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Biden said he’s con-
vinced that Russia's Pu-
tin has decided to invade
Ukraine and that he expects
an attack in the coming
days, with targets including
the Ukrainian capital. Al, AS

# The FDA delayed its re-
view of Pfizer's Covid-19
vaccine in children under 5
vears old because the initial
two-dose series so far wasn't

working well against the Cmi-
crom variant during testing. A5

and financial holdings. A4

+ Former Brooklyn Center,
Minn., police officer Kim-
berly Potter was sentenced
to two years in prison for the
Eilling of Daunte Wright. A3
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Residents of the Ukrainian-controlled town of Stanytsia thnn:ka in the Luhansk region
clean up debris in & home on Friday after shelling by Russia-backed separatists.
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Russia Is Set
To Invade,
Biden Says

President Biden said Friday
he’s convinced Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin has de-
cided to invade Ukraine and
that he expects an attack in
the coming days, with targets
including the Ukrainian capi-
tal, K

By Gordon Lubold,
Michael R. Gordor,
arnd Yaroslav Trofimov

U5, officials said a Russian
attack could involve a broad
combination of jet fighters,
tanks, ballistic missiles and cy-
berattacks, with the ultimate
intention of rendering
Ukraine's leadership powerless.

The officials said Mr. Putin
has laid the groundwork in re-
cent days through a series of
destabilizing activities and
false-flag operations—long pre-
dicted by U.S. and allied offi-
cials—that intended to make it

look as if Ukraine has provoked
Russia into a conflict, thus jus-
tifying the Russian invasion.
Speaking at the White
House, Mr. Biden referred to
the Kremlin's efforts to fabri-
cate a pretext for Russian
forces to attack, which he said
is expected in coming days.
“We believe that they will
rarget Ukraine's capital Kyiv, a
city of 2.8 million innocent
people,” Mr, Biden said. He
said he was providing the in-
formation because "we're do-
ing everything in our power to
remove any reason that Russia
may give to justify invading
Ukraine and prevent them
from mowving.™
Asked about whether Mr.
Please turn fo page A8

# Russian naval exercises
jeopardize Kyiv's exports.. A8

# Stock indexes post weekly
losses amid invasion threat.. B1

Frackers Hold Back Production
As Global Oil Market Tightens

By Cowrin EATON

s largest

are reporting huge profits
but plan to keep oil pro-
duction in low gear this
wear, adhering to an agree-
ment with Wall Street,
even as prices approach
the $100-a-barrel mark for
the first time since 2014, A1

#+ The hot U.S. housing
market extended into the
new yvear as buyers rushed
to buy homes in the face of
record-low inventory and
climbing mortgage rates. Al
+ Fed officials pushed
back against the prospect
that they would begin rai:
ing interest rates next mo
with a larger half-percent-
age-point increase, A2

+ Major TLS. stock indexes
posted weekly losses amid
the threat of an invasion of
Ukraine and the uncertain
path of monetary policy. Bl
+ GE warned that supply-
chain problems, labor short-
ages and inflation would
weigh on its financial results
in the first half of the year. BL
# The SEC pushed back on

his compliance with a 2018
regulatory settlement. B12
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San Francisco
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America's largest frackers
are reporting huge profits but
plan to keep oil production in
low gear this year, adhering to
an  agreement with Wall
Street, ewven as prices ap-
proach the $100-a-barrel mark
for the first time since 2014,

Three of the largest shale
companies, Pioneer MNatural
Resources Co.. Devon Energy
Corp. and Continental Re-
spources Inc., this week re-

ported their highest annual
profits in more than a decade
for 2021 The companies said
they collected record amounts
of extra cash by hanging on to
the money they earn selling oil
and natural gas and reinvest-
ing only what they needed to
keep output roughly flat, All
three said they would continue
to limit production growth
this year.

They are pledging austerity
despite a tightening oil-market
supply. Global oil-production

erowth isn't keeping pace with
renewed demand as economies
recover from the pandemic,
and the threat of a Russian in-
vasion of Ukraine is rattling
markets, Those dynamies have
alarmed the White House,
wihich has asked U.S. produc-
ers to dri more as it con-
fronts soaring gasoline prices
and broad inflation.

