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News

Business 25 Finance
pminiabd- s

he resilience of Russias

domestic-payments
network has been a bright
spot for the country as
Western sanctions target
its financial system. Al
#+ Two influential OPEC
members, Saudi Arabia and

# .5, stocks rose, with the
S&P 500, NMasdaq and Dow
gaining 1.2%, 1.8% and 1%,
respectively. Qil prices re-
corded their largest declines
in more than a week, Bl

+ Nielsen agreed to sell it-
selftoa group of private-eq
uity firms in a deal that val
wes the media-measurement
company at $10 billion. BL

lion, the latest tie-up linking
a managed-care company to
the home-health business. B1
# The Senate, in a proce-
dural step, voted to ad-
vance the nomination of
economist Lisa Cook for a
seat on the Fed's board. A2
+ A cryptocurmency startop
that operates a popular
online game called “Axie
Infinity™ said that hackers
stole more than $500 mil-
lion of cryptocurrency. B1L
# Icahn is seeking two board
seats at Kroger, pushing it to
mﬂm among its pork
‘and address what he
said was a widening gap in
worker and ive pay. B3

+ Robinhood said it is ex-

company’s stock rose 24%. B3
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A Ukrainian soldlor stands outside the regional government building in Mykolaiv, Ukraine, struck by a missile Tuesday.

Talks to end war show
progress, but Russian

forces continue deadly
strikes across Ukraine

Ukraine and Russia said
they made progress in talks to
end the war, with Kyiv pre-
senting its proposal for a neua-
tral status and intermational
security guarantees as Mos-

By James Marson,
Yaroslav Trofimov
and Jared Malsin

cow continued deadly strikes
across Ukraine despite prom-
ises to focus its campaign on

the eastern Donbas region.
Though the latest round of
negotiations, opened by Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan of
Turkey in Istanbul, made ad-
vances toward drafting a
peace treaty, violence contin-
ved unabated, with dozens of

reported civilian casualties.
In a sign of progress, Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin of Russia
agreed to meet President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
for the initialing of the treaty
once the negotiations are com-
pleted, said Moscow's chief
Please turn to page A7

Russia Blunts Credit-Card Companies’ Exit

By ALEXANDER OSIPOVICH
AND Arnallara ANDRIOTES

Western sanctions have dis-
rupted nearly every part of
Russia’s financial system, but
there is one big exception.

Russia’s domestic-payments
system continued to work
smoothly after Visa Inc. and
Mastercard Inc. pulled out this
month. While the card giants®
exit from Russia was viewed
as a significant mowe by many
in the West, the reality on the
ground was anything but_
Most Russian consumers never
lost the ability to use their

Mastercard- and Visa-branded
cards to pay for things within
the country.

There were about 197 mil-
lion Mastercard or Visa cards
in Russia at the end of 2020,
according to the Nilson Re-
port, a trade publication. But
behind the scenes, the cards
don't rely on the US. net-
works' systems to process
payments in Russia. For years,
they have used a homegrown
system owverseen by Russia’s
central bank.

The National Payment Card
System—known by its Bussian
initials NSPK—runs the finan-

The Ukraine Crisis

- Oil alllanra ebuffs calls to
oust Russia

* Countri
Ru:

turn to Canad;
a trade dro

cial plumbing that underpins
card transactions in Russia,
even for cards bearing WVisa
and Mastercard logos.

The system was part of
Moscow's eight-year effort ta
insulate the Russian economy
from Western financial pres-

sure. The Kremlin also has ag-
gressively promoted Russia's
own card company, called Mir,
wehich is built on NSPK's infra-
structure, More than 100 mil-
lion Mir cards have been is-
sued since its launch in 2015,
according to Mir's website.
The resilience of Russia's
PAYTENTS system is a rare win
for President Vladimir Putin in
his financial war with the
Wiest. Russia failed to break its
dependence on Western im-
ports, leaving the country in
dire need of key parts for
manufacturing. Before the war,
Russia amassed $630 billion in

reserves to ensure it could
protect the ruble, but that ef-
fort was undermined when the
U.S. and European Union froze
Russian central-bank assets.

“We provided for our na-
tional security in the pay-
ments  space,” said Alma
Obawveva, head of the National
Payments Council, a Russian
trade association.

The retreat of Visa and
Mastercard did have one big
consequence for Russians: In
many cases, their cards now
don't work outside the coun-
ry. The Mir network extends

Please furn fo page A9

# Ukraine and Russia said
they made progress in talks
to end the war, with Kyiv
presenting its proposal for a
meutral status and interna-
thonal ity guarantees as
Moscow continued deadly
strikes across Ukraine de-
spite promises to focus its
campaign on the eastern
Donbas region. Al, AT, A9
# The FDA cleared a sec-
ond Covid-19 booster shot
for older adults and those
with weakened immune
systems, with officials ex-
pected to authorize addi-
tional doses for the broader
po'p'ulatlon in the fall. A1
The Omicron BA.2 vari-
a:nt represents more than
half of new Covid-19 cases
in the U.5,, federal estimates

AEAIN
in parts of the Northeast. A6

+ Americans could stash
more in their 20K plans amd
sit on their nest eggs longer
under a bill passed by the
Howse that aims to boost indi-
uir.lual retirement savings. A3
# The Jan. 6 panel is try-
ing to fill in an hourslong
gap in White House call logs
an the day a pro-Trump
mob attacked the ULS. Cap-
irol, lawmakers said. A%
# China is planning new
curbs on the country’s live-
tr ing industry, r i
acampaign aimed at reining
in tech firms and exerting
more influence over content
consumed by the young. A10

tral Israel, the third sus-
pected terrorist attack in
the country in a week. A10
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Second
Boosters

Approved
For Older
Adults

By Janen 5. Horsins
AND STEFHANIE ARMOUR

Federal health regulators

cleared a second Covid-19
booster shot for older adults
and for those with weakened
immune systems, with officials
expected to authorize addi-
tional doses for the broader
population in the fall.
The Food and Drug Admin-
istration said Tuesday it had
cleared extra shots of Pfizer
Inc. and its partner BioNTech
SE and from Moderna Inc. for
adults 50 years and older.

The federal Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
followed up by endorsing the
second booster shots of those
MRNA vaccines.

The extra doses are “espe-
cially important for those 65
and older and those 50 and
older with underlying medical
conditions that increase their
risk for severe disease from
Cowvid-1%, as they are the most
likely to benefit from receiving
an additional booster dose at
this time,” CDC Director Ro-
chelle Walensky said.

Under the moves, the older
adults can get the shots at
least four months after a firse
booster dose. People will be
able to choose between the
two wvaccines regardless of
whether they earlier received
a shot from Moderna, Pfizer
or Johnson & Johnson.

The thumbs-up for the ex-
tl“'l doses tomes as Cowvid-19

nd hospitalizations

uonrmue to fsll but public-
health experts express oon-
cerns about future surges. One
Please turn to page AG

# Omicron subvariant

strengthens grip in US..._ A6

Home-Price
Rise Escalates

The increase in home prices
accelerated in January. A3

The S&P CoreLogic Case-Shiller
MNational Home Price Index,
change from a year earlier
0% January 19.2%
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Brand Loyalty Is Undercut
By Inflation and Shortages

By Jagwon Kanc

.5, shoppers are buying
what they can find—and af-
ford.

Well-known brand names
and flashy ad campaigns are
no longer enough to command
ULS. consumers’ lovalty in gro-
cery stores, retail executives
said. As inflation spreads and
stretched supply chains leave
gaps on shelves, shoppers are
becoming increasingly fickle,
with availability and price de-
rermining what goes into their
shopping carts,

Shoppers’ new willingness
to switch brands could shife
the balances of power inside
grocery stores, Big food com-

panies like Kraft Heinz Co, and
Kellogz Co. risk losing market
share to competitors and store
brands that are more readily
able to fill in empty spots in
store aisles, industry execu-
tives said. Supermarket opera-
tors, while grappling with
shortages, said the situation is
giving them more leverage
with major brands and flexibil-
ity to test newer, often lower-
cost products.

