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ackler family members

‘whao own Purdue Pharma
agreed to pay up to $6 bil-
lion to lawsuirs aceus-
ing them of helping fuel the
opioid crisis, earning the
unanimous support of state
attomeys general to resolve

# The freeze that Western
sanctions put on Russian
bond markets is starting
to thaw despite the loom-
ing risk of the country's
first potential default in
more than two decades. Al12

#» U.5. stocks fell, with the
S&P 500, Dow and Nasdaq
retreating 0.5%, 0.3% and
L6%, respectwely. s,
crude-oil

lower at $10767 a barrel. Bl

# A Tokyo judge lashed out
at fugitive car executive
Ghnsn, call_lng him a greedy
criminal. Ghaosn
san:l the statements proved
why he couldn’t have re-
cedwved a falr trial in Japan. Bl
+ Tesla's Musk said he
was open to the UAW haold-
ing a vote about organizing
labor at the company. after
lorgg, resksting such a move. BL
+ Amazon has given the
FTC a fast-approaching dead-
line to deliver a verdict on
its proposed MGM deal_

into effect earlier this week. B4

World - Wide
- e
+ Moscow deepened its
military offensive in south-
ern Ukraine, the

g
city of Iche'rsnn and push-
ing toward Zaporizhzhia
before Ukrainians said Rus-
sian forces shelled a large
mm'l.earpomrplanl prompt-

es. Al, AB-12

# The U.S. and Iran were
closing in on an agreenyent
to restore the 2015 nuclear
deal, although officials firom
both countries warned that
final issues still needed to
be nailed down. A13

+ The Supreme Court
blocked Guantanamo de-
tainee Abu Fubaydah’s re-
guest to obtain evidence
from former CIA contractors
who allegedly tortured him
at a “black site” in Poland. A3

# The Jan. 6 panel has sub-
poenaed records and testi-
mony from Kimberly Guil-
foyle, a top fundraising
official on the 2020 Trump
campaign and the fiancee
of Donald Trump Jr. A4

+ A Kentocky jury acouitted
former Louisville police de-
tective Brett Hankison on
three counts of wanton en-
related toa 2020
raid during which Breonna
Taylor was fatally shot. A%

panies in compliance
as part of a broad audit. A4
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Russia Escalates Ukraine Assault

A residenti:

ng shown Thursday in Borodyanka, Ukraine, in the Kyiv region was destroyed by Russian shelling.

Refugee Exodus
Tops a Million
In First Week

By Drew Himsaaw
Ann Nararis OUEWSEA

MEDYEA, Poland—Within
days of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, the line of cars carry-
ing people fleeing to the coun-
wy's border with Poland was
55 miles long.

In wet snow and cold rain,
mothers began abandoning
their ears to walk for hours,
prodding exhausted children
as they dragged their strollers
and suitcases along the road.

Mear them, jam-packed se-

dans running low on gas inched
up to a modest checkpoint that
ordinarily serves a half-dozen
people at a time, often day-
trippers crossing into the duty-
free zone to buy cigarettes.

Inside the checkpoint, twa
Ukrainian immigration officers
have been frantically trying to
keep up with one of the fastest
exoduses from any country in
modern history.

In a week since the war with
Russia began, more than one
million refugees have left
Ukraine, the United Nations ref-

Ukrainian arrivals in bordering countries
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ugee agency said. Most headed
weest into Poland, Hungary, Slo-
wvakia, Romania and Moldowva
At the current pace, by the
weekend, more asylum seekers
will have entered the European
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Union in a matter of days than
in all of 2015, when 1.3 million
people crossed from the Mid-
dle East and Africa into the
bloc. That would make the

Please turn to page AI0

Shelling strikes nuclear
plant as Kremlin steps
up attacks on targets
in southern region

EYTWL Ukraine—Maoscow
deepened its military offensive
in southern Ukraine on Thurs-
day, penetrating the city of
Eherson and pushing toward
Zaporizhzhia before Ukrainians
said Russian forces shelled a
large nuclear power plant,
prompting concern from the in-
ternational commumnity about
the risk of nuclear disaster.

Russian and Ukrainian nego-

By Yaroslav Troffmov,
Sracy Meichory
and Andrew Restuccia

tators agreed to estal “hi-
manitarian corridors” to allow
civilians o leave besieged cities.
MNegotiators, however, failed to
reach any agreement on an
overall cease-fire, and President
Vladimir Putin of Russia sig-
naled that he is determined to
continue the war.

Kyiv told the United Nations®
International Atomic Energy
Agency that a fire that broke
out at the Zaporizhzhia muckear
power facility, the largest in
Europe, didn’t affect essential
equipment, the agency said.
The report lessened initial con-
cerns that the shelling damaged
a reactor.

But Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said in a
video posted on social media
that Russia’s actions show that
“Europe needs to wake up."”

“Only immediate action can
stop the Russian troops, T not
let Europe die in the nuclear ca-
tastrophe,™ he said, according to
a translation posted online by
Ukraines LS. embassy. He ac-
cused Russia of “nuclear terror.”

Mr. Zelensky spoke with
President Biden about the inci-
dent at the nuclear plant. Fol-
lowing the call, which ocourred
late Thursday nizght Washington
time, Mr. Biden urged Russia to
“cease its military activities in
the area and allow firefighters
and emergency responders to

Please furn fo page AS

Putin Relationship Gives
China Second Thoughts

By LincLine WE

In the months leading wp to
Xi Jinping making common
cause with Russian President
Viadimir Putin, the Chinese
leader was focused on one
country, and it wasn't Ukraine.

His ambitions for alignment
with Mr. Putin had one main
purpose: presenting a united
front against the U.S. The re-
sult, according to Chinese offi-
cials, foreign-policy advisers
to Beijing and an analysis of

public statements, was the
Feb. 4 China-Russia declara-
tion that the countries’ friend-
ship had “no limits."”

