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Russians Close In on Ukrainian Capital

A military base hit by a missile burned in Brovary, Ukraine, on the outskirts of Kyiv on Thursday as Russia steppad up its attack with airstrikes on dozens of cities.

Invasion
Presents

Big Risks
For Putin

By Ann M. SIMMONS
Ann MarTaEw LinoioorE

MOSCOW—Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine is President Viadimir
Putin's boldest mowve yet in his
two-decade-long campaign to
reassert Russia’s place in the
woorld and redeem the humilia-
tion of the fall of the Sowiet

nion.
ANALYSIS It is an extraor-
dinary gamble.

In invading his smaller
neighbor, Mr. Putin now faces a
breakdown in Moscow’s ties
with the West, which will slap
sanctions on Russia aimed at
inflicting deep pain on its econ-
oy,

Members of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization, which
hawve sent fresh military equip-
ment and forces to its eastern
members in recent weeks, have
found mew unity in deterring
Russia.

“He's prioritized his own ob-
session over Russia’s interests,”
said Kadri Liik, a senior policy
fellow at the European Council
on Foreign Relations. “But he
risks Russia’s economic devel-
opment, Russias global posi-
tion and also Russia’s internal
stability in order to get hold of
Ukraine.”
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.l man sat cutside his bombed building in a town in eastern Ukraine on Thursday.

As Mlssﬂes Fly Overhead,
Fear and Rage Intertwine

By James Marsow

Five Russian attack heli-
copters thundered owver the
modest house Lyudmyla and
her husband, Andriy, two doc-
tors, built on the outskirts of
the Ukrainian capital, and
opened fire on a nearby mili-
tary airfield.

As Ukrainian forces fought
back, Lyudmyla and her 81-
vear-old father scurried into
the cellar. "It"s a peaceful wil-
lage. We lived here for vears,
and no one bothered us. Then

that bastard Putin came. He
can burn in hell,” said Lyud-
myla, who declined to give
her and her husband's last
names.

Across Ukraine on Thurs-
day, people faced a new kind
of war—different from the
conflict that President Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia has
waged against their country
for the past eight years. That
had been confined to the east
of the country, where Rus-
slan-armed proxies took pot-
shots with sniper rifles and

maortars at Ukrainian troops,
and Russia insisted it wasn’t
party to the conflict.

But a new chapter opened
Thursday, as a large-scale
conventional military offen-
sive began with air and mis-
sile strikes owernight, from
the contested east to airfields
and army bases dozens of
miles from the country's
western border with Poland.
The assaults took aim at mili-
tary infrastructure, but they
sent civilians diving for base-

Please turnto page A7

Putin says he aims to
oust leadership in Kyiv
as attack draws new

punishment from West

KYTV, Ukraine—Russian
forces renewed bombing
Ukraine in the early hours of
Friday morning, with central
Kyiv rocked by explosions, af-

By Yarosiav Troffmow,
Alan Cullison,
EBrett Forrest

and Ann M. Simmons

ter President Vladimir Putin
ordered an offensive that he
said was aimed at toppling the
government,

Kyiv Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said that three people had been
injured, one af them critically,
when a rocket fragment hit a
residential building in the city,
according to Ukrainian news
cutlet Liga.net. ilding is

on fire and might fall, M
Klitschko said.
“Horrific Russian rocket

strikes on Kyiv. Last time our
capital experienced anvthing
Please turn topage A0

West Imposes
Stiffer Sanctions

By LN TALLEY
Ann Max COLCHESTER

The U.S. imposed new sanc-
tions on Russia's biggest banks
and the country’s elites after
Moscow's attack on Ukraine,
wihile the UK. rolled out a
broad flurry of new restric-
tions aimed at Russian money
in London and European Union
leaders approwved their own
package of stiffer measures.

“[Russian President Viadi-
mir] Putin’s aggression in
Ukraine will end up costing
Russia dearly, economically
and strategically.,” President

Biden said in ouwtli # the
new measures. “We will make
sure that Putin will be a pariah
on the international stage.”

The 1.5, Treasury sai
shortly after Mr. Biden's com-
ments that it was Imposing
sanctions on almost 90 Russian
financial institutions, including
big lenders VTE and Sherbank,
representing more than 80% of
the banking sector.

Reflecting a shift in senti-
ment in some capitals about
how hard to hit Mr. Putin, an
option once considered too ex-
memse by ruch of the West took
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Stocks, Commodities Gyrate
After Moscow Begins Attack

Index performance, Thursday

.5, stocks fluctuated wildly
Thursday, starting the day with

into

3% Masdag a sharp drop and then recowver-
Composite ing as investors piled
2 W S&P 500 growth and technology stocks
E Dow lones
1 Industrial By Hardika Singh,
Average Anna Hirtenstein
a F and Caitiin Ostroff
in the wake of Russia’s invasion
-1 of Ukraine.
Stocks fell in the aftermath
-2 of the attacks on cities across
Ukraine, while oil. zold and
-3 Five-minute intervals government bonds rose. Inves-
104m ~ noan | 2pm 4 tor optimism grew. however,

Source: FactSat

after President Biden in an af-
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Gerald F. Seib: Shocks
rattle world order
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Companies close Ukraine

offices, factories
AS

Crude prices top

100 level ‘
A6

Ruble, Russian stocks
drop on sanctions
As

What’

World - Wide
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ussian armored columns

pushed into Ukraine and
airstrikes hit dozens of cit-
ies on Thursday after Putin
ordered an offensive that he
saild was aimed at toppling
the govermment in Kyiv, draw-
ing condemnation and new
sanctions from the West. Rus-
sian forces renewed bombing
Ukraine in the early hours of
Friday morning. Al, A4-10

+ A federal jury found three
former Minneapolis police of-

other chapter in a 2020 casa
that launched a summer of un-
rest and a national discussion
owver race and policing. A

4 Federal officials plan to
release new Covid-19 guide-
lines that lay out a new ap-
proach for preventing spread
of the disease over the lon-
ger term, an official said. A2

+ Rising prices and snarled
supply chains are poised to
blunt the impact of the $1
trillion infrastructure law
Congress passed with bipar-
tisan support lasl year. a.a

# The Biden a

outlined measures that the
federal government can
take to address supply-
chain weaknesses. A3

# Some prominent border aid
groups are refusing the federal
Eovernment’s requests to pro-
vide legal representation to

people in I.'he Remain in Mexkioo

in what they say is an
eﬁorrtonressuret adminis-
trathon to end it permanently, A3

s News

+ U.5. stocks fluctuated
wildly, starting the day with
a sharp drop and then recov-
ering in the wake of Russia’s
v n of Ukraine. The S&P
500, Nasdaq and Dow ended
the session up L5%, 3.3% and
0.3%, respectively. Russia's
stock market and currency
took historic blows. AL, A6

surged A

the first time since 2014, and
prices for natural ges, metals
and grains vaulted higher. A6
#+ The Justice ent
filed an antitrust lawsuit
challenging UnitedHealth's
%13 billion acquisition of
health-technology company
Change Healthcare. Al

