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Belarus says Russian troops will
stay as West seeks Ukraine talks

® Fresh push for Putin meeting & Conflict on eastern [ront escalates & Kyiv vulnerable

MAX SEDOGN — MOSCOW
WICTOR MALLET — PARIS

Eelarus sald that 30,0040 Fussian roops.

Briefing

= England’s Covid rules scaled back
Boris johnson is teday expected toanneunce the
scrapping of the legal requirement toself-isolate
afterapositive Lest when he outlines England’s
strategy for “Iving with Covid ™ — puce 2

= UK and EU race to rewrite [inance rules
Eritain shoull quickly rewrite legacy EU inancial
rules o create an *investa snt big bang”, says Jacsh
Rees-Mogg. Brexit oppormanithes minister, as
Whitehall frets Brussels has had 5 head start — Face 2
= Ml West culs lossil huel ex posure

Mat Wiest has sabd 1t will stop

partbcipating in jolnt drills would stay In dolng business with certaln coal

the country indefinitely, as western companies and end lending toa

leaders initiated a fresh effort bo main- number of il and gas majors

tain dialogue with viadimir Putin in a Lt dho ot brve “credlible™ a

b to deter an attack on Ulkraine.

The anncuncement by Belarus came
an the day the joint military exercises
were schaduled to end and added to
western fears that Russk ks planning an
inreasion of Ukraine.

Moscow has massed as many as
AN broops on Ukraine's borders.
The figure includes those participating
in the Belarus drills, which had been
s pprosesd bo retwrn to base.

The conflict between Russia-backed
separatisis and gover nment forces in
the Donbas reglon of eastern Ukraine
hasescalated in recent days.

The separatists have acoused Ulorain-
Fam woops of breaching the ceasefire and
ardersd an evacuation of civilians, ina
move Kyiv and its western allies said
enuld be a prefude to s Busstan imvasion,
Kylv has reported heavy shelling on its.
positions onthe front Bme.

Emmarnuel Macron, France’s presi-
dent, spoke to his Russian counterpart

decarbonisation plans.— pace n

= Camelot set to face lottery battle

Rivals are preparing for alegal challenge if Camelot
Izawarded the comtract to mun Britalns national
lottery fora foaurth term, arguing the tendering
system 3 MW ERLIANLS, — FAGE 2

= China seals military deal with Palkistan
China s selling 25 of its most advamnced fighber jois,
Foar Frigates and ug to etghtattack submarinesto
Paldstan ina deal seenas a challenge to India, their
mutual fhval.— pace s

= Investors wary of linking pay to ESG
cutting theuse of plastic straws helped starbocks"
chief execurive sarn his anmeal bormes kst year, but
Imvestors are becoming suspichous of Hnking bosses”
payioemdironmental and sodal targets.— pace s

= SoltBank backs ‘inclusive’ IPO groug
FPrimaryBid, a start-up that allows UE retail
iervestors b buy shures Instock market lstings, has
beenvalued at wpyto 700mn in a fundraising led by

Viadimir Putin yesterday in what a SoftBank and Hedoso phia— pase n
Fremch affickal describved as “part of the
last possible and mecessary efforts to  Marching for “through the foreign ministries and  settled, until we knowthatthe tanksare  been ramped up to the maximum” in
avold a major conflict”. peace political advisers of the Normandy for-  rolling, the planes are flylng and the  the Donbas. Datawatch
France sald that Putin had agreed  Protesters mat countries”, a reference to Russia,  aggression has fully begun, we're going “any spark, any unplanned event or
with Macron on an “Intense effort™ to  carry a giant Ulkraine, Germany and France, o do everything we canto prevent it.”  minor provocation could lead to frre-
organise & trilateral meeting today  Ukrainian flag “It falls upon these contacts to ensure. he said. versible consequences” he said. He Judging the judges I the past thres
bepwesn Russia, Ukralneand the Organ-  during arally n Iz restored and progress in Lloyd Anstin, US secretaryof defence,  repeated Putin's dendals that Rmssia Z who have am opinion of wuars, the share of
Esztion for Security and Co-operationin  the southern regulating the Donbas conflict is made,”  sald Russla could move "a significamt  would attack Tkoraine. the LS Supreme Court Ammatimand with &
Europe with the nim of enforcing the  city of Odesa. it said], withoul confirming any specific  amount of combat pawer very quickly Barks Johnson, UK prime minister, - 100 virwof
oeaselire on the 500km “wontact line™in  yesterday agreement on mors lalks. o take Kyiv™ sl the UK and U8 could target. Russia’s TEUSISE a0 mlm
enstern Ukmine. r;‘-‘:wm Putin blamed the clashes in sastern W seea kit ol Lunks, prmioured viehi access W lorelgn currency as part of a &0 B .
Antomy Blinken, Us secretary of state, Vkraine on “provocations by Ukrainian ~ cles, we see a lot of artillery, we see  sanctions regime in the event of confiict. T paintn, Thaa court
said that Joe Bider, US president, was secarity forces™ but the US accused  rocket forces. If [Putin] employs that  “We are, with our American friends, A i e

“prepared o meet Preshdent Putin at
anytime, inany format, Uthat can help

Moscow of creating false pretexts for an
attack.

Kind of combat power, it will certainly
create enormons casualties within a

golng to stop them trading in pounds
and dollars,” be sakd.

PrEVETE & W Blinken said Washington believed  civilian population,” Austin told ABC  Addition o reparting oy fasmine Comernom- Aug Jan Jan an Beden has phedgesd
The Eremlin said Fussia's president that Putin had decided to invade Mews Chilleste in London and Aime Willioms in 201% 20 n 22 o nomines the
“recognised the iImportance”™ of finding Ukradme, bat that diplomacy was stillan Dmitry Peskov, Putln’s spokesman,  Washlngon S P st ot R ————

a diplomatic solation to the crisis aplion. “Even il the die is cast, untilits  told state television thal “tensionshave  News & analysls page &

Sewage leaks test patlence
of Pennon's customers

Almost all the water companies In
Englard and Wales have cut capital
spending since Thy wene orivatised.
But Pernon, one of three stock market
listed providers of water and sewaoe
services In the UK, has wielded the axe
mast vigorcushy. The awner of South
Waest Water now boasts the mast

ex pereve water bills a5 well 25 a
dismal record on pollufion. Fed-up
reskdents say It 5 time 1o focies on
stapping the sewage keaks.

Flood of Indighation - paci 1

0il maj

in stock buvbacks as energy prices soar

TOH WILSSN

%mmwmammmscw
buy back shares at near record levels
this year as soaring oil and gas prices
enable them ta deliver bumper profits
e bonst retarmes lor investors.

The seven supermajors — including BF,
Shell. ExxonMobil and Chevron — are
pedsed to retumn §38kn to sharehalders
through buyback pregrammes sccord-
ing o data from Bernstein Research.
Investment bank BRC Capital Markets
putsthe total Fgure at $41bn.

That would be almest deuble the
&21bn in buylmcks completed in 2014 —
when ol lust Uraded above $100 a barre]

and the biggest total simce 006

The plans underscore the strength of
compankes that are reaping the rewards
of a resurgence In energy demand as
lockdown restrictions are rolled back.

Gas prices are at recond levels and ofl
s trading at a seven-year high of $95 a
barrel, resulting im big profits for the
supenmajor group which alao incdsdes
TotalEnergies, End and Equineor.

Banks, including Goldman Sachs,
expect Brent crude to trade at more
than $100 later this year, with some pre-
dicting that if Russia invades Ulkralne it
will trigger an even sharper dse In
enargy costs.

