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time, a potentially illegal
practice that costs sellers mil-
lions and benefits banks and
their hedge-fund clients. Al
# The SEC proposed new
requirements for SPACs and
their takeover targets amid
widespread concern that
the wehicles skirt important
investor protections. Al

market value after disclosing
that its auditor needed more
time to certify its results. B1
+ U.5. stocks fell, with the
S&P 500, Nasdag and Dow
industrials losing 0.6%.
1.2% and 0.2%, respectively,
0il prices climbed. B1O

+ Waymo is sending fully
autonomous vehicles onto
San Francisco's streets, its
first attempt to put them into
a major metropolitan area. BL
#+ A second mistrial was
declared in the Justice De-
partment’s effort to prose-
cute alleged price fixing in
the poultry industry. B3

* CVS Health will pay
$484 million to settle opi-
vid-related claims by the
state of Florida. B3

4 The CDC dropped its
Cowid-19 travel health notice
for cruise ships, a move that
leaves passengers to make
their owm risk assessments. B3

Waorld-Wide
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* Moscow dismissed a dip-
lomatic overture by Ukraine
in peace talks, while Rus-

despite saying they would
limit attacks there as they
stepped up ground and air
assaults in eastern por-
llom of the country. Al, AG-9

+ Western officials are

at Ukraine’s proposal

for a NATO-style mutual-de-
fense pledge that could draw
their military forces into a
war with Russia, even as they
expressed some iveness
to the idea of international
security guarantees as part
of a deal to end hostilities. Al

# The Biden administration
plans to end its use of TlLle
pandermic

42, a
that allows officials to imme-

as those who seek asylum
at a border checkpoint. A3

# The trial began of El
Shafee Elsheikh, an Islamic
State member charged in
connection with the cap-
tivity, torture and killing of
UL.5. hostages in Syria. Ad
# Sern. Collins of Maine said
she would vote to confirm
the

Jackson to Supretne Court,
making her the first Republi-
can to back the nomines. A4
# The Justice Department
is investigating a prescrip-
ton drug-1 network
that allegedly sold second-
hand and fake medications,
including HIV treatments. A3
# The organization that
puts on the Oscars said it
initiated disciplinary proceed-
ings against Will Smith. A3
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People sought shelter in a church in Mostyska, Ukraine, on Wednesday after an air raid siren sounded.

U.S. Sanctions Oligarch,

Exempts His Companies

Yellen said penalties would ‘impose massive costs’;, the impact is milder

©On March 3, the day the U.S, Treasury De-
partment sanctioned Russian oligarch Al-
isher Usmanowv, a cargo ship arrived i
bile, Ala., carrying 53,000 tons of pig iron
destined for a Mississippi steel plant. It
came from a subsidiary of the company that
accounts for much of Mr. Usmanowv’s wealth,

By Justin Scheck,
FBetsy MckKay and Rob Barry

shipping records show. Another subsidiary
owns the shipping firm that delivered it

It was all legal.

In imposing economic sanctions after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, U.S. officials
created exceptions. Their worry was that
oligarchs like Mr. Usmanov had interests so

The Ukraine Crisis
Ma- + Refugee count tops 4 million_..

#+ Biden to rele
» Europe woos
# L.S. split on curbing Russian cyber

mecre ol fram
atar for natural g;

curtailing their businesses could trigger
broader economic pain and legal blowback,
said current and former Treasury officials.
Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen, in an-
nouncing penalties against Russian oligarchs

including Mr. Usmanov, said the measures

would

deeply wowven into the global economy that

“impose massive costs on Putin’s
closest confidants and their family members
and freeze their assets ™

At the same

1w, the Treasury’'s excep-
Please furn fo page A&

Moscow dismisses
Tuesday negotiations
with Kyiv as it steps up
assaults in the east

By Avran Currisos
AND MATTHEW LUXMOGRE

Moscow dismissed a diplo-
matic overture by Ukraine in
peace talks, while Russian
forces hit targets around Kyiv
on Wednesday despite saying
they would limit attacks there
as they stepped up ground and
air assaults in eastern por-
tions of the country.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskowv said talks Tuesday in
Turkey between Ukrainian and
Russian delegates didn"t repre-
sent a turning point in the con-
flict. “No one said that the
sides have made headway,” he
said. “We can't point to any-
thing particularly promising.”

Less than 24 hours earlier,
Moscow's chief negotiator,
Viadimir Medinsky, had de-
scribed proposals from Kyiv in
the negotiations as a construc-
tive step and held out the
prospect of a meeting between
President Viadimir Putin of
Russia and his Ukrainian coun-
terpart, Volodymyr Zelensky.

Please furn fopage A9

Western Allies Cool
To Plan for Ukraine

Security Guarantee

Waestern officials are balk-
ing at Ukraine’s proposal for a
MNATO-style mutual-defense
pledge that could draw their
military forces into a war with
Russia, even as they expressed

By Jared Malsin,
Lindsay Wise
and Bofan Pancevski

some receptiveness to the idea
of international security guar-
antees as part of a deal to end
hostilities,

At peace talks in Istanbul
on Tuesday, Ukrainian negoti-
ators handed Russia a de-
tailed proposal of a neutral
status for Ukraine with its se-
curity guaranteed by the T.5.,

UK., France, Turkey, Germany.
Canada., Poland and Israel.
The Ukrainian proposal would
ask countries to respond to a
wviolation of its soversignty
the way members of North At-
lantic Treaty Organization
would act under Article 5. the
alliance™s mutual-defense
promise.

“That's what we call Ukrai-
nian NATO.” said Ukrainian
negotiator David Arakhamia,
the majority leader in the
country's parllament, in an in-
terview in Istanbul. “So we get
neutrality but our idea is to
get fortified neutrality status,™

President Biden has yet to
comment on the proposal, and

Please furn fopage A9

L.eaks Appear to Dent Profits

For VEeAars, something
strange kept happening on
Wall Street.

Before a big shareholder
could carry out plans to sell a

By Liz Hoffman,
Corrie Driebusch
and Tom MoGinty

slug of stock, the price
dropped. Tt was as if other in-
vestors knew what was coming.

It happened when Bain Cap-
ital sold shares of Canada

Goose Holdings Inc., the maker
of trendy parkas; when 3G
Capital sold stock in Kraft
Heinz Co; when Apollo Global
Management Inc. sold shares

of MNorwegian Cruise Line
dings Ltd; and when
Alaska’s state oil fund

rimmed its stake in an artifi-
cial-intelligence software firm.

These transactions, known
as block trades, are supposed
to be a secret between the sell-
ing shareholders and the in-
vestment banks they hire to ex-

ecute the trades. But a Wall
Street Jowrnal analvsis of
nearly 400 such trades over
three years indicates that in-
formation about the sales rou-
tinely leaks out ahead of time—
a potentially illegal practice
that costs those sellers millions
of dollars and benefits banks
and their hedge-fund clients.
The Journal's analysis, cov-
ering 393 block trades be-
tween Z018 and 2021, found
that 58% of the time, the share
price declined in the trading

session immediately before-
hand, controlling for the per-
formance of peer companies.
OFf the 268 trades for which
the Journal was able to deter-
mine how much the banks
paid, the sellers would hawve
received $382 million more if
the stocks had performed in
lime with the benchmark, or
about $1.4 million per trade.
A handful might be ex-
plained by a negative headline
or chalked up to bad luck. But
the persistent pattern of

on Big Stock Sales

stocks falling in the run-up to
big insider sales suggzests a
more widespread problem: In-
formation that should be con-
fidential is getting owt.

That pattern is now at the
heart of a federal investigation
into whether banks tip off fa-
wvored clients to coming block
trades. The Securities and Ex-
change Commission has
sought trading records and
electronic communications
from a number of big banks
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Jai Alai’s

Heyday Is Long Past,

But Miami Casino Aims for Reboot

=
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Baseball and football players recruited
to help breathe new life into betting sport

By Artan Campo-FLORES

MIAMI—Michael Carballo
used to play center field in the
minor leagues for the Chicago
White Sax. Now, three times a
week, he dons a helmet, straps
a basket-like contraption to his
arm and rifles a plastic ball at
a wall at up to 150 miles an
hour as one of 28 play-
ers in the last re-
maining profes-
siomal jai alai
league in the
s,

Mr Carballo,
who is 30 years old, works by
day as a financial adviser. As a
relative newcomer to the
sport, he said, he plays all out.
Veterans “do certain things
fundamentally better....I'm just
some dude off the street who
happens to be athletic.”

