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What’s
News

Business 2 Finance
— —

nvestors rushed for

safety, pushing down
stocks and lifting the
prices of oil, gold and gov-
ernment bonds, after Rus-
sia’s Putin launched a mili-
tary operation in Ukraine. Bl
+ U.5. life insurers, as ex-
pected, made a large num-
ber of Covid-19 death-ben-
efit payouts last year, with
many seeing a jump in
other death claims, too, Al

saidd it has frozen

formcr CEOQ Jes Staley's de-
ferred pay while regulators
complete a probe into how
he characterized his relation-
ship with Jeffrey Epstein. Bl

+ A judge said she would
pause the trial of Roger Ng af-
ter prosecutors said they had
failed to turn over a tranche
of documents to the former
Goldman banker's lawyers. BL

+ Ford's CEQ said the auto
maker doesn’t intend to spin
off its electric-vehicle busi-
ness, tamping down specu-
lation that the company could
break off its EV operations
to boost market value. B3

COHTpANIES

in Europe, aiming to loosen

the gnp officials say a few big
tech firmms

#+ Lowe's sunprised Wall
Street with its management
of costs and pricing in the
larest guarter amid a show-
ing outlook for the home-im-
provement sector’s sales. B3

#* Estéde Lauder suspended
a top executive without
pay following a backlash
owver a post on his personal
Instagram account. B3

World - Wide

—
# Russian missiles and air-
strikes hit Ukraine’s capital
Kyiv and more than a dozen
other cities across the coun-
try Thursday, minutes after
Putin announced a military
operation that he said seeks
to “demilitarize and de-
nazify Ukraine” and bring
its leaders to trial. Al, A7-9
 The U.S. and its allies are
poised to unveil further sanc-
tions, now that Russia has
launched what Biden called
“an unprovoked and unjusti-
fied attack™ on Ukraine, hop-
ing a fresh tranche of penalties
will hawe a greater deterrent
effect than the first set. AL
* Two leading
the Manhattan district attor-
neys investigation imto Trump
and his business resigred, cast-
ing doubt on the future of the
vearslong criminal probe, A3

+ The Justice Department
is ending a Trump-era initia-
tive to counter national-se-
curity threats from China af-
ter it led to a series of failed
prosecutions of academics. Ad

# Canada’s Trudeau, in a
surprise turnaround, said
his government no longer
raquired emergency powers
to deal with protests against
Covid-19 restrictions. A10
* A more infectious

of the Omicron variant has
surged to account for
more than a third of global
Ciovid-19 cases sequenced re-
cently, adding to the dehate
about whether countries are
ready for full reopening. A6
#+ The number of women in
the ULS. who died while preg-
mant or shortly after
continued to rise in 2020 as.
the pandemic spread, accord-
ing to a federal report. A6
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‘Any provocation, any spark
could trigger a blaze that will
destroy everything.

Ukrainian President Zelensky

RUSSIA ST

“We will strive to
demilitarize and

denazify Ukraine.’

‘Putin has chosen a
premeditated war that will
bring a catastrophic loss of life’

Russian President Putin

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky, speaking in Russian in a video address, said his na-
tion posed no threat to Russia and that a conflict could cause tens of thousands of victims.

Crisis Sets New Struggle
For Global Supremacy

By Mricnael R. Gorpon

Russia's audacious military
assault on Ukraine is the firse
major clash marking a new or-
der in intermational politics,
with three major powers jos-
tling for 110':1t|rm in ways that
threaten America’s primacy.

The challenges are different
than those the TU.5. and its
network of alliances faced in
the Cold War. Russia and
China have built a thriving
partnership based in part on a
shared interest in diminishing
U.S. power. Unlike the Sino-So-
viet hbloc of the 1350s, Ru

is a critical gas supplier to Eu-
rope, while China isn't an im-
poverished, war-ravaged part-
ner but the worlds
manufacturing powerhouse
with an expanding military.
In deploving a huge force
and on Thursday ordering
what he called a “special mili-
tary operation,” Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is de-
manding that the West rewrite
the post-Cold War security ar-
rangements for Europe and
demonstrated that Russia has
the military capability to im-
pose its will despite Western
chiections and sanctions.

To do this, Mr. Putin shifted
military units from Russia’s
border with China, showing
confidence in his relations with
Bejjing. The two powers, in ef-
fect, are coordinating to re-
shape the global order to their
advantage, though their ties
stop short of a formal alliance.

This emerging order leaves
the U.S. contending with twao
adversaries at once in geo-
graphically disparate parts of
the world where America has

Please turn fopage A8

& Greg lpc Ulkraine clash puts
dagger in globalization.... A2

Big Companies Rush to Plan
For Repercussions of Attack

By Austam MacDoraLn
Ann Nick Kostow

Western companies with op-
erations in Russia and Ukraine
are preparing for the potential
impact of sanctions on their
businesses there and readying
contingency plans in the event
of further military action, after
dent Viadimir Putin of
ia sent troops into two
breakaway regions of Ukraine.

The US. and its European
allies this week rolled out a
range of sanctions against Fus-
sia, which they hawve promised
to ratchet up. Those measures
might  include  sanctions
against big Russian companies
and the country's business
elite.

Such moves, though, could
also complicate operations for
multinationals that have oper-
ations in Russia and that often

join with Russian companies
and businessmen. Big oil com-
panies, including EBP PLC,
Exxon Mobil Corp. and Shell
FLC, have substantial invest-
ments in Russia, as do brewing
glant Carlsberg A/S and auto

maker Renault SA.
On Wednesday, the chief ex-
Please rurm fo poge A8

# Russia’s mowve against

Ukraine roils markets_......Bl

Air attacks, missiles
hit Kyiv, other cities;
Biden pledges further
steps to punish Putin

Russian missiles and air-
strikes hit Ukraine's capital
Kyiv and more than a dozen
other cities across the country
Thursday, minutes after Presi-
dent  Viadir Putin  an-
nounced a military operation
that he said seeks to “demilita-
rize and denazify Ukraine" and
bring its leaders to trial.

By ¥Yaroslav Trofimoy,
Alan Cullison
and Brert Forrest
in Kyiv and Ann M.
Simmons in Moscow

“From all of you, we need
calm,” Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky said in an
early-morning television ad-
dress., “We are working, our
army is working. Don’t panic,
we are strong, we are ready for
anything, we will overcome.™
He said he has ordered martial
Law and has spoken with Presi-
dent Biden about the attack,

Ukrainian officials said that
the initial wawe of strikes tar-
geted military installations,
airfields and government facil-
ities across the country, as
weell as border force installa-
vions. In  Kharkiv, eastern

President Biden

RIKES UKRAINE

Ukraine's largest city. resi-
dents said a large fire was vis-
ible in the morning darkness.
after what appeared to be a
hit at a weapons depot. Heavy
shelling targeted the city of
Mariupol on the Azow Sea. MAir
raid sirens sounded in Kyiv af-
ter 7 a.m.

While the Ukrainian mili-
tary didn't release casualty
figures, a senior Ukrainian of-
ficial said he believed that
hundreds of Ukrainian soldiers
died in Russian airstrikes and
missile attacks,

Russia denied conducting
missile, air or artillery strikes
on Ukrainian cities or threat-
ening civilian populations, the
country’s Ministry of Defense
told the Russian state mews
agency RIA Novosti.

President Biden called Mr.
Putin's move an unprovoked,
unjustified attack in Ukraine,
pledging further action against
Russia.

“President Putin has chosen
a premeditated war that will
bring a catastrophic loss of life
and human suffering,” he said
in a statement.