Russia™s subsequent inva-
sbon of its neighbor is forcing
Beijing into adjusting its for-
eign policy in a way that risks
damaging relations with the
U.S.-led West and undoing
years of efforts to paint itself
as a responsible world leader.

In Beijing, the ripple effects
of & move that may cost China
dearly are now sinking in, say

the officials and advisers. Some
officials say they are fearful of
the conseguences of getting so
close to Russia at the expense
of other relationships—espe-
clally when Russian aggression
against Ukraime is isolating
Moscow in much of the world.
Already, many politicians
from Washington to Brussels
have grouped Beijing together
with Moscow as a mew “axis"—
a term giving Western alliances
more reason to disengage from
Please turn fo page A1Z

Airport Battle Denied
Moscow Quick Victory

By James Marson

Machine-gun fire tore past
Anatoliy Kharchenko and cut
down several fellow Ukrainian
paratroopers as they fought
their way through the darkness
toward Hostomel Airport.

The crack Ukrainian umit was
oyving to thwart Vladimir Pu-
tin's plan for a rapid takeower of
Kyiv some 20 miles away, But
their mission was going badly.

Elite Russian airborme troops
had landed in helicopters hours
earlier on the first day of Rus-
sia's war against Ukraine. Tf they

could hold the airfield, Russia
would be able to fly in hundreds
of soldiers and move rapidly to
seize the Ukrainian capital, part
of NMr. Putin's plan to force a
quick capitulation.

The Russians, protected by a
concrete barrier topped with
barbed wire, were directing
withering fire at L. Kharch-
enko’s unit. Another Ukrainian
force speeding to join the fight
was delayed.

The paratroopers pressed o,
“We knew what was at stake,™
Lt. Kharchenko said.

Please furn fo page AS

A Global Hunt for Russian Oligarchs’ Yachts Begins

Russia’s richest men are on
the run amid a global dragnet
Western governments hawve
cast to ensnare their vachts,
villas, jets and bank accounts.

In recent days, French au-
thorities detained a handful of
ships subject to new sanctions,
including a 280-foot vacht, the
Amore Vero, “True Love™ in Ital-

Arms from abroad bolster
Kyiv forces
AB

By Wick Kostow,
Alistair MacDonald
and Bersy McKay

fan. They said it is owned by
Igor Sechin, the sanctioned chief
executive of Russian oil pro-
ducer Rosneft and close ally of
President Viadimir Putin of Rus-

Western companies offer
assistance to Ukraine
ALl

INSIDE

SPORTS
Kentucky Coach John
Calipari pivots with
upperclassmen primed
for March Madness. A1e

BUSINESS & FINANCE
MMusk says Tesla is
open to the LLaW
holding a vote about
organizing labor. B1

sia. They swooped in during the
night as the vessel was making
wihat they described as prepara-
tions to leave port in a hurry.
Mikhail Fridman, a former
Russian banker who wound up
on the European Union's sanc-
rions list, was locked out this
week of the private-equity fund
he co-founded. Luxembourg-

Auto makers’ supply woes
are worsening
ALL

based LetterOme Holdings Sa
froze his stake and is holding
back dividends and prohibiting
him from contacting anyone at
the fund. Alexey Mordashow,
the largest shareholder of Ger-
man tourism group TUL AG,
and one of Russia’s wealthiest
people, resigned from its su-
pervisory board after being put

Trar.llr-g in Russian bonds
defrosts a bit
AlZ

on the EU's list.

The sanctions on individua-
als are one part of a multi-
front effort to hit Moscow ec-
onomically after Mr. Putin®s
invasion of Ukraine. Western
capitals sanctioned banks and
companies, and targeted Rus-
sia’s central bank.,

Please turn to page A0

Stocks retreat, and
crude settles lower
Bl

Sacklers Settle Opioid Suits for $6 Billion

By JonNaTHAN RANDLES

Members of the Sackler
family who own Purdue
FPharma LP and grew wealthy
from sales of OsxyContin agreed
o pay up to $6 billion to settle
lawsuits accusing them of
helping fuel the opicid-addic-
tion epidemic, earning the
unanimous support of state at-
torneys general to resolve the
family"s liability and end the
drugmaker's bankruptcy case.

The new settlement unveiled
Thursday marks an increase

from the $4.5 billion previowsly
offered by the Sacklers, whose
weealth has been estimated at
about $11 billion. For the first
time, the proposed deal has the
support of a key group of state
attorneys general who had op-
posed Purdue’s earlier efforts
to resolve opioid-related liabil-
ity, saying the Sacklers weren't
paying enough to fight opioid
addiction and deter corporate
wrongdoing.

The dispute between the
family and California, Connect-
icut, the District of Columbia

and other states has kept Pur-
due stuck in bankruptey amnd
has delayed the distribution of
billions of dollars from the
Sacklers to fund opioid abate-
ment programs and combat a
national addiction crisis that
the company’s flagship pain-
killer helped to fuel.

The family didn't admit lia-
bility in the new settlement but
agreed to pay a minimum of
£5.5 billion and a maximum of
%6 billion while ceding control
of Purdue, which pleaded guilty

lecse furn fo page A2
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“They’re trying to wipe this
city off the face of the Earth’

[ Cl ]

GUY CHAZAN — LVIY
ROMAM OLEARCHYE — KYIV
DEMETRI SEVASTOFULD — WASHINGTON

FRussia subjected the Ukrainkn cities of
Mariupal, Chernihiv and Kharkiv to
relentless missile bombardment yester-
day as chvilians bore the brunt of a war
that Viadimir Putin declared would be
won “whatever happens™

The indiscriminate and brutal attacks
on residential arcas came as Rassian
forces tightened their grip on south-east
Ukraine. Moscow claimed to have taken
control afthe Black Sea city of Kherson.