Miami's Magic City Casino
hopes Mr. Carballo  and his

Fast ball

fellow players will save jai alai
from extinetion U.S. The
crew includes longtime jai alai
players from the Basgue region
of Spain and France, where the
sport originated, recruits from
Mexico and the Philippines,
and, in a 21st-century twist,
former professional baseball
and football plavers from the
us.
Dubbed the worlds
fastest ball sport, jai alai
involves players hurl-
ing and catching a
pelota with  a
cesta on a three-
walled court. The
idea is throw the ball off the
wiall in such a way that the op-
posing player is unable to re-
trieve it on one bounce or less,
loosely akin to a game of
squash. The game had its
American heyday in the 1970s
and 19805 when it packed
Please turn to page AT
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Martin Sorrell’s 54
Capital loses more

than one-third of its
market value. B1
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U.S. NEWS

LS. to lift border policy
that turned away
migrants because of
Covid-19 fears. A3

SEC Proposes Stricter
Regulations for SPACs

By Pavi KiErmam

WASHINGTON —Federal
regulators proposed new re-
guirements for special-pur-
pose acguisition companies, or
SPACs, and their takeover tar-
egets amid widespread concern
that the vehicles skirt impor-
tant investor protections.

The Securities and Ex-
change Commission advanced
a set of rules Wednesday that.
if implemented, would make it
harder for SPACs to raise
money from investors and exe-
cute mergers. Its goal is to
foree the wehicles to meet sim-
ilar regulatory standards as
initial public offerings, though
critics accused the agency of
aiming to end their use alto-

gether.
Also known as blank-check
companies, SPACS became

wildly popular on Wall Street
in 2020 and 2021, when they
accounted for the majority of
U.S. initial public offerings.
Like cryptocurrencies and

meme stocks, critics saw them
a symbol of the excesses that
bubbled up in financial mar-
kets as governments and cen-
ral banks pumped trillions of
dollars of stimulus money into
the economy to battle the pan-
demic.

SPACs function as pools of
cash listed on a stock exchange
that can be used by a sponsor
to buy a private company. If ac-
quired by a SPAC, the private
company effectively gets access
o everyday investors without
providing the timely disclo-
sures that a traditional TPO
wiould involve. Existing rules
also enable target companies
to make lofty forecasts about
their business prospects, some-
thing they wouldn't be able to
do in an IPO.

Wednesday's proposal is
part of SEC Chairman Gary
Gensler's push to rein in Wall
Street through tougher regula-
tion. He has recently backed
rules that would place more

Please turn fopage A2
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An eerie calm

Risks below the surface of surprisingly
tranquil stock markets —eis rEAD. PAGE 15

Carbon countdown

War can be making of EU's emissions
trading scheme

Women turn left

The economics behind the shift to

HELEN THOMAS, PAGE 17 liberal parties — sTEPHEN BUSH, PAGE 16

Old ground
Retaken land
boosts Kyiv

Ukraintan soldiers and foreign lighters
walt in freshly dug trenches before mov-
img cut om o the streets of a suburb west
of Kyiv this week that has been retaken
from Russtan forces.

Five weeks Into its war, Russla’s
defenoe ministry yesterday said it was
im the “final phase” of its aperations in
eastern Ukraine after "achieving all the
maintasks” inthe north.

The comments come a day after Rus-
sia said it was scaling back military
activities around the capital to “Increase
manurtusl trust

The number of Ukrainlan refugees
surpassed 4mn yesterday, according to
the latest UN data, while the Red Cross
warned that time was “runming out”™ to
evacimte dvilians trapped in Mariupal.

o L e——

Germany and Austria prepare gas
rationing in stand-off with Russia

e Benchmark prices up 9% & Moscow wants rouble payments & Putin hints at compromise

CLAF STORBECK — BERLIN
HARRY DEMPSEY — LONDON
MASTASEIA ASTRASHEUSKAYA — RIGA
SAM JOMES — VIENHA

Germany and Ausiria have taken the
first formal steps bowards gas rathoning
as offickals rushed to avold a potential
halt in dediveries from Russia because.of
adispute over payments.

1f supplies fall short and attempts to
lower consumption do not work, the
German governaent would cut off parts.
of industry from 115 gas network and
give preferential treatment to house-
holds. Russia has insisted that all
“unfriendly™ buyers of its natural gas
pay in roubles rather than in currendies
suchas the eurcor dollar.

Baut kn a call with Glaf Schelz, Ger-
many'’s chancellor, yesterday evening,

Criminal investigation inta
Trump runs out of steam

The criminal probe into the Trump
Organization Is starting 1o unravel
after a change at the fop of The:
Manhatian prosector's office. DistTict
aftorney Cyrus Vance was on the point
of presenting evidence to a grand jury
before his term ended, but successar
Alvin Bragg s less anthusiastic Vancs
wiad showed by fough opoositon,
lewyaly within the Trume Crganization
ard Covid-19. The farmer president
still faces jecpardy from 2 civil case
Cage sTarts o unravel = PAGE &

Viadimir Putin hinted at a potential
compromise, saying that payments by
European g3 customers oould continme
o be made in euros — as long as they
were made to Gazprombank, which has
not been placed under sanctions by the
EL, according toa read out of the call.

Germany and the G7 nations that
e i wed sanctions on Russia since
it invaded Ukraine have refused to use
roublbes to buy gas, saying they will con-
tnue to pay in currenches specified in
supply contracs.

As talks to resolve the stand-off con-
tinued between Russia and EU officials,
future contracts tied to TTF, the Euro-
pean gas price benchmark, rose # per
cent to-£118 per megavwatt hour on fears
of supply disruption.

Even though the UK obtains only 4

Biden to use Korean war-era powers to
boost supply of EV battery minerals

AIME WILLIAMS — WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden will invoke Korean
War-eTa powers to boost the domestic
supply of minerals crucial for electric
wehicles and large-capacity batterbes,
as his administration tries to cut US
dependence om overscas cnergy.

Biden will use a presidential determina-
than as soan as this week to invoke the
Defense Production Act to help increase
the availability in the US of lithium,
nickel, cobak, graphite and manganese.

Under the terms of the DPA, an
administration can compel companies
to give government contracts priority
over private ones, for instance, oF to
provide loans and granis to boost
manufacturing.

A person familiar with the White
House's plans sakd the administration
was not contemplating making direct

per cent of its gas from Russia, supply
shocks in Europe would have global
ramifications. Prices in the UK gained
& per cent to trade at 280 pence a therm,

B afficials and their Russian coun-
terparts have discussed using a euro-
rouble swap mechanism, which would
be likely to avold forcing corporate cus-
tomers to buy roubles from the central
bank. Instead, payments would be
mouted through Gazprombank, which is
notunder EU sanctions.

“Helther shdeis ready to pall the plug.
sotheresgoing to be a framework that’s
acceptable to both sides,” sabd one per-
san briefed on the matter.

Berlin sald scholz had not agreed to
any proposals in the call with Putin but
had requested more information on
how it woukd work. German inflation

purchases of minerals but would aim ta
muake government fanding avallable for
mining feasibility stodies and safoty
upgrades, as well as producing minerals
from existing mini ng waste.

The person sabd triggering the DPA
would not allow mining companies o
bypass or expedite any permitting or
environsmental review prodcesses.

The US currently imports the vast
majority of minerals that the White
House intends to add to the Hst of items
covered by the DPA.

Biden ordered a review of aritical sup-
ply chains last year as he sought to
reduce US dependence on China for
imports desmed important to national
security, including minerals, pharma-
ceuticalsand computer chips.

The Department of Energy kst year
released a blueprint almed at reviving
the US domestic battery supply chain

rose toits highest rate for 40 years yes-
terday, as Christine Lagarde, European
Central Bank president, warned that
Russla’kwar In Ukraine had delivered a
“supply shock” to the eurceone.

Earlier Robert Habeck, Germany's
economy minister, had activated the
“early warning phase” of a gas emer-
gency law o deal with acute shortages.
Austria said it would implement the
first stage of its three-stage emergency
mational contingency plan, ctinga “oon-
crete and reliable” expectation that gas
supplies will drop dramatically.

News & analysls pages 26 3

Germany and
the 67 nations
that have placed
sanctions on
Russia refuse to
pay i roubles,
saying they will
e currencies
apecified in
supply contracts

Lex page 19

and forecast that a boon in electric
wvehicles would lead to a surge in
demumd for batteries in the next decade.,

It proposed securing US access to the
raw minerals needed 1o make batteries
by Incentivising “safe, equitable and
sustainable”™ domestic mining, and
devoting money b reserc hing ways to
capture minerals through recycling
waste or expired batteries.

