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News

Business 25 Finance
e

arclays sald it is buying

back a shug of structured
notes at a loss of about
£501 million after selling
too many of them. The
bank said it is conducting
a review of the matter. AL
* Walmart is ending ciga-
rette sales in some U.S.
stores after years of debate
within the retailer's leader-
ship ranks about the sale
of tobacco products. Bl

# Tesla said it would re-
guest shareholder approwval
for an increase in the num-
ber of the company's shares
to enable a stock split. B1, B4

# FedEx founder Fred
Smith is stepping down as
will hand the role
to operating chief Raj Sub-
ramaniam on June 1. Bl

# Former World Bank chief
Georgieva, who now leads
the IMF, knew about a top
official’s sexual misconduct
but failed to take any ac-
tion, according to current
and former bank staff. A9

* U.5. lawmakers asked
Credit Suisse to hand over
information related to the
bank's compliance with
sanctions over Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine. A7

* U.S. stocks closed
higher in a choppy session,
with the S&P 500, Nasdaq
and Dow adding 0.7%, 1L.3%
and 0.3%, respectively. B10

# The Commerce Depart-
ment said it would investi-
gate whether Chinese solar
producers are illegally cir-
cumwenting solar tariffs. A2

+ HP Inc. agreed to ac-
guire Poly, a maker of
workplace communications
products, for $L7 billion. B4

World- Wide
o

+ Russia and Ukraine pro-
pared to hold cease-fire talks
in Turkey to try to end more
than a month of war while
intense fighting continued,
with Ukrainian forces
pressing to retake territory
north of the capital Kyiv
after Russian forces fired
missiles at several Ukrainian
cities overnight. Al, AG-8
Russian oligarch Roman
Abramovich and Ukrainian
peace negotiators suffered
symptoms of suspected po
soning after a meeting in
Kyiv earlier this month. AL

sed
enforcement in a $5.8 trillion
budget, dowm his pro-
posals for expanding social
rograms in favor of backing
iatives generally favored
by centrist lawmakers. Al, A4

+ A judge said Trump and a
law professor “more likely

# The Justice Department
endorsed legislation for-
bidding large digital plat-
forms from favoring their
own products and services
over competitors’. A3

+ A federal tac

into Hunter Biden, the presi-
dent’s som, is gaining momen-
tum, according to people
familiar with the matter. A5

+ Florida Repuhl.ican Gow.

DeSantis signed into law a

il rEstrJr:tmg hear;'hmg about
and gender

sexual orientation
identity in public schools. AZ

|I|”| ||I|| i
o BSOS 63141 Hl"l |||
4 2022 Dow Janes & Company, inc.
A1 Rights Resenved

M LUKATSEY/ASSOCATED PRES!

Leak Reveals Secret World
Of Pro-Russia Hacking Gang

In a secret chat room ran by a
group of Russian-affiliated cw-
bercriminals, a hacker exqpressed
excitement about a plan to attack
and disable more than 400 U.S.

By Robert McMillan,
Kevin Poulsen
and Dustin Volz

hospitals. “There will be pamnic,™
the hacker wrote, in Russian.

It was 2020, at a severs point
in the pandemic, and tl Eang
planned to hold hostage the
computer systems of the hospi-
tals, many of which were fizht-

ing to sawve Covid-19 patients.
.S, authorities and cvberse-
curity researchers foiled large
parts of the plan, warning hos-
pitals before the hackers' ran-
somware could be installed, but
the hackers shrugged off the
setback, according to a cache of
data and documents leaked on-
line in recent weeks.
hacking enterprise,
called the Trickbot Group by
federal prosecutors, and its affil-
iates had already collected hun-
dreds of millions of dollars by
shutting down  emergency
rooms, city governments and

Suspected Poisoning

Sickened Abramovich

By Yarosiav TrRoFIMOov
AND Max COLCHESTER

Russian oligarch Roma
Abramovich and Ukrainian
peace negotiators  suffered
symptoms of suspected poi-
soning after a meeting in Kyiv
this month, people familiar
with the matter said.

Mr. Abramowich, Ukrainian
lawmaker Rustem Umerow and
another negotiator developed
symptoms following the March
3 meeting in Kyiv that in-
cluded red ewves, constant and
painful tearing, and peeling
skin on their faces and hands,
the people said. Mr, Abramaow-
ich has shuttled between Mos-
cow, Belarus and other negoti-
ating wenues since Russia
invaded Ukraine.

Mr., Abramovich was blinded

A Mayor’s
Tourism Plan:

Risqué Statues

A
inspires giant

ient poltery

replicas in Peru
By Ryan DUBE

MOCHE, Peru—0One Sunday
afternoon this month, Edson
Padilla’s family was wisiting
this country’s archacologically
rich mnorthern coast and
stopped at the latest attrac
tion—a -foot-tall statue of an
ancient man with an oversize
reproductive assemblage.

“Smile,” said Mr. Padilla. a
F0-year-old father of five, as
he took a picture of his
straight-faced daughter beside
the sculpture. “This is defi-
nitely part of our culture.”

It certainly was part of the
local culture—maore than 1,000
years ago. Aiming to bring back
vourists, Moche's mayor tapped

Please turn topage AIG

for a few hours and later had
trouble eating, a person famil-
iar with the matter said.
Some of the people familiar
with the matter blamed the
suspected attack on hard-liners
in Moscow who they said
wanted to sabotage talks to end
the war. A person close to Mr.
Abramovich said it wasn't clear
who had targeted the group.
Mr. Abramovich and others
involved in the incident hawe
since improved, and their lives
aren’t in danger, the people
said. President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky of Ukraine, who has met
with Mr. Abramovich, wasn't af-
fected, they said. Mr. Zelensky's
spokesman said he had no in-
formation about any suspected
poisoning. “T'm fine,” Mr. Um-
eron tweeted on Momday.
Please furn to page AG

public schools since 2018,

“I find it all funny,” wrote a
Trickbot hacker who used the
pseudonym “target,” in a mes-
sage, after the plan was
thwarted, to “stern,” the group's
leader and paymaster.

This wide-open view of the
inner workings of what is per-
haps the worlds biggest and
most dangerous organized cy-
bercrime group is a surprising
consequence of the war in
Ukraine. An anonymous re-
searcher who had infiltrated the
group’s servers, and who identi-
fied himself as Ukrainian,

posted the data on Twitter on
Feb, 27. “Ukraine will Rise!™ he
then wrote in a March 2 tweet.
Security researchers and U.S.
officials say the internal conwer-
sations amount to the most
complete and candid public look
vet at the operations of a crimi-
nal ransomware enterprise. LS.
authorities have been tracking
the Trickbot group, but litthe
was known publicly about its
operations and internal deliber-
ations before the cache of docu
ments surfaced.
More than 200,000 messages
Please turn topage AN

Talks Set
As Kyiv
Presses
To Retake
Ground

Russians, Ukrainians to
meet in Turkey; Biden

says Putin remark was
show of ‘moral outrage’

KYIV, Ukraine—Russia and
Ukraine prepared to hold
cease-fire talks in Turkey to
try to end more than a month
of war while intense fighting
continued, with Ukrainian
forces pressing to retake terri-

By Thomas Grove,
Ewvan Gershkowvich
and Brett Forrest

tory north of the capital Kyiv
after Russian forces fired mis-
siles at seweral Ukrainian cit-
ies overnight.