For now, most large shale
companies aren't answering
the White Houses call, stick-
ing to commitments they

made to limit production and
return more cash to share-
holders, an effort to win back
investors who fled the indus-
try after years of poor returns.
U.S. 0il prices fell almaost 1%

Friday to $91..07 a barrel.
Oklahoma-based Devon, the
top performer in the S&P 500
last vear, said it has expanded
a share-buyback program by
60% and raised its dividend to
a record lewvel. The company
also said it collected $2.8 bil-
Please turn fopage A4

POWER STRUGGLE
Why America's
electrical grid is

increasingly unreliable.
B1

Inside Facebook’s $10 Billion
Breakup With Advertisers

Privacy changes prompt e-commerce businesses to cut ad spending

Facebook was long one of the surest bets

in digital advertising, No longer.

Martha Krueger, who runs a gift-basket
business called Giften Market, used to spend

acquire such customers rose 10-fold, In Octo-

ber, she shifted her whole ad budget to

By Suzanne Vranica,

Patience Haggin

and Selvador Rodrigues

search ads on Alphabet Inc's Google.

Lots of other companies that depend on e-
commerce sales, including makers of nutri-
tional powders, eyebrow stencils and toilet

sprays, are taking a look at their bottom lines

her entire adwvertising budget on

forms Inc.'s Facebook and Instagram. She
picked up a new customer for every $14 she

spent.
When Apple Inc. introduced a
rure for mobile devices last year

Meta Flat-

and deciding the same thing. They are slash-
ing their spending on Facebook and Insta-
gram and sending their ad money to Google,
Amazon.com Inc., Snap Inc. and other plat-
forms, according to ad buyvers and e-com-

merce companies,

privacy fea-
that re-

stricts user tracking, she said, her costs to

The privacy change i
Meta's business: its ability to target ads at

hitting the heart of

Pilease turn to page A0

NOTICE TO READERS
WS com and WSJ mobile
apps will publish
throughout the weekend.
The print edition wen't
appear on Monday,
Washington's Birthday (or
Presidents Day), but a daily
adition will be available in
W51 iPad and Androsd apps.

Moon, June Left Marooned: Pop
Songs Embrace Imperfect Rhymes

Artists rely more on unusual echoes
than ones that land right on the mark

By James R. HaGERTY
AND ANNE STEELE
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In her recent hit song “Bru-

tal,” the pop star Olivia
Rodrigo confesses:

Ard Frre ot cool and
I nor smart

Areed Foan't even por-
allel park

Wait. Does “smart™
rhyme with “park?”

Mot exactly, but both
wiords contain an “ar”
sound, creating an ear-pleasing
echo. “T would give her great

marks for that,” said Erin Chase,
who teaches songwriting at Bos-
von's Berklee College of Music.
Songwriters are  growing
more inclined to take
liberties with their
rhymes, as artists find
imperfect ones can
sound better than those
that land right on the
mark. In the music busi-
ness, rhymes are more
of an art than a science.
Approximate rhymes
have been around forever but
Please turn topage A0

A Sour Skating Final
Prompts Soul Searching

After a wrenching night at
the Olympics that ended with
Russian teenagers in tears and
the sport in tatters, figure skat-
ing began to sift through the
wreckage of what appeared to

By Georgi Kantchev,
Ben Cohen
and Lowise Radnofsky

be a systemic failure of the
people who were supposed ta
be the adults in the rink.

All of the sport's darkest
fears—about pushing ewver-
younger athletes through more
grueling training to achiewe
ever-more dizzying achieve-

ments—exploded in one historic
night of collective meltdown.

Fifteen-year old Kamila Va-
lieva, faltered and slipped un-
der the glare of a doping sean-
dal, only to be confronted by
her coach, Eteri Tutberidze,
who demanded: “Why did you
stop fighting?™

Another Russian teen, 17-
vear-old Alexandra Trusova
wiho finished second, fell apart
over failing to win and de-
clared, "I hate this sport!”

And gold medalist Anna

Please turn topage AIT

#+ Jason Gay: Grim Olympics
stumhble to the finish.

LS. existing-home sales,
change from a month earlier

January
6.7 %

el
.
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Sales Rise
As Supply
Of Homes
Dwindles

By MicoLe Frignaan
A Bryan MERA

The hot U.S. housing mar-
ket extended into the new year
as buyvers rushed to purchase
homes in the face of record-
low inventory and climbing
mortgage rates.
ing-home sales rose
BT January from the prior
month to a seasonally adjusted
annual rate of 6.5 million, the
Mational Association of Real-
tors said Friday, with sales in-
creasing in regions across the
country. January sales fell
2.3% from a year earlier.