At least 22 people were Killed in a
strike on Chernihiv, north of Kyiv, with
Fassian cluster munitions hitting apart-
ment blocks. As rockets rained down,

‘Western brands’ 30-year
Russlan affair faces end

The Ivvasion of Ukraing has prompted
an exodus of weshern companies from
Fussia that is as sudden as their entry
30 years ago, when quewes af the new
McDonald's in Moscow were longer
than for Lenin's fomb. Big names ane
pulling out, cutting back services or
halting deliveries. But some groups,
eyeang 3 much bigger Chinese market,
are considenng the risks of setting a
precedent. 1 this were China, It would
be very diferent; says one adviser.
Starting to flee » pace s

upql subjected to relentless

Russian missiles

Viadimir Putin held a moment of silence
fior Rizssia’s casualties, blaming civilian
deaths in Ukraine on “neo-Nazis” he
claimed were using people as “human
shields™.

It was the first time Putin had
addressed the human cost of the war.
Russiaadmitted this week that 498 of its
soldiers had been killed and more than
1,500 wounded: Ukraine claims Russia
hhas sufiered more than 5,500 @sualtics,

In a video address to his security
coumcil, Putin said he would “never gve
up my conviction that Russians and
Ukrainlans are one people™. He sald
families of fallen Russian soldiers would
recelveup to RbsT4mmn { $65,0040).

A second round of talks between Rus-

slan and Ukralnlan delegations con-
cluded with an agresment Lo create
humanitarian corridors for those flee-
Imgg besbeged cities. But Kyiv said no fur-
ther progress was made in the talks.
AUS defence official said Russia had
fired 480 missiles in the invasion, 230
from mobilelaunchers.

As the civilian death toll climbs, UN
offidak sald more tea Lmn refiapess
were flecing 1o neighboaring countries,

Putin also spoke to French president
Emmanuel Macron, telling him Russia's
operations were “going according to
plan™, according toa French official.

“Oar analysisof military operations is
that Russia’s ambitien is indeed to take
control of all of Ukraine,” the official

e Putin warns Macron that Moscow
will win the war ‘whatever happens’

=

L

A Ukraindan father weeps for his
teenage son, whose body lies on a
stretcher at a hospital in Mariupal
Exgerry i iT

sakd, adding that expectations were that
the “warst was yel lo come”,

The Russian president also told
Macron he would engage in ceasefire
talks only if Ukrainians kid down their
arms. The Kremlin said Putin told
Macron the "objectives of [Russia’s]
special operation will beachieved what-
ever happens™.

In Mariapol, Pyotr Andriushchenbon,
am aide to the mayor, said the city was
facing a hamanitarian catastrophe.
“This lzn’t a military operation —

Paris and Berlin detain superyachts

of Putin’s favourites as sanctions bite

VICTOR HALLET — PARIS
RIKA SOLOMIN — DERLIN

Framce and Germany are detaining in
their parts superyachts belonging to
close associates of Russian president
Vladimir Putin as western gowvern-
ments start enforcing sanctions agalnst
the country's businesses and billion
abres following the invasion of Ukraine.

The EU, along with the UK, Us and other
allies, is targeting the assets of oligarchs,
inchading hoory homes and cars as part
af a package of financial, commercial,
cultural and sporting sanctions against
Roussla. Some 510 people and entities ape
on the EU sanctions list, according to
France’s finance

The Ftenchdeparuuemaa}dyula-
day that the $116mn superyacht Amore
WVero was being beld in the Mediterra-
mean port of La Clotat. Tt belongs to a

company of which Igor Sechin — the
boss of Russian oll group Rosneft who
has been targeted by sanctions — had
been identified as the main sharchol der.
Germany has alen detained the world's
biggest superyacht — the $60dmn, 156~
meetre vessel Dilbar — belonging to bil-
lionaire Alisher Usmanov as it under-
went a refit at a shipyard in Hamburg,
according to Forbes. The yacht features
helipads, a large swimming pool and
gym. The Der Spiegel newspaper, citing
the city’s economics senator, sakd the
yacht was banned from leaving the port.
The Hamburg economics authority,
which is the senator’s office, declined to
confirm or deny Der Spicgel’s report,
sayingonky: "[Yachts] mym}mwﬂw
portifthey arenot allowed .
Usmanov's spokesman and the Ger-
man government declined to comment.
Bilolm + Woss, the yard, sabd only that

the contracts it was working on were
“wreated in scoord ance with the applica-
Tblle laws and regulations".

Sechin was described by the EUasone
of Putin's “most trusted and closest
audvisers, as well as his persanal friend”
who received financial gains and
“important assignments in return for
subardination and keyalty™.

The EU said uUzbekistan-born
Usmamncry, once Russia’s richest man and
another target of EU sanctions, was
among Putin's “faveurite oligarchs”. He
controls MegaFon, Russia’s second-
largest phone network, and metals
group Metallodmvest. He was previowshy
ane of Facehaok's biggest imaestors,

France said the B6-metre yacht lnked
to Sechin was supposed to remain ina
yard for repairs until April 1 but had
been preparing “for an urgent depar-
ture without thework being finkshed”.
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they're trying to wipe this city off the
Eace of the earth.” he said by phone. “We
have been shelled constantly for the
past 20 hours.”

Artillery and rocket fire had injured
mare than 150 people, he added.

President Valodymyr Zelensky said
Ukrainians had lived through two workl
wiars, the Holodomor — Stalin’s man-
made famine during the 1930s — the
Holocaust, saviet terror, the Chermoby|
nuclear disaster as well as Russia’s
annexation of Crimea and its interven-
tion in support of the rebels in Donetsk
and Luhansk. "We don't have the big-
gest territory. But we do have our peo-
ple. We do have our Ia.mi. .« This is
wihat we are

Main developments

& The UK said it would shut
Russian companies out of its
insurance market, in a move
that hits space and aviation

® The |IEA set out a plan to
slash EU imports of Russian
gas, urging it to sign no new
contracts with Gazprom

= The Pentagon called off a
missile test in an effort 1o
«cut the chances of it being
‘misconstrued’ by Moscow

» London Stock Exchange
suspended 27 groups with
Russia ties, hours after MSCI
ejected the country’s listings

& Georgia and Moldava
applied formally to join the
EL, piggybacking on a Kyiv
bid for fast-fracked entry

= UK satellite internet group
OneWeb cancelled laundches
from Russia's cosmodrome
in Kazakhstan

Inside

= Wt i Ukraing: news & amalysis

Hospital crisks looms Page 2

Purin's grip Nightens on poats Page 1

munmeﬂwrmnmw 4

- & Markets

Gerwerall eves Russia refreat Page 8

Commaodifies prices sasre Page T2

-

FT Wiew: Europe’s enengy habit Fage 1

John Thornhill, Chris Giles & Michasel
m Page 19

LSE, food & remittances Fage 30



“All the MNews
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition
Today, mostly sunny, cold, light
wind, high 38 Tonight, partly

cloudy, low . Tomorrow, clouds
limiting sunshine, not quite as cold,
high 46. Weather map. Page A24.