Russian negotiators were
due to arrive in Istanbul late
on NMonday, followed by a
Ukrainian delegation, Ffor
cease-fire talks scheduled for

Tuesday morning. President
Volodymyr Zelensky af
Ukraine outlined over the

woeekend the conditions under
which Ukraine might accept
neutral status as part of a
peace settlement with Russia,
saying his country could hold
a referendum on neutrality,
but only after Russian occupa-

Please turn to page A8

The Ukraine Crisis

- c-=:|u Suisse probed ower
sanctions compliance . A7

# Internet provider used by
Ukraine military is hit... A8

INSIDE

OSCARS
wWill Smith apologizes
to Chris Rock as

Academy investigates
slapping incident. An

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Walmart is ending
cigarette sales at some
of the retailer's U.S.
stores. B1

Debt-Sale Flub Costs
Barclays $591 Million

By Anna HIRTENSTEIN

Barclays PLC said it is buy-
ing back a slug of structured
notes at a loss of about £450
million, or $591 million, after
selling too many of them.

Structured notes are a type
of debt instrument that is
linked to an underlying refer-
ence such as the S&F 500 or
oil. The British bank had regis-
tered with the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission to
sell up to $20.8 billion of these
notes, It exceeded the limit by
#15.2 billion, the company said.

Barclays said it is conduct-
ing a review of the matter.
Regulators, too, are “conduct-
ing inquiries and making re-
quests for information,™ the
bank said. As a result, the bank
plans to delay the start of its
£1 billion share-buyback pro-
gram to the second quarter.

Barclays shares fell about
4% in London on Monday. The
firm's American depositary re-
ceipts fell 11% in New York.

Expensive flubs are rare in
the world of banking, which is
built upon a web of technol-
oy, policies and procedures
designed to nearly eliminate
the risk of human error. But
mistakes happen.

Citigroup Inc. accidentally
sent $900 million in 2020 to
creditors of cosmetics com-
pany Revlon Inc. Last year, the
UK. arm of Banco Santander
5A mistakenly paid out E130
million into thousands of ran-
dom accounts.

Barclays is known for its
large fixed-income business,
s0 the mistake is especially
surprising. Analysts and inves-
tors struggled to make sense
of the announcement.

“Twe seen a lot of structured
note issuance but I've mever
seen this kind of matter be-
fore,” said Joseph Dickerson,
an equity-research analyst at

Please turn to page A2

# Heard on the Street: Barclays
trips itself up. BE11

President

Proposes

Military Spending
Increase in Budget

By Anars OMEOKWE
AnND ANDREW DUEHREN

WASHINGTON—President
Biden called for the largest-
ever level of military spending
and increased funding for law
enforcement in a $5.8 trillion
budget. playing down his pro-
posals for expanding social
programs in favor of backing
initiatives generally favored by
centrist lawmakers.

The budget, released Mon-
day, also seeks higher taxes on
businesses and the nation's
wealthiest people, part of an
emphasis on reducing the fed-
eral deficit that departs from
last year's budget that Laid out

ambitious spending increases.

The shift comes as much of
Mr. Biden’s agenda has been
stalled in Congress, which ulti-
mately will eraft the govern-
ment’s spending and tax plans.
The Russian invasion of
Ukraine, Mr. Biden's decline in
opinion polls and decades-high
inflation have combined to
pull many Democrats toward
issues they see as better reso-
nating with voters in a mid-
term election year,

“Here's what this all adds
up to: Historic deficit reduc-
tiom, historic investment in our
security at home and abroad
by modernizing our capabilities

Please turn to page Ad
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The Finnish line

Russia’s neighbour has been ready for
conflict for decades —ei6 reAD, PAGE 17

Rocking the boat

Time to change

Hedge funds should resist buying
MosCOW assets — PATRICK JEMKINS, PAGE &

P&O shows UK must be tougher over
worker rights —sarAH 0’CONNOR, PAGE 19

Driven back
Ukraine forces
regain ground

Ukrainian troops drive a captured Rus
stan military vehicle after retaking the
village of Mala Rogan, east of Kharkiw,
yesterday.

Ukmine yesterday claimed that its
forces had also liberated Irpin, 2 strate-
gically important suburb town north of
Kyiv that has been the scene of heavy
fighting since the war began.

Russian forces have failed to make
progress in Kharkiv and in the capital
Kyiv, a sendor US defence official sakd
yesterday, adding that Ukrainkans still
held Mariapol.

Hews & analysls pages 7-3
Helnoken quits Russla page &

Rent woes at Russian offices page 10
Russia bond payments hit page12
Gldeon Rachman page 1%

Biden plans military spending
surge in $5.8tn budget proposal

o 10% boost for Pentagon e Tax crackdown on wealthy & Lower prescription drug costs

EOLBY SMITH AN D
JAHES POLITI — WASHINGTOMN

s preskdent joe Biden has proposed
Increasing the country’s military fund-
g by alimast 10 per cent a8 part of mew
measures to boest the Pentagon's
responseto Russia’s war on Ukradne.

Thebadget aleo incladed & mimimons
tax on the investment income of the
richest Americans as well as restrictions
on share baybacks,

The new proposal on military spend-
Ingunderscores how the Riden adminks-
tration has been forced to prioritise

expand. The jobless pate s expected to
dliprto 56 per cent in 2025 before settling
athts currentlevel of 38 percent.

“It fights inflation and helps families
deal with rising costs by growing our
econosmy, making more goods In Amer-
Ica and lowering the costs families e,

Joe Blden says

T pey for the plan, the blueprint aims
o target the nvestment income of the
wealthlest Americans to help cat the
deficit. it will require housebolds worth
maore than $100mn o pay & minimae
20 per oent tax on all inceme. That ks
forecast to cut the deficit by $360bn In

Briefing

= Shanghai enters extreme lockdown
China's finamcal centre has ushered in tough curbs
that split it in two and blocked links to the rest of
the country, as autharities tackled a wanve of langely
asymptomathc Covid cAses.— PAGE &; LEX. PAGE 10

= Barclays trading ervor delays buyback
The UK bank has put the brakes on its £1bn share
buyback programme as it revealed that it would
Ay customers £450mn for lesses inourred through
its Us structured products business.— pace @

= Credit Suisse quizzed over ol

U5 legislators have asked the Swiss bank for details
om its handling of sinctions against rich Rassians
after it asked imvestors to destroy documents
related to the assets of its wealthdest clients.— pace &

= BlackRock wins $150bn AIG mandate
The U5 insurer has unveiled Ay %
plans i hand over management
of up to $150bn of fixed ncome

and private placement assets in A ROCE
one ofthe biggest ssch m
mandates of its kind — pacs e

» Generali fires challenger ahead of vote
Italy's biggest insurer has dismissed Luciano Cirina,
whn was standing 25 a rival candidate at a crunch

nwestor vole sef for next month, as a battle over the
direction of the company takes a new twist— pace

» Opposition rises to Discovery chiel's pay
Proxy adviser Institutional shareholder Services
has criticised a $247mn package for David Zaskey,
setting up a showdown with investors xs the media
group fmalises its WarnerMedia soquisition — pact &

» Ericsson boss faces investor censure
Activist group Cevian Capital, a blg shareholder in
the Swedish telecoms equipment maker, has added
Its vokce to a move agalnst Borje Ekholm over the
handling of possible payments to lsis — PAcE &