The housing market re-
mains extremely competitive.
Rising mortgage rates in re-
cent weeks have prompted
buyers to mowve guickly in case
interest rates climb further,
real-estate agents say. Homes
are frequently selling wi
days for more than their Ixsl
prices. More houses are being
purchased with cash, and
first-time buyers are getting
squeezed out.

Still, the shortage of homes
on the market is holding back
the number of sales, econo-
mists say. On top of that, some
buyers have been sidelined as
rising prices and higher inter-
est rates have made home-
ownership less affordable.

The median existing-home
price rose 154% in January
from a yvear earlier, NAR said,
o £350,300.

“Buyers were likely antici-
pating further rate increases

Please turn to page A2

# Fed officials dispel prospect
of half-point rate rise___... AZ

# Heard on the Street: Rates
weill raim on house party—.. B14
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Putin blames Kyiv for ‘escalation’
and brings forward nuclear drills

@ Tensions rise in east Ukraine & Invasion fears heightened & US lifts Russian troop count

HAX SERDON — HO5COW
ROMAN GLEARCHYE — KEYIV
GUY CHAZAM — BERLIN

Viadimir Putin blamed Kyiv for “esca-
lating™ tensions in eastern Ukraine yes-
terday as Kremlin-backed separatists
ordered an evacuation of cvilians from
the region to Russia, and Moscow
revealsd plans for nuclear exercises to
test ballistic and cruise missiles.

Putin will personally supervise the
drillls, which will inclade units from the
air force, army and navy. Speaking after
meeting his Belarusian counterpart
Alexander Lukashenko, the Russian
president sabd: “We are sesing an escala-
i in the Donbas.™

Moscow’s moves heightened fears
that Russia Is planning to invade
Ukraine after the Us warmed that an
attack was “imminent” and raised its
estimate of Russian troops massed on
Ukraine’s border to more than 1ES000.

Putindenied that Russia was planning
to bnvade Ukraine but said: “of course,
we are looking at what ks happening
around the workd and around us. But we
have clearly defined guldelines in Hne
with the national interests of the Rus-
sian people and the Russian state”

Thetiming of the nudear drills, which
Us officlals see as a show of strength by
Moscow, will add to the sense of fore-
boding in western capitals over Putin's
intentions in Ukraime. Joe Biden, US
president, warned on Thursday that
Russia was set to imade within “several
days”, saying Washington believed that
the Kremlin was engaged in “a fabse flag
operation to have an excuse to goin”

Teenage skater’s turmoil
cuts into Olympic legacy

The sight of a distraught 15-yaar-old
skater being harangued by her coach
after her calamitous routine will cast a
lang shadow awer a Wintar Olymaics
that was confroversial even before the
first event. After falling a drugs fest. In
the biggest scandal since Russias
sochi doping scheme. Kamila valleva's
very participation ratsed guestions.
But Balling will also be remembered far
a strict Covid regime and tensions awer
the treatment of Xirfiang's Uyghars.

“Anew war threatens to break out in
the middle of our Europe,” Annalena
Baerbock, Germany’s forelgn minkster,
tokd the Munich Security Conference
yesterday. “This is one of the most
dangerous moments, where from prov-
ocation and disinformation we can ses
escalation.”

As Ukraine and Bussia acoused each
otherof shelling in the Ulkraine region of
Donbas, the separatists fighting Kyiv
said they would evacuate women, chil-
drenand the elderly to Restov in south-
ern Russia, the nearest big city.

Denis Pushilin, head of the seli-
proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic,
«clatmed In a video that Ukralne’s presi-
dent, Volodymyr Zelensky, had given
the Ukrainlan army orders to attack the
separatists “inthe next few hoars™.

But Dmytro Kubeba, Ukraine's foreign
minister, "categorically” denied what
he called *Russian disinformation”.
“DUkraine does not conduct or plan any
such actions in the Donbas,” he said.

Ukraine said ceasefire violations in
the war-torn region, including 435 artil-
lery salvos in the past 24 hours, were

AUkrainian border patrol
near the Russian frontier in
Chermihiv — e ogmwssfame

attempts by Russia and its proxies to
trigger a pretext for further aggression.