# The SEC is investigating
whether recent stock sales

by Tesla CEDQ Elon Musk and
his brother Kimbal Musk vio-
lated insider-trading rules. BL

5 222 Dow Jones & Company, Inc. &8 Fights Resered

Business &5 Finance

* Healthcare Trust of Aamer-

care Realty Trust in a deal that
could create a company worth
more than $10 billion. B1

#+ Alibaba posted its slowest
growth in quarterly revenue
sinee it went public in 2004 and
sabd it wwould foous on retaiming
users on its platforms rather
than pursuing user expansion. Bl
+ Citadel is further paring
back its $2 hillion invest-
ment in hedge fund Melvin
Capital Management. B3

# Carvana said it would buy
used-car auction business
ADESA LS. for $2.2 billion. B3

L
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China walks
diplomatic fine line
AB

Eastern Europe faces
military reckoning
A9

James Mackintosh:
Lessons for investors
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U.S. Files Suit to Block
UnitedHealth Deal

By Anna WiLoe Maruews
Anp BRENT KENDALL

WASHINGTON—The Justice
Department filed an antitruse
lawsuit Thursday challenging
UnitedHealth Group Inc.’s $13
billion acquisition of health-
technology  firm  Change
Healthcare Ine., arguing the
tie-up would unlawfully re-
duce competition in markets
for commercial insurance and
the processing of claims.

The deal, announced in Jar-
ary 2021, sought to bring a ma-
Jor provider of healthcare clini-
cal and financial services,
including the handling of
claims, under UnitedHealths
Optum health-services arm.

The Justice Department filed
its lawsuit in federal court in
Washington, saying Change
provided key industry technolo-
gles that are relied upon by
UnitedHealth's health-insurance
rivals, making it a hub for com-
petitively sensitive information.
If the deal were allowed, Unit-

edHealth would have access to
data that it could potentially
use for its own benefit, at the
expense of other insurers, the
department alleged.

The department also argued
the deal would reduce head-
to-head competition in the
businesses of insurance claims
transmission and review be-
cause UnitedHealth competes
with Change in those areas.

“The proposed transaction
threatens an inflection point
in the healthcare industry by
giving United control of a erit-
ical data highway through
which about half of all Ameri-
cans’ health insurance claims
pass each year,” Doha Mekdki, a
top lawyer in the department™s
antitrust division, said in a
statement.

The states of Minnesota
and New York also joined the
suit as plaintiffs.

The lawsuit comes at a time
of agpressive antitrust enforce-
ment by the Biden administra-
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Putin unleashes Ukraine assault

e World leaders unite to
condemn Europe’s biggest
challenge in 80 years

® Scores of casualties
reported in fierce fighting
across the country

e Gas prices soar and

benchmark Brent crude
oil tops $100 threshold

MAX SEDDON — MOLC
SOHN REED, ROMAN OLEARCHYE
AHD POLINA IVARCVA — EYIY
HEMRY FOY — BRUSSELL

Russla has advanced deep into Ulraine
and mobllised for an overwhelming
assault on Kyiv as Moscow waged one of
Europe’s largest military offensives
since the second world war,

Russian troops laundhed attacks from
Ukraine's northern border with Belarus,
across fts eastern fromtier with Russia
and in the south from Crimea, the
Ukrainian peninsula that Russia
annexed in 2004,

Adter missile attacks and air strikes,
columns of Russian tanks rolled into the
country fram all thres fronts.

Western officials warned that Russia

Invasion to threaten wide
range of key supply chalns

The ivasion of Likraine threatens. the
expart af crical commadities key Ta
ghobal supply chains. Although best
known as a maln exporter of cil and
Qas, Russia, along with Likrame, Is dso
a leading supplier of graing: the two
account for just under a third of the
warld’s wheat exports. Russia s also a
majar source of matals such a8 nickel
and alumirsum, meaning sactors from
fertiliser makers ta food, cars and
aircraft manufachurers alse tace curbs.
Export disruptions » paci s

was assembling an “overwhelming
force™ to take Kyiv as world leaders
addressed their nations to condemn
what they cast as the most momentous
challenge to Europe’s postwar crder for
80 years. Emmanuel Macron, France's
presklent, described the war as “a turn-
ing point” inthe continent s history.

Joe Biden, the US president, con-
demned the “unprovoked and unjusti-
fied attack”, adding: “Putin chose this
war and now he and his country will
bearthe consequences.”

Roads out of Kyiv were gridlocked
with flecing civilians, while city anthori-
ties ordered residents to seck refuge in
basements and bomb shelters.

Valodymyr Zelensky, Uloraine’s presi-
dent, called on “everpone with batthe

experience” to take up arms and resist
forces that had invaded the country
“Justas Becist Germany did”.
Alarm at the conflict rippled through
Imternational markets, with the price of
European natural gas contracts jumping
as much as 70 per cent to €142 per meg-
awatt hour. Brent crude prices rose to
more than $105 a barrel, the first time
the international odl benchmark has
crossed the $100 thresho ld since 2014,
Ukrainian authorities reparted scores
of casualties in flerce fighting across the
country. One sendor U8 defence afficial
said the initial campaign was “clearly
designed to take key population cen-
tres”, with the intention of ultimately
“decapitating the government ” in Kyfv.
Russian forces pushed for control

over territory in the regions around
Chernihiv in the morth, Kherson in the
south and Kharkiv in the north-east,
whichsaw someof the heavlest fighting

Jens Staltenberg, Mato secretary-
genseral, condemned Russia for shatter-
Ing the pesce in Burope with a “brutal
act of war”, In an emergency meeting.
the US-led military alliance agreed to
deploy extra land, alr and sea forces to
bolster its castern fank with Fussia.

In an address on state television,
Viadimir Putin, Russia’s president, said
Moscow would “de-Nazify” Ukraine and
“defend ” victims of “genocide”, despite
o evidence of suchcrimes.

After referring to Russia’s nuclear
arsenal, Putin warned other countries
against “the temgtation of meddling™

European former leaders walk away
from director’s seats on Russia boards

FT REPORTERS

The former prime mindsters of maly
and Finland and the ex-chancellor of
Austria have resigned from the boards
of Russkian companics in response to
Muoseow’s military invasion of Ukraine.

Matteo Renzl, the former prime minis-
terof aly and a semator for the centrist
Talia Viva party, quaitas adirectoron the
of Delimobil, Russla'’s langest car-
sharing service, founded by Ttallan busi-
nessman Vincenze Trand. Rengi told the
Financial Times he had emaibed his res
ignation to Delimobil's board yesterday.
Esko Abo, the former prime minister
of Finland, quit the boand of Sherbank,
Russia’s largest bank, where be served
for six years as an independent director
and member of the supervisory board.
“It's my personal decisban,” he said “1

saw the challenges in my role because of
the sanctions. IUs obvicus that it will be
difficult to be an active participant in
thisoperation.”

Christlan Kern, Austria’s former
chancellor, said he had resigned from
the board of Russian Railways (RZD)
yesterday. “RZD had now actwally
become part of Russtan war loglstics.”
Kern told the Austrian newspaper Der
standard, adding: "1 deeply regret
this . . . My thoughts are with the vic-
tims of this senseless aggression.”

