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utin's war in Ukraine

and the wave of Western
sanctions in response are
starting to hit Russia’s oil-
and-gas industry, the coun-
try's economic engine. Al

#+ A federal jury found an
ex-Boeing pilot not guilty of
deceiving air-safety regula-
tors about a 737 MAX
control system later blamed
for two fatal crashes. Al

# Identity-verification
provider Okta said that a
January data breach re-
wealed by hackers this week
may have affected hun-
dreds of customers. BL, B2

+ U.5. stocks fell, with the
S&P 500 losing 1.2% and
the Dow and Nasdaq both
retreating 1.3%. Brent crude
futures climbed 5.3%. B11

#+ Toshiba's shareholders
rejected a management
plan to split the company
into two parts. Bl

# The Biden administra-
tion said it would renew
tariff waivers for 352 cate-
gories of goods from China
whose previously granted
exemptions had expired. AZ

+ Meta Platforms" man-
agement team is scattering
to locations far firom its
Silicon Valley headguarters,
in an extreme test of the
limits of remote work. Bl

* A federal judge ruled
that ZTEs probation for
violations of U.5. sanctions
on Iran could end, freeing
the Chinese tech company
from some oversight. B4

# China’s Tencent

said that its revenue growth
in the fourth guarter slowed
to the weakest pace in
nearly two decades, B
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* NATO estimated Russia
has lost as much as one-fifth
of its combat forees sent to
Ukraine in about a month of
ting, as Biden and alliance
leaders gathered in Brussels
to discuss providing further
support to Kyiv to repel the
Russian invasion. Al, A8-11
#+ Republicans aggressively
questioned Supreme Court
nominee Jackson over her
sentences for o crin-
‘while Senate Democrats
decried GOP tactics they
said were disrespectful. Ad

+ Moderna's Covid-19 vac-
cine safiely induced robust m-
mune responses in children
ages 6 months to 5 yvears in a

new study, the company said,
though the shot had modest
efficacy against Omicron. A3

* Trump rescinded an en-
dorsement for Alabama Sen-
ate candidate Mo Brooks,
saying the congressman
had mowed on from push-
ing claims about a stolen
2020 presidential election. A4
# An ex-Manhattan prosecu-
ror who inves|
said in a resignation letter
last month that he believed
the former president com-
mitted numerous felonies.

# Idaho's governor signed
into law new abortion limits
modeled on a Texas law, even
as he expressed reservations
about the legislation. A3

* Rescuers recovered
one of the black boxes from
the Boeing 737 that crashed
in southern China. A12

# The Taliban halved a
plan to reopen secondary
schools for girls, reneging
on an earlier pledze. A12
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Russian Casualties Are Mounting

3

A funeral service was held Wednesday in Sevastopol, Crimea, for Andrei Paliy, a deputy commander of Russia’s Black Sea
Fleet, who was killed in fighting with Ukraine forces Sunday in the Sea of Azov port of Mariupol.

Biden is in Brussels for
talks with allies; NATO
says Moscow has lost
up to fifth of its forces

MATO estimated Russia has
lost as much as one-fifth of its
combat forces sent to Ukraine
in about a month of fighting

By Daniel Michaels,
Isabel Coles
and Georgi Kantchev

as President Biden and alliance
leaders gathered in Brussels
for a summit to discuss pro-
viding further support to Kyiv
to repel the Russian invasion.

Between 7000 and 15,004
Russian soldiers have been
killed in Ukraine and up to
40,000 Russian troops in total
have been killed, wounded,
taken prisoner or are missing,
said a senior military official
from the North Atlantic Treaty
Or:,ani?ation Russia might also
have lost 10% of its equipment,
impairing Moscow's ability to
maintain its pace of operations.,

said another NATO official.
The casualty count would
underscore how much Russia’s
attack on Ukraine, which be-
Please turn ropage A0

Moscow Feels Sting
Of Sanctions on Oil

By Geonci KantcHEy

President Viadimir Putin's
war in Ukraine and the wawve
of Western sanctions in re-
sponse are starting to hit Rus-
51a"s eCconomic engine: its pro-
digious oil-and-gas industry.

The U.S. and Canada hawve
barred the little Russian oil
they import, while the Euro-
pean Union is considering a
ban. But for the most part,
Western sanctions have so far
avoided directly limiting most
of Russia's energy exports. LS.
and EU restrictions, though,
have already cut off Russias
access to funding and ad-
vanced technology to develop
and maintain its aging fields.

An exodus of Western en-
ergy companies, meanwhile, is
disrupting major projects from

the Arctic to the Pacific Ccean.
Traders and banks, meanwhile,
have been shunning Russian
oil cargoes in recent weeks. All
that is threatening Russian oil
production, which represents
one in every 10 barrels
pumped globaily. Other sanc-
tioned petrostates. like Iran
and Venezuela, have struggled
to recover from the big hit to
production such restrictions
have caused. Analysts warn
Russia could, too.

“This will set back the in-
dustry many years,” said
Mikhail Krutikhin, a partner at
independent consulting firm
RusEnergy who advises Rus-
sian oil companies. “It means
loss of competitiveness.™

Any decline of its energy
industry could blunt one of

Please turn fo page A9

Exchange ls
Set to Reopen

Russian stocks are to partially
resume trading Thursday. A%

Russia’s benchmark
stock index, the MOEX
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U.S., Allies Race
To Resupply Arms
As Kyiv Runs Low

REZESZOW, Poland—Day and
night, truck convoys rumble
through once quiet Polish bor-
der towns and villages. Giant
military-transport planes land

By Drew Hinshaw,
Joe Parkinsomn
and Nancy A. Youssel

several times an hour on the
single runway at a local airport.
Their cargo: weapons for the
Ukrainian forces fighting to beat
back Russia's invading army.
The U5, and its North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization allies
have been racing for weeks to
deliver antitank missiles, air
defense batteries and other ar-

maments in one of the largest
international arms transfers
since World War II. Hundreds
ons of dollars of weap-
nave been shipped.

MNow, pressure is growing to
ramp up the pace further, as
Ukraine said it is running out
of weapons and ammunition.
Antitank and antiaireraft mis-
siles are in especially short
supply. Ukrainian defense offi-
cials said. During this week’s
MNATO summit and meeting of
the European Union, President
Biden is expected to press al-
lies to give Ukraine more, par-
ticularly air-defense systems,
U.S. officials said.

Please furn fo page A8

French Firms Stay Put in Russia, as Others Retreat

By Mick KosTow
Anp STacy MecHTRY

PARIS—Companies across
the West are retreating from
Russia in the wake of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin's decision
to invade Ukraine. Some of
France's biggest firms are

U.S. says Russia is
guilty of war crimes
AB

Madeleine
Albright
Dies at
Age 84

hanging on.

Russians  shopping  for
sporting  goods. groceries,
tools and hardware can find
them at French retailers that
continue to operate in Russia.
French bank Société Générale
5A%s local lender is processing
transactions for Russian cli-

Moscow will expel
more LS. diplomats

ents, Energy giant TotalEner-
gies SE is clinging to huge in-
vestments in Russian oil-and-
gas Ffields.

Auto maker Renault SA
which is 15%-owned by the
French state, has been in a lo-
gistical scramble to restart its
assembly lines in  Russia,

Zelensky asked U.S. to spare
oligarch from sanctions

Idaho Needs Potatoes, So Maine Is Chipping In

* *

State’s deep roots with tubers pay off as demand sprouts

By Jenwrrer LeviTe

VAN BUREN, Maine—When
it comes to spuds, top produc-
ers lIdaho and Washington
grab all the attention.

Mowy, TMaine is knocking some
starch out of the competition.

In a state more famous for
lobsters, Maine’s humble spud,
cultivated mostly far north
near Canada, is having its mo-
ment in the spotlight after
drought and heat reduced
vields in the West. To help
meet the national appetite for

french fries and hash browns.
and to jump-start future spud
crops, Maine growers are ship-
ping millions of potatoes tao
Washington and Idaho. Local
farmers say it feels like selling
ice to Anchorage. “T take great

Please turn to page AG

where it owns the country's
biggest car maker. The firm
has tried to reorganize its Rus-
sian supply chain to replace
parts it is missing because of
sanctions, according to people
familiar with the matter.
French firms say they are
trying to go about their busi-

Putin says Europe must pay
for natural gas in rubles
A9

ness in Russia, abiding by
sanctions rules and hewing to
puidance from the government
of President Emmanuel Ma-
cron. France has an outsize
presence among the biggest
foreign firms in Russia, with
roots established in the wake

Flease turn to page AI1

Mestlé set to pare back
its operations in Russia
ALl

Ex-Boeing Pilot Found
Not Guilty in MAX Case

By AnprEW TANGEL

FORT WORTH, Texas—A
federal jury found a former
Boeing Co. pilot not guilty of
deceiving air-safety regulators
about a 737 MAX flight-contral
system later blamed for two fa-
tal crashes.