“We are seeing people make
more cholces on items because
they are available,” said Tony
Sarsam, chief executive officer
of grocery chain SpartanMNash
Co. In the Grand Rapids,
Mich.-based company's super-
market aisles, Mr. Sarsam

said. Tropicana orange juice
lost share to Coca-Cola Co's
Simply Orange in recent
months, which has been easier
for SpartanMash to stock,
while Tyson Foods Inc. simi-
larly lost share in frozen
breaded chicken to Conagra
Brands Inc.'s Bangquet meals,
Mr. Sarsam said he and his
team now are examining the
wvariety of groceries the com-
pany sells, recently trimming
the number of items it offers
in cookie, cracker and salty
snack sections in response to
some brands’ inability to meet
demand and slower sales.
SpartanMash is sometimes giv-
ing more shelf space to local
Please turn to page A2

Forget Employee of the Month—
Try Praising Colleagues Every Day

Companies encourage giving thanks

through gift cards, unicorn badges

By Te-Ping CHEN

Jacob Coite sent more than
2,700 compliments to C©o-
waorkers last year, and he's just
eetting started.

Mr. Coite works in North-
borough, Mass., as a
scheduler for Esler
Cos., a window and
door installation com-
pany, and prides himself
on coming up with cre-
ative ways to wvirtually
backslap his colleagues.

=“Tf this company was
a California roll, you'd
be the seaweed that
holds the whole thing
together,” he recently
wrote to a customer
service representative.

“Your empathy is like Kool-
Aid, the way it adds flavor to a
boring call,” he wrote to an-
other,

In a time of high turnover

Nice job

and remote work, companies
have tried ukulele classes,
staff talent shows and other
ways to keep workers con-
nected. Now many are trying
to zet their employees to
praise each other—well, praise
each other more.
Some companies
offer a monthly allot-
ment of points that
colleagues can give each
other to show their ap-
preciation, redeemable
for Amazon and Target
ift cards and other
perks, such as lunch
with the CEQ. Others
have public channels
in Slack, where peo-
ple can share thanks
and heap compliments on
their co-workers.

For Mr. Coite's efforts, his
company recently awarded
him a trophy emblazoned with

Please turn fo page A12

Olympics Organizers
Aim for a Reset

Games head for Western democracies
in favorable time zones, but Russia looms

By Josuua ROBINSON
Anp RacneEL BacHman

PARIS—The closing cere-
mony of the Beijing Olympics
was supposed to end one of
the darkest chapters in
Olympic history, a run that
saw the Games travel into
autocracies, slog through a
pandemic and navigate nu-
clear posturing. all while
global interest dipped to
new lows.,

So as Beijing handed off
to Paris, which will welcome
the 2024 Summer Olympics,
organizers breathed a sigh of
ralief. They could |k for-
ward to a decade of alluring
host cities in liberal demoe-
racies—the French capital,
Milan and Los Angeles—
combined with the ebbing
pandemie and hope for a

meaningful rebound in rat-
ings.

“This can potentially be
when the page turns and
we're thrilled to try to con-
tribute to that,* said Tony
Estanguet, the three-time
Olympic canoeing champion
who is now in charge of the
Paris 2024 organizing com-
mittee. “The horizon is very
positive.”

Looming over the horizon,
though, is one shadow the
Olympics can’t seem to es-
cape: Russia.

The country that caused
organizers such embarrass-
ing and persistent problems
with doping, right up until
the final day of figure skat-
ing at the Beijing Games,
now endangered more than
the Olympics” hope for a ros-

Please turn fo page A12
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Currency converter

Turning the dollar into a weapon will
risk its status — MARTIN WOLF, PAGE 17

Mystery yacht
Antigua eves
Abramovich

Gargon, a yacht bullt to carry helicop-
ters, a submarine and jet-skis, is being
Investigated by Antigua over lts appar-
ent links to Russian oligarch Roman
Abramovich.

The Caribbean island, which this
rronth said it would enforce all western
sanctions on Russian individuals, is try-
ing to discover the ownership of the
G7-metre “support”™ vessel for mega-
yachts moored on the isle.

A EBritish virgin Islands-dombciled
company called Wenham Overseas
Limited bought Gargon in January 2021.
Wenham owns a Bocing 757 private jet
reportedly Buked vo Abramovich, while
he s alen named as owner of Wenbamin
a privatepline awnership datahase.
Antiguans probe yacht pags &

RNATIONAL NEWSPAPER OF

THE YE

Macron by default

President’s poll lead masks broad
scorn for French elife —eis ReAD, PAGE 15

USA §2.50 Canada C53.0

A hit at the Oscars

Apple struck the biggest blow this

Year — cHRISTOPHER GRIMES, PAG

Russia and EU in stand-off as Putin
digs in on rouble payments for gas

e Prospect rises of cut-off @ Europe seeks to pay in dollars or euros e Peace talks progress

HARRY DEMPEEY
AMD HE|L HUME — LONDOK
MASTASSIA ASTRASHELSKAYA — RIGA
BARAH WHITE — PARIS

EBurope and Fussia are locked ina stand-
off over Moscow's insistence that its gas
s pabd for 1 roubles, raising the pros-
pect of ahalt in supplies as the Kremlin
doubled down on it demands yesterday.
Russkan officials sald Moscow would
oot “supply gas for free” to Europe, aday
after G7 countries rejected President
Viadimir Putin's directive. *Payments
will be accepted in roubles onky” said
Demitry Peskov, Kremnlin spokespersan.
“Companies need to understand the
changed market situation, the abso-
butely new reality that has ermerged angd
the economic war waged on Russia”
European beaders have sabd that pay-

Yandex's embedded code
sends user data to Russla

App software made by fop Russian
intamiat group Yandes: alcws mobils
usars’ Information to be sent o sarvers
in its homae country. The revelations
coma at an awkwand momant for tha
group offen dulbbed Russia's Google. It
has long tried 1o stay Independent
without falling foul of Viadimir Pufiin's
desine fo control the web. Researchers
fear this harvested metadara may be
accessed by the Kremin and used 1o
track pecpla through their mobiles.
Home to Russia » Facs 7

merts mast contine i earos or dollars,
questioning the legality of Putin's pro-
posed meve in the gas industry where
lomg-term contracts reign supreme.

The escalation over gas payments
came as Russla sabd it bad decided 1o
“dramatically” scale back its military
activities in the Kyiv area, lollowing
fresh peace talks with Ukralndan coun-
‘terpartsin Istanbul, Turkey.

But while Alexander Fomin, Russla’s
deputy defence mindster, said the move
admed to “increase mutwal trust”, west-
emnofficials were sceptical. "Nothing we
hawe seen so far suggests that Pulin and
his colleagues are particularly seriows
about the talks, they are likely just play-
ing for time.” sald one. However, both
sides signalled progress at the meeting.

Gazprom, Russla’s state-owned gas

Elliott and Brookfield show faith in TV
ratings with $16bn deal to buy Nielsen

AMTOINE SARA AND
JAHES FONTAMELLA-KHAM — NEW YORK

A private cquity comsortium led by EN
oit Management and Brookficld Assct
Management has agreed to acquire
tedevision ratings group MNielsen lor
£16bn, including debt, in the Lrgest
baryout simce Russia invaded Uloradme.

The US and Canad iam investors will pay
%28 per share in cash to Nielsen share-
halders. The revised offer represents a
60 per cent premium to the company’s
valhe before reports of a potential sale
first emerged.

Elliott and Erookfield’s deal to take
Hielsen private highlights how financ-
ing markets, particularfy in the US,
remain active amid rising interest rates
and concerns of a prolonged war in
Europe, The consortium will inject
§5.7bn in equity and the remaining

supplier, and the Russkan central bank
witll report to Putin tomorrow on how to
facilitate gas payments in roubles.

European customers of Gazprom
hawve said the supply contracts do not
allosw for payment in roubles.

Robert Habeck, Germany’s economy
minister, said this week that payment
for gas In roubles was not acceptable.
“We urge the relevant comparnies not to
comphywith Putin'sdemannd,” he sabd.

Pawel Majewskl, head of Paland’s
state-comtrolled gas groap PONIG, said
last wek Ehere was “not much passibil
iy of switching payments to roubles.
“It s not the case that our counterparty
can just freely change the means of
making payments as It wishes,” he sald.

The biggest buyers of Russian
plpeline gas in Europe are German

$20.5bnwill be provided by large banks
and private lenders.

As part of the deal, Mielsen's advisers
have the spportunity to seek a higher
bid under a “go-shop™ clause that is
walkd for 45 days. In past years, several
private equity groups, ncluding Black-
stane and Carlyle, had expressed {nter-
est in buying the TV ntlnﬁ group but
ulthmistehy walled.