In its paper, the energy department
mnoted that China dominated the supphy
<hain for the manufacturing of Ithism
batteries, inclhsding the processing of
mimerals. Last maonth, the department
said it woukd make nearhy $3bn availa
Iblle b cempanies in the US battery man-
ufacturing supply chain

Biden's Infrastrocture bill also made
$7bn avallable over five years for the
processing of minerals and for recyding
end-of-hfe batterbes.
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= Banks’ fossil fuel linance defies pledges
Activists have caloulated that big lenders provided
§742bm to coal, oil and gas compandes last year,
despite signing pledsges to join a climate alliance led
by ex-Bank of Englamd chief Mark Camey.— Pase s

» Arm share transfer 1 to help listing
The krll.i:hchhﬂlﬁ.lsnrrh'zﬂlad.mwn |.|P||:Jan5lu
tramsfer shares In Its unwieldy China joint veniare
ton & special ScftBank vehicle in a bid to speed up its
peaith to & Mew York flotathon.— paoE & LExX, PAGE 16

= MAN lays off 11,000 as war blocks parts
The German truckmaker has furloughed workers
after the Ukraine war bad to o “massive” shortage of
wiring harnesses sourced from the country. Plants
in Munich and Krakow shut on March 14.— pacs &

» Berkshire awarded lowest climate mark
Warren Buffett’s company has

received the lowest possible

climate acthon score for a
seoomd year from Climate

Action 100+, which has $681n

under management. — pact o

= More Israelis die in “wave of terror’
Police have been pat on the highest alert for the first
tmse in pearly a year after five Israelis were killed
by a Palestinian gunman on Tuesday night in the
third sach attack cner the past week.— PAGE «

» Kishida aide underlines demand push
Chief cabinet secretary Seiji Kihara, one of premier
Pumio Kishida's top aides, has told the T

Japan must kit lts inflatbon target through higher
demand rather than commadity prices. — pace &

 Tops aircralt lease group in $3.5bo claim
Dublin-based AerCap has filed an insurance claim
tocover the potential loss of planes and engines:
stuck in Russia, setting the stage for a protracted
battle between the industry and insurers.— Facs &
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U.S. TO WITHDRAW
A PANDEMIC RULE
FROM THE BORDER

MIGRANT SURGE IS LIKELY

Officials Already Facing
Record Mumbers of
Asylum Seekers

By EILEEN SULLIVAN

WASHINMNGTOMN — The Biden
administration is expected to lift a
pandemic-related public health
order this week that has restricted
immigration for the past two
years, a change that could more
than double what is already a his-
toric number of migrants surging
into the United States from Mex-
ico.

The change is to take effect in
late May, according to people fa-
miliar with & planning, and
should restore the right of mi-
Egrants to request asylum once
they are in the United States, just
as they did before the pandemic.

Even with the rule in place, the
administration has struggled to
manage a record spike in illegal
migration along the border with
Mexicn, which Republicans hawve
cast as out of control since Presi-
dent Biden took office.

In recent days, border officials
have encountered about 7,000 mi-
grants daily. An ewven bij SUrge
Homeland Security officials
said on Tuesday they were pre-
paring for as many as 1&,000 mi
grants a day — could pose a seri-
ous political problem for Demo-
crats ahead of the midterm elec-
tions this fall.

The public health order has giv-
en border officials the authority to
quickly expel undocumentad mi-
grants, even those seeking asy-
lum, to help prevent the spread of
the coronavirus at border facili-
ties and in border communities.

In all, there have been L7 o
lion expulsions under the order,
which was issued by the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and is known as Title 42,

It was not clear whether the
CaxC. would Jift the order in
phases or all at once. The move
will likely draw court challenges
from Republican-led states, as
have most of the Biden adminis-
tration’s actions on immigration.

Continued o Page AIT

Caution Urged | RUSSIA STEFS UP ATTACKS DESPITE TALK;
U.S. SUGGESTS TENSIONS INSIDE KREMILIN

As States Slow
The Virus Fight

Experts Voice Concern
as Variant Spreads

By JULIE BOSMAN
and SOPHIE KASAKOVE

CHICAGO A5 Aamericans
shed masks and return to offices
and restaurants, local and state of-
ficials are scaling back the most
wisible public health efforts 1o ad-
dress the coronavirus pandemic.

States like Illinois are shutter-
ing free Covid-19 testing sites af-
ter nearly two years of operation.
Arizona, MNevada, Hawaii and
Ohio have stopped releasing daily
data on virus hospitalizations, in-
fections and deaths. And, perhaps
most notably, some places are di-
minishing their campaigns to vac-
cinate residents even as federal
authorities announced on Tues-
day that people 50 and older could
et a second booster shot.

The slowing of state and local
efforts comes as the virus in the
United States appears, at least for
now, to be in retreat, with cases
falling swiftly in recent weeks.

Butthecutbacks also arrive ata
moment when a more transmissi-
ble version of the Omicron variant
of the coronavirus, known as
BAZ, is spreading through Eu
rope, Asia and is now the domi-
nant version of new virus cases in
the United States. MNew coronavi-
rus infections are edging upwanrd
once again in several states, in-
cluding MNew York.

And Americans are still lagging
behind many other countries in
vaccination. Only about 65 per-
cent of Americans have received
initial shots, and less than one-
third of Americans have had a first
booster shot.

1f another surge in the pan-
demic is ahead, public health offi-
cials said, it could be a challenge to
quickly ramp up the vaccination
and testing sites and other meas-
ures that are now being shut
chown.

“We have to be cautious in how
we move forward” said Dr. Ben
Weston, chief health policy advis-
er for Milwaukee County, Wi
where he has kept vaccine
apen. “Imagine that we're a boal
at sea and we just got off the larg-
est tidal wave we've ever been on.
It would be a strange time to
throw out the life jackers.”

Comtirtued on Page AIT

Justice Dept. Broadens Inquiry
To Array of'Pro Ti'ump Figures

This article is by Alan Fener, Katie
Benner and Maggie Hobermern.

Federal prosecutors have sub-
stantially widened their Jan, 6 in-
westigation Lo examine the possi-
Ble eulpability of a broad range of
figures involved in former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump's efforts to
overturn the results of the 2020
election, pesple familiar with the
inguiry said on Wednesday.

The investigation now encom-
passes the possible involvement
of other government officials in
Mr. Trump's attempts to obstrusct
the certification of President Bi-
den's Electoral College wvictory
and the push by some Trump al-
lies to promote slates of fake elec-
rors, they said.

Prosecutors are also asking
ahout planning for the rallies that
preceded the assault on the Capi-
tol, including the rally on the El-
lipse on Jan, & of last year, just be-
fore a pro-Trump mob stormed the
Capitol.

The federal investigation ini-
tially focused largely on the riot-
ers who had entered the Capitol,
an effort that has led to more than
Tl arrests. But the Justice De-
partment appears to have moved
into a new phase, seeking infor-
mation abour people more closely
tied e Mr Trump. This develop-

The rally on Jan. 6, 2021, that
preceded the Capitol riot.

rent cormes amid growing politi-
eal pressure on Attormey General
Merrick B. Garland to mowve more
aggressively on the case.

Agrand jury sitting in Washing-
ton is investigating the rallies that
preceded the storming of the Capi-
tol, & person familiar with the mat-
ter said.

One of the subpoenas, which
was reviewed by The New York
Times, sought information about
people “classified as VIF attend-
ees" at M Trump's Jan. 6 rally.
It also sought information

Cortinuwed on Page AZ3
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Amn Everyday World Turned to Rubble

In the early weeks of Russias invasion, over L3500 civilian buildings, structures and vehicles in

Ukraine were damaged or destroyed, including homes, hos|

als and schools. Pages A11-14.

Waiting in the Dark for the Next Shell to Drop

By THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF

and NATALIA YERMAK

HULIAIPOLE, Ukraine — The
shelling begins in earnest a little
before midnight, well after the sky
has turned olly black, the cell tow-
ers have powe down and the
stray dogs have begun barking
into the night.

There is ne electricity or run-
ning water in Huliaipole. There is
Just darkness and long minutes of
silence when the ticking of bat-
tery-powered wall clocks or the
grating of open gates in the
wind are anxiously scrutini
until the next explosion thuds
somewhere nearby, ratling win-
dows. And bones.

And then it happens again And
again. A high-pitched screech and
then a boom. Sometimes the
shells get closer. Or farther away.
Maybe, for a few hours, they stop
altogether. But it's been the same
routine for almost a month in this
town along the front lines in east-
ern Ukraine, with each ght
bringing the =same question:
Where will the next one land?

“It's like living in a borror mov-
e said Ludmila Ivehenko, 64, be-
tween tears, bundled in her winter
parka on Monday., She rocked
back and forth, sitting beside the
flame of an oil candle deep in the
basement of the town's hospital,
where she and her neighbors now
live.

Russian Barrage Brings
Slow Death to Town
in Ukraine’s East

As Ukrainian cities such as
Kharkiv and Mariupol are being
torn apart by intense bombard-
ment, cruise missile strikes and
infantry advances, Huliaipole, a
town once bome to about 13,000
people, is dying a much slower
death.

The town, about 90 miles norch-
west of Mariupol and on the edge
of the Donbas region, would likely

r
Warming food outside an apartment building in Huliaipel

Ukraine. The town's population

be in the path of any future Rus-
sian offensives in the east, where
the Russian defense ministry said
Wednesday it would focus its op-
erations.

Srrategically situated at the in-
tersection of Important roads bi-
secting the eastern part of the
country, Huliaipole is surrounded
by a half-moon of Russian and
separatist forces that are per-
fectly content with shelling the
town instead of taki it likely b=
cause they dom't have the re-
Sources yet to do so, military ana-
lysis say.