VOL.CLXXI ... No. 58,352

£ 2022 The Mew York Times Company

NEW YORK, FRIDAY, MARCH 4,

2022

£3.00

RUSSIANS PUSH TO TIGHTEN GRIP IN SOUTH

Moscow and Kyiv Agree to Corridors
to Allow Civilians to Evacuate

As Russia attacked Ukrainian residential areas. including a building in Chernil
e, top, hosted a news conference on Thursday in Kyiv,

of Ukr.

“We have a special people, an extracrdinary people,” he sai
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iv, above, in the north, President Volodymyr Zelensky
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On the Slow Exodus West, Ukrainians Find Hardship and Dread

By VALERIE HOPKINS
VIITIVTSI, Ukraine Th
families  staggered  in,  bleary-
eyed, to a two-room kindergarten
around 1 am., exhausted after a
long journey from their home in
Cherkasy, about 300 miles away.

sian invasion, they had decided it
was time to leave and make their
way along with tens of thousands
of others to the safer regions of
western Ukraine.

It was slow going. The roads
were jammed with Ukrainians
making a similar exodus. As they
setthed in for a few hours of sleep
on a set ol cols sized for 4-year-

olds, air raid sirens blared from

the administrative building next
door.

The next morning, as snow fell
outside, ll-year-old Karolyna

Tupytska and her younger sister
Albina brushed their teeth, played
with a small Terrier and braced
themselves for another long day
of travel. They were headed 1o Po-
land with their mother, Lyuba.
“My grandparents and my dad
are still in Cherkasy” Karolyna
=said. She said she was sad to leave
behind her white hamster, Pearl.
In Ukraine, everyone who has
the means is on the mowve, dis-
placed by a war that seemed im-
possible to imagine, but has [i-

Sleeping in Classrooms
and Halls of Hotels in
Flight to Unknown

nally arrived. They are flesing
physical danger, of course — artil-
lery attacks that ravaged hospi-
tals, public squares and apart-
ment buildings — but also the des-
peration of wartime conditions ewv-
ient in food shortages. loss of
work and a dearth of medical sup-
plics,

In the past week, more than one
million Ukrainians have fled Lo

neighboring countries, according
to the United Mations. A million
more are internally displaced. Aid
groups have described it as one of
the bigge st humanitarian crises in
recent memory. The European
Union said Thursday that it would
affer Ukrainians temporary begal
protection to live and work in the
bloc for up to three vears, and the
United Staves also said it would
give them temporary protected
status.

At the kindergarten, Iryma
Boicharenko, a 18-year-odd also
from Cherkasy, was sheeping in a
room with her extended family.
The walls were painted with Sowvi-

Continued on Page AS

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ and RICHARD PERET-PENA

ODESSA, Ukraine — Russian
forces  advanced deeper i
southern Ukraine on Thursd,
appearing intent on seizing
country's entire Black Sea coast,
as the number of people flecing
Ukraine reached one million just &
week into Russia's invasion and
bombardment of cities and towns.

Defiant Ukrainians, bolstered
by a huge influx of weapons from
MATO countries, have put up sur-
prisingly effective  resistance,
while Moscow's forces have run
inte a host of logistical problems,
according to Western military and
intelligence assessments.,

But the Russians, with numer-
ical and technological superiority,
have been slowed, not stopped.
and the Kremlin insisted in a
staterment that the war was "going
according o plan.”

Russian foroes surging out of
Crimea cut off Mariupel, a port
city to the east, while to the wesr,
where they seized the city of Kher—
som on Wednesday, they advanced
on the port of Mykolaiv, leaving
thermn just 60 miles from Odessa, o
wital shipping center and the larg-
est city in the south,

In asecond round of talks held
in Belarus, Russia and Ukraine
agreed to establish “humanitar-
ian  corridors”  with  possil
cease-fires in them, for civilians to
evacuate the most dangerous ar-
eas, and to allow food and med
cine to reach those places. Bu
there was no sign of progress on
resolving the overall conflict.

Russia Hushes
Last Remnants
Of a Free Press

By ANTON TROIANODVSKI
amnd VALERTYA SAFRONOWVA
As President Wladimir . Pugin

wages war against Ukraine, he is

fighting a parallel battle on the
home front, dismantling the last
wvestiges of a Russian free press.
©On Thursday, the pillars of Rus-

sia’s independent broadeast me-
dia collapsed under pressure from
the state. Echo of Moscow, the
freewheeling radio station
founded by Soviet dissidents
19940 and that symbolized Russia’
new freedoms, was “liguidated
by its baard. TV Rain, the youthful
independent television station
that calls itself “the optimistic
channel” said it would suspend
operations indefinively

And Dmitri Muratoy, the jour-
nalist who shared the Nobel Peace
Prize last year, said that his news-
paper Novayva Gazeta, which sur-
wived the murdersof six of its jour-
nalists, could be on the verge of
shutting down as wel].

“Ewverything th not propa-
ganda is being el.mma:ed," Mr

Muratov said.

