, where Russian forces are accused of committing atrocities during their occupation.

Kremlin Rushing
Its Forces for a

This article is by Eric Schmitt, Ju-
licn E. Barnes and Helene Conper.
WASHINGTOMN — As Russian
troops  retreat from  northern
Ukraine and focus operations on
the country’s east and south, the
Kremlin is struggling te scrape to-
gether enough combat-ready re-
inforcements o conduct a new
phase of the warn according to
American and other Western mili-
tary and intelligence officials.
Mascow initially sent 75 per-
cent of its main ground combat
forces into the war in February,
Pentagon officials said. But much
of that army of more than 150,000
troops is now o spent force, after
suffering logistics problems, flag-
ging morale and devastating cas-
ualties inflicted by stiffer-than-ex-
inian resistance, mili-
igence officials say.
There are relatively few fresh
Russian troops to fill the breach.
Russia has withdrawn the forces
— as many as 40,000 seldiers — it

to Reposition
Narrower Fight

Trying to Reinforce and
Rearm Troops

had arrayed around Kyiv and
Chernihiv, two cities in the north,
to rearm and resupply in Russia
and neighboring Belarus before
muost likely repositioning them in
eastern Ukraine in the next few
weeks, LS. officials say.

The Kremlin is also rushing to
the east a mix of Russian merce-
naries, Syrian fighters, new con-
scripts and regular Russian Army
troops from Georgia and east-
ernmost Russia.

Whether this weakened but still
very lethal Russian force can
overcome its blunders of the first
six weeks of combat and accom-
plish a narrower set of war aims in
a smaller swath of the country re-
ns an open guestion, senior
efficials and analysts said.
Continued on Page A9

Body Bags and Death Notices
Bring News of War to Russians

This article is by Anfon
Troianovski, Iwan Nechepurenko
and Valeriva Safrenowa.

Ivan Kononow, a senior lieuten-
ant in the Russian marines, loved
to cook. He made Italian food for
his unit in the field, his brother
said, and traded rations for spices
when he was serving in Syria.

The brother Aleksandr
Kononov, last saw him at the mili-
tary hospital morgoe in the south-
ern Russian city of Rostov-on-Don
in March. Lieutenant Kononow
had died in a firefight for a steel
plant in the Ukrainian port city of
Mariupol. He was 34. Walking to
the morgue, Mr. Kononov recalled,
hee prassed the open gate of a wane-
house and glimpsed dozens of
black body bags lined up on the
floor.

It was only with his brother's
death, Mr. Kononov, 32, said in a
phone interview, that he started
paying attention to the war raging
Jjust over 50 miles from his home.

Official Toll Is Cloaked
in Patriotism

And he realized, he said, that his
brother had died in a war that “no
one needs”

“If evervone learns everyvthing,
there  will be protesis”  Mr
Hononov, wi works in a freight
business, said, referring to the
awareness of the Russian public
at large_“And I think that would be
for the best. Because this war has
to stop. There ought to be no wars
at all”

Six werks after President Via-
dimir . Putins invasion of
Ukraine, many Russians remain
inthe dark abowut the depth of their
country’s losses — and about the
carnage and brutal atrocities that
their military is inflicting as it re-
treats in the North, But increas-
ingly, the reality of war is introd-

Continued on Page A%

EXODUS FROM EAST
AS RUSSIANS SHIFT
FOCUS OF ATTACKS

Outrage Over Atrocities Spurs Sanctions
Against Banks and Putin’s Family

This article is by Megan Specia,
Cora Engelbrecht and Eric Scheit

Spurred by reports of Russian
atrocities outside Ukraine’s capi-
tal, and alarmed at signs that Rus-
sia’s invasion force is about to es-
calate assaults in eastern
Ukraine, many civilians in that re-
gion are fleeing while they can, of-
ficials id Wednesday:

“The cities of the Luhansk re-
gion are in ru . warned one
eastern governor. “Thousands of
residents have not yet left, Get out
of the way!”

The exodus accelerated as
Western nations moved to provide
more weapons o Ukraine's mili-
tary and further estracize Russia
economically with new sanctions,
including restrictions on its lead-
ing banks and on the assets of
President Viadimir V. Putin’s chil-
dren,

The new sanctions are a re-
sponse to outrage and revualsion
over the atrocities, including exe-
cutions and torture, that appear to
have been carried out by Russian

]

forces before they retreated from
areas outside Kyiv in the past few
weeks, Russia has denied respon-
sibility, saying the atrocities were
fabricated or were committed by
the Ukrainians themselves.

The Eurcopean Union also was
welghing a ban on coal from Rus-
sia, the leading provider of fossil-
lu.el energy to Europe, and Russia
appeared to move closer to defanlt
on its foreign debr because of LS,
currency restrictions,

“Together with our allies and
our partners, we're going to keep
raising the economic costs and
ratchet up the pain for Putin, and
further increase Russia's eco-
momic isolation,” said President
Biden, who has described Mr
Putin as a war criminal and sug-
ger.med he should not remain in

\-lone tham 11 million Ukrainians
— roughly one in four — have fled
their homes since the Feb. 24 inva-
shon, according to the United MNa-
tions, incleding more than four

Continued on Page A8

Bread, Blood and a Park Bench:
Traces of Lives Ended in a Blink

By THOMAS GIEBBONS-NEFF
and NATALIA YERMAK

KHARKIV, Ukraine — A loaf of
bread on a park bench, collecting
snoar. A puddle of blood nearby:

Those were the traces of two
lives lost this past 2 TR0 pe0-
ple killed as they sat sharing a late
lunch or an early dinner, or mayhe
just feeding pigeons. No one
secmed 1o know their names,

They died at around 5:30 in the
afternoon on Sunday in the south-
eastern  Slobidskyi  district  of
Kharkiv from a moriar sirike, res-
idents said, describing the victims
as an older woman and & middle-
aged man.

It was overcast and cold, and
the ambulance came quickly.

Random Attack Shakes
Quiet Neighborhood

"1 was in the kitchen, putting
the kettle on,” said Tetiana Stepa-
nenko, 55, whao lives in the apart-
ment building that overlooks the
park. “Suddenly the windows
shuddered.”

“Then we heard the screams”
she said.

She looked out the window from
the fourth floor; the bodies were
motionless.