Westerds l}!.dulxl,gjuLullm! Mieksen's
private equity buyers remain confident
i its core business of measuring achver-
tising reach om cable and broadcast,
despite being threatened by the rise of
sireaming platforms such as Metflix. For
years, Mielsen has struggled to retain its
domimance 5 an intermediary for buy-
ers of advertising, and battled cable and
broadcast networks over ils measure-
ment data, However, indust oy observers
have said there is an opportunity in the

Kremlin
spokespersan
Dmitry Peslov
HAYS ‘CoOImpanies
need to
understand the
new reality amid
the economic
war waged on

nility Uniper, Turkey's Botas and taky's
Enl, each sourcing more than 20bn
cubic metres per year from Gazprom,
aconrding toenengy consakancy 1C15.
Fomathan Sterm, research fellow at the
Oxford Institute for Energy Studies,
said: “We are talking aboul sums of
msoney that are eye-watering here™
The EU buys about 30dmn cabic
metres of Russkan gas a day. ICIS esti-
muated Gazprom made about $340mn
per day from gas sales between the start
of the war on Febraary 24 and March 15,
Additional reporting by James Shotter in
Warsaw, Roman Olearchyl in Kyiv and

Feussia® Ayla fean Yockley in bstanbu

West sceptical on pullback page 2
LNG deal page 2

Harkets Insight page 11

Lex page 18

market for companies that can offer
moresophisticated avdience data about
streaming servioes.

Elliott highlighted Miclsen's new
measurement product, Mielsen ONE,
which cuts across network TV and
streaming media in wrvelling their deal.

“fter months of d cop market analy-
sis, industry diligence and management
reviews, we are firmly convinced that
Mielzen will continue to be the gold
standard lor audience measurement as
it exccutes on the Niclsen ONE road
mxap,” sakd the firms managng partner
Jesse Colhin and senkor portfolko manager
Marc Steinberg in a statement.

For Elliodt, the Nielsen takeover isthe
second-largest buyoat this year invohr-
ing a company it has long held a large
public stake in, after it le=d the $15.5bn
takeover of Citrix with private equity
growp Vista Equity Fartnersin Januany:.
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Briefing

» Auditors desert China’s proj s sector
International firms have resigred from the heavily
indebted real sstate developers as 2 wave of delayed
results raises uncertainty over the full scale of the
«crisis and the threat of hidden debts — pacs &

= Taiwan takes lessons from Zelensky

The charismatic Ukrainlan president’s leadership of
his country’s resistance to the Russian invasion has
imspired Takpei to adjust its own defence plans
against a potential attack from China.— pace &«

= Mnuchin in $525mn cyber security deal
The private equity group of
former S Treasury secretary
Steven Meschin has made its
first buyout sinoe he stepped
down, taking control af
Eimperium.— FasE s

= Warning over aircraft leasing write-offs
Dramhnal Slaitery, chief executive of Irish lessor
Avulon, has warned of an impending big hit as the
Industry oomses to terms with the likely boss of
hundreds of jets leased to Russlan carriers.— Pace &

» Bolsonaro switches Petrobras chiel again
Brazil's president has decided to replace the boss of
Latin America’s biggest oil producer for the second
tiEre ina year, after a dispute over fuel costs that
threatens his re-slection prospects.— st 9

= Australia budget giveaway as poll looms
Treasurer fosh Frydenberg has anncunced a budget
alowed ak easing the cost of living, and {rvesting In
defence and infrastructure. Prime minkster Scott
Mnrrison’s coalition trails in opinion polls.— rFacE &

» Talenthouse gig platform plans debut
The London-headquartered service that connects
dlients like Facebook and Smapchat with over 14mn
digital content creators, has sald it will Bst in Zurich
s the metaverse era stimulates demansd. — PAgE 10
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noon sprinkles, high 45. Tomight,
cloudy, low 42, Tomoerrow, clowdy,
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T&Iks Show Progress, but Russza F ights for More Territory

AN

Fighters of the Ukrainian Odin Unit, including volunteers from the United States and Britain, in Irpin, cutside Kyiv, on Tuesday.

Those Over 50
Eligible to Get
Second Booster

By SHARON LaFRANIERE

WASHINGTON — Federal reg-
ulators authorized second booster
shats of the Pfizer-BioNTech and
Maoderna coronavirus vaccines on
Tuesday for everyone 50 and old-
er, describing the move as an ef-
fort to bolster waning immunity
against severe disease in case the
wirus sweeps the nation again in
the coming maonths,

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion said people in the age group
could get the additional shot at
least four months after their first
booster. The agency also autho-
rized a second booster for people
12 and older with certain immune
deficiencies.

The decision means that tens of
millions of Americans are now eli-
gibde for what would be their
fourth shot. And even though the
public may be tiring of repeated
doses, the move is most likely an
interim one: Federal health offi-
clals say it is quite possible that
Americans of all ages may need
another shot in the fall 1o prepare
for any winter surge. The hope is
that by then, scientists will have
reconfigured the existing wvaec-
cines to work better and last long-
er against the variants that have
emerged since November.

Federal health officials initially
considered limiting second boost-
ers to those at least 60 or 65 years
old. But at a news briefing, Dr. Pe-
ter Marks, who oversees the
EDA’s vaccine division, said a
lower age limit made more sense
because 50 MANY AMETICANS over
50 hawve chronic medical condi-
tions that put them art risk.

While a single booster dose con-
tinues to protect most Americans
from hospitalization and death
caused by Covid-19, he said, those
50 or older who got their first
booster more than four months
ago “should seriously consider
Egotting another”

The Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention was a bit more cir-

Continuwed on Page AZ1

At the Edge of Kyiv, Signs of a Russian Retreat

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

IRPIN, Ukraine Creeping
forward block by block, Ukrainian
soldiers in a reconnaissance wnit
on Tuesday found signs of a re-
treating  Russian  army  every-
where: a charred armored wvehi-
cle, abandoned body armor deco-
rated with an orange and black St.
George ribbon, a Russian military
symbol, and the traditional blue-
and-white striped underwear is-
sued o Russian soldiers, cast
aside in a fores

What they did not encounter
was the Russian army in any orga-
nized stare. After a month of sav-
age street fighting. one of the most
pivotal baitles in the war so far
ended this week — at least for now
— with an improbable victory in
Irpin for Ukraine's cutgunned and
outnumbered military. By Tues-
dlay, Ukrainian forces had
gquashed any significant Russian
resistance in this strategic outly-
ing town near Kyiv, the capital.

Pockets of Russian soldiers re-

Ukrainian Patrols Find
Charred Vehicles and
Abandoned Armor

mained, posing risks. A firefight
erupted in the afterncon when
Ukrainian soldiers destroyed a
lone Russian armored sonnel
carrier in an otherwise empty
neighborhood, according to a
commander.

But Ukraine’s military had es-
sentially recaptured Irpin, a town
both strategically and symbaoli-
cally important as the closest the
Russian army had gotten to Kyiv,
just three miles away. Its success
in driving the Russians mway may
have factored into the peace nego-
tiations between Russia  and
Ukraine in Istanbul on Tuesday,
when the two sides achieved what
appeared to be their most sub-
stantive progress to date.

Moscow promised o reduce

by multiples™ the intensity of its
military activity around Kyiv, an
area that includes Irpin, in effect
acknowledging that its advance
toward the capital had stalled and
was at least in some places being
pushed back

With superior numbers and
weaponry, Russia could always
decide to mount another assault
an Trpin. And Ukrainian security
experts  expressed  skepticism
about Russia's pledge to pull back.
“They will not abandon plans to
take the capital.” Oleksandr Dany-
lyuk, a former secretary of
Ukraine's Security and Defense
‘Council, said in an interview.

Suill, some people saw the re-
capture of Irpin as a moral victory,
even if street fighting continues in
the toam and the military gains
may be tentative,

Kyiv was always the biggest
prize of all for the Russian mili-
tary, as the seat of government
and a city ingrained in both Rus-
sian and Ukrainian identitye But

Continued on Page AS

Kyiv Would Pledge Neutrality if West
Guarantees Its Protection

By ANTON TROTANOVSKI

ISTANBUL — The first signs of
significant progress in peace talks
berween  Russia  and  Ukraine
emerged on Tuesday, but there
was no hint of an imminent end o
the suffering. with Russia appear-
ing determined o caplure maore
territory in eastern Ukraine and
officials predicting that weeks of
further negotiation were needed,

After three hours of talks in Is-
tanhul, Ukrainian officials sai
their country was ready to declare
itself permanently neutral — for-
saking the prospect of joining
MATO, a key Russian demand —
and discuss Russian territorial
claims in exchange for “security
guarantees” from a group of other
nations. An aide to Ukraine’s pres-
ident called the Russian dele;
tion “comstructive.” while Rus
=said it would “drastically™ scale
back its military activi alound
Kyiv to “increase mutual
a's staternent that it wi
the fighting around
Kyiv — even as it keeps puundlng
other parts of Ukraine — may
little more than putting a p-D!.Jl'
Eloss on its military being stymied
in irs attempts 1o seize or encircke
the capital. In recent days,
Ukrainian counteroffensives
around the city have forced back
Russian forces in some of the

fiercest street battles of the war
though they remain within strik-
ing distance of Kyiv.