Datawatch

In ether words Enghsh may be

The proposal ks part of a sweeping  mational security even as it triesto push  Biden sxid ina letier to Congress. Tls plan will ithenext decade. W xcf imtermat users who speak larguage  SHWRART imong
45,8t budget plan that inchedes s tax  through the rest of its econombc sgenda, Eiden’s budget seeks to resurrectiniti-  ‘Fight inflation Combined with the other measures % of webses i language Irtommint wwers, "_""
crackdowmon the richest Americans. with high inflation its biggest vulnera-  atives at the heart of a massive soctal  and help outlined in the budget, that total grows Encitsh M——_| 1 1 E’::‘:“'"f"’""

The White House said Biden would  bility heading intomidterm electhons. spending plan that has mun into oppost- — families deal ito S1tm, the administratonsaid. c':e“ = "“""‘":‘
ask Congress to increase spending for In the projections accompanying the  tion from members of his own party,  with rising costs The president alse reiterated his plans Spanish = anins, Exmates
the defence department by $65bninthe  budget, the White House sald the con-  namely Joe Manchin, the moderate by growing our to increase ordinary Income taxes on Al 18 ary raa-quares
coming fiscal year, to a total of $773bmn. sumer price index would drop from its  Democrat from West Virgink. lEaimsto  economy” households earning more than Portuguess B ey

Of this, $6.9bn would be specifically  four-decade-high pace of 7.9 percentto  lower costs for prescription drugs and $400,000 and raising corporate income Franch ™ mat apesk Engliah
earmarked to support Ukraine and 4.7 per cent by the end of this year, other healthcare expenses. tames to 28 percent. Bussian ® cannat socess
“enhance the capabllities and readi-  before halvingto 2.3 per cent next year. Italso calls for Investments to combat Eiden ks also taking aim at share buy- German ¥ 00 e oot of
ness” of the Mato alliance in the region, Mo big fall in growth oremploymentis — climate change and inchudes extra polic- backs by top executives, with a proposal 0 1D 20 30 40 50 60  webmies without

as well as additional fanding to enhance
U “deterrence” in the Indo-Pacific.

Shale industry bottlenecks
foil hopes for cutput surge

Tha Biden admiristraticn’s hopes fhat
shale drillers could open the taps and
rescue drivers Eacing recard petrol
prices have crashed inta the reality of
Industry bottlenacks. A shortage af
wdsanfial labous and equipment as well
a5 the need ta persuade Invesions o
targat growth again means any big
Increase 14 . year sway. A key problem
15 a lack of the sand used in the drilling
process after the pandemic downturn
Bankrughed suppliers and shif mifes.
Info the sand » PACE 10

forecast, with the White House suggest-
Ing that the economy would continue to

Abramovich and Ukraine officials in
suspected poisoning after peace talks

MAX SEDDOM — RIGA
FOM AN OLEARCHYE — KYTV

Roman Abramovich, the billionaire
Russlan owner of Chelsea Football
Club, and twoe Uldrainian officials suf
fered polsoning symptoms in Kyiv in
early March after peace talks with Bus-
sia, according to three people familiar
with the matter,

Abramovich's eyesight “completely dis-
appeared” for several hours while a
member of the Ukrainian delegation,
lawmaker Rustem Umeroy, partially
lest his sight, two of the people said.
“People became totally blind . . . the
mext day,” said a person chose to Volody-
myr Zelensky, Ukraines president. “We
did ot kdentify the substance. eat
wha was belind [the attack]— but it
looks like Roman was the main targer.”
Abramovich’s suspected poisoning

ing funding in a bid to bunt criticksm
that the White House Islax oncrime.

came aftera round of peace talks this
month between Russian and Ukrainian
delegations, which the oligarch helped
broker with the approval of Russian
president Viadimis Putin and Zelensky.
The Ukraine dedegates met their Rus-
sian counterparts on Ukraines border
with Belarus on March 5, then travelled
o Kyiv. Beginning that evening, the
three men also suffered other symp
voms ncluding eye inflammation,
severe pain in the eyes and pesling skin.
Abramovich and Umerow received
medical treatment i Turkey whers
their eyesight recovered, two ol the peo-
phe said. Doctors and chemical weaporns
experts were unable to identify the sub-
stance wsed, the three people sxid.
“They couldn't wark out who did it —
the Ukraimlans ar the Russians” one of
the people sabd. adding that it was “defi-
nitely not novichok ™ — referring to the

ta ban them from selling shares in the

years after those repurc

substance used to podsan Kremlin oppo-
nents such as jailed dissident Alexei
riavalny and former spy Sergei skripal.

Abramovich later travelbed to Kyiv to
meeet Lelensby — who was mot affected
— a second time, two peaple familiar
with the master sakd.

The three first experienced symp-
toms after consuming only water and
chocolate on the evening of the talks,
acconding Lo investigative site Belling-
cat, which said it had been asked to
brring in chemical weapons specialists to
examine the men.

“The experts concluded that the
symptams are maost likely the result of
international poisoning with an unde-
fined chemical weapon,” Bellingcat said.

Abramovich's poisoning was [irst
reported by the Wall Street Journal.
Representatives for Abramovich, Putin
and Zebensky all dedined 1o comment.
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I Make No Apologies,” Biden Says of Condemning Putin

Ukrainian saldiers in Kyiv after fighting on the front lines north of the capital Monday. Shelling continued

FOR THE HEW # TIMES

Irpin, a Kyiv suburb.

Biden’s Budget
Tilts Priorities
Toward Center

This article is by Zolan Kaenmno-
Youngs, Alan Rappeport and Emily
Cochrane.

WASHINGTOMN President
Biden on Monday proposed a $5.8
trillion budget that includes sig-
nificant increases in funding for
the military and police depart-
ments, along with higher taxes on
corporations and the wealthiest
Americans.

The request to Congress for fi
cal 2023 reflects growing security
and economic concerns at home
and overseas, with Mr Biden
proposing a 7 percent increase in
domestic spending that includes
priorities like anti-gun violence
initiatives, affordable housing and
manufac! Ng investments to ad-
dress supply chs issues that
have helped fuel rapid inflation.

The White House also for the
first time proposed a discrete
stream of funding for Velerans Af-
fairs medical care.

The most notable spending in-
crease was Mr Biden's 8773 bil-
lion military proposal, a 10 percent
rise amid threats like Russia’s in-
wasion of Ukraine and concerns
about China’s ambitions,

The request included billions to
detect and intercept missiles from
hostile nations like Morth Korea
and Iran, along with $6.9 billion 1o
h HATO counter threats from
Russia and elsewhere amid the
war launched by President Viadi-
mir V. Putin.

The White House budget pro-
posal put far less emphasis on the
types of grand social, climate and
economic poli that Mr. Biden
announced last year but have
since run_ into resistance from
moderate Democrats,

Instead, the budget continued
the president's pivol from his
State of the Union address, where
he reframed a domestic agenda
that focused kess on the sweeping
aspirations of his first year in of-
fice and more on issues worrying
swing-state Democrats ahead of
the midierm elections — including
rising consumer prices, crime and
health care.

That sl is anod to centrists in

Continued on Page A6

POLITICS AT PLAY The budget
addres: the m: attack lines
used by Republicans. PAGE Al6

Federal Judge Signals Trump Committed Crimes

This article is by Luke Broadwa-
ter, Alan Feuwer and Maggie Ha-
berman.

WASHINGTON A federal
Judge ruled on Monday that for-
mer President Donald J. T
and a lawyer who had advised him
an how to overturn the 2020 elec-
tion most likely had committed
felonies, including obstructing the
work of Congress and conspiring
to defraud the United States.