Wars often inflict violence at
random on people just trying o

Continued on Page All

AVERTIMG CYBERATTACKS The U5 said it secretly removed malware
from computer networks in a pre-emptive step against Russia, PAGE Al4

U.S. BORDER Ower 2,000 Ukrainians waited in Mexico as officials pre-
pared for an expected migration surge as pandemic rules ease, PAGE Al2

As Cases Climb, New Yorkers
Ask if It’'s Time to Worry Again

By JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN
and SHARDN OTTERMAN

Driven by an Omicron subwvari-
ant, Covid-18 cases have been tick-
ing up steadily across Manhattan,
Staten Island and parts of Brook-
Iyn, threatening MNew York City
with a fifth wawve of coronavirus
cases just weeks after the city
lifted many mask and vaccine re-
quirements.

The city is registering about
1,500 new cases a day and a posi-
tivity rate of nearly 3 percent, both
figures more than double what
they were a month ago. In Man-
hattan, where the last wawve also
first emerged, the positivity rate is
abowe § percent in some neighbaor-
hoods
another potentially worrd-
some indicator, the prevalence of
fevers across the city — which can
offer a forewarning of Covid
trends — has reached levels Last
seen at some of the worst points of
the pandemic, according te data
from  imternet-connected  ther-
IMAMIeters.

And anecdotal signs of spread-

Potential for New Wave
Threatens Return fo
Coveted Normalcy

ing infection are evident across
the region. On Broadway, the ac-
tors Matthew Broderick and Dan-
iel Craig have recently tested pos-
itive, as have New Jersey's gover-
nor and at least three members of
the New York City Council.

W may be done with the virus,
but the virus isn't done with us”
Erad Lander, the city’s comperol-
ler, said after he tested positive
last week,

The Omicron subvariant BA.Z,
which the Centers for Disease
Control amd Prevention now esti-
mates makes up 84 percent of
cases in the New York region, is
even more contagious than its
predecessor,

Eut so far it has not shown the

Growing Religious Fervor Suffuses Politics of the American Right

By ELIZABETH DIAS
and RUTH GRAHAM

PHOENIN — They opened with
an invocation, summoning God's
"hedge of thorns and fire” o pro-
vect each person in the dark
Phoenix parking lot.

They called for testimonies,
passing the microphone to anyone
with “inspirational words that
they'd Eke to say on behalf of our
I-6 political prisoners” referring
tes peaple arrested in connection
with the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the
Capitol, whom they were hon-
oring a year later.

Then, holding candles dripping
wax, the few dozen who were
gathered lifted their voices, a cap-
pella, in a song treasured by mil-
lions of believers who sing it on
Sundays and know its words by
heart:

Wy maker, miracle worker,

proeriise Reeper

Light in the darkness, my God

That is who you are . ..

This was not a church service. Tt
was worship for a new kind of con-

I VO T

Dozens cheered the anti-mandate People's Convoy when it passed throush Yavapai County, Ariz.

spiritual sustenance in political
action.

The Christian right has been in-
tertwined with American con-
servatism for decades, culminat-

lies. But worship, a sacred act
showing  devotion to God  ex-
pressed through movement, song
or prayer, was largely reserved for
church. Mow, many believers are

same explosive speed as the earli-
er form of Omicron, which in late

Corttired on Page A9 purpose,

gregation: a right-wing poditical
movement powersd by divine
whose adherents find

ing in the Trump era. And ele-
ments of Christian colture have
long been present at politcal ral-

importing their worsh:p of God,
with all its intensity, emation and
ambitions, ve thele political life.

At events across the United
States, it is not unusual for partici-
pants to describe encountering
the divime and feel they are doing
their part to install God's kingdom
on earth. For them, right-wing po-
litical activity itself is becoming a

Continued on Page AIG

SPORTS BO.14

13 Coaches, No Waiting

San Francisca Manager Gabe Kapler

INTERNATIONAL Ad-14
An Edge for the French Right

Even before the presidential vote,
right-wing and far-right candidates, and
their themes and talking podnts, have
dominated the political debate. PAGE A4

Israel’s Government in Crisis
The resignation of Idit Silman, a senior
lawmaker, left the coalition without a
majority in Parliament. PAGE AB

has surrounded himself with alented

coaches, A lot of them.

Attorneys General Warn N.F.

Dfficials from six states threatened an
boat

inguiry, citing “grave concerns

the treatment of women, PAGE

$610_u4882
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THURSDAY STYLES DI1-6
L. Off Camera, She Plays Her Part

Jennifer Venditti, a casting director for
films and TV, has written a book on how

BID she matches robes and actors.  PAGE DS

MNATIONAL Al15.23

An Appeal for Voters in Ohio
Tim Ryan, the House Democrat running
for the Senate, has been listening to
working-class whites. Whether they are
listening to him is the guestion. PAGE Al5

House Urges Jan. 6 Charges
The vote recommends the Justice De-
partment charge two Trump allies with
criminal contempt of Congress for defy-
ing subpoenas in the inquiry.  PAGE A17

Cult Leader Is Convicted
Lawrence ¥. Ray, who exploited stu-
dents at Sarah Lawrence College, was
found guilty of trafficking. PAGE AZ0

ARTS C1-6
A Lens on Street Culture

Photos taken by Jamel

BUSINESS B1-7

Invasion Tempered Fed Actions
Motes from the March meeting showed
“many” Federal Reserve officials fa-
wored a bigger rate increase.
Will Boom Lead to Bust?
A recession doesn't seem imminent, but
high demand and supply shortages are

PAGE Bl

of stylish, young Black New Yorkers are
displayed in a new exhibition.

Olivia Rodrigo on the Road
Backed by a roaring all-female band,

the pop star began her first tour with a
show in Portland, Ore., PAGE C1

testing the economy's limits. FAGE Bl
shab, above.
OPINION AZ6-27
PAGE C1 .
Jamelle Bouie PAGE A26
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WRECHKED tanks line a street in Bucha, Ukraine, where the horrors of Russian occupation have come to Lght.,

ROMALDO SCHEMIDT AFPrGetty Imoges
RESIDENT Tetiana Ustymenko weeps over the
grave of her son in the garden of her house in Bucha,

AUTHORITIES gather information on the bodies
found in Bucha before they are taken to the morgue.