The residents of the shrinking
enclave now down to about

Continued on Page A8

le,
of 13,000 has dwindled to 2,000,

Conflicting Messages
in Moscow as War

Enters 6th Week

This article is by Anton Trolanovski,
Megan Specin and Julion E. Barmes

Belying its claims of de-escala-
tion, Russia increased bomb and
artillery attacks in Ukraine on
Wednesday and sent conflicting
signals about the prospects for
peace, SUggesting new tensions in
the Kremlin hierarchy about the
course of the war.

The contradictory messaglng
came as a newly declassified
intelligence  assessment
gested that President Wiladinir V
Putin of Russia had been misin-
formed about the war's trajectory
by subordinates, who were fearful
of his reaction to the Russian mili-
tary's struggles and sethacks.

The intelligence, according to
multiple  American
showed Mr. Purin's isolati
what appeared to be

is ncluding with
his defense minister, Sergei K.
Shoigu, who was once among the
most  trusted members of the
Kremlin inner circle and had been
rumored to be a possible succes-
sor one day to Mr. Putin.

It was not clear whether the re-
lease of the declassified intelli-
gence was intended to sow anxi-
ety within Mr. Putin’s circle as
part of a broader informarion hat-
tle between the United States and
Russia over Ukraine, the source of
the worst tensions between the
two nuckear powers since the Cold
War. Mor was it clear if the intelli-
gence was accurate.

But American intelligence offi-
cials have proved right so far in
their assessments of Mr. Putin’s
intentions toward Ukraine, begin-
ning with the Russian troop build-
up along its borders last year that
culminated in the Febo 24 inva-
sion.

White House officials said that
they had released the intelligence
to share what they said was a “full
understanding” of how M. Putin
had miscalculated.

“We believe he's being misin-
formexd by his advisers about how
badly the Russian military is per-
forming and how the Russian
economy is being crippled by
sanctions,” Kate Bedingfield, the
White House communications di-
rector, told reporters.

Asked about the declassified as-
sessment during a trip to Algiers,
Secretary of State Antony 1
Elinken said it was not surprising
that Mr. Putin was ill informed,

*Ome of the Achilles’ heels of au-
tocracies,” he said, that you
don't have people in those sys-
rems who speak truth to power or
who hawve the al ¢ to speak truth
o power, And | think that is some-
thing that we're seeing in Russia”

The latest assessment also ap-
peared to track with the mixed
messages from the Kremlin on
Wednesday about peace talks
with Ukraine this week in Istan-
bul. The chief Russian negotiator
described them as promising, but
was basically contradicred by the
Kremlin's top spokesman.

Mew  Russian  attacks  in
Ukraine, on the northern city of
Chernihiv and the suburbs of Kyiv,
also appeared to reflect disarray

Continued on Page A10

In Serbia, Putin Is a ‘Brother’ and Russia the West’s Fellow Victim

By ANDREW HIGGINS

BELGRADE, Serbia — Mindful
of the angry and still-unhealed
wounds left by MATOS hombing
of Serbia more than 20 years ago,
Ukraine's am dor appeared
on Serbian television after Russia
invaded and bombed his country
in the hope of rowsing sympathy.

Instead of getting time Lo ex-
plain Ukraine's misery, however,

the ambassador, leksandr Alek-
sandrovych, had o sit through
rants by pro-Russian  Serbian
commentators, and long videos of
Russia’s president, Vladimir W
Putin, denouncing Ukraine as a
nest of Nazis. The show, broadcast
by the pro-government Happy TV,
lasted three hours, more than half
of which featured Mr. Putin,

Angry at the on-air ambush, the
ambassador complained to the

producer about the pro-Kremlin
propaganda exercise, but was told
not to take it personally and that
M. Putin “is good for our ratings."
That Russia's leader, viewed by
miamy in the West, including Presi-
dent Biden, as a war criminal,
serves in Serbia as a lure for view-
ers is a reminder that the Kremlin
still has admirers in Europe.
While Germany, Poland and
sewveral other E.U. countries dis-

play solidarity with Ukraine hy
Mying its flag outside their Bel-
grade embassies, a nearby street
pays tribute to Mr. Putin. A mural
painted on the wall features an im-
age of the Russian leader along-

side the Serbian word for
“brother”
Part of Mr. Putin's allure lies in

his image as a strongman, an ap-
pealing model for President Alek-
Cortinued on Page A9
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$610_u4882

INTERNATIONAL A4-15
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Still on the Same Team in Space

A MNASA astronaut and two cosmonauts
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The victims of Tuesday's attack in Israel
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Tiny Writing, High Price
A little book, presumed lost, created by
the 13-year-old Charlowe Bronté will go
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Brain Disorder Sidelines Actor
Bruce Willis was diagnosed with apha-
ill step away from acting, said
his ex-wife, [emi Moore.
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multimillion-dollar gifts of meney and
art to the museum. He was 84, PAGE B

FAGE CI

OPINION AZ24.25
Gail Collins

PAGE C5 PAGE AZ24

Lizzos New Line of Fashion
The Grammy-winning singer says she
isn't trying to change other people’s
bodies, She's trying o change the
essence of shapewear itsalf, PAGE D7

|| ° I |||| |||I|I

E546732




$610_u4882

$Tos Anaceles

$8.668 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER @ &

THURSDAY, MARCH 31, 2022

g

CEHRIS Mo ORATH

NEAR A destroyed Russian tank, a man takes in the damage to the train station in Trostyanets, Ukraine
Ukrainian forees announced this week that they had retaken the northeastern town from Russian control.

As Russian strikes continue,
U.S. says Putin being misled

Attacks contradict
pullback pledge. Aides
in Kremlin appear ‘too
afraid’ to tell truth.

By PaTriCcK J.
MeDONNELL,
JAWEERD KALEEM
AND Laura KNG

LVIV, Ukraine — A degy af-
ter Russia said it would
“drastically™ reduce attacks
on strategic northern cities
in its war against Ukraine,
those regions came under
fresh bombardment Wed-
nesday, deepening Ukrain-
lan and Western officials’
skepticism over any easing
of the offensive.

As Moscow offered mixed
signals about its war aims
and negotiating prospects,
the White House said
Wednesday that T.S. intelli-
gence  indicates Russian
President Viadimir Putin's
senior aides have been “too
afraid to tell him the truth™
about an invasion seemingly
EONE BWry.

“IL is increasingly clear
that Putin’s war has been a
strategic blunder that has
left Russia weaker over the
long term, and increasingly
isolated on the world stage,”
=aid White House communi-
cations director Hate Bed-
inglfield.

She polnted to U.S. Intel-
ligence indicating that the
Russian leader had been
misled by Lop aides’ Loo-rosy
estimates about the situa-
tion on the ground in

[ See Ularadne, Ad]

WALLY SKALIZ Los Angeles Time

A VOLUNTEER British fighter prepares to cross the Polish border into Ukraine

this month., “The general attitude among legionnaires was low morale,™

SAVE 0T,

Volunteers eager to fight

Foreigners find enlisting in Ukraine far from easy

By PATRICK J.
MeDONNELL

LVIV, Ukraine — First he
missed his flight. ‘Then his
gear got lost somewhere be-
tween Little Rock and War-
saw. Finally, after traveling
thousands of miles to help
Ukraine fight the Russian
military, the country's for-
eign legion rejected him.

Cody Heard, a 29-year-

old LS, Army veteran from
Arkansas, was undeterred.
He and three other young
volunteers — a Brit and two
Dutchmen — were headed
to the Ukrainian capital the
next day to try to hook up
with a military reserve unit.
“They will take us — 1
hope,” said Heard, hanging
outside a hostel in Lviv with
his three comrades, all
bedraggled after days on the
move, their packs lving on

the ground. “I mean, T mes-
saged them. But. I haven't
heard back yet."

Heard is among hun-
dreds or possibly thousands
of foreign nationals who
have swooped Into Ukraine
in recent weeks to join the
battle against the Russians.
Some are ex-soldiers. Many
are not.

They come from the
United States, Burope, Asia
[ Ses Fighters, AS]

latimes.com

Biden takes
steps to revoke
border policy
blocking asylum

Title 42, which Trump
used to expel migrants
due to COVID, could
end within weeks.

BY ANDREA CASTILLO

WASHINGTON — The
Biden asdministration has
reportedly drafted a plan to
end a controversial border
policy by late May that has
prevented most migrants
from seeking humanitarian
protections at the U.S. bor-

cision by the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention is not yet final,
according to people familiar
with the matter, but would
give officials time to prepare
at the border before a
change takes effect, several
news organizations, includ-
ing the Associated Press,
reported.

Department of Home-
land Security officials had
bBeen in talks for weeks over

how to respond tothe poten-
tial influx of asylum seekers
if the policy known as Title
42 were ended. The Trump
administration invoked a
1944 public health statute to
quickly expel migrants ei-
ther to Mexico or to their
home countries, citing th
need to curt the spread of
COVID-19.

The CDC reassesses the
need for the policy every twao
months and is expected to
issue its latest decision this
week

Title 42 applies to adults
traveling alone and to par-
ents traveling with their chil-
dren. Last year, the Biden
administration exempted
children traveling without a
parent from being expelled
under the policy.