The resignations underline the pres-
sure on members of the western buasi
ness and polithcal elite who sit on corpo-
rate boards of Russian groups, as Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin launched what
might be the biggest military operation
in Europe since the second world war,

Ermesto Perbenghi, chief of Eni in Rss-
sia, quit his robe on the beand of Federal

Grid, operator and manager of Russia's
unified electricity transmission met-
waork, the Ralian ol grouptokd the FT.
Other former Ew an politicians
and public afficials with thes to Russtan
oorporate boards Include Germany's
former chancellor Gerhard Schrider,
whao Is on the board of Russlan state-
owmed ofl company Rosneft. Schrdder
sl d thee war must end as soon as possi-
ble. Bernard Leoney. BP's chief execn-
tive, and his predecessor, Bob Dudley,
are also on the board of Rosnedt.
Frangois Fillon, Prances former
primee minister, sitson the boards of pet
rochemicals group Sibur and state oil
group Zarubezhneft. Pillon said he con-
demned the useof force in Ulcrai e,
Reparts by Filvia Sciorillf Borrelli im Milan,
Mo Astrasheelaya in Moscow, Neil
Hurne in London, Richard Mifne in Osla,
Eritr Solomon and Guy Chazan in Beriin
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and said any such respanse would “lead
you to consequences that you have
mever encountersd inyour history ™

Boris Johnson, UK prime minlster,
promised sanctions to “hobble” Russia
a8 he called on the west to ensure that
“this hideous and barbaric venture”
enls “in fathure™,

The war raises profound questions for
Europe’s keaders, who fear a umanitar-
ian crisis in the aftermath of the inva-
sian. The U5 has wamed that as many as
Smn Ukrainians could be displaced.

Erussels was Lo present “massive and
targeted ™ measures to EU beaders for
their approval at an extrasrdinary sum-
it lake bust night.

Additionad reporting by Demetr Sevastapula
and Afme Williams i Wisshington
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WAR IN UKRAINE

RUSSIANS PUSH INTO OUTSKIRTS OF CAPITAL
AS DEATHS RISE AND THOUSANDS FLEE WEST

Big Explosion Is Seen Over Kyiv;
Zelensky Says He’s ‘Target No. 1

EVTGERIT MALOLETRASASSCLATED PRESS

DESTRUCTION A military facility in southern Ukraine on Thursday as Russian forces unleashed artillery strikes across the nation.

P

o TI

DESPERATION A bus station in Kyiv, the capital. The roads were snarled with Ukrainians seeking the relative s.nlery of the far west.

Sanctions Aim to Isolate Banks

And Cut Off Russia Tech Imporis

This article is by Edward Wong,
Michael Crowley and Ana Swansom.

WASHINGTON — President
Biden, vowing to turn President
Vladimir V. Putin of Russia into a
“pariah,” announced tough new
sanctions on Thursday aimed at
cutting off Russia’s largest banks
and some oligarchs from much af
the global financial system and
preventing the country from im-

rting American technology crit-
ical to its defense, asrospace and
maritime induse

The package unveiled by the
US. government is expected to
ripple across companies and
households in Russia, where anxi-
ety over Mr. Putin's full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine has already begu
setting in. The nation's stock mar-
ket fell more than 30 percent on
Thursday, wiping out a huge
amount of wealth. [Page BL]

The new U.S. sanctions include
harsh penalties against the two
largest Russian financial instits-
tions, which together account for
more than half of the country’'s
banking assets.

Putin Will Be ‘Pariah,’
Biden Declares After
Imposing Penalties

LS. officials are also barring
the export of important American
technology to Russia, which could
imperil industries there. In addi-
tion, the United States will limit
the ahility of 13 major Russian
companies, including Gazprom,
the state-owned energy conglom-
erate, to raise financing in West-
ern capital markets. And it is pe-
nalizing families close W Mg
Putin.

The sanctions against the finan-
cial giants will cause immediate
disruptions 1o Russia’s eoonomy
but are manageable over the long-
er term, analysts said. The tech-
nology restrictions, on the other
hand, could cripple the ability of
certain Russian industries to keep
up.

“Putin chose this war, and now

Continued on Page A8

U.S. Intelligence Strengthens
Biden's Hand in Uniting Allies

By JULIAN E. BARNES
and DAVID E. SANGER

WASHINGTON — The United
States intelligence agencies un-
earthed Russias war plans. They
accurately assessed President
Wiadimir V. Putin's intentions and,
through strategic public releases
of information, complicated his
forts to create a pretext to send his
armed forces into Ukraine. They
got the timing of his invasion right
almaost to the hour

The success of American intelli-
gence in reading Mr Putin and
stripping away any element of
surprise is one of the most striking
developments of the crisis and has
had substantial |mpl|c:at:on5 Eit
the conflict has exploded inio
blocdshed,

It was not enough in the end o
deter Mr. Putin from carrying out
the broad assault that got under-
way early on Thursday,

But the depth and gquality of the
American intelligence strength-
ened President Biden's hand in
bringing the trans-Atlantic alli-
ance into & unified front against

Accurate Assessments
Helped Buy Time for
Global Response

Moscow. Tt provided rime to pre-
pare waves of sanctions and other
steps to impose a cost on Russia,
dispatch troops to bolster NMATO
allies and move Americans ouwt of
harms way.

And after high-profile intelli-
gence failures in Afghanistan,
Iraq and other global crises over
the past several decades, the ac-
curacy of the intelligence gave the
C.l.A. and the broader array of
US, intelligence agencies new
credibility at home and abroad.

The result has been a remark-
able four months of diplomacy, de-
terrence and American-led infor-
mation warfare, including the
last-ditch effort to disrupt Mr
Putins strategy by exposing it
publicly. Unlike the withdrawal
from Afghanistan last year, it was

Continued on Page A0

This  article is by hael
Schwirtz, Eric Schmirt ﬂnd Neil

MacFarguhar,
SLOVYAMNSHK, Ukraine — Rus-
sia  continued  its  attack  on

Ukraine early Friday, one day af-
ter it invaded the country by land,
=sea and air, killing more than 100
Ukrainian ri(aldi.er:i and civilians
and ominously touching off a
pitched battle at the highly radio-
active area around the Chernobyl
nuclear reactor that melted down
in 1986,

Videos werified by The MNew
York Times showed a large explo-
sion in the sky over the outskirts
of southern Kyiv, the capital,
around  4:20 am. Friday, Wi
nesses filmed fiery debris falling
over parts of the city, and videos
appeared to show at least two sur-
ir missiles being fired
before the explosion.

On Thursday, Day 1 of the first
major land war in Europe in dec-

es, the Russian military began
its attack before sunrise with the
terrifying thud of artillery strikes
on airports and military installs-
tions all over Ukraine. A senior

FPresident Biden denounced a

“brutal assault” and said that
“America stands up to bullies”

Pentagon official said that three
lines of Russian troops and mili-
tary forces were moving swiftly
voward Ukrainian cities — one
heading south from Belarus to-
ward  Kyiv; another  toward
iv, in northeast Ukraine;
and a third toward Kherson in the
south, near Crimea. The forces
were using missiles and long-
range artillery, the official said.
By Thursdays emd, Russian
Continued on Page A6

Russians Wake Up to Discover
They Didn’t Really Know Putin

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI

MOSCOW — Russians thought
they knew their president.