MNow, Russian officlals sald, the
goal will be 1o take More terrinory
in Ukraine's eastern Donbas re-
gion, where Russia has installed
two separatist statelets that Presi-
dent Viadimir V. Putin recognized
last month as independent, but
that no other nation has formally
acknowledged.

Western officials and secu
analysts cautioned against tak mg
at face value Russia's statements
about its aims in Kyiv or else-
where.

President Biden said he would
not drasw any conclusions about
Russia’s intentions “until 1 see
what their actions are™ Speaking
after a White House meeting with
the prime minister of Singapore,
Mr Biden added, “We'll see if they
follow through with what they are
suggesting.”

n the meantime,” Mr Biden
sald, “we're going to continue to
keep strong the sanctions and will
continue to provide the Ukrainian
military with the capacity to de-
fend themse

Secretary of State Antony I
Blinken, on a diplomatic trip to
Morocco, told reporters, “There is

Continued on Page AS

Germany Shifts Foreign Policy,
And the Power Shifts to Women

By KATRIN BENNHOLD and STEVEN ERLANGER

BERLIN — It was Chancellor
Maf Scholz wha, three days after
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,
broke with Germanys postwar
pacifism, vowing to give his coun-
Lry Lhe Necessary resources and
muscle to lead on security matters
in Europe.

Those now tasked with carry-
ing out that change — the biggest
foreign-policy shift in Germany
since World War 1T — are women.

Defense  Minister  Christine
Lambrecht, who is in Washington
this week, is overseeing a re-
armament program of 100 billion
euras, about $110 billion, for the
German military. Annalena Baer-
bock, the foreign minister, is de-
wvising Germany first mational
security  strategy. And  Nancy
Faeser, in charge of homeland se-
:'urlt!'. is organizing the welcome
for el of thousands of
L.krdmlan refugees.

Aswarrages in Ukraine, a mere
10-hour drive from Berlin, it is the
first time that Germany has all
three national security positions
filled by women, putting them on
the frontline of both a cultural and
a strategic revolution in  their
country.

“Security lies in the hands of
strong women in this govern-
ment” Mr. Scholz, 63, said when
he presented his cabinet to the
country in November the first
featuring 45 Many Wmen as men.
The shifi would have been mo-
mentous at any time, but is now
notable as Germany
aces its biggest security eri
ce the Cold War: the Russi
aggression in Ukraine that has an-
settled Europe and jolted the
NATO alliance to attention.

Mr Scholz's conservative pred-

Continued on Page A5

A Coal Miner at 8 Years Old
Desperate for cash, Afghans of all ages labor in Baghlan's dark and dangerous mines. Page A12.
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Evidence Grows

This aorticle is by Alan Fewer, Mi-
chael 5. Schmidt and Luke Brooad-
water,

Federal prosecutors and con-
gressional  investigators  hawve
gathered growing evidence of
how a tweet by President Donald
A Trump less than three weeks be-
fore Jan. 6, 2021, served as a cru-
cial call to action for exiremist
groups that played a central role

That Dec. 19 Trump Tweet Paved Way for Jan. 6

in storming the Capitol.

Mr Trump's Twitter post in the
early hours of Dec, 19, 2020, was
the first time he publicly urged
SUPPOTEErs to come to Washington
on the day Congress was sched-
uled to certify the Electoral Col-
lege results showing Joseph B, Bi-
den Jr. as the winner of the presi-
dential vote, His message —
which concluded with, “Be there,
will be wild!™ — has long been

A Call to ‘Be There’ Led
Extremists to Plan

seen as instrumental in drawing
the crowds that attended a pro-
Trump rally on the Ellipse on Jan.
6 and then marched to the Capitel,

But the Justice Department's
criminal investigation of the rlot

and the parallel inquiry by the
House select committee increas-
ingly show how Mr Trump's post
was a powerful catal; particu-
larly for far-right militants who
believed he was facing his final
chance to reverse defeat and
whose role in fomenting the vio-
lence has come under intense
scruting.
Extremist groups almost imme-

Continued on Page Al19

Two Industries Stymie Justice
For Lead Paint’s Young Victims

By ELLEN GABLER

When Selena Wiley signed the
lease for an older rental home
South Bend., Ind.. she asked the
properiy  manager about lead
paint and was assured the house
was safe.

But in November 2018, almost
two years after moving in with her
partner and three children, Ms.
Wiley noticed that their 2-vear-
old's appetite had vanished and

his constant chattering  had
stopped.

A doctor soon discovered that
the boy, Joevonne, known as JJ.
had lead poisoning. The level was
sohigh that he immediately bezan
a 19-day treatment to help rid his
body of the toxin, which can cause
irreversible damage to a childs
brain  and Nervous sSystem. A
health inspector soon found lead
paint and dust throughout the
family’s rental home.

As JI faces an uncertain fu-
ture, no one has been held respon-
sible s0 far — the firm that owns
the home protected its assets ina
tangle of limited liability compa-
nies, and the property insurer ex-
cluded lead from its coverage.
These practices are now the norm
across the United States, The New
York Times has found, part of a
decades-long  campaign by the
real estate and insurance indus-
tries vo shield themselves from |
ability in lead-poisoning cases.
The effort has helped allow what
is often considered a problem of
the past to remain a silent epi-

R Tia
Selena Wiley and her son .1,
who was exposed to lead paint
in an Indiana rental home.

WEW VORE TIMES

demic today.

Although lead poisoni
creazed substantially since the
late 19705 as a result of regulatory
actions and public health initia-
tives, about 500,000 children un-
der 6 have elevated blood lead lev-
els in the United Staves and are at
riskof harm. The issue has only in-
tensified in the era of Covid-19:
Rental inspections lagged, expo-
sure increased as people spent
maore time at home and testing of
children fell by 50 percent at tmes
in 2020,

Continued on Page Al4

INTERNATIONAL A4-12
Palestinian Gunman Kills 5

The attack near Tel Aviv hrought the
number of people killed in the past two
weeks to 11, making it one of the deadli-
PAGE All

est periods in Isracl in years.
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A Megachurch Diminished
A series of crises, including its leader's
resignation, has led the evangelical

powerhouse Hillzong 1o shed

LS. churches in a few weeks.

FOOD D8
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Cooking in Community College
Many culinary schools closed down
during the pandemic. But excellent
insrrection is available elsewhere,
usually at a much lower price.

OBITUARIES B10-11
Sensation in Softball and More

PAGE DI

OFINION A24-25

Roxane Gay PAGE A25
Jnan Joyee, whose pitching feats includ-
ed striking out Ted Williams and Hank ||| || ||I ”l” | II||| |||I|I
Aaron, also excelled in baskerhall, wal-
levball and golf. She was 81. PAGE B} 2546720 9
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ussia’s offer met with suspicion

airstrikes that he survived.

Photograpns by MARCUS YAM Los Angeles Times
OLEG SUPEREKA has guard duty at the regional administration building in Kharkiv, Ukraine. Fle is undaunted by the Russian
f someone attacks us, as recent events show, we unite and fight back,” said the citizen-turned-soldier.

PORTRATIT OF A SOLDIER

Guard in Kharkiv returns to duty after each airstrike, to ‘defend our country’

By Marcus ¥an
AND Laura KING

HEHARKIV. Ukraine — In
awar that has upended mil-
lons of lives, killed thou-
sands of people and un-
leashed almost unfathom-
able destruction ACTOSS
Ukraine, a country of 44 mil-
lion, he's only one soldier.

Omne marn. in one particu-
lar place — a place that was
bombed three separate
times.

What citizen-turned-sol-
dier Oleg Supercka experi-
enced this month as he
stood guard over the re-
gional administration build-
ing in the northeastern city
of Kharkiv is extracrdinary
— yel in the surreal context
of this war, almost banal.

