L

$610_u4881

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

[ Dow JONES

Moz Cannr

wow ok ke E W

MONDAY., MARCH 28, 2022 - VOL. CCLXXIX NO. 71

WSsJ.com

* Ak ok §55.00

Lastweek: DAA 34351724 & 10631 0.3%

NASDAQ 1416330 & 2.0%

STOXX 600 45355 w 0.2%

10-¥R. TREASURY ¥ 7 31/37

vield 2.491%

OlL 511390 & $10.81

EURO §1.0982 YEN 122.05

What’s
News
Business 23 Finance

any traders have

turned this year to ex-
otic exchange-traded prod-
wcts designed to turbocharge
investment bets, hoping to
exploit market swings driven
in part by the war in Ukraine,
the ghobal outhreak in infla-
tion and guestions about the
pace of global growth A1

+ The effects of the de
facto buyers” strike on
Russian crude that began a
month ago, propelling
prices to their highest lev-
els in years, are starting to
create a second wawve of
impaect on oil markets. BL
#+ Russia's invasion of
Ukraine is driving up the
price of renewable-enerzy
projects, which were fac-
ing supply-chain strains
and raw-materials in-
creases before the war. Bl
+ Socially conscious inves-
tors and global-health ac-
tivists are turning to share-
holders to press Plizer,
Moderna and J&J to make
more of their Covid-19 vac-
cine shots available to peo-
ple in poporer countries. B1

+ Volkswagen is changing
its approaches to manufac-
turing as war, health scares
and trade disputes roll back
decades of globalization. B1

#+ Aluminum makers are
on a nationwide hunt for
more old cans, shredded
cars and factory waste to
keep up with demand. B3

4 The turmoil in Chinese
tech shares is damping the
financial firepower Japan’'s
SoftBank has for new in-
westments, and prompting
debate about whether it
might sell some of its
stake in Alibaba. B3

World- Wide
e

# Ukrainian forces are
seeking to roll back Russian
gains as Moscow shifts its
focus to controlling a swath
of the south and east of
Ukraine. Western officials
saw signs Russia is consoli-
dating its position and Zel-
ensky urged the West to
provide his army with the
heavier weapons it needs
to fight the better-armed
Russian military. Al, AG-9
# Biden"s remark that Rus-
sia’s Putin “cannot remain
in power" came under fire
for muddying U.S. policy
and threatening to under-
mine diplomatic efforts to
end the war in Ukraine. Al
# Shanghai imposed strin-
gent pandemic restrictions
it has long tried to avodd
on its 25 million residents
that are likely to disTupt
commercial activity well
bevond the city limits. AL

# Biden will propose a
new minimum tax on
households worth more
than $100 million as part
of his annual budget in a
bid to ensure the very
wealthiest Americans pay
at least 20% in tax on their
income and rising asset
values each year. Ad

4+ Republican Rep. Jeff
Fortenberry of Nebraska
said he plans to resign
from the House, after a fed-
eral jury convicted him of
Iving to investigators in a
campaign-finance case. A4

# The FAA said it selected
its safety chief, Billy Ma-
len, to lead the agency on
an acting basis after the
current administrator,
Steve Dickson, steps down
at the end of March. A2
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AFTERMATH: A woman cleared debris from a school that was damaged by shelling in Kharkiv on Sunday as Russia's at-

tack on Ukraine continued. Western officials saw signs that Russia is consolidating its posi

n to regain the offensive,

and President Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine urged the West to provide his army with heavier weapons.

Biden’s Remark on Putin Stirs
Anxiety Among Western Allies

By Sasrina Sipoiqul
Anp Tarivt Parto

WASHINGTON —President
Biden's remark that President
Viadimir Putin of Russia “can-
not remain in power”™ came
under fire for muddying U.S.
policy and threatening to un-
dermine diplomatic efforts to
end the war in Ukraine.

Administration officials and
Democratic lawmakers  said
Sunday the off-the-cuff remark
was an emotional response to
the president’s interactions in
Warsaw with refugees—some

of whom had fled violence in
Mariupol, a Ukrainian southern
port city under weekslong
Russian bombardment and at-
tacks on civilians.

Julianne Smith, the US. am-
bassador to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization, said on
that Mr. Biden's com-
ments were “a principled hu-
man reaction to the stories
that he had heard that daw.”

President Emmanuel Na-
cron of France and European
diplomats, meanwhile, warned
the comments could undercut
any diplomatic sclution.

Speaking in the Polish capi-
tal of Warsaw on Saturday, Wi
Biden appeared to issue his
strongest condemnation of Mr.
Putin to date. “For God's sak
this man cannot remain in
power,” Mr. Biden said at the
conclusion of his speech.

Om Sunday, in response to a
reporter’s guestion, Mr. Biden
denied he was seeking regime
change in Russia,

5till, his remark—which
Moscow dismissed —marked an
escalation in Mr. Biden's verbal
attacks on the Russian presi-
dent, after previously calling

Shanghai
Imposes
Covid-19
Lockdowns

By Yanc JiE
Anm Liza Liv

Shanghail imposed stringent
pandemic restrictions it has long
tried to avoid on its 25 million
residents that are likely to dis-
rupt commercial activity well
beyond the city limits.

Local authorities sald on Sun-
day they plan to lock down the
city in two phases over the next
week and a half to try to control
an outhreak of the highly infec-
tious Omicron variant of the
Covid-19 virus.

All over Shanghai, the
government’s announcement
sparked frenzied scrambles to
food markets and grumbling
about the disruption to urban
life in a city that until recenthy
appeared relatively unaffected
by Covid.

China has sought to wean it-
self off disruptive and costly all-
out lockdowns, but faces an im-
mense challenge as the Omicron
wvariant puts stress on the coun-
ry's healtheare and governance
SYStems.

Any suspension of conmuner-
cial activity in Shanghai will
likely have global rpple effects
as the city is one of China's pri-
mary centers for finamce, mani-
facturing and goods trade. The
city hosts the regional headaquar-
ters of hundreds of multina
tional companies, and manufac-
purers like car makers Tesla Inc.
and General Motors Co. run fac-
rories there.

Shanghai reported 2,676 con-
firmed coronavirus cases for
Saturday, all but 45 of them as-
ymptomatic, according to a so-
cial media post by the Shanghai
government. The total caseload
represented more than half of
the 5700 new Covid-19 infec-
tons reported nationwide on
Saturday. Early Monday, China
reported 3,500 new cases in
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*CODA’ Wins Best Picture Oscar

The drama "CODA’ on Sunday became the first streamed film
to earn best picture at the Academy Awards, The movie's Troy
Kotsur is the first deaf man to win best supporting actor. A12

Saying ‘Sandwiches’ Correctly
Can Prompt an Oscar Nomination

=
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Dialect coach to the stars made Kristen

Stewarl ro;

By Saran BaLs

He is British, highly trained
and might very well ask you tao
he rain in Spain stays
mainly in the plain.”

Or a variation, if he’s teach-
ing northern England’s Geor-
die accent: “Jean Paul Gault-
ier's broken the photocopier,™
where the last word sounds
like FOH-OH-cop-ee-ah.

Dialect coach William Con-
acher, 53, shares some similar-
ities with the “Pygmalion™ and
“My Fair Lady™ phonetics leg-
end Henry Higgins—but they
differ in at least one way.

“I don’t hawve tuning forks!™
Mr. Conacher says, sliding in
his socks from one room of his
north London home to another
to fetch an essential tool of his
trade. “What 1 have is this.”

al: DIANA GIGGLE.MP3

He opens a laptop with
hundreds of audio files, ar-
ranged in folders labeled with
arcane subdialects, famous
volces (Elvis!), regions of the
world and entirely invented
places. As one of Hollywood's
most in-demand accent whis
perers, Mr. Conacher is hired
o extract from film and tele-
vision actors the kind of trans-
formative voice performance
that results in major awards.

Take Kristen Stewart, who
was nominated for her first
Academy Award this year, for
Best Actress. Ms. Stewart, 31.
trained with Mr. Conacher for
four months to master the
wolce of Princess Diana in the
biopic “Spencer.” Previous
Conacher-coached roles that
won Oscars, in part for how

him a butcher and a war crimi-
nal. It is also the latest exam
ple of his penchant for going
off script, overshadowing his
intended message and prompt-
ing White House aides to clar-
ify his words,

Mr. Biden's aides scrambled
o play down the words” mean-
ing and impact. White House of-
ficials said they believed Mr. Bi-
den’s trip and speech were a
success, even as some lawmak-
ers and analysts said the re-
marks could complicate matters.