Riraj Barkhataria at RBC Capital Mar-
kets sakd: “The sector isin the best shape
it’s been in for a long time, MNow the
questbon 12 the doration of the cycle”
The underperformance of the compa-
hes’ idires during the pandermbe rasant
that management teams felt their
shares were undervabued amd that buy-
backs were cheag, e adied.

shell is set to lead the pack, buying
barkrmwuunnlbnrﬂ’#!:r\ncrmd-

ing to RBC and Bernsteln. Chevron
bought back shares worth $1.4bn in
2021 and will spend $3bn to $5bn on
Toaryhuacks this yesr.

Pressure to cut emissions and the
uncerfainty over future demand has
meant that oil and gas compantes are
also investing less in replacing supphy
than inthe past, leaving management
teams with even more cash.

But some critics have suggested buy-
backs are diverting capital away from
(the transiton to renewable enengy.

Mick Stansbury, head of climate solu-
thoms at Legal and General Investmeant
Management, said companies had Lo
“sirike a balance® gven Lhe uncertsdn-
thes surmounding future energy demand.

BP's 2021 results were its best in elght
years ansl Chevron and Excion reported
their highest profits since 2014,
Bonuses tied ho ESG targats page B
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“All the MNews
That's Fit to Print™
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Late Edition
Today, mostly  sunny, noticeably
milder. high 52. Tonight, clear to
partly cloudy, Gairly mild, low 41, To-
morrew, cloudy, mild, rain and driz-
zle, high 56. Weather map, Page B7.
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LAMES HILL FOR THE MEW FORK TIMES

Marching in the Olympics’ closing ceremony on Sunday as Beijing handed off to Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo, ltaly, the 2026 hosts.

How the Sandy Hook Families
Emerged Triumphant in Court

By ELIZABETH WILLIAMSON
The image stopped him cold
Josh Koskoff, a Connecticut law-
¥Or, was scanning crime scene
photos of the 2002 Sandy Hook
school shooting when he notbced
“raped mags” on a classroom
floor, two ammunition magazines
crudely duct-taped together to
speed reloading,

Ihegnnman h.add ropped then
during his rampage that killed 20
first graders and six educators in
MNewtown, Conn.

That photo was a "checkmate
moment,” Mr. Koskofl said, in the
novel legal strategy that ulti-
mately resulted in the 573 million
sertlement last week for the fam-
ilies of nine Sandy Hook victims
from insurers for Remingron, the
maker of the Bushmaster AR-15-
style rifle used in the massacre, It
was the largest payout so far in a
mass-shooting-related case
against a gun manufacturer.

The settlement was also the lat-

Long-Awaited Victories
Ower Conspiracists
and a Gun Maker

est in a half-dozen legal victories
by the families that have renewed
scrutiny of the gun industry and of
the rising tide of misinformation
that engulfed Sandy Hook Left
devastated nine years ago when
the Senate failed to pass even
modest gun control legislation af-
ter the massacre, the families
have now won on two difficult
fronts — against a gun manufac-
turer amd against  conspiracy
theorists, including Alex Jones

through persistence, creative le-
gal strategies and in the case of
the conspiracists, the technolog-
ical expertise of Lenny Pozner, a
parent who foresaw the long-term
danger of rampant social media

Continued on Page Al4

Covering the Stains With Glitter,
Beijing Closes the Winter Games

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
and KEVIN DRAPER

BEIJNING — All along, Chinese
officials  insisted  that  the
Olympics were not about palitics,
but rather sports, In the end, con-
roversy  and scandal haunted
those, too.

For all of China's efforts to carry
on the Winter Games with a fes-
tive spirit, Beijing 2022 unfolded
as a joyviess spectacle: constricted
by aglobal health disaster frawght
with geopolitical tensions, tainted
once again by accusations of dop-
ing and overshadowed by the cri-
sis in Ukraine.

Athletes  marched  into the
Birds Mest stadium in Beijing on
Sunday night to the sound of Bee-
thoven's Ninth Symphony, closing
the most contentious Olympics in
wears with a display of traditional

Chinese knots, red lantems and a
that

final burst of fireworks
lighted up a cold, clear night.
Amid the pomp of the clo

Spectacle Shadowed by
Political Tensions and
a Doping Scandal

ceremony, China could celebrate
pulling off the Games on schedule,
despite everything. It is a success,
however, as measured by the low
bar of avoiding total disaster.

The most indelible memory of
these Winter Olympics — heside
images of Olympic workers and
wolunteers enrobed in hazmat
gear — will very likely be that of a
15-yvear-oll Russian skater falling
on the iee after ng allowed Lo
compete despite a test showing
traces of a banned heart medicine.

The skater, Kamila Valieva,
broke into tears after her dismal
performance, only to be berated
by her coach, leaving organizers
and observers alike to ponder how

Continued on Page DE

In Redrawn District, Staten Island and Park Slope Make Odd Pair

By KATIE GLUECK
At The Original Goodfella’s, a
well-known Staten Island pizzeria
where photographs of Republican
politicians are prominently  dis-
played, the news sank in
painfully: This borough, a rare
conservative outpost of New York
City, was being tossed into a con-
gressional district with the liberal
Tesidents of Park Slope, Brooklyn.
“Park Slope is more of a young-
er erowd with yuppies, hipsters™
said Carlo Dangelo, 28, a Trump
supporter who, when asked about
who won the 2020 presidential
election, said, “Only the man in

the shy, only God, knows"

Staten Island was more “fam-
ily-oriented and tradittonal” he
ed, speaking near a fra
display of a fork that ex-mayor Bill
de Blasio, a Park Slope resident,
scandalously used to eat pizza.
“Is twor different, completely dif-

ferent, viewpoints™

The feeling was mutual outside
the Park Slope Food Coop, the fa-
mously liberal Brooklyn grocery
where social consciousness per-
vades every aisle, in a neighbor-
hood that is home to many lefi-
leaning families. Pamela Plunkett,
57, stond nearby, across the street
from a meditation center, as she
questioned how the wildly diver-

RS FOR THE MEW YO TIMES

Staten Island, home to many Trump voters, will share a House seat with a liberal area of Brooklyn.

gent politics and needs of resi-
dents in the new district would
work

=] hate to say it, they're one of
the five boroughs, but it's almost
like they're an cutlicr” she sald of

Staten Island, noting differences
in attitudes around isswes includ-
ing politics and the pandemic.
“That's why I'm worried about be-
ing grouped in with them=

The once-in-a-decade redis-

tricting effort has created unusual
congressional  district lines  all
over the country, refleciing a par-
tisan process embraced by Re-
publicans and Democrats alike.
Continwed on Page ALF

Russia’s Invasion Options

Test How West Will React

Rebel Enclaves Sit|Swallowing Ukraine

at Strife’s Center

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

STANYTSIA LUHAMNSKA,
Ukraine — People pass the bare-
bones checkpoint dragging
wheeled suitcases along  the
muddy pavement, crossing one of
the starkest political divides in
Europe today.

In pale winter sunshine on Sun-
day afternoon, Gleb ¥Yegorov, 17,
miade his way into Ukraine ul'r.n:r
navigating a half-mile buffer zome
and then crossing a pedestrian
bridge strung over a ravine, Artil-
lery boomed in the distance.

Behind him was the Ru
hacked separatist enclave omy
as the Luhansk People’s Republic,
which he said he was flecing to
avoid the draft. He barely made it
our, he sald, after an elght-hour in-
terrogation on the separatist side
of the crossing, and would never
0 back.

“Theres no future for
there," he said. “They send boy s to
!:e frn_|113nd don’t think about it if

Republic am’:l its fellow breakaway
Ukrainian enclave, the Donetisk
People’s Republic, were largely ig-

tle political entities,
throwbacks with internal politics
too esoteric to merit much atten-
tion from the outside world,

But now that the biggest war in
Europe in decades may hinge on
them, it sometimes seems as
Luhansk and Donetsk are all any-
one is thinking about.