Although the Erern lin sabd the anmual
nuclear exercises — which were not held
in 2020 or 2021 because of the pan-
demic — were long planned, the Last
timeihe were moved to Febru-
ary from their usual autamn timeframe
was shortly before Bussia invaded
Crimea in 2004,

Dmitry Peskov, Putin's spokesperson,
sald the exercises were regular and
should not “give anyone cause for ques-
tions and comcern’”,

Kaja Kallas, Estonian premier
There is ‘naivety over Moscow’
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PRIMACSE RIGADAN AND
CHAN HZ-HIM — HONG KONG
TEH MITCHELL — SINGAPORE

China's rigorous “pero-Covid " policy is
facing an unexpected threat in the
form of illegal barder crossings by peo-
ple fleeing the worsening outhbreak in
Hong Keng.

Some malnland citles have offered
rewards for Information about people
smuggling after 15 individuals illegally
entered Zhuhal, In Guangdong prov-
Imce, by boat from Hong Kong, At least
fouir had Covid-19 and travelled toother
partsof China, according to reports.

Thee cases come days after President
X1 Jinping said containing the outbreak
must ke Hong Kong's top priority. The
city Is weighing mandatory testing for

Illegal cfdssings from Hong Kong pose.
threat to mainland’s ‘zero-Covid’ drive

Anyane arriving in China from over-
seas or Hong Kong must spend two
weeks in a hotel or quarantine centre
before continuing their journey.

Fences and fortifications along Hong
Kong's long land border with Shenzhen,
Guangdong’s second-largest city, were
originally bullt to stop dlegal mmkgra-
tion from China into the territory. But it
1s relatively easy to travel by boat Into
Guangdong, whose long coastline and
river networks are difficult to police.

“Malnland cities are concerned about
arrivals from Hong Kong,” sald Tam
Viu-chung, Hong Kong’s most senjor
representative in China’s Mational Peo-
ple's Congress. “They are worrbed that
cases might get into their community.”®

Ome Hong Kong resident, who askoed
not to be bdentified, told the FT that his

nearly seven years and I've never seen
[anything like this),” he said,

Hong Kong reported 3,629 Covid
cases yesterday. s zero-Covid strategy,
with some of the toughest curbs in the
world, has prevented miass deaths buat
heightened business concerns that the
finamchal centre 1s being hurt by being,
im effesct, cut aff from the outside world.

The curbs have prompted some com-
pantes to base executives outside the
city. Mark PitzPatrick, interim boss of
Insurer Prudential, sald its next chief
executive could be forced to start the
role outside Hong Kong because of the
“friction™ of Covid rules.

Mearwhile, HSBC clesed six branches
in the city yesterday, including Moars of
its head office, after staff tested positive.
Additional reporting by Tan Smith amd

Doping scandal » PacE its entire population followed by quar-  family was considering fleeing to Fufian  Tably Kinder
antine for anyome foand to be infected. province, “I've been in Hong Kong for  Australla recpens page 2
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Biden Says He’s

A Ukrainian military front line position on Friday near Troitske, in Luhansk Oblast. It was struck by an overnight mortar attac!
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Trump Shipped
Classified Files

To Mar-a- o

By LUKE BROADWATER
and CHAEL S. SCHMIDT
WASHINGTON The Na-

tional Archives confirmed on Fri-
day that it had found classified in-
formation among material that
President Donald J. Trump had
taken with him to his home in
Florida when he left office last
year and that it had consulted

with the Justice Department
about the matter.
The agency “has identified

iters marked as classified na-
tional security information within
the bexes” according to a letter
posted on the National Archives
and Record Administration’s web-
site

Last month, the archives re-
trieved 15 boxes that Mr Trump
took with him to his Mar-a-Lago
home [rom the White House resi-
dence when his term ended. The
erial subject to

i
which requires that all documents
and records pertaining to official
business be turned over to the ar-
chiiw

The items in the boxes included
documents, mementos, gifts and
letters. The archives did not de-
scribe the classified material
found other than to say that it was
“classified natio security infor-
mation.”