They were Wrong.

And by Thursday, it appeared
too late to do anything about it.

For most of his 22-year rule,
WVladimir V. Putin presented an
aura of calm determination at
home — of an ability to astutely
manage risk o navigate the
world’s higgest country through
treacherous shoals. His attack on
Ukraine negated that image, and
revealed him as an altogether dif-
ferent leader: one dragging the
nuclear superpower he helms into
a war with no foreseeable conclu-
sion, one that by all appearances
will end Russia's attempis over its
three post-Soviet decades to find a
place in a peaceful world order.

Russians awoke in shock after
they learned that Mr Putin, in an
address to the nation that aired
before & aum., had ordered a full-
scale assault against what Rus-
sians of all political stripes often
refer to as their “brotherly na-
tion.

There was N0 SPONTANE0WS Pro-

Ew -

B

ALERSEY. MKDLSKYLSPUTNE
President Wladimir W. Putin
at the Kremlin on Thursday.

war jubilation. Instead, liberal-
leaning public figures who for
wears tried to mmpromlse with

pring
[
s reduced to posting on so-
cial media about their opposition
to a war they had no way to stop.

Other Russians expressed
themselves more openly. From St
Petersburg to Siberia, thousands
ook Lo city streets chanting "No
towar ! " clips posted on social me-

Continued on Page A5

An Untested President Steps Up
To Rally His People in Wartime

By VALERIE HOPHINS

KYTV, Ukraine — He appearsd
on Ukrainian television early on
Thursday morning. as the threat
of war was pressing down. First,
President Volodymyr Zelensky of
Ukraine addressed the 44 million
citizens of Ukrai Then he
turned to the 144 million Russians
living next door and heseeched
them to prevent an attack that
evoked the darkest eras in Europe
since World War 11,

“Listen to the voice of reason,”
Mr. Zelensky said after midnizht
Thursday in Kyiv. “The Ukrainian
people want peace.

It was an impassioned bid to
save his country — and it did not
work. Hours later, a full-scale Rus-
sian invasion had begun, and M
Zelensky, a former television ac-
tor and comic, had become &
wartime leader. And for the mo-
ment, as the Russian attack is con-
tinuing, Ukrainians have rallied
around him.

His dramatic speech on Thurs-
day and his appearance at the Mu-
nich Security Conference last

Wolodymyr Z.clcnsk} was
elected as a corruption fighter.

weekend, where he warned Euro-
pean allies about “appeasement”
of Russia, have given Mr. Zelen-
sky something that even his allies
would not normally ascribe to him
— gravitas,

He will now face the greatest
erigis in his country™s modern his-
even as he must face off
qaams( President  Wiadimir W,
Putin of Russia
utin began a war against

Continued on Page A7
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3 Guilty in Floyd Rights Case
Three former Minneapolis police offi-
cers were convicted of failing to inter-
vene as a fourth used deadly force in
PAGE A17

arresting George Flayd.
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BUSINESS B1-6

UnitedHealth Deal Targeted

A Justice Department suit to Stop the
purchase of a health tech company is
the Biden White House's latest effort to
quash corporate consolidation. PAGE B&

SPORTE B7-10

UEFA Pulls Final From Russia
The incursion into Ukraine proved to be
a breaking point for European soccer’s
aoverning body, which will relocate the
Champions League title game.
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ave war 1in Europe’

Ukrainians flee Russia’s onslaught as troops advance on the capital

‘Putin chose this war,”
Biden says, stiffening
sanctions on Moscow
banks, elites and more.

By ELI BTOXKOLS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Biden announced
Thursday that the .S
would Impose severe econo-
mic sanctions on Russia, re-
sponding swiftly with Euro-
pean allies to what he called
an “unprovoked and w
tified attack” on Ukraine,
while steering clear of mea-
sures that might roil global
energy markets.

Russian President Viadi-
mir Putin “is the aggressor,”™
Biden said. "Putin chose this
war. And now he and his
country will bear the conse-
Quences.

Speaking from the East
Room of the White House,
the president announced
that the U.S. and its Euro-
pean allies would sanction
five Russian banks holding
about $1 trilllon in asseis
and block high-tech exports
tothe country.

“Every asset they have in
America will be Mozen,” Bid-
en pledged, adding that the
.58, would also be sanction-
ing Russian “elites and their
family members."” Though
Putin himself was not per-
sonally targeted by sanc-
tions. Biden sald such an ac-
tion was still “on the table.™

A senior Biden adminis-
tration official who briefed
reporters said the oligarchs
sanctioned are members of
Putin's inner ecircle. “The
goal was to get at the elites
closest to Putin and the
HKremlin,” the official said.
“We know that by starving
these individuals, we are
starving Putin.~

The sanctions announce-
ment  came hours  after
Russia launched an all-out
assault on Ukraine, with
troops and tanks advancing
across the border and mis-
siles and artillery fire hitting
strategic installations. Pu-
tin ordered the attack de-
spite weeks of diplomacy by
the U.S. and its allies aimed
at averting a war that Biden
said was brought “without
provecation, without justifi-
cation, without necessity.™

The administration has
imposed anescalating series
of sanctions on Moscow in
recent days. Ukrainian offi-
clals and some U.5. lawmalk-
‘ers were hoping Biden would
strike an even tougher blow
to  Russia’s economy on
Thursday. But Biden opted
to not sanction Russian en-
ergy giant Rosneft and in-
stead focused this round of
economic penalties on fi-
nancial institutions, largely
to avold disrupting global
energy markets, a concern
the president articulated.

UAs we respond, my ad-
ministration is wusing the
tools, every tool. to protect
American families and busi-
nesses from rising prices at

[Ses Sanctions, Ad]

World
leaders
decry
attack

Officials in Europe
and beyvond condemn
Putin’s aggression and
threat to order.

By HATE LINTHICUM,
HeENRY CHU
anD Davio PIERSON

LONDMON — As explo-
sions battered Ukraine on
‘Thursday, leaders  from
across the globe decried
Russian President Viadinir
Putin’s decision to launch an
unprovoked military inva-
sion on a continent that
many believed had long ago
shaken off the scourge of
WAL

In Colombia, President
Ivan Duque called the inva-
sion “a threat to world
peace.”

In Germany, Chancellor
Dlaf Scholz condemmned the
attack as an attempt to re-
draw Europe’s borders and
“wipe an entire country off
the world map.™

And in Britain, Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
called on other nations to

[ See Reaction, Ad]

ARTS MESSINIS AFPIGEL [mages

RUSSIAN forces reportedly targeted a military airport in Chuhuiv, Ukraine. With offensives from the south,
north and east, Russian President Vladimir Putin appears intent on conquering the former Soviet republic.

WOLFGANG BCHWAN & nm

b AgEncy

UHERAINIAN security forces accompany a man who was wounded in an airstrike
in Chubuiv, Ukraine™s president said the invasion has left more than 1000 dead.