With Ukraine surrounded by
Russian forces, Western govern-
ments warn that Moscow may use
the two Russian-backed republics
as the stage for a “false flag™ at-
tack on ethnic Russian civilians —
and then cite it as justification
when they storm across the bor-
der.

The divide between thes
states and Ukraine is res i
of the Berlin Wall — that is, asepa-
ration that grew not out of lan-
guage or ethnicity but from Cold
‘War-style politics. On one side of

Ukraine,
tion aspiring o integrate with Eu-
ropean democracies, On the other
are about 3.5 million people living
in virtual police states,

The worry is that these territo-
ries will become the setting for &
catastrophe, whether staged or
accidental, that could lead to far
wider violence. A stray shell, for
example, might hit a residential
building, or there could be a ter-
rorist attack on feecing refugees.
Whatever the situation, Ukraime
would be blamed, and Russia
would have a pretext to invade.

Russia, despite repeated aceu-
sations from the West, says that it
Continued on Page AT

vs. Nibbling at It

By DAVID E. SANGER

MUNICH — When President
Biden declared on Friday that he
was convinced President Viadi-
mir V. Putin of Russia had decided
to attack Ukraine “in the coming
week, In the coming days” the
skeptics among American allies
suddenty fell quiet. Hours before,
Mr. Biden had informed them that
American intelligence agencies
had just learned that the Kremlin
had given the order for Russian
military units to proceed with an
invasion.

MNow the debate has shifted w
Fvonar BIr. Purtin w o it in one
massive nationw attack; a se-
ries of bites that dismantle the
country, piece by piece; or a py-
thonlike squeere. That last option
is made all the easier with the
news Sunday morning that Bela-
rus is allowing Russian troops o
remain indefinitely, where they
can menace Kyiv, the Ukrainian
capital. Mr. Putin muight be betting
that he can shatter Ukraine’s

LYmIEY

JARID FOR THE NEW YORK TRMES
A woman in Ukraine leaving a
separatist region on Sunday.

economy and sust its government
without having to roll in tanks im-
mediately.

Mr Putin’s strategic choices
over the next few weeks may
make a huge difference in how the
world reacts.

If he strikes to take the whaole
country in a single blow — the ap-
proach that sentor American mili-
rary and m[elllgence officials '\m:l
many oulside analysts mow
is the most likely — it could pn}-
vaole the largest, most vislent bat-
tle for European territory since
the Nazi surrender in 1945,

There is little guestion that the
full package of sanctions and tach-
nology export cutoffs would be in-
woked almost immediately. Inter-
national condemmnation would fol-
low, though Mr. Putin may be beti-
ting that it would not last long and
that the world would gradually get
accustomed 10 a new, larger Rus-
sia reconstituting the sphere of in-
fluence that was once the hall-
miark of the old Soviet Union.

Continued on Page A6

ALLIANCE The Biden administration plBﬂS O COUNter & pact between
Vladimir V. Putin and Xi Jinping. portending a new Cold War. PAGE AB

Writers Wonder if People Want
To Curl Up With a Covid Novel

By ALEXANDRA ALTER

Twelve years ago, Sigrid Nunez
published “Salvation City,” a novel
about a boy whose parents
from a mysterious respiratory il
ness. She conjured a near-future
America that seemed like a far-off
dystopia, one where a rapidly
spreading virus upends society, as
schools close, supplies of hand
sanitizer and surgical masks
dwindle, understaffed hospitals
run out of ventilators, and new vi-
ral variants emerge, causing in-
fections to surge and recede in
waves.

Ms, Mumnez, who based her fic-
tional illmess on the 1918 flu, fig-

wred that “Salvation City”™ would
her one and only pandemic
movel,

Then history repeated itself,
and she found the subject was un-
avoidahle, Last winter, holed up in
her small apartment in downtown
Manhattan, she started writing a
novel that features a woman liv-
ing in New York during the first
wave of coronavirus infections,
whao starts to fray from the unre-
ng fear and uncertainty.

ing about the pandemic, which we
were living through, but it also
Corttinued on Page A2

MNATIONAL AlL-15

OBITUARIES Al16-17

C.D.C. [ Slow to Share Data
The agency has withheld from the
public critical details on Covid booster
shots, hospitalizations and, wntil re-
cently, wastewater analyses., PAGE AlZ

He Revamped the Rangers
Emile Francis, a onetime goaltender
who reshaped the team as its coach and
general manager and became o Hockey
Hall of Famer, was 85,

PAGE A1T

Bloodshed at a Police Protest

A person was shot dead and five others
were wounded in what the Portland
police called an encounter between
protesters and a homeowner.  PAGE All

Biden Halts New Drilling

The administration froze new federal oll

INTERNATIONAL A4-10 BUSINESS B1I-T

Guarding India’s Forests

Braving tigers and other dangers,
frontline workers try to keep the peace
between humans and wildlife.  PAGE A4

Queen Elizabeth Tests Positive

A Great Resignation for Bosses

Top corporate executives are reassess-
ing the role of work in their lives, step-
ping back and walking away.  PAGE B4

Credit Suisse Data [s Leaked

SPORTS D1-10

A Slap Amid Handshakes

Upset by Wisconsin calling a late tima-
oul while well ahead, Michigan Coach
Juwan Howard struck a Badgers assist-

ARTS Cl1-6

Billie Eilish Takes Command
The set was minimally adormed for the
singer’s appearance at Madison Sguare
Garden, but the concert's power was
fueled by her freneric energy

PAGE C1

The information shows that the Swiss
bank served strongmen and sphes,
missing or ignoring red flags.  PAGE BI

The queen, who recently marked her
FOUh anniversary on the throne, has
faced a series of health issues. PAGE AS

and gasleases and permits after a judge
blocked the ULS. from weighing the cost
of climate damage in decisions. PAGE All

5400_u1165

ant, and players had a scrum.  PAGE 08
OPINION Al18-18
Farah Stockman PAGE ALS
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COMMEMORATIVE RAMS SUPER BOWL SECTION INSIDE
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ENTERTAINERS perform inside Olympic Stadium during the closing ceremony Sunday night.

MONDAY. FEBRUARY 241, 2022

BEIJING € @® oLvyMPICS

B e F——
W ern-

braced each other, even if your countries are divided by conflict,” IOC President Thomas Bach told athletes.

Winter
(zames
never

eluded
clouds

Organizers quelled

coronavirus outbreak,
but other sticky issues
marred event, leaving
IOC chief disturbed.”

By DavID WHARTON

BEIJING — After nearly
three weeks, both joyous and
problematic, this city had
reason to celebrate with
golden fireworks exploding
across the black sky above
the stadium known as the
Bird's Nest.

The Winter Olympics
had delivered Nathan
Chen's redemptive victory in
figure skating and Norway's
record-breaking run, among
other highlights. The host
country’s newest superstar,
Eileen Gu. had won three
medals_

“I'm so grateful to China
for everyvthing

superstar of freestyle sldlng
said. “T think that this is a
monumental moment.”™

As children carried tradi-
tional lanterns across the
stadium fMoor, dancing be-
neath a giant snowflake,
Sunday's closing ceremony
rejolced in the fact that
thousands of athletes had
convened from arcund the
world with no significant co-
ronavirus outbreak. Amid
dire predictions, a strict
“closed-loop"” system had
pushed daily cases to zero by
the end.

“The suceess of the coun-
termeasures means the sue-
cess of the Games,” an or-
ganizing committee official
said,

But forall the obwviows tri-
umphs in Beljing. these
Olympics never escaped
dark clouds that loomed
overhead from the start.

No blazing downhill run
could fully distract from Chi-
na's troubling human rights
record. No hockey shootout
could offset what happened
in women's figure skating, a
premier event besmirched
by doping allegations and
scenes of a crestfallen young
athlete harangued by her
coach.