Precipitating the owtlets’ de-
mise were plans by the Russian
Parliament to take up legislation
on Friday that would make news
considered “fakes” aboul Russias
war in Ukraine punishable by
yearslong prison terms. The Rus-
sian  authorities have already
made it clear that the very act of
calling it a “war” — the Kremlin
prefers the term “special military
” — is considered disin-

“We're going to punish those
who spread p'u:lc using fakes by
up to 15 year: a lawmaker, Shol-
ool, on Thursday
Duﬂnﬁworldwal I, fve said, euch
people “were shot on the spot
Corntinued on Page A0

A fire broke out early Friday ata
complex in southern Ukraine that
is home to Europe’s largest nucle-
ar power plant, after Rus
troops fired on the area, Ukraine's
foreign minister said. Secu ¥
camera footage filmed early on
Friday and verified by The Times
showed a building ablaze inside
the power complex near a line of
military vehicles, The videos ap-
peared to show people in the vehi-
cles firing at buildings in the
power plant, but it was unclear if
the wvehicles were Russian or
Ukrainian. [Page A1L]

President  Biden spoke with
President Volodymyr Zelensky of
Ukraine about the fire on Thurs-
day night, and wrged Russia to
“cease its militz ivities in the
arca and allow Arefighters and
emergency responders to access
the site” according to a White
House description of the call.

The International Awemic Ener-
v Agency sald on Twitter that it
had been informed by Ukrai
regulators that there had been no
reported change in radiation lev-
els at the plant, and that the fire
had not affected “essential equip-
ment”

For eight vears, President Vla-
dimir V. Putin of Russia has been
building what amounts o a mas-
sive military staging area in
Crimea. the Black Sea peninsula
he invaded and annexed from
Ukraine in 2004, and forces sta-

Continued on Page A6
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n guard in Maidan
Square in Kyiv on Wednesday.

Preparedness
Aided Ukraine
In Stalling Foe

This article is by Eric Schimitt, He-
tene Cooger and Julien E. Barnes.

WASHINGTON Ukraine’s
soldiers have blown up bridges to
halt advancing Russian ground
troops. Its pilots and air defenses
have prevented Russian fighter
jets from conguering the skies.
And a band of savwvy Ukrainian cy-
berwarriors are so far beating
Moscow in an information war, in-
spiring  Support at home  and
abroad,

T the surprise of many military
analysts, Ukrainian troops are
mounting a stiffer-than-expected
resistance 1o Russian forces up
and down battle lines across a
country the size of Texas, fighting
with a resourcefulness and cre-
ativity that LS. analysts said
could trip up Russian troops for
weeks or months to oome.

The Ukrainians are also exploit-
ing a bungled beginning to Rus-
sia’s allout assault. Armed with
shoulder-fired anti-tank weapons,
they have attac a mileslong
Russian armored convoy bearing

wn on Kyiv, the capital, helping

Cortinued on Page AG

Sacklers Strike

By JAN HOFFMAN
Members of the billionaire
Sackler family and their company,
Purdue Pharma, have reached a
deal with a group of states that
had long resisted the company’s
bankruptey plan —

lars from the family’s fortune to
addiction treatment Programs fna-
tionwide, according to a court fil-
ing on Thursday.

If Judge Robert Drain, who has

New Deal to Settle Opioid Suits

To End Cases, at Least
an Extra Billion

presided over Purduee's bank-
ruptcy  procecdings  in White
Plains, N.¥., approves the agree-
ment, the Sacklers would pay as
miuch as $6 billion to help commu-
nitkes address the damage from
the opioid crisis. In return, Sack-
ler family members would get the

prize they insisted upon for nearly
three vears: an end to all current
and future civil claims against
them ower the company's pre-
seription opioid business.

The Sacklers’ liability protec-
tion would not extend to criminal
prosecutions.

The deal still faces potential
hurdles in the courts, bat it is the
first time in three years of negotia-
tions that all states have accepted
a settlement agreement with Pur-

Continued on Page A20

Trump Ignored Pleas on Election Lies, Panel Says

By LUKE BROADWATER
and ALAN FEUER

WASHIMNGTON — Shortly after
the 2020 election, as ballots were
still being counted, the top data
expert in President Donald I,
Trump’s re-election campaign told
him bluntly that he was going to
lose.

In the weeks that followed, as
Mr. Trump continued to insist that
he had won, a senior Justice De-
partment official told him repeat-

Details of Relentless Bid
and Possible Crime

edly that his claims of widespread
voting fra were meritless, ulti-
mately warning him that they
would “hurt the country™

Those concerns were echoed by
the top White House lawyer, who
told the president that he would be
entering into a “murder-suicide

pact™ if he continued to pursue ex-
treme plans to try to invalidate the
results of the 2020 election.
¥et Mr. Trump — time and again
— discounted the facts, the data
and many of his own advisers as
e continued to promote the lie of
a stolen election, according to
hundreds of pages of exhibits, in-
terview transcripts and email cor-
respondence assembled by the
House committes investigating
the Jan, & attack for a legal filing
Continued on Poge AIS

MATIONAL A15-21, 24
Ex-Officer Acquitted Over Raid

A jury found Brent Hankison, the only
officer charged over the 2020 police rai
that killed Breonna Tayior, not guilty of
wanton endangerment. PAGE AZ0

BUSINESS B1-6
Hot Meals, Sizzling Comebacks

Food companies founded by women of
Asian descent are finding creative ways
o disarm the internet trolls that can be

a part of doing business online. PAGE BL

SPORTS B7-10
No Russia or Belarus at Games

Paralympics organizers in Beljing re-
versed course and barred the nations,

citing tension among athletes and fears
about boycotts and violence.  PAGE BY

WEEKEMD ARTS C1-22
Mining Her Own Jazz Archive

In a new album, the vocalist Cécile
MeLorin Salvant applies her daring-to-
go-there ethic to hersell, writing songs
that look within and don't blink. PAGE C1

OPFINION AZ2-23
Sherrilyn A, IRl
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Biden
expands
blacklist
of Putin
cronies

As the ULS. sanctions
more oligarchs, there
is pressure to go after
Russia’s energy sector.