“It reminds us that message
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Ukraine
Forces
Advance
As Russia
Regroups
Western officials see
Moscow consolidating

its position as Kyiwv
seeks to reverse gains

KYIV, Ukraine—Ukrainian
forces are seeking to roll back
Russian gains as Moscow

shifts its focus to controlling a
swath of the country’s south
and east.

By Isabel Coles,
Max Colchester
and ¥Yuliva Chernova

Ukrainian forces said on
Sunday they drove Russian
troops out of Trostyanets, in
the northeast near the Russian
border, potentially opening a
road to the provincial eapital
of Sumy, which is encircled by
the Russians.

Western officials saw signs
that Russia is consolidating its
position to regain the offen-
sive, and President Volodymyr
Zelensky of Ukraine urged the
West to provide his army with
the heavier weapons it needs
to fight the better-armed Rus-
sian military.

The retaking of Trostyanets
comes after Moscow, having
faced stiff resistance from the
Ukrainians in its initial, multi-
front offensive, said on Friday
that it would refocus its cam-
paign on the eastern Donbas
region, where Russian forces

Please turn fo page AG

The Ukraine Crisis
* Putin’s wamings raise
(17T - T (- SR— .}

* Conflict upends Arctic
vesearch— A7

# Hospital is front line. . A9

A Mother Risks
All to Get Her Son

Olena Sirotiuk, in Poland when war broke
out, returned to Ukraine for her 12-year-old

By MarmHEwW LUuxmMoORE
Anp NaraLia QUEWSKA

USTROMIE MORSKIE, Po-
land—0Olena Sirotiuk was on
the night train moving east
toward the front lines in
Ukraine when she got a call
from her 12-year-old son.
“Dron’t come Mummy,”™ he
said. “They're shooting.”

Ms. Sirotiuk, a cleaner liv-
ing in western Poland, was
one of the few women on a
train packed with men
headed back to fight the
Russians. She wanted to re-
triewe her son, Nazariy, fron
behind what had suddenly
become enemy territory.

“You go because your
child is there.,” said Ms. Siro-
tiuk, 50. “In that moment,

there is no fear™

The lights on the train
were turned off to avoid
alerting Russian army pa-
trols, Ms. Sirotiuk later re-
called. Instead, the corridors
were illuminated by the glow
of cellphone screens detail-
ing news about the war and
messages from relatives
stuck in bomhb shelters or ne-
gotiating their way to safety
abroad. The train trundled
along at about 30 miles an
hour, and slowed more when
artillery fire or shelling
could be heard.

It was the start of what
would be a five-day, 2,10:0-
mile journey for Ms. Sirotiuk
to the industrial city of
Zaporizhzhia and back, by

Please rurn fo page A9

Risky Stock Bets
Surge in Popularity

By Gunaan Banwers

Please turn to page AI0

When technology stocks de-
clined for a fourth straight day
in January, Evan Fetter, a 25-
year-old in the W.5. military,
saw an opportunity to swing
for the fences.

He poured 15000 into the
ProShares UltraPro QQQ. an
exchange-traded product that
is designed to triple the daily
return of the Nasdag-104 in-
dex, bidding for what he called
a “once-in-a-lifetime gain.”

The trade has been under-
water at times, but Mr. Fetter
said he hopes o hold the
shares until his investment is
worth $50,000, at which point
he plans to put the money to-
ward a down payment on &

real-estate property.

=Stuff like this a buying
opportunity,” Mr. Fetter said
of the 2022 declines in US.
major indexes, He said he has
been stashing away money in
stocks for wears from his earn-
ings at Chick-fil-A and other
eateries and wanted some-
thing with the prospect of
higher returns.

Mr. Fetter is one of many
traders who have turned this
wvear to exotic exchange-traded
products that are desizned to
turbocharge bets on every-
thing from stocks to commaodi-
ties to esoteric financial deriv-
atives, Market swings driven
in part by the war in Ukraine,
inflation and questions about

Please turn fopage A2
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Infectious optimism

Living with C
threat has gone —

Chinese wall
Shanghai shuts
finance district

Awoman delivers vegetables to a check-
point for a Shanghal resident con-
strained behind perimeter walls in a
localised Covid-19 lockdown.

China sald yesterday that four-day
restrictions would be extended to the
city’s financial district and nine ather
areas, starting today. Feople will have to
stay at homeand submit to mass testing.
Public tra willl be suspended.

Shanghai authorities tried to con-
trol the outbreak of mostly asympto-
mathe cases without resorting to the
broad controls that other cities have
wsed. China has, in effect, shut sl ofl
freum the rest of the world for more than
two years s it batthes to curb the vinss.
Full story page 4
Anjana Ahujapage 19

ovid doesn't mean the
JANA AHL

Peru chaos deepens

Castillo sinks into an impeachment
guagmire —eiG READ, PAGE 17

W5A 52.50 Canada C53.00

Energy rationing

Will this be the next

Blinken softens Biden remarks by
saying US has no aim to oust Putin

o ‘No strategy of regime change’ ® Europe seeks de-escalation e Russia steps up Ukraine threat

HAX SERDON — RIGA
HENRY FOY — BRUSSELS

The US has denied that it is seeking to
overtum Viadimir Putin's regime after
Jee Biden appeared to call for his cust-
ing, as Buropean leaders stressed the
impartance of avoiding a worsening of
geopolitical tensions.

Antony Blinken, US secretary of state,
sabd yesterday that the US had “repeat-
edly” stated that “wedo pot havea strat-
gy of reginee change in Faxssia — or any-
where else™.

His comments were made the day
after the U5 president spoloe in Warsaw,

condemning Putin's “brutality” in the
lewasion of Ukraine and saying, “For
Giad's sake, this man cannot remain in
povwer.” Biden alsowamed transatlantic
democracies to steel themselves for a

Europe cracks down on
Kremlin's network of sples

Eaaping track of the Kremlin's
esplonage actvity in the west has
Escom e AN @ven mone urgent task
since Russta Invaded Ukrane. A round
of expulsions tiz marth points 1a the
scale of the problem. Skvakla, The
Balrk states and Bulgarna sakd they
hard gxpeiled leged Russian agents.
Poland declared 45 Russlan diplemats.
personae non gratas, alleging all to be
using diphomaric cover 1o undert.skoe
Intelligence wark,

Russian spyimg > PAGE 2

“lomg fight ahead”™ to protect freedom in
Europe and called on Nato member
states to remain united in confronting
Putin and defending Ukraine.

speaking in Jerusalem, Blinken said
Biden had been ying

shoukin't be in an escalation of words or
actions”
jnarpilnrrrll.ﬂu-zu&rhle{dlplamzl.
said the bloc was "not after a regime
rhal:um tlml 1-5 Bom-cthlnz for Russian

=
that “quite simply, President Putin can-
not be empowered to wage war or
engage in aggression against Ukraine or
anyoneelse”,

Buropean leaders distanced them-
selves from the U8 remuarks.
French president Emmanue]l Macron
sald he would not echo Biden's words
and that efforts should be made not o
worsen the situation.

“we peed to be factual and do every-
thing nat ta alll:rw the situation to spi-

ral” TV, “Iwill not
make those I;Indn(mmenl.s -e . W

US stock buybacks hit record $319bn
as companies exploit market volatility

MICHOLAS HEGAW — MEW YORE

US companies are rushing to repur-
chase large volhames of shares to taloe
advaniage of stock market valatility.

A record $31%0n of new share buybacks
harwe been authorised so far this year
according to Gollman Sachs. There
were $267bn of buybacks at the same
point in2021.

Even recently listed companies,
which traditomally spend cash to fuel
growth rather than returm the excess 1o
sharebolders, have jolmed the tremd
after sharp drops In thelr stock prices
make

repurchases more attractive.
“The breadth of different industry
groups buyingstock ks the highest we've
seen In a few years, and volumes have
increased,” said Michael Varis, Gold-
man Sachs” head of structured equity.

Auniur B:rillsl: affickal said the UK
was not pushing for Putin to be ousted
and believed the Russian president
should be offered an “off ramp” from
the war in Ukraine becanse “it's good in
principle to incentivise good behaviour,
ot encourage worse behaviour by sug-
gesting there is nothing left to Jose ™,

Thrahim Kalin, an aide to Turkish
president Recep Tayyip Erdogan, urged
other countries not to “barn bridges”
with Moscow. Ankar is attempting to
mediate in the conflict.

Dmitry Peskow, Putin’s spokesman,

backdrop as opposed to anything else”

Management teams use share buy-
backs to prop up demand for their stock
and increase thelr profitability on an
carmings per share basis by reducing the
number of shares in circulation.