Caruso’s cash redefines the race

Developer has lent $10 million so far to his mayoral campaign

By JuLia WIck
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

To paraphrase F, Scott Fitzgerald,
the wvery rich are different from you
and me: They can bankroll their own

campaign for mayor.

Billionaire real estate developer
Rick Caruso put $4 million into his
mayoral bid this week, bringing the to-
lent his campalgn to
£10 million. His willingness to tap his
own fortune has profoundly reshaped

tal that he's

the race since he officially entered two

months ago.

While the other big-name candi-
dates have not yet begun airing TV
commercials, Carusoe’'s messages have
blanketed the airwaves, His campaign
has also purchased 30-second radio
spots, sent voters glossy foldout mai-
lers and paid for advertising on
YouTube and other social media.

“Theyv're buyving name identifica-
David Gould. a veteran cam-
paign consultant who served as for-
mer Mayor Richard Riordan’s cam-

tlon.”

paign treasurer. sald of the Caruso
eampaign.

At City Hall,
precedent for the amount of money
Caruso has put inta his campaign at
such an early date. The June 7 primary
is still nine weeks away and the general
election — which will feature the top
two vote-getters — is set for Now. 8.

By the end of the week, Caruso’s
campalgn will have spent $8.95 milllon
on advertising, according to data from
the analyties firm AdImpact. That to-

there is no recent

[See Carusa, A9]

latimes.com

Ukraine tells
civilians in east
to flee before
Russian assault

Even as West tightens
sanctions, Moscow
dismisses evidence of
its army’s atrocities.

By PaTRIiCK J.
McDoONNELL,
Lavra KiNc
anD KurTis LEE

EYIV. Ukraine — Rus-
sian forces carried out puni-
shing strikes against key
Ukrainian cities on Wednes-
day., as Ukralnian author-
ities urged residents of an
imperiled eastern region to
Mee while they still could.

With the fighting show-
ing signs of intensifying in
the country’s south and
east, Ukrainian officials told
residents of the Luhansk re-
gion to evacuate before the
onslaught. Luhansk's gover-
nor, Serhly Haidal, sald
Wednesday on Facebook
that people were escaping
"under the roar of enemy
guns.™

In suburbs arcund the
capital, Eyiv, Ukrainian in-
wvestigators pressed ahead
with the grim task of docu-
menting evidence of war
crimes in the form of mass
graves and mutilated bodies
as Ukrainian troops and
mine clearers worked to
defuse booby traps and ex-
plosives left behind by re-
treating Russian forces.

Maoscow continued to
brush aside mounting world
outrage over the apparent
execution-style killings of ci-
vilians even as Washington
and its Western allies moved
to impose sharp new sane-
tions.

Ukrainian officials ac-
cused Russia of trying to
cover up war crimes in other
occupied areas, saying that
Moscow is now aware that
haphazard efforts in the
Kyivregion had left an abun-
dance of evidence behind.

In the southern port city
of Mariupol, where munici-

[Ses Ukraine, A5]

D.A. won’t charge
officers in killings

Decisions cover two
cases: a couple shot in
car in Inglewood and
a man in Pasadena.

By JAMES QUEALLY
AND RICHARD WiNTON

The Las Angeles County
district attorney’s office will
not file charges in the con-
troversial shooting deaths off
an Inglewood couple who
were gunned down by police
inside their car in 2018, ac-
cording to a report made
public Wednesday.

Prosecutors saild they
had insufficient evidence to
charge the five Inglewood
police officers who opened
fire on Kisha Michael and
Marquintan Sandlin in Feb-
ruary 2016,

The office’'s legal conclu-

PROTESTERS gather at Inglewood City Hall on
Feb. 21, 2017, a year after police shot a couple in a car.

sion laid out in the 36-page
document is largely cen-
tered on the determination
that prosecutors could not
disprove that the officers
had a reasonable fear that
either Michael or Sandlin
would reach for the loaded
gun that ofMicers saw Inside
the car.

Ina separate report also
made public late Wednes-
day, prosecutors said they
would not charge the Pasa-
dena police officer who shot
and killed Anthony MoClain
as he fled from a traffic stop
two yvears ago. The Aug. 15,
2020, shooting spurred pro-
tests by Black Lives Matter
in the streets of Old Pasa-
dena and gained the atten-
tion of nationally renowned
civil rights attorney Ben-
Jjamin Crump

The decisions could en-
gender political backlash

[ See Officers, A12]
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TITUS LOW, out on bail. is Singapore’s most recognizable creator on a platform
known for offering private porn to subseribers. He faces up to 21 months in prison.

Case against OnlyFans star
sparks debate in Singapore

Erotic creator challenges his city-state’s taboo on sex

By DaAvID PIERSON

SINGAPORE — The
FOUNEgE Mman of wealth, tat-

rolled into the nelghborhood
in a Tiffany-blue Mercedes.
Patrons inside a cafe stole
glimpses. His future in ques-
tion, the man, an unabashed
erctic  exhibitionist, has
attracted renown in a coun-
try where fame is usually
reserved for government

ministers and top bad-
minton players.

Titus Low has stubbornly
challenged one of this city-
state's enduring taboos: sex.
The 2Z-year-old bisexual
manls Singapore’'s most rec-
ognizable creator on Only-
Fans, the online site known
best for offering private porn
to paying subscribers. He
made headlines last year af-
ter he was ordered off the
platform and arrested for
violating strict obscenity

laows by ransmitting images
and wvideos of his “private
parts.”

Out on bail, Low is facing
up to 21 months in prison.
His case has sparked con-
versatlons about soelal
mores and the limitations of
sexual expression in a coun-
Lry where sex between men
is technically illesal.

Muscled, bare-chested
and generously tattooed,
Low, who speaks in a

[See Titus Low, A ]

MORE COVERAGE
Renewed push for
Russia sanctions

.8, secretary of State
seclks to rally support
from key allies who have
not joined efforts to pun-
ish Moscow., WoRLD, A3

Lavwmakers
confront oil firms

At a House hearing.
Democrats demand an-
swers from energy exe-
cutives about skyrocket-
ing fuel prices. NATION, AT

GUN IN
CAPITAL
MAYHEM
HAD BEEN
MODIFIED

Megal but increasingly
common ‘switch’
turned handgun into

automatic weapon.