Over the last two years,
border authorities hawve
used Title 42 to expel mi-
grants in about 80% of en-
counters -— more than
1.7 milllon expulsions —
while allowing others in with
humanitarian exemptions.

[See Border, AT]

Filmmmakers were
concerned about
Willis for years

By Mec JaMmES
AND AMY KAUFMAN

Just days before Bruce
Willis was scheduled to turn
up on the set of one of his lat-
est action films, the director
of the project. sent out an ur-
gent request: Make the mow-
ie star's part smaller.

“It looks like we need to
knock down Bruce's page
count by about 5 pages.”
Mike Burns, director of " Out
of Death,” wrote in a June
2020 email to the film's
screenwriter, “We also need
Lo abbreviate his dialogue a
bit so that there are no
monologues, ete.”™

Burns did not outline ome
of the reasons why Willis®
lines needed to be kept
“short and sweet.” Bul on
Wednesday, the public
learned what he and many
other filmmakers have pri-
vately been concerned about
for years: The 67-year-old’s

[ Sec Willis, A9]

Crances Srxes In
BRUCE WILLIS has
endead his acting career
after being diagnosad
with a cognitive disorder,
his family announced.

-

Will Smith faces
Oscars censure
The academy says the
actor was asked to leave
after the slap but re-
fused. cALENDAR. BE1

Giarcetti nomination
faces more obstacles

Mayor's office and
White House dig in
as senators scrutinize
former aide’s conduct.

By DAKOTA SMITH
AND JAMES RAINEY

Mayor Eric Garcetti's
nomination to be U.S. am-
bassador to India has tou-
ched off a pitched battle in
the U.S. Capitol. as more
SENALOrS express concern
about his handling of sexual
harassment allegations and

Garcetti and his aides step
up their defense.

Sen. Charles E. Grass-
ley's widening probe of the
alleged misconduct by Rick
Jacobhs, a former Lop
CGrarcetti adwvisor, and what
the mayor may have known
about it is forcing senators
‘toweigh the claims ahead of
a vote an Garcetti's
nomination.

At the same time,
Garcetti and White House
staffers continue to reach
out to senators to rally sup-
port for the nomination,
which was announced by

[See Garcetti, AlZ]

Spotting the
most distant star
Astronomers say the
supergiant dates to

the dawn of the uni-
verse, NATION, A6

Weather
Afternoon sunshine.
LA Basin: 66/53. B8

U.S. loses but
qualifies for Cup
The soccer team falls
2-0 to Costa Rica but is

bound for Qatar anyway.
RTS, Bi0

[..A.’s homelessness crisis

tells unhoused people how to apply for emergency housing voucher

Luis Si¥co Lo Angeies Times
KRIDIKEL Race Truth Bey, right, founder of the Kingdom Warriors Foundation,

s Tuesday.

‘Excuse me, there’s nobody in Washington who

works for their people any f—

harder than I do.”

— Rer. Maxine WarTERsS, toangry Section 8 voucher seekers

boils over

Bv CONNOR SHEETS

The nonprofit advocacy
group had planned three
events at a South Los Ange-
les office to help unhoused
people obtain  emergency
shelter. Nothing more. Noth-
ing less.

Bul Lhen an unoflicial so-
cial media post erronecusly
promised that those who
showed up would get rare
wouchers for permanent,
subsidized housing. And Fa-
thers and Mothers Who Care
was swamped. Homeless
people lined up on a corner
in West Athens before day-
break Friday and Tuesday
only to have their hopes
dashed,

At the Friday event,
heated arguments broke out
among the hundreds of peo-
ple who turned out for as-
sistance, more evidence of
the brutal Los Angeles hous-
ing market and the despera-
tion felt by the tens of thou-
sands of Angelenos who are
unable to secure permanent
places tolay their heads.

The crowd overwhelmed
Los Angeles Homeless Serv-

[See Homeless, A12]

BUSINESS INSIDE

Biden may use Defense Production Act to boost mineral mining. A8
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Documents
show scope
of Hunter
Biden deal

Washington Post verifies
key details of interactions
with Chinese executives

BY MatT VisER,
Tom HAMBURGER
AND CrAarc TIMBERG

The deal was vears in the mak-
ing, the culmination of forging
ocontacts, hosting dinners, of
flights to and from China. But on
Aug, 2, 2017, signatures were
quickly affived. one from Hunter
Biden, the other from a Chinese
executive named Gongwen Dong.

Within days, a new Cathay
Bank account was created. With-
in @ week, millions of dollars
started to change hands.

Within a year, it would all
begin to collapse.

VWhile many aspects of Hunter
Bidens financial arrangement
with CEFC China Energy have
been  previously reported and
were included in a Republican-
led Senate report from 2020, a
Washington Post review con-
firmed many of the key details
and found additional doecuments
showing Biden family interac-
tions with Chinese executives.

Over the course of 14 months,
the Chinese energy conglomerate

SEE RIDEN 03 A8

A seruting.

The analysis: How securty eaperts
authenticated a batch of emails. AD

Meta hired
Republican
firm to sully
val TikTok
aren e Samwise.

Facebook parent company
Meta is paying one of the biggest
Republican consulting firms in
the country to orchestrate a
mationwide cumpaign secking to

Partly sunny. windy G0/37 BE

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Pulin misled by advisers. U.S. claims

THURSDAY,

HE DM LEVINE PO THE WASHINGTON ROST

Ukrainian soldiers find Russian ammunition near where heavy fighting has taken place in the village of Moshchun on Wednesday.
Ukrainian officials said Russia continued shelling cities near Kyiv and Chernihiv, but they saw a drawdown by Wesdnesday night.

In fronl-line town.
steely Ukrainians
keep enemy al bay

BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN,
Jon GERBERG
AND HEID LEVINE

MOSHCHUN, UKRAINE — Sgt. Anton
Kolumbet, hiz black rifle slung over
his shoulder, walked along a damp
road, past flattened houses and the
burned carcasses of cars, With a
steady beat, artillery shells thundered
in the wonds, & symphony of war the
a5-year-old soldier embraced with a
zeal he couldn™t have imagined five
weeks

He walked past spent ammunition
mounds that glistened in the min and
past other detritus of the wviolent
bartles fought in this once-peaceful
village that is now an important front
line in Ukraine's war with Russia.
Decomposing corpses of Russian sol-
diers and the bodies of at least two
civilian men who appeared to have
been shot lay scattered about.

A half-mile down the road was a
cluster of trees. The Russians were on
the other side, about a mile away.

“Its safe. It is our artillery,” said

SEE MOSHCHUN ON A4

WILCECH GRZEDE NG FOR T

Galyna Morohovska, covered in antiseptic, tells of
dark days in Marinpol. “I don't know when it's ever
Eoing to see the light again,” she said. Story, AL6

AEHIPETION POST

Invasion deepens
riflt between LS.
and gull nations

By Kanen DEYOUNG
AanD Missy Rvamn

Russia’s invasion of Ukrine has
heightened existing strains in the
Biden administration’s relationships
in the Middle East, even as it has
brought new unity to NATO and trans-
atlantic ties.

Nowhere have the bonds been as
frayed as with Persian Gulf partners
Sauwdi

oil putput as gas prices rise, along with
what the Biden administration sees as

a less-than-robust condemmnation of

Moscow, are among t most visible

CUTTENT TEAS0TIS.

But in both cases, the sources of

estrangement go far deeper. Gulf offi-
clals describe a mix of complaints that
havve caused them to doubt T8, secu-
rity guarantees, including what they
consider the administration’s failure
to respond vigorously enough to on-
going missile attacks on their coun-
tries by Iran-backed Houthi rebels in
Temen, and its cagerness W sign a new
SEE GULF ON A13

Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates. Their reluctance to increase

MARCH 31, 2022 - 82

UKRAINIAN EXODUS
REACHES 4 MILLION

Leader shielded from

invasion’s poor progress

By MicHAEL BiRMBawM,
Erveny FrRaxNcis,
ADELA SULIMAN
AND PAavL SoNNE

Russian President Viadimir Pu-
tins advisers are shielding him
from how badly the invasion of
Ukraine is going, top ULS, officials
said Wednesday, as the conflict
raged on despite peare talks and
the number of Ukrainians who
have fled their country topped
4 milkion.

Putin’s advisers may be afraid
to deliver bad news to a leader
who has been willing to take in-
creasingly  extreme  measures
against people who dissent within
the Hussian system, LLS. intelli-
penee officials said. One worri-
some consequence, Pentagon offi-
clals sakd, was that negotiations
underway between Russia and
Ukraine to end the nearly five-
week-old invasion could be under-
mined by misinformed expecta-
tions and directives from the Rus-
sian side.