By ELI STOKOLE AND
JENNIFER HABEREORN

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden announced new
sanctions Thursday on
more than a dozen Russian
aligarchs and their families,
as pressure continued to
build on Capitol Hill for an
even tougher response to
Moscow a week after it in-
wvaded Ukraine, particularly
banning imports of Russian
energy.

ThE- White House im-
PoOs: sanctions on 19
wenltru, Russian individuals
and 47 of their family memmn-
bers and close associates, in-
cluding President Viadimir
Putin's spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, and Alisher Us-
manov, one of the wealthiest
men in Russia.

Unwﬂ.hng to engage Rus-
sia's military directly, the
U.8. and Europe have also
increased their shipments of
weapons and other materiel
to Ukraine in recent days, as
television coverage of Rus-
sia’s unprovoked aggression
and social media posts from
Ukraine have galvanized the
West.

Biden, outlining the new
sanctions at the start of a
Cabinet meeting Thursday,
sald prior actions to cut Rus-
sia off from the global finan-
cial system hawve had a “pro-
found effect” already.

“The goal was Lo maxi-
mize the impact on Putin
and Russia and minimize
‘the harm on us and ourallies
and friends around the
world,” he continued. “Our
interest isin maintaining the
strongest unified economic
impact campalgn on Putin
in all history, and I think
we're well on the way to do-
ing that.”

The 1.5, restrictions will
prohibit those sanctioned
from traveling to the United
States. By targeting bthe
elites” family members, the
administration is aiming

[Ses Sanctions, A4]

China denies it
held up invasion
Beijing decries a report
that it asked Russia to
wait until after the
Olympics. WORLID, AG

@ eoze
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EvcENY MALOLETEA Associnted Fress

A MAN cries over his son’s lifeless body at a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in Mariupol,
Ukraine, on Wednesday. Hundreds were feared dead in atcacks on the serategic southeastern city.

Russia hits nuclear plant,
pounds southern coast

Fire erupts in reactor.
Assault on seaports
may ravage Ukraine’s
shipping, economy.

By NaBiH BULOS,
Lauvura HiNg
AND DAavID PIERSON

KYIV, Ukraine — FRus-
sian forces shelled a nuclear
power plant as they bom-
barded and besieged =a
swathof southern Ukrainian
cities, seeking to sever ac-
cess to the country's crucial
seacoasts even as the invad-
ers appeared stalled in a bid
‘to knock out Ukraine's lead-
ership by capturing or sub-
duing the capital, Kyiv.

During an attack early
Friday on the city of Enerhbo-

[See Ukraine, A6]

WADIM GHINDA Associated Press

A WOMAN sits in a train in Kyiv, Ukraine, bound for Lviv, near the Polish
border. The UM, says the number of displaced people could grow to 10 million.

LLGBTQ Ukrainians fear worst

They worry about harsh laws under Russian occupation

BY HATE LINTHICUM

Zi Faamelu wants to escape the
war in Ukraine. but her identity will

not let her.
The 3l-year-old singer,

country.

‘That paradox has left Faamelu

who  is
transgender, has a passport that, says
she is male, the sex assigned to her at
birth, and Ukraine has prohibited
men of fighting age from leaving the

hunkered inside her Kyiv apartment
as missiles soar around her. She is
considering following other transgern-
der women who have crossed into Po-
land illegally through the woods in the
week sinee Russia lnvaded.

“Already we were fighting for our
lives, " she said. "And now we're actu-
ally in war.™

Faamelu is anxious to leave now.
She knows that under a Russian ocou-
pation, life could deteriorate guickly
for LLOBTQ people like her.

“Itis a werybleak situation fortrans
people in Ukraine.” Faamelu said.
“Butin Russia, it's even worse.™

Ower the last two decades, Russian
President Viadimir Putin has waged
anall-out assault on the LGBTQ com-
munity, framing it as part. of a larger
campaign to protect Russia’s “tradi-
tional culture” from what he describes
as an onslaught of modern values pro-
moted by the West.

Putin has called gender fluidity “a

[Soe LLGBTG, A4d]
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COUNTY
LIFTS
INDOOR
MASKING
ORDER

Vaccination proof will

no longer be needed
in many businesses.
City rules remain.

By Ronc-Gono Law I1
AND LukE MoONEY

Los Angeles County has
officially exited the high cor-
onavirus community level,
as calculated by the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control
and Preventlion. meaning it
will lift its indoor mask order
Friday.

L.A. County was deter-
mined to be in & low cor-
onavirus community level,
according to CDC data pub-
lished Thursday afternoo

Local health officials h.nd
been waiting for the CDC's
update before acting, Public
Healih Director Barbara
Ferrer confirmed Thursday
that the county will issue a
new health order — effective
Friday — that will lift the in-
door mask order, regardless
of vaccination status, in
places such as bars, stores,
offices, restaurants, gyms
and movie theaters.

Businesses can choose to
retain their mask reqguire-
ment for both customers
and employees. And resi-
dents can still choose to
wear a mask in any publ
place,

The revised order, to be
issued by county health offi-
cer Dr. Muntu Davis, also
will relax some of the
local wvaccination wverifica-
tion rules.

Ferrer said vaccination
werification no longer will be
required at outdoor mega-
events — such as at theme
parks, SoFi and Dodger sta-
diums, the L.A. Memorial
Coliseum and the Holly-
wood Bowl — and no longer
will be reqguired in indoor
portions of bars, lounges,
nightelubs, ol eries,
wineries and breweries.

The county still strongly
recommends waccination
weriflication for outdoor
and indoor

But vaccination verifica-
tion or a recent negative test
still will be reguired at in-
door mega-events — those
with more than 1000 people,
such as NBA games at Cryp-
Lo com Arena (formerly Sta-
ples Center) — which re-
mains a statewide require-
ment. Vaccination verifica-

[Soc Masks, A1)

State steps up its efforts
to address mental health

Under Newsom plan,
courts could mandare
treatment for drug
and psychiatric issues.
By HannAaH WiLEY

JAs California citles strug-
gle to address a homeless-
ness and mental health cri-
sis on their streets, Gov
CGravin Mewsom's adminis-
tration on Thursday un-
weiled a proposal to push
more pecplewith severe psy-
chiatric disorders and ad-
diction issues into court-
ordered care that includes
medication and housing.