The judge's comments in the
civil case of the lawyer, John East-
man, marked a significant break-
through for the House committes
investigating the Jan_ 6 attack on

Boost for Jan. 6 Panel
as It Weighs Referral
to Justice Dept.

the Capitol. The comminee, which
is weighing making a criminal re-
ferral to the Justice Department,
had used a filing in the case to lay
out the crimes it believed Mr
Trump might have committed.
Mr. Trump has not been
charged with any crime, and the
judge’s ruling had no immediate,
practical legal effect on him_ But it
essentially ratified the commit-

tee's argument that Mr, Trump's
efforts to block Congress from cer-
tifying Joseph R. Biden Jr's Elec-
toral College victory uld well
rise o the level of a criminal con-

pirac

“The illegality of the plan was
obvious” wrote Judge David O.
Carter of the Central District of
California. “Our nation was
founded on the peaceful transition
of power, epltomized by George

Washington laying down his
sword to make way for democratic
elections, Ignoring this history,

President Trump vigoroushy cam-

paigned for the vice president to

single-handedly determine the re-
Continued on Page A18

ANSR HAMLLA FOR THE MEW

Since November, the stairs have often been the only option for residents of 20 Exchange Place.

Elevator Outages Turn Life Into

By KAREN ZRAICHK
and ASHLEY WONG

When it was completed in 1931,
the Citvy Bank-Farmers Trust
Company Building towered owver
the financial district as one of the
tallest buildings in New York City
It was, in fact, the tallest with a
stone-clad facade, which featured
14 Assyrian-style busts, called “gi-
ants of finance,” watching over the
narrow streets from their perch
on the 18th fleor. Replicas of coins

From Luxury Building
to 59-Story Walk-Up

from around the world adorned
the entrance, representing coun-
tries where National City Bank —
which would  later become
Citibank — had branches.

The 59-story building, at 20 Ex-
change Place, is now a bustling
residential high-rise with more

‘High-Rise Hell’

than 730 apartments, featuring
luxury amenities, stunning har-
hor views and some rent-stabi-
lized units. Tenants breeze into
the lobby, with its soaring ceilings
and elaborate marble mosaics,
and into Art Deco-style elevators
to reach their homes.

Or they used to, anyway.

Since MNovember, the sky-
scraper has been plagued by long
elevaror outages that have turned
daily life upside down and trapped

Continued on Page A19

Ukraine Says It’s
Retaken Land
Near Kyiv

By ANDREW E. KRAMER
and STEVEN ERLANGER

KYIV, Ukraine — Ukrainians on
Monday reported that they had
pushed back invading Russian
forces in fierce fighting around
Kyivand in northeastern Ukraine,
while the Russians moved to en-
circle and cut off Ukrainian forces
in the east, making a diplomatic
resolution to the war seem as far
away as ever

Ukrainian counterattacks
around Kyiv reportedly retook
miore ground, with the mayor of Ir-
pin, a fiercely contested suburb an
the northwestern edge of the capi-
tal, saying that most Russian
troops had retreated, though
fighting continued in some dis-
tricts. If Ukrainian soldiers can
maintain control of Irpin, it would
be strategically important o
keeping their hold on Kyiv,

“0Our Irpin is liberated from
Moscow's evil” Mayor Oleksandr
Markushin of Irpin posted on Tele-
gram on Monday. But the deputy
police chicf, Oleksandr Bogai, of-
fered a more skeptical account ina
telephone interview, noting that
fighting continued even as most
Russian troops appeared to have
pulled back, and that the Russians
continued to shell the towmn.

Diplomacy between the war-
ring countries continwed, w
Russian and Ukrainian delega-
tons arriving in Istanbul for an-
other round of talks set to begin on
Tuesday.

While Volodymyr Zelensky, the
Ukrainian president, has said that
he is open o discussing the future
neutrality of Ukraine, if he can get
security guarantees for hiz coun-
try and only after a national refer-
endum, he has refused to concede
territory to Russia or to the self-
declared republics in the south-
eastern region known as the Don-
bas, as President WViadimir V.
Putin of Russia has demanded.

In Washington, President Biden
an Monday stood by comments he
made Saturday about Mr, Putin,
“for God's sake, this man cannot
remain in power.” Speaking to re-
Mr. Biden said the re-
. apparently ad-libbed in a
speech he delivered in Warsawa,
was an expression of his personal
outrage, not a statement of a US.
policy that the Russian leader
shaould be toppled.

Om the harttlefield, in addition to
gains around Kyiv, the Ukrainians
also reported important progress
in the Sumy region, northwest of
Kharkiv, near the border with

Continued on Page A 10

Voicing OQOutrage
— No Shift in
U.S. Policy

By MICHAEL . SHEAR

WASHINGTON — President
Biden on Monday stood by his
comment that Viadimir V. Putin
should not remain president of
Russia, but he said it was an ex-
pression of his own horror over
the invasion of Ukraine and not a
change in American policy aimed
at seeking to remove Mr Putin
from office.

“1 was expressing the moral

outrage that | feel, and | make no
apologies for it.” Mr. Biden told re-
porters at the White House, reject-
ing criticism from around the
globe in the last two days about
the potential diplomatic conse-
gquences of his words. The presi-
dent said no one should have in-
terpreted his comments as calling
for Mr. Putin's ouster.
s ridiculous,” he said of the
i his speech in
on Saturday, when he
said, “For God's sake, this man
cannot remain in power” On Mon-
day, Mr. Biden said: “Naobody be-
lieves 1 was talking about taking
doam Putin.”

The fallour over Mr. Biden's
words in Warsaw underscored the
dilemma that he and the NATO al-
lies face about how to condemn
the war in Ukraine and pressure
Russia without shutting down any
relationship with Moscow that
might help end the inva:

The West will also have to de-
cide whether Moscow would be al-
lowed back into the global econ-
omy, whether to lift sanctions and
how to resume diplomatic rela-
tions if Russia pulls back its
forces.

Mr. Biden's remark drew some
praise for its toughness and clar-
ity but also warnings from law-
makers and President Emmanel
Macron of France, who said on
Sunday that “I wouldn't use
kind of words” when asked about
Mr. Bidens speech. Mr. Macron
said he hoped to ohtain a cease-
fire and the withdrawal of Russian
troops frem Ukraine through di-
plomacy.

Some critics said Mr. Biden's
declaration could make it more
difficult to negotiate an end to the
five-week-old war, which has
killed thousands in Ukraine and
driven millions from their homes.

Mr Biden insisted on Monday
that was not the case, although
Mr. Putin has told Russians for
years that he believes the United
States and the C.ILA. are conspir-
ing to remove him from power
Drmitri 5. Peskov, the Kremlin's

Cortinued on Page A12

NEWS ANALYSIS

Putin’s Brutal Playbook Honed
On Chechnya’s Ravaged Streets

By CARLOTTA GALL

EYTV, Ukraine — In Ukraine’s
cagpital, Kyiv, amid the deadly
rumble of heavy Russian artil-
lery, there is much that feels
familiar. Mot least a terrible
feeling of dread.,

Nearly 30 years ago, 1 was in
Grozny, the capital of Chechnya,
a perritory in scuthern Russia
that dared declare independence
from Moscow as the Soviet Un-
ion was breaking apart. The
Chechens paid heavily for their
presumption. The Russian Army
twice invaded and twice flat-
tened the city in what has be-
come a familiar Russian play-
book for imposing control over
outlying regions of the former
Russian empire and bludgeoning
people into submi n.