Later Mr. Biden said he
would be meeting Thursday
with leaders of the Group of

Please turn to page A9

+ Germany takes step to end
Russian gas reliance.....
# Biden faces a new Fnlelgn-

policy test. ... — A9

West Is Lining Up

Further Sanctions

The U.S. and its allies are
poised to unveil further sanec-
tions now that Russia has
Launched what President Eiden
called “an unprovoked and un-
justified attack™ on Ukraime,
hoping a fresh tranche of pen-

alties will have a greater de
terrent effect than the first
set.

By fan Talley
i Washington
crivd Laurence Norrarn
in Berlin

On Tuesday, after Russian

President Vladimir Putin sent
troops into two breakaway re-
glons of Ukraine, Western na-
tions imposed sanctions on
SIX

Russian sowvereign debt,
Russian banks, several weal
Russians linked to Mr. Putin®s
inner circle, Defense Minister
Sergei Shoigu and other high
officials, and halted the Nord
Stream 2 natural-ga
A senior ULS, admis
official described the

mea-
sures as “only the sharp edge

of the pain we can inflict.”

U.5., Euwropean Union and
British officials say they had
other, more powerful financial
weapons in their arsenal and
were primed to use them as
Mr. Putin escalated. Those in-
clude sanctions on  much
larger Russian banks, a ban on
investment in Russian gas
projects, and export controls
designed to deprive Russian
industry of technology needed
for long-term economic
growth.

Late Wednesday, Mr. Biden
said he would in the morning
announce  “further conse-
quences” on Russia.

The previous day, a senior
administration official said po-
tential plans included hitting
the country’s most critical
banks._

“Mo Russian financial insti-
tution is safe if this invasion
proceeds,” the official said.

U.5. officials say that taken
as a whole, the sanctions are
intended to shock Russ fi-

Please turn rom._eez‘.?

Non-Covid Deaths Hit

Life Insurers’ Earnings

By LesUE Scism

U.5. life insurers, as ex-
pected, made a large number
of Covid-19 death-benefit pay-
outs last year. More surpris-
ingly, many saw a jump in
other death claims, too.

Industry executives and ac-
tuaries believe many of these
other fatalities are tied to de-
lays in medical care as a result
of lockdowns in 2020, and
then, later, people’s fears of
seeking out treatment and
trouble lining up appoint-
ments.

Some insurers see contin-
wed high levels of these deaths
for some time, even if
Covid-19 deaths decline this
Vear.

In earnings calls for the
past two guarters, Globe Life
Inc., Hartford Financial Ser-
viees Group Ine., Primerica
Inc. and Reinsurance Group of
America Inc. were among in-
surers noting higher non-
Covid-19 deaths, compared
with pre-pandemic baselines.

=“The losses we are seeing
continue to be elevated ower
2019 lewels due at least in
part, we believe, to the pan-
demic and the existence of ei
ther delayed or unavailable
healthcare,” Globe Life finance
chief Frank Svoboda told ana-
Iysts and investors earlier this
month

Among the non-coronavi-
rus-specific claims are deaths
from heart and circulatory is-
sues and neurological disor-
ders. he said.

“We anticipate that theyll
start to be less impactful over
the course of 2022 but we do
anticipate that we'll still at
least see some elevated levels
throughout the yvear,” he said.

Primerica executives simi-
larly cautioned in their fourth-

quarter call about outsize
numbers of non-Covid-19
Please turn fo page AG

# New Omicron strain presents
a speed bump ... — A&
# Maternal deaths ruse in
pandemic’s first year...____ A6
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Brussels hits Putin’s inner circle
as US hardens invasion warning

o Russian troops ready to go’ e Forces close in on Ukraine e EU weighs further sanctions

DEMETRI SEVAS TOPULD — WASHINGTOM
ELEHI VARVITSIOTL SAH FLEMING
AMD HEMRY FOY — BRUSSELS

Viadimir Putin’s chief of staff and
defence minister have been blacklisted
by the EU in a first round of sanctinns
against Mosoow as the US warned that a
Russian Invasion of Ukmine could start
imminenthy.

“Putin and his forces are as ready as
they can be,” a senior defence offical
sald, “They ve advanced thelr readiness
toa point where they are liverally ready
tongo I they get the order™

Headded that 80 per centof the Rus-
sian forces in the reglon had moved into
locations kn Russia and Belarus 5-50km
From the Ukraindan border.

The official sid Russia had alresdy
positionesd more than two dozen war-
ships in the Black Sea, including 10
amphibious landing ships. “These ships
exist for one reason and that is to put
boots om the ground,” e sald.

The US warning came as the EU
named 27 people and entities in a list of
restrictive measures. Anton Vaino, chief
of staff in Putin's presidentlal executive
ciffice, ard Seegel Shoigu, defence minis-
ter, are among those named

Sanctbons were also mposed on tvoofl
Fussias deputy prime ministers for
“threaten[ing] the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence of
Ukraine”, and the heads of Russla’s
navy, army and air force, In what EU
officials sadd was the first of potentialhy
multiple waves of measures.

Charles Michel, European Council
president, has convened a surmit of the
bloc's leaders today. He told EU leaders:
“The use of force and coercion to change
barders has no place in the 21st
century”

The EU move against Vaine and
Shoigu, members of Russia’s security
council, takes the blocs Ukraine-related
sanctions to Putin’s inner circle. They
Inwolve an asset freeze and ban on pro-
widing funds to those listed, as well asa
block am travel to and within the EUL

Metflix has disappeointing
eplsode with Indlan push

The streaming audience of indla is
Eluding Meffite at a Time when slowing
subscriber growth elsewhere ks making
emerging markets crucial 1o s growth
strategy. its ambition 1o sign up 100mn
datess, i a nation of Labn, has
fallen flat. with just S.5mn in the bag
accond ing to researchers. Industry
inssders say the California-based group
was sow T address country-specific
Issues. Inchuding peicing. distribution
and the Importance of local languages.
Ambiihous fargeis » PaASE &

¥ladimir Putin
COTRIE M OFAlEs
Defender of the
Fatherland Dy
in Moscow
yesterday
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The US alse impesed sanctions
against Mord Stream 2, the company
overseeing the construction of a gas
pipeline from Russla to the EU, and ks
executives. Joe Biden, US president,
sald: “These steps are another plece of

our initial tranche of sanctions in

.

Timothy Smyder
Page 15

Russia’s president justified
violence with a bizarre
diatribe about the past. He
is no historian. Ukrainians
have as much right to a
firture as anyone else

o Russia’s actions in Ukraine.”

EU policymakers have warned that
they are ready to increase the pressure
on leading Russian business figures and
the country's wider economy 1f Putin
embarks ona full invasien.

Ursula von der Leyen, Burapean
Commission president, stressed she did
not consider Fussia had yet engaged ina
“military invasion™ bt that it was guilty
a serious breach of international law,
f there is any further military action
against Ukraine there will be a massive
and robust second package.” she added.