The decision in the four-day
trial was re ed after less
than two hours of deliberation
and acguirted Mark Forkner on
all four counts of wire fraud.
Mr. Forkner was accused of
misleading a training official at
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
wation about an automated
cockpit feature to reduce how
much training pilots  would
need to fly the plane, thus
making the jet more attractive
ro airlines.

Afver US. District Judge
Reed O'Connor read the wver-
dict, Mr. Forkner became emo-
tional as his lawyers put their
arms around him. Crying, he
smiled and hugged his wife
who was in the courtroom with
other supporters.

Mr. Forkner., 50 years old,

declined to comment. His at
rorneys said they were grateful
o jurors for their indepen-
dence in weighing the Justice
Department’s case. “They saw
through it, and we're very
grateful ¥ said David Gerger,
one of Mr. Forkner's attorneys.

A Justice Department
spokesman said the agency
5 and law
efforts to
investigate and try the case.
“While we are disappointed in
the outcome, we respect the
jury’s verdict,” the spokesman
said.

Mr. Forkner has been the
only person charged in relation
to the crashes, seen as part of
the Justice Department’s effort
to hold individuals accountable
for their roles in corporate
misdeeds.

Mr. Forkner's attomeys had
argued federal prosecutors tar
getod him as a scapegoat for
the accidents, which claimed
346 lives. They noted Mr.
Forkner wasn't an engineer and
that many others were involved

Please turn topage A4
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‘Shrinkflation’ alert

Sneaky moves to get you paying the

same for less —g

The Wirecard file

Prosecutors’ 470-page indictment
against ‘Doktor Braun' — sic READ, PAGE 17

USA §2.50 Cansda CERO0

Russian lessons

Western business should reassess its

China reliance — e

Chubais becomes most senior
Putin aide to quit since invasion

e Architect of privatisations departs Kremlin & Nato lines up additional help for Ukraine

MAX SEDDON — RIGA

Anatoly Chubais has quit as viadimir
Putin's special climate envoy, making
him the highest-ranking official to keave
the Kremlin since Russias war on
Ukralne began.

Dmibtry Peskow, the Russlan presi-
dent’s spokesman, told the Financial
‘Times that Chubais had resigned from
s position, without specifying when he
had done so or whether he had quit in
protest over theinasion of Ukraine.

Russian newspaper Kommersant
claimed Chubais was in Istanbul and
published a photograph of him in a
baseball cap withdrawing money from a
cash machine. Chubals and his wife
eould not immediately be reached for
commient. News of the resignation was
first reported by Rloomberg.

Chubais, an architect of Russiah post-
communist privatisation, is the most
senlor figure Lo leave a govern ment post
since the Invaslonon Febmary 24.

Putin sabd Last week Russia needed to
“purify itself™ by “dstinguishing trae
patriots from scum and traitors™ who
made up a “fifth column®™ of elites who,
“in their very nature mentally, exist
aver there, and not here, with our peo-
ple, with Russia®.

Chubais remains widely reviled in
Russla for the econsmic mrbulence
wihsen Boris Yeltsln was president (n the
19508, He played a key role in the infa-
mnus loans-for-shares scheme that pri-
vatised enormously valuable state
industrial assets to a small clique of oli-
garchson the cheag.

When Chubais was Yeltsin's chisl of
staff in 1996, he gave a then unknown
Putin his flrst job in the Krembin,

Gradually, he lost his reputation as a
modernising liberal as he found his feet
under Putin, who appointed him to a
series of posts leading state compankes
before appointing him dimate envoy in
2020

Chubais’s resignation comes a month
into Russia’s assault on Ukraine amid

Dimon's reputation faces
stress test over spending

Jamie Dimon, The JPMorgan chied who
s buili his reputation on pursuing
growih while kesping the id on costs
since taking over In 2005, Is facing rane

Viadimir Putin
and Anatoly
Chubads in 2005
as Boris Yeltsin's
chicf of staff, the
climate envoy
gave the future
president his
first Kremlin job
P Kchart SR

Egypt asks IMF for support as Ukraine
crisis affects wheat and crude imports

HEBA SALEM — CAIRD

Egypt has asked the IMF for support as
the country struggles to weather the
ecomoambc impact of the Russian inva-

sion of Ularadne,

“The Arab mation is facing mounting
pressure on its public finasces after the
Russkanassault sent grain prices soaring
and increased the price ofodl.

Egypt, which is the world's biggest

signa that the advance of Putin's forces
has stalled. Ukraine has mounted a
Flerce resistance, abded in part by weap-
onry provdded by western allles. Mato
leaders said yesterday they were also
preparingto send equipment to Ulaaine
for use in debending themselves against
chemicaland nuclear weapons.

Jens Stoltenberg, Mato's secretary-
general, said the allbance was expected
to agree to providing Ukraine with
“additlonal support”, Including equip-
ment to “protect against chemical, bie-
logical, radiclogical and nuclear
threats".

Mato beaders are to discoss extending
Snltenbery’s term as secretany-general
today beyond his planned departure

lenges for countries arcund the world,
including Egypt.” sald Celine Allard.
1MF mission chief for Egypt, yesterday,

“In that comtext, the Egyptian author-
ithes have requested the IMF's support
to implement their comprehensive so-
nomic programme.”

Egypt has benefited from previons
IMF loans and programmes. In 2018, it
secured a $13bn loan over three years
after a forelgn currency crisis that fol-
loweed lts 2011 revohstion.

this sammer, as allies fret over the
potential ramifications of changing
lesdership during the Ukraine war.
Meanwhile, oil exports from a cruacal
pipeline on Russia’s Black Sea coast were
fully halted yesterday, pushing crade

Inside

w Scholz recession alert Page 2

= Life without Nord Stream Page 3
= Blder's Eurape mission Page &
Ol reports Page 10

= Dawid Gardner Page 16

= Mare opinion Page 17

man

prelude to discussions with the fund on
a potemntial loan. Egypt also announced a
package of tax breaks and increases in
soclal spending amounting to $7bn.
The devaluation “smooths the path
fir an IMF programme which we befieve
will help anchor confidence in Egypt's
fiscal and reform trajectory”, sabd Gold-

sachs,
The war has also delivered a Blow to
tourlsm, a main source of forelgn

[prices higher amid fears that Moscow
waould Interrupt esergy supplies just as
Us president Joe Biden arrived in
Europae tordiscuss the Ukraline war,

The Casplan Fipeline Consortium, the
Moscow-headquartered group ranning
aline linking Kazakh oil elds with Riss-
ska'’s Movorossiysk port, said it was shut-
timg down all three units used to load oil
from the more than 1.500km artery on
totankers, bBlaming storm damage.

“The loading is fully stopped due to
objective reasons because of abnormal
storms,” sadd Nikolay Gorban, CPC's
chief executive. The full closure comes
as EU leaders prepare to discuss deeper
sanctions on Moscow for its invasion of
Ukraine.

= Russian-lavoured Cypriot lender to shut
RCE Bank, used by Russlan expats living in Cyprus,
is planning to close its retail business, making it the
first lender to returmn money to depositors in
respanse to Russia’s nvasion of Ukoraine.— pasE 8

» Toshiba investors push for bayout talks
Big shareholders have said they are confident ey
can force the industrial conglomerate to reopen
talks with private equity groups as they bead into a
showd owm meeting of Investors today. — Page 7

» Brussels to publish digital markets kow
The EU is paised to unveil long-awaited legiskation
designed Lo rein in the power of Big Tech this week,
aftera deal was struck on crucial detalls such as the
sime of companies Lo be targeted — pacs &

= Taliban block reopening of girls” schools
Diesperate students have been

left stranded outside campuses

in Afghanistan after leaders

went back on a pledge to allow
resumption of education far ,A
teemage girls— puce & PRE
» Evergrande bondholders call in lawyers
A group of irvestors has moved closer to formal
legal action after the most indebted property group
made the surprise disdosure that miystery lenders
tova subsidiary had claimed $2bn in cash.— PasE w
= Wall Street bonuses rise more than 20%
The average payout has leapt 1o a reoond §257,500,
according to ligures for last year. Including bonases,

the average salary was $478,470 — five times the
averyge for the rest of the private sector.— Page T

= First female US secretary of state dies
Madeleine Albright, the first woman to serve as US
secretary of state and a grande dame of foreign
policy for the Demecratic party, has died of cancer
at the ageof 84.
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wheat importer, is heavily rellant on
supplies from Russia and Ukralne smd
has a subsidised bread programme that
foeds 7omn people.

its predicament underscores haow
Russia’s invaskon of Ukraine is rippling
across Arsh and African states that rely
on food and energy imports.

“The rapldly changing glebal enviran-
et amd spillcvers related tothe war in
Ukraine are posing important chal-

ourrency, because it stopped the fow of
visitors from Russia and Ukraine.

Foreign debt investors have also
pulled billions of dollars from Egypt in
recent months adding to pressure on the
Egypilan currency.