“TI was very, very dis-
turbed.” said Thomas Bach,
president of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee.
“It was chilling to see this,™

In all, nearly 3000 ath-
letes assembled to compete
in seven sports, vying for
gold in 1089 events., Thou-
sands more coaches, offi-

[See Olympices, AS5]

Francisx Onm Los Angeles Timses

WHEN THE state gave up on plans to build the proposed 238 Freeway,
Debbie Frederick was able to buy the home she was renting in Hayward.

A ROAD NOT BUILT
CAN LEAVE A SCAR

Abandoned freeway project freed
up homes and left winners, losers

By Liam DiLLoN

HAYWARD, Calif. — Eight lanes of
freeway would be slicing through what's
now Debbie Frederick's house if every-

thing had gone to plan.

Instead, the retired nurse practitio-
ner gazes through her home's picture
windows on clear alfbternoons to take ina
vast sweep of the San Francisco Bay.
With binoculars, she can spot a spire of
the Golden Gate Bridge 30 miles away'.

She had rented this three-bedroom
stueco housein the East Bay city of Hay-
ward for nearly a quarter-century when,
just owver a decade ago, her absentes
landlord, the state of California, finally

gave up on plans to build the proposed

238 Freeway'

The state began selling off hundreds

of properties, and,
bought the house for $250, 000,
“I'm sitting on & gold mine by aoeci-

in 2013, Frederick

dent and good luck,” she said.

ruined

Her real estate coup marked a happy
ending in one of the many decades-long
battles that blighted swaths of cities
around the nation: roads that were
planned but never built._

“The narrative is that highways that
were built ruined cities,”
Lieb, a Seattle-based historian who has
studied the legacy of such projects. “But
no, it's that highways that were planned
ecities.

sald Emily

See Scar, AH]

mes

latimes.com

Diplomacy gets
new urgency in
Ukraine crisis

Biden, in the latest bid
to avert war, agrees ‘in
principle’ to a summit
with Putin if Rus;
doesn’t invade.

By Nasia BuLos,

ELi SToROLS,

NoaH BIERMAN

AND TRACY WILEKINSON

EHAREIV, Ukraine —
With tens of thousands of
Russian troops massed near
Ukraine's northern frontier,
and as tensions intensified
in the country's eastern
Donbas region, Western and
Russian leaders continued
to engage in a high-stakes
dance SBunday mixing egual
parts diplomatic bickering
and military puffery — but
with little sign that their ef-
forts could successfully for-
estall the biggest conflict in
Europe since World War I1.

In the latest attempt to
avert war — in what appears
an excruciating test of wills
between Washington and
Moscow — President Biden
late Sunday agreed “in prin-
ciple”™ to a summit with his
Russian counterpart, Vladi-
mir Putin, the White House
said.

The eleventh-hour round
of diplomacy was coaxed by
French President Emman-
uel Macron and came as a

Russian invasion appeared
Lo be moving ever closer and
other appeals for de-escala-
tion faltered.

White House Press Sec-
retary Jen Psaki said the
summit would probably fol-
low a meeting later this week
by the two countries® top di-
plomats, Antony J. Blinken
and Sergel Lavrow.

“We are always ready for
diplomacy, We are also resdy
to impose swift and severs
consequences should Rus-
sia instead choose war”
Psaki said in a statement.
She said the meetings be-
tween the diplomats and the
presidents are contingent
on Russia not proceeding
“writh military action”

Meanwhile, in Ukraine’s
east, where the Ukrainian
government has been mired
for years in a stalemate with
Russia-installed separat-
ists, observers reported bar-
rages of shelling across the
cease-fire line established
between the belligerents in
2015, And in a step designed
Lo bolster MOSCOW'S Narra-
tive of animpending Ukrain-
ian onslaught on the sepa-
ratist enclawves, pro-Russia
authorities Sunday sus-
pended leisure, cultural, en-
tertainment and educa-
tional events until further
notice.

Earller in the weekend,
the separatists began evacu-
ating thousands of women

[See Ukraine, AG]

Thinking it was a date,
young man drove into
deadly trap, police say

He went to Pacoima
to see woman he met
online, and became
victim of the MS-13
gang, detectives say.

BY MATTHEW ORMSETH

Some come to La Tuna
Canyon to get rid of what
they don't want._

Strewn across the hill-
sides just off the Foothill
Freeway, among the scrub
and a few stubborn trees
blackened by wildfire, are
broken furniture legs, con-
tainers of motor oil, a baby
carrier, tires, orange buckets
full of broken glass and Moor
tiles.

Some come here to look
for value in what others dis-
card. A little before 8 am.on
Jan, 19, someone picking
through the trash came
across the body of a young
man.

Bryan Cojon Tuyuc, 20,

died, it seems, as he lived —
innocently. Believing he was
going to meet a woman he'd
been messaging online, he
drove his uncle's minivan
from the home he shared
with his father and into a
trap. A construction worker
with no eriminal record, he
was robbed and stabbed to
death, then dumped in the
canyon, detectives say.

His life stands in stark
contrast to that of one of the
people accused of taking it.
For Gabriel Orellana, his ar-
rest last month on suspicion
of kKilling Cojon Tuyuc was
the culminationof a string of
violence and misery.

Over the course of a year,
Orellana, whom police have
identified as a member of
the street gang MS-13, has
been implicated in the beat-
ing of a transgender woman
in MacArthur Park, a kid-
napping and attempted
murder in Griffith Park, and
a wviolent liguor store rob-
bery in Fontana. With no ap-
parent ties to family or any-

[ Sec MS-13, A12]

An unending protest
over her son’s slaying

Indonesian’s quest for
accountability inspires
a vibrant movement.

By DavID PIERSON
AND KEVIN NG

SINCGAPORE — Every
‘Thursday for Maria Cata-
rina Sumarsih begins the
same: malke breakfast for
her husband and daughter,
say the rosary, prepare the
placards, grab her umbrella
and head toward the palace,
where for the last 15 years
she has camped in the tropi-
cal heat, protesting the
deathof her son.

His name was Wawan. A

20-year-old university stu-
dent who loved his mother's
cooking, especially her nasi
goreng and satay, he was
killed in 1998 when Indone-
slan soldiers fired on young
protesters demanding polit-
ical reforms. She didn't
know at first how to channel
her grief other than to visit
his grave in the capital city,
Jakarta.

But as the years passed.
Sumarsih turned despair
into anger — at times throw-
ing eggs at members of par-
liament who had absolved
the army of wrongdoing — to
become a relentless symbol
of & woman seeking justice.
Her frail frame and shock of
white hair arrive every week

[See Indonesia. A4]

Bill would tax
‘extreme wealth”
Democrats renew push
to raise lovies on house-
holds worth $50 million
or more., CALIFORNLA, B

QPQueen Elizabeth
tests positive

The monarch, 95, will
carry on working de-
spite mild symptoms
from COWVID. woRLD, A3

U.S. rents elimb
to ‘insane” levels
Options for tenants are
wo fall behind, dig deep
into savings or settle for
subpar unit. NATION, A6
Weather
Musrly cloudy.
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RIM REAPER

LaMelo Ball of Team Durant dunks during Team
LeBron's win in NBA All-Star game. SPORTS, D1

TikTok’s Familia Fuego aims to ‘represent where we come from.” A9
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Heart
alflicltions
after covid
alarming

A cardiovascular
“tidal wave” is projected
amid mystery ailments

BEY ARIAaNA EUNJUNG CHA

Five months after being infect-
ed with the coronavirus, Nicole
Murphy's pulse rate s going
berserk. Normally in the 70s,
which is ideal, it has heen jump-
ing to 160, 170 and sometimes 210
beats per minute even when she
is at rest — putting her at risk of a
heart attack, heart failure or
stroke.