“We have information that Pu-
tin felt misled by the Russian mili-
tary, which has resulted in persis-
tent tension between Putin and
his military leadership” White
House spokeswoman Kate Bed-
ingfield told reporters. "We e
lieve that Putin is being misin-
formed by his advisers about how
biwdly the Russion military is per-
forming and how the Russian
eoonomy 18 being crippled by
sanctions becawse his senior ad-
wvisers are too afraid to tell him the
truth™

Both the Ukrainian and Bus-
sian negotiators had generally
positive things to say Wednesday
about the most recent round of
talks, which concluded aday earli-
er in Istanbul. But adding w the
gemeral sense that there ane splits
on the Russian side or, at a mini-
mum, a lack of understanding
bt Pulm'!, desires, some top
Roussi Eave contradic-
tn))'stabemenu

Ukrainian cfficials said Russian

SEE UKEAINE 0N AL

Harrowing story: A woman tells of
being forcad out of Marnupol. AL2

Energy moves: Garmany, Poland
take steps to cut out Russia. ALS

Supply of minerals: Biden will use
the Defense Production Act. ALS

The cyberwar: A young official in
Ukraine heads digital strategy. A18

turn the public against TikTok.

The campaign includes plac-
ing op-eds and letters to the
editor in major regional news
outlets, promoting dubious sto-
mies about alleged TikTok trends

that actually originated on Face-
ook, and pushing to draw [Jﬂ]IPJ-
eal reporters and local pol
cians into helping take down its
biggest competitor. These hare-
knuckle tacties, long common-
place in the world of politics,
have become increasingly notice-
able within a tech industry
where companies vie for cultural
relevance and come at a time
when Facebook is under pres-

sure to win back young users.
Employees with the firm, Tar-
SEE META ON AZ0

IN THE NEWS

By DEVLIN BARRETT,
JosH DAWSEY,
JACQUELINE ALEMANY
AND SPENCER 5. Hsu

The criminal investigation into
the Jan. & attack on the Capitol
has expanded to examine the
preparations for the mlly that
preceded the riot, as the Justice
Department aims to determine
the full extent of any conspiracy
to stop Congress from certifying
Joe Biden's electlon victory, ac-
eording to people familiar with

Subpoena requests seek
details on planning for
evenl that preceded riol

the matter,

In the past two months, a
federal grand jury in Washington
has issued subpoena requests to
some officials in former president
Donald Trump's orbit who assist-
ed in planning, funding and exe-

cuting the Jan. 6 rally, said the
people familiar with the matter,
who spoke on the condition of
Anomymity to discuss an ongoing
investigation

The development shows the
degree to which the Justice De-
partment investigation — which
already  involves more  defen-
dants than any other criminal
prosecation in the nation's his-
tory — has moved further beyond
the storming of the Capitol to
examine events preceding the
attack.

Judges would “ri

Vice President
hailed a 4.7 billion

The events of Jan. &, 2021, are a
legally franght puzzle for federal
investigators, Prosecutors  and
FEI agents must distinguish be-
tween constitutionally protected
First Amendment activity, such
as speech and assembly, an.d the
alleged conspiracy to obstruct
Congress  or other  potential
crimes connected to fundraising
and organizing leading up to
Jan, &.

The task is also complicated by
the proximity of those two very
different types of activities —
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A British militant on
trial in federal court was
a “simple ISIS fighter”
and not invalved in tor-
turing hostages, his at-
tormey argued, Az
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border restrictions that
authorities have relied
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THE WORLD
The rebels fighting
Myanmar's junta are
outnumbered and out-
gunned, but theyre still
winning hattles, Ax
Britain withdrew its
judges from Hong
Kong's highest court,
iting a “tipping point”
the presence of its

imizing oppression.” Arv
Canada’s former top
military commansder

i of justice in
one of several high-
profile cases. of alleged
sexual misconduet. A17

THE ECONOMY

The White House an-
nounced funding to
make hundreds of
thousands of homes in
low-income arcas more
energy-eff

THE REGION
The interim president
m( orge Washington

steady a school rattled
by = pancbermie, distrust
and big departures. B1

Justice Depl. expands Jan. 6 probe Lo look at rally preparation

speech and viclence — that oc-
curred within hours of each other
and bess than a mile apart.

A spokesman for the ULS. attor-
ney's office in Washington de-
wlined to comment.

On the morming of Jan. &,
thousands of people from all over
the  country gathered at the
Ellip=e, near the White House, to
rally behind the false premise
that Trump had won the 2020
presidential election. The outgo-
ing president began speaking to
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wraps, data from the T,
1950 Census will be un- e

veiled Friday, releasing .

A potential gold mine for
rescarchers, B

A company that will
bring a vail car
and hundreds of jobs to
western Maryland could
receive more than $11
million worth of state
and local incentives, B1

LOCAL LIVING

A private oasis in

your backyard

Tigess for designing an

] outdoar area that doesn™

reqguire much upkeep —

ar maneay.

STYLE

Commanding turn

A great actor tackles.

Shylocl«:ln “Tha Merchant
s

Shakespeare's most
challenging plays. C1

STYLE
Bruce Willis is step-
ping away from acting

after b dingnosed
with the language dis-
order aphasia. C4
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espectaculos

Bruce Willis, un duro
de Hollywood, sufre de
afasia y deja de actuar

Estrellade Do de matary Sexto sentido, padece una
dolenciaevolutivaque le impide seguir con su carrera

PROBARAN

CONTRAEL

sociedad

La Anmat aprobd ay

VACUNA ARGENTINA

fasc 1 de los ensayos clinicos con Arvac, el

en 80 personas, Pgina 26

LAPRIMERA

COVID

CON SUS POLEMICAS,
EL VAR DEBUTA HOY EN
ELFUTBOL LOCAL

deportes

er que se inicie la

suero de desarrollo nacional: se testeara

Empezara ausarseen ka fecha que comienza
o, ven todos bos partidos de Primerade
aqui enmas; lasimagenes v losaudios no se
difundirdn, comosiocurre enla Conmebol.

LA NACION

JUEVES 31 DE MARZODE 2022 | LANACION.COM.AR

En medio de la interna
oficialista, Massa amenaza
con abandonar la coalicion

TENSION. Dirigentes de su partido lo plantearon ante las disputas entre el Presidente y su vice

Sinningunasefial de distensidn en
elhorizonte entre el presidente Al-
berto Fernandez y suvice, Cristina
Kirchner, la coalicidn oficialista
sumd ahora un nuevo problema:
el tercer actor del espacio. Sergio
Massa, amenaza con dejar el Fren-
te de Todos (FDT) si no hay una

resolucidn positiva de la disputa
interna.

Asilo plantearon dirigentes del
Frente Renovador (FR), una fuerza
que Massa conduce en forma uni-
personal, en encuentros previosal
congreso provincial del partido,
que tendra lugar en Mar del Plata

elmes préximo.

El planteo sond hacia el interior
de la coalicidn gobernante como
una advertencia ante la imposibi-
lidad de Alberto Ferndndez v Cris-
tina Kirchner deretomar eldialogo
¥ plasmaren hechos concretos los
recurrentes llamados a la unidad

que hizo el Presidente, alos que se
sumaron varios dirigentes oficia-
listas, entre ellos, el propio Massa.
Si bien la incidencia del FR en la
alianza gobernante es minorita-
ria, la posibilidad de una fractura
significariala primera escision del
FDT desde 2019, Pagina 10

Desafio piquetero con
carpas en la 9 de Julio

politica

Decenas de carpas fueron desplegadas anoche frente al Ministerio de Desarrollo Social, enla 9 de Julio

En una escalada de las protestas piqueteras, organizaciones de izquierda
acamparon ayer en la avenida 9 de Julio y amenazan con quedarse hasta mafiana en
reclamo de mis planes sociales; la manifestacidn provocd un caos de trinsito, Pagina 16

EL ESCENARIO

Tres
episodios que
desnudan
la crisis

Carlos Pagni

LA MACION

E I Poder Ejecutivo esta blo-
queado por el conflicto
entre Alberto Ferndndez
y Cristina Kirchner, y, con inde-
pendencia de ese factor, por el
singular estilodel Presidente pa-
ra conducir la administracion.
Es un modus operandi “endia-
blado”, por utilizar un adjetivo
de suteologia.