“There were around $5ba of net
outflows in September-December, and
further owtflows accompanied news of
the Ukrakne conflict,” sakd Fitch Ratings
agency lastweek.

sharehelder erificism. Concern cenfres.
on a multibilbon-daollar plan to update
technology and enter 3 fough LIK retal
market. Investors cite fransparency
Fallures that mean Diman's reputation
far fscal discipling Tow has 3 quéstion
matk after It] says ene analyst.
Under fire = PAGE &

Le » PAGE 18

It also recelved §8bn im 2020 to deal
with the pandemic, making it one of the
biggest borrowers from the fund after
Angentina.

At the tme of the 2006 agresment it
devalined the currency, which lest half
s vahse against the dollar.

Analysts were expecting Egypt to
request IMF support after it devalued its
currency on Monday ina move seen as a
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Today, cloudy, rainy, fozey, high 51
Tondght, periodic rain, partial clear-
ing later, low 46, Tomorrow, periodic
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Aiming to Limit Russia, Allies Boost Forces Near Ukraine

Biden in Europe to Meet With NATO
— Fear That Conflict Will Spread

PROR FRICKETT FUR

MEW FORK TIMES

Viadimir Bogdanow, 80, narrowly escaped injury when shrapnel from a rocket attack tore through his Kyiv home on Wednesday.

Trump ‘Guilty,
Ex-Prosecutor
Says in Letter

This article iz by Williem K. Rash-
baum, Hen Protess and Jonah E
Bromwich_

One of the senior Manhattan
prosecutors  who  investigat
Donalkd J. Trump believed that the
former president was “guilty of
numerous felony violations" and
that it was “a grave failure of jus-
tice™ not to hold him accountable,
according to a copy of his resigna-
tion letter.

The prosecutor, Mark E Pomer-
antz, submitted his resignation
last month after the Manhattan
district attorney, Alvin  Bragg,
abruptly stopped pursuing an in-
dictment of M Trump.

Mr. Pomerantz, 70, a prominent
for r federal prosecutor and
white-collar defense lawyer who
came out of retirement to work on
the Trump investigation, resigned
on the same day as Carey R.
Dunne, another senior prosecutor
leading the inguiry.

Mr. Pomerantz's Feb. 23 letrer,
obtained by The New York Time:
wffers a personal account of his de
cision to resign and for the first
time states explicitly his belief
that the office could have con-
victed the former president. Mr
Bragg's decision was “contrary to
the public interese,” he wrote.

“The team that has been inves-
tigating Mr. Trump harbors mno
doubt about whether he commit-

ted crimes — he did,” Mr. Pomer-
ANtz Wrote.,
Mr. Pomerantz and Mr. Dunne

planned to charge Mr. Trump with
falsifying business records, spe-
cifically his annual financial state-
ments — a felony in New York
State.

Mr. Bragg's decision not to pur-
sue charges then — and the resig
nations that followed — threw thi
fate of the long-running investigs
tion into serious doubt, If the pros
ecutors  h; Secul anindict-
ment of Mr. Trump, it would have
been the highest-profile case ewve
brought by the Manhaman district
attorney’s office and would have
made Mr. Trump the first Ameri-
can president to face criminal
charges.

Earlier this month, The Times
reported that the investigation un-

Continued on Page AIS

Moscow and U.S. Far Right Share Talking Points

By SHEERA FRENKEL

and STUART A. THOMPSON

After President Viadimir WV
Putin of Russia claimed that ac-
tion against Ukraine was taken in
self-defense, the Fox Mews host
Tucker Carlson and the conserva-
tive commentator Candace Ow-
ens repeated the assertion. When
M. Putin insisted he was tryving to
“denarify” Ukraine, Joe Oltmann,
afar-right podeaster, and Lara Lo-
gan, another right-wing commen-
tator, mirrored the idea

The echoing went the other
way, too, Some far-right American
news sites, like Infowars, stoked a
longtime, unfounded Russian
claim that the United States
funded biological weapons labs in
Ukraine.

Russian officials seized on the
chatver, with the Kremlin contend-
ing it had documentation of bio-
weapons programs that justified

A Two-Way Stream of
Conspiracy Theories
and Falsehoods

its “special military operation™ in
Ukrairme.

Aswar has raged, the Kremlin's
talking points and some right-
wing discourse in the United
States — fueled by those on the far
right — hawve coale: . On social
media, podcasts and telew:.mn
falsehoods about the invasion
Ukraine have flowed both wavs,
with Americans amplifving
from Russians amd the Kremlin
spreading fabrications that fes-
bered American forums online.

By reinforcing and feeding each
other's messaging, some right-
wing Americans have given credi-
bility to Russin's assertions,
wice wersa. Together, they

created an alternate reality, re-
casting the Western hloc of allies
as provokers, blunderers and li-
ars, which has bolstered Mr,
Putin.

The war initially threw some
conservatives — who had insisted
na invasion would happen — for a
leop. Manmy criticized Mr. Putin
and Russia’s assault on Ukraine.
Some hawve since gone on to urge
more support for Ukraine.

But in recent days, several far-
right commentators have again
gravitated to narratives favorable
to Mr, Putin’s cause, The main one
has been the bioweapons conspir-
acy theory, which has provided a
way to talk about the war while fo-
cusing criticism on President Bi-
den and the LS. government in-
stead of Mr. Putin and the Krem-
lim.

“People are asking if the far
rightin the LS. is influencing Rus-
sia or if Russia is influencing the

Continued on Page AS

This article is by Moting Stevis-
Gridneff, David E, Sanger and Rick
Gladstone.

ERUSSELS — MNATO an-
nounced a doubling of its military
presence nesar Ukraine o
Wednesday and said the alliance
would help the country prepare
for possible chemical, biological
and even nuclear threats from the
Russian invaders, which would be
a once-unthinkahle expansion in
the month-old war.

The announcement by Jens
Stoltenberg, NATO's secretary
general, came hours before Presi-
dent Biden landed in Europe for
an extraordinary strategy session
with the alliance, created in 1949
to contain the Soviet Union. The
warnings underscored the urgen-
ey of efforts to prevent the conflict
from spreading beyond Ukraines
borders and entangling NMATO ina
direct fight with Russia.

The possibility that Russia
might resort to weapons of mass
destruction also reflected the Rus-
sian military's failure — even with
the use of indiscriminate weapons
aimed at terrorizing civilians — o
achieve more than a stalemate 5o
far in the face of an unexpectedly
tenacious Ukrainian resistance.

Mr. Biden's NATO meeting on
Thursday will be followed by a
session with counterparts from

the Group of 7 industrialized pow-
ers, and then with the European
Union. The last will include an ap-
pearance by President  Vaolo-
dymyr Zelensky of Ukraine, via
vidieo link from an embaled Kyiv
That discussion is expected to ex-
plore ways o further tighten the
already-seve Western eco-
momic sanctions on Russia that
are aimed at pressuring its presi-
dent, Viadimir V. Putin, into halt-
ing the war.

Those punishments, which
hawve crashed the ruble's walue
and begun to cause severe short-
ages inside Russia, have erased
decades of its financial integration
with the world in the space of a
few weeks, Russia's decision to
strictly control how the Ukraine
conflict is reported domestically
— itis acriminal offense wocall the
conflict a war or invasion has
further raised repression in the
COUNry.

Mr Biden wants to steel the al-
lies for the likelihood that the con-
flict lases for months or years, re-
quiring a long-term commitment
o economic and military con-
froneation, administration  offi-
cials say.

But the Europeans are unwill-
ing to follow the United States in
stopping purchases of Russian oil

Continued on Page AS

Griner Detention Poses Dilemma
For U.S. as Tensions Keep Rising

This article i by Json Horowils,
Jonathan Abrams and Ivan Neche-
purento

Ome of the last times Brimmey
Griner, a two-time Olympic gold
medalist and seven-time All Star
center for the women's profes-
sional basketball team in Phoenix,
appeared in public, it was on a
Russian airport security video.

She wore a Black Lives for
Peace sweatshirt and rolled her
luggzage through security, where
aofficers  with Russia’s Federal
Customs Service sald they had
found in her bag llegal vape car
tridges that contained hashish ol
The authorities detained her o
drug charges.

Mow, @ month later, as Ms.
Griner — too tall at G-foot-9 for her
top-bunk mattress — languishes
ina cell she shares with two Rus-

Bashetball Star Held in
Russia for a Month

sians also accused of drug traf-
ficking in & pretrial detention cen-
ver mear Moscow, ULS. officials
have finally been able to see he

“A consular official was able o
visit Brittney Griner today and
found her to be in good condition,”
Jennifer L. Palmer, a spokesworm-
an for the U.S. Embassy in Mos-
cow, said Wednesday, “We will
continue to do everything we can
vosee toit that she is treated Fairly
throughout this ordeal

Some supporters in Moscow
and Washington are wary of rais-
ing Ms. Griner's profile too high,
or linking her case to the war in

Comtinued on Page All

On Hearing’s Last Day, Jackson
Faces Growing G.O.P. Hostility

By CARL HULSE
and JONATHAN WEISMAN

WASHIMNGTON — Judge Ke-
tanji Brown Jackson emerged on
Wednesday from two  grueling
daws of testimony before the Sen-
ate Judiciary Comminee having
weathered escalating Republican
attacks on her record but leaving
Democrats  confident  that she
would become the first Black
WOIAN on the Supreme Court.