No one seems to be able to
pinpoint why. She's only 44, nev-
er had heart issues, and when a
cardiologist near her hometown
of Wellsville, Ohio, ran all of the
standard tests, “he literally threw
up hiz hamnds when he saw the
results” she recalled. Her blood
pressure was perfect, there were
no signs of clogged arteries, and
her heart was expanding and
contracting well.

M 1y¥'s boomer
rate is one of & number of mys-
terious conditions  aMicting
Americans weeks or months af-
ter coronavirus infections that
suggest the potential of a loom-
ing cardiac erizis,

A pivotal study that looked at

ealth  records of more than
153,000 118, veterans published
this month in Natore Medicine
found that their risk of cardiovas-
cular disease I types in-
creased substantially in the year

SEE VIRUS ONM Axs

DOD faces
pushback ove
its findings on
Kabul blast

BY DAN LAMOTHE

As the sun faded on another
anxious, adrenalized day, Kareem
Nikoui, a 20-year-old U8, Marine
from Southern California. bal-
anced on top of a conerote traffic
barrier and scanned the crowd.
Thousands  of Afghans  had
packed into the fetid. open-air
corridor outside Kabuls airport,
desperate to flee Taliban rale and
undeterred by warnings of a sui-
cide bomber in the area,

Nearly 8,000 miles away,
Nikoui's mother, Shana Chappell,
had a sinking feeling. She was
aware the hastily orchestrated
evacuation was growing increas-
ingly perilous and worried about
how her =on would process the
reality that thousands would be
left behind.

It was Aug. 26 At 5:36 pan.
local time, the bomber strock,
detonating a vest packed with
explosives amd hall bearings.
Nikoui, standing barely 30 feet
mawray, was killed, along with 12
other US. service members and
an estimated 170 Afghans.

The attack at Hamid Karzai
International Airports  Abbey
Gate was not preventable, the

SEEATTACK ON AS

Biden agrees ‘in principle’ to meel Pulin

RIS MOGRATHGETTY IMAGES

People light candles at a memorial in Kyiv, Ukraine, dedicated to slain activists during commemorations of the
February 2014 clashes. Months-long protests culminated in violence between demonstrators and police, Io"ldmg o

the deaths of more than 100 peaple and the ouster of the president. Eight vears later, Ukraine is again in crisis

A new,

BY PAuL SONNE
Aanp Ropyn DixoN

He is the man with the very
long table who seats world lead-
ers and ministers at an almost
comical distance. He is a lone
figure in a dark coat laying a
wreath at a cemetery in St Pe-
tershurg or sitting solo in his
Olympic viewing booth in Bei-
jing. He is aging, isolated, more
powerful than ever, and on the
brink of ua.mm, o possibly eata-

hi

more

Russian president
leverages his military to
coerce world's attention

Russian President Wladimir
Putin, in the 22 years e he
first took office, has evolved from
an afterthought of Washington
leaders to the worlds most
watched and pleaded-with man,
using reconstituted Russia I

itary might to force the globe to
reckon with his interests after
aving o lained for wears

about being ignored.
latest belligerence follows
two years of pandemic isolation
and eight years of Western sanc-
tions that analysts say have fed
the bunker mentality Futin has
exhibited sinee his earlicst years
At 69, and now a grandfather,
he has had hours alone o con-
sider his legacy as Russia's
longest-serving leader sinee Jo-
SEEPUTIN ON Al10

aggressive Pulin wields threat of war

A statesman emerges
War or no war, Ukraine gves Biden
new lease on leadership. ALO

Belarus
Russian forces will remain in the
nation after military drills end. ALl

False-flag evacuations
A war scare manuactured by
separatists unraveled guickly, A12

Ukrainian Americans
Waves of griel and worry ane
rippling across the Atlantic. AL2

SUMMIT CONTINGENT
UPON NO INVASION

LS. officials continue
to fear attack on Uk

BY DAN LAMOTHE,
IsanELLE KHURSHUDVARN,
Ropvy Dixon
Aanm AMY B WanNG

Pres

“in principle” on Sunday to meet,
ULS. and French officials said, leav-
ing a narrow window for diploma-
v as Anssia appeared on the brink
of ing a new war in

The office of French President
Emmannel Macron said that the
twn leaders had accepted the
meeting and that it would take
place only if an amtack doesn’t oc-
cur. The details of the surmmit will
be worked out this week, when
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
is scheduled to meet with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavroy,

Although senmior ULS. officials
=ay they believe that Putin has
made a decision to invade, White
Houze press secretary Jen Paaki
=aid in a statement that TS, offi-
clals “are committed to pursuing
diplomacy until the moment an
invasion begins” She confirmed
that Biden accepted the invitation
— “again, if an invasion hasn'
happened.”

She also reiterated the adminis-
tration’ position that Russia
seems to be “continning prepara-

tions for a full-scale assault on
TRrAine Very soon.”

Amid the diplomatic efforts, the
United States has warmed the
TUnited Mations that it has credible
information showing that Mos-
cow is compiling lists of Ukraini-
ans “to be Killed or sent to camps
following a military occupation,”
according to a letter obtained by
The Washington Post. The letter
does ot dese ribe the nature of the
intelligence that underginds its as-
SCESNENT

The developments came after
Bussia continued to keep in place

SEE UKRAINE ON A

PERSPECTIVE

These Games exposed 10C’s empliness

In pledging neutrality, Olympic leaders did more harm than good

BY JERRY BREWER

BEUING — The Olympics stayed
wut of e oo little
Games, they kept their long-held
neutrality promise or at least the
Musion of it, leaving fires to burn
in every direction.

The International Olympic
Committee stayed out of China’s
politics. It cmpowersd a country
accused of rampant buman rights
abuses with the cushicst home-
turf advantage: the platform to
say amd do as it pleased.

In a warped sense of fairness,
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport thought it was doing
Russian figure skater Kamila
Valieva a favor by letting her
compete even though she tested
po=itive in December for a
bhanned substance. It ended up
conceiving a seenario that would
destroy the 15-year-old and
sicken an international
audience.

The Snowflake Canldron In Natlonal Stadinom §s lowered during the
Closing Ceremonies on Sunday. Despite NOMEerous conroversies,
organizers Insisted the Bel)ing Games wonld “go down in history.”

Closing Ceremonies
Right to the end, China avoided

lessie Diggins delivers again
The cross-country skier claims.

College faculties take up

critical rac

BY NICK ANDERSON
AND SUSAN SVRLUGA

Appalled at efforts to limit
what they can teach about race
and other sensitive subjects, fac
ulty leaders at prominent public
universities around the country
have rallied in recent weeks be-
hind resolutions to reaffirm aca-
demic freedom and denounce
legislation that would undermine

These declarations show that
the heated debate over state regu-
lation of lessons on race, centered
s0 far largely on K-12
schools, is rapidly expanding
onto college campuses. In this
case it pits politicians, mainly
Republicans, who depict them-
selves as guardians of ol)_;ectivurv
concerning  “divisive eoncepts”

against professors who say the
state has no business meddling in
syllabi

the cunnmt of lectures,

SEE BREWER ON AL4

breaking its tight script. A14

sibver on the Games' final day. D1

ed in Texas.

theory fight

On F 14, the Faculty Council
wof the University of Texas at Aus-
tin approved, on a 41-00-5 vote
th three abstentions, & resolu-
tion rejecting “any attempts by
bodies external to the faculty to
restrict or dictate the content of
university curricnlum on any
matter, including matters related
to racial and social justice” The
resolution =aid the council will
“stand firm against any and all
encroachment” on  faculty an-
thority, including by the legisla-
ture.