With Russian troops
training battlefield weap-

THE REGIONAL administration building is among hundreds of structures

onry on (‘:ll..l% and towns
ACross
and noncombatants alike
have found themselves en-
during close-range encoun-
ters with heavy armaments
designed to pulverize mili-
tary targeis and level large
Infrastructure.

Some
many do mot.

"We want to defend our
country,
sion,” said Supereka, 53, who
worked as a portrait photog-
rapher before the war.

‘The portrait he sees daily
now is the face of a beloved
city disfigured. More than
G600 buildings in Kharkiv,
Ukraine's
metropolis, were destroyed
in the three weeks ending in
mid-March, the city’s mayor

e, combatants

people  survive;

after each explo-

second-largest

reported, and  hundreds

in Kharkiv, Ukraine’'s second-largest city, destroved by Russian forces.

more have been hit since.

[Ses Soldier, A6]

Even the drinks

at peace talks are
distrusted, let alone
idea of a pullback.

BY PATRICHE J.
McocDONNELL,

JAWEED KHALEEM

AND TRACY WILKEINSON

LVIV. Ukraine — Russian
negotiators Tuesday offered
to pull back attacks on the
Ukrainian capital, Kyiv. ina
step toward ending the war
between the two nations,
but I8, and Western offi-
cials remained skeptical of
Moscow's true intentions.

The offer came as Rus-
sian and Ukrainian officials
held a new round of t
and Ukrainian forces contin-
ued to mount flerce resist-
ance in northern parts of
the country against a relent-
less campalign of Russian
shelling and missile attacks
that has destroyed residen-
tial neighborhoods, hospi-
tals and fuel storage depots,

But rather than ending
the war, it seemed more
likely that Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin was
merely shifting focus to the
eastern and southern parts
of Ukraine, where his forces
have moved deeper Into the
separatist Donbas region
and battered the coastal
town of Mariupol.

“There is what Ruassia
says and there is what Rus-
sia does." Becretary of State
Antony  J. Blinken said.
“We're focused on the latter,
and what Russia is doing is
the continued brutalization
of Ukraine and its people,
and that continues as we
speak.”

In Tuesday's talks, held
in Istanbul, Ukraine also
suggested it would accept a
position of “neutrality” —
giving up its aspiration to
Join NATO — as long as
other outside entities, such
as the European Union,
guarantee its security. The

[See Ukraine, A4]

NEWS ANALYSIS

New era
1N war
crimes
tracking

Activision settles U.S.
harassment, bias case

Game maker resolves
suit by setting aside
F18 million for victims.
State agency objects.

By Sam DEAN
AND BRIAN CONTRERAS

Activision Blizzard
agreed Lo set up an $18-mil-
lion fund for employees who
experienced sexual harass-
ment  or  discrimination,
pregnancy discrimination
or retaliation as part of a set-
tlement with a federal em-
Pployment agency Tuesdagy.

The  consent decree,
which a federal judge saild
she intended to sign after a

hearing Tuesday., comes in
response Lo a lawsuit filed
against the Santa Moniesvi-
deo  game company in
September by the Eqgual
Employment Opportunity
Commission, which alleged
that Activision employees
were subject to “severe”™ and
“pervasive” sexual harass-

ment in the workplace.
Anyone who worked at
the company alter Septem-
ber 2018 and believes that
they were subject to harass-
ment, discerimination or re-
taliation will be eligible to
apply for a share of the cash
payout. The company offi-
cially denied all wrongdoing
as part of the settlement,
which also included reguire-
[See Activision, A13]

Biden signs
anti-lynching law
A century after it was
introduced, a proposal to
make the act a federal
orime finally becomes
reality. NATION, AS

Rule on assisted
suicide broadens
Oregon will no longer
limit. the medically aided
ure to state resi-
denta. TATTON, ALK

Sheriff denies
role in cover-up
WVillanueva says aides
tried to conceal case of a
deputy who knelt on an
inmate. CALIFORNIA, B1
"i."eni:hﬂr

Partly su
LA, Ba.am B8/54. B&

TR,

A WOMAN gots a COVID-18 vaccination at Union Station in Laos

FREDERIC J. BROWN AFF/Gelly Imoges

eles.

The CIMC on Tuesday authorized a second booster shot for those age B0 and up.

Second boosters approved
as BA.2 becomes dominant

By LUKE MONEY AND
RoNG-GoNG Low I1

‘The highly contagious
BAZ Omicron subvariant is
now the dominant version of
the coronavirus in the U.S.,
including the West Coast —
a development that added
urgency to federal author-
ities’ decision Tuesday to al-
low a second vaccine booster
shot for those age 50 and up.

‘The Los Angeles County

Where to get shots
in L.A. County

Sewveral government-run
sites will begin offering
second boosters Wednes-
day. CALIFORNIA, B2

Department of Public
Health will be ready to offer
second booster shots to
those in that age group
starting Wednesday, at

seven clinics.

An additional shot “is es-
pecially important for those
85 and older, and those 50
and older with underlying
medical conditions  that
increase their risk for severe
disease from COVID-I8, as
they are the most likely to
benefit from receiving an ad-
ditional booster dose at this
time,” Dr. Rochelle Walen-
sky, director of the U.S. Cen-
ters for Disease Control and

[See Booster, A10]

Fridence of possible
Russian complicity in
Ukraine is being
collected in real time.

By TRACY WILKINSON

WASHINGTON — With
rare speed, the 1.5, govern-
ment has determined that
Russian forces are commit-
ting war crimes as they at-
tempt to bombard Ukraine
into submission, a brutal on-
slaught that has displaced
millions and probably killed
thousands of clvilians.

But even after egregious
actions, war crimes prosecu-
tions are methodical en-
deavors that can last for
more than a decade before
perpetrators are brought to
Justice — if they ever are.

Something different,
though, is occurring with
Ukraine, legal and human
rights experts say. Thanks
to smartphones, social me-
dia and the publicity savwvy
and pointed eagerness of
Ukrainian officials, evidence
ofpotent war crimes is be-
ing compiled even as they
unfold.

“It's all happening in real
time,” said Jane E. Strom-
seth, a professor of interna-
tional law and human rights
at Georgetown University,
who previously worked on
global justice for the State
Department.

This will allow investiga-
tors to build cases more rap-
idly than in previous thea-
ters of war crimes, such as
the Balkans or Sudan or

[See Crimes, AG]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Delta Air Lines offers a peek at its new $1.9-billion LAX terminal. A12
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Wesl wary as peace talks raise hopes

Logs show
7-hour gap
in Trump’s
Jan. 6 call

House panel investigales
if it got full records and
if he used back channels

BY BoB WoOoDwaRD
AND ROBERT COSTA

Internal White House records
from the day of the attack on the
L5, Capitol that were turned
over to the House select commit-
tew show a gap in President
Donald Trumps phone logs of
seven hours and 37 minutes,
including the period when the
building was being violently as-
saulted, according o documents
obtained by The Washington
Post and CBS News.

The lack of an official White
House notation of any  calls
placed to or by Trump for 457
minutes on Jan. &, 2021 — from
11:17 s, to §:54 pom,. — means
the committes has no record of
his phone conversations as his
supporters  descended on the
Capitol, battled overwhelmed
police and forcibly entered the
building, prompting lawmakers
and Vice President Mike Pence to
flee for safery.

The 11 pages of records, which
consist of the president’s official
daily diary and the White House
switchboard  call logs, were
turmed over by the Mational Ar-
chives earlier this year to the
House select committes investi-
gating the Jan. & attack.

‘he records show that Tromp
was active on the phone for part
of the day, documenting conver-
sations that he had with at least
eight people in the morning and
11 people that evening. The sev-
en-hour gap also stands in stark
contrast to the extensive public
reporting about phone conversa-
thons he had with allies during
the attack, such as a call Trump
made to Sen. Mike Lee (R-Utah)
— seeking to talk to Sen. Tommmy
Tuberville (R-Alay — and a
phone conversation he had with
House Minority Leader Kevin

McCarthy (R-Calif.).
The House committee iz now
SEE LOGS 0N ALO

Call for lenience: ludgs comtends
some rioters shouldn't 2o to jail. Bl

Yandemic adds

BY SUDARSAN BRAGHAVAN

EYIV, UERAINE — The suspected
Russian missile hit the tall apart-
ment building, engulfing it in
flames and smoke. Tt killed at
least four people, including elder-
Iy residents, and shattered the
lives of o close-knit community,
For lawmaker k=il Gon-
charenko, the tragedy was yet
another example of potential
Russian war crimes.