By LaBor JANY,
RICHARD WINTON
AND KEVIN RECTOR

As state and federal au-
thorities continue to piece
together how s0 many peo-
ple were killed and wounded
in Sunday’s shooting in
dommntowT Sacramento,
their attention has turned to
a small, seemingly Innocu-
ous culprit: A gun accessory
that quickly and cheaply
turns many handguns into
weapons capable of spray-
ing dozens of rounds with a
single pull of the trigger.

At least one of the guns
police say were recovered
from the massacre that left
six people dead and twice as
many injured had been mod-
ified with a so-called “auto-
sear” or “switch” to boost lis
firepower. The conversion
devices are illegal, and au-
thorities say they are turn-
inzFupat crime scenes acnoss
the .S, with alarming fre-

qQuency.
Semiautomatic hand-
guns and rifles require

shooters to pull the trigger
each time they want to fire a
See Gun, A12]

Shootout involved
at least 5 gunmen
Sacramento authorities
blame gang rivalri
have plagued the city for
FEArS. CALIFORNIA, B1

MNo charges in
no-knock killing
The police shooting of
Amir Locke in a Min-
neapolis apartment is
deemed justified under
state law. NATION. A8

Film set safety
panel formed
Move by the Directors
Guild of America is the
latest in response to
the “Rust™ shooting
tragedy. CALENDAR, E1
Weather

Sunny and hot.

L.A. Basin: 94/67. B6
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BUSINESS INSIDI

Disncy dominated in Florida, until now, Michael Hiltzik writes. A8
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Ukraine’s east braces for onslaught

L.5. governmentl,
energy companies
close ranks amid
cvberattack fears

BEY ELLEN NAKASHIMA

DES MOINES — In Febmary, as
Russian troops massed on
Ukraine's border, executives with
a major energy firm here worked
with LLS. energy and homeland
security officials to draw up a
playbook and help prepare the
electricity sector to deal with
potential cyberattacks by Russia.

Berkshire Hathaway Energy of-
ficers were among the small group
that wrote the guidelines, which
stressed the importance of guick-
Iy sharing cyberattack informa-
tion between industry and gov-
ernment.

With Fresident Blden warning
last month of evolving  intelli-
gencethat Russia isexploring pos-
sible cyberamacks against Ameri-
cam eritical industries, companies
such as Berkshire Hathaway En-
ergy and the ULS. government are
omn high alert. After years of what
eritics saw as Hp service, cyber-
security  collaboration  between
the federal government and some
critical industries has taken root,
officials and industry leaders say,
and it could be put to the test a
Russian government hackers
probe the defenses of American
power plants, banks and telecom-
munications networks.

“The collaboration between
government amnd the private sec-
tor has seen exponential improve-
ment over the last couple of years.”
sail Bill Fehrman, president and
chief executive of Berkshire Hath-
away Energy (BHE), which pro-
vides electricity senerated by
wind, solar, natural gas coal to
12 million customers in the Unit-
ed States, Canada and Britain,
“The main benefit.” he said, “is the
more efficient transfer of informa-
tion from the front line — the
ocompanies — o the government,
and getting usable information
back from the government in a

SEE CYBERSECURITY 03 Al$

In India: Fopular media voices
paint the LS. as the bad guy. A11

Going home: Refugess promise
o return, even If it's changed. A1

Complex militia
wilh an ugly pasl
defends a nalion

BY Sunarsan Racnavan,
LoveEnay Morris,
CLATRE PARKER
anp Davin L. STERN

EYIV, UKRAINE — Inside a ware-
house, in a bustling section of this
capital, the incessant cracking sound
of punfire echoed off walls, Men in
olive-colored camouflage were train-
ing for war. Most wore helmets and
bulletproof jackets, Some wore high
top sneakers. All clutched AK-47 ri-
fles and waited for their turn to shoot
it @ round target S0 pards away,

It was centered with Russian Pres-
ident Viadimir Putins face — and
peppered with bullet holes,

Invisible, yet palpable, was the
shadow cast over this new regiment,
like every unit of the Azov Battalion.

SEE MILTTIA 0N ALS

TOP: Residents near a burning building struck by

L

district, on

ALHIS MORETAR TIN IR RELTESS,

, in the i

ABOVE: Serhii l.a]m‘ﬂﬁ'l 2, u“’bﬂnnﬁdﬂm the grave of

his friend Thor Lytvynenko, who residents say was killed by Russian soldiers in Bocha.

RUSSIA REGROUPS
AFTER KYIV FAILURE

3 provinces urded to flee
amid renewed shelling

By Davin L. STERN,
JoBy WARRICK,
Lowisa LOVELUCK
AND Max BEARAK

MUKACHEVO, UERAINE -
Ukrainian officials called
Wednesday for evacuations in
three inces near the Russian
‘border amid new signs that Fres-
ident Viadimir Putin’s troops are
eacalating their assault on east-
ern and southern cities following
a failed attempt to take the
country's capital.

Local officials reported  re-
newed Russian shelling in the
eastern Donetsk region, killing
at least five people, and as many
as 10 high-rise apartment baild-
ings on fire in Severodonetsk, in
the neighboring Luhansk
trict, LLS, analysts said Moscow
has begun gradually shifting the
focus of its military operations to
the eastern border provinees af-
ter withdrawing thousands of
troops who previonsly encircled
the capital, Kyiv,

The continuned violence came
amid fresh reports of human
rights atrocities in Ukminian
cities and vowns that had been
under Russian control. Accounts
of rape and summary executions
of civilians by Russian occupiers
prompted the United States and
several allies to announce new
economic sanctions, including
measures targeting two of Rus-
sias largest banks and Putin®s
adult children.

“We're going to further in-
crease Russias economic isola-
tion,” President Biden said in a
speech announcing the sanc-
tions at a meeting of North
America’s Building Trades
Uniomns. “The United States will
continue to stamd with the Tkra
nian people in their fight for
freedom.”

Biden again accused Russia of

SEE UKEAINE 03 A13

‘Sanctions: New mesasures targst
banks Bnd Putin's deughters. A16

Businesaes: Some still wrestle
with exiting Fussia. A

Covid took their coaches., but not their dream
The Lady Trojans had suffered an unimaginable loss. Could they pull off an unprecedented win?