Afterward, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick
{R) denounced the resoclution. 1
will not stand by and let looney
Marxist UT professors poison the
minds of young students with
Critical Race Theory,” he wrote in
a tweet, “We banned it in pablicly
funded K-12 and we will han it in
publicly funded higher ed”™ On
day, Patrick said he would s
port ending the job-protection
measure known as tenure for
professors who teach critical race

SEE FACULTY ON As
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Queen Elizabeth 11 The Bri
tested positive for the coron
experiencing “mild cold

Davtona 500 Austin Cindric held off Bubba
Wallace and avoided two late crashe
first career NASCAR Cup Series win. DI2
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THE NATION
Witness testimony in
the hate-crimes trial
Ahmand Arbery's

how thoroughly guns
are embedde
American publ
WL S, L
stunned workl watched
as President Richard M.
Mixon, a hard-line ant
communist, paid a visit
to Chinese leader Mao
Zedong. A+

THE WORLD
Politicians Keep trving
Inqdﬁllma]lldgnulm
is one of the last U5, al-
lies in the fight against
graft in Guatemala. As

1 his

Police regained control
of most streets in Cana-
da’s capital after a week-
end operation to dis-
perse thwe self-styhed
“Freedom Convoy™
Protesters. AT

THE ECONOMY

The Help Desk -
Mains how to deal with
a surge of annoying
Spam pexts. ALs

THE REGION

A CTYMOCUNTENCY ac-
connt nearly turmed
deadly. B1

New proposed legisla-
tion could bring mobile

woking to the District, a

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

The Presidents’ Day
holiday is observed.
Climsate envoy John F.
Eerry delivers remarks
on international climate
actlon during a trip to
Cairo.

TUESDAY
President Biden dis-
cusses supply chains,
clean energy and job
n ata White

S Ve,
The Supreme Court
hears arguments in two
cases: Voleta del Sur

Dene=pi v, Unitedd
Stotes,

Puebio o, Texas and

WEDNESDAY
The Supremse Court
hears arguments inAri-
mora v, San Francisco.

THURSDAY

Jobless clajms are esti-
mated at 230,000,
The Supremse Court is
expected o annoance
opinlons,

Biden and other Group
of Seven leaders may
hold a virtual summmnit to
discuss the threat to
Ukraine.

STYLE

Pitch perfect

As “Homer at the Bat™
turns 30, Wade Boges,
Steve Sax and others
recall the egendany
“Simpsons” episode, CL

SPORTS

A PR fumble?
Close to half of D.C.
residents have a
negative view of their
lacal MFL team's new
name, 8 poll finds. D1

FRIDAY
The American Bar As-

COMTIN & o
The Viasinglon e Peor ME, Wo. T8

sociation hokds a forum
on air and space law.

(g |
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deportes

Festejo superclasico
Boca venci6 a Central
River le gand a Newell's

Los xeneizes triunfaron 2-1en la cancha de Vélez;
el Millonario se impuso en Rosario por 2-0

el mundo

Carlos. Pagina4

LA REINA ISABEL,
CONTAGIADA DE
CORONAVIRUS

Segun Buckingham Palace, la monarca,
de S5 afos, tiene sintomas leves v se
habria contagiado de su hijo el principe

VUELTA A CLASES,
CON EL BARBIJO EN EL
CENTRO DEL DEBATE

sociedad

Los especialistas se muestran divididos
sobresu usoen los niveles iniciales; sin
burbujas, hoy empiezan las clases enla
ciudad y en Mendoza. Pigina19

LA NACION

LUNES 21 DE FEERERO DE 2022

LANACION.COM.AR

Contrareloj,
el Gobierno
intenta limar
resistencias

ante el

FMI

AcvuerRDo. Multiplica las gestiones con
legisladores kirchneristas para limitar las
abstenciones y lograr un aval robusto; en el
Senado quedaron expuestas las divisiones

Mientrasacelera las gestiones pa-
ra lograr “en los proximos dias”
un preacuerdo con el directorio
del Fondo Monetario Internacio-
nal que pueda enviar al Congreso
convertido en proyecto de ley, el
Gobierno multiplica gestos y con-
tactos con legisladores propios
v ajenos. Ya no solo busca los vo-
tos necesarios para destrabar la
aprobacion deese entendimiento
(cree tenerlos), sino que también
intenta limitar las abstencionesy
ausenciasenel recinto. Lameta de
laCasa Rosada es dotar alacuerdo
de la mayor legitimidad posible y

Con avances en la Camara ba-
ja, las gestiones no alcanzan para
despejar el panorama en el Sena-
do,dondeelsilencioimpuesto por
Cristina Kirchner comenzd a ser
desatiado por los legisladores del
Flquerespondenalosgobernado-
res:ademas desalirarespaldar las
negociaciones del Gobierno con el
Fondo, comenzaron a sefialar la
responsabilidad de sus compafie-
ros de bancada en la carrera para
evitar el default. En la recta final
delas negociaciones, las divisiones
quedaron expuestas. Pagina 6

evitar dar una sefial de debilidad  Pulseada de Guzmaiin por
politica ante el FMI y el mundo. 1o0s desembolsos
Sin embargo, mds que hacia

la oposicién, la mayoria de esos JaimeRosemberg
gestosapuntanal propiokirchne- Pagina8
rismo, como lo expuso la semana o
pasada el presidente Alberto Fer-  Casaretio: “Si no votan,
néndez, al rodearsedeministrosy 108 K $erin minoria”
funcienarios de La Cimpora. Paginas

EL ESCENARIO

La microfragmentacion oficialista
Claudio Jacquelin
LA NACION:

omounaPenélopeburocrd-

tica e involuntaria, Alberto

Ferndandez parece condena-
doa tejer cada dia lo que se le des-
teje cada noche, sin resistirse,

En su congénito internismo, el
Frente de Todosesatravesadopor
un proceso de microfragmenta-
ciones o internas de las internas,
con el Presidente en el centro de
latelarafia. En su perjuicioyensu

beneficio. Mo termina de perder,
pero tampoco se impone. Gana
tiempo y mantiene centralidad.
Como en los penales de la playa.

Los recientes abrazos de Fer-
nandez a casi todos los que lo des-
trataron y hasta desconocieron
su autoridad exponen esa red en
la que su gobierno suele quedar
atrapadoy sin resolver los proble-
mas. Continga enla pagina 7

Segun EE.UU., Rusia ya dio
la orden de invadir Ucrania

TENSION. Las agencias de inteligencia creen que el Kremlin transmitié

ey

la indicacion a sus comandantes; frenéticos esfuerzos diplométicos

WASHINGTON (Reuters)— Occi-
dente se mantenia en vilo anoche
luego de que la prensa norteame-
ricana reveld que la Casa Blanca
recibio informacion de inteligen-
cia confiable que indica que los
comandantes rusos tienen ya las

ordenes de proceder con la inva-
sidn de Ucrania.

“Toedo loque estamaos viendo su-
glerequeestamos albordede una
invasion”, afirmé el secretario de
Estado, Antony Blinken, al reiterar
que Rusia tiene casi el 75% de sus

fuerzas convencionales posiciona-
das contra Ucrania. Sin embargo,
afirmd que contindan los frendéti-
cos esfuerzos diplomaticos, tanto
deloslideres europeoscomode la
Casa Blanca, para evitar una gue-
ITa. Paginas2y 3

INCENDIOS EN CORRIENTES

Mas de $100 millones en 20 horas. Conocido por liderar causas solidarias, el influencer Santiago Maratea
rompidayerunrécord: en 20 horas recaudd més de 100 millones de pesos paraayudar acombatir los incendiosen Co-

rrientes, y anoche seguia sumando, Conmovido, afirmd: “Me esti costando entender lo que esti pasando”. Pagina 17
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Las otras victimas. Desesperada lucha
por salvar alos animales de las llamas

Germiin de los Santos
ENVIADO ESPECIAL

ITUZAINGO, Corrientes.-Enel co-
razdn delos Esteros del Ibera el fue-
go es incontrolable. A su paso, las
llamas arrasan con la reserva na-
tural que es un pulmdn del Litoral

argentino. Este especticuloapoca-
liptico solo se puede dimensionar
desdeelaire, comolohizo La NACION
anteayerenunarecorridaen unhe-
licoptero de la Fuerza Aérea.
Enlazona cercanaaSan Alonso,
donde hay programas para reintro-
ducirelyaguareté, la llamada linea

defuegose transformden una figu-
ra multiforme que cambia a cada
hora. Las llamas engullen los pas-
tizales secos que rodean las lagu-
nas y bafiados, que desde arriba
parecen criteres. Y el fuegoasusta
alosanimales, quecorrenabuscar
refugio. Continia en la pégina 16
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Putin mantém
seus soldados
na fronteira
da Ucrania

No dia em que o temido
exercicio conjunto en-
tre Rissia e Belarus nas
fronteiras da Ucridnia de-
veriaacabar, a ditaduraem
Minsk anunciouque os 30
mil soldados de Viadimir
Putin ficario onde estao.