Margarita Simonyan, editor-in-chief
of RT, the Kremlin-funded English lan-
muage TV chanmnel that broadcasts out-

side Russia, is on the list for having "pro-
moted a positive attitede to . . . the
actlons of separatists im Donbas”.
WVladimir Solowyow, a TV news anchor,
and Maria Zakharova, foreign ministry
spokesworman, willalso be it

The EU sanctions will also apply to
three banks with operations in the
Donetsk and Lubansk separatist-held
territories — VER, Promsvyazbank amd
Bank Rossiya, accordingtothe lst.
Ukralna crisls page 3
Moreteeth te curbs page 8
Day bnmarkets page 9
FT View page 14
Alyona Getmanchuk page 15
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Hong Kong lines up cash handouts as
city buckles under coronavirus record

CHAM HO-H 1M — HONG KONG

Hong Kong has launched a new round
of cash handouts as it struggles to con-
tain China’s biggest outbreak of coro-
navirus since the start of the pandemic,
despite sconomists warning that its
mero-Covid strategy b “unsustainalde™

Paul Chamn, finance secretary, sald the
government would ghve cash vouchers
of HE$10,000 ($1,280) to &.6mn adult
residents, as the city reels from an owt-
break of the Omicron variant that has
overwhelmed the healthcare system
and government quarantine facilities.
Haong Kong has more than 8,000 isola-
tion beds but more than 60,000 cases
have been reported since January,
including a record 8,674 yesterday,
according to official data. Chan said the
government would spend HE$54bn of
its HE$170bn budget on anti- pandemic

measures, including building new
isolation facilities.

The subsidies, which will be given 1o
permanent residents and some immi
grants, were unveiled a day alter Carrie
Lam, Hong Kong chief executive, saidall
TAmn residents would have to undergo
mandatery testing next menth.

Lam has denled she plans to Impose a
citywide lockdown despite Beljing
ondering Hong Kong boadhere to China's
zero-Covid strategy. X Jinping, China's
president, tald city authorities last week
to make the vinus s wppriority.

“Fighting the epidemic is ouroverrid-
ing mission,” Chan said in his budget
speech, adding that the sconomy would
expand between T per cent and 3.5 per
cent in the first quarter compared with
the last three months of 2021.

Analysts belleve that government
projections are optimistic, with econo-

mists saying growth willslow in the first
quarter. They add that mandatary test-
ing will hit productivity, with those test-
ing pasitive placed in isolation.

The latest financial support was
unveiled after it was announced this
week that strict sockal-distancing mess-
res would last umtil at beast April.

Travel nules, which enforce quaran-
thise fior overseas arrivals of up to three
weeks, and flight bans to nine countries,
including the U8 and UK, have also

Iife herd for ghobal companies.

Haobg Kong's 2ero-Covid approach ks
“abviously unsustainable”, said Kevin
Lal, chief economist for Aska excluding
Japan at Daiwa Capital Markets. “You
spend so much money on maintaining
zero-Covid . . . and when the next wave
of infections comes, you hanve to spend
tens of billlons agaln, sacrificing the
city’s economy.”
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boost Rio Tinto payout

» Soaring
The Londan-listed miner has turned in buasper
results after cashing i on the commuodities price
surge. It declared dividends of $77bn, the second-
biggest in UK corporate history.— pace &

= Methane under-reported by 70%°

The intermational energy watchdog has wamed that
emissions of the gas from the energy Industry are
gross|y underestimated across the globe. Methane
traps more heat than carbon dioxide.— pace 2

= WHO drives jab training for world’s peor
The World Healih Organization bas said it will set
upammmmmmm:mm
dmug N poorer o ries in a bid to
pr«pﬂu[nrﬂ‘l!mlﬂrﬂ‘ﬂ] health crisis — puse 4

.]’Mnrxamanmsedaﬂ\llggrh negligence
A London coart has heard the

bank was “grossty negligent " in

paying $900mn to A company
eontrolled by a former Migerian
minister with a dirty-money

ConviCEion.— PAGE &

= Heathrow predicts summer recovery

The UK's busiest airport has predicted a"suqy"u‘
hnlld:m:lmwﬂl?:lp recovery this summer, as it
reported that total losses from plusging passenger
nambers in the pandemic hit £3.8bn.— pacs 5

» Global broadcasters face ban in Turkey
Germany’s Deutsche Welle and the US public radio
service Viskoe of Amerkca have sald they will refuse
to comply with a request to apply for Hoemces,
demands they described as “censorship™ — pacE 2

» Quantum leap in und mapping
Researchers and industrial partners at Birmingham
university in the UK have demonstrated a sensor
that can detect sublerranean structiires by

minute variations in gravity linked to them.— racE «
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RUSSIA ATTACKS AS PUTIN WARNS WORLD:;
BIDEN VOWS TO HOLD HIM ACCOUNTABLE

Large Explosions in Ukrainian Cities
— Moscow Says Not to Interfere

THL ER: HbCRC

MEM VDR TIM

A Ukrainian soldier on Wednesday. President Wladimir V. Putin of Russia said his goal was to demilitarize but not accupy Ukraine.

Sleepless Nights in Moscow as a Nation Lurches Into a Conflict

By ANTON TROIANDVSKI

MOSCOW — Waiting for her
friends on Moscow’s primly land-
scaped Boulevard Ring earlier
this week, Svetlana Kozakova ad-
mimed that she'd had a sleepless
night. She kept checking the news
on her phone after President Via-
dimir V. Putin’s aggrieved speech
to the nation on Monday that all
but threatened Ukraine with war

“Things are going to be very,
wery uncertain. she said, “and,
most likely, very sad”™

For months, Russians of all po-

litical stripes tuned out American
warnings that their country could
soon invade Ukraine, dismissing
them as an outlandish concoction
in the West's disinformation war
with the Kremlin. But this week,
after several television appear-
ances by Mr Putin stunned and
scared some longtime observers,
that sense of casual disregard
turned to a deep unease,

Early Thursday morning, any
remaining skepticism that their
country would invade was put to
rest, when Mr Putin declared a
“special military operation™ in
Uleraine.

Ordinary Russians Feel
Powerless to Change
Kremlins Course

Pollsters said that most Rus-
sians probably supported B
Putin's formal recognition of the
Russian-backed territories  in
eastern Ukraine this week, espe-
cially because they had no choice
in the matter and because no sig-
nificant political force inside the
country has argued against it

War is a different matter alto-
gether, though; in recent days,
Russia has not seen any of the ju-
bilation that accompanied the an-
nexation of Crimea in 2014,

Going vowar is one of Russians”
greatest fears, according to the
Levada Center, an independent
pollster. And after Mr. Putin's an-
gry speech and his cryptic tele-
wvised meeting with his Security
Council on Monday, Russians real-
ized that possibility was lurching
closer toward becoming reality

“This hatred that you could
read in him so clearly, it wasn't

Cortinued on Page AL

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI and NEIL MacFARQUHAR

MOSCOW — President Viadi-
mir V. Putin of Russia declared the
start of a "special military opera-
ton™ in Ukraine, pledging in a
televised speech broadcast just
before & am. Thursday that he
would seek to demilitarize but nod
acoupy the country.

Minutes after Mr Putin an-
nounced that he was ordering his
troops o war, large explosions
were  wvisible mear Kharkiv,
Ukraine's second-largest city. Ex-
plosions were also reported in
ather Ukrainian cities, including
the capital, Kyiwv

The invasion had begun, the
Ukrainian interior ministry said
in a statement.