= -

BY Kamin BRULLIARD

TIERRA AMARILLA, N.M. — The
Mesa Vista Lady Trojans hacd rid-
den their black-and-gold bus for
nearly two hours, past snow-
smudged hills and red-rock cliffs,
to play their main rivals. Over 32
minutes of basketball, the girls
had been outpassed and outrun
and outscored by the Escalante
Lobos. They lost by 40 points.
W gotts get out of this funk.”
Jesse Boies, a cross-country coach
who had only recently become
head of varsity girls’ basketball,
told the teens in a circle
on agym floor, some still catching
their breath behind face masks,
“We are good, ladies! This team
right here is legit!™
It wasn't just o pep talk: No one
expected the team to do well this
yvear; It hadn't in years. But
Lasdy Trojans had roared ingo the
season with seven straight wins.
They won a local tournament in
Drecember, Mow, with a record of
SEE COACHES 0N AS
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ADRIA MALTOLM FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

Mesa Vista players pray before the guarterfinals in the New Mexico state tournament in Marel.
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t outhreak More than a dozen guests at
Saturday night’s Gridiron Club dinner have
tested positive for the coronavirus. C1

THE NATION

The police officer whao
fatally shot Amir Locke
willl not fuee charges. A3

THE WORLD

Hopes of solving an
Australian vanishing
case were revived, ATD

A firsthand
civics lesson

An 18yearald ks running
for tha Ward 2 seat on
the: DuC. Council. B1

STYLE

Hey, aren't you ...
A Maryland man turned
his resemblance to Bruce
Willis into a gig as the
sctor's stand-in. €1

For Black women. break from
loan burden “feels like a raise’

Extension of moratorium
on educalion payments
is a hoon to a key group

BY DANIELLE
DoOUGLAS-GARRIEL

For millions of Americans whao
took out loans to pay for college,
the past two years have offered a
chance to live without the burden
of their education debt,

The pause on federal student
loan payments introduced and ex-
tended  during  the  pandemic
meant borrowers could redirect
money — patentially hundreds of
dollars & month — that would
have gone toward repaying their
debt to other needs. On Wednes-
day, Fresident Biden extended the
reprieve through the end of Aun-
gust, giving borrowers more time
to prepare for the restart.

“Italmost feels like a raise,”said

Liza Jackson, 56, who owes
8175,000 for her son's and daugh-
ter's college educations, “With the
money T would have given to-
wards the loans, I paid off a little
outstanding tax debt, which I
don’t know T eould have done
otherwise”

The payment moratorium has
touched the lives of many Ameri-
cans, but it has perhaps meant the
most o the group who stood to
guin the most from it — Black
women, like Jackson, who shoul-
deradisproportionate share of the
S1.7 trillion student debt burden.

Women hold two-thirds of edu-
cation debt, an analysis of federal
data by the American Association
of University Women shows, but
Black women have the highest
average total st S41,466 for wnder
graduate and #75.085 for gradu-
ate school one year out from grad-
uation, The study foumd thist

SEE LOANS 0N A1S

Sixth extension: Biden's move
drenws miked reviews on Hill. A1S
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deportes

River, con el pie derecho

LegandaAlianza Limaen
eldebutdelaLibertadores

Con gol de Sudrez, el equipo de Gallardo se impuso
la 0 de visitante y abrid la Copa a paso firme.

TURKISK
AIRLINES

cincoveces.

Tigermaniaenmarcha
Woods se prueba en Augusta con
lahuella de su pasadoimborrable
A 25anosdelagestade 1997, ytras el

accidente sufridoen 2021, ¢l ex N* 1 del
mundoreaparece en el torneo que gand

LA FERIA DEL LIBRO,
PREPARADA PARA LAS
POLEMICAS

cultura

El nuevodirector de ese gran encuentro
cultural, Ezequiel Martinez, diceque las
controversiasy el debate son parte dela

diversidad y el pluralismo. Pagina 25

LA NACION

JUEVES 7 DE ABRILDE 2022 | LANACION.COM.AR

Cada vez son mas cortos los
acuerdos salariales por la
aceleracion de la inflacion

creMIos. Crece la presion sindical para renegociar las paritarias antes del vencimiento

Laaceleracién delainflacion desatd
unacarrerasalarial conacuerdos pa-
ritarios a plazos cada vez mascortos,
con pedidos de renegociacion antes
de tiempo. Andrés Rodriguez, jefe
del gremio UPCNy numerodosde la
CGT, fueunodelosque suscribieron

raparaadelantarel calendariodelas
paritarias. Apenas unas horas des-
pués de firmarlo, Rodriguez pidié
reabrir las negociaciones.

Los reclamos se multiplicardn.
La decena de acuerdos sellados en
los primeros meses del afio mues-
tran quelas paritarias dejaron de ser

un 45% de aumento como referen-
cia, con revisiones en septiembre y
noviembre, Porejemplo, el Sindicato
de Empleados y Obreros de la Ense-
fianza Privadalogrd un 25% por cua-
trimestre y podria alcanzar un 75%
anual. Comercio, el mis numeroso
del pais, buscareplicar el mecanismo

LA NACION EN UCRANIA
—DiA 43—

Regreso
a Kiev, la
capital que
aun respira
la guerra
Las tropas invasoras no

lograron entrar pese
al brutal cerco en el norte

INGRESOS

Elingreso promediodelos

argentinosmejorden2021, Elisabetia Pigué
peroes el mas bajo desde ERVIADA ESFECIAL
2006, Pagina 18 KIEV.~ Me habfa ido en la gélida

el martesel acuerdo tripartito entre

el Gobierno, laUlA y laceniral obre- oon subas trimestrales. Pigina 10

anuales, En la mayoria se establecio

economnia— Osvaldo Recchi sufre como muchos contratistas rurales la falta de gasoil.
Para no parar la cosecha, ayer recortio 600 kilémetros —entre Cafiada Seca (Buenos Aires)
v Arminda (Santa Fe), ida y vuelta— para comprar 2000 litros del combustible. Pagina 13

Como una busqueda del
tesoro, pero por gasoil

-
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Osvaldo Recchi, con sus vehiculos; en el camino se le rompieron dos ne