Ukraine is very different from
Chechnya, which was a small
territory of just one million peo-
ple in the Morth Caucasus.

Ukraine is a sovereign nation
with a pepulation of mere than
40 million, an armed force of
over 200,000 troops and a capital
city of three million or more
inhabitants,

But Chechnya's experience is
worth recall . 85 it was the
frst time we saw Viadimir V.
Putin develop his game plan to
reassert Russian dominion whier-
ever he wanved. His methods are
brute force and terror: the bomb-
ing and besieging of citles, the
deliberate targe of civilians
and the abduction and jailing of
local leaders and journalists and
their replacement by loyal quis-
lings. The tactics are straight out
of Stalin's playbook, as former
Secretary of State Madeleine K.
Albright wrote shortly before her
death.

The war in Chechnya began

Continued on Page Al4
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Aftermath of a Mass Shooting
Afestival in Dumas, Ark., had united
scattered friends and family. But organ-
izers now say the community's future

is uncerta PAGE A15

$51.4 Billion Stadium for Bills
A deal calls for $850 million in public

Funds, the largest taxpayer contribution
ever for an M.EL. facility. PAC

#MeToo Haunts ‘Plaza Suite’
Sarah Jessica Parker and Matthew
Broderick star in & revival of a Meil
Simon comedy that time has tarnished
and that they are unable 1o rescue.
Jesse Green has the review. PAGE C1

INTERMATIOMAL A4-14

Worsening Floods in Australia

Government agencies are struggling to
respond to stronger and more frequent

BUSINESS BL-10 SCIENCE TIMES D1-8

A Bout of Warhol-mania

Andy Warhol is now the subject of a
documentary series on Netflix, an
exhibition at the Brooklyn Museum and

MNew Supply Chain Risk

The prospect of a labor impasse with
union dockworkers threatens another

Africa’s Covid Mystery
The virus was expecied (o devastate
the continent, but the death rate is

climate-fueled storms. PAGE AB = shock to the global economy. PAGE Bl much lower than elsewhere. Above, a
SPORTS Bl1-14 multiple theatrical works. PAGE C2 2020 vigil in Johannesburg. PAGE D1

Summit in Israeli Desert UConn Women Win a Thriller Academy Condemns Smith

The meeting of diplomats from Israel, The Huskies advanced to their 14th A day after striking Chris Rock onstage OPINION AZZ-23

the U.S. and four Arab countries helped straight Final Four, edging top-seeded at the Oscars, Will Smith offered the .

cool tensions over Ukraine. PAGE Ad N.C. State in two overtimes.  PAGE B13 comedian an apology: PAGE BI Michelle Goldberg PAGE A23 3546130 39
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Trump
probably
broke law.
judge finds

Assertion about efforts to
block Biden's win comes
in ruling on emails issue

BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY
AND JouN WAGNER

A federal judge said Monday
that then-President  Donald
Trump “more likely than not”
committed federal crimes in try-
ing to obstruct the congressional
ocount of electoral college votes on
Jan. &, 20021 — an assertion that is
likely to increase public pressure
on the Justice Department to
investigate the former command-
er in chief.

The determination from LS.
District Judge David O. Carter
came in a ruling addressing
scores of sensitive emails that
Trump ally and conservative law-
ver John Eastman had resisted
turning over to the House select
committee  investigating  the
Jan. 6 riot and related efforts to
overturn the 2020 presidential
election result.

Eastman wrote key legal
memos aimed at denying Demo-
crat Joe Biden's victory. The judge
was assessing whether Eastman's
communications were protected
by attorney-client privilege and
was analyzing in part whether
Eastman, Trump and others had
consulted about the commission
of a crime.

“Based on the evidence, the
Court finds it more likely than not
that President Trump corruptly
attempted to obstruct the Joint
Session of Congress on January 6,
2021," wrote Carter, who is based
in California and has jurisdiction
because that is where Eastman
filed the case.

Trump spokesman Taylor Bu-
dowich called the rul “absurd
and baseless™ and said it was an
example of “how the left s weap-
onizing every branch of govern-
ment against President Tromp."

SEE TRUMP ON A7

lan. & committee: Panel to seek
intarview with Ginni Thomas. AB

Ukraine claws back territory in north

Firefighters In Kharkly, UKkralne, respond to a warehouse blaze cansed by Russian shelling. Intelligence officlals

CHRIS MCGRATHGETTY IMAGES
Say MoSCowW Seems to

be changing tactlcs to focns most Intensely on the eastern Donbas reglon after attempts to topple Kyviv and other Key cltles have stalled.

Historic s

ynagogue and its rabbi help

tens of thousands find safety in Kyiv

BY HEim LEviNE
AND StoRHAN OGRADY

E¥TV, UKRAINE — A fleet of
white vans pulled up to central
Eyiv in darkness just after
9 pam.

The passengers stepped ont
bleary-eyved, clutching their lug-
gage, pets and young children.
They had survived the last two
weeks in catastrophie condi-
tions in the besieged city of
Chernihiv — then endured an
hours-long journey on danger-
ous roads to the capital.

Now, at the historic Brodsky
Synagogue, they had finally
reached safety.

The curfew and sabbath were
well underway, but at the door
to greet the hundreds of civil-

ians pouring out of the convoy
was the bearded jovial man who
helped arrange their journey:
Rabhbi Moshe Azman.

“Some said they didn’t eat for
three daj Arman said.

The evacuees from Cherni-
hiv, many of whom had lived
underground to avoid an ag-
gressive Russian shelling and
bombing campaign, are among
the tens of thousands of people
Azrman said he has helped to
move from dangerons areas in
the past month. On the night of
March 18, they shuffled
through the synagogue, passing
by a large silver menorah be-
fore settling in the prayer hall,
where they rested and warmed
up before being relocated o the

SEE SYNAGOGUE ON AlD

HEIDH LEVINE FOR! THE WASHINGTON POST

Rabbl Moshe Azman greets civillans arriving at the Brodsky
Synagogue In Kylv, Ukraine, from Chernihiv on March 18,

Russian press: Last independant
nawspaper hals operations. AL2

12-day absence: Missing Russian
defensa minister reappaears. AL3

NEGOTIATORS SET
TO MEET IN TURKEY

Stalled near Ky
seems to shift fc

Russia
s east

BY CATE CADELL,
Dan Lamorn
AND MARIANA ALFARD

forces have re-

country’s north,
officials said Monday, as Russia
appears to be directing its fierc-
est attacks on besieged areas in
the country's east and south,
including Marinpol.

As the war grinds into its
second month, Ukrainian and
Bussian delegations are set o
meet in Turkey on Tuoesday for
in-person negotiations. Kremlin
officials have delivered icy re-
marks ahead of the talks, howewv-
er, dampening prospects of a
meaningful outcome. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrow

SEE UKRAINE ON AL

Russian gas still
flows in the pipes
of war-torn areas

BY STEVEN MUFsoN

Yuriy Vitrenko, the chief execu-
tive of Ukraines natural gas utili-
tv Naftogaz, had just made it
dowm toan air raid shelter Satur-
day, along with three of his board
members. He wouldn't disclose
‘the location becanse he wanted to
avoid Russian troops or missiles
— three of which had just landed
within earshot.