“They are just hitting residen-
tial buildings in these areas” said
the Ukrainian parliament mem-
ber, who arrived at the scene
shortly after the esplosion two
weeks ago. “You can walk around,
wou will not find any military
targets, or any military people.
This is just terror™

¥et a few minutes later, the
whooshing sound of Ukrainian
rockets fired from a multiple
rocket launcher startled resi-
dents staring blankly at their
destroyed homes. Then, ancther
outgoing barrage. The weapons
seemed to be nearby, perhaps a

parallel perils

Democracy Dies in Darkness

TOP: miy\‘nnev;dﬂshome am‘.lmm on I.heom_ﬂu.rlsuﬂ
Brovary, & suburb of Kyiv, were heavily damaged in fighting
between Bussian forces and the Ukrainian military, which
has deployed wevaponry n civilian areas. ABOVE: A woman
passes a an military vehicle in Brovary,

7 days in Chernihiv: A man details e in a city under siege. ALS
Berlin dilemma: Germany is wany of 2 ban on Russisn enengy, A20

Okd-school deterrent: The LS. has long kept nukes in Europe. C1

for chronically ill

Millions struggle to get medical supplies amid global shortages caused by the crisis

BY KATIE SHEPHERD

Crystal Evans lives in constant
fear that bacteria will grow inside
the silicone tube that connects
her windpipe to the ventilator
that pumps air into her lungs.

Before the pandemic, the 40-
vear-old with a p ive meu-
romuscular disease followed a
fastidious routine: She carefully
changed the plastic circuits that
carry air from the ventilator five
tinees each month to keep them
sterile. She also swapped out the
silicone tracheotomy tube several
timees a month.

Mow, though, those tasks have
gotten infinitely harder A short-
age of mmedi e silicome and
plastic used for the tubing means
she must make do with just cne
mew circuit each month. Sinee run-
mingout of new trachestomy tubes
early last month, Evans boils what-
ever she has to sterilize it before
meusing, takes antibiotics to kill

SEE VIRUS ON AT

Second booster: FDA authaorzed
the shot for people 50 and older. &G

ATIAM GLAMZMAN FOR THE WASHIRGTDR PO

Crystal Evans sits Feb. 7 at home in Braintree, Mass. Since running out of new trachecstomy tubes,
the 40-year-old with a progressive neurcmuscular disease has resorted to boiling her equipment.
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add to the danger

few streets away, certainly well
inside the capital

Increasingly, Ukrainians are
confronting an uncomfortable
trath: The military’s understand-
able impulse to defend against
Buszian attacks could bhe pu =
civilians in the crosshairs. Virtu-
ally every neighborhood in most
cities has come  militarized,
some more than others, making
them potential tamgets for Bus-
sian forces trying to take out
Lkralmaﬂ defenses.
am very reluctant to suggest
that Ukraine is responsible for
civilian casnalties, because
Ukraine is fighting to defend its
country from an aggressor” said
William Schabas, an internation-
al law professor st Middlesex
University in London. “But to the
extent that Ukraine brings the
battlefickd to the civilian neigh-
borhoods, it increases the danger
o clvilians™

Ukraine's cities — and civilian
areas — have become the crucible
of the war, where an intense

SEE CIVILIANS ON A6

Covid mental cris
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RUSSIA PLEDGES
TO EASE ATTACKS

Ukraine would forgo
NATO bid for sec

BY Kanees Fanmw,
Davin L. STERN,
Dan LAMOTHE
AND ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN

ISTAMBUL — Ukrainian negotia-
tors in Turkey sabd Tuesday they
had  offered a detailed  peace
proposal to their Russian coun-
terparts, exchanging military
neutrality for security guaran-
tees, as Mosecow said it would
“drastically reduce™ military ac-
¥ near the Ukrainian cities of
Eyiv and Chernihiv “to increase
mutual trust and create the nec-
e=sary conditions for further ne-

gotiations™
The declarations signaled a
rare moment of optimism nearly
five weeks into the bloody inva-
skon. But ULS. and other Western
feaders were skeptical, saying
they would judge Russia by its
actlons and not its words. Penta-
gon spokesman John Eirby said
SEE UKRAINE 0N A18

War is rallying
extremists
to both sides

BY Isaac STANLEY BECKER
AND SOUAD MEKHENMNET

BERLIN — The graphic clrculated
by the neo-Mazi party shows two
ArTRS in a handshake,
framed by a heading in capital
In:lttns' “Mationalists help nation-
alists
“Accommodations wanted for
Ukrainian nationalists!™ the Ger-
man group wrote on the Telegram
messaging app, saying, “During
the fighting in Ukraine, national-
ists are at the forefront.™
Europes largest land war since
1945 has brought nationalist pas-
sions back with a vengeance. In
launching his assault, Russian
Fresident Viadimir Putin invoked
ethno-nationalist principles of
bood and culture, denying the
existence of an  independent
Ukraine. Leaders in Kyiv, re-
sponding to the aggression, have
SEE EXTREMISTS ON 19

s ends

in tragedy for Va. family

A grandmother is killed
after taking in a troubled
relative oul of options

BY JUSTIN JOUVENAL

WINCHESTER, VA. — Fastor Bran-
dan Thomas had just stepped
away from the homeless shelter
he rans when his buzzring phone
sigmaled another mental health
crisis.

That week in late August he
had already sought help for one
resident who suffered a psychotic
break so severe she could not
remember her name, amd another
who bit his own arm and swal-
lowed a bottle of pills.

Mow, texts were telling Thomas
his most challenging client was
out of contral. He raced back to
find David Austin Rowe pacing
the shelter. The I8-year-old
threatened to shoot one staffer,
Thomas said, and to choke an-
other. He rambled about blowing

COMTENT 0 38
Tiw Masbingian Poss T

up the Winchester Rescue Mis-
shom_

The pandemic has sparked a
second epidemic of despair, and
the mission is on the front lines.
Death and isolation associated
with the coronavims created an
uptick in people needing counsel-
ing, while degrading the ability of
the mental health system to pro-
vide it

Nommally, 40 percent of the
mission's residents have a diag-
nosed mental illness, but that
number shot to 90 percent at
times over the last six months.
Virginia's hospitals were strug-
gling to fnd beds for the mentally
ill amid a surge in patients and a
staffing shortage exacerbated by
the pandemic. Problems in the
state mirrored those naticmadde.

Rowe, who saffers such pro-
found autism and mental illness
that he had been inthe care of the
local county sinee age 11, had a
history of violent outbursts. On
that August day, Thomas desper-
ately tried to get Rowe an emer-
gency hospital commitment but

SEE ROWE ON A24
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espectaculos

Jada Pinkett-Smith, ante
la bofetada que est:i en
boca de todo el mundo

Lamujer de Will Smith dijo que se encuentra

enunaetapade “sanacion”,

sociedad

POR PRIMERA VEZ HAY
VACUNAS CONTRA LA
GRIPE ANTIALERGICAS

Es una nueva generacion de firmacos
sustentables; comenzad la campaia

de inmunizacion, en medio de una suba
prematura de influenza HINZ Pagina 22

LITERATURA PARA
HABLAR DE MALVINAS
CONLOS CHICOS

cultura

A 40 afios de la guerra, hay distintas
propuesias, desde cuentos hasta relatos de
no ficcidn, para abordar esa historia con
niftosy adolescentes. Pagina 24
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Cristina no logro los votos
para cambiar el organismo
que designa a los jueces

senaDO. El oficialismo suspendid la sesion que iba a reformar el Consejo de la Magistratura

El kirchnerismo debid suspender
ayer la sesidon del Senado en la que
hoy iba a tratarse el proyecto de ley
de reforma del Consejo de la Ma-
gistratura, elaborado por el Poder
Ejecutivo después de que la Corte
Suprema de Justicia declarara in-
constitucionalla integracidn del or-

ganismo que selecciona y sanciona
alos jueces.

La causa del retraso es la negati-
vadel senador Alberto Weretilneck
(Juntos Somos Rio Negro) a acom-
pafiar la iniciativa del Poder Ejecu-
tivosi no le aceptan algunas de sus
propuestas, Sin suapoyo, el Frente

de Todos no alcanza a reunir los 37
votos (mayoria absoluta) que exige
la Constitucién para reformar la
ley del Consejo de la Magistratura.
De fondo, la postergacion confirma
que Cristina Kirchnerya nodispone
de una “mayoria automdtica” en el
Senado. Pagina 13

Fernandez critico
el “internismo” v
pidio didlogo

Jaime Rosemberg

Paginal2

Por el VAR, a la seleccion se
le escapé el triunfo al final

— o -

deportes

. e . - - -
El ecuatoriano Estupifidn intenta frenar a Messi en un partido que terminé con un penal decretado por el VAR

Justo cuando desde mafiana el VAR entrard en escena en el tormeo argentino,
latecnologia aparecid en el final del partido de la seleccidn ¥ le permitic a Ecuador empatar
1-1, de penal, en Guayaquil. Igual, el equipo de Scaloni alcanzd el invicto de 21 partidos.