Questioning of President Bi-
den’s nominee by Republicans
srew increasingly hostile as they
stepped up their criticism of whar
they portrayed as a pattern of le-
niency in her sentencing of child
sex abusers and tried to paint her
as a liberal on issues of race, gen-
der, gun.s and abortion rights.
Despite early pledges from Re-
publi leaders that the process
would be marked by decorum and
respect, the hearings were a
bruising affair for the Senate, no
less hitter or partisan than their
immediate predecessors.

Even Senator Ben Sasse, Re-
publican of Nebraska, vented his
exasperation at “the jackassery

AMIBETH MANEY THE KEW YORE TIMES

Judge Ketanji Brown Jacksor's

hearings were a bruising affair.

we see around here™ of “people
mugging™ for the cameras,

But notwithstanding the
grilling Judge Jackson endured,
there was no indication that Re-
publicans had succeeded in derail-
ing a confirmation that could be
approved along party lines as

Continwed on Page ALE

MADELEINE K. ALERICHT, 1937-2022

From Refugee to First Female Secretary of State

By ROBERT D, McFADDEN

Madeleine K. Albright. a child of
Crech refugees who fled from
Mazi invaders and Communist op-
pressors and then landed in the
United States, where she flour-
ished as a diplomat and the first
woman to serve as secretary of
state, died on Wednesday in
Washingron. She was 84,

The cause was Ccancer,
daughter Anne said.

Enveloped by a veil of family se-
crets hidden from her for most of
her life, Ms., Albright rose to
power and fame as a brilliant ana-
lyst of world affairs and a White
House counselor on national secu-
rity. Under President Bill Clinton,
she became the country's repre-
sentative Lo the United Nations
(1993-97) and secretary of state
(1997-2001), making her the
highest-ranking woman in the hi
tory of American government at
the time.

It was not uniil after she be-
came secretary of state that she
accepted proof that, as she had
long suspected, her ethnic and re-
ligious background was not what

brer

Madeleine K. Albright in Washington in 1997. Eoverybondy be

their own style,”

she had thought. She learned that
her family was Jewish and that
her parents had protectively con-
werted to Roman Catholicism dur-
World War I, raising their
children s Catholics  withour
telling them of their Jewish her-
itage. She also discovered that 26
family members, including three

she once said, "and mine is people to people.”

grandparents, had been
dered in the Holocaust.
With her father, a diplomat,
probably facing execution, the
family's odyssey (Pom a Europe on
the brink of World War I vo safety
in America took 10 years and two
escapes to London. The first came
Continwed on Page AZ2
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‘I Bet It Didn't Take 15 Seconds’

Tornadoes ripped through the New
Orleans area, killing at least one resi-
dent, knocking out power and heawvily
damaging homes. PAGE AlS

Former Ally Feuds With Trump
After losing the backing of ex-President
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‘Weighing a Leap Into Crypto
Investors and financial firms, urging
caution even as they nereasingly em-
brace digital currency, talk about what
you need to know, PAGE BI
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Inspiring a Musical

“Bhangin’ [t* explores complex identity
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Morth American dance scene.  PAGE C1

Ruling in Ex-Child Stars Case
A judge in California freed Amanda
Bynes from a conservatorship that

Europe’s Russian Gas Habit
A Soviet pipeline that President Ronald
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China Keeps Crash a Mystery

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6
Bigger Than Ever
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Proposal would give
up to 5800 to vehicle
owners and savings
for public transit use.

By TaryN LuNa
AND MAacEENZIE Mavs

SACRAMENTO — Gov.
Gavin Newsom on Wednes-
day released the long-
awaited detalls of his tax re-
fund plan to send 3400 to
Californians for each regis-
tered wvehicle, a move that
would put more money in
the pockets of families who
oWwn more cars — even the
state’s highest-income resi-
dents — and exclude those
without cars from receiving
the payments.

Newsom's $1l-billion pro-
posal is designed to offset
the rising prices consumers
are paying at the pump and
also  includes savings for
those who rely on public
transportation. The plan
would include 8750 million in
grants for free or substan-
tially reduced public transit
fare, but Californians who
don't own a registered vehi-
cle would otherwise not re-
celve a refund.

The governor, who is up
for reelection this year,
would cap payments at $800
for any person with more
than one vehicle registered
under their name, though
households with multiple

[See Newsom, A11]

Move to
roll back
vaccine
checks

LA takes step ro lift
mandate for indoor
businesses despite
subvariant concerns.

By EMILY ALPERT REVES,
LUEE MoNEY AND
Rowo-GoNa Lin I1

Los Angeles on Wednes-
day took another step
toward rolling back its
COVID-18 vaccine verifica-
tion requirements for indoor
restaurants, gyms, movie
theaters and other busi-
nesses even amid concerns
that circulation of the
“stealth” Omicron subwvari-
ant, BA.2, might fuel an in-
crease in cases this spring.

The City Council voted
1341 to make it voluntary for
such businesses Lo verify
that people patronizing
their indoor areas are vacci-
nated. The changes would
also remove such reguire-
ments for big outdoor
events.

Because the vote was not
unanimous, the proposed
ordinance altering the city
rules will undergo a second,
procedural vote next week.
Councilman Mike Bonin, the
lone vote against the mea-
sure, said he was concerned
about lifting the reguire-
ments in indoor spaces at
this time.

“I know it feels like we're

[ See Verification, ABD]

L.A. Unified lifts
school mask order
Under new policy, some
take off their face cov-
erings; others opt to keep
them on. ©. 1A, BE

@ eoze
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latimes.com

U.S. accuses Russia of war crimes

By PATRICK J.
MecDOMNNELL

LVIV, Ukraine — She la-
dled out one serving after
another from a steaming
cauldron, savoring how pa-
trons relished the comfort-
in-a-bowl elixir, all free of
«l .
Viadyslava Ladysheva,
64, agreat-grandmotherina
quilted coat, was serving
chicken soup at a food stand
outside the main train sta-
tion in Lviv, a city in western
Ukraine.

"I get a lot of satisfaction
bBeing here,” Ladysheva said
this week. “People feel safe
and are taken care of.
Easter is coming and we
want this to be over soomn."™

She is among the army of
wvolunteers mobilized to aid
the many displaced by war

[See Laiv, A4d]

EvoENTY MALOLETKA Assaciated Fress
IN MARIUPOL, Ukraine, a siege by Russia has left an estimated 100,000 people trapped without food, water
or medication. Above, bodies are placed in a mass grave because heavy shelling prevents burials by families.

In Lviv, open arms, hearts, rooms

Volunteers and aid pour in to comfort the displaced in Ukraine

Declaration comes as
fighting continues in
Ukraine. Biden travels
to key NATO summit.

By PATRICK J.
MoDONNELL.

JawEED KALEEM

AND TRACY WILKINSON

LVIV, Ukraine — As Pres-
ident Biden headed Wed-
nesday to a Europe with
large-scale battles raging at
its edge, his government for-
mally declared that Russian
forces have committed war
crimes in their brutal at-
tacks on civilians and others
in Ukraine.

The besieged port of
Mariupol was cited as one of
the main pieces of evidence.
On Wednesday, Ukraine
said Russian forces hijacked
aid missions headed to the
devastated city, where one of
the worst humanitarian cri-
ses of the escalating conflict
has unfolded with hundreds
of civilians killed and scarce
supplies of food, water and
medicine.

“Russian President Viad-
imir Putin has unleashed
unrelenting violence that
has caused death and de-
struction across Ukraine,”
Secretary of State Antony J.
Blinken said in announeing
the U.S. government's deter-
mination in a statement re-
leased as he flew to MATO

headguarters in Brussels
with Biden.
Blinken noted deadly

Russian attacks on apart-
ment buildings, hospi-
tals, schools and shopping
malls and, in Mariupol,
on a maternity ward and
theater said to be sheltering
children. He cited United
Nations statistics of nearly
5,000 civilians killed in the
monthlong war, almost half
of those in Mariupol alone.
The actual figures are be-

lieved to be much higher,
“Putin’s forces used these
same tactics In Grozny,
Chechnya, and Aleppo,
[See Ukraine, A44]

Last witnesses to
siege of Mariupol

Russia hunted the final

A VOLUNTEER at the Art Palace in Lviv, Ukraine, sorts through donated cloth-
ing for the displaced. The palace is serving as a distribution center for shelters.