One month into the war, the
state-maned gas company pro-
vides a window into the conflict’s
geopolitics and the extent of
Ukraine’s destruction. Naftogaz
serves 12 million households, Vit-
renko said, but it has been foreed
to cut off 300,000 that have been
heavily damaged by Russian mis-
siles.

“If we cannot repair them, we
have to shut them down,” Vitrenko
=aid of the gas connections. “Some-
times an entire block [can be af-
fected]. It can be also dangerous”

SEE GAS ON A8

Cruz

[

ator’s effort alienated
allies, led to questions
aboult ties lo lawyer

By Micuaer Kravisn

Sen. Ted Cruz was dining near
the Capitol on the evening of Dec.
8, 2020, when he received an
urgent call from President Don-
ald Trump. A lawsuit had just
been filed at the Supreme Court
designed to overturn the election
Trump had lost, and the president
wanted help from the Texas Re-
publican.

“Would you be willing to argune
the case? Trump asked Cruz, as
the senator later recalled it

“Sure, I'd be happy to™ if the
oourt granted a hearing, Cruz said
he responded.

The call was just one step in a

last-ditch battle
to keep Trump in power

collaboration that for two months
turned the once-bitter political
enemies into close allies in the
effort to keep Trump in the White
House based on the president’s
false claims about a stolen elec-
tion. By Cruz’s own account, he
was “leading the charge” to pre-
vent the certification of Joe Biden
as president.

An examination by The Wash-
ington Post of Cruz's actions be-
tween Election Day amd Jan. 6,
2021, shows just how deeply he
was involved, working directly
with Tramp to concoct a plan that
came closer than widely realized
to keeping him in power. As Cruz
went to extraordinary lengths to
court Trump's base and lay the
groundwork for his own potential
2024 presidential bid, he also
alienated close allies and long-
time friends who accused him of
abandoning his principles.

Miwar, Cruz’s efforts are of interest

SEE CRUZ ON A4

Academy launche

YN BECK/AGENCE FRANCE PRESSES GETTY IAGES

Will Smith speaks with actor Denzel Washingron, left, and actor-producer Tyler Perry, right, at the
Oscars on Sunday night. Smith’s onstage slap of Chris Rock overshadowed the rest of the evening.

‘formal review” of Smith slap

By Eminiy Yaun
Anp Sonia Rao

The Academy of Motion Picture
Arts and Sciences al urced
Monday afternoon that it will con-
duect a formal review of the shock-
ing incident from Sunday’s Oscars
broadeast on ABC in which actor
Will Smith slapped presenter
Chris Rock across the face onstage
after the comedian made a joke
about Smith's wife, Jada Pinkett
Smith. Late Monday, Will Smith
apologized to Rock on social me-
dia.

“Violence in all of its forms is
poisonons and destructive. My be-
havior at last night's Academy
Awards was unacceptable and in-
excusable” Smith wrote in an
Instagram post. “1 would like to
publicly apologize to you, Chris. 1

SEE SMITH ON AT

End of an era: For years, Will Smith
had striven toward vuinerabllity. C1

Monica Hesse: Misguided chivalny
wasn't about lada Pinkett Smith. C1
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would lock down, Shanghai imposed blanket
getl in China. AB

restrictions as covid cases su
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THE NATION

braced for the wind-

it gram that provides

uninsured. A8

A Senate panel sched-
uiled a vote on Ketanji
Brown Jackson's nomi-
mation to the Suprems
Court for Monday, trig-
gering a timeline that
would put the judge on

down of a federal pro-

coronavirus care for the

THE WORLD

U.S. officials are re-
viewing whether North
Korea actually tested its
new ICBEM after analysts
raised doubts. A8

THE ECONOMY

track to be confirmed Younger women have
by the end of next wock. closed the pay gap or are
A3 outpacing their male
Clinies and hospitals counterparts in nearly

two dozen ULS.
metropolitan areas, new
research found. Al4
The president pivoted
to reducing future
barrewing and the

dcficit in his $5.8 trillion
budget proposal. A18
President Biden's
budget plan doubled as a
midterm blueprint for
Democrats as they seek
to head off attacks por-
traying them as soft-on-
erime free spenders, A17

THE REGION

A Fairfax County jury
sentenced a woman bo
life in prison for killing
her mother and sister in
a staged murder-suicide
scheme. Bl

D.C. is poised to take a

significant step toward
replacing its jail, amid
increased scrutiny of
detention conditions
and years after calls for a
new facility began. B1
DC. Mayor Muricl E,
Bowser is set to have
three challengers in the
Jumne 21 Democratic
primary after a prelimi-
nary determination of
who will appear on the
ballot. B1

One eaglet at the U5
National Arboretum
died, while its sibling egg
has started to hatch. B3

HEALTH & SCIENCE
Fear of the dark
Five tips for parants

to help kids overcome
a common phobia. E1

STYLE

Still tuned in
Radio Free Europe
mavigates Russian
crackdown. C1
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La seleccion de Scaloni

VENDiAI}I CACTUS
ALUCINOGENOS A
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—seguridad

busca el récord de Basile

En Ecuador, desde las 20.30, la Argentina puede alcanzar

Segiin la Asociacion de Psiquiatria de

EEULL, afectaa quienes, por la pérdida
deun ser querido, padecen nostalgiay

Detectives federales allanaron viveros en

los que se ofreciana precios desde $2500a
$30.000; las plantas contienen alcaloides

31 partidos sin derrotas en el cierre de las eliminatorias. aislamiento durante méis de un afo. Paginazl

que alteran la conciencia. Pagina 22
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Cristina Kirchner impulsa
un polémico blanqueo
para pagarle al Fondo

pevuDA. Gravaria con un 20% los bienes en el extranjero no declarados; criticas de especialistas

La vicepresidenta Cristina Kirch-
ner,atravésdel bloque desenadores
del Frente de Todos, presentd dos
provectos que impulsan un nuevo
blanqueo de bienes y cuentas en
el extranjero no declarados, con el
anunciado objetivo de generar un
fondo parapagarle ladeudaal FML
El segundo proyecto propone modi-

ficar el secreto bancario para facili-
tar el rastreo de esos bienes.

Con el nombre de “aporte espe-
cial de emergencia”, propone gra-
wvar con un 20%, a pagar en délares,
los bienes y capitales radicados en
el exterior que sean repatriados en
los primerosseismesesdevigencia
delaley. Desde el kirchnerismoase-

guraron que los proyectos surgie-
ron delavicepresidenta.