Mr Putin said the operstion
would aim for the “demilitariza-
tion” of Ukraine. Evoking the
NATO bombing of Yugoslavia in
1994 and the American invasion of
Iraq in 2003, Mr. Putin cast his ac-
tion as a long overdue sirike
against an American-led world or-
der that he scribed as an “em-
pire of lies”

Even as he spoke, the United

Mations Security Council held an
emergency meeting  imploring
hirm not Lo invade,

Mr: Putin said he was acting af-
ver receiving a plea for assistance
from the leaders of the Russian-

ked  separatist  territories
formed in eastern Ukraine in 2014
— a mowve that Western officials
had predicted as a possible pre-
text for an invasion.
Mr Putin also described the op-
Eralion a8 a response 1o a “gques-
tion of life or death™ that he said
Russia was facing as a result of
the eastward expansion of the
MATO alliance — which Ukraine
has aspired to join,

“This is that red line that 1
ralked about multiple times,” M
Putin said. “They have crossed it

The operation’s goal, Mr. Putin
said, was “to defend people who
for cight years are suffering per-
secution and genocide by the Kyiv
regime,” citing the false accusa-
tion that Ukrainian forces had
been carrying out ethnic cleans-
ing in separatist regions of east-

Continwed on Page AI0

Europe Hopes to Pressure Putin
By Crimping Cronies’ Lifestyles

By MATINA STEVIS-GRIDNEFF

BRUSSELS — The list included
somwe of the Kremlins highest
ranking officials, the top Russian
military leadership, senior bank
executives, a prominent news an-
chor, the head of a global televi-
sion network and a Russian busi
nessman with links o a merce
nary group.

For years, as part of the circles
of power that surround President
Wladimir V. Putin of Russia, many
have enjoyved lavish lifestyles —
willas on Lake Como in Italy, jet-
ting to see children living in Euro-
pean capitals, shopping on the
Continent’s glitziest boulevards.

On Wednesday, the European
Union took aim at them with anar-
ray of sanctions.

E.U. officials said the blocs
nearly G00-page list of penalties —

including travel bans and asset
freezes — was just a first step,
pumnishing those involved in the
recognition on Monday of the so-
called republics of Donetsk and
Luhansk, which the bloc regards
as a violation of Ukraine's territo-
rial integricy.

They also banned Russia from
raising funds in European capital
markets through short- and long-
rerm bonds.

In Washington, President Biden
stepped up sanctions as well, a
day after blocking two large Rus-

Continued on Page A9

SHOCK WAVES The fallour from
an invasion could further delay a
LS, economic rebound. PAGE El

2 Manhattan Prosecutors Quit,
Putting Trump Inquiry in Doubt

This article is by Williem K. Rash-
baum, Ben Protess, Jomaoh E.
Bromwich, Kate Christobek and
Nate Schweber,

The two prosecutors leading
the Manhattan district attorney®
investigation into former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump and his
business practices abruptly re-
signed on Wednesday amid a
monthlong pause in their presen-
tation of evidence vo a grand ju
acconding o people with knowl-
edge of the matter:

The unexpected development
came not long after the high-

N WATTS FOR
Alvin Bragg, the Manhattan
district attorney, started Jan. 1,

WD TIMES

stakes inquiry appeared to be
gaining momentum  and  now
throws its future into serious
diouhi.

The prosecutors, Carey R.
Dunne and Mark F Pomerants,
submitted their resignations be-
cause the new Manhattan disirict
attorney, Alvin Bragg, indicated o
them that he had doubts about
moving forward with a case
ag:zjnsl Mr. Trump. the people
e 3

Mr. Pomerantz confirmed in a
brief interview that he had re-
signed but declined to elaborate.
Mr. Dunne declined o comment.

Without Mr. Brags's commi
ment to move forward, the pros-
ecutors late last month postponed
a plan to gquestion at least one wit-
ness hefore the grand jury, one of
the people sald. They have not
questioned any witnesses in front
of the grand jury for more than a
month, essentially pausing their
imvestigation ints whether Mr
Trump inflated the value of his as-
sets to obtain favorable loan terms
from banks.

The precise reasons for Mo
Brage's pullback are unknown,
and he has made few public state-
ments about the status of the in-

Continued on Page AI7T

Brain Failure, a Bejjing band, in Wuhan, China’s clubs had a mix of local and ﬁ:ms:g:n musicians.

Xi’s China-First Policy Is Shutting Out the World

By VIVIAN WANG

The miracke of modern China
was built on global connections, a
belief that sending young people,
companies and future leaders o
soak up the outside world was the
route from  impoverishment o
power. MNow, emboldened by its
rransformation, the country is
shunning the influences and ideas
that nourished its rise.

Curbing Flow of Ideas
That Lifted Country

The country’s most dominant
leader in decades, Xi Jinping,
seams intent on redefining Chi-
na’s relationship with the world,
recasting the meeting of minds
and cultures as a zero-sum clash.

Education officials are impos-
ing restrictions on English educa-
tion and requiring that scholars
ask permission to artend even vir-
tual international conferences.
Regulators have punished Chi-
nese companies for raising money
overseas. Mr. Xi has exhorted ar-
ists to embrace “cultural confi-
dence” by promoting traditional
Chinese literature and art, and

Contirnued on Page A&

M.T.A. to Test
Safety Barriers
In the Subway

By MICHAEL GOLD
and ANA LEY

For wyears, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority had re-
sisted calls to install the platform
barriers that are used in subway
swstems around the globe to block
access to tracks, citing the “spe-
cial complexities” of bringing
such technology to a century-old
system not designed for it

But on Wednesday, more than a
maonth after a woman was shoved
o her death in fromt of a train at
the Times Square subway station,
transit officials reversed course
and said they would move to test
such barriers.

While the pilot program will be
limited to three stations, it does in-
clude some platforms at the Ti es
Square station, one of the system’s
busiest stops, and officials say it
could lay the foundation for an
eventual expansion elsewhere,

More than one-fourth of the sys-
vem's stations have layours that
could evenmtually accommodate
platform barriers, according o an
analysis commissioned by the

Continuwed on Page AI9
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Anti-Mandate Protests Spread
An occupation in New Zealand's capital
shows the influence that American
disinformation about vaccines is having
on other democracies. PAGE Ad

A Regal President’s Softer Side
As elections near, Emmanuel Macron of
France is aiming to put a more human

face on his powerful position PAGE A4

OBITUARIES Bro.11

Growling Voice of Grunge

In bands like Screaming Trees and
Queens of the Stone Age, Mark Lane-
wan, 57, helped Nt o genre. PAGE BID

5400_u1165

Backing Florida's Cowid Policy
Gowv. Ron DeSantis has a partner in D
Joseph Ladapo, the State's new surgeon
general. who has vowed to “reject fear”
in managing the pandemic.  PAGE Al4

Ivanka Trump May Face Panel
Donald I Trump's clder daughter is in
talks to sit for an interview with the

Jan. & committee, which regards her as
an important witness. PAGE AlS

Transgender Care Criticized
Gov. Greg Abbort of Texas told state
health agencies that medical treatments
for transgender adolescents should be
classified as “child abuse.” PAGE AlS

Apple vs. the Netherlands

Apple is fighting a Dutch regulator's
effort to make the company give people
multiple payment options for wsing
dating apps on their phones.  PAGEBS

SPORTS B7-9

Soccer by Numbers

For many clubs, the pursuit of 5 top
data analyst has become as important as
the pursuit for the best players. PAGE B7

It's College Basketball’s Turn
With the N.C_A_A. tournament fast

approaching. we get up to speed with
how the season is shaping up. PAGE BS

Restarting ‘Law & Order’

The show's first episede in 12 vears has
the intro and seme old stars. But it's
missing a few things. A review. PAGEC1

A Brutal Expression of Love
The Isracli dance troupe L-E-V dis-
played its sensuality in a work's pre-
miere at the Joyoe Theater: PAGE C8

A Lens on the World

Marilyn Stafford, who photographed a
good bit of the 200h century, finally gets
recognition in the 21se. FAGE [

Italy'’s Powerhouse Siblings
The social media personalities Chiara
and Valentina Ferragni have emerged

as a major farce in fashion. PAGE DS

OPINION A20-21

Gail Collins PAGE A2l
St gzl o II|||I|| |||I|I




ST os Anareles

BRT5 DESIGNATE

I AREAS HIGHER

n 2022 T

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2022

UKRAINE UNDER AT TACK

Putin warns

County
to relax
indoor
mask
policy

Businesses that check
vaccine status will be
free to drop rules on
face coverings.