FRANKLIN JACOMEGETTY

-

Luisa Corradini
CORRESPONSAL EN FRANCLA

PARIS.— Después de padecer la
contraofensiva ucraniana en el
sury el oeste del pais que obligd
a sus fuerzas a replegarse, Rusia
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Rusia anuncia la “desescalada” sobre Kiev

Escéptico, Occidente dijo que las tropas rusas realizaron un “reposicionamiento” v no una retirada

anuncio ayer que reducira “radi-
calmente” su actividad militar en
las regiones de Kievy Techerniguiv.
La declaracion fue recibida con
escepticismo por los occidenta-
les, decididos a esperar hasta que
el Kremlin “cumpla con sus pala-

bras”. En Estambul, los resultados
de la nueva ronda de negociacio-
nes ruso-ucranianas fueron cali-
ficados de“sustanciales” por Mos-
cuy “positivos” por el gobiernode
Volodimir Zelensky. El Pentdgono
verificd un movimiento de unida-

des terrestres rusas en zonas cer-
canas a la capital ucraniana, pero
lo califict como “un reposiciona-
miiento” y no oomo una retirada, lo
quellevdalaCasaBlancaa“dudar
delareal seriedad” delanunciodel
Kremlin. Contimia enla pagina 2

Redes: fuerte
polémica
por una
iniciativa del
Gobierno

COMUNICACION. Beliz
difundic una propuesta
que se interpreto como
un intento de regulacidn

El Gobierno generd ayer una
fuerte polémica al difundir una
iniciativasobreelusodelas redes
sociales. En el marcodel Consejo
Econdmicoy Social, el secretario
de Asuntos Estratégicos, Gustavo
Beliz, hablo de “profundizar los
lincamientos centrales del uso
de las redes sociales para el bien
comun”, lo que fue interpretado
por la oposicidn ¥ organisimos
de libertad de expresion como
un intento de regulacion. Desde
el Gobierno tuvieron que salir a
aclarar que el objetivo de la pro-
puesta no es generar un proyecto
de ley para establecer pautas de
funcionamiento. Paginalo

EL ANALISIS
Pescando para

perseguir
Vv castigar

Joagquin Morales Sold

LA NACION

uede ser un capitulo mas
P del largorelato kirchneris-

ta. O puede ser un sintoma
dela desesperacion de la faccion
politica gobernante para hacerse
dealgunos dolares, cuandoya ni
siquiera sabe si tendrd recursos
para comprar el gas que se ne-
cesitard en el invierno cercano.
Continia enla pagina 14

Se agudiza la
falta de bienes
por la escasez
de dolares

IMPORTADOS. Ceramicas,
neumaticos, iractores y
electrodomédsticos son
algunos ejemplos. Pagina 19
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Elifas Andreato em langa-
mento de livro em 2018

Iustrada C7

Morre Elifas
Andreato

Autor de capas de discos
marcantes de arristas da
MPB, como Chico Buargue
e Elis Regina, oilustradore
artista grafico Elifas Andre-
ato morreu por complica-
goes de um infarto, aos 76.

Ilustrada C5
Robert Duvall
recusou ‘O Poderoso
Chefao - Parte 3' por
'‘questio de grana’

Esporte B10

Sem pontuar, Real
Madrid mantém
lideranga no Ranking
Folha Mundial 2021

Esporte El1l
Portugal se classifica,
e Cristiano Ronaldo
ira para sua quinta
Copa do Mundo
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Russia anuncia ‘reducao
drastica’ de ataques a Kiev

Putin e Zelenski dissimulam metas para alegar éxito; Turguia surge de mediadora

A Riussia anunciou a primei-
ra diminuicio, sem motiva-
cao humanitiria, de atagques
desde o comego daguerrana
Ucrania. A pasta da Defesa

alou em “reduzir drastica-
mente a atividade militar em
omo de Kiev e Tchernihiv®

Auxilio alcanca 23%
da populagio, mas
valor é criticado
Principal programa fede-
ral de transferéncia de ren-
da, o Auxilio Brasil alcanca
quase um quarto da popu-
lacdo (23%), masa maioria
dos beneficidrios (68%)
considera insuficientes os
valores pagos, diz pesqui-
sa Datafolha. Mercado a1z

A justificativa oficial € faci-
litar as negociactes que re-
comecaram em Istambul,
com a presenca do presiden-
te mrco, Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan. Mas a medida tam-
bém daria tempo ao Kremlin
para adaptar seu discurso.

Atrito com governo
deve seguir com
Pires na Petrobras

Executivos do mercado de
combustiveis afirmam que
achegada de Adriano Pires
a Perrobras nao vai mudar
os atritos com o Planalto.
O novocomandante da es-
tatal deve mantera politi-
ca de pre¢os, mas estuda
CcOmMpensacies. MercadoAls

AMNALISE Ranier Bragon
Trocas na petroleira e no MEC tém mesma
motivacdo: evitar corrosio eleitoral ae

Um em 4 brasileiros considera
comida em casa insuficiente

Pesquisa realizada pelo Datafolha aponta que 24% dos
entrevistados consideram insuficiente a quantidade de
comida de gue dispdem em casa. Inseguranca alimentar
€& mais aguda no Nordeste e entre desempregados. s

EDITORIAIS A2

A moda de Bolsonaro

Sobre as trocas de coman-
dono MEC e na Petrobras.

Faz de conta no Ibama

Acercadeatrasonaaplica-
cio de multas ambientais.

O ministro russo da De-
fesa, Serguei Chogu, disse
que o “objetivo principal” da
ofensiva ¢ a “libertacao do
Donbass”, no leste ucrania-
no —o que desviaria o foco
dos erros militares em Kiev
e outros pontos de batalha.

Helena Mader, em seu laboratdrio na Unifesp eduswo keapp/Fothaprass

O presidente da Ucrinia,
Volodimir Zelenski, também
tem alternado suas posigoes.
Deuwm lado, faz cobranga por
armas ao Ocidente; de ou-
tro, declara gue pode acei-
tar a neutralidade exigida
por Mosoow. Mundo A0

R% 5,00

Ministro do
TSE revoga
censura ao
Lollapalooza

QO ministro do TSE Raul
Araiijo, que censurou o fies-
tival Lollapalooza a pedido
do PL, partido de Jair Bol-
sonaro, derrubou sua pri-
pria liminar na noite de se-
gunda. Ele acolheu repre-
sentagao em que a legen-
da desistia da agiio, apos
repercussac negativa, in-
clusive de colegas do tri-
bunal eleitoral. Politiea s

Sistema eleitoral
faz vista grossa
para campanhas

Politica Ad ¢ AS

Corrupcdo vai
crescer, dizem 53%
dos brasileiros

A percepeiio de crescimen-
to da corrupgio no pa-
is registrou um salto de
36% para 53% nosilimos
trés meses, segundo pes-
quisa Darafolha realizada
na semana passada. Para
17% dos brasileiros, os ca-
sosvao diminuir. Politica A7

A pandemia em 29.mar
Dados das 200

POPULACAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil

s, 84,0%

pEseaR T 74,6%

Dose de refangs 35'6%

ESTAGIO DA DOEMNCA

Gbitos

Média mével Em2ah

282

217 b a3,0%" ot
] 655.234

Casos -l -31,08° (desacelerada)

“wariagho em relacho a 14 dias

ENTREVISTA

Helena Nader
Ciéncia e educacio
precisam ser
politica de Estado
Professora da Unifesp, a bi-
omédica Helena Nader foi
eleita presidente da Acade-
mia Brasileira de Ciénci-
as, primeira mulher a ocu-
par o Cargo nos 106 anos
da instituicio. "Nao pode
ser construida a educacio
com cor politico-partida-
ria, isso € um desastre”,
afirma & Folha. ciénciaBe

Doria afirma ter
ordenado remogio
da nova cracolandia

Cotidiano Bl

ATMOSFERA

S2o Paulo haje
31 |
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Tirantez en el marco de las negociaciones por el precio de la tarifa

Brasil presiona para restar al
Paraguay heneficios en Itaipi

Autoridades nacionales de la binacional sefialaron que los brasilefios quisieron revisar el
acuerdo que da prioridad a los paraguayos sobre los excedentes de energia de la hidroeléctrica.
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Revisidn factura por factura
DNCP plantea control
exhaustivo de gastos en
Gobernacion del Guaira
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Tributacion recomendo el rechazo de la normativa La estatal sostiene que la empresa incumplio el contrato
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La dette publique, grande
oubliée de la campagne

L'endettement de la France atteint un sommet de 2 813 milliards d’euros, soit I'un des taux les
plus élevés d’Europe. Mais le sujet n'est pratiquement jamais évoqué dans le débat public.