Tras conocerse, la propuesta fue
avalada por el presidente Alberto
Fernandez. Los proyectos fueron
duramentecuestionados por laopo-
sicion, y por tributaristas y consti-
tucionalistas, que los consideraron
“juridicamente inviables”. Pigina g

OPINION
El Kirchnerismo y el
problema de la verdad
Luciana Viazquez

Pagina 9

Crisis
energeética:
advierten
que faltan
gasoil y GNC

En el interior aplican cupos;
el desabastecimiento podria
alcanzar a las garrafas

Elsaltode los precios internacionales
del petrdleoy el gas puso en alertaal
sector energético. En el interior, yase
aplican cupos a laventa de gasoil v
hay faltantes de GNC en las provin-
ciasdel norte, que podrian extender-
se, También se espera que el desa-
bastecimiento alcance alasgarrafas,
mientras la industriaanticipa cortes
de gas para el invierno. Pagina17

Las fuerzas ucranianas desplegaron en las pla

Ellsabetta Plgué
ENVIADA ESPECIAL

ODESSA . —Elsilencioimpactaen la
plazadel Teatrodel Ballety laOpera
de Odessa, unade lasgrandes joyas
de la antigua arquitectura de esta

5400_u1165
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yas de Odessa defensa
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sfaara evitar el desembarco de tropas rusas

LA NACION EN UCRANIA — DIA 34

Lalegendaria Odessa, lista para el ataque

Entre bolsas de arena y bloques de cemento, el estratégico puerto resiste el avance ruso

legendaria, cosmopolita y normal-
mente llena devida ciudad portua-
ria del sur de Ucrania, que hoy luce
semivacia y totalmente militariza-
da.Bolsas dearenaapiladas, cublier-
tas, bloguesde cemento, trincheras
¥ los farmosos erizos checos —como

sedenomina alosobstaculosde de-
fensaantitangues formados por ba-
rrasmetilicas angulares yque aqui
seven por decenas— han transfor-
mado el centro histdricodela “perla
del mar Negro” en un escenario de
guerra. Continta enla pagina 2

Abramovich

v otros negociadores
podrian haber sido
envenenados

Paginad

Bofetada. Un
debate que
interpela a
Hollywood

Will Smith le pidic
perdona Chris Rock,
pero analizan sanciones

Incredulidad, polémicayun deba-
teprofundosobre lascontradiccio-
nes de Hollywood y las responsa-
bilidades de los protagonistas. La
impactante escena de la bofetada
de Will Smith al humorista Chris
Rock en plena ceremonia de los
Oscar tuvo repercusiones de todo
tipo. Mientrasalgunos intentaban
justificar la reaccién de Smith,
otros se mostraron abiertaments
criticos. La Academia dijo que in-
vestigard losucedidoynodescarta
sanciones contra el actor, que ano-
che se disculpd con Rock. “Estoy
avergonzado', dijo. Espectaculos

LA NACION EN LAS ISLAS

Malvinas. Se
ahonda el
malestar hacia
la Argentina

Texto Hugo Alconada Mon
Enviado especial

PaginalG
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Escandalo derruba Ribeiro do MEC

Ministro deixa cargo apos suspeita de que, a pedido de Bolsonaro, pastores tenham criado balcao de negadcios na Educagao

Milton Ribeiro chega ao prédio onde mora, em Brasilia, apds ser exonerado da Educacio rearm Ladeina/Folbapress

Bolsonaro demite presidente da Petrobras

O presidente da Petrobras,
general Joaguim Silva e Lu-
na, recebeu ontem a comu-
nicagao de que deixard o co-
mando da estatal e serd subs-
tituido por Adriano Pires,
diretor do Centro Brasilei-
ro de Infraestrutura (CBIE).
A saidase di apds desgaste
com Jair Bolsonaro (PL) por
causa do mega-aumento de
pregos dos combustiveis.

Ministros veem
censura do TSE
na decisido do
Lollapalooza

A decis@o do ministro Ra-
ul Araiijo, do Tribunal Su-
perior Eleitoral, a favor de
Jair Bolsonaro no Lollapa-
looza surpreendeu a corte
eleitoral e 0 STE Magistra-
dosbuscam derrubar a de-
tErminacao o quanto an-
tes. Ontem, o presidente
do TSE, Edson Fachin, dis-
se que levard o caso a ple-
nério assim que Araijo li-
berar o processo e indicou
sercontriario i derermina-
¢ao do colega. politica As

EDITORIAIS A2

Rechagar a censura
Sobre decisfio de minis-
tro do TSE contra festival.
Uruguai dividido
Acerca de vitoria apertada
do governoem referendo.

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje

5400_u1165

Em guase um ano da ges-
téo de Silva e Luna, a gaso-
lina subiu 27%, e o diesel,
47%. A empresa chegou a
segurar por guase dois me-
ses o repasse da alta do pe-
wrdleo no mercado interna-
cional para evitar reajustes
aos consumidores. O militar
vinha sofrendo pressao pii-
blica de Bolsonaro para re-
visar os valores nas bombas.

A demissio por causa dos
pregos repete o desfecho
do antecessor, Roberto Cas-
tello Branco, indicado por
Paulo Guedes para chefiara
petroleira e tirado do cargo
em fevereiro de 2021,

0 nome de Adriano Pi-
res nio foi bem aceivo pela
ala militar, que é ligada ao
ministro Bento Albuguer-
que (Minas e Energia).

Economista, Pires ja era
conselheiro do governo e
agradava por ter defendi-
do nio repassar aos postos
a volatilidade das cotagbes
globais. Também ¢ a favor
da reforma do ICMS sobre
combustiveis. Mercado A13

Andlise V. Torres Freire
Presidente joga para a galera
ou quer estatal caamplice s

Sob pressio hd uma sema-
na, Milton Ribeiro (Educa-
¢ao) foi exonerado ontem,
em tentativa de reduzir o
desgaste sobre Jair Bolsona-
ro. Terceiro a chefiar a pas-
ta neste governo, Ribeiro
cai apods indicios de esque-
ma informal de obtengao
de verbas dentro do minis-
tério, envolvendo dois pas-
tores sem cargo puiblico, o
ue incluiria pagamento
e propina. Em carta, o mi-
nistro se disse inocente.
Prefeitos apontam que
o balcao de negocios seria
operado por Gilmar Santos
e Arilton Moura, ligados a
Bolsonaro, e priorizava li-
berarvalores para gestores
priximosa elese a prefeimu-
ras indicadas pelo centrao.

Escolhido por ser
pastor, Milton Ribeiro
fez gestio ideologica e

Para 68%, governo
tem papel na alta
dos combustiveis

Na visio de 68% dos bra-
sileiros, o governo de Jair
Bolsonaro (PL) tem res-
ponsabilidade pela alta
no prego dos combusti-
veis, aponta uisa Da-
tal’ulhlfx. Q zf)fnsﬁenm da
inflagdo é atribuido em
malor ou menor grau a
gestio federal por 75% dos
entrevistados. Mercadoa1s

Cecilia Machado
O Brasil a ser

decidido por elas
Mulheres fazem parte de
um eleitorado mais in-
deciso: pelo Datafolha,
19% delas nao sabem em
guem irdo votar (ante 25%
doshomens). Esse gap de
género na intencio de vo-
o é uma novidade que de-
wve passar a ser explorada
nas campa 0s pre-
sidencidveis. Mercado A28

agrofolha
Depois da
‘vaca louca’

China amplia compra
de carne bovina do
Brasil apos pausa

no ano passado s

+ Petroleo e clima vao
ditar os pregos do alcool
na safra 2022/2023 as

+ Feiras agro retornam,

e fabricantes projetam
crescimento noano A2z

B3eCl

IHustrada

Do tapa a
desculpa

Tapa de Will Smith em
Chris Rock na ceriménia
do Oscar mostrou que as-
wos de Hollywood também
carregam estresse da pan-
demia. Avor pediu descul-
as a0 apresentador: "Nao
4 lugar para violéncia”

Mo dltimo dia 21, a Folha
revelou dudio no qual o mi-
nistro dizia privilegiar ami-
5.:06 de Gilmar Santos a pe-

ido do presidente e suge-
ria haver uma contraparti-
da supostamente direciona-
da a construcao de igrejas.