By LueE MoNEY
AND RoNa-GoNa Lin I1

Fully vaccinated individ-
uals will soon be able to shed
their masks indoors at Los
Angeles County establish-
ments that sereen the Inocu-
lation status of visitors and
patrons, health officials said
Wednesday.

While not a complete eas-
ing, the revised rules —
which talke effect at 12:01 a.m
Friday — represent a signifi-
cant relaxation of the coun-
ty¥'s universal indoor mask
mandate, which has been in
place since July. And de-
pending on how many busi-
nesses elect to take advan-
tage, the impact could be
both widespread and widely
apparent, especially in
places like offices, gyms,
restaurants, bars and hair
salons.

However, it also may be
short-lived. County health
officials have expressed op-
timism that the region is
mere weeks away from clear-
ing the threshold they ve set

[See Masks, Ald]

School
mandates
get voter
support

By FaroMma ESQUIvEL

MNearly two-thinds of Cali-
formia voters, including a
majority of parents. support
mask and vaccine mandates
in K-12 schools, according to
a poll conducted this month
by the Institute of Govern-
mental Studles at TG Berke-
ley and eo-sponsored by Lhe
LA Times

The results of the early
February poll of nearly 8,000
California  voters suggest
continued broad public sup-
port for policies aimed at re-
ducing the spread of the cor-
onavirus in schools, even as
protests against mask and
vaccine mandates garner
public attention in school
districts across the state.

“Feople really want the
schools to gel back to where
they were said Mark
DiCamillo, director of the
Berkeley 1GS Poll. “But the
desire to open schools is
tempered with these feelings
that these precautions
should still be in place.™

[See Poll, A14]

Herd immunity
remains elusive

Expeorts say it’s unlikely
the Omicron wave will
lead to the pandemic
goal. PERSPECTIVES, A%
Another vaccine
shows promise
Sanofi, GlaxoSmithKline
say their COVID-18 shot
has 100% efficacy against
severe disease. NATION, A7

A UKRAINIAN soldier keaps

UKRA

watch not far from Russia-backed separatists near

SERGEI BUFINSKY AFPiGetty Images

TAN leader Volodymyr Zelensky had urged

the U N. Security Council to try to stop the invasion.

Invasion also comes in cyberspace

Hackers have long
targeted Ukraine, but
may hit infrastructure
to deepen the chaos.

By Nasia BuLos

KEYTIWV, Ukraine — The at-
tack began just before noon

First the websites of
Ukraine's Defense Ministry
and army went dark. Then
customers of the country's
two largest state-owned

banks couldn't access their
ACCOUNtS — Or, WOrse, saw
their balances suddenly
drained to zero. Fake text
messages from Polish, Aus-
trian and Estonian numbers
popped up on their phones,
warning them that ATMSs
were down

“Then the snow ball
started to roll,” said intelli-
Zence officer Yuri Shehigo!
as the massive Feb. 15 online
assault engulfed Ukraine's
central bank, the president's
office. the Foreign Ministry,
the security service and a

ANATOLII STEFANGY AFP/OOILY Images
Shchastia in the east.

ALEXEI MIEOLSEY Posl Photo

RUSSITIAN Prosideont Wiadimir Putin sounded a bel
ligerent note in announcing the attack on Ukraine.

raft of other state portals,
disabling their websites for
hours.

By early the following
momming. the disruption was
largely over. It left little darm-
age: Even those whose bank
accounts showed zero found
their money untouched. But
for SBhehigol and others in
Ukraine's cybersecurity
corps, it was yet another on-
slaught in an eight-year war
that — unlike its real-life
counterpart — has never
guieted dowmn.

Another attack Wednes-

day hit a number of banks as
well as the national parlia-
ment, the Cabinet of Min-
isters and Foreign Ministry
websites. Early Thursday,
Russlan President Viadimir
Futin announced that he
would proceed with a mili-
tary operation in Ukraine.
Ukrainians woke up to the
sounds ol explosions in what
Putin referred to as the “de-
militarization” of Ukraine,
demanding that the Ukrain-
ian military stand down.
As for the cyberattacks,
[See Cyberattacks, A6]

against intervention; Biden says ‘world will hold Russia accountable’

By ELI STOKOLS,
NaniH BULOS
AND TRACY WILEINSON

SHCHASTIA, Ukraine —
Fhile the UN. Security
Council was meeting to
avert war, explosions thun-
dered and flashed across
Ukraine early Thursday as
Russian President Vladimir
Putin ordered his forces to
attack the country after
weeks of failed diplomacy
and a massive military
buildup intended to recast
the map of Eastern Europe.

The move was a stunning
— if expected — play from a
leader who for weeks has
massed troops on Ukraine's
borders while brandishing
threatening rhetoric and
snubbing world leaders. The
latest incursion shatters
decades of relative peace in
Europe and is certain to elie-
it a forceful response from
the TS and NATO. Both
Washington and its trans-
atlantic allies have promised
to impose ewven harsher
sanctions than those en-
acted just days ago.

But Putin, who vowed to
liberate and protect the
Russia-backed separatist
eastern reglon of Ukraine,
was unbowed and belliger-
ent, warning other countries
to stay out of the conflict:
“Whoever tries to impede us,
let alone create threats for
our country and its people,
must know that the Russian
response will be immediate
and lead to the conse-
quences you have never seen
in history.”

President Biden swiftly
condemned Russia's attack
and said he would meet with
other world leaders on
Thursday to discuss a re-
Sponse.

“The prayers of the entire
world are with the people of
Ukraine tonight as they suf-
fer an unprovoked and un-
justified attack by Russian
military forces,” Biden said.
"President Putin has chosen
a premeditated warthat will
bring a catastrophic loss of
life and human suffering.
Russia alone is responsible
for the death and destruc-
tion this attack will bring,
and the United States and
its allies and partners will re-
spond in a united and deci-
sive way. The world will hold
Russia accountable.™

The Russian operation
was a blatant affront to di-
plomacy and the United Na-
tions Security Council,
which was meeting at the
urging of Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky
to stop an invasion that

[See Ukraine, Ad]

Trump’s stance
divides the GOP

The former president
seems to side with Russia
as he praises Putin and
mocks Biden. maTion, a7

Permit issue stalls O.C. oil spill probe

ALLEN J. SCHABEN L.
BIOLOGISTS assess Newport Beach tide pools after the October oil spill that
sent at least 25,000 gallons of crude gushing into the waters off Orange County.

Investigators say they
can’t make progress
without federal OK

to remove pipeline.

By RICHARD WINTON
AaND Lavea J NELSON

A federal investigation
into the Octoberoil spill that
tarred parts of the Orange
County coast has been
stalled for several months
while officials wait for per-
mission to cut apart, remove
and analyze a portion of the
ruptured pipeline.

The U.S. Coast Guard
said Wednesday that the
agency is still waiting for per-
mits from federal officials
before cutting apart the San
Pedro Bay pipeline and
transporting the damaged
section to a lab for analysis.