WALLY SKALLS Los Angeles Times two international jour-
nalists as they fled the

city. PERSPECTIVES, A2

ANALYVSIS

Voters are offered striking
contrasts at mayoral debate

By DAVID ZANNISER,
JuLia WIick
AND DAaKOTA SMITH

Rep. Karen Bass and
businessman Rick Caruso
showed up to Tuesday
night’s mayoral debate with
two sharply different mes-
sages — about leadership
and, to an extent. the cur-
rent state of the city.

Caruso cast Los Angeles
as a dystopian Gotham City,
one 50 beset by crime that
every last resident is scared
to walk outdoors. He cast his

oppunentﬁ as “career politi-
cians” — saying the word a
bit like one might handle
week-old fish — and told the
audience those rivals were
offering “a lot of empty
promises.”™

Bass pushed back on
that assertion, giving the
real estate developer and
former police commissioner
a polite lecture on city gowv-
ernment. She advised Ca-
Tuso, whom she described as
a friend. to stop denigrating
people who have “devoted
their life to public service.™

“Any of us could become

mayor,” she said. * You have
to work with the City Coun-
eil.”

Of the five mayoral candi-
dates who stood onstage
Tuesday at USC's Bovard
Auditorium, Caruso and
Bass provided some of the
maost vivid contrasts.

Bass presented hersellfas
a collaborative presence,
someone who brought to-
gether people from opposing
camps in Sacramento —
where she served as Assem-
bly speaker during a devas-
tating recession — and later

[See Debate, A9]

Cal State system
drops SAT, ACT
The university perma=
nently removes the
standardized tests from
its admissions process.
CALIFORNLA, BL

A sit-down

with Villanueva
Gustavo Arellano inter-
views LA, Cou.nt.y s
outspoken sheriff in the
first of a three-part
Series. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Sunmny, very W
L.A. Basin: B'?f‘%‘:.l BE

A

EERT NISHIMURA Los Angries Times

JACKSON RESISTS ATTACKS

IDespite tense exchanges with GOP senators, the
Supreme Court nominee emerges from hearings
firmly on the path to confirmation. NATION, As

Jax ©. Homa sssocisted Press

TOUGH AND ASSERTIVE
As secretary of State, Madeleine Albright pressed
for military intervention in the conflict in Kosowvo.

MADELEINE ALBRIGHT,
1937 - 2022

First female U.S.
secretary of State

By MATTHEW LEE

child of wartime, Madeleine Albright and her

parents escaped Lo London ahead of the ad-

vancing MNazi troopers only to return to

Czechoslovakia years later and flee in —

this time as communist forces seized control
of her homeland.

Inthe U.S,, Albright grew into a bright student with as-
pirations of becoming a journalist before she began her
ascent in the Democratic Party, climbing forever upward,
her keen intelleet and astute insights into the nation’s
global interests avalued commaodity among politicians.

She was a foreign policy advisor to presidential hope-
fuls, a counselor to President Carter and then secretary of
State in the Clinton administration — at the time, the
highest-ranking woman in the history of TU.S. govern-
ment. For a refugee, it was a remarkable climb.

Yet she typically reduced her [See Albright, AG]

BUSINESS INSIDE: Is state doing enough on climate change? We talk to PUC’s chief. A10
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Russian military
lecaders declined
calls from U
Penlagon says

EY Joun Hunson

Repeated attemnpts by the Unit-
ed States' top defense and mili-
tary leaders to speak with their
FRussian counterparts have been
rejected by Moscow for the past
month, leaving the world’s two
largest nuclear powers inthe dark
ahout explanations for military
movements and raising fears of a
major miscalculation or battle-
field accident

Since Russia®  invasion  of
Ukraine, Defense Secretary Llowvd
Austin and Gen. Mark A. Milley,
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, have tried to set up phone
calls with Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu and Gen. Valery Gerasi-
mow, bart the Russians “have so far
declined to engage,” sald Penta-
gon spokesman John Kirby in a
statement Wednesday.

The attempted calls by Austin
and Milley, which have not previ-
ously been reported, come as Bus-
sia conducts operations near the
borders of NATO members Po-
land and Romania while the Unit-
ed States and its European allies
conduct air-policing  operations
over the Baltic Sea and pour
weapons and equipment into
Ukraine by ground transport.

Moscow and  Washington
maintain a deconfliction chanmnel,
but current and former ufﬁt'iu.ls
say contact from higher-ran
military I.es.derslqneededwa\-md
unnecessary escalation or confu-
sion.

“There is a high risk of escala-
tion without the firebreak of di-
rect contact between the most
senior officiala ™ said James Stav-
ridis, whe served as the supremse
allied commander at NATO from
2008 to 2013, “Very young pecple
are flving in jets, operating war-
ships and conducting combat op-
erations in the Ukrainian war
They are not seasoned diplomats,
and their actions in the heat of
operations
stood.”

“We must avoid a scenario of
NATO and Russia sleepwalking
into war because senior leaders

SEE RUSSIA ON ALl
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

U.S. accuses Moscow of war crimes

THURSDAY, MARCH I4, 20I2 - 82

‘SAL WA GEDAOES, THE WASHINGTON POST

The body of Danil, who died two days before his 18th birthday, is moved from the morgue in Mykolaiv, Ukraine, on Monday.

Biden, allies to
increase pressure
wilh energy shifl

BY TvLER PAGER,
ASHLEY PARKER,
Joux Hupson
AND JEFF STEIN

BRUSSELS — President Biden and
European leaders are expected to
announce & major initiative to
direct shipments of liguefied nat-
ural gas to Europe during his visit
to Brussels this week, part of a
broader effort to help reduce Eu-
rope’s dependence an Russian en-
ergy, acconding to three U5, offi-
cials familiarwith the plan.

The announcement, a dramatic
effort todeprive Russiaof leverage
as it continues to batter Ukraine,
wionld mark an onusueal move to
reorder the world's energy flow —

SEE BIDEN ON ALY
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a
RORAIGE ARG, ASSOCISTED PRESS

A Ukrainian firefighter tries to extinguish Mames inside a
house destroyed by shelling in Kyiv on Wednesday. President
Biden is expected to announce initiatives Thursday meant to
redoce Enrope’s dependence on Russian energy.

Liberation? Despite boasts,

Makariv is still & front line. Ald

Mo spyware for Kyiv: Fearing to
wpset Rusala, Israel balked. A1S

Sanctions: il and gas exports
continue to benafit Moscow. ALES

Deterrence: NATO members are
split on the best approach. ALT

Mykolaiv stands
ils ground at

a devastaling cosl

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN

MYKOLATY, UERAINE — Sergey
was at the morgue to pick up the
body of his baby brother. Then he
walked into a room with corpses
organized in rows on the floor
Most were dressed in military
fatigues and mangled. Some were
missing limbs. He wondered if he
Enew some of them, he said, but
it’s hard to keep track of who is
alive and who is dead these days.

“There must have been 200 in
there,” said rgey. 4 Ukrainian
soldier. Like others in this report,
The Washington Post is only iden-
tifving him by first name for

SEE MYHOLAIV ON AL3

EFFORT TO ENCIRCLE
KYTV IS SLOWED
Strikes on civilian sites
balster m of atrocities

By Missy Rvax,
SunarRsAN RAGIAVAN,
Dy LAMOTHE
AND JoBy WARRICK

LS. intelligence apencies see
concrete evidence of war crimes
by Russian troops in Ukraine, the
Eiden administration said
Wednesday, as President Biden
arrived in Europe to rally NATO
support for ramping up economic
and military pressure against
Moscow,

Russia launched fresh missile
strikes against residential neigh-
borhoods in Kyiv and other key
«cities as the war reached the four-
week mark, while Ukrainian
troops pressed ahead with a coan-
teroffensive that liberated parts
of Makariv, a strategic suburb
west of the capital that came un-
der attack by Russian forees three
weeks ago.

The counternttack dealt o blow
to Moscow's efforts to encircle
Kyiwv. But journalists visiting the
enclave witnessed savage shelling
and said Russian occupiers con-
tinued to hold parts of the town.

ussian  troops  have  suffered
heavy losses in Ukraine, inclod-
ing between 7,000 to 15000
deaths since start of the invasion,
according to a new estimate by a
sentor NATO military official.

Adrstrikes and shelling by Rus-
sia have devastated civilian infra-
structure across large swaths of
the country, including schools
and hospitals. The World Health
Organization on Wednesday said
it had confirmed 64 attacks on
health-care facilities, patients
and medical workers during the
nearly month-old war, kKilling 15
people and wounding 37,

“Health systems, facilities and
health workers are not —
should never be — a target,” ‘.\"[-(D
Director General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said at a news
conference.