56 hd duas hipdteses
para a permanéncia: ou
as manobras eram pre-
paragac para um ataque
ou o objetivo seria forcar
uma saidadiplomaticagque
agrade a Putin, Mundo a1o

Faculdades temem
agoes judiciais

na volta as aulas
Aurorizadas a retornar
com as aulas presenciais,
faculdades particulares
tém divergido sobre co-
mo infciar o ano letivo e
temem uma alta de ages
judiciais. Com o avango
da 6micron, muitas de-
cidiram manter o ensino
remoto, © que Zerou pro-
testo de alunos, Covidiano B1

=~

Homens usam corda para resgate no RJ

= R e

Atacante Hulk celebra a
witdria na Arena Pantanal
Aidrhane Machado, Reuters

B7
Atlético supera o
Flamengo apés 24
pénaltis e conquista
titulo da Supercopa

C1
‘Euphoria’ mostra
jovens alucinados,
mas os da vida real
se drogam menos

B2
Vendedores contidos
tentam amenizar
clima de "golpe’ no
Mercadac de SP

Ecuardo Az eis Fashapress

Grupo entra em rio para achar
jovem em Petropolis coidimen

ATMOSFERA

Haje Amtanhd
Rio fr2234 Pr2332
Brasiia 2 1726 £ 1827

RibeirSio 2 1931 £ 2032

Fonte: waw.climatempe,com b
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BC quer lei para conter
fraude com criptomoedas

Projeto deve atualizar o Codigo Penal e a legislagao sobre lavagem de dinheiro

O Banco Central avaliaa ela-
boracio dediretrizes paraa
fiscalizacao de transacdes
com criptomoedas, como
o bitcoin, ¢ a imposicao de
penalidades para conter a
explosio de golpes e frau-
des. A intencao foi relatada
pelo presidente do BC, Ro-
berto Campos Neto, a presi-
dentes de bancos nacionais,

Sob anonimato, os ban-
queirosinformam que a pro-
postade regulacao deve ser
enviadaao Congresso ainda
no primeire trimestre, para
que as regras entrememvi-
gor até o final deste ano.

Segundo as informagoes
da Receita Federal, o setor
movimenta cercade RE 130
bilhdes ao ano no Brasil,

PREFEITURA DE SP NAO PLANTA ARVORES HA 6 MESES

A falea de fiscalizacao faci-
lita roubos e fraudes. Con-
forme as policias Federal e
Civil deSao Paulo, crimesen-
volvendocriptomoedas ron
daram os R$ 6,5 bilhdes em

menos de dois anos.

0 BC quer que as correto
ras digitais sigam as regras
dos fundos de investimento
e tenham sede no pais.

Brunc Santos, Feihapress

Imagem aérea do Bras, na zona leste, drea com a menor cobertura arbdreada capital; déficit é
de 180 mil arvores, que deveriam ter sido colocadas nos bairres na ultima década Cotidiano B3
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O projeto deve atualizar
o Codigo Penal tpificando
o estelionate com moedas
virtuais —a pena de prisaco
deve variar de quatro a oivo
anos. Também se pretende
atualizar a legislacio sobre
lwvagemde dinheiro, incluin-
dofraudes com criptoativos
nalista de crimes com agra-
vante de pena. Folhalnvest A1

32 yia ter4 desafio
de nao encolher
com troca de siglas
A janela parawrocas de par
tido na Camara dos Depu-
tados, de 3 de margo a 1®
de abril, representars de-
safio para os presidencia-
veisda terceiravia. Acredi-
ta-seque o PT, de Lula, ndo
perdera quadros, e que o
PL, de jair Bolsonaro, va
ser a legenda com o meai
Oor crescimento, Poder Ad

ENTREVISTA DA 22
David Nemer

Desinformacao
gera engajamento
para plataformas
Para o antropdlogo e pes-
quisador, a falta ¢ e empe-
nho das plataformas digi-
tais no combate i desin-
formagao pode ser expli-
cada por interesses eco-
ndmicos, “Fake news gera
engajamenta’, afinma. arz

Lygia Maria
Humor € perigo
para quem se cré
dono da virtude

A polarizacio ideoldgica
mina nossa capacidade
de rir e fazer rir. Cada la-
dotem politicos de estima-
¢o, quase deidades. Segui-
dores viram sacerdotes &
cag¢a de pecados nio ape-
nas dos inimigos, mas dos
praprios pares, Opinido A2

Mercado de jogos
eletrénicos atrai
mais investimento
Experiéncias em realida-
dewvirtual e o potencial do
metaverso geram forte al-
tadointeresse de grandes
empresas e investidores
No setor dcjuﬁ;o.-auJo!rc‘wni-
cos. A operagac mais mar
cante foi um negocio de
USS 75 bilhoes, a aquisicio
da Activision Blizzard pe-
la Microsoft. Folhainvest A15

EDITORIAIS AZ

Grdtis para quem?
Sobre subsidios piblicos
para o transporte coletivo.

Vieses policiais
Acerca de abordagens
a negros e pobres no Rio.
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Estudio destaca el crecimiento del poder de los narcotraficantes en Paraguay

UE plantea crear una Ameripol
para combatir crimen organizado

Alto comisionado visit6 la Triple Frontera. Trabajan para que los policias de Bolivia, Brasil y
Paraguay puedan estar interconectados para la rapida aprehension de criminales.

www.ultimahora.com
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MEC destaca las escuelas con jornada escolar extendida Baja la cantidad de personas que reciben subsidio del IPS

Inician las clases con el desafio de | Construccion y comercio reabsorbieron
recuperar dos afios de aprendizaje | casi todos sus empleados suspendidos
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CHRISTOPHE GUILLUY
« L'INQUIETUDE DES CATEGORIES
POPULAIRES EST SOCIALE
ET EXISTENTIELLE >> pacesser7

PRESIDENTIELLE
Au Mont-Saint-
Michel, Eric
Zemmour se réve
d'ores et déja

au second tour
PAGES

DROITE

Amine Elbahi:
l'arme de Valérie
Pecresse contre
les extrémes
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VIOLENCE

Les forces de l'ordre
face aune
inexorable hausse

des agressions
PAGE B

NUMERIQUE
Les arnaques
se multiplient
déja sur les NFT

FAGE 28

BAROQUE
La viole de gambe

tient la corde
PAGE 30

HIGH-TECH
Créer un studio
de musique

a la maison
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« L'Inde peut-
elle contourner
la Chine

en Asie?

« La tribune du
colonnel (ER)
Raphaél
Bernard

« La chronique
de Nicolas
Baverez

« La tribune
des Gracgues
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Votez aujourdhui

sur lefigarofr

Ulraine : les Occidentaux
manguent-ils de

« fermeteé » face aux
Russes, comme l'affirme
le président ulaainien?