The proposal, which
Newsom is calling the Com-
munity Assistance, Recowv-
aery and Empowerment
Court, is the state’s latest ef-
fort to address one of Cali-
fornia's greatest struggles,

[See Mental health, A14]

Proposal offers new path forward

MNewsom's plan gives hope to families of those with
mental illness, Anita Chabria writes. caLre

Guilty plea
in killing
of Avant

Aariel Maynor, 30,
admits to shooting
prominent philan-
thropist in break-in
at her Beverly Hills
home. CALIFORNIA, B3

Ex-cop cleared
in botched raid
Kentucky jury acguits
fired officer of endan-
gering neighbors the
night Breonna Taylor
was killed. NATTON, A8

Bill may expand
abortion access
Legislation would let
nurse practitioners in
state perform services
independently of doc-
TOTS. CALIFORMIA, Bl
Weather

Cool with showers.
L.A. Basin: 6249, B8

InFax KHAN Los Angeles Times
A HOMELESS person in LoA. Gov. Gavin Mewsaorm
says the state is taking a new approach to the crisis.

EmEacime o

I
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UC Berkeley cap
upheld by court

Ruling on enrollment
size will force campus
to offer online and
deferred admission.

By TERESA WATANABE

The California Supreme
Court on Thursday declined
to lift an enrollment cap on
UC Berkeley, forcing aone of
the nation's most popular
campuses bto scramble for
ways bo avoid what it initially
feared could be cuts as large
as one-third of its incoming
fall class, or 3,000 seats, just
weeks before it was set tore-
lease admission decisions.

A university spokesman
said the campus would meet,
the court-ordered cap by of-
fering at least 1,500 incoming
first-year and transfer stu-
dents online enrollment for
fall or deferred admission
next January for the spring
semester. In addition, some

students plan to be away
from campus on study pro-
grams abroad orin other cit-
ies, which would help Berke-
ley meet the enrollment cap,
And many students gradu-
ate each winter, freeing up
seats for spring.

As a result, Berkeley
may only need to cut its
incoming 2022-23 class by
a few hundred students
rather than thousands as
initially freared.

The high court rejected
the University of California’s
appeal Lo stay a lower court
ruling issued in August that
froze enrollment at Berkeley
until the campus more thor-
oughly examined the impact
of its burgeoning growth on
housing, homelessness and
noise. The court left intact a
ruling by Alameda County
Superior Court Judge Brad
Seligman. who capped the
enrollment of students on
the phys! I campus while
the lawsuit filed by Save

[Sec UC Berlkeley, A14]

BUSINESS INSTDE: LLAs most extravagant estate sells for less than half its list price. A10



5400_u1165

@The Washing

PR i vy ) W A e Mihingen.

ton JJost

sU vl va va v

Partly sunny 48,36 « Tomarrow: Partly sunmny, wirmer 62,2

Russia sends full might into Ukraine

As ULS. looks

lo lighten vise,

oil-import ban
is on lable

By Tony Roxm,
RACHEL SIEGEL
AND MAXINE JOSELOW

Roughly a week after Russian
forces first entered Ukraine, the
White House joined lawmakers
Thursday in pursuing another
round of steep punishments —
hoping to strike deeper at the
heart of the Kremlin and Russia's
now-embattled economy.

Even with historic, wide-rang-
ing sanctions securely in place,
Washington policymakers sig
naled they were far from finished
in their task to leverage the glohal
financial system and pressure
Russia into abandoning its war
The Biden administration ex-
panded the list of wealthy, Krem-
lin-aligned oligarchs now subject
to asset freexes, for example, while
members of Congress began to
dizscuss a halt to Russian oil im-

, cutting at the heart of one of
Russia’s most lucrative industries.

The flurry of coonomic penal-
ties — those levied and those per-
haps on the horizon — have not
curtailed Russia’s cxmlmuq:(l au—
wance. The humanitarian sitea-
ton hasworsened, with the Unlt,ad
ations” refugee agency estimat-
ing that 1 million people have fled
the destruction. Russian President

SEEOIL ON AlS

Posls ol dead.
held Russians
a risky Ltactic

BY DREW HARWELL
AnD Mary ILVISHINA

A hesieged Ukraine has adopt-
ed a gruesome tactic in hopes of
sw‘kmgant: povernment rage in-

ia: posting photos and
\Ldecun[tapluledandklﬂed Bus-
sian soldiers on the Web for any-
one to see.

Omn Telegrar vitter and You-
Tube, Ukraine's Ministry of Inter-
nal Affairs since Sunday has post-
ed a constant stream of extremely
graphic images showeasing the
horrors of war and inviting Bus-
sians to examine them to deter-
mine whether the images feature
a missing loved one.

In many of the images, soldiers”
corpses can be seen burm
ripped apart, mangled in wrack-
age or abandoned in snow; in
some, their faces are featured in
bloady close-ups, frozen in pain.

In others, prisoners are inter-
rogated by captors about the inva-
sion as they shake with emotion.

SEE PHOTOS 0N Al$

Democracy Dies in Darkness

EVGERTY MALDILETH A RS SOCWTED P

TOP: A Ukrainian service member walks as fire and smoke rise over a building following shelling in Kyiv, Ukraine, on Thursday.
ABOVE: Ambulance paramedics move a wounded civilian onto a stretcher to a maternity hospital converted into a medical ward in
Mariupol on Wednesday, The city's mayor said a Russian sicge and hours of shelling had cut off water, power and food supplies,

Sanctions: With eye to China,
ey Asian nations join in. ALO

Mariupol: City's mayor wanms,
“We are being destroyed.” AL3

Nuclear plant: Shelling sparks
fire: officials warn of disaster. A18

The Critique: Zelensky delivers
an E\-EI’}IIT‘&H'ST‘I’IESI hour. C1
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Lo aid civilians

BY Davip L. STERN,
Avex HormomN,
LovEpay MoRRIS
AND CATE CADELL

MUBEACHEVO, UKRAINE — Russia
has sent nearly all its assembled
combat power into Ukraine and
on Thursday unleashed some of
the most intense fighting sinee the
invasion began, with local officials
pleading for help as ground troops
seized or encircled strategically
important southern cities.