Educacion. Solo
el 16% termina
el secundario en
tiempo y forma

En la provincia, ya no es obligatorio ir
ala escuela ni al trabajo con barbijo

pospANDEMIA. Rige desde hoy en aulas, espacios laborales y recreativos

Un estudio advierte que,
por la pandemia, los
praximos resultados
serdn peores. Pigina2z

A partirde hoy. el usode barbijoya
noserd obligatorio en las escuelas
de la provincia de Buenos Aires.
Tampoco en los espacios labora-
les ni recreativos. El dinico Ambito

en el quese mantendra laexigencia
de tapabocas serd en el del trans-
porte piblico. Asilo anuncid ayer
el ministro de Salud bonaerense,
Nicolés Kreplak. quien fundamen-

tilaflexibilizacion en la mejorade
todos los indicadores epidemiolé-
gicos. De esta manera, la provin-
ciase suma a medidas similares ya
adoptadas en la ciudad. Pagina24

mafiana del 2 de marzo. Kiev era
una ciudad fantasma, militariza-
da, en guerra, bajo sitio, donde so-
naban todo el iempo las sirenas
queindicaban que habia que bajar
alos refugios por los bombardeos,
donde los estruendos alo lejos ha-
cian temblar las paredes, donde
habia miedo a un asalto del Ejér-
cito ruso. Volvi un mes y tres dias
despuésy reinaunsilencioimpac-
tante. Unacindad que sigue siendo
fantasma, militarizada, plagada de
checkpoints. Continiia enla pigina 6

EE.UU. aplica msis
sanciones a Mosci y
suma a las hijas de Putin
Rafael Mathus Ruiz

Pagina2

La Argentina votars la
suspension de Rusia del
Consejo de DD HH.

Jaime Rosemberg

Pagina g

Sputnik V:
errores en
un informe
argentino

COVID. Un estudio sobre la efecti-
vidad de las vacunas Sputnik, As-
traZeneca y Sinopharm, firmado
por laministra Carla Vizzott y pu-
blicado en larevista The Lancer,re-
cibiddurascriticasde un cientifico
italiano porinconsistencias ydatos
errdneos. “Son errores de tipeo en
algunos porcentajes”, argumentan
en Salud. Pagina 24
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Os partidos Unido Brasil,
MDB, PSDB e Cidadania
chegaram aacordo ontem
para apresentar candida-
tura unica & Presidéncia,
que promerem anunciar
em 18 de maio. A emede-
bista Simone Tebet ¢ os
tucanos Jodo Doria e Edu-
ardo Leite disputam a va-
ga. Na Unido Brasil, ainda
falta consenso sobre pro-
por Sergio Moro. pelitican®

Deputados falam em usar
armas apds fala de Lula

Parlamentares bolsona-
ristas dizem que reagiri-
am armados se suas fami-
lias fossem abordadas por
militantes, como sugeriu
petista caso sejaeleito. as

Planalto ofereceu
cargo por morte de
Adriano, diz irma

Escuta telefonica feita pela
Policia Civil do R] ha dois
anos mostra uma irma de
Adriano da Nobrega acu-
sando o Paldcio do Pla-
nalto de oferecer cargos
em troca da morte do ex-
PM ligado aos Bolsonaros.
Procurados, a Presidéncia
e a defesa da irma nao se
manifestaram. Politica At

Taxa extra para
térmicas na conta
de luz acaba dia 16

Mercado A15

Ilustrada C1
Centro-oeste
nas telas

Cinema da regiao
floresce, critica Brasil
de Bolsonaro e ataca
conservadorismo

Guia C7

Musicais lotam
teatros paulistanos
ermn abril e retomam
ritmo pré-pandemia

Turismo C8
Restrigdes mais leves
barateiam viagem
internacional, mas
passagem encarece

A pandemia em 6.abr
Dados das 20h

Populacio vacinada no Brasil

= il inal
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0Obra de uma creche abandonada ha varios anos, na regiao central da cidade de Flexeiras (AL), que recebeu verba para kits de robortica  redro Ladsins/Folbupress

QUINTA-FEIRA, 7 DE ABRIL DE 2022

R% 5,00

Governo da R$ 26 mi em kit de
robodtica a escolas sem agua

Material é vendido por aliados de Lira; instituigdes no interior de Alagoas carecem de internet e sala

Escolas onde faltam dgua en-
canada e acesso a internet
no interior de Alagoas rece-
beram RE 26 milhdes do Mi-
nistério da Educagio sob Jair
Bolsonaro para adquirir kits
de robética de uma empre-
sa de aliados do presidente
da Camara, Arthur Lira (PP-
AL}, informa Paulo Saldana.

Lira controla a distribui-
¢ao de parte das chamadas
emendas de relator do Or
gamento, fonte dos recursos
para os kits. Cada um foi ad-
quirido pelas prefeituras por
R$ 14 mil, valor muito supe-
rior ao praticado no merca-
do e mesmoao de produtos
de ponta internacionais.

A Folha visitou 6 das 7 ci-
dades que receberam a ver-
ba. Professores, gestores e
muoradores listam problemas
nas escolas cuja urgéncia su-
peraadonovomaterial, ainda
queachegada dos kits os ani-
me. Em Santana do Mundan,
por exemplo, falta computa-
dor, crucial nouso dos robos.

Watican Media /Heuters

PAPA CONDENA GUERRA E CITA ‘“MASSACRE’ EM BUTCHA

Francisco segura bandeira ucraniana enviada de Butcha, na qual centenas de civis foram
achados mortos nas ruas; ele chamou cidade de ‘'martirizada’ e pediu fim do conflito Mundo a12

Aliberagiio daverba federal
ocorreua jato e sem base em
critérios récnicos: em gua-
tro casos, em dezembro,
e de agosto a outubro nos
demais. O dinheiro foi de-
positado para os municipios
em fevereiro e margo —hd ci-
dades que esperam recursos
empenhados ha dois anos.