Such attacks are partly behind
the White House's claim of war
crimes by Russian  troops.
Secretary of State Antony
Elinken, citing a “careful review™

SEE UKEAINE 0N A12

Trailbla

BY JOuN O11s

Madeleine K. aAlbright, who
came to the United States as an
Tl-year-old political refugee from
Czechoslovakia and decades later
was an ardent and effective advo-
cate against mass atrocities in
Eastern Europe while serving as
LS. ambassador to the United MNa-
tions and the first female secre-
tary of state, died March 23 in
Washington. She was 54,

The cause was cancer, her fam-
ily said in a statement.

Before Dr, Albright, the inner
sanctum of LS. foreign policy-
making had been an almost exclu-
sively maledomain. In many ways,
her politically fraught early life —
enduring Mazl and communist re-
pression — impelled her rise to the

IN THE NEWS

MADELEINE K. ALBRIGHT 1937-2022

ing diplomal took on brutality in Europe

highest levelsof international pol-
itics.

Her family, which was Jewish,
narrowly avoided extermination
atthe hands of the Maxzis. They fled
to England shortly after Hitler's
tanks rolled into Crechoslovakia
in 1508,

Several of Dr. Albrights rela-
tives, including three grandpar-
ents, died in the concentration
camps of Theresienstadt and
Auschwitz. After the war, D Al-
brights father, a Czech diplomat
wary of communism, feared he
would be arrested following a
1345 coup by hard-line Stalinists

Senale’s

Jackson, accusing judge

of obscuring her record

BY ANN E. MARIMOW,
SEUNG My Kim
anp BoBerT BARNES

Supreme Court nomines Ket-
anji Brown Jackson sparred with
Republican senators Wednesday
in & series of charged, sometimes
caustic encounters over their as-

the United States as a re

WALLY MCTAMEE T

= GETTY |MAGES:
Madeleine K. Albright, the first female seeretary of stale, came to
from Crechoslovakia in 1948, She
was the Clinton administration’s chief hawk on Kosovo.
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“All toao fam
ripped through the

ar’ After a powerful tornado
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3 =, but effectiveness is mixed for
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THE MATION

The Supreme Court
threw out Democratic-
drawn legislative maps
for Wisconsin that were
favorable to Black resi-
dents, Az

With mandates on
amd vaccines fall-
ay, far-right activ-
ists are shifting their
sights to the Movember
midterms. A%

THE WORLD

The Taliban reopened
Afghan schools but, in a
A2 Jast-minute reversal,
turned away girls be-
vond sixth grade. AF
Brian Houston, co-

v of Austrealian

megachurch Hillsong,
quit amid complaints of
unweleome behavior
towand women. A10

THE ECONOMY

sadd it would
create ways for eomploy-
oes to control what
personal data is shared
with Esquifax after com
plaints about the
arrangement. A18

rsatthe

Fed signaled an open-
ness to mising rates
more aggressively. AlS
China's government
experted 2022 to be a
good year for the eoono-
my, but things aren't go-
ing well. A20

in Prague.
ones more, thi
States.

“I'had this feeling that there but
SEE ALBRIGEHT ON AS

THE REGION

T peaple were ar-
vested in the sale ofa
deadly batch of fentanyl
that police said killed
nine people. B1

Trayon White Sr.
raced to gather dona
tioms anad signatures for
a spot on the Democrat-
ic mayoral primary bal-
lot im DnC. BL
Georgetown Day
School, the prep school
where Sy
nominee Ketanji Brown
J:n:lamm SETVES a8 8
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Cherry Blossom Festival
after two vears of pan-

The family escaped
e bo the United

the bench.

demic cancellations. B
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will spend 785 million
om new baildings
renovations, the Lirgest
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its history. B

OBITUARIES

Tony Walton, 57, an
art director amd stage
degigner who was mar-
ried to Julie Andrews in
the 194605, won an Os-
«car, an Emmy and three
Tony Awards, B
SPORTS
WHNBA star Brittney
Griner, who has been
detained in Russia since
mid-Febmary, “is doing

sertions she is a judicial activist
wh is soft on crime, insisting that
she would not be a policymaker.on

Lawmakers raised their voices

INSIDE

high court hearing
takes turn l(n\ ard bilte

‘ness

and repeatedly interrupted Jack-
son during the final day of ques-
tioning in a confirmation process
that turmed surprisingly bitter,
Repuhblicans charged that she was
obscuring her record and refusing
to answer basic questions about
her judicial philosophy. Wednes-
day's hearing ended with Jackson
defending her sentencing deci-
sions as a trial court judge and
having gaid for the first time that,
if eonfirmed, she wonld sit out an
upcoming affirmative action case
because of her tles to Harvard

SEE JACKSON 0N AS

The Take: Qusries from GOP
senators have racial overtones, A

Supporters: Around O.C., groups
gather to cheer for nominee, C1

LOCAL LIVING
Personal touches
In decorating, inspiration
|z evarything. It can come
from a toy, a dress or,

es, a beloved ginger cat

STYLE
A monodrama
with a mission
Madaline Sayet's show
“Where We Belong” goes
coast to coast with an
unusual rider: Native
Americans get in free. C1
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Madeleine Albright.
[a otra dama de hierro

—el mundo

Fue la primera mujer en llegar al maximo
cargode ladiplomaciade EEULL; promovid la
intervencion militar en Kosovo y lididcon
Corea del Norte; honores de los Clinton. Pagina10

—deportes

DISCIPULO Y MAESTRO:
SCALONI, CARA A
CARA CON PEKERMAN

Cuando las eliminatorias entran en su
ctapa decisiva rumbo a Qatar, mafiana,
en Argentina-Venezuela habré un
especial duelode entrenadores.

“LLAMA A LA POLICIA,
ME VOY AMORIR™: EL
RUEGO DEL EXPUMA

—deportes

Seguin testigos, fueron las tiltimas palabras
de Martin Aramburi, asesinado en Paris:
ayer detuvieron al principal sospechoso,
Loik Le Priol. Pagina 3
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Feletti quiere
otra suba de
retenciones
y atacaalos
empresarios

INFLACION. Apuntd contra el campoy el
sector alimentario: “Quieren comprarse
mis 4x4 v departamentos en Miami”;
hablé de aumentar el impuesto a los granos

Camila Dolabjian
LANACION
El secretario de Comercio Inte-
rior, Roberto Feletti, dijoayer que,
frenteal alza del precio internacio-
nal de los granos por la guerra en
Ucrania, procura que el Gobierno
aumente lasretencionesal maiz, el
girasol y el trigo para “desacoplar”™
los precios en el mercado local.
La afirmacidn fue hecha duran-
te elanuncio de una canasta de 60
productos de Precios Cuidados pa-
ra comercios de cercania y alma-
cenes. En ese marco abundaron
las criticas al campo y a los em-
presarios, ¥y queddclaro que el kir-
chnerismo duro mantiene la idea
de subir las retenciones a otros

Hubo mas

muertes por
Covid de las
(ue se sabia

PANDEMIA. Unanalisisoficial
mostroque los fallecidos por Co-
vid-19 en la Argentina durante el
primer afio de la pandemia fue-
ronuni4.8% misdelogue los ni-
menos provisorios registraban, al
pasarde los46.380 que detectdel
Sisterna Nacional de Vigilancia
en Salud (SNVS) a los 53.259 que
mostraron las Estadisticas Vita-
les 2020, dadasaconocer ayer por
laministrade Salud. Carla Vizzot-
l. Pagina23

granos, pese a que el ministro de
Agricultura, Julidn Dominguez, y
el de Economia, Martin Guzmiin,
negaron esa posibilidad.

Feletti cargd contra los empre-
sarios—principalmente del sector
alimentario- v acusd por la alta
inflacidn a los “especuladores™
que “quieren comprarse mas de-
partamentos enMiami, més 4x4, v
salen a la ruta a exhibir el lujo”,

“El sector agropecuario prima-
rio nunca tuvo un proyecto de
pais; de la generacidn del 80 solo
queda el Teatro Coldn. Este pais
necesita de la industria”, senten-
cid. Los dirigentes del campo re-
chazaron las criticas, igual que
los empresarios de la alimenta-
cion. Continia en la pagina 13

Ortega fue
acusado en la
OEA por su
embajador

NICARAGUA WASHINGTON
(AP)—Enuninesperadodiscur-
s0, el embajador de Nicaragua
ante Ja Organizacion de los Es-
tados Americanos (OEA), Artu-
o Mctields, denuncio ayver a su
propio gobierno, al que calificd
de “dictadura”. Pigina g

Laizquierdajurisica
enAméricaLatina
PorSergio Ramirez
Pagina29

EL ESCENARIO

Atisbos de una tregua para
preservar el poder peronista

I anoche del martes los prin-
cipales intendentes del pero-
nismo bonaerense celebra-

ron una reunidn y emitieron una

declaracion que debe ser observa-
da con detenimiento. Allf hay deta-
lles sobre la dindmica que domina
el conflicto interno del Frente de