That analysis, which was
expected to start in 2021,
could help reveal how long

[ See Ol spill, AS]

ways with
LeBron James?
To avoid a decade of
mediccrity, the Lakers
should trade away
their superstar, Bill
Plaschke writes.
SPORTS, B10

Nuclear deal
with Iran nears
A revived agreement
appears imminent, but
it doesn't look as if it
will be the “longer,
stronger” one prom-
ised. woRLD. A3

State will target
plastic waste
Panel’s sweeping rac-
ommendations call for
a variety of measures
to prevent ocean pollu-
tion, CALIFORNLA, Bl

Weather
Sunmny, still cool.
L.A. Basin: 6140, B6

L

7 5

After years of violations, Tesla gets a modest $275,000 EPA fine. A10
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El Leeds de Bielsa
sufrio otra goleada
frente al Liverpool

Justo cuando pelea porevitar el descenso, fue
vapuleado por G-0; es1a 12 derrota del equipo
en 25 partidos de la Premier League; estia
tres puntos de la zona roja. Deportes, pigina 3

espectaculos

manand

ELTEATRO DEL MUNDO,
ENEL GRAN ESCENARIO
DE BUENOS AIRES

El Festival Internacional (FIBA), que empieza
neluye propuestas locales e
internacionales en lasque conviven obrasen
espacios piblicos v de realidad virtual.

CUATRO DETENIDOS
MAS EN LA CAUSA DE
GENERACION ZOE

sociedad

Fueron apresados en Cordoba; tres de ellos
son policias; Cositorto, lider de laempresa,
sigue prafugoy anuncid queel 7 de marzo
reestructurari la compaiin. Pagina 21
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La discusion
por la suba de
tarifas retrasa
el acuerdo
con el Fondo

peuDaA. El FMI reclama un ajuste que supere
la inflacion, cercana al 60%; Guzmadn lo
rechaza y busca que esté ligado a los salarios

Ladiscusion porel aumentoque de-
berian tener las tarifas de luz y gas
entorpece el clerre de la renegocia-
cidn de ladenda entre el Gobiernoy
el Fondo Monetario Intemacional
(FMI). Laresolucion del temaescla-
ve, dado que de eso dependen la re-
ducciondel déficit fiscal yla ermision
monetaria, corazdn de un potencial
acuerdo. Sin embargo, fuentes ofi-
cialesafirmaron queconfian en que
el Gobierno y el organismo logren
sellarlo este fin desemana.

Segiin pudo saber La nacon, el
FMI pretende que las tarifas de
energiatengan unalzadel 60%, por
encima de la inflacidn estimada. E1
ministrode Economia, MartinGuz-
miin, rechazoel pedidoy quiereque
elaumentoestévinculadoalasuba

delos salarios. Sin embargo, admite
queelalzadebeser superioral 209,
ratificadopor LaCimporay el cris-
tinismo duro para esteafio,

En medio de la creciente incer-
tidumbre sobre la aprobacidn del
acuerdo en el Congreso, la Coali-
cion Civica propuso aver un pro-
yvecto de ley para que solo se vo-
te el financiamiento y se evite la
turbulencia de debatir cada uno
de los puntos del entendimiento.
Paginas8alo

El gas aumenta 20,
desde el martes, pero no
bajan los subsidios

Sofia Diamante

Paginag

Nueva pista
en busca de
la cocaina
adulterada

DROGAS. Tras conocerse que
la droga incautada a Joaquin “el
Paisa”™ Aquino no contenia car-
fentanilo, el opioide que combi-
nadocon cocaina catisd 24 muer-
tes, la investigacion apunta ahora
a uno de los histdricos jefes nar-
co del conurbano: Miguel Angel
“Mameluco” Villalba. Se realizé
ayer un operativo contra binke-
resdeventa de drogasinstalados
enSan Martinque serian contro-
lados por Villalba desde el penal
de Rawson. Pagina 26

Por no estar
vacunados,
no pueden
ir al colegio

COVID. En El Chaltén, unos 80
alumnos de niveles inicial v pri-
mario todavia no pudieron re-
tornar a las clases presenciales
porque no completaron el es-
quema de vacunacion contra el
coronavirus, Ese es ¢l requisito
que pideSanta Cruz para quelos
estudiantes puedan ingresar en
las aulas. Los padres de El Chal-
tén Presentaron un Amparo por
discriminacidn, que la Justicia
aceptd porque la vacunacion no
es obligatoria. Pagina23

—— LA NACION EN UCRANIA —

EE.UU. advierte que la
invasion rusa seria dentro de
dos dias v Kiev se moviliza

En la capital ucraniana impera un clima de shock; temen que Putin
ordene un ataque masivo; Biden aguarda una incursion a gran escala

Elisabetia Pigud

ENVIATS ESPECIAL

KIEV.~ Elena Klymenko dice que
prefiere abstraerse de la realidad,
ETCETTATSE €1 51 MISMa ¥ N0 Pensar.
“Silohago me pongoa lloraryme da
un atague de panico”, confiesa esta
psicologaucranianade38afios que
resume el clima de shock que reina

enKiev, lacapital de Ucrania, donde
todo hacambiadodramaticamente
desdeellunes, cuandoel aquidetes-
tado Viadimir Putin decidié patear
el tablero, desafiar al mundo occi-
dental y anexar, de hecho, la region
del Donbass, en el este, a unos 800
Kildmetros deanqui, pegadaala fron-
tera con Rusia. La jugada del lider
del Kremlin era desde hace tiempo

esperadaymuchos temen que sea el
preambulode unataquerusomasivo,
lo que levda Ucrania a movilizar re-
servistasyalosotrosgrandes actores
de este TEG explosivo, Estados Uni-
dos y la Unidn Europes, a aumentar
sanciones contra Moscil. Washing-
ton advirtio que la invasidn a gran
escala podria comenzar “dentro de
48 horas”, Continiia enla pigina2

Bomberos mtem.abar; mre-r salvar, e

i ; Vel

n Ihéra. auncarpincho afectado por el fuego

ISMAEL MACIA/CADENA 3

Polémica por el desastre en Corrientes

incENDIOS. Cabandié
enfrentd en el Senado
reclamos por la demora
en la ayuda: mas pérdidas
y animales afectados

Elministrode Ambientey Desarro-
llo Sostenible, Juan Cabandié, fue
ayer al Senadoa darexplicaciones
sobre el desastre que vive Corrien-
tes por los incendios forestales.

Enfrentd duros reproches por la
demaora en la ayuda. Las pérdidas,
mientras tanto, se acentian por el
avance delas llamas e intentan sal-
var a la fauna afectada. Pagina 18
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Ddlar cai a
R$ 5 com
incertezas
geopoliticas

O dolar atingiu ontem sua
menor cotacio frente ao
real desde junho de 2021,
fechando a R$ 5. Ante &
possibilidade de guerra
entre Riissia e Ucrdnia, in-
vestidores colocaram mais
dinheiro no Brasil, valori-
zando a moeda local.

0O recuo do ddélar, com
petrileoc e commodities
emalta, ndodeve reduzira
inflacdono pais. Mercadop.1

Esporte B7
Corinthians contrata
portugués Vitor
Pereira como seu
novo treinador

Ilustrada C1
Séries e filmes
sobre estelionatarios
reais fazem sucesso
no streaming

Guia Cé

Reaberto, bar Filial é
sombra do passado
em uma melancdlica
Vila Madalena

turismo
Para curtir
os feriados

Destines permitem
aproveitar folgas na
cidade ou no mato m

+ GO tem natureza e hotel
com aula de ecologia pz

+ Conhega locais de ‘And
Just Like That' em NY pe
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BOLSONARO USA GRAVATA COM DESENH!