The average stock in the broad-based
Russell 3000 index has lost more than
30 per cent ol its vahse so far this year,
allowing companies that believe their
stonch s undervalwed to buy more for the
same price. Exrnings growth s forecast
o sloww a8 groups battle rising inflation
and supply chain problems, Increasing
the appeal of baybacks & a way to flat-
ter earnings.

“The bayback business, ronically,
tends to plck up in periods of volatility
because . . . peaple who are flush with
cash leok at their oppertunities,” said
Craig MoCracken, co-head of equity

this man

told the state-run Tass agency that “per-
somal insults narrow the window of
opportunity for our bilateral relations
[to improve] under the current [Us]
administration”,

Russia’s military Is pussuing its threat
o endircle Ukrainian forces in the coun-
try'seast, acooad ing to western military
assessments, after Moscow announced
on Friday that it would embark on a
“rew phase™ of the war that would focus
on the Doenbas reglon. Rassla has
stepped up attacks on fuel and food
depots acress the country, according to

cannot remain
in power”

Ukradne’s interbor
Additional

Mews & analysis pages 26 3
HESBC softens reports page &
FT View page 18

skgn of underlying strength. Companies
aexpect things will continue to be fairky:
positive so theyre using their cash to
‘buy back shares instead of keeping it on
the balance sheet.™

A growing number of companies are
using accelerated deals bo buy large wol-
umes af their own stock as quickly as
passible while their share prices are

“accelerated repurchases send a
strong signal to shareholders because
the cash is committed to bay back the
stockupfront,” sald Goldman’s Vorts.

The trend is lkely to increase further
& companies begin reporting their first-
qqaarter results next month.

The surge in buybacks has provided a
rare bright spot for iInvestment banks,
which have suffered a drop in fees
because of a slowdown in IPCs and other

“That's much more due to the market  capital markets at Wells Fargo. "It's 3 capital raising activities.
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Briefing

to make rate rises
'rl..eus eral Reserve is lkely to make a series of
half-polnt Interest mate rises this year to combat the
highest inflation for 40 years, an incressing mimber
of economists have predicted.— pace 2

w Iran nuclear accord is not a done deal

A deal to sxve the Iran nuclear accord is nefther
mminent nor inevitable, & top US official has said, as
Tehran demands Washington remove the terrorist
tagonits Revolutionary Guards.— pace s

W0 chief highlights food crisis risks
Export controls risk worsening
[nudslmrmuamnum:ihy

hweaks, bas warned — sace 2

» HSBC criticised over editing of reports
HSBC faces crithcism from staff and externally after
repeated by editing iis analysts’ research reports i
remove thie word “war™ In reference to Ukralne, as
the UK bank reslsts pressure to quit Bussia— PAGE &

» Bol helcrlsh“' old ally
i i s determination

Iocnh}e{prkwalmdo[ehcﬂonsthrm

damage to ®y group Petrol

wlhlnbdlhb'wallwwl.um—mw .

» Credit Suisse on Greensill vote
Sharehalders in Credit Suisse are pushing the bank
toddrop a vote atits annual meeting that would
absolve directors and executves for fadlings around
the collapse of Ainance firm Greensill. — pace 10

» Macquarie buys into Britain's gas grid

A &4 2bn controlling Interest in the UTK's Mational
Grid gas transmission and meter ngbusiness s tobe
sald to Australian imvestor Macquarie an«d British
Colambia Imvestment of Canada.— Fase &

Datawatch
Public opinion of Rishi Public appeoal
Sunak drops to low af Bl Surak tell
U chancellor of The exchequer’s Fo-the lowent v
net Eavourability score wirer last mawk's
50 Sterement.
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“All the News
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition
Today, partly sunny skies, breesy,
cold, high 34. Tonight, skies clearing
late, breezy, cold, low 235, Tomormow,
mostly sunny, not as cold, high 44,
Weather map appears on Page A26.
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Mariupol Teetering Amid Signs Russia Is Shifting Focus

Inside the Regi

nal State Administration office in Kharkiv on Sunday. Anillery fire killed seven in the

v, includ

=
ng two ch

Ukraine Says Foe May Concentrate
on East in Effort to Split Country

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian
forces redoubled attacks on stra-
tegic targets across Ukraine on
Sunday, with fierce fighting re-
ported arcund the capital, Kyiv,
amid signs that the besieged city
of Mariupol was close to falling.

As the conflict moved into its
second  month, Russian forces
have largely failed in their first
aim to take the largest cities and
have narrowed immediate targets
to the sieges of the southern port
city of Mariupol and the stra-
tegically placed city of Chernihiv
in the north.

Adr raid sirens rang out in Kyviv
during the day, but otherwise the
rained calm, lending so
‘e to the Russian Defense
Ministry's recent assertion that it
was turning its focus away from
Kyiv toconcentrate on the eastern
front. Some Russian units were
withdrawing to Belarus in the
north to regroup and re-equip, ac-
cording to the Ukrainian military,
but heavy Russian artillery at-
tacks continued arcound Cherni-
hiv, northeast of Kyiwv.

Seven people, including  two
children, died in artillery fire in
Kharkiv, in northeast Ukraine, as
Russian forces tried to subdue the

ldren.

How Manchin Aided Coal Industry, and Earned Himself Millions

Nokia Departs,

This article is by Christepher
Flavelle, Julie Tate and Erin Schaff.

GRANT TOWN, W.Va, — On a
hilltop owverlooking Paw  Paw
Creek, 15 miles south of the Penn-
sylvania border, looms a
fortresslike siructure with a sin-
gle smokestack, the only viable
business in a dying Appalachian
town.

The Grant Town power plant is
also the link between the coal in-
dustry and the personal finances
of Joe Manchin 111, the Demacrat
who rose through state politics to
reach the United States Senate,
where, through the vagaries of
elecroral politics, he is now the sin-

the mation's energy amd climate
policy.

Mr Manchin's ties to the Grant
Town plant date to 1987, when he
had just been elected to the West
Virginia Senate, a part-time job
with base pay of S6.500. His fam-
ily's carpet business was strug-
eling.

Opportunity arrived in the form
of two developers who wanted to
build a power plant in Grant Town,
Just outside Mr. Manchins dis-
trict. Mr. Manchin, whose grand-
father went to work in the mines
at age 9 and whose uncle died in a
mining accident, helped the devel-
apers clear bureascratic hurdles.

Then he did something bevond

A Senator’s Fortune Is
Tied to a Power Plant

in West Virginia

wient into business with the Grant
Town power plant.

M Manchin supplied a type of
low-grade coal mixed with rock
and clay known as “gob” that is
typically cast aside as junk by
mining companies but can be
bumed to produce electricity. In
addition, he arranged (o receive a
slice of the revenue from electrici-
ty generated by the plant — elec-

The deal inked decades ago has
made Mr. Manchin, now 74, a rich
man.

While the fact that Mr. Manchin
owns a copal business is  well-
kmorn, an examination by The
New York Times offers a more de-
tailed portrait of the degree to
which Mr. Manchin's business has
been interwoven with his official
actions. He created his business
while a state lawmaker in antici-
pation of the Grant Town plant,
which has been the sole customer
for his pob for the past 20 years,
according to federal data. At key
moments over the years, Mr
Manchin used his political influ-
ence to benefit the plant. He urged

But Cybertools
Stay in Russia

This article is by Adam Satariano.
Paul Mozur and Aaron Krolik.

Mokia said this month that it
would stop its sales in Russia and
denounced  th vasion  of
Ukraine. But the Finnish com-
pany didn’t mention what it was
leaving behind: eguipment and
software connecting the govern-
ment's most powerful tool for dig-
ital surveillance to the nation’s
largest telecommunications net-
work,

gle most important figure shaping

routine constituent services. He

tric bills pakd by his constituents,

Continued on Page A20

The tool was used to track sup-
porters of the Russian opposition
leader Aleksei A. Navalny. Inves-

Pentagon Seeks
To Offset Rival
As Arctic Melts

By MIKE BAKER

DELTA JUNCTION, Alaska —
After parachuting into the frigid
Alaska interior, Capt. Weston Tan-
none and his soldiers navigated
miles through deep snow, finally
setting up a temporary outpost on
aridgeline next to a grove of lanky
spruce trees that were also strug-
Eling to survive.

Darkness was sefting in, the
temperature had fallen below
zero, and the 120 men and women
who had gathered as part of 2 ma-
jor combat training exercise in
subarctic Alaska had not
erected tents. The supply line for
fuel, essential to keep warm
through the long night ahead, was
lagging behind

“Everything is a challenge,
from water, fuel, food, moving peo-
ple, keeping them comfortable,”
said Captain lannone, the 27-yvear-
ald company commander, as his -
soldiers shoveled deeper into the
snow in search of a solid founda-
tion to put up their sleeping quar-
ters. “This is inherent training —

Continwed on Page AlZ2

Az rom

About 8,000 American troops took part in a training exercise near Fairbanlks, Alaska, t

tigators said it had intercepred the
phone calls of a Kremlin foe who
was later assassinated. Called t
System for Operative Investiga-
tive Activities, or SORM, it is also
most likely being employed at this
moment as President Viadimir V.
FPutin culls and silences antiwar
wvoices inside Russia.