Carlos Pagni

LA KADION

Todos. Alli hay novedades. Son los
primeros atisbos de una tregua en-
tre Alberto Fernandez y Cristina
Kirchner. Nada indica que el vincu-
lo entre ellos se vuelva, de pronto,
rozagante. Pero en ambos lados de
lacontienda ha comenzadoa preva-
lecer la prudencia. Nadie caleula, al

menos porahora, que larupiurasea
una forma de aumentar su propio
montode poder. Loprimeroque hay
quemirareslaidentidad de quienes
seencontraronen lamunicipalidad
de LaMatanza. Son los principales
dirigentes del territorio crucial del
kirchnerismo. Continiaenlapaginald

Un secwr deMa.riupol arrmdopor la artilleria pesada de las fumas ru
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Putin sufre desercionesy la
OTAN despliega mas tropas

Renuncid el asesor climatico v padre de las privatizaciones

Luisa Corradini
CORARESPONSAL EN FRANCIA

PARIS.~ A medida que su ofensiva

parece emMpanianarsey sus apoyos
internoscomienzanaabandonarlo,

Viadimir Putin aumenta el nivel de

amenaza internacional v la violen-
ciaenUcrania, exactamenteun mes
después de haber lanzado su inva-
sidn. El autderata del Kremlin fue
abandonado por Anatoly Chubais,
sU consejero en cuestiones climet-
casy padre delas privatizaciones ru-

sas. La OTAN, porsu parte, aumenta
la presidn militar con el despliegue
de més tropas. “Si, Chubais renun-
cid. Pero si se fue o no [de Rusia], es
su problema”, declard el vooero del
Kremlin, Dimitri Peskov, alaagencia
rusa Interfay. Continia en la pagina 2
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PGR quer investigar
acao de ministro e
pastores no MEC

Aras pede aval do STF para apurar conduta de Milton
Ribeiro, que diz ter procurado CGU para falar de suspeitos

Pedro Ladeira /Folbapress

ALCKMIN SE FILIA AO PSB E DIZ QUE LULA E ESPERANCA

Geraldo Alckmin e Gleisi Hoffmann, presidente do PT, durante cerimonia de filiagao;
provavel vice de Lula, ex-tucano disse que petista ‘'representa a propria democracia’ Politica As

Civis tentam voltar
a Mariupol para
resgatar parentes
Marcados com a palavra
“criancas” em sulfite no pa-
ra-brisa, centenas de car-
ros com ucranianos forma-
vam em Zaporijia uma fi-
larumo a Mariupol, cerca-
da por tropas russas. Em
um desses veiculos, Oleg,
47, tentaria resgatar de la
o filho, a ex-mulher e ou-
tros dois parentes, relata
André Liohn, munde an

Empresirio morre sem

ter indenizagiio biliondria
Morrto de Covid aos 78,
Paulo Lerner tinha direito
areceberde R$ 1,7 bilhdoa
R$ 2,8 bilhdes do Itat Uni-
banco, fruto de acio movi-
da ha 24 anos. Banco con-
testavalordesde2o12. aze

5400_u1165

ANALISE

Igor Gielow

Guerra faz 1 més
sob sombra de virar
conflito prolongado

Antes projetada como uma
guerra breve, a invasio
russa da Ucrinia comple-
ta 1 més em meio a resis-
téncia ucraniana e a erros
tdticos de Moscou. Osato-
res se adaptam A perspec-
tiva de um conflito mais
prolongado. Mundo A10

Vacinacio contra gripe
comeca domingo em SP
Estado inicia neste domin-
go (27) a campanha. Inici-
almente, a dose sera pa-
ra idosos com 8o anos ou
mais. No mesmo dia, ha-
vera forga-tarefa para va-
cinacio contra Covid. ss

A pandemia em 23.mar

Diados das 206
POPULACAD VACINADA
No Brasil
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*Wariagho em relagio a 14 dias

O procurador-geral da Repai-
blica, Augusto Aras, pediu ao
STFautorizacao para investi-
gar oministro da Educacdo.
Milton Ribeiro disse em
conversa gravada privile-
giar demandas de prefei-
turas intermediados por
dois pastores sem cargo
publico ao destinar verbas
do Fundo Nacional de De-
senvolvimento da Educagao,

Micro-dnibus transporta civis gue tentam retornar a Mariupol a partir de Zaporijia para resgatar parentes e amigos sob cerco de tropas russas  ande Uohe Fothapress

Pressionado pelo dudio
em que cita pedido do pre-
sidente para favorecer os re-
ligiosos, revelado pela Fo-
lha, e pelo relato de um pre-
feito sobre o suposto acha-
que de um deles, noticiado
por O Estado de S. Paulo, o
MiNistro procurou Congres-
sistas para tratar da crise
e devera prestar esclareci-
mentos na proxima semana.

Morre Albright, 12 mulher a
chefiar diplomacia dos EUA

Secretdria de Estado de 1997 a 2001, Madeleine Albright
articulou acio contra sérvios na Guerra do Kosovo e ten-

LOU ENCerrar prog

rama nuclear norte-coreano. Simbolo

da emancipacio feminina, morreu de cancer, aos 84. Az

Esporte B7
Tenista n®1
se aposenta

Australiana Ashleigh
Barty, 25, falaem

exaustao e abandona
esporte com 15 tagas

cs

la Ci1acC3
O estouro
da bolha

De BEBB a streaming,
artistas trans e drags
tentam extrapolar
universo LGBTQIA+

Vila Nova de Gaia ganha complexo

gue exalta vinho do Porto e histdria local

R% 5,00

Disse ainda ter acionadoa
Controladoria-Geral da Uni-
ao apos ser alertado para
wma suposta atacao indevi-
da de pastores em agosto de
2021, MAs gque continuou a
receber os dois para “nao le-
vantarsuspeitas”. Politica A4

Bolsonaro evita falar
de suspeita no MEC e é
criticado por rivais as

Bruno Boghossian

Os recados de
Alckmin para a
centro-direita

Afuncio doex-tucano sersd
suavizar aimagem de Lula
e persuadir parte do eleito-
rado de que a reeleigao de
Bolsonaro representarisco
maior: Alckmin ji disse que
oex-presidente “representa
apropriademocracia” (ante
aimagem de petismo auto-
ritdrio) e estd habilitadoa
retomar o desenvolvimen-
L0 econOmMIco. Opiniio A2

Centrao eleva
pressao para
trocar chefe
da Petrobras

Presidente da Petrobras,
o general Joaguim Silva e
Luna corre o risco de ser
trocado no proximo més
caso Jair Bolsonaro reforce
acordo com o centrio, que
defende um nome mais
flexivel ao controle de pre-
¢os dos combustiveis.
Aré Paulo Guedes jd
chancelou um substitu-
to para Silva e Luna, que
resiste gracas a militares
de alta parente priximos
a Bolsonaro. Mercado A13

EDITORIAIS AZ

Guerra, més 1

Acerca de perspectiva de
confronto prolongado.
Gato e rato

na cracoldandia

Sobre dispersio de usudri-
osno centro de Sao Paulo.
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Toda la Region Oriental del pais sufrié cuantiosos dafios materiales

Temporal dejo tres muertos,
destrozos y raudal de excusas

ROORIGO WILLAMAY OR ROA

@Lluvia puso en evidencia
|a falta de infraestructura

@ Nenecho se autoabsolvio:
Los impuestos no alcanzan

®Fallecimientos fueron en .
CDE, Vileta y San Lorenzo (8=

PAGINAS 24, 25y 27

Luque. Lz escusla San Rogue
Gonzdlez quedd destechada

como cansecuencia del tem-
poral, que también echd el tin-
glado. Innurrerables dafio !

dejd a su paso |a tormenta en
varias zonas del pai's

Hecho ocurrié en barrera irregular JEM notifico a los fiscales de aprietes
CIDH acepta la denuncia voEcuagAy BiA || RGD presto al Frigorifico
contra el Estado de N || Concepcion unos USD 27
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Los camioneros atacan la | Combustibles: Aprueban subsidio para Petropar, mientras
comisaria en Caaguazii | estaciones de Apesa solo despacharan de 06:00 a 14:00
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Survivants
des camps
staliniens

NOTRE CAHIER
SPECIAL

L'Ukraine contraint Biden
a revenir vers I'Europe

Concentré jusqu’ici sur la rivalité avec la Chine, le président américain participe aujourd hui
a Bruxelles a trois sommets avec ses alliés, retrouvant le role de garant de la sécurité européenne.

Joe Biden participe ce jeudi 2
trofs sommets consécutifs aux
airs de conseils de guerre sur
I"agression russe  contre
I"Ukraine. Avee les Vingt-Sept
de I'Union européenne, les

trente membres de 1"Otan et
les pays du G7, le chef de la
Maison-Blanche s'attachera a
consolider le front und des Oc

cidentaux face a la Russie de
Viadimir Poutine, qui pourrait

&tre frappée a celte occasion
de nouvelles sanctions. Alors
qu'ils voyaient dans la montée
en puissance de la Chine leur
principal défi stratégique au
XXle siécle, les Etats-Unis se

PRESIDENTIELLE
Ce que révélent
les deplacements
des candidats

SECURITE Sur fond
de défiance, Macron
profite de l'effet
«chef de guerre »
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Etes-vous favorable
aune disselution
del'Assemblée nationale
apres la preésidentielle
pour avancer la date

des legislatives?