Jeae Gabrisl Rodrigues Fatopress (Folhapress

OS DE FUZIS

Presidente vestiu o acessorio em ceriménia sobre o Plano Nacinal do Desporto, em Brasilia

A pandemia em 23.fev Dados das 200

POPULAGAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil

famepramadee,, 82,2%
Tk e TL.8%
Dose de reforgn zs's%
Sem rua, Carnaval
fica restrito a
quem pode pagar

O avanco da dmicron fez
com gue prefeituras dos
principais destinos car-
navalescos cancelassem
eventos de rua, mas festas
fechadas estao liberadas,
desde que cumpram pro-
ocolos. Organizadores de
blocos apontam para eli-
LZagio, Cotidiano B1

Mos estados

Ao menos 1ciclo Dosede
urnadose completa  reforga

sP BO5m  BOER  A26m
P 08w  7A0W  262%
PE 83,8% 75w 33,3%
MG B19%  749% 3,0%

TENDENCIAS /
DEBATES A3

Cristiano Zanin e
vValeska T. Martins
Lula ndo estd livre por
causa de Moro, mas sim
porgue foi feita justica

Styvenson Valentim
Nao, meu caro Fldvio,
quem soltou Lula
foiTair Bolsonaro

ESTAGIO DA DOENCA

Gbitos

Meédia movel Emlidh
954

803\ 5,0 ik

——— 645450

Casos -l -41 3= (sceierada)

*varisgho em relagho » 14 dias

Jogo de empurra

e rixas deixam
terceira via isolada
A 3%via expds nesta sema-
naas dificuldades do cam-
podacentro-direita noen-
frentamento a Lula e Jair
Bolsonaro, com pressies
para gue nomes abram

mio das pré-candidatu-
ras e divergéncias sobre o
momentode uma eventual
aglutinacio. PoliticaAdeAS

R% 5,00

Putin ordena
inicioda
acao militar
na Ucrania

Anuncio foi feito nas primeiras horas
de quinta, apds Uniao Europeia e EUA
decretarem novas sang¢oes a Moscou

O presidente russo, Viadi-
mir Purtin, deflagrou nas pri-
meiras horas desta quinta
(24) uma operagac militar
na Ucrdnia com o declara-
do intuito de “proteger a po-
pulagio do Donbass”, regiao
doleste dovizinho onde ele
reconheceu dreas separatis-
tas pri-Riissia, relata o en-
viado especial Igor Gielow.

Arca conclusao desta edi-
¢Ao, ndo havia sinais de uma
invasdo em larga escala —a
intencao comunicada pelo
Kremlin era enviar tropas
para as dreas rebeldes et-
nicamente rssas no pais
vizinho. Equipes de TV da
rede CNN, porém, ouviram
explosdes a distincia naca-
pital ucraniana, Kiev, € em
Kharkiv, perto de Donbass.

Se o bombardeio for con-
firmado, Moscou estari es-
calando a invasio de uma
area ocupada desde 2014
para uma guerra contra a
Ucrania. O governo de Vo-
lodimir Zelenski conta com
o a]po:iodas forcas da Otan,
a alianga militar capitanea-
da por Washington.

O anincio de Putin foi
feito no momento em gue
Conselho de Seguranca da
ONU realizava uma reuni-
ao de emergéncia que aden-
trou a maémgada em No-
va York. Horas antes, Es-
tados Unidos e Uni&o Eu-
ropeia haviam anunciado
mais sangdes a Moscou.

O Parlamento da Ucrdnia
aprovou instaurar estado
de emergéncia. Mundo a1

Petrobras tem lucro recorde
de R$ 106 bilhoes em 2021

No ano em gue o consumi-
dor brasileiro pagou pre-
gos recordes dos combus-
tiveis, a Petrobras apresen-
tou o maior lucro de sua his-
toria, de R$ 106,6 bilhoes,
crescimento de1.400% ante
2020. A companhia anunci-
ou mais R$ 37,3 bilhoes em
dividendos aos acionistas.

Segundo a empresa, o
desempenho recorde de
zozarefletea altade 77% do
preco em reais do petrdlec
Brent, maiores volumes co-
mercializados no mercado
interno e melhores margens
na venda de combustiveis,
além de reversao de perdas
contibeis. Mercadop.2

ST] adia julgamento
sobre planos de sadde
Apds pedido de vista, corte
interrompeu pela segunda
vez julgamento que deter
minard se as operadoras
estio obrigadas a cobrir
procedimentos nao inchai-
dos em lista estipulada pe-
la Agéncia Nacional de Sa-
tide Suplementar. Bs

EDITORIAIS A2

Apuragdo rachada
Sobre investigagbes em
torno de Flavio Bolsonaro,

Mais negligéncia
Acerca de atraso na oferta
de remédios contra Covid.
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Llanismo se reunio y en un acalorado encuentro no unifico su posicion

Vuelta a sesiones tendra juicio a
Quiiionez como tema principal

Hay legisladores que ya quieren que se presente ante la Camara de Diputados el libelo
acusatorio. Destacan la pérdida de confianza de amplios sectores en el Ministerio Publico.
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LE GRAND RETOUR

DU CHANTEUR APRES
SEPT ANS D'ABSENCE pace 20

France métropolitaine

uniguerment
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KESSEL, PEREZ-REVERTE, RASPAILL..
CES JOURNALISTES DE TERRAIN

DEVENUS ECRIVAINS NoTRE SUPPLEMENT

PRESIDENTIELLE
Le bal des trahisons

et des ralliements
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ITALIE

Le pays encore
marque par Mani
pulite pacen

ENVIRONNEMENT
En France, I'état
desressources

en poissons est en
nette amelioration

PAGE 14

ENTRETIEN
Pablo Longoria:
«Je ne powrrais
jamais vivre
autant d'émotions
qu'a I'OM > pace1s

AUTOMOBRBILE
Recette gagnante
de Tavares

chez Stellantisraces

SANTE

Le vaccin anti-
Covid de Sanofi
enfin pl’é‘t PAGE 26

«Les
chroniques
de Vincent
Trémolet
de Villers

L Ukraing Se prépare_
3 une invasiohirisse

'

ETHAN SWOPE/ BLOOMEERG VIA GETTY IMAGES

Kiev a décrété I'état d'urgence et la mobilisation des réservistes. Des renforts sont acheminés a I'est
et au nord du pays pour parer aux différents scénarios d'une attaque de MOSCOWU. paces2 A seTLEnmORAL

Le nombre de détenus

étrangers s’accroit

dans les prisons francaises

En dix ans, entre 2011 et 2021, 1a

une facture avoisinant les

" Retraites : I'inéluctable
réforme du prochain
quinquennat

et deLuc Ferry
= Letéte atéte
de Charles
Jaigu

= Des extraits
du nouvel
ouvrage de
Malika Sorel

« L'analyse
d'Amaury
Coutansais-
Pervinquiére
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Réponses a la question
de mercredi:

Pensez-vous

que les sanctions
pourront dissuader
Vladimir Poutine
d'envahir I'Ukraine?