Os kits vém da Megalic, em-
presa de Roberta Lins Cos-
ta Melo e Edmundo Canun-
da, cujo filho é overeador de
Maceid Jodo Catunda (PSD),
priximo a Lira. Ele disse ndo
ter relagdo com negdcios do
pai. Procurados, Liranegou
envolvimento, € 0 MEC nao
se manifestou, Politica A4

José Mauro Ferreira Coelho é
indicado para chefiar Petrobras

O Ministério das Minas e Energia apresentou ontem o
nome de José Mauro Ferreira Coelho para comandar a
Perrobras. Ele é presidente do conselho de adminiscra-
gao da estatal PPSA (Pré-Sal Petrdleo S.A.). Mercado Al4

Em Santos, mulher
fica em situacao de
escravidiao 50 anos
Idosa de 89 anos fol resga-
tada pela policia em bair
ro nobre de Santos (SP),
apos demincia de situa-
cao de escravidio. Ela te-
ria trabalhado por gquase
50 anos como doméstica
semn registro, sem salirio e
sem podersair. Mercado a19

Macron cai, Le Pen
sobe, e cendario na
Franga é incerto

A Franga vai 4s urnas do-
mingo, ¢ Emmanuel Ma-
cron viu cair de 16 para 5
pOIl[OS. Em1més, avanta-
gem sobre aultradireitista
Marine Le Pen, Para analis-
tas, ganho politico de Ma-
cron com guerrana Ucrd-
nia se desfez. mundo an

EDITORIAIS A2

Centrao fortalecido
Sobre expansao de parti-
dos governistas na janela,

Furtos de comida e
de itens de higiene
ocupam Supremo
Casos de pessoas que fur
ram comida ou itens de hi-
giene sao maioria nos 3.100
processos sobre princi-
pio de insignificincia que
passaram pelo STF desde
2010. Crise e forme agravam
situacio, dizem defenso-
res publicos. cotdiano B1

Fldvia Mantovani
Brasil pode ir além

com refugiados
Com o niimero de refugia-
doscrescendo, oBrasilpode
e deve continuar a recebé-
los. Faltam, porém, mais
politicas pds-chegada. Imi-
grantes integrados pagam
tributose geramempregos
e rigueza cultural ao pais
que os acolhe. opiniso az

Manhd e tarde na escola

Acerca de ensino em tem-
po integral em Sio Paulo.
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La legislacion debe ser aprobada aun en Diputados, donde plantearan cambios

Hacienda quiere tope para la
ley que subsidia combustibles

El objetivo de la cartera es evitar que el Fondo para la Estabilizacion de precios se agote
rapidamente. Los USD 100 millones iniciales pueden terminar entre 30 y 45 dias.

Corte rechazé chicana del procesado | m
Fiscalia tiene solo 10 1\ABUMATE
dias para presentar <

acusacion contra Cucho
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crecieron un 30% en
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Los reclamos se dirigiran hacia deudores del sector privado Seria el 17 de diciembre, dia que se declarara feriado nacional

Comuna no menciona si exigira el Cambiarian fecha de internas para que
pago de deudas a las seccionales no coincida con la final del Mundial
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LOUISE DE VILMORIN, EDMONDE
CHARLES-ROUX.. ELLES ONT SURVOLE
LEUR EPOQUE nNoTRE SUPPLEMENT

IGARO

wst point d'éloge Matteur » Beaumarchais

BD

LE RETOUR MOUVEMENT
DE GASTON LAGAFFE

PAGES 34 ET 35

PRESIDENTIELLE
Pour Mélenchon,
la place au second
tour «peut

se jouer a peu

de chose =

ISRAEL
Bennett n'a plus
de majorité

au Parlement

JUSTICE

» Les parents
de Samuel Paty
attaquent I'Etat

s Le parquet
financier ouvre
une enquete sur
McKinsey race 14

REPORTAGE
Flongee au coeur
de la «police
fiscale », qui traque
la fraude dans
l'ombre eace

) » La question
trans, nouvelle
fracture des
associations
feministes
«Les
chroniques
dEugénie
Bastié, de
Charles Jaigu
et deLuc Ferry
« Des
entretiens
avec Georges
Bensoussan et
Samuel Pruvot

CHAMPS |

- L'analyse
d'Enguérand
Renault

Réponses a la question
de mercredi:
Précidentielle :
approuvez-vous les regles
d'égalité du temps de
parcle dans l'andicwisuel 7

oul NON
T1% 29%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 126182

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigarofr

La France doit-elle livrer
des chars a I'Ukraine,
comme le demande
Zelensky?

DELAF D'SPRES FRANGUM
BARD, 2022, -

DUPLIS,
GENYS

LE FIGARD

SEBASTIEN SORIAND.

mjon éhergie

Dans

un entretien

estintacte »
: Lnta |
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pré
analy

sident-candidat

e la situation

politique et pré
son projet.
PAGES 2ET3

Ultraviolence :
des délinquants de plus
en plus jeunes

Agressions, atteintes sexuelles,
meurtres... Selon une étode de
2021, 66140 delinguants  de
moins de 15 ans ont &té impli
qués dans des affaires traitées
par les parquets, Des mineurs

qui, parfois, sont dgés de 8 a
12 ans. Un fléau que connaissent
I'ltalie, avec les « baby gangs s,
et le Danemark, qui a mis en
place des mesures ciblées.

PAGES 12, 13 ETLEDITORIAL

La vie reprend ses droits dans
la capitale ukrainienne, tandis
que les forces russes ont été
repoussées de ses faubourgs,
laissant derriére elles un sinis

tre cortége de victimes civiles,

E E]:)ITORIAL par Laurence de Charette ldecharette@lefigarofr
Les nouvelles barbaries

u'il est loin, le temps ol les candi
dats & la présidentielle s"affron
taient sur les chiffres de la délin
quance des mineurs! Lexplosion
des viclences et le rajeunisse
ment de leurs auteurs - deux
mouvements intimement 1i ne sont plus
Bucre sérieusernent conteste I pouir Canses
jour aprés jour, la chronique des faits divers
réveéle l'inimaginable : collégiennes massa
crant une famille aux ciseaux, meurtres entre
jeunes adolescents, viols perpétrés au sortir de
I'enfance, batailles de bandes 3 coups de barres
de fer... des drames d’une sauvagerie telle
qu'elle reste inconcevable a la conscience du
cormmiin des mortels.
Sortie du débat, la barbarie est désormais en
trée dans la culture : la violence des jeunes
adolescents, ce ne sont pas kes politiques, ni les
magistrats, mais le cinéma qui en parle le
muibewx aujourd bl : coup sur coup Les Miséra
bles, puis Bac nord, dewx films au suc etern -
tissant, se sont attachés a décrire I"affronte
ment entre les adolescents et les forces de
l'ordre dans les quartiers gangrenés par les
trafics, Epousant des partis pris opposés (dé
fense des trafiquants pour le premier, des poli
clers pour ke second...), les deux ceuvres disent