F more than five years, Nokia
provided eqguipment and services
to link SORM to Russia’s largest
telecom service provider, MTS,
according to company documents
obtained by The New York Times.
While MNokia does not make th
tech that intercepls communica-
tions, the documents lay out how it
worked with state-linked Russian
companies to plan, streamline and
trouhleshoot the SORM system’s
connection to the MTS network.
Russia’s main intelligence serv-
ice, the ES.B., uses SORM tolisten
in on phone conversations, inter-
cept emails and text messages,
and track other internet commu-
nications.

The documents, spanning 2008

., < | to 2017, show in previously unre-
ported detail that Nokia knew it
was enabling a Russian surveil-

| lance system. The work was es-
sential for Nokia to do business in

Russia, where it had become a top

supplier of equipment and serv-
ices to various telecommunics-
tions customers (o help thei
works function. The business
yielded hundreds of millions of

Cortineed on Page AID

By CARLOTTA GALL

city near the border, the Ukrainian
news media reported. And mis-
siles hit a fuel depot in western
Ukraine as Russia continued to
use airstrikes to disrupt supply
lines to Ukrainian forces.

Ukraine's top military intelli-
gence officer suggested that Rus-
siawas changing its military focus
to the south and east and might be
tryving to divide Ukraine between
occupied and nonoccupied territo-
In fact, this is an attempt to
MNorth and South Korea in
Ukraine” said Brig. Gen. Kyrylo
Budanov, the head of the intelli-
gence division of Ukraine’s Min-
istry of Defense.

Fighting across the country
showed Russian forces were
working o consolidate their posi-
tions in keyv spots north of Kyiv
and resisting Ukrainian attempts
to break their grip there while fo-
cusing fully on seizing contral of
Mariupol. After weeks of siege in
the port city, Ukrainian soldiers
and civilians trapped there were
facing increasingly dire condi-
tions, without food and water, forc-
ing people to use untreated
sewage water to survive.

Western military analysts and

Continued on Page A8

HEALTH CATASTROPHE LOOMS The war in Ukraine threatens to undo
decades of progress with HLLV, uberculosis and hepatitis. PAGE A9

BIDEN'S HINE WORDS An ad-lib statement captures the attention of
foreign policy experts, Congress members and NATO allies, PAGE A13

Kremlin Purges
Reporters’ Talk
With Zelensky

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI
and IVAN NECHEPURENKO

It was a remarkable moment in
the war in Europe: President
Volodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
gave a 90-minute-long Foom in
rerview on Sunday to four promi-
nent journalists from Russia, the
country invading his.

Hours later, the Kremlin re-
sponded. A government state-
ment notified the Russian news
media “of the necessity to |~efrau1
firomn publishing this intervies:"

Journalists based ouside Rus-
sia published it anvway., Those
still inside Russia did nor. The
episode laid bare the extraordi-
nary, and partly successful, ef-
forts at censorship being under-
taken in Russia by President Via-
dimir V. Putins government as his
bBloody invasion of Ukraine enters
its second month, along with M
Zelensky's attempts to circum-
vent that censorship and reach
rhe public directly.

In the interview, Mo Zelenshy
offered a graphic description of
at he claimed was the Krem-
lin's regard for both Ukrainian
and Russian lives, to the point, he
sald, that the Russian army was
slow o pick up the bodies of its
fallen soldiers.

“First they refused, then some-
thing else, then they proposed
some sorts of bags to us,” Mr Ze-
lensky said, describing Ukraine’s
efforts to hand over the bodies of
Russian soldiers. "Listen, ewen
when a dog or a cat dies, people
don’t do this.”

Mr Zelensky generally speaks
Ukrainian in public his coun-
try's official language —but heisa
native Russian speaker, and he
has repeatedly switched into Rus-
sian in the video addresses that he
posts to social media, seeking to
encourage Mo Putin's critics in-
side Russia. But Sundays inter-
wview marked the first time since
the war began that Mr. Zelensky
had spoken at length with Russian
journalists, in their language.

Continwed on Page AI0

INTERNATIONAL A4-15
A Hotel in an Ex-War Office

An extravagant conversion is nearly
complete on the Old War Office in Lon-
don, an Edwardian-era monument to
Britain’s imperial past. PAGE Ad

2nd Plane Recorder Is Found
The cause of the crash of China Eastern
Flight 5735, whu‘la killed 132 people on
PAGE AlS

OBITUARIE:
Saved by ‘Britain’s Schindler’
Vera Gissing, 93, was 10 when train

convoys took her and hundreds of other
Jewish children to safety. PAGE A22
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SPORTS D1-8
The One-of-a-Kind Mets

George Vecsey recalls the ineptitude
and the Stengelisms that marked a
team’s 1962 birth. FAGES DE-3

A No. 15 Seed’s Run Ends

St Peter's fell one game short of the
men's Final Four, lsing to North Car-
olina. Kansas routed Miami. PAGES D&-8

MATIONAL Al6.21

Committee Argues for Charges
The House panel investigating the
Capitol riot issued a report on two allies
of Donald Trump and thelr roles in
efforts to keep him in power.  PAGE A7

Inquiry of Lieutenant Governor
Federal proseculors are examining
whether Brian Benjamin of New York
touk part in a plan to funnel frandulent
contributions to his campaign. PAGE AlS

States Suspend Gas Taxes

Other states could soon follow actions
by Maryland, Georgia and Connecticut
o reduce prices at the pump.  PAGE AlS

ARTS Cl-8
That Ellington Swing

Making a case for Duke Ellington works
that are still rarely heard from classical
ensembles. A review. PAGE C6

Big Winners at the Oscars

Will Smith provided a slap and Ariana
DeBose made history at the Academy
Awards ceremony.
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Rumble Envisions an Alt-Web

The far-right video platform wants to
help build a “new interne
thes to Shlicon Valley's

Why Chris Wallace Left Fox
Changes following Donald 1. Trump's
defeat in 2020 influenced the anchor's

"~ that has no
ans. PAGE Bl

decision to move to CNN+. PAGE B
OPINION AZ4-25
Farah Stockman FAGE A25
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WILL SMITH, right, slaps Chris Rock onstage during

Phatographs by Mywmsa J CHox Los Angeles Times

the 84th Academy Awards at the Dolby Theatre.

Chaos in Hollywood

Will Smith takes
swing at Chris
Rock, then wins
best actor award

By JosH ROTTENBERG

SCODAT a heartwarming,
low-budget film released by a
global tech giant far better
known for smartphones than
cinema. won the best picture
award at the S4th Academy
Awards on Sunday night, a wa-
tershed moment not only for
the Oscars but for the film in-
dustry as awhole.

And Will Smith, one of Holly-
wood’s biggest stars, slapped
comedian Chris Rock across
the face onstage in front of mil-
lions of wiewers over a joke
about his wife, Jada Pinkett
Smith —then went on towin the

lead actor prize for his perform- BEST PICTURE
ance in Klng Richard.” CODA
Suffice to say, the 2022 Os- DI OR

cars will be one for the history
books. And not for the reasons
the academy — or Hollywood at
large — may have hoped.

Accepting his Oscar less
than an hour after striking
Rock, Smith, overcome with
emotion. delivered a nearly six-
minute speech through copious
tears.

Jane Campion

ACTRESS
Jessica Chastaln
“The Eyes of
Tammy Faye™

ACTOR
Will Smith

[See Oscars, A12] “King Richard™

CAST of "CODA”™ after best picture win.

“The Power of the Dog™

‘CODA muzzles
“The Power of
the Dog” like a
truc underdog

By JusTin CHANG

In “The Power of the Dog,” a

authoritative,
seemingly invincible — comes
face to face with a most unex-
pected adversary, someone who
looks harmiless but turns out to
be anything but. There's a cer-
tain irony, then, that after look-
ing like a clear-cut favorite for
much of this awards season,
Jane Campion's brooding psy-
chological drama fell victim to
its owmn powerful underdog Sun-
day night.