AN LLIC BERTINVLE FIGARD
MAGATINE - SERGE] BOBYLEV /TASS
Vi REUTERS
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ALEXANDER ZEMLIANCHENKD RJ/AP

sans rien ceder.

PAGES 2, 4 ET L'EDITORIAL
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Restauration, BTP, santé :
les employeurs cherchent
a séduire les salariés

Confrontés a des pénuries de
main-d'oeuvre, de nombreux
secteurs dactivite ont décide
daugmenter les rémunéra
tions, mais aussi d'améliorer
les conditions de travail,

Adaptation

jours de repos et congés sup-
plémentaires,
niers repas.. les employeurs
font feu de tout bois pour atti-
rer les salaries. PAGES RET23

des plannings,

créches, pa-

Contrat rempli pour
les athlétes francais aux
Jeux olympiques de Pékin

La Chine a mené a leur
terme les lenx olympigues
d’hiver ouverts sur fond de
boyeott  diplomatique, de
polémique écologique et de
menace épidémique. Les

Frangais (14 médailles, dont
5 d'or) ont, dans le sillage du
biathlon, atteint leur objec-
tif, tout prés de leur record
{15 médailles, en 2014 et
2018). PAGES14ET1S

B3 EDITORIAL e phitope céic ppeicsicigmots
Le moment de vérité

ombien de temps peut-on rester
au bord de la guerre sans basculer
irrémissiblement dans le fracas
des armes? Llest de 'Ukraine est
le thesdtre d'une mise en scene de
plus en plus dangereuse, dans laquelle les s&
Paratistes prorusses conjuguent les violations
du cessez - le-feu avec I"évacuation des fem-
mes et des enfants présentés comme des vie-
times obligées de fuir, La montée de la tem-
pérature sur le front du Donbass (1500 tirs
d’obus samedi) ne fait pas une véritable of-
fensive, mais cette guerre  feu doux crée une
impression inquigtante de déja-vu. Se porter
au secours des peuples missophones «mena-
oes de génocide » a de longue date &1¢ IMexcise
préférée de Viadimir Pouline pour agresser
sesvolsins.
Tous les ingrédients sont en place le st~
nario du pire : entre 130000 et 190000 sol-
dats russes massés aux frontiéres de I'Ulral
ne - v compris en Biélorussie, ol la promesse
e retrait n'a pas eté tenue —, un deplojement
massif d artillerie, de missiles, d"armadas na-
vale et aérienne, un dispositif humanitaire a
pied d'ceuvre pour accueillir les réfugiés in-
volontaires d'un assaut qui n'a pas encore eu
liew... Ne manque que la décision du chef.

Le moment de vérité approche, pour I'UKrai-
ne, mais aussi pour les Occidentaux, Meéme si
Poutine se contente de jouer a la guerre, d'or-
chestrer la peur dans I'intention de faire plier
Kiev et de montrer les limites de 1"Ctan,
Européens et Américains jouent leur crédibi-
litg dans cette partie d'échecs. Plus la pres
sion militaire monte, plus la tentation est
grande de trouver un accommodement avec
ke maitre du

En Ukraine, tous Kremlin. Mais
3 ¥ H il faut se de-
]es mgrEdJ:EHts mander  quel
du scénario e | le prix.
. ACT! i g

du pire sont PUkraine, 1ot
en place fermer défini-
tivement la

porte de ' Alliance et la renvoyer dans orbite
de Moscou? Pas sir gque I'Otan se remette
d'un aussi flagrant aveu de faiblesse... Ob que
Ion trace la ligne rouge, il v aura toujours phis
a abtenir pour celil qul veut un retour 4 'Eu-
rope de 1997, L'apaisement a bien des avan-
tages, 4 court terme. Sur la durée, difficile
d'imagriner que le «romean dolivier » brandi
devant les chars fasse une politique capable
de tenir en respect Viadimir Poutine. m
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Credit Suisse
leak unmasks
criminals,
fraudsters
and corrupt

politicians

4

Whistleblower reveals secret owners
of £80bn held in scandal-hit Swiss firm
to expose ‘immoral’ banking laws

Wealthy clients include people involved
in torture, drug trafficking, money
laundering and other serious crimes
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Last-ditch talks as fears
of Ukraine war intensify

Macron says Putinis
open to dialogue but
US warns Moscow has
issued invasion orders

Hopes undermined as
Belarus says Russian
troops will remainin
country indefinitely

Patrick Wintour
Jon Henley Paris

The French president, Emmanuel
Macron, yesterday launched a des-
perate last-minute effort to avoid a
Russian invasion of Ukraine, amid
further US warnings that war was
imminent, Hesaid he had persuaded
Vladimir Putin to endorse urgent
talks aimed at securing a ceasefire in
the disputed east of Ukraine.

The two leaders agreed during a
105-minute telephone call to hold
discussionsinthe hope of organising
a summit to review Europe's future
security architecture, Macron said.

But hours after his anneuncement,
US news networks claimed US intel-
ligence sources were briefing that
Russian troops had received orders to
proceed with the invasion, More than
150,000 Russian troops are massed
on the borders, and yesterday Bela-
rus's defence ministry said Russian
forces sent there for military exer-
cises would remain indefinitely.

The US secretary of state, Antony
Blinken, said: “Everything we are
seeing suggests that this is dead
serious, that we are on the brink of
an invasion.” He added: *Until the
tanks are actually rolling, and the
planes are flying, we will use every
opportunity and every minute we
havetosee ifdiplomacy can still dis-
suade President Futin from carrying
this forward.”

Last night the USembassy in Rus-

sia cautioned Americans to have

evacuation plans, citing the threat of
attacksin Moscowand alangthe bor-
der with Ukraine. The move drew a
rebuke from the Russian foreign min-
istry, which questioned if the US had
passed ontheinformation about pos-
sible attacks to Russia. “And if not,
howis one to understand all of this?"
aspokesperson said.

Earlier Boris Johnson said Russia
planned tolaunch the biggest war
in Europe since 1845 by attacking
Ukraine in a “bloody and protracted
conflict”, The west would use “allthe

A An official observer watches the
border in separatist-held Luhansk

pressure wecan bring” to “make sure
that this venture does not succeed”,

Thechink of diplomaticlight came
after Putin spoke on the phone with
Macron, his favoured western inter-
locutor, yesterday momning, and the
outcome, broadly confirmed by the
Kremlin, suggests the Russian leader
might be willing to step back from
the brink of a full invasion to allow
renewed diplomatic discussions. If
not, he is instead involved in an elab-
orate deceit of the French,

Under the plan, the French far-
eign minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian,
will meet his Russian counterpart,
Sergel Lavrov, in the coming days
to work on a possible summit at the
highest level with Russia, Ukraine
and allies, the Elysée said.

Thetwoleaders agreed to resume
work onameeting “within the frame-
work of the Normandy format”,
meaning the participants will be Rus-
sia, Ukraine, France and Germany,
Macron’s officeand the Kremlin said.

Putinand Macronwould
also work “intensively” to
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Queen has
Covid but

symptoms
mild - palace

Ben Quinn

The Queen has tested positive for
Covid-19, ahead of the expected end-
ing of all coronavirus restrictions in
England in the coming days. Buck-
ingham Palace said the monarch,
95, wasexperiencing “mild cold-like
symptoms” but expected tocontinue
carrying out light duties this week.

It was confirmed she had been in
direct contact with hereldest sonand
heir, the Prince of Wales, the week
he had the virus, while a number of
cases have also been reported at her
Windsor Castle home.

The announcement vesterday
was made only a few weeks after
the Queen, who will be 96 in April,
reached her platinum jubilee of 70
years on the throne on 6 February.

The prime minister, Boris Johnson,
had been speaking earlier in the day
about moves to lift Covid-19 restric-

tons, saying: “Now is the
mament for everybody to