Balancing act for Beijing

¥i may be tempted to
side with Moscow in
war. But at what cost
to China’s economy?
By Dow Les

AND STEFHANIE YANG

TAIPEI, Taiwan — AS
Russia pushes into Ukraine
and President Biden mar-
shals the global response,
the elephant standing in the
shadows is China.

‘On the surface, Russian
President Viadimir Putin's
attack may seem to hand
Chinese leader Xi Jinping a
golden opportunity —
chance to pursue the onmf
mon goal of the two U.S. ri-
vals to damage Washington
and its alliances.

But the conflict also puts
i inan uncomfortable posi-
tion that ultimately could
prove consequential for his
country and its relationship
with the United States and
American allies.

If Putin continues to use

military force to re-create his
drearm of restoring the
boundaries of the former So-
viet Tnion, China's dual
goals of discomfiting the
West and benefiting its econ-
omy may be hard to main-
tain.

That is particularly true
if China is seen as enabling
Putin's destabilizing behawv-
ior and personal ambitions
o restore Russia's glory,
something China has little
self-interest in supporting.

Although Russia and

[Ses China, AY]

By Nasix BUuLos,
HENRY CHU AND
PAaTRICKE J. MCDONNELL

EHARKIV, Ukraine —
Moscow accelerated its
assault on neighboring
Ukraine on Thursday, with
explosions resounding in cit-
fes across the country,
alrstrikes crippling defenses
and reports of Lroops cross-
ing borders by land and sea
as Russian forces advanced
on the Ukrainian capital,
Hyiv, and citizens fled on
clogged highways and took
cover in subway stations.

Itwasuncertain how long
the Ukrainian army could
hold back a blistering on-
slaught by Russian forces
that included missiles, air-
borne units, heavy artillery
and cyberattacks. But with
brisk Russian offensives
from the south, north and
east, it appeared Russian
President WViadimir Putin
had his sights set on not just
taking disputed regions of
eastern Ukraine but also
conguering a former Soviet
republic turned U.S. ally and
perceived threat to Moseomw:.

“We now have war in Bu-
rope on a scale and of a type
we  thought belonged to
history.” said NATO Secre-
tary General Jens Stolten-
berg

Here in the northeastern
city of Kharkiv, the country’s
second most populous,
scores of terrified residents
sought refuge at an under-
ground metro stop.

TIjust can't believe this is
happening.” said Sergei. 38,
a marketing manager,
whose wife, mother and 4-
wyear-old daughter sat on
pink and blue yoga mats
spread out on the platform.
“Thisis the Z1st century.™

All around him, bewil-
dered Ukrainians threaded
their way through crowds
like extras in a film. "Not a
World War II movie,” said
Sergei, who, like others in-
terviewed, declined to give
his surname for safety rea-
sons. “A horror movie.™

At least 137 civilians and
military personnel were
killed., and more than 300
more wounded, Ukraine's
embattled president,

[See Ukraine, A6G]

Why is Russia
invading Ukraine?
What you need to know
as Burope faces its great-
est security crisis in dec-
ades, PERSPECTIVES, AZ

Diaspora stunned,
but not surprised
As word spread, Ukrain-
ian community is again
caught between two
worlds, CALIFORNLA, B1

heads
cover the conflict

LS. outlets favor corre—
spondents over opinion
hosts as TV news cycle
braces for latest interna-
tional crisis. CALENDAR, E1

UC applications hit a high

System draws largest, most diverse pool ever

By TERESA WATANABE

For the second straight
year, the University of Cali-
formia shattered records for
first-year fall applications,
as the elimination of stand-
ardized test requirements
and greater online outreach
paid dividends in drawing
the largest and most diverse
applicant pool ever despite
pandemic challenges, ac-
cording to preliminary data
released Thursday,

But transfer applications
fell at each of the nine under-
graduate campuses — Te-
cording an overall drop of

See UC, AHE]

GARY CORONADO Los Angeles Times

UCLA drew the largest number of first-yvear fall 2022
applications in the University of California system.

U.IN. warns
of soaring
wildfire risk

Report projects a 50/
rise in extreme blazes
worldwide. Here and
globally, governments
aren’t doing encugh, it
Says. CALIFORNLA, B

LAUSD leader
lays out his plan
Superintendent’s first
100 days will foocus on
academic recovery and
revised wirus rules.
CALIFORNIA, BL
Weather

Sunny, warmming up.
Li.A. Basin: 66/44. B6

I

[..A. told its zoning
plan still needs work

City could lose access
to billions if it fails o
address housing goal
by new state deadline.

By Liam DILLON
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

Los Angeles must rezone
to accommodaie an addi-
tional guarter-million new
homes by mid-October after
state housing regulators re-
jected the city's long-term
plan for growth.

The likelihood that L.A.
will be able to accomplish in
months a task that would

normally take several years
is very low. but the cost of
failure could be high, experts
say.

Ir ity leaders do not fix
the housing plan or com-
plete the rezoning by the
new deadline, they could
lose access to billions of dol-
lars in affordable housing
grants, officials with the
state Department of Hous-
ing and Community Devel-
opment sald in a letter this
week.

Without the money, the
production of new housing
for low-income and home-
less ents throughout
L.A. would take a massive

[See Zoning, AX]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Can economic sanctions stop Russia? History says it’ll take time. A10
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Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky

“Whoever tries Lo hinder

will lead you to consequences that vou have
never Fced in your history.”

response w

Russian President Viadimir Putin

¥

“Putin is the aggressor. Pu

war. And now, he and his
= country will bear the
= 4 consequences.”

President Joe Biden

Russia invades Ukraine

Putin’s tolerance
for risk calches
some by surprise

BY ROoBYN Daxo
AND PAUL SoNN

MOSCOW — Russian President
Viadimir Putin, posing one of
the biggest security threats to
Europe since World War II, is
staking his legacy on an irreden-
tist invasion of Ukraine that
poses significant risks to his
own country and raises worri-
some guestions about his ambi-
tions to bring Kyiv to heel.

Putin’s defiant decision to use
full-Aledged military force repre-
sents an unprecedented level of
risk-taking for the Russian lead-
er and threatems to isolate his
country even further from the
Wiest and its allies. Punishments
being leveled hy Western na
tions could land Washington in
an escalatory cyele with Mos
cow, if Russia responds to the
measures in kind,

The attack also carries a di-
rect challemge to the post-Cold
War global order. Putin's sweep-
ing ambition involves hammer-
ing out a new international
balance, setting the scene for a
club of potent nuclear powers to
dominate smaller states and
carve out spheres of influence —
by foree if they see fit.