NON
59%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 147 201

Qul
41%

Votez aujourd i

== sur lefigaro.fr

E== | es entreprises francaises
w === doivent-elles se retirer

—_— ;
= totalement de Russie,
= cormumne ke demande
== Vaolodymyt Zelensky ?

ESSM: FABIEN CLAREFORD
GUY FERRER AACHNES FAMILIALES
EDITIONS DE L MARTHERE

MO0108-24-F:3,20

I REL - VAN VALAT/EFL/ MAKFPF

DUZAS # HENG LUCAS

AND 300 E - BEL: 30 € = OH 1 20 FS « D 380 4 « ESF: 380 = GR: 340 € = DOW

retrouvent forcés de répondre,
une fols de plus, aux convul
sions de la Vieille Europe. La
fermeté de leur posture vis-4
vis de Moscou et la solidité de
I'engagement de défense col

lective de I'Otan vont ire tes
tées. Aux veux des Européens,
I"Amérique redevient 1'allié
essentiel, ciment de I"'union et
garant ultime de la stabilité du
continent.

- CIMENTER LE FRONT ANTI-POUTINE - L'AMERIQUE CONTRAINTE D'OPERER UN REVIREMENT STRATEGIQUE -+ JOE BEIDEN, CHEF DE GUERRE MALGRE LUI DU CAMP
OCCIDENTAL - COMMENT LES ALLIES SURVEILLENT ET RENSEIGNENT LE CONFLIT AU PROFIT DES TROUPES UKRAINIENNES PACES 2 4 SET LEDITORIAL

Volodymyr Zelensky demande aux entreprises

francaises de quitter la Russie

Devant le Parlement, hier, le président ukrainien a nommément accuse certains groupes présents en Russie de « sponsori-
ser la machine de guerre » comire som pays, Avec de gros intéréts en jeu, leurs dirigeants marchent sur des ceufs, PAGES SET7

B3 EDITORIAL per pritope cate pecicicrgmross
Président de guerre

n sommet extraordinaire va
discuter ce jeudi de la « réponse
potentielle » de 'Otan en cas de
recours i 'arme nucléaire par
. la Russie. Un =aldéa= que les
Etats-Unis prennent «on ne peul plus i s¢
rietx >+, selon le conseiller américain i la sé
curité nationale, Jake Sullivan. On se pince
en I'écrivant : un mois exactement aprés
que Viadimir Poutine a donné ['ordre d'en
vahir I'Ukraine, voila ol en est I"Europe.
Non seulement a contempler la possibiliteé
d'une guerre atomique, mais a exhiber son
deésarroi, sa peur viscérale et son imprépa
ration chronique en cherchant la «bonne
TEPONSe =
Espérons que Joe Biden n'a pas franchi
I"Atlantique juste pour rassurer ses allids
avec quelques promesses rituelles et des ta
pes dans le dos, Qu'il ke veullle ou non, ¢"est
en président de guerre qu’il va marcher sur
un tapis de braises. Le volla chef d"un pacte
de défense au bord d'un conflit ouvert avec
la Russie - non par volonté, mais par un
risgue craissant de contagion. A Moscou, le
ton monte contre la Pologne et les pays Bal-
tes, qu'on veut punir de leur «insolence =,
Poutine briile de tester la « solidarité» de

I"Otan, dont il doute depuis longtemps.
Comme son prédécessenr, Donald Trump,
Joe Biden ne voulait pas sauver le monde,
encore moins "Europe. Avec la Chine, il
s'était cholsi un adversaire sur mesure,
deuxieme €conomie mondiale et contre-
maodéle en compdtition aved la démocratie.
Il n’avait pas de temps a perdre avec cette
o prissance régionale » qu'est devenue la

' Russie - dixit Oba-
L'Otan ma -, ni avec ce
au ho]_’d Vieux Continent

' 2 ¢ternellement  ac
d'un conflit croche au bouclier
ouvert avec scécuritaire améri-
la Rl.lSSie n_.‘:ain_ ..-iujnurd‘ljm"l

sonne I'heure de vé

rite : I"Amérique va-t-elle revenir en Euro-
e, quitte a délaisser un peu le défi chinois ?
Ou va-t-elle faire comprendre a ses allies
qu'il est temps de se débrouiller sans elle 7
L'Otan jouwe jci sa raison d'étre: guel est
I'avenir d'une alliance militaire qui a peur
de la guerre au point de ne fixer aucune i
@ne rouge a |'adversaire ? Ce serait pourtant
la meilleure facon de nous provéger: falre
comprendre a Poutine qu'il n'est pas seul
maitre du jeu, m

350 € = LUK 1 3,30 = PORT.OONT | 400 € = MAR | 25 DH = TUN | S000T
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Céréales,
énergie :
I'UE prépare
un plan
d’'urgence

Pour doper la production agri

cole européenne et éviter les
pénuries, Bruxelles libére
ons d'hectares de ja-
chéres, soit 1"équivalent de la
surface des Pays-Bas. Sur ke
front de I'énergie, la Commis

sion met sur la table, a la veille
du sommet européen, une
nouvelle série d’options pour
réduire les prix, mais peine a
T_rnu\'er un consensus. Les
Etats sont ainsi plutot divisés
sur l'instauration dun prix
plafond du gaz. PAGE3D
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‘I've nothing
more to give,

Iamspent’

World No 1 Ash Barty
quits tennis aged 25
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Cost of living surges: and
Sunak squeezes poorest

Chancellor condemned
over package of tax and
duty cuts that fails to
help the most vulnerable

Larry Elliott
Heather Stewart

Britain’s most vulnerable households
will face the full force of the biggest
squeeze on living standards onrecord
after Rishi Sunak targeted better off
warkers for help in his £9bn mini-
budget package of tax and duty cuts.

The chancellor responded to the
highest inflation in three decades
withaSpalitrecut in fuel dutyanda
£3,000 increase in the threshold for
national insurance contributions
(MICs)but faced immediate and wide-
spread criticism for failing to shield
pensionets and those dependent on
state benefits from the impact of a
cost of living crisis.

In what he boasted was the big-
gest package of tax cuts in a quarter
of a century, Sunak cut fuel duty by
5palitre - taking prices back totheir
level of a week ago - and said the NICs
change would benefit the average
worker by about £6 a week.

In the most surprising move, the
chancellor then announced a 1p cut
inincome tax to 19p, which will come
into force in April 2024, the month
before the dayearmarked by the gov-
ernment for the general election.

The independent Office for Budger
Responsibility (DBR) said the spring
statement had given back onlyasixth
of the tax increases announced by

Sunak during his two years oe
aschancellor and that even

Forecast Standard of
living ‘to fall at fastest
ratesince 50s' Page4 =

US pledges to pursue
Russia for war crimes

Julian Borger
Washingtan

The US has formally accused Russian
forces of committing war crimes in
Ukraine and said it would pursue
accountability *using every tool

5400_u1165

available”, The announcement came
as Joe Biden left foratripto Europe to
bolsterwestern unity in the face ofan
increasingly brutal invasion.

The secretary of state, Antony
Blinken, said that the US had come
toits conclusion using both public
and intelligence sources.

-

Atthefoodbank Tt's
asifthegovernment
livesinabubble' Page 6 =

“Today, lcan announce that, based
on information currently available,
the US government assesses that
members of Russia’s forces have
committed war crimes in Ukraine,”
Blinken said.

“As with any alleged crime, a
court of law with jurisdiction over
the crime is ultimately responsi-
ble for determining criminal guilt
in specific cases,” he added, saving
the US would continue its efforts to
gather evidence and share it with
internaticnal institutions.

“We are committed to pursuing

R

The measures How will
the chancellor's changes
affect you? Page 9 =

accountability using every tool

available, including criminal pros-

ecutions,” Blinken said.
Theannouncement followsaweek

after President Biden's off-the-cuff

remark that he considered Vladimir
Putin a war criminal, triggering
an official protest from the Krem-
lin which warned that the comment
could cause a breach in bilateral
relations,

Asked if the state department
designation applied specifically to
Putin, Beth Van Schaack, the newly
confirmed ambassador at large for

A The chancellor, Rishi Sunak, leaving 11 Downing Street for the Commons to deliver his spring statement pesterday pHoTOGRAH: LEON NEALIGETTY IMAGES

Leader comment ‘This
isastrategy forinequality’
Journal, page 2 -

global criminal justice, said it would
beup to the courts to decide.

But she added: *There are doc-
trines under international law and
domesticlawthatareabletoreachall
the way up the chain of command.”

The state department
did not give details 'T'F@e
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