Despite entering the Oscar
race with a formidable 12 nomi-

SUPPORTING nations, more than any other

AC_ TRESS contender. “The Power of the
JAranaDeBose Dog” ultimately won just one
West Side Story Osecar — for Campions diree-
SUPPORTING tion, the one everyone knew it

couldn't lose, It lost Lhe best pic-
ture Oscar to "CODA” S
Heder's serappy, jugular-piere-
ing crowd-pleaser about a hear-
ing teenager growing up within
a Deaf family.
At what point exactly did
“CODA” go in for the kill? Some
[See “CODA,” Al12]

Flow = CODA" WOTL,
high sityle on the red
carpet, and more. B4

latimes.com

White House
seeks to clarify
remark on Putin

Biden says he wasn't
calling for the Russian
leader’s remaoval. In
Ukraine, toll grows.
By PATRICK J.

MoDONNELL
AND KATE LINTHICUM

LVIV, Ukraine — Asfight-
ing raged across Ukraine
and one of the country’s top
military leaders warned that
Russian forces may seek to
split the nation in two, U.8.
officials scrambled Sunday
to clarify President Biden's
off-the-cull condemnatlion
of Russian Fresident Vladi-
mir Putin a day earlier, say-
ing regime change in Mos-
cow is not on Washington's
agenda,

Biden's dramatic decla-
ration Saturday — “For

God's sake, this man cannot
remain in power,” a refer-
ence Lo Putin — has
prompted a frantic effort to
walk back what appeared to
be a White House endorse-
ment of pushing the Russian
leader out of office.

“We do not have a strate-
gy of regime change in Rus-
sia. or anywhere else, for
that matier,” Secretary of
State Antony J. Blinken told
reporters in Jerusalem on
Sunday,

Later, asked by a journal-
ist in Washington whether
he was calling for the remow-
al of Putin, Biden replied
o

Biden's remarks at the
end of a rousing pro-
Ukraine speech in Warsaw,
where he also described
Putin as a “butcher,”
prompled an outpouring of
eriticism at a moment. when

[See Ulkraine, Ad]

Mixscain KLiMxsTeey Pool Photo

THERE is concern that President Biden’s remarks
play right into President Viadimir Putin’s worldview,

T'he ultranationalists
who inspired the war

BY JAWEED KALEEM

LONDON — Russian
President Vladimir Putin's
ambitions and his ruthless
style ofachieving them in his
invasion of Ukraine can be
traced at least in part to a
handful of conservative Rus-
sian thinkers who, like him,
came Lo prominence in a
post-Soviet nation  strug-
gling to find its identity, and
who hawve helped mold his
ideology.

“You cannot get inside
Putin’s head at this wvery
moment,”™ Marlene
Laruelle, a historian of Rus-

sia and a political scientist at
Geo Washington Uni-
wversity. But “there is a his-
tory of advisors, formal and
informal, and thinking that
has surrounded him over
the years that you can look
at to understand his per-
spective. "

In justifying the war he
started in late February by
bBlaming a decadent West for
attempting to chip away at
Russian identit) borders
and security, Putin echoed
key ideas of Eurasianism, a
20th century political theory
that modern-day propo-
nents desceribe as saying

[Ses Putin, A4]

Circle of Harris
confidants shifts

In her toughest days vet, the vice
president has been tilting away
from California for candid advice

BY NoAH BIERMAN AND MELANIE MASON
REPORTING FROM WASHINGTON

Vice President Kamala Harris was marinating in a
fresh stew of commentary about her public polling that
showed her home state approval numbers were almost as
dismal as her national ones. Russia had just invaded
Ukraine, forcing the vice president to accelerate her on-
the-job training as the administration faced a defining
foreign policy crisis.

It was the kind of week that has become routine for
Harris, replete with stress and seruting. But for about an
hour on Feb. 28, a cool and cloudy Monday, it felt like the
old times, as she hosted 1 close friends and supporters in
her ceremonial office in a building next to the White
House. They checked out a new bust of Thurgood Mar-
shall in the corner, shared pictures and hugs, and told her
to stay strong.

“Of course, we addressed her as Madam Vice Presi-
dent, but she was Kamala to us,” said Amelia Ashley-
Ward, a Harris friend who is also the publisher of the Sun-
Reporter, the Bay Area Black newspaper that gave a
greenhorn California politician one of her first big politi-
calendorsements. “I assured herthat I still had herback.

Harris does not have many moments like that any-
more. Since taking office, the roster of confidants she re-
lies on for advice and support has contracted and tilted
away from her longtime home base of California. The nar-
rowing of her inner circle reflects the [See Harris, AG]

Children fully vaccinated

COVID vaccination rates for children ages 5 to 11 differ
widely across Los Angeles County

Percentage of children ages 5-11 fully vaccinated

1% B5%
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I.ow vaccination rate

for L.A. County kids

Only 30% of youths
5toll are immunized,
months after the shots
became available.

By EMILY ALPFERT REVES
anD PaI Do

As kids were spilling out
of the gates at Helen Keller
Elementary School in Lyn-
wroodd, outreach worker
Alma Aracen tried to talk to
the parents crowded out-
side.

“We're offering COVITY
vaccines,” Aracen said in
Spanish to one mother, ges-
turing to the moblile clinic
and tables set up by St
John's Community Health
near the school.

The woman, glancing
over, replied in English, “Her
daddy du-Esn‘t. want her to
hawve it.”

In Los Angeles County,
some parents jumped at the
chance to get kids wvacci-
nated when the shots be-
came available for them. But
here and across the country,
new immunizations for kids
fell after an initial mash.

Only 30% of children ages

[See Rate, AT]

Which families
get reparations?
A panel raises only
more questions as
California endeavors to
be the first state to pay
the descendants of
slaves. CALIFORNLA, B1

El Salvador in
emergency state
After T8 are killed,
legislators approve
president’'s decree, and
police arrest five gang
leaders. WoRLD, AZ

Final Four has
familiar names
College basketball blue
bleods Kansas and
North Carolina join
WVillanova and Dulke in
the ficld. sPoRTS, D1
Weather

Heavy morning rain.
L.A. Basin: 80/50. BS
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$1.6-billion Angels [Landing mixed-use project gets city go-ahead. A8
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Men’s Final Four is set: Duke, Kansas, North Carolina and Villanova. D1
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Biden's remark
on Pulin could
further imperil
strained relations
BY Missy Ryvan

President Biden’s declaration
that Russian leader Viadimir Pu-
tin “cannot remain in power”
threatens to push deeply strained
1.5 -Bnssia relations clozer to col-
lapse, former officials and ana-
lysts said, with potentially serious
implications  for Washington's
ability to help steer the war in
Ukraine to an end and avoid a
wider conflict.

The remark — an off-the-cuff
eoda to an address in Poland this
weekend — Injects a stark new
element of personal animus into
the standoff between the world's
biggest nuclear powers. It capped
earlier statements in which Biden
has gone well beyond official for-
mulations — calling Patin a “kill-

er” “buteher” and “war criminal.”

Samuel Charap, a Russia expert
at the Rand Corp, said the admin-
istrations attempts to walk back
the suggestion of a U.S. goal of
regime change would do little w
alter views in Moscow  beciause
Putin helieves the United States is
out to replace him and presiden-
tial statements have trasditionally
been seen as official policy.

“It exacerbates existing threat
perceptions regarding ULS. inten-
tions " he said. “They might just be
much more inclined to do hostile
things in response even maore than
they already are. That is the chal-
lenge.

Biden's speech came at the con-
clusion of a Earopean visit de-
signed to prepare allies for a pro-
longed campaign of u:wnum:c
punishment targeting Russia,
quiring difficult political and "
mancial decisions from keaders on
the continent, as Putins invasion
stalemates in the face of Ukraini-
an resistance.

Bidens speech at a castle in
Warsaw, which came hours after
an emotional encounter  with
Ukrainian refugees, was intended
w ek aph Western resolve
agninst Russia’s actions and, more

SEE TENSIONS 0N ALz
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DPemocracy Dies in Darkness
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Svitlana Tykhonova and her neighbor Natalia Sokobvak, right, reach Kyiv, Ukraine, after fleeting Irpin. “Almost every second houase was
on fire. Missiles hit the houses and they were on fire until there was no fire,” Tykhonova said. “Ne one came to extinguish them.”

Pultin face:

BY PAUL SONNE
anp Roevy Dixow

RIGA, LATVIA — As Russian
President Viadimir Putin enters
his second month of war against
Ukraine, questions are mount-
ing about what limitations he
cculd face as he presses ahead
with an imvasion that has al-
ready inflicted great costs on
the Bussian military and left the
eountry deeply isclated.