On the eve of his attack, Putin
invoked Russian battles against
invaders going back to the 1612

SEE PUTIN ON Als

GOP leaders part
with Trump on
praise of Pulin

BY ISAAC STANLEY.BECKER,
Josu DAWSEY.
MARIANNA SOTOMAYOR
anp Mike DEBoNs

Leading Bepublicans on
Thursday assailed Russia for
plunging Europe into its first
major land war in decades —
izolating former president Don-
ald Tromp, the de facto
standard-bearer of their party,
in his praise for the country's
authoritarian leader,

From Capitol Hill to the cam-

paign  trail, prominent GOP
voices, including some close
Trump lovalists, wowed that

Russian President Vliadimir Pu-
tin wonld pay a severe price for
ordering a military offensive
against Ukraine, even as the
party snught to blame President
Biden for the erisis. Meanwhile,
Repuhblican leaders strained to
articulate an alternative policy
to counter Russia’ revanchist
campaign — at once insisting on.
more sever: measures and op-
posing the deployment of U.S.
forces, which Biden has said is

not an option.
The crosscurrents point to the
hurdles Republicans face in
SEE GOP ON AT

TOP: Smoke rises from a
military alrport in Chuhuliy,
Ukraine. ABOVE:
Hundreds of people take
shelter in a subway station
In Kharklv, Ukraines
second-largest ciry, where
the amtacks were
concentrated. Russia’s
actlons were met with
denouncement from the
West. “This agsression
cannot £o unanswered,”
President Blden sald.
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Lives suddenly
upended. and a
mad dash Lo flee

BY SUDARSAN BRAGHAVAN,
SIOBHAN OV GRADY,
ISARELLE KHURSHUDYVAN
AND LOVEDAY MORRIS

EYTV, UEKRAINE Dutside the
train station, the crush of people
seeking to escape grew by the
minute. The fortunate ones
clutched tickets to what they
prayed was a sanctuary from the
unfolding war. The unfortunate
had none. They all were ponder-
ing their place in a new Ukraine.

They included three women,
co-workers, who wanted to trav-
el o the same village six hours
away. As they stood despondent
Tw, a fighter jet streaked through
the gray sky. All looked up at
once.

“We fear its Russian” said
Ludmila, 56.

“We hope it's Ukrainian,” said
Larisa, 42

Millions of Ukrainian lives
were npended Thursday by the
sudden entry of Russian troops
by land and sca, pushing
through several borders, lobbing

SEE CIVILIANS ON ALZ

More coverage inside

U.5. and allies sanction Russia
Tech, bank sectors penalized. AS
‘Walke-up call for Europe

View of Putin changes fast. A1S
Global markets claw back
Lewed of stability wnoertain. A1T

Forces approach
Kviv: blaslts hil
other major cities

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN,
Missy Ryan, Roeyy DixonN
AND DAVID STERN

EHARKIV, UKRAINE — Russiaks
military pushed deeper into
Ukraine on Thursday, attacking
strategic airfields and advancing
toward major cities as President
Viadimir Putin defied mounting
sanctions and  recriminations
froam the West.

Explosions continued to rock
areas around the eastern city of
EKharkiv and the capital. Kyiv
sending residents to shelter in
subway stations and prompting
others to flee the country. ULE
officials said the expanding offen-
sive may be aimed at toppling
Ukraines elected govermment and
installing a pro-Eremlin regime.
Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus
told lawmakers Thursday that
Biden administration was ex-
amining ways to provide Ukraine
with more defensive equipment
and ways that it could continuwe
training Ukrainian soldiers out-
shde Ukraine even if the govern-
ment in Kyiv falls.

SEE UKRAINE ON Ao

For all ol Biden’s
experience, the
world’s changed
EY MATT VISER
He has been on a first-name
basis with European leaders for
decades. He knows Viadimir Pu

tin well, and says he's read just
about everything the Russian

president ever wrote. He was
i t Barack Obama's point

Preside

Senate Foreign Relations Come-
mittee.

This is the moment President
Biden has always said he'd be
ready to face

But as he confronts what
could become Europe’s biggest
conflict sinee 1945, Biden is also
staring at the limits of the Ameri-
can presidency, as all his diplo-
matic  efforts EConomic
threats were unable to prevent a
determined authoritarian from
invading a weaker country.

“He's got a lot of experience in
the world. He has engaged on
this specific issne diplomatically
when he was vice president and
knows a lot of the chamecters”
=aid Brian Katulis, the vice

SEE BIDEN ON A8

Impact on energy prices.

Wil U5, be hit at the pump? A18
Ukralnlans protest in D.C.

They urge stronger U.S. action. B1

Margaret Sullivan
Tucker Carls=on's pro-Putin act. C1

3 former Minneapolis police officers found g

BY HOLLY BAILEY

BT. PAUL, MINN. Three former
Minneapolis palice officers who
were at the scene with Derek
Chauvin as he pressed his knee
into George Floyds neck were
convicted Thursday of violating
Floyd's civil rights in a case that is
likely to increase scrutiny over
how officers are trained to inter-
vene with rogue colleagues.
Frosecutors had argued thaz
former officers J. Alexander

CLASSIFIEDS.
comics

5400_u1165

Koneng, Thomas K. Lane and Tou
Thao knew Floyd was in medical
danger beneath Chauvins knee
bt put their “discomfort in ques-
tioning a colleague™ above their
sworn duty to save a life,

After a month-long trial that
east a harsh light on police train-
ing and practices in Minneapolis,
a jury found HKueng, Lane and
Thae guilty of viclating Flayd's
ng to provide

Federal jury determines their inaction as Chauvin
pressed knee into the man’s neck caused his death

intervene with Chauvin. The jury
found that the actions of all three
men caused Floyd's death.

LS. District Judge Paul A.
Magnuson, who presided over the
case, did not order the officers to
be taken into custody, citing a

STOCKS
sTYLE

separate trial scheduled for June
on state charges of aiding and
abetting murder and manslaugh-
ter in Floyd's death. Magnuson
said he would announee sentenc-
img in the civil rights case
later date.

BT T —
WEATHER

The courtroom was silent as
Magnuson read the verdicts for
each former officer. Throughout
the trial, a limited number of
friends and family of the former
officers had sat in the socially
distanced courtroom during the
proceedings, but on Wednesday,
just one woman sat behind the
defense tables. Thao and Kueng
showed no visible reaction as
they were found ilty, while
Lane shook his hewl and ap-
peared to toss something on the

CONTENT i 200
The Wsbingeom R Yeat 343, Mo, &2

ilty of violating George Floyd's civil rights

table in reaction to the decision.

At least one of the female ju-
rors appearced to be erying as the
verdicts were read.

In a statement, civil rights at-
tormey Ben Crump and other
members of the legal team repre-
senting the Floyd family called
the decision “another important
chapter in our journey for justice”
for Floyd.