QUI NON
8% 92%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 2854891

s=— Votez aujourdhui
== gur lefigar

w = o= Occidentaux
—  doivent-ils armer

> e |25 Ukrainiens ?
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part des détenus étrangers dans
les établissements pénitentiai-

00 millions d’euros par an. Si
des dispositifs de rapatriement

res francals est passée de 17,2 %
a environ 25 . Plus de la mod
ti¢ viennent d'Afrique,

pour

existent, leur mise en ceuvre est
51 complexe qu'ils ne sont pres-
que jamais activés. PAGELZ

B3 EDITORIAL per phitipe cate ppcicieigaross
La guerre annoncée

andis que Viadimir Poutine suit son
plan de marche, les Européens et
- avec un peu moins d'illusions - les
Américains s'accrochent au vague
espodr que leurs sanctions « propor-
tionnées » feront réfléchir le maitre do
Kremlin. Sans doute faut-il étre atteint d'hy
permétropie pour ne pas voir se dérouler sous
nos yeux un soénario derit 4 'avance - et déja
eprouvé en Géorgie : l'intervention «defensi-
ves all secours des «popdations mendacdes »
des nouvelles «républiques independantes - du
Donbass étant désormais bordée juridique-
ment et politiquement, Il n'y a plus qu'a chol
sir un prétexte pour la déclencher, en toute
< [egitimireé =,
Au risque d'en fournir un a Moscou, les
Ukrainiens, qui ne sont pas dupes, ont entre-
pris de se préparer 4 la guerre. Le président
ZLelensky a ordonné la conscription des ré-
servistes et deécrété 1'état d'urgence pour
trente jours 4 compter de ce jeudi. On n'en est
pas encore i la mobilisation générale, méme
si des renforts font route vers les frontiéres
menacees a 'est et au nord du pays. L'armeée
russe est cing fois plus grande que la leur,
mais les autorités de Kiev savent qu'elles
n'auront pas le choix de esquive.

C'est précisément I"'option retenue par les Oc

cldentaux, qui débattent sans vergogne pour
savoir 5i la présence militaire russe dans les
provinees séoessionnistes constitue en sol une
«imvasion = de I'Ukraine. On entend d'ici
glousser Vladimir Poutine, 2 qui Joe Biden a
promis qu'il n'en-

SaIlCtlons verrait pas un fan-
OCCidentalES. lassin, méme pour

. évacuer des Ameri-
le choix cains. A 'Ouest, on

de 1'E.Squive ergote sur les puni-
tlons économigues -
progressives, elles interviennent toujours i re
tardement et risquent d’envover un message
de faiblesse; massives, elles peuvent comsti
tuer une provocation et justifier un passage a
'acte, puisque la facture est déja érablie.
Cedilemme montre combien [l s'agit, par défi
nition, de I"arme des désarmés. On ne préten-
dra pas qu'il serait préférable de se battre - on
d'en laisser planer l'incertitude. Les sanctions
ne doivent d'ailleurs pas &tre si inoffensives,
puisque le Kremlin se donne la peined"annon-
cer une riposte « forte et doudoureuse . Mais il
faut ne pas attendre de miracle de notre postu
re d'évitement : aux yeux de Poutine, nous
n'agitons qu'un tigre de papier. m
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Quel que soit le futur chef de
I'Etat, les retraites s'impose-
rant comme I'un des dossiers
prioritaires. En perte de
18 milliards d'euros, le systé

me restera « durablement en

Estimalions ¢l conseils
sur rendez-veus

@n France &t dans toutes
les grandes villes o Eu

Cunluel PFiarra-Alban

déficit » si rien n'est fair, se-
lon la Cour des comptes, Par-
mi les candidats, seuls Valérie
Pécresse et Eric Zemmour
proposent un reléevement de
I"dge de départ. PAGES2ZET23
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‘I1didn’t think this |Yeswe can!How the British fell
would happen"

Yellowjackets’
Melanie Lynskey

onraunch, rage,

and her ‘rival’
Kate Winslet
()

Kremlin claims separatist
territories call for more
military aid from Russia

Andrew Roth Moscow
Emma Graham-Harrison Kyiv
Julian Borger Washington

Ukraine's president has said Russia
hasapproved an offensive against his
country and that Vladimir Putin had
not responded to a request for talks,
as Moscow appeared to set the stage
foranimminent large deployment of
troops acrass the border.

In a 10-minute address posted
on Telegram last night that directly
addressed the Russian peopleas well
as Ukrainians, Volodymyr Zelenskiy
said: “Today I initiated a phone call
with the president of the Russian Fed
eration. The result was silence.”

He said the people of Ukraine
wanted peace, but “if someone
attempts to take away our land, our
freedom, our lives, the lives of our
children, we will defend ourselves,

“It will be our faces you see, not
our backs.”

Ukraine earlier declared a state of
emergency, mobilised reserves and
told nearly 3 million of its citizens to
leave Russia as the US warned that
Vladimir Putin had assembled almost
100% of the forces needed to launch
a large-scale invasion.

Late last night the Kremlin said it
had received an official request for
military aid from the leaders of the

Gonsy

State of emergency in Ukraine as
Kyiv warns Putin is set to invade

A Viadimir Putin takes part in a wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Moscow yesterday,
marking Defender of the Fatherland Day, which honours the Russian army siomocrav: aLEE NIKOLSKY/ TASSIG

Student loan payments
extended to 40 years

Sally Weale

Education correspandent

Students in England will have to
pay back university loans over 40
vears instead of 30 under swingeing
reforms designed to save the Treas-
ury tens of billions of pounds.

5400_u1165

The number of students ex pected
to pay back their loan in full is to
double from underaquarter (23%)to
mare than half (52%)asa result ofthe
changes, which will see many grad
uates paying for their degree until
retirement in what was described as
a “lifelong graduate tax™.

In a move designed to sugar the

pill, interest rates on student loans
will be slashed for new borrowers
and set at no higher than the rate of
inflation from next year - but experts
said this would disproportionately
benefit higher earning graduates,

The controversial measures form
the backbone of the government's
long-awaited response to the Augar
review of post-18 education and
funding, which will be detailed ina
statement to parliament today,

In a double whammy, graduates
will also be asked to start paying off

their debt sooner after the @e
government confirmed
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two Russian-controlled territories
ineast Ukraine, setting the stage for
Russiate rwul.aldr[.L'dL|~|c|\|m1|lclf
troops into the country imminently,

The separatist leaders asked Mos-
cow to “help repel the aggression of
the Ukrainian armed forces in order
to avoid civilian casualties and a
humanitarian catastrophe in the
Donbas”, said the Kremlin spokes-
person Dmitry Peskov,

Putin received parliamentary
authorisation to deploy his forces
to Ukraine on Tuesday but claimed
he had not sent troops there yet.
Mare than 60% of Russia’s ground
forces are deployed close to Ukraine’s
borders, threatening a potential all-
out invasion that could capture the
country’s capital, Kyiv.

It appeared last night that Rus-
sian forces could formally occupy
the Donetsk and Luhansk regions for
the first time since fighting began in
2014. Last night, the Ukrainian for-
eign minister, Dymtro Kubel, said
the request was a further escalation
and called for an urgent UN security
councilmeeting, The Ukrainian pres-
ident, Volodymyr Zelenskiv, said that
Putin had not replied to his invitation
to hold talks.

“We are potentially close to some
sort ofaction,” the Pentagon spokes-
person, John Kirby, said last night,
adding: “Russian forces continue to
assemble closer to the border.”

As Russian diplomats evacuated
their embassy in the capital, the
Ukrainian government said
amassive cyber-attack had

Meat-eating linked to
higher risk of cancer

Denis Campbell
Health policy editor

Vegetarians havea 14% lower chance

of developing cancer than carnivores,

according toastudy that links meat-

cating toa higher risk of the disease.
Ateam of researchers from Oxford

University analysed data on more
than 470,000 Britons and found that
pescatarians had a 10% reduced risk,
Compared with regular meat eaters

defined as more than five times a
week - thosewhoate small amounts
had a 2% lower risk of developing
cancer, the study found

“In this ]'.i:,'_':l: British oe