beaucoup du méme phénoméne de sociéné,
qui dépasse les banlienes : cmmniprésence d'une
vicdence sans limite qui ruisselle des grands
Jusquaux plus petits, dont elle dévore les res

tes d'enfance, abdication des familles et capi

tulation de I'école. Comment en est-on arrive
147 Plusieurs décennies durant, la réforme de
la justice des mineurs s'est embourbeée dans de
stériles vitupérations idéclogiques contre les
soi-disant idées « séouritaires «, si bien que bkes
texbes de 3022 restent largement inspirdés par la

. situation de... 1945 - et se
Laxisme montrent inopérants
]udi daire face aux enjeux du mon-

de contemporalin. Laxis
me judiciaire, mais aussi affaiblissement de
toute autorité, explosion des structures fami
liales, multiculturalisme victimaire, emprise
des réseaux sociaux, pleins de mondes irréels
el de flots pornographiques, sur les conscien
ces abandonnées par I"école : dans chacune de
ces fractures germe une graine de cette violen -
ce mortifére dont rien ensuite ne semble en
traver la croissance, Cest pourguoi on ne peut
que regretter améerement I'occasion mangqueée
u'aéle la campagne, et La faiblesse des projets
des candidats sur la gquestion, centrale, impé
rieuse, de I"éducation. m
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Kiev panse ses plaies
et revient lentement
a une vie normale

comme a Boutcha ou Irpin.
Commerces, cafés, bars et res-
taurants rouvrent leurs '|'I(1I'|I.!!i
alors que la population com
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PM's push for nuclear power splits
Tories and angers green groups

Rob Davies
Rowena Mason

Boris Johnson will today put nuclear
energy at the heart of the UK’s new
energy strategy - but ministers have
refused to set targets for onshore
wind and vowed to continue the
exploitation of North Sea oil and gas.

Amid deep divisions among sen-
ior Conservatives, the strategy will
enrage environmentalists who

S targets
daughters
of Putin
with fresh

sanctions

$610_u4882

say the government’s plans are in
defance of its own net zero targets
and neglect alternative measures
experts say would provide much
quicker relief from high energy bills,
Johnsonwill launch the plan today
after a period of intense political
wrangling set against the backdrop
of Russia‘s invasion of Ukraine, which
has convulsed energy markets and
sent home energy bills rocketing.
Whitehall sources said rows over
the strategy between No 10, the

Jennifer Rankin Brussels
David Smith Washington

The US has announced fresh sanc-
tions targeting two daughters of
Vladimir Putin, as well as Russia's
biggest public and private banks,
as part of a common western effort to
starve Putin's war machine of funds.

The sanctions targeting Maria
Vorontsovaand Katerina Tikhonova,
twio adult daughters of Putin’s with
his former wife Lyudmila Shkreb-
neva, were announced by the White

Treasury and the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strat-
egy continued right up until the eve of
publication, with aninsider describ-
ing the process as chaos,

The cabinet eventually agreed
atomic energy would form the
backbone of the strategy, withupto
eight new reactors planned.

Targets for onshore wind and solar
power generation will alsobe raised,
in a push for 95% of Great Britain's
electricity to come from domestic

A Putinin the 005 with his daughters
and his former wife, Lyudmila
PHOTOGKAFH: KUSSIAN ARCHIVES/ZUMA

House, asthe UK announced further
economicsanctionsand restrictions
on eight oligarchs, whilethe EUwran-
gled over banning Russian coal.

The US said “full blocking” sanc-
tions would also be imposed on
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov's
wife and daughter and members of
Russia’s security council including
former president and prime minis-
ter Dmitry Medvedev,

‘Thisis central to
weaning Britain off
expensive fossil fuels,
which are subject to

volatile gas prices’

Boris Johnson
Prime minister

“These individuals have enriched
themselves at the expense of the
Russian people,” theadministration
said. “Some of them are responsible
for providing the support necessary
tounderpin Putin’s war on Ukraine.
This action cuts them off from the
US financial system and freezes any
assets they hold in the United States.”

“We believe that many of Putin’s
assets are hidden with family mem-
bers, and that's why we're targeting
them,” a senior US official told
reporters, referring to the

two daughters, The US

renewable energy sources by 2030,
But the plans risk infuriating envi-
ronmental campaigners, after the
opportunity to remove barriers to
more onshore wind farms appeared
to fall victim to Tory in-fighting,
new North Sea drilling won the gov-
ernment’s blessing and ministers
appeared open to fracking.
Oppoesition parties were scathing
about the strategy, with two former
energy secretaries from
Labour and the Liberal

‘Sunak’s wife

is registered
as non-dom
for UK tax

Rupert Neate

Rishi Sunak’s multi-millionaire wife
claims non-domicile status, it has
emerged, which would allow her
to save millions of pounds in tax on
dividends collected from herfamily’s
IT business empire.

Akshata Murthy, who receives
about £11.5m in annual dividends
from her stake in the Indian IT ser-
vices company Infosys, declares
non-dom status, a scheme that
allows people to avoid tax on for-
eign earnings.

Murthy, the daughter of Infosys’s
billionaire founder, owns a 0.93%
stakein the tech firm, worthapprox-
imately £690m. The company’s most
recent accounts suggest that Mur-
thy’s stake would have yielded her
£11.6m in dividend payments in the
last tax year.

Under UK tax laws, Murthy's sta-
tus as a non-dom would mean she
would not have had to pay tax on
the dividend payment from overseas
companies. Infosys is headguar-
tered in Bengaluru, India, and listed
on the Indian and New York stock
exchanges. By contrast, UK resident
laxpayers paya 38.1% tax on dividend
payouts,

A spokeswoman For Murthy said:
“Akshata Murthyis a citizen of India,
the country of her birth
and parent’s home, India