“These officers tried to devise
any excuse that could let thes

SEE VERDICT ON A4
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Guerra en Europa
Rusia invadio Ucrania y conmociona al mundo

Las fuerzas del Kremlin ingresaron por aire, tierra y mar iras un potente fuego de artilleria en
tres frentes; esta madrugada habia intensos bombardeos en Kiev; sanciones de la Casa Blanca

KIEV.= Es de noche en Kiuvgt ¢l silencio Elisabetta Pigué dente por su .r:l]'!i!lt."l..:\.' su dimensidn.
es ensordecedor. Es el silencio de la gue- T — AlterminareldiaUcraniay Europanoeran
rra que comenzd ayer a la madrugada, las mismas. La invasion dejo por lo menos
hora local, luego de que el presidente ruso, Vladimir 137 muertosen el pais, mientras el continente enfrentala
Putin, lanzd una invasion total de Ucrania por agua, amenazadeunagranguerma, por primeravez desdeclfin
aire y tierra, en una ofensiva que sorprendid a Occi-  delaSegunda Guerra Mundial. Contimia enla pagina2

El centro de Kiev, estramemda esta madrugada por explos:ones prmiucmﬂas en el marco del asedio ruso sobre Ucrania

ZUna guerraen Una alianza que Mi:is problemas para | Putin, de frio estratega Biden, ante
Europa o la Tercera puso a Ferndndez en una gestion sin aromper todos los el m:iximo desafio
Guerra Mundial? tierra de nadie concierto puentes de su presidencia

Inés Capdevila Martin Rodriguez Yebra Claudio Jacquelin Luisa Corradini Rafael Mathus Ruiz
Pigina 6 Pigina 11 Piginal3 Pigina 20 Pégina 21
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Putin ataca Ucrania e deflagra maior
acao na Europa apds Segunda Guerra

* Russo bombardeia vizinho e avanca no territério * Kiev pede ajuda a poténcias ocidentais * Otan vé ‘ato brutal

A Europa mergulhou ontem em sua mais grave crise
militar desde o fim da Segunda Guerra Mundial com
o bombardeio de posigoes das forgas da Ucrania pela
Russia, relata o enviado a Moscou Igor Gielow. As tro-
pas de Vladimir Putin também lancaram uma invasiao
por terra, deflagrando a guerra com o pais vizinho.

As tensoes chegaram ao dpice apos quatro meses de
tentativas frustradas de negociacio com o Ocidente.
Kiev conta com a promessa de suporte da Otan (alianga
militar liderada pelos EUA) e o respaldo de poténcias
que se uniram para redobrar as sangdes contra Mos-
cou. Uma reagio militar conjunta escalaria o conflito.

Putin diz agir em apoio aos separatistas etnicamen-
te russos no leste ucraniano, mas Kiev acusa “inva-
séo total” e pede ajuda. A Defesa ucraniana afirma ter
matado 5o militares russos, o que 0 Kremlin nio con-
firma, e perdido 137 soldados. O saldo real de mortos
era, até esta madrugada, desconhecido. munds an1aas

Ao lado de um cadaver e de um

Itamaraty pede fim
de hostilidade, mas
nao critica invasio
A diplomacia brasileira
pediu o fim das hostili-
dades sem criticar a in-
wvasio da Ucrinia por Vla-
dimir Putin, aliado de Ja-
ir Bolsonaro. Nota do Ita-
maraty repudia o conflito,
mas nio cita o lider russo,
rampouco mencionado no
discurso do embaixador
na ONU. Mundo A15

Carmo

Brasileiros ouvem

explosao e buscam
se abrigar ou fugir

Brasileiros na Ucrinia rela-
raram & Folha que acorda-
ram ontem com barulhos
de explosio e sirenes de
alarmes de bombardeio.
Alguns foram orientados a
ir para abrigos antibomba,
e outros buscam sair pela
fronteira oeste. O governo
brasileiro disse que o foco
étird-los do pais. Mundo A16

AMALISE Vinicius Torres Freire

EUA deixam de punir energia russa

Joe Biden anunciou sancoes “sem precedentes” contra a
Riissia, mas poupou negdécios relativos a energia. Evita,
assim, que o petroleo e 0 gds russos parem de fluir, o que
elevaria ainda mais o preco dos combustiveis. Mercadoaze

Hélio Schwartsman
Invasdo russa é
ilegal, imoral e burra az

Andlise M. Rabinovici
EUA buscarao bloquear
narrativa de Moscou aa

| | 33951
N o
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Tatiana Prazeres
Sangdes dificilmente
vao mudar cendrio aa

Nelson de Sa
‘Pdria;, Putin conversa
com Modi e Macron as

Bolsonaro quer
‘onda 22’ com PL e
irrita Republicanos
Politica A4

1 N F
ravejado pela artilharia em Chuguiv, cidade no leste da Ucran

bombardeada pela Ris

Russia langa invasio da Ucrania

Reivindicado por separatistas, mas sob dominio ucraniano

| Sob dominio dos separatistas russos
etnicos e agora reconhecidas por Moscou

o —
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Conflito deve agravar inflaciao
e queda da atividade no Brasil

Mesmo que guerra dure pouco, analistas veem efeitos co-
mo pressao adicional sobre pregos de alimentos e combus-
tiveis e adiamento nas decisoes de investimento pelas em-
presas. Dadlar subiu 2%, e Bolsas cairam pelo mundo. a7z

Camara aprova, e E cedo para tratar
projeto que legaliza  Covid por endemia,
cassino vai a Senado  dizem especialistas
Mercado A40 Sadide B1

, homem fala ao telefone s Messinis / aee

Biden anuncia mais
sancoes, e China evita
condenar acao militar

O presidente dos EUA, Joe
Biden, anunciou novas san-
gdes contra a Riissia. Hawve-
rd restricbes a transagies
do Kremlin em moedas es-
trangeiras e medidas contra
o5 maiores bancos do pais.
Biden chamou Vladimir Pu-
tin de agressor, mas deixou
claro gue tropas america-
nasniao vao para a Ucrdnia.

Sepundo agéncias, os EUA
enviarao y.ooo militares pa-
rarcfo as rancaape-
nas derr'g:e{n'nhergl';us da%ata%_

Aliada de Putin, a China
evitou condenar a invasio.
Pediu cautela a “todas as
partes”, sem citar a Rassia.
0= paises firmaram recen-
te parceria estratégica, mas
nio militar. Munde A13 e A14

Kremlin testa tatica inédita e
movimento bélico arriscado ..

EDITORIAIS A2

A agressao russa

A diplomacia mais respon-
sivel e pragmértica pauta-
se pela ndo ingeréncia em
questoes de outras paises.

Guia C9

Semn desfiles agora,
escolas de samba
fazem festas e ensaios

Sao de resto pilares da
Carta brasileira, o gue de-
veria levar o Itamaraty a
condenar a invasio russa.