Futin for years has snuffed
out dissent, muzzled independ-
ent media and bolstered a secu-
rity state to prevent protests,

military and economic
limilations as war dr:

185 0n

meaning he faces far fewer
domestic constraints in waging
such a war than the leader of a
demacratic nation would. Con-
tinwed revenue from foreign oil
and gas gales, despite Western
sanctions, also is helping him
ease the blow of harsh economic
sanctions at home.,

But Putin does face certain
tactical strictures on the battle-
field, as well as some geopoliti-
cal amd economis constraints
They all will probably make his
ability to wage a long war in
Ukraine more difficult but far

SEE FUTIN ON AL

Re

idents escape the fighting with

their frightful slories, and little else

BY SIOBHAN OGRADY
AND SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

BROVARY, UKRAINE — Vasil
Hilko lay quietly in the hospital,
recovering from surgery that
took the lower half of his right
leg. On the edge of his bed
perched his wife, wiping away
tears. Om the floor nearby was a
single blue sandal, for his only
remaining foot.

In early March, Russian forces
invaded the couples village out-
Brovary, they said, forcing
cf ans to take cover in crowd-
ed shelters underground. Each

night, Bussian troops would
barge in, telling the group of
about 20 people to quickly line
up for a head count. * 'If some-
body is missing, we'll Kill every-
body else; * Vasil Hilke recalled
them saying.

One night, a commander gave
them just 10 seconds to line up
= ‘before we start shooting,” " he
=aid. Hilko was the last to reach
the line and a scldier carrying a
shotzun provesded to open fire
on the G3-year-old's leg as pun-
ishment — then left him wound-
ed without medi
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emands more help

NEW WEAPONS AND
SANCTIONS SOUGH

He steps up pressure
after Biden’s speech

BY SHANE HarR1S,
ADELA SULIMAN
anD Davio L. STERN

Ukrainian  President  Volod-
ymyr Zelensky is demanding that
the United States and its allies
seml more weapons and ratchet
up sanctions, portraying some
leaders as timid in the face of
Russian aggression, His cscala-
tion of criticism comes one day
after President Biden extempora-
neously  declared  that Bussian
President Vladimir Putin “cannot
remain in power:”

“Tve tallked to the defenders of
Mariupol today” Zelensky said ina
video address on Sunday, praising
the southem port city that has
come under horrendous bom-
bardment by Russian forces.
“Their determination, heroism
and firmness are astonishing,” he
said. “If only those who have been
thinking for 31 days on how to
hand over dozens of jets and tanks
had one percent of their courage™

Inaseparate interview with the
Economist, Zelensky asserted that
some countries had drawn a red
lime at sending more offensive
weapons to Ukraine “becanse they
are afraid of Russia. And that's it
And those who say it first are the
first to be afraid”

Zelensky was responding to a
question about French President
Emmanuel Macron, who had said
earlier that Biden's remarks about
Putin during a speech in Poland
risked an “escalation of wonds and
actions" Macron, who ks continu-
ing cfforts to negotiste as a go-
‘between with Russia and Western
allies, also said he wouldn't “use
those kinds of terms” when he
communicates with Putin,

Zelensky argued that Western
nations, which have already im-
pased historic sanctions on Rus-
sia, hadn't gone far enough in their
efforts to cripple the countrys
economy because they “have not
completed the sanctions on dis-
connecting the banking system

SEE UKRAINE ON AS

After struggli

BY WiLLiam Wan

HENDERSONVILLE,

mirror,

she wondered.

She still had a bruise on her right arm
where her 17-year-old son had grabbed her
three weeks earlier, screaming expletives
in her face as she was driving him to
When she closed her eyes, she
would still feel his hands around her throat

school

from the year before.

It was during his most recent outburst
in January that she finally made up her
mind — sometime between the moment
he lunged for their knife drawer and when
she dialed 911 for the 14th time inless than

A year.

The police, as usual, teok her son to the
emergency room. But this time, when the
hospital asked her to pick him up becanse
they couldn't find room for him at a
lity, she refused

SEE CUSTODY ON A4
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= Will Smith took home the award
for best actor — and shocked viewers after

ull coverage, CL.

The (se

slapping Chris Rock.

M.C. — As she sat in
the courthouse parking lot, Lisa Rowe
lowked at her reflection in her rearview

this what a good mother kooks like?

ng to get her mentally ill son treated, an act of desperation: G

WBATT MOCLARTHE WASHING

Liza Bowe at her home in Hendersonville, N.C. For years, she has struggled to get her
son help in battles with insurance companies, school districts and treatment centers.
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with Singaporean Prime
Minister Lee Hsien

Brain changes after covid.
chemo could be similar

Studies explore links
between conditions that
cause fuzzy thinking

BY Artama Evnsuna CHa

People with “chemo brain” and
covid brain fog could not seem
maore  different: Those with
“chemo brain™ have a life-threat-
ening disease for which they've
taken toxic drugs or radiation.
Many of those with covid brain
fog, in contrast, describe them-
selves as previously healthy peo-
ple who have had a relatively
mild infection that felt like a cold.

So when Stanford University
neuroscientist  Michelle Monje
began studies on long covid, she
was fascinated to find similar
changes among patients in both
groups, in specialized brain cells
that serve as the organ’s surveil-

THE NATION
Arcund the country,
GOP lawmakers are
pushing a historic wave
of bills targeting the
rights of LGETQ youths
and their fi . A0

THE WORLD
In Colombia, a former
memberof a guerrilla

Latin American left as he
muns for president. a8

THE ECONOMY
Former safety regula-

tors detail how they've
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With cagemess

and trepidation, the
Washimgton region is
returning from strict
coronavins restrictions
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cellphone dragnets are
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nationwide. B1

of State
Antony Blinken travels
o the Middle E
Morth Africa.
The Supreme Court
releases orders and hears
oral arguments in two
i ddition to
selay
\'Irulmmlm_
lMBenmJndidxry
Comumittes meets to
consider the Supreme
Court nomination of
Ketanji Brown Jackson,

TUESDAY
President Biden meets

Loang.

WEDNESDAY

The House Armaed Ser-
viees Committee holds s
hearing on natiomnl se-
curity threats in Europe.
THURSDAY

Weekly jobless claims
arcestimated at
195,000,

FRIDAY
The

Court
meeets for a conference.
The Labor Department
issues its March employ-
ment summary.

lance and defense sysbem.

"It was really quite striking”
Monje said.

In cancer patients undergoing
treatment, a malfunction in
those same cells, known as mi-
croglia, are belleved to be a cause
of the furzy thinking that many
describe. Scientists have also
theorized that in Alzheimers
disease, these cells may be im-
peded. making it difficult for
them to counteract the cellular
wear and tear of aging.

Monje's project is part of a
erucial and growing body of
research that suggests similari-
ties in the mechanisms of post-
covid cognitive changes and oth-
er long-studied brain conditions,
including “chemo brain” Al-
zheimer’s and other post-wiral
syndromes following infections
with influenza, Epstein-Barr,
HIV or Ebola.

“There is humongous overlap™
between long covid and these

SEE BRAIN ON ALY
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Joyful noise

The Foo Fighters' Taykor
Harwkins understood the
boorrhash catharsis of
rock drumming, G1
Floyd remembered
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Analizansi una mujer embarazada que
tje locontrajoen el exrerior
porlaaltacontagiosidad, instan a
completar lavacunacion. Pagina 23

ANGEL DIMARIA,
UNA DESPEDIDA
MUY PENSADA

deportes

Elrosarinocumpliocon los objetivos
enel seleccionadoargentinoy

solo le queda el Mundial de Qatar en el
horizonte.
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Se acelero la suba de precios,
pero el Presidente dijo que la
inflacion es “autoconstruida”

escaLapa. “Hay diablos gque suben precios”, dijo; en una semana, los alimentos aumentaron 7,7%

Las medidas del Goblerno contra la
inflacidn nohicieron mellaen elalza
de preciosen el rubrodealimentos y
bebidas, que en la cuarta semana de
miarzo s acelerd hasta 7 T respecto
de la misma semana de febrero, se-
gin mediciones privadas. Con estos
datos, la inflacién de marzo de este
sensible rubro cerraria en 5,4%. Al-

gunos estudios ya revisaron al alza
sus prondsticos para todo el afio, a
entre 60y 55%.