Because the Mational Archives

Continued on Page AIT

CIVIL SUITS Three Jan. G-linked
cases against Donald 1. Trump can
proceed, a judge ruled. PAGE A17

G.O.P. Takes Scalpel to Nashville House District

By MICHAEL WINES
MNASHVILLE — Not sinoe
Paltsy Cline made it a country
standard in 1961, perhaps, has =1
Fallto Pieces” resonated so poign-
antly in Music City
Mashville has been represented
by a single seat in the House of
Representatives for as long as
Tennessee has been a state. The
seal has been held by a Democrat

was blown up this new dist
month when Gov, Bill Lee signed

into law new political maps ap-

A Gerrymander Splits
a Democratic City
Three Ways

proved by fellow Republicans in
the state legislamure.
dismembered Mashville's solidiy
Democratic House district
scattered its remains among three
cts that stretch deep
into Republican rural areas.

Almost certainly,

next House members represent-
ing parts of Nashwville will be a
conservative Republican. To
Democrats, the Mashville gerry-
mander is an especially egregious
twist of the political knife by a ru-
ral-dominated Republican legisla-
ture that regards the big city with
a mixture of disdain and envy.
riding the capital city up
ways like Berlin is how you
treat an enemy you're trying to
defeat, not a political rival” said
Jeff Yarbro, the State Senate’s
Democratic leader.
Continued on Page Al4
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The U.S.-born Eileen Gu, who competes for China, won gold in halfpipe, her third medal. Page D7.

CNN Executive

This article is by Michael M. Gryn-
baum, John Koblin and Enmvily Steel.

Omna Saturday in March 2020, as
Covid-19 was invading the United
States, Gov. Andrew M. Cuomao
went on CHM for a live interview.
Among other topics, he was asked
about a possible government-en-
forced guarantine of New York
that had been floaved by President
Donald J. Trump.

It was a newswaorthy topic, but
its path onto viewers' screens
would turn out to be controversial
— and highly consequential for
the future of one of the workds
maost powerful news networks

Before the interview, Governor
Cuomo had told a senior CNN ex-
ecutive, Allison Gollust, about an
subjects that he'd like 1o be asked
about on air, according o several
people r with the matter
Ms. Gollust, CHNNM's longtime chief

on

of communications and
ing and a former top aide of the
governor, passed along the topics
o CHNN producers and then re-
porved back to the governor.
“Done” she wrote.
ay, Ms.
forced 1o resign from CHMN after
ternal investigation found a
trove of written communications
betwesn  her
Cunmao, ineluding messages about
the March 2020 appearance, the

Tuee s

Let Ex-Governor Steer Interviews, Inquiry Finds

market- people said. Jeﬁ Zucker, who at
the time was CNN's president,
Was aware niman_\ of the commu-
nications between Ms. Gollust and
the governor, the people said.
The episode the latest exam-
ple of how closely entwined CNN's
leadership was with one of the
country’s most prominent Demo-

Gollust was

Producers and bookers for tele-
vision news shows routinely talk
Continued on Page AL

and  Governor

MNEWS ANALYSIS

Enigmatic Figure at
Heart of Crisis

By ANTON TROIANDOVSKI

MOSCOW — AL this moment
of crescendo for the Ukraine
risis, it all comes down to what
klnd 0{ leader President Viadimir
V. Putin is.

In Moscow, many analysts
remain convinced that the Rus-
sian president is essentially
rational, and that the risks of
invading Ukraine would be so
great that his huge troop buildup
makes sense only as a very
convincing buff, But some also
leave the door open to the idea
that he has fundamentally
changed amid the pandemic, a
shift that may hawve keft him more
paraneid, more aggrieved and
more reckless,

The Z0-foot-long table that Mr.
Putin has used to socially dis-
tance himself this month from
European leaders flying in for
eri! talks symbolizes, to some
longtime observers, his detach-
ment from the rest of the world.
For almost two years, M. Putin
has ensconeed himself in a virus-
free cocoon unlike that of any
Western leader, with state televi-
ston showing him helding most
key meetings by teleconference
alone in a room and keeping
even his own ministers at a
distance on the rare occasions
that he summons them in person

Speculation over a leader’s
mental stale is always fraught,
but as Mr. Putin's momentouws
decision approaches, Moscow
commentators puzzling over
what he might do next in
Ukraine are finding some degree
af armchair psychology hard to
avoid.

There's this impression of
irritation, of a lack of interest, of
an unwillingness o delve into
anything new” Ekaterina Schul-
mann, a political scientist and
former member of Mr. Putin's
human

ances, “The public is he ng
showmn that he has heen in practi-
cal isolation, with ever fewer
breaks, since the spring of 2020
A large-scale invasion of

Ukraine, many analysts point
our, would be an enormons esca-
lation compared with any of the
actions that Mr. Putin has taken
before. In 2014, the Kremlin's
subterfuge allowed Russi
forces stripped of identifying
markings io capture Crimea
without firing a single shot. The
proxy war that Mr. Putin fo-
mented in Ukraine's east allowed
him to deny being a party to the
conflict.