Bolsonaro chegou a dizer
que punha a “cara no fogo”
por Ribeiro, que ¢ pastor,
mas foi convencido por alia-
dosamudar deideiaapdsa
bancada evangélica se afas-
tar do titular do MEC. O es-
candalo também enfraque-
ce odiscurso de gque néo ha
COrTUPCAO NO gOVerno.

Por ora, a pasta ficasobo
comando do secretario-exe-
curivo, Victor Godoy Veiga,
mas aliados do centrao co-
bigam o cargo. politicaddeAs

Amniilise Jodo M. Borges
Ministro ilustra governo que
une descaso e mitomania g

Chefe do Exército
deve assumir
pasta da Defesa

Jair Bolsonaro planeja al-
car Paulo Sérgio Nogueira
de Oliveira, atual chefe do
Exército, a ministro da De-
fesa —o titular, Braga Net-
to, se filiou ao PL e dewve
ser vice na chapa de Bol-
sonaro, A troca abriria es-
paco a uwm nome mais ali-
nhado ao Planaltoa frente
da Forga. politica A6 e A7

Novas priticas para
educar criancas
dividem pais e avis
Lista do gque mudou na
educacdo criancas nos
tltimos 40 anos inclui ali-
mentagio, castigos e até
cuidadores, As novas prati-
cas tém causado divergén-
cias entre pais e avis, pro-
vocando estranheza nos
mais velhos, Bquilibric B4

Folha reastreia Equilibrio, com focn
em bem-estar e qualidade de vida

Karime Xavies /Fcthapress

Flérida veta ‘ideologia de
género’ e ameaca docente
Lei de Direitos dos Pais na
Educagao, apelidada de
Don't Say Gay e sanciona-
da onrem, permite a pais
processarem professor que
tale de sexualidade. az




« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge Aatteur » Beaumarchais
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SARO
Réponses i la question
de Jundi :
Avez—vous arrété votre
choix pour le premier tour
de la présidentielle ?
NON O
23% 77 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS

190411

= Votez aujourdhui

= sur le

= Etes-vous prét a faire

—] des économies d'énergie
= dés maintenant ?

= ROMOLO TAVANI - STOCK ADCEE COM -
= TOBIAS SCHLIEAREUTERS

SERASTEN SORMMO/LE FIGARD

Essence: la flambée des prix
bouleverse la vie des Francais

Alors que les carburants continuent de s’envoler, des millions de consommateurs sont contraints
de s’adapter, tant bien que mal. Un sujet devenu crucial, a quelques jours de la présidentielle.

Certains baissent la tempéra
ture dans le salon, d'autres
s"équipent d'un vélo ou privi-
légient le covoiturage pour
leurs trajets quotidiens. Les
tensions sur les marches in-
ternationaux  continuent de

- 30 MILLIARDS D'EUROS D'AIDES PUBLIQUES POUR LES ENTREPRISES ET LES MENAGES
< LES CANDIDATS RIVALISENT DE PROPOSITIONS POUR LE POR

faire grimper les prix du pé

trole, du gazole et du gaz et
perturbent, par ricochet, le
quotidien de millions de
Frangais. Certes, le gouverne-
ment a annonce son plan de
résilience de prés de & mil-

liards d'euros, qui financera
notamment la  remise de
15 centimes par litre de car-
burant a partir du l=r avril.
Mais le pouvoir d'achat reste
une preoccupation majeure.
A deux petites semaines du

— e

B

La littératare, 1a souﬂ’rance, Ia vie...

la rencontre Lancon-Houellebecq o .

E EDITOR[AL par Gaétan de Capéle gdecapele@iefigarofr
Les marchands d’illusions

- epuis le spectaculaire retour de
I'inflation dans le champ éeo-
nomigue, les plus grands ex-
perts se perdent en conjectures.
- Faisons-nous face a un soubre-
saut, certes brutal, mais temporaire, lié au
redémarrage en trombe de activité aprés la
pandémie, auquel s'ajoute désormais la
guerre en Ukraine ? Ou bien, entre crises i
répétition et transition énergétique, som
mes-nous entrés dans un nouveau C}'L"l:,
durable, qui nous impose d'apprendre a
vivre avec des prix élevés? Convenons-en
humblement : personne, aujourd hui, n'en
sait rien. Et, pour tout dire, les Frangais
n'ont cure de ces querelles de specialistes.
En revanche, ils constatent, en réglant leur
facture d'électricite ou en faisant leur plein
de carburant, gue les fins de mois devien
nent plus difficiles. Comme les petites en-
treprises et les artisans, qui encaissent tout
aussi durement ke choc.

La politique du chéque peut-elle résoudre
un probléme - la flambée des prix du pétro-
le et du gaz - qui trouve ses racines a des
milliers de kilométres de Paris et sur legquel
la France n'a ancune prise” Non, mais cela
n'impressionne pas les marchands d’illu

sions. A commencer par le gouvernement,
qui, aprés avoir pris en charge tous les effets
de la crise sanitaire, et méme davantage, a
déjaconsacré prés de 30 milliards d'euros (1)
a la lutte contre I'énergie chere. Ce n'est
plus ici un coup de pouce pour passer un
mauvais r_:lp comime il en a existé dans le
paq@e c'est un changement dhunivers.
L'Etat-providence s¢ mue en Etat-npounou.

Aucun  alea ne
LE[ pULSSEII'lCE saurail désormais
publique,

assombrir la wvie
i . L
cette nouvelle Jujtdenns. 2

puissance publi-

assurance que, cefte nou

= velle assurance
tOl:lt I'quue_ tout risque, regle
q'LJl pOl.lI'VDlt tout, pourvoit a
é'l tout tout. Les candi

dats a 1'élection
n’ont pas de mots assex durs pour critiquer
cet électoralisme, mais promettent d’am-
plifier le mouvement au nom du pouvoir
d'achat. Les «chégues inflation» ont de
beaux jours devant eux. Pour quel réesultat™?
Résumons : I"Etat creuse ses déficits, les prix
continuent de grimper, I'Etal creuse ses dé-
ficits, les prix continuent de grimper... ®
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premier tour, les candidats a
la présidentielle ne s'y trom-
pent pas : Marine Le Pen veut
«rendre aux Frangais leur ar-
gent», Emmanuel Macron
souhaite que «le travail paye
plus » et Valérie Pécresse pro-

pose «un choc de pouvoir
d'achat dans e pays». En at-
tendant ces jours meilleurs, le
gazole se vend 2,11 euros le li-
tre. De quoi en décourager
beaucoup de partir en weelk-
end...

PRESIDENTIELLE: LE POUVOIR D'ACHAT, THEME MOBILISATEUR DE LA CAMPAGNE
TEFEUILLE PAGES 2,3 ETL I:DITDR[AL

ilippe Lancon
et Michel Houellebe
au restaurant Lapero
aParis, le @ n

Macron
descend
dans l'aréne
et fustige
Zemmour

Cette fois, le chef de I'Etat est
bien en campagne. Foréts de
micros, bains de foule,
échanges avec les Frangais et
tacles aux adversaires. Il a
réagi avec ironie 4 une ques

tion sur Eric Zemmour, dont
les militants présents au Tro

cadéro  dimanche avaient
scande : « Macron, assassin ! =
Puis, flanqué de sa derniére
recrue, l'ancien ministre et
maire ex-P5S de Dijon, Fran-
¢ois Rebsamen, et de Fran-
¢ois Patriat, le patron des sé

nateurs LREM, il s’est adresse
ason aile gauche. PAGES4ET5
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