Esa parilisis es la gque mis
llama la atencidn. Pero no es
la dnica. El Congreso Nacional
también estd paralizado, Conti-
niia en lapagina 12

La pobreza
bajo al 37,3%,
pero supera
lade 2019

mDEC. Se redujo por el
rebote del PBI, pero
afectaba a 17 millones de
personas en 2021, pagina21

Ordenan
detenciones
por un bloqueo
de Camioneros

Péagina 16

Luisa Corradini

CORRESPONSAL EN FRANCIA

PARIS.— A pesar de sus promesas
dereduciren formaradical suagre-
sidn militaren Ucrania,y mientras
aumentan los rumores de que Via-

LA NACION EN UCRANIA — DIA 36

Rusia minimiza los dialogos y vuelve a bombardear

Tras anunciar gue iniciaria una desescalada militar, el Kremlin mantuvo bajo fuego de artilleria a varios ceniros urbanos de Ucrania

dimir Putin estd desinformado por
sus consejeros sobre la verdadera
situacidn en el terreno, Rusia con-
tinud ayer bombardeando vio-
lentamente numerosas ciudades
ucranianas. Chernihiv, en el norte,
Ia segunda ciudad de Ucrania méas

destruida por los bombardeos
después de Mariupol (sur), conti-
nud bajoataque de la poderosa ar-
tilleria del Ejércitoruso, a pesar del
compromiso de Mosed de reducir
“radicalmente” su actividad mili-
tar. Contimia en la pagina 2

Mykolaiv, la ciudad

que hizo replegar
alos rusos

Elisaberta Piqué

Phgina 4

Quién paga RT, el
canal de Putin que
se ve en el pais

JoséCrettaz
Pagina 18
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Soldado ucraniano abraga sua mae, Larissa Kolesnik, 82, apds ela ser retirada de Irpin, perto de Kiev zekes senseres fRautens

Ucréania vive noite

de ataques, apesar
de promessa russa
Embora tenham prome-
tido redugio da atividade
militar, forgas russasbom-
bardearam quase todas as
cidades no front que divi-
de o territdrio controlado
pela Ucrdnia de dreas sepa-
ratistas apoiadas por Mos-
cou em Donetsk, segundo
o governolocal. Mundoarz

Aprovado uso de pilula

para tratamento de Covid
A Anvisa deu aval parauso
emergencial do medica-
mento da Pfizer. A droga
é recomendada a adultos
com risco de contrair for-
ma grave da doenga. Ba

A pandemia em 30.mar
Dados das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

Nn Brasil
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Sao Paulo bate Palmeiras

Com 3 a 1 sobre adversario até entao invicto,
time de Ceni abre vantagem na final do Paulista

Iuastrada C1

E Tudo Verdade
comega hoje, com
filmes para entender
conflito e Putin

Sérgio Rodrigues

mo C8
Animais domeésticos
sao incorporados a
roteiros familiares
de luxo e de aventura

O machista e o sexista vao a guerra

Por gue a imprensa preferiuchamar de sexista, em vez de
machista, a ode nojenta de Mamae Falei a predagio sexu-
al de refugiadas de guerra? Talvez porque aqui machis-
mo tambem tem aacepgio de “qualidade, acdo oumodos
de macho”. Vai que ele tomasse como elogio. cotidiano B3

Sem trabalho desda ndemia_ Aida dos Santos usa lenha para cozinhar ssasds ankall; Febapress

Presidente ndao
interferiu na PF,
conclui inquérito
Doisanosapds o pednniu de
dl’ml% A0 € as acuss H;_('IE'R
de Sergio Moro, a Policia
Federal encerrou inquéri-
to e concluiu ndo haver in-
dicios de que o presidente
Jair Bolsonaro (PL) interfe-
riu para proteger aliados e
familiares ao trocar o co-
mando do drgdo. politicass

Luciano Hang desiste

de concorrer ao Senado
O empresario de SC disse
que mal sibito de filho o
fez repensar plano e que
vai se dedicar 4 familia e
aos 22 mil funciondrios
daslojas Havan. politica Ay

R% 5,00

Bolsonaro faz
nova ameaca
ao Judiciario
sobre eleicao

Presidente afirma que votos serao
contados e pleito nao sera decidido
por 'dois ou trés, em indireta ao TSE

Jair Bolsonaro (PL) voltoua
ameacar o Judicidrio sobre
aselei¢oes, desta vez em dis-
curso no Rio Grande do Nor-
e, Disse (que 05 VoINS Serao
contados —sem explicar
como, ji gue a proposta da
cédula impressa foi derru-
bada no Congresso— e fex
criticas indiretas ao Tribu-
nal Superior Eleitoral.
"Nao serdo dois ou trés
que decidirio como serdo
contados esses votos”, de-
clarou, em aparente refe-
réncia a Luis Roberto Bar-
roso, ex-presidente do TSE;
Edson Fachin, o atual; e Ale-
xandre de Moraes, que as-
sume a chefia em agosto.

O presidente participou
de evento em Parnamirim
(RN}, onde fez oracao, mo-
tociata e cavalgada. Afir
mou gque o pleito “nio é
de esquerda contra direi-
ta, ¢ de bem contra o mal,
[...] & 0 bem vencerd”. Mais
tarde, em Baixa Grande do
Ribeiro (PI), tornou a falar
sobre contagem dos votos.

Atagues ao sistema elei-
toral tém sido rotina do go-
verno e voltam a gerar ten-
sio institucional, apds cur
tatrégua em2021. Politica A7

Golpe de 64 foi ‘marco
histérico da politica
brasileira’, dizem Forgas Az

Por tornozeleira, Silveira volta
a gerar tensdo entre Poderes

A recusa do deputado Da-
niel Silveira (Unido Brasil-
RJ) em cumprir a ordem
de por tornozeleira eletra-
nica, dada pelo ministro do
STF Alexandre de Moraes,
Provocou Ontem nova ten-
sao institucional e acirrou
os animos de bolsonaristas
contririosi determinagio.

Agentes da PF foram ao
Legislativo para fazervaler
a decisdo, em vio. Moraes
fixou multa didria de R$ 15
mil por descumprimento e
bloqueio de bens. O depu-
tado, entio, disse que colo-
caria o equipamento, o que
nao havia feito até a conclu-
sdo desta edigao. politicaas

Interino do MEC também esteve
com pastores pivos de esciandalo

Victor Godoy Veiga, cotado para ficar de vez no lugar de
Milton Ribeiro, também foi a eventos com Gilmar San-
tos e Arilton Moura, suspeitos de terem criado balcio de
negdcios na pasta. Procurado, o MEC nio respondeu. B3

Um terco de pessoas
sem emprego tenta
vaga ha dois anos
Pela primeira vez desde
2012, 0 desemprego me-
dido pelo IBGE chegou a
30,3% da populacio. O pro-
blema afeta 3,6 milhées de
desocupados, que buscam
vagas ha mais de 24 meses.
Os niimeros foram com-
pilados pela IDados, a pe-
dido da Folha, mercadoals

Governo privatiza porto

em Vitdria de olho em SP
No primeiro leilao de por
s no pais, a Quadra Capi-
tal levou Vitoria e Barra do
Riacho (ES) por R$ 106 mi-
lhdes. O governo viu certa-
mMeComo teste para privati-
zarodeSantos. Mercado Als

ATMOSFERA

S0 Paulo hoje
27

&2 a7l

Dois tercos dos
brasileiros temem
sair na rua a noite

O remor atinge 64% dos
brasileiros; 37% afirmam
se sentir muito inseguros
apds escurecer em relacio
ao gue percebiam ha um
ano, e 27% dizem ter um
pouco de inseguranga. Os
dados sao de pesquisa Da-
tafolha com 2.556 pessoas
emiBicidades. cotidiano B

EDITORIAIS A2

Pessimismo em alta
Sobre piora da percepgao
sobre a economia do pais.

Um pequenc passo

Arespeito de negociacoes
entre Rissia e Ucrania.
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Esta pendiente un pedido de informes del JEM sobre sus actuaciones

Fiscales aplican ley de silencio
sobre los aprietes para RGD

Solo 2 de las 11 unidades fiscales enviaron las documentaciones al organismo que juzga a
jueces y fiscales. Volveran a ser intimadas y pueden ser intervenidas con la fuerza publica.
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f;i!.r'f'tst.as dilla-ltan intervencilﬁﬁ
Allanan Gobernacion

del Guaira y la SET
le bloquea el RUC

PAGMAS Iy D

Litigio entre ANDE y Engineering
infima deuda pasa a
una multimillonaria
condena de pago

FAGIMA 10

Legislacion tiene rechazo empresarial ‘I

Bapgsu plantea volver ‘ d] ﬂ[ﬁ@ W [KD [bg ant|gr|pa|es
a fojas cero proyecto e
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Poiza de USD 5.7 millones por incumplimiento | Jefes comunales se aferran al cargo Uno de los ditimos en ver a bdgar Lomaguis

MOPC cobro el seguro | Los intendentes quieren | Miguel Insfran salpicado
por el fallido Metrobiis | un afio mas de mandato | en caso de desaparicion
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« Sans ka lberté de blimer. [l n'est point d'éloge fAattear » Beaumarchals

VACCINS LE FIGARO LITTERAIRE

COMMENT BIONTECH LES DEMAGOGUES, CES TRIB
ET MODERNA PREPARENT [QINIBIESOI@I) R DI=g WAV I =

L'APRES-COVID raa

POLITIQUE NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

ENTRETIEN

Eric Ciotti: «Nos
candidats devront
s'engager asieger
au groupe LR

[.a Russie senfonce dans
I'isolement et les sanctions

UKRAINE
Moscou continue .. L. . . . . , ) o .
de bombarder L'impact des représailles internationales a I'invasion de I'Ukraine commence a étre ressenti
le pays par la population russe, méme s’il ne semble pas de nature a faire bouger les lignes politiques.
ENFANCE Rayvons vides, valse des éti sur la population russe. Cer croissantes, qui bousculent n'est pas a egalité face : quietent pour "avenir mais

La commission
sur linceste prone
une obligation
d'alerte pour

les meédecins pace:

ASTRONOMIE
Des volcans
crachent del'eau
glacee ala surface
de Pluton

INDUSTRIE
L'Europe met fin
al'economie

du tout-jetable

LASSEMENT
Hotels: ce que
cachent leurs
étoiles e

VENTES

Henri Paul: «La
deéematérialisation
des enchéres a fait
déecoller le marche
francais

= Au Mexique,

TERS

RONEN ZVULLIN/RELS

quettes, files d'attente: le
neeud coulant des sanctions
internationales imposées  ritable r
aprés 1'agression de '"Ukral jour, les
ne commence i se resserrer  confrontés

< A TOULA, LA LANCINANTE INQUIETUDE POUR L'AVENIR -

lains produits de premiere
necessité subissent une vé

a. Jour apres
Russes sont

aux restrictions

le guotidien el raniment le
spectre des pénuries, cou

rantes du temps de 1"URSS et
que bL"ﬂllL’Ullp onk encore en
memoire, Mais la population

les jeune

GRIGORY IOUDIME : « CETTE GUERRE EST UN DESASTRE POUR NOTRE SOCIETE =

» UNE JEUNESSE SIDEREE ET DEBOUSSOLEE PAGES 7 A 9 ET LEDITORIAL

sanclions.
fectés dans leur mode de vie,
se montrent plus
déboussolés que les anclens.
En province,

nen font pas moins bloc
derriere la version officiells
d'une opération de « dénazi
fication» de 1"Ukraine pré
sentée par le Kremlin,

Israél sous le choc
— | apres une vague
d’attaques terroristes

La polémique
McKinsey
perturbe

la campagne
de Macron

Le cocktail McKinsey est dé
tonant. Une somme astro
nomigue pour les prestations
r] un cabinet de conseil ame
rain qui a travaillé pour les
services de I'Etat durant le
quinquennat Macron, Des
accusations  d'optimisation
fiscale et des soupgons de
collusion. Depuis que le Sé
nat a publié son rapport, les
critiques pleuvent. Il ¥ awvait
urgence a déminer "affaire.
Mercredi, deux ministres
ont essayveé de « ramener de la
raison, du calme et du ration
nel dans wn moment ol il v a

I . 2l En une semaine, le payvs a été frappé par trois attentats qui ont fait onze morts, dont cing 3 Bnei Brak, pris de Tel-Aviv, beaucoup de raceourcis» . Pas
danr;ee prer;us mardi. Les attagues ont été perpétrées par une nouvelle nébuleuse terroriste, inspirée des méthodes de Daech. pacg o siir que cela suffise. PAGES
e plus en p
de place
« Les tribunes E EDITDR].AL par Philippe Gelie pgelia@lefigarafr
o delean RICHARD MILLE
(L, Leonettiet R - d d
= d'André Kaspi ideau de jer
=] -
:C.'}: -La ChIDl'lqulE’ | andis que son armée senlise en tend faire paver son gaz en roubles et laisse
: de Luc Ferr y Ukraine dans la raspoutitsa (saison  son entourage insinwer qu'il n'a plus besoin
r A 'anal des mauvaises routes), la Russie d'ambassades. Bravades contre-productives
L pEL de senfonce dans les sanctions, Ban

Marc Landre

FIGARO OUI

FIGARD NON

Réponses a la question seule pression des opinions publiques et des POUtme munication avec la po
de mercredi: medias, Son isolement commence a peser st pritraine pulation russe. Les mé
Pensez-vous gue les approvisicnnements et les prix. Ses élites dias étant censurés sous
Jean-Luc Mélenchon peut s'exilent - pas seulement les oligarques pas tDuS peine de prison, com
arcéder au second tour sés de Monaco 4 Dubai, mais les intellectuels ]ES Russes ment un citoyen pour
de la présidentielle 7 et les artistes affluant 4 1"Ouest. Quand ses di rait-il remetire en cause
oul NON plomates ne sont pas expulsés a la dizaine dans sa la  wersion officielle
23% 77-% on s apergoit soudain quiune majorité d'entre parano]_a d'une guerre économi

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 216925
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sur lefigarofr
McKinsey: approuvez-

“! === VOUS |2 recours par IEtat
u_ = a des cabinets de conseil
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iC TOR MOUSSAS TOCK ADDEE COM

nie de partout, elle se voit coupée
its bancaires, du commerce et des
investissements Strangers. Ses5 avions ne vo-

lent presque plus, faute de pléces d'entretien
ou d'autorisations datterrir. Ses partenaires
economiques 1 abandonnent, parfois sous la

eux seraient des espions? —, elle coupe les
ponts avec nombre d'institutions multilaté
rales, du Conseil de I'Europe a I’ Association
internaticnale des procureurs.,

C'est un véritable ridean de fer que les Ocei
dentaux sont en train de tirer sur la Russie -
avec, paradoxe, la participation de Viadimir
Poutine, A sa mise au ban des nations comme
fauteur de guerre, le maitre du Kremlin a
choisi de répondre par le défi et le repli. llen

pour qui voucdrait
tions, Mais Pouti

tout le pays dans sa paranoia.
MNous 1"y aidons sans le vouloir, Parce que nos

repreésailles sont t
ment calibrées et

prétexte d'une anodine et justifide «opédration
militaire speéciale » chez un voisin nazillon ?
Poutine a commis un crime contre les Ukrai

niens et il en o

peuple. Nous en sommes

concentrer le

pouvoir personnel.
que nous obtiendrons en traitant le plus vaste

pays du monde o

atténuer 'impact des sanc
ne est parti pour entrainer

rop massives pour &tre fine
parce que nous ne disposons
d’aucun moyen de com

que totale, mende au

mmet un autre contre son
ices, faute de
nctions sur son systeme de
Il faut craindre le résultat

smime la Corée du Nord. ®
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NHS maternity scandal:
investigate 600 further cases

Report condemns staff
failures that may have
led to 201 baby deaths

Andrew Gregory
Health editar

Police are examining 600 cases linked
to the biggest maternity scandal in
NHS history after a damning report
intobaby deaths condemned health
staff for blaming mothers whileignor-
ingtheir own catastrophicblunders.

The independent inquiry into
maternity practices at Shrews-
bury and Telford hospital NHS trust

The lights
are off. But
Ukraine’s
rail lifeline
brings hope

Shaun Walker
Kyiv

indows

shuttered and

lights dimmed,

adarkened

train pulls

into a station
platform, also unlit. As the train
comes toa halt, attendants toss
boxes of humanitarian aid to
station workers on the platform.

Huddles of passengers, who
arrived at the station hours earlier
50 as not tobe on the streets during
curfew hours, searchin the inky
blackness for the right carriage,
before the train is on its way again
with a gnashing of wheelsand a
long hiss of steam.

This scene has played out at
stations across Ukraine repeatedly
over the last month, as Ukrainian
Railways has been engaged in one
of the most impressive
elements of Ukraine's

$610_u4882

uncovered hundreds of casesinwhich
health officials had failed to under-
take serious incident investigations,
while deaths were dismissed or not
investigated appropriately.

Instead, grieving families were
denied access to reviews of their
care and mothers were blamed when
their babies died or suffered horrific
injuries,

A total of 201 babies and nine
mothers could have or would have
survived if the NHS trust had pro-
vided better care, the inquiry found.

There were 29 cases where babies
suffered severe brain injuries and 65
incidents of cerebral palsy.

Rhiannon Davies, one of the
mothers who fought for justice for

vears after her daughter Katediedin
2009, said the numbers did “not tell
the whole story™ of the impact on
the families.

Sajid Javid, the health secretary,
issued a Commons apology vester-
day, telling MPs: “We entrust the NHS
with ourcare, often when we're at our
most vulnerable. In return weexpect
the highest standards.

“When those standards are not
met, wemust act firmly and the fail-
ures of care and compassion set out
in this report have absolutely noplace
inthe NHS. To the families that have
suffered so gravely, lam sorry.”

Javid offered reassurances that
NHS staff responsible for the “serious
and repeated failures” would be

‘The families live
with unimaginable
trauma and grief

DCS Damian Barratt
West Mercia police

held to account. “There is also an
active police investigation, Operation
Linceln, which is looking at around
GO0 cases” he said.

Detective Chief Superintendent
Damian Barratt, of West Mercia
police, said the investigation was
“very much active” and added: “We
will be fully reviewing the findings

News provider of the year

police

of the report and feeding appropri-
ate elements into our investigation.

“We do not underestimate the
impact the report’s findings and our
ongoinginvestigation has on the fam-
ilies involved, who have suffered
unimaginable trauma and grief that
thev still Tive with today.”

A combination of an obsession
with “natural births" over caesarean
sections coupled with a shocking
lack of staff, training and oversight
of maternity wards resulted in a toxic
culture in which mothers and babies
died needlessly for 20 years while
“repeated failures™ were ignored
again and again.

Julie Rowlings, whose
daughter Olivia died

A Evacuees on the train for the two-day journey from Kryvyi Rih in eastern Ukraine to Chop, close to the western border with Slovakia esorocears: IELLE krivGs