“Starting a full-scale war is
c'nmp'lelply not in Putin's inter-

t‘he dean of world economy and:
international affairs at the
Higher School of Economics in
Muosco ‘It is very difficult for
Contirued on Poge A6

‘Convinced’ Putin Has Decided to Invade

Urges Russia to Shun
‘War of Choice’
in Ukraine

This article is by Michael D,
Shear, Valerie Hoplins, Mare Sarn-
tora and Tvan Nechepurenko,

WASHINGTON — President
Biden il on Friday that the
United States has intelligence
showing that President Viadimir
V. Putin of Russia has made a final
decision to reject diplomatic over-
tures and invade Ukraine, in what
en said would be a “cata-
and needless war of
in Eastern Europe.

Speaking from the Roosevelt
Room in the White House, M Bi-
den sakd “we have reason 1o be-
lieve the Russian forces are plan-
ming to and intend to attack
Ukraine in the coming week, in
the coming days” adding that “we
believe that they will target
Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, a city of 2.8
million innocent people!

Asked whether he thinks that
. Putin is sull wavering about
whether to invade, Mr. Biden said,
'm convinced he's made the de-

~ Later, he added that his
i Putin’s inten-
significant in-

tellipence capabilit
Still. Mr. Biden implored Russia
“choose diplomacy”

"It is not too late to de-escalate

and return o the negotiating ta-

ble,” Mr. Biden said, referring o

planned ralks between Secretary

of State Antony J. Blinken and

NTASEY AT pE———

Surveying the damage to a
home that was hit by artillery.

Russia’s  foreign  minister  on
Thursday, “If Russia takes mili-
ary action before date, it will
e clear that they have b|d.r|’|]TJLd
the door shut on diplomac

In the hours before Mr. Biden's
late afternoon remarks, Russia-
backed separatists in  eastern
Ukraine called for mass evacua-
tions in two contested regions of
the country, claiming, with little
evidence, that Ukraine’s milizary
was about to launch a large-scale
attack there, an assertion that ap-
peared intended to provoke Rus-
sian military intervention,

The ominous messaging of the
rebels in the regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk was loudly echoed
by Moscow, raising fears that Rus-
was setting the stage for an i
minent invasion that could ignite

Continued on Poge AG

A Move to Keep the Homeless
From Living on the Subways

Thi=s article is by Andy Newman,
Dano Rubinstein and Michael Gold.

Mayor Eric Adams and Gow.
Kathy Hochul announced on Fri-
day an aggressive plan to deploy
poli officers and mental-health
workers inta Mew York City's sub-
way, pledging to remove more
than 1,000 homeless people who
shelter there regularly, some of
whom have contributed to esca-
lating violence and harassment in
the system.

Starting Monday, the officials
said, there will be a zero-tolerance
policy — enforced by the hun-
dreds of officers who already pa
trol the system — for people sleep-
ing sprawled across train seats or
in stations, or for other violations

of the subway's often flouted rules
uding littering, un-
ruly behavior and lingering in a
station for owver an hour,

Dozens of mental-health profes-
sionals with the power to order
the involuntary hospitalization of
people who they deem a danger to
themselves or others will be add-
ed to outreach teams systemwide.

“MNo more just doing whatever
you want,” Mr. Adams said at a
news conference at a Lower Man-
haman subway station. “Those
days are over. Swipe your Metro-
Card, ride the system, get off at
your destinatien. That's what this
administration is saying.”

The plan, which is aimed at end-
ing the decades-old practice of

Continued on Page AIZ
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London'’s City of the Dead
During the pandemic, the leafy path-

wavs of Highgate Cemetery have taken
PAGE Ad

on fresh resonance for some.