Ayer, durante una entrevista con
la TV Piiblica, el presidente Alberto
Ferndndez volvid a buscar causas
ajenas ala politica oficial al explicar
elalzade precios. El mandatariosos-
tuvoque hay “diablos que aumentan

los preciosy hayque hacerlosentrar
en razon”,en referenciaalos empre-
sarios. Y dijo gue hay “una inflacién
autoconstruida” en “la cabeza de la
gente” Paginas 12y 18

Algomas peligroso ocurre
debajo deestainflacidn
Guillermo Oliveto, Piginald

Lacalle Pou
obtuvo un
apoyo clave
asuplande
reformas

URUGUAY. La tzquierda no
logro la derogacion de un
paquete de leyes

EL ESCENARIO
Fernandez se
abraza a Macri
Claudio Jacgquelin
Piaginal3d

MONTEVIDED (De nuestrocorres-
ponsal).- Enuncrucial referéndum
en el que se ponia en juego ka ambi-
closa agenda de reformas de Luis
Lacalle Pou,los uruguayos respalda-
Tom ayer por una diferenciaajustada
el paquete de leyes que el Congreso
habiavotado entre abril y junio de

2020, La izquierda, liderada por el
Frente Amplio, buscaba derogar

El golpe de Will Smith que
descoloco a Hollywood

F —

Especticulos

Un momento tan incdmodo como insdlito se vivid anoche en los Oscar.
Chris Rock hizo una broma de mal gusto sobre la calvicie de Jada Pinkett, la esposa de
Will Smith, y el actor subid al escenario para golpear e insultar al comediante, Envueltoen
ldgrimas, Smith pidid disculpas poco despudés al agradecer el premioal mejor actor.

will Sr;'iith dejé su asiento para golpear a Chris Rock tras una broma sobre su esposa, Jada Pinkett

GETTY IMAGES

las reformas, consideradas la pie-
dra angular del gobierno, Paginas

Corte: mas de
50 recursos
contra causas
de corrupcion

JUSTICIA. La Corte Suprema se
dispone a resolver mis de 50 re-
cursos presentados por lavicepre-
sidenta Cristina Kirchner y otros
acusados, queintentan frenar unas
17 causas pordenuncias decorrup-
cidn, segin un relevamiento de La
KACION. Se espera que el tribunal
comiencearesponder losrecursos
e los pronimos meses. Pagina 10

LA NACION EN MALVINAS

Las islas, hoy.

Segiin Kiev, intenta partir el pais siguiendo el modelo de Corea; hoy, nueva ronda de didlogo

Luisa Corradini
CORRESPONSAL ENFRAMCIA

PARIS.- En visperas de la nueva
rondade negociaciones ruso-uera-
nianas, que comienza hoy en Tur-
quia, el presidente ueraniano, Vo-

LA GUERRA EN UCRANIA — DIA 33

Putin planea la division de Ucrania

lodimir Zelensky, reconocidque su
gobierno estudia “en profundidad™
la cuestidn de la neutralidad de su
pais exigida por Mosci. Al mismo
tiempo, sus servicios de inteligen-
claadvirtieron que, obligado por los
malos resultados de sus fuerzas en

elterreno, Vladimir Putinintenta di-
vidiraUcrania, basindoseen el mo-
delo de Corea del Nortey Corea del
Sur, un plan centrado en el control
delasregiones separatistasdel Don-
bass, hoy ocupadas por las fuerzas
del Kremlin. Continia en la pagina 2

La defensa ueraniana, letal
contra los generales rusos
Pégina 4

Qué puede obligar a Putin a
cambiar de rumbo

Pigina 6

LLanueva vida,
cosmopolita
y diversa

Hugo Alconada Mon
ENVIADOESPECIAL

PUERTOARGENTING.-Shupikayi
Chipunza llegda lasislas Malvinas
en 2009, tras pisar las Zonas mas
calientes del mundo. Nacido en
Zimbabue, durante 14 afios siguid
vivo gracias a sus oidos sensibles y
manos firmes: desactivi minas ex-
plosivas en Irak, Croacia, el Congoy
Afgranistin, Continva en la pagina 16
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ENTREVISTA DA 22
Amancio Oliveira
Uso politico
do Museu do
Ipiranga nao
pegara bem

INDEPENDENCIA, 200
O candidato gue usarare-
inauguracao, prevista pa-
ra 7 de Setembro, como vi
trine eleitoral podera re-
ceber resposta negativa
da sociedade, afirma o vi-
ce-diretor da instituicio.
“Eum patrimonio cultural
do pais, nfo vai pegar bem
fazer uso politico.” ao

SEGUNDA-FEIRA, 28 DE MARCO DE 2022

R% 5,00

Bolsonaro eleva pressao sobre
TSE, que tenta censurar festival

Corte acatou pedido do PL apds show no Lollapalooza em que Pabllo Vittar exibiu imagem de Lula (PT)

O presidente Jair Bolsona-
ro (PL) participou de evento
em clima de comicio ontem
em Brasilia, apesar dasreco-
mendacgdes juridicas devido
ao risco de crime eleivoral.
Nomesmo fim de semana,
sua equipe questionou pro-
paganda pro-Lula em show.

Pessimistas com a economia
dobram, aponta Datafolha

A parcela de brasileiros que
ESpEeram piora na economia
dobrou, segundo o Datafo-
lha. Em dezembro, 20% ti-
nham essa percepgao. No
levantamento mais recen-
te, feito na terga (2z) € na
quarta (23) com 2.556 elei-
tores em 181 cidades de ro-
do o pais, 40% disseram ver
o futuro menos promissor.

Aumentou ainda o nime-
ro dos que dizem acreditar
que crescerio a inflacao
(74 %, contra 46% na pesqui-
sa anterior) e o desempre-
go (50%, eram 35%) e que o
poder de compra do salario
vai cair (40%, contra 25%;).
Amargem de erro ¢ de dois
pontos percentuais, para
mais ou Menos. Mercado p.1

Saude recua de decretar ‘fim
da pandemia’ e mira mascaras

Ministério modulou o discurso e agora quer banir uso de
midscaras e reforgar versio de que o governo venceua Co-
vid. Estratégia é adotar mudancas mais brandas, como nao
mais restringir exportacio de medicamentos. cotidiano B1

Casos de cancer crescem 26%
no mundo, e mortes, 21%

EDITORIAIS AZ

Sob pressao

A respeito de comando e
governanga da Petrobras.
Dura sabatina

Sobre primeira negra in-
dicada 4 Suprema Corte.
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530 Paulo hoje
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A legislacido sd permite
campanha a partir de 16/8.

No encontro, Bolsonaro
disse que a eleicio de ou-
tubro ndo ¢é luta da esquer
da contra a direita, mas “do
bem contra o mal”, em refe-
réncia ao ex-presidente Lu-
iz Indcio Lula da Silva (PT).

[ i—

0 FL, partido de Bolsona-
o, acionou o TSE por supos
ta propaganda eleitoral irre-
gular no festival Lollapaloo-
za, em Sao Paulo. No sabado
(26), a cantora Pabllo Vitrar
mostrou uma toalha verme-
lha com o rosto de Lula e fez
um sinal de “L’ com a méo.

Will Smith (dir) agride o apresentador Chris Rock apos piada sobre sua mulher  siansoyderfRevars

O tribunal acatou parcial-
mente o pedido e determi
nou multa de R$ 50 mil pa-
ra o festival se houvesse ou-
ras manifestagbes a favor
ou contra gqualquer candi-
dato ou partido no evento.
Produtora do Lollapalooza,
a T4F entrou com recurso.

A defesa do festival dis-
se nao ter como fazer cum
prir a ordem que “veda ma-
nifestagdes de preferéncia
politica”. Como se trata de
decisao monocratica, toma-
da pelo ministro Raul Arai-
jo,aagioainda serdilevadaa
plendrio. poder A4 ellastradacl

ANALISE

Uira Machado
Tribunal se mete
em trapalhada

Se osartistas nio pediram
voto e se limitaram a elogi-
ar Lula e cridcar Bolsona-
ro, o gue o TSE tem a ver
com isso? Era a pergunta
que o ministro Raul Araii-
jo deveria ter feito ansad-
vogados do presidente. c2

Delator nio apresentou
provas contra Alckmin
Marcelino Seras, ex-presi-
dente do grupo EcoRodo-
vias, mostroucomo levan-
toudinheiro para supostas
doagoes ilegais, mas nao
provas de contatos gue
disse ter mantido com o
ex-governador, Politica A6

Partido Socialista
assume Portugal

com forga para
impor agenda
Mundo A8

Ibama tem R$ 1bi
em multas que
podem prescrever

Levantamento da Folha re-
vela gue infragoes gue so-
mam mais de R$ 1 bilhdo
ndo foram levadas a seto-
res de conciliagdo, etapa
criada pelo governo para
enfraquecer a fiscalizacao.
A lista tem, entre outros,
madeireiras, sidenirgicas
euma ferrovia. CotidianoBS

Aquirio do Pantanal é

inaugurado apds 11 anos
Ao custode R$ 200 milhoes
e marcada por demincias
de corrupcao, a obra tem
32 tanques com cerca de
8o% de espécies de pei-
xes da regido. Pablico sé
poderd visitar em maio. B2