EDITORIAIS A2

Temeridade litordnea

Sobre PEC que transfere
posse dedreas i beira-mar,
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A Ultranza: Joaquin Roa destituido
por vinculos con narco detenido

Precandidato a senador por el velazquismo es socio comercial de implicado en la red del
crimen organizado. Allanamientos muestran obscena ostentacion de los delincuentes.
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« %ans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge fatteur « Beaumarchais

La guerre en Europ

La Russie a
déclenché jeudi a
I'aube une offensive
générale contre
I'Ukraine, frappée
du nord au sud

et de I'est a l'ouest.
La communauté
internationale
s'insurge et promet
des sanctions dures.
PAGES 2 A 12, 20, 21 ET L'EDITORIAL

SHAMERIE
BNEPETM BOMHCKAR
KOTHONEA

A Kiev, Kharkiv et
Donetsk, nos reporters
au ceeur du conflit

Alors que, dans 1'est de 1"Ukraine, les séparatis

tes espérent une victodre rapide grace a "appui
de Moscou, dans la capitale, aprés "affolement,
Jes rues ¢ gient jeudi & mesure gqu’avancait
Iennemi. A Kharkiv, deuxieme ville du pays,
I'imvasion russe était dans toutes les tétes, « mais
on n'y cropdt pas », raconte une mére de famille,

15

Mobilisation
diplomatique face
a l'agression russe

L'invasion russe de I'Ukraine a déclenché un
branle-bas de combat diplomatique avec de mul
tiples réunions d'urgence dans plusieurs pays oc
cidentaux, mais aussi a I'Union européenne, au
sein du G7 et & I'Oran, qui se réunit ce vendredi,
L'arme des sanctions est privilégide pour forcer
Viadimir Poutine a negocier,

R3] EDITORIAL e Aterte et direct des rtactons w @oirene

Macron : « Un tournant
dans I'histoire de I'Europe
et de notre pays»

Alors que la guerre percute la campagne prési-
dentielle, le président s"est adressé a la nation
pour « condamner fermement 'attagque militaire
massive comtre I'Ukraine =, 1l a affirmé que
nous Etons « d un fowrnant de [histoire de 1'Eu
rope et de notre pays » assurant que «la France
s Hiendrait aux cotés du peuple ukrainien »,

- slspprétant, jeudi,

u s ilm-mcla
i

avec MNikraine

- jguisla&ine’e.

Les craintes pour
I'économie mondiale
font plonger les marchés

Le conflit en Ukraine provoque une flambée
des prix des matiéres premiéres et de 'éner-
gic, notamment des cours du pétrole, au plus
haut depuls 2014. Inquiétes d'un ralentisse
ment de la croissance, les Bourses interna-
tionales ont lourdement chuté jeudi, a I'ima-
ge de celle de Paris (- 3,8%).

<

1 MALGAVEO TASS WA REUTER!

SER

RICHARD MILLE

Le retour du tragique

ous ne voulions pas y croire,
En dépit de tous les signes
ces lroupes russes massdes
aux frontieres, ces mises en
garde américaines de plusen
plus précises, ces appels au secours des
autorités ukrainiennes -, nous ne vou
lions pas nows résoudre a Midée que Pou-
tine irait au bout de sa logique folle, 11
n'oseralt pas ! Il n*aurait pas le cynisme
de déchirer tous les traités, de fouler aux
pieds les principes intermationaux. En
plein XX1= sitele, il ne prendrait pas le
risque de refaire de I'Europe un champ
de bataille.
Il 2 osé. Il a «choisi la guerres (Emma-
n dacron). Sous couvert de prétextes
tculés (la défense de minorités nationa
les opprimées - depuis les Sudétes, 1"ar-
gument a beawcoup servi) ou de raison-
— ] proprement délirants
—— (l'impératif de «dénazification=!), la
puissance russe se déchaine sur la fragile
W B=] | /kraine dont le crime est de lorgner trop
suvertement vers I'Occident et ses prin
pes démocratioques. Comime la Hongrie
en 1956, comme la Tchécoslovaguie en
968, le peuple ukrainien, jadis martyri

25.F: 3,0

s¢ par Staline, voit 8 nouveau se refermer
sur lul la polgne de son pulssant volsin.
Rude lecon : le tragique est de retour,
porté par les «fantimes du passé -, Notre
vieux monde occidental, an lendemain
de la chute de I'empire sovidtique, s"était
pris 4 croire i la fable rassurante de la
«fin de I'Histoires. Les attentats du
11 Septembre lai avaient fait mesurer
"inanité de cette espérance en lul assi

. gll,"llu, avec
La «fin de lamisme radical,

l'l_ﬁs-tojre s un pouvel adver-
. = saire. Voici
etait une aujourdhui qu'il

fable; Clecouvre  Que
, . Fennemi  d'hier
1 ENnNemmi N a n'a pas disparu,
3 et qu’il n'a jamais
pas dlsparu €1€ s menagant,
Les choses seraient-elles allées autre
ment si les Occidentaux, au lendemain
de la chute du Mur, s"étalent impose une
certaine retenue plutdt que de recruter
dans 1'"Otan la totalité des ex-pays de
IEst? Si en 1999 ils n'avaient pas redes
siné militairement les frontieres de I'ex
Yougoslavie ? On peut toujours le soute-

nir, on ne pourra jamais le prouver. En
attendant, c'est une nouvelle guerre des
blocs qui commence. La premiére s'était
soldée par la défaite totale du camp so-
vidtique., Vladi Poutine, qui réve de
rester dans I'Histoire comme le restau-
rateur de la grandeur russe, a délibéré
ment choisi de déclencher la onde
pour laver cette humiliation historique
en rétablissant un steme de séourd
tés qui ne tolére ¢ frontieres de la
n¥ere patrie que des régimes vassaux et
des Elats eroupions.

Sawrons-nous  "arréter? L'arrogance
russe se nowrit de notre faiblesse. Si
Poutine sest lancé dans cette entreprise,
clest fondamentalement qu'll savait
gu'au-dela des belles déclarations, et
des menaces de sanctions qui n'ont ja-
mais dissuadé personne, nous n'avions
ni les movens militaires ni la volonte po-
litique de 1"en empécher. A 'heure de la
montée des périls - le débat mériterait
d’inspirer chez nous les candidats a
I'élection présidentielle -, il n'a jamais
&1é plis urgent pout la France, I"Europe
et les Etats-Unis de renouer avec le cou
rage de la puissance. B
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Twokein Kyiv at
dawn-as Russia’s
bombsrained down’
Nataliya Gumenyuk

Journal =

FHOTOGRAFH: WOLFGANG

® Hundreds dead or
injured as Ukraine
is battered by huge
Russian offensive

® West responds with
raft of new sanctions
amid divisions on
strength of response

5400_u1165

Emma Graham-Harrison Kyiv
Luke Harding Kyiv

Andrew Roth Moscow

Julian Borger Washington

Ukraine was fighting for its survival
vesterday after Vladimir Putin
unleashed a punishing offensive on
the country that left hundreds dead
orinjured, and world leaders warned
Moscow had embarked on a danger-
ous new era of imperial expansion.
The continent awoke to the shock
of scenes it had once believed it had
left behind with the horrors of the

G

A An injured woman on the street in
Chuhuiv, Ukraine, after an airstrike
damaged an apartment complex

20th century: helicopters strafing
homesoutside the capital, Kyiv, long
lines of tanks ploughing ever deeper
towards Ukraine's heartland, roads
choked with refugees, and civilians
huddled in underground metro sta-
tions to escape bombardment,

The west scrambled to respond
withaseries of new sanctions against
Moscow, with the US alsoannouncing

it would send 7,000 more w
tmups1(1{i9nnany1ushur9
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‘A war of aggression' Ukraine is
attacked onmany fronts Page 6 -

Stay or flee? Refugees make for
the bordersascities are hit Page 8 >

Fuelbill threat Price of energy
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streets to condemn action Page 15 -