Police Crack Down in Canada

Hundreds of officers in Cttaraa moved

in to arrest protesters, hoping to end
weeks of gridiock.
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2 Years in Prison for Ex-Officer

Kimberly Potter fatally shot Daunte
Wright after drawing her gun instead

of her Taser during a traffic stop near
Minneapolis last April. PAGE A1Z

Still Getting Tough on Crime
With violent crime rates rising and
elections looming, progressive prosecu-
tors are facing resistance to their plans
to roll back strict policies. PAGE AlS

Dark Side of TikTok Stardom
A Florida teenager’s successful online
wventure plunged her family into & dan-
gerous nightmare, but her | parents
decided not to shut it down PAGE AlD

ARTS C1-8

A Rothko Chapel Tribute
Tyshawn Sorey’s latest work, written
fior the chapel's anniversary, honors the
first music performed there. PAGE Cl

BUSINESS Bl1-&6
Best Games Ever (Says China)

With bots, fake accounts, influencers
and other online tools, Beijing propa-
gandists have promoted a controversy-
free vision of the Olympics aimed at
“telling China's story well.”

PAGE Bl

Waging War on Connecting

Kazakhstan's shutdown of the internet
amid unrest last month may be a por-
tent for Ukrai

, @5 the bamle for online

control has increasingly become part of

A Crank and a Charmer

E J, O Rourke, 74, was a sharp-toothed
satirist who skewered sanctimony with
his laugh lines. An Appraisal. PAGE C1

modern conflicts.
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2 BELING OLYMPICS

China plan
kept covid.
and joy. oul
of Games

‘Closed loop” achieves
its main goal, but at gre
mental, financial costs

BY Apam KiLGoRE

BEUJING — For more than two
weeks, barricades separated the
Winter Olympics from the place
inwhich they were held. Athletes,
officials and media members
shuttled from hotels o venues,
forbidden to see the host city
except out of windows. Their
mornings began with a throat
swah, such a shared experience
that the participants learned how
gentle each nurse would be. Tem-
perature checks accompanied en-
try to any building in which they
were permitted.

Chinese officials and Beijing
2022 organizers called the system
used at the Games t
loop” In compl
-19" policies, no one
outside the loop conld enter, and
no one inside could exit. Those
who had traveled to China inter-
acted only with others wearing
laminated credentials or hazmat
suits, Those who lived here saw
visitors passing by in buses.

The extreme measures
achieved their aim. In the final
week of the Olympics, organizers
recorded zero coronavirus cases
inside the closed loop two consec-
utive days, then added one case
Friday. The trickle of new cases,
most of which had been filtered
at the Beijing airport, ceased. As
of Friday, the Games had an
infection rate of 0,01 percent.
International Olympic Commit-
tee President Thomas Bach called

SEE OLYMPICS ON AS

‘Pick a side’: A tug of war over
Oy rmpic darling Ellean Gu. A10
Monica Hesse: We ask Loo much
of the youngest athletes. C1
Jerry Brewer: It's time for Games
o use thair power for good. D1

Biden says Putin is bent on invasion

t

PRI FIORE THE VASHINGTON POST

Cars crowd a gas statlon In eastern Ukraine afver the leader of a separatist reglon called for evacuations. “As of this moment I'm
convinced he's made the decision,” President Blden sald on Friday of Viadimir Putin, who he belleves s preparing to Invade Ukraine.

As Black universilies grow. old tensions return

By Lavren Lumexis,
Nick ANDERSON AND
Danierie DovGlLas GABRIEL

BALTIMORE — Randolph Smith
applied tocollege following a
of anguish for many Black people.
The year prior, in 2020, Ahmaud
Arbery, Breonna Taylor and
George Floyd were killed within
weeks of one another. Protests
erupted in Smiths final summer
of high school,

“It was like, veah, I've got to be:

Effort to boost funding
has stalled. and unease
reigns after bomb threats

around my own people” said
Smith, 19, of Baltimore, now a
freshman here at Morgan State
University. Choosing a historical-
Iy Black school struck him as a
necessity. He believed it would be

the best decision for his mental
health.

Thousands have made similar
caleulations in the past two years,
flocking to prominent HBCUs.
Morgan State, North Carolina
A&T State, Prairie View ARM and
Howard universities have report-
ed surging enrollment during the
pandemic — at a time when stu-
dent head counts nationwide
have slumped. Historically Black
colleges and universities also
gained huge visibility throngh the

election of Vice President Harris,
a graduate of Howard, and are
drawing high-profile  student-
athletes and unprecedented gifts

from fon N
W are in a stronger position
than we have ever been as it
relates to our brand and our
position,” sakd Harry L. Williams,
president and chief executive of
the Thurgood Marshall College
Fund, which supports the public
HBCU sector. A few years ago,
SEE UNIVERSITIES ON AS

U.S. BELIEVES KYTV
IS RUSSIA’S TARGET

Separatists make claims
of sabotage, evacuations

By Missy Rvan,
Mary Invusmina,
Ronyn Dixon
anp Davio L. Steen

Russian President Viadimir
Putin has decided to invade
Ukraine, President Biden said for
the first time on Friday, as Ukrai-
nian separatist authorities or-
dered a mass evacuation and the
Wests standoff with Russia en-
tered a new, more dangerous
stage.