C3
Oscar fora
do script

Pouco apds agredir o apre-
sentador Chris Rock e Jane
Campion ser sagrada me-
lhor diretora por “Ataque
dos Caes”, Will Smithlevou
seu primeiro Oscar de atu-
acao, por “King Richard”. O
melhor filme foi "No Ritmo
do Coraciio”. mNuestradacs

IHustrada
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Privados denuncian competencia desleal de Petropar, que tiene subsidio

Emblemas suben hoy hasta
en G. 1.500 sus combustibles

ULTIMARORA ~

www.ultimahora.com
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100 GIE

Desde la fecha el nuevo precio del diésel comun es de G. 8.550 el litro, naftas suben en el
orden de G. 1.000. Cisternas bolivianas llevan carburante desde el puerto de San Antonio.
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inconsistencias en las  N&L
DDJJ no se penalicen -

PAGHMA &

(torgado por Coop. Medalla Milagrosa
Fiscalia investiga un
crédito irregular a la
Comuna de Fernando
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El mundo del espectaculo de luto
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ENVIRONNEMENT
Les éleveurs de
volailles demunis
face a l'ampleur

de la grippe aviaire
PAGE 10

FOOTBALL Giroud,
lI'histeire sans fin
chez les Bleus race1s

CINEMA

La nouvelle
obsession

de Hollywood

pour les franchises
du jeu videéo racesn

MUSIQUE
Lachanson ala
mode de Bretagne
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de samedi:
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un embargo sur le pétrole
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Kharkiv resiste'sous
le feu des bombes russes

Le récit de nos envoyées spéciales dans la deuxiéme ville d'Ukraine, transformée en champ
de ruines, mais qui n’'est pas tombée aux mains des Russes apres un mois d'offensive. pacesaers

Le PDG d’Orpea : «Je
présente mes excuses aux
résidents et a leurs familles »

Philippe Charrier réagit dans un

«de dysfonctionnements gra

entretien au Figaro 4 la plainte
envisagée par I'Etat contre le
gestionnaire d'Ehpad, & la suite
du rapport Igas- 1GF, qui fait état

ves:s, [ldit avoir pris conscience
de I'émoi Kgitime suscité et
s'engage i collaborer pleine
ment aves la justice, PAGE 24

B3 EDITORIAL per vves thcerd yitweartitgarot:
La vitalité d’'une démocratie

ous les candidats, ou presque,
étalent sur le pont en ce dimanche
de printermmps. Alors quune forte
abstention pourrait marquer le pre
mier tour de la présidentielle dans
treize jours, sans doute voulaient-ils faire
mentr ks somndages. Et montrer, du Troca
déro, a Paris, & la plage du Prado, & Marseille,
qu'ils attirent les foules, déchainent les ap-
plandissements, suscitent encore 1'espoir
" autres lendemains.
Cette détermination a voulolr convaincre les
électeurs jusqu’au dernier instant va a rebours
des commentaires souvent nargquaois entendus
Jusquici. Aprés des mols de campagne éprou
vants et des passages a vide pour chacun des
prétendants, elle traduit 4 sa fagon la noblesse
du débat politique. Rien n'est effectivernent
écrit a 'avance, seul le verdict des urmes
compte, Bt I'expérience nous a appris que ce
lui-ci pouvait réserver beaucoup de surprises.
Clest & cette aune-1a que la vitalité d'une dé
mocratie se juge, ce que nombre de peuples
hdillonnes, v compris en Eurcpe, nous en-
vient.
O dit cette campagne singuliere, car elle se-
rait reléguée au second plan de 'actualite, La

longue crise sanitaire, qui a causé la mort de
quelque 140 000 personnes en France, puis la
guerre en Ukraine, dont nul ne peut prédire le
déroulement, auraient détourné Iattention
des électeurs. Clest pourtant effet inverse que
cesdeux événements devraient produire.
[Drans ce contexte angodssant et en partle inat
tendu, les questions sur I"'avenir de notre pays
somt phus nombreuses que

Rien n'est jamais. Elles portent sur
A ' s notre indépendance in-
ecrit a dustrielle et militaire, sur
1'avance ]l‘:‘vLaPJ.G.I'Il.H de notre Etat

a I'K.I'I'Ipllr sC5  Missions
avec efficacité, sur la préservation de notre
souveraineté nationale, sur la défense de nos
valeurs républicaines. ..

Ces sujets appellent des réponses qui s'inscri

vent dans un projet cohérent, ambitieux, et
nondans un catalogue de mesures sans souffle
relevant d'un simple esprit gestionnaire. Dans
la demniére ligne droite avant le scrutin, les
candidats & I'investiture supréme ont done en

core les movens de faire leurs preuves sur ce
front, Et ainsidinciter les Frangais a interrom -
pre leur partie de péche dominicale. 5'il existe
un vote utile, c’est bien celui-1a, et luiseul... W

00 — AR 25 DK - TUM : 80007
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Au Trocadéro,

Eric Zemmour réussit
le pari de la mobilisation

Le candidat de Reconguéte!

jouait gros ce dimanche. Avec

des sondages moins favorables,
le meeting du Trocadéro se de
vait d’étre une réussite, Reven-

I
= <
AN

AUTONOM®

’entrepot qui produit

sa propre
énergie verte

by

(D) 01 47 47 05 46 — argan.frfautonom
communication@argan.fr

diquant 100000 personnes,
Lemmour a atteint son objectif.
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Putin wants to split Ukraine
in two like Korea, warns Kyiv

Daniel Boffey
Lviv

Vladimir Putin is seeking to split
Ukraine into two, emulating the
postwar division between North and
South Korea, the invaded country’s
military intelligence chief has said.

In comments that raise the pros-
pect of a long and bitter frozen
conflict, Gen Kyrylo Budanov, who
foretold Russia’s invasion as far back
as November, warned of bloody
guerrilla warfare.

The grim prediction came as Leo-
nid Pasechnik, the leader of the
self-proclaimed Luhansk People's
Republic in eastern Ukraine, said he
would probably hold a referendumon
histerritory becoming part of Russia.

“I think that in the near future a
referendum will be held on the terri-
tory of the republic, during which the
people will ... express their opinion
on joining the Russian Federation,”
Pasechnik said.

Budanov said hebelieved Putinhad
rethought his plan for full eccupation
since failing to swiftly take Ukraine’s
capital, Kyiv, and overthrow Volody-
myr Zelenskiy's government, “Itisan
attemnpt to create North and South
Koreain Ukraine,” he said of the new
Kremlin strategy.

Officials in Kyiv said they expected
troops attacking the capital and the
embattled city of Kharkiv to move
east within two weeks.

In other developments:
® Zelenskiy told Russian journal-
ists Ukraine was prepared to discuss
adopting a neutral status as part of a
peace deal with Russia but it would
have tobe guaranteed by third parties

and put to a referendum. w

® The French president,

A Ukrainians who live in Lebanon and supporters in Beirut yesterday. The weekend saw pro-Ulkrainian rallies held across the world suotockae: waeL HAMZEH/EPs

Diplomacy Warnings
against ‘escalation’ after
Biden'sad-lib Page 4 =

Plans for big shake-up of
English schools revealed

Richard Adams
Eduration editor

Flans for a major redrawing of the
schools system in England will
allow councils toestablish their own
academy trusts and permit schools
to leave those that are failing.

$610_u4881

The policies come in a new
schaols white paper to be published
today, including a “parent pledge”
for families to request additional
support for their children that has
been dismissed as a “gimmick” by
school leaders.

Central to the white paper is a
new push for academy trusts to

Aid Ukraine criticises
UNrefugeeagency over
response towar Pages =

take over the running of schools in
England, with a 2030 target date
for council-maintained schools to
have converted into academies and
joined or be preparing to join a multi-
academy trust {(Mat).

The white paperalso calls forareg-
ulatory review of Mats, potentially
paving the way for an independent
regulator of school trusts and their
operations.

Academies are state-funded
schoals with higher degrees ofauton-
omy in governance, use of resources
and curriculum, But the number of
schools converting to academy status

Escape from Irpin Frail
residents finally escape
besieged town Page 6 -

has slowed recently, with a majority
of primary schools and a fifth of sec-
ondary schools retaining their links
tolocal authorities,

Provisions in the white paper
would allow local authorities to
establish Mats and gain powers
to encourage schools to join one,
“where that is the right approach for
local schools”, in areas lacking high-
performing Mats,

Councils may also get significant
new powers to force academies to
accept children who are without a
school place.

Ministers say the change would

Refugees Familiessettle
intotheir new lives
across Europe Page 8 -

help overcome the objections of the
remaining maintained and voluntary-
aided schoolsto becomingacademies
and streamline England’s compli-
cated school governance system,
Lucy Nethsingha, of the children
and young people board at the Local
Government Association,
said: “We are pleased

L