Russian President Viadimir Pu-
tin suid Mosoow's mission was
“going according to plan and in
full compliance with the time-
tahle,” despite widespread agree-
ment among Western mili
analysts that the invasion had
been slowed by unexpectedly
fierce Ukrainian resistance.

Amid an ongoing exodus of peo-
ple across the country, Ukrine and
Russia said they had agreed to tem-
porary bocal cease-fires to creats
“humanitarian corridors™ so civil-
ians can be evacnated and food and
medicine can be delivered. But the
wemse-fires would not apply every-
where, Ukrainian presidential ad-
viger Mykhailo Podolyak said — and
lovgistical details remadnesd unclear.

EKherson, among the first Ukrai-
nian cities to be encroached upon

SEE UKRAINE ON AT

For refugees,
oldova offers
a respite

BY CHICO HARLAN

ON  THE UKRAINE-MOLDOVA
BORDER — Herbody was shaking
mix of
wodd and fear and everything she
was running from. She had
y slept in six days. She
hadn't eaten in two, But now,
amid the snow chaos of
volunteers, Ira Ivanitskaia and
her son were safe.

They could be counted among
the 1 million people who had fled
Ukraine into neighboring coun-
tries in the span of a week

“Tatiana® Tatiana? Ira kept
saying, repeating a code word as
she walked through the late after-
noon crowd, looking for some-
body she didn't know, in a coun-
try she'd mever been to, with
who-knows-what lying ahead.

She had spent the previous
seven days focused on escaping
the war, on getting away from the
rockets she'd heard howling at
night. But the cost of the conflict

SEE MOLDOVA 0N A1z

Cities are di

BY FENIT NIRAFPP

PHILADELFHIA — Sherrell Byers
figured she'd have to miss New
Edition's concert. She'd never
been vaccinated against the cono-
mavirus, and, with the omicron
variant munning rampant, the
eity had imposed a rule that only
people who'd received a shot
could eat in restaurants, watch a
mowvie or atbend a concert.

But just in time, city officials

INTHE NEWS

‘hing vaccine mandates.

ended that lequlle‘m.ent allow-
ing her to buy a ticket for the
performanace Iltadxd by Bobby
Brown. No longer shunned, Byers
donned a fuzzy crange coat and a
disposable yellow mask on a
chilly night as she walked into
Fargo Center, where the
and Flyers play.

“I was excited we could go out
and be normal people” the +4-
year-old  Philadelphia  resident
=aid. “T'll mask becanse [ want to

Did they work?

protect other people. ... But we
should be able to | our lives

without being told what to do”
Mandates requiring vaccina-
tion to enter public places gained
maomentum in large U8, cities
with the rise of omicron, follow-
ing similar policies in France and
Italy last summer. Officials em-
braced the prohibition as a way
o keep the unvaccinated out of
high-risk settings — and to pres-
SEE MANDATES ON AT

Yiling argues Trump was told vole elaims were

BY RosaLinD 5. HELDERMAN,
JACQUELINE ALEMANY,
Josn DAWSEY
anp Tom HAMBURGER

A data expert for former presi-
dent Donald Trump's campaign
told him bluntly not long after
polls closed in November 2020
that he was definitely moing to
lose his campaign for reelection.

In the weeks that followed,
multiple top officials at the Jus-

tice Department informed Trump
that they had clesely examined
allegations of fraowd that were
being circnlated by Trump's close
allles — and had found them
simply untre.

And in the days leading up to
the joint session of Congress on
Jan. 8, 2021, even Trump’s loval
vice president., Mike Pence, re-
peatedly conveyed to Trump that
he did not believe the Constitu-
tion gave him the power to over-

the territory. A8
French P

Blast level:

imjured in an explosion in Sil
that displaced at leasy 100, 151

nartments Ten people were

Spring. M., lise

THE NATION
Some GOP senators
and conservatives have
tebegraphed their at
tacks on Ketanji Brown
Jackson ahead of her
Supreme Court confir-
mation hearings. A%
Sackler family mem-
bers whio own Purdue
Pharma agreed to pay
up to 36 billion to
solve lawsuits |\:-gard1ng
Doy Contin. A+
“state

dmtnncprc\cntblhr:
asure of bl s
abecad, the Supreme

Court ruled. As

Peer pressure s often
ending mask usage in
schools where coverings
are optional, A6

Ajury found a former
Laouisville police affice
not guilty of endanger-
ing a neighboring apart-
ment in the 2020 raid
that killed Breonna
Taylor. a7
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asl-lons ](.ongk cov |d

stepped in, allowing
it tolighu'n its grip over

Emmanuel Macran
anncunced that he will
run for a second term s
the war in Ukraine wp-
ends the campaign. A9

THE ECONOMY

As higher prices eat
imto income, many
Americans decided to
tuke that math to their
buosses along with their
demands for higher
pay. ALg

The Affordable Con-
nectivity Program con-
tinmes to offer monthly
unts on Internet

For those who

1afy. a0
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turn the election as he presided
over the counting of electoral
eollege votes giving the presiden-
oy to Joe Biden.

These and other new details
were included ina legal brief filed
late Wednesday by lawyers for the
House committee investigating
the Jan, 6 attack on the LS.
‘Capitol as they began to build a
case that Trump was knowingly
misleading his followers about

SEE TRUMP ON Ad
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A piece of the pie
Two of the area’s most
innovative pizzerias are
homea-basaed kitchens.
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The best Batman?
FRanking six actors
who've played the Caped
Crusader in mavies. CL
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