Grice au fort rebond de la
croissance économigque, le
taux  d'endettement de la
France 5'est légerement amé-

ner a 112,9 % du PIB., Mais ce
dynamisme de "activite doit
beaucoup 4 une dépense pu-
blique qui ne cesse d’augmen-

de dette trés éleve en valeur
absolue (2813 milliards
d'eurns). La France est, avec
les pays meéditerranéens, le

lioré I'an dernier, pout termi

< BRUNO CAVALIER : « LA SITUATION APPELLE A UNE GRANDE VIGILANCE » - L'IMPACT DE L'INFLATION SUR LE DESENDET TEMENT DU PAYS

ter et qui entretient un niveaw

mauvais éleve de

= LES FICELLES DES CANDIDATS POUR FINANCER LEUR PROJET PAGES 20, 21 ET LEDITORIAL

I"Europe

concernant la gestion de ses
comptes. La question des fi-
nances publiques n'est que
tres peu présente dans la cam-
pagne. Le programme J'Em

manuel Macron ne 1'évoque
quasiment pas et la majorite
de ses opposants présentent
des mesures dont la plupart ne
sont pas jugées crédibles.

l'e confinement de Shanghai
marque I'echec de lastratégie

a

Lantixcovididela chine s
: S

Pour tenter d’enrayer la propagation du variant Omicron, les autorités ont décidé de cloitrer la mégalopole de
25 millions d'habitants. Une méthode brutale qui commence 4 étre critiguée sur les réseaux sociaux du pays. PAGE I

B3 EDITORIAL ser ceetan e captte gccapeesietgaros
Spirale vertigineuse

, est 1"éléphant dans la piéce
guee touit le monde fait mine
d'ignorer : a douze jours de
Iélection présidentielle,
I'énorme sujet de la dette pu-
bligue brille par son absence dans le débat po-
litique. Les chiffres, pourtant, donnent le
vertige. L'endettement de la France, pris
dans une spirale vertigineuse, a triplé en virgt
ans pour dépasser les 2800 milliards d'euros.
La Cour des comptes, chargeée de surveiller le
bon usage de P'argent public, s'inquicte
ouvertement de cette trajectoire, en passe de
devenir hors de contrale. Depuis un demi
siecle, quelle que soit la meéteo économidgue, la
France vit au-dessus de ses moyens, en dé
pensant systématiquement davantage que ce
qu'elle posséde. Avec la pandémie, puis la
flarmbée des prix de I'énergie, les derniéres
digues ont liché. Au nom de circonstances
exceptionnelles qui le sont de moins en
moins, I'Etat se charge de tout, se substitue &
toant, pake tout, quol gu'il en cotite,
Cette Infantilisation du pays prépare des
lendemains difficiles. Personne, a part Jean-
Lue Mélenchon, ne croit a la fable d"un effa-
cement de la dette. La réalité est qu’avec son
gonflement sans fin et la remontée des taux

d’inrérét, il faudra, a 'avenir, consacrer de
plus en plus de moyens a son rembourse
ment. Et que la générosité publique actuelle,
purement factice, annonce les impdts de
demain.

O cherche en vain, dans la frénésie dépen
sitre des programmes électoraux, ce qui
pourrait interrompre cette fuite en avant.

P oy o Emmanuel Macron

La generosite o son successeur
pub]ique devra pourtant
bien s'y astreindre.

actuelle Car le monde
annonce d'avant, que l'on
. . croyait révolu, re-

les impots vient au galop. Les
de dElTlaln bangques centrales

préparent la fin de
I"argent gratuit & volonté, Les créanciers in
termationaux recommencent i trier les bons
et les mauvais risques. Les Européens s'ap-
prétent a renégocier les regles budgétaires
applicables dans la zone euro, La France, qud
n’a quasiment jamais respecté les précéden-
tes, espére davantage de souplesse et ambi-
tionne méme de convertir ses voising aux
bienfaits de la dette commune, Son lourd
passif ne plaide pas en sa faveur. ®
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Premiers
signaux
positifs dans
la négociation
entre Kiev

et Moscou

Accueillis a Istanbul par le
président ture, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, qui les a exhortés a
stopper la « ragédie »», les né-
gociateurs russes et ukrai-
niens ont fait état hier de
wdiscussions  substantielles »,
Moscou saluant les proposi-
tions «claires» de Kiev sur
une neutralité assortie de ga-
ranties de sécurité, Le chef de
la diplomatie américaine a
toutefois tempéré cet opti-
misme, affirmant douter di
« réel serie » du Kremlin.
PAGES
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citizens who
call Kharkiv's
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Law-breaking in No 10: police
issue first 20 Partygate fines

Johnson faces renewed
pressure after Met takes
action on rule breaches

Peter Walker, Rowena Mason
and Jessica Elgot

Boris Johnson faced a renewed threat
to his position over the Partvgate
scandal yesterday after the police

decision to issue fixed penalties to
20 people for lockdewn breaches
appeared to shatter his claim that
Covid rules were followed in No 10.

The move by the Metropolitan
police was seen as clear-cut con-
firmation of law-breaking at the
heart of government, yet Downing
Street provoked fury and derision by
refusing to accept the fixed-penalty
notices meant the rules had defini-
tively been broken.

On a febrile day, No 10 was also

forced to back down after initially
saying it would not disclose whether
Simon Case, thecabinet secretary and
civil service head, was one of those
issued with a fixed-penalty notice.
With the Met making clear this was
only thefirst tranche of referrals, and
interviews with key figures likely to
take place inthe coming weeks, there
is still a possibility Johnson will be
among those having to pay.

The threat by some Conservative
MFs to depose him has lessened

in recent weeks amid the crisis in
Ukraine, but confirmation of the first
penalties yesterday reignited talk of
apossible challenge. Rebel Tory MPs
who previously organised against
Johnson said they would now renew
effiorts to convince colleagues the PM
had lied to parliament. “They're the
first proof that laws were broken,
despite denials" one said.

Another rebel said that while
the number of open malcontents
remained low, if Johnson was to be

—#

issued with a penalty, the threat of a
no-confidence vote against him could
resurface; “We're perfectly capable of
returning to address thisissue when
it finally concludes.”

Johnson was attempting to shore
up his leadership last night with a
dinner for Tory MPs, but a number
ofthem were declining to attend.

Ministers who attended were
heckled by bereaved families of Covid
victims as they arrived.

Shouts of “shame on you”

Suspicion
as Russia
vows torein
in its forces

JonHenley
Pjotr Sauer
Shaun Walker Kyiv

Russia pledged to drastically cut
back its military activity in northern
Ukraine yesterday to help advance
peace talks, but experts and western
diplomatsexpressed doubtsthat the
offer was more thana ploy todressup
setbacks on the ground.

Russia’s deputy defence minister,
Alexander Fomin, said after talks
in Istanbul that Moscow wanted
ta “increase mutual trust, create
the right conditions for future
negotiations and reach the final aim
of signing a peace deal with Ukraine”,
and that the Kremlin would “radically
reduce military activity in the direc-
tion of Kyiv and Chernihiv®,

However, while Moscow presented
the move as a goodwill gesture, it
came as Russia’s advance appeared
tohavestalled on several fronts, with
the Kremlin's forces thwarted by

stiff Ukrainian resistance,
heavy losses and logistical

L

Andr'given key role at Queen’s tribute to Phlip

Prince Andrew escorted the Queen to Westminster | public appearance since settling the sexual assault
Abbey yesterday and sat in the frontrowastheroyal | case against himraised eyebrows. One former royal
family paid tribute to his father, Prince Philip,who | correspondent said it showed the Queen thought he
died last year. Andrew’s prominentroleonhisfirst | ‘still has arole in family occasions’. News Page 20—

5400_u1165