Biden szaid the US govern-
ment, after weeks of speculation
about Putin intentions, now had
reason to believe the Russian
leader had made the determina-
tion to attack the former Soviet
state, and would probably target
the capital, Kyiv.

“As of this moment oon-
vinced hes made the decision”
Biden said at the White House,
speaking after the latest crisis
consultation with NATO and Eu-
ropean leaders. He cited the Uni
ed States' “significant intelligence
capability”™

“we're calling out Russia's
plans loudly, repeatedly, not be-
canse we want a conflict, but
becanse we're doing everything in
0T POWer to FeTovE ANy Feason
that Russia may give to justify
invading Ukraine, and prevent
them from moving.” Biden said.

The remarks, in Biden's second
televised address on Ukraine in
less than a week, came as events
on the ground rapidly accelerat-
ed. In Donetsk, the Russian-
hacked breakaway state n
TUkraine’s eastern Donbas region,
separatist leaders urged women,
children and the elderly to depart
immediately, a move the Biden
administration said could be part
of a false-flag operation engi-
neered to justify an assault.

As sirens blared in Donetsk
and buses rolled out for Russia’s
southwestern Rostov region, a car
exploded outside the seat of the

SEE UKRAINE ON A12

A western capital: Ukraine's Lviv
hosts diplomats leaving Kylv, A12

National Guard steps up to coronaviru

front lines

Members fill in at hospitals and schools as the omicron variant depletes the workforce

BY Hanmnan KxowLes
anp Karouvn DeEMmigsiax

MORGANTOWN, W.¥A. — This
was not the service many of them
envisioned when they joined the
National Guard. But here they
were, in scrubs amd fatigues,
doing the unglamorous but es-
sential work of a hospital
swamped with covid-19.

Some were in a noisy laundry
plant, sorting through a relent-
less conveyor belt of linen soaked
with urine and blood.

Other Guard members, once
deployed to Kuwait and Afghani-
stan, were wiping down stairs,
wheeling  patients  between
rooms and rushing test swabs to
the lab.

Twenty-four-vear-old Yi Ting
Lin — who gradeated into the
pandemic with a degree in na-
tional security and intelligence —
was fielding a patient's questions

SEE NATIONAL GUARD ON AT

Masks in Va. schools: Mandates
falling in light of new state law. B1

MICHAEL 5. WILLIAMEOM, THE WASHINGTOM FOST

Spall Sgr. Eric Sencindiver handles dirty hospital lanndry in Morganvown, W.Va., eariier this
month. Coronavirus-related stafl shortages have forced Natonal Guard members to fill in the gaps.

2020 fa

*hoods fuel GOP

push for “fraud-proof” ballols

A Texas firm could be
the only supplier of the
special inks, markings

BY Rosavivn 5. HELDERMAN

Holographic foil. Special ink
designed to be sensitive to tem-
perature changes. Nearly invisi-
ble “stealth numbers™ that can be
located only using special ultra-
wiolet or infrared lights.

Those are among the high-tech
security features that would be
required to be embedded on bal-
lots under measures proposed in
at least four states by Republican
lawmakers — all promoters of
false claims that the 2020 election
was marred by mass frand — in an
attempt to make the ballots as
hard to counterfeit as passports
O CUITEncy.

But the specialized inks and
watermarks also would limit the
number of companies capable of

selling ballot paper — potentially
to just one Texas firom with no
previous experience in elections
that consulted with the lawmak-
ers proposing the measures.

Mark Finchem, an Arizona
state representative spearhead-
ing the initiative, said in an inter-
view that he developed ideas for
the proposals after discussions
with executives of Authentix, a
company in Addison, Tex. The
firm has since hosted other GOP
lawmakers at its office and given
presentations about the idea to
legislators in two states, acoord-
ing to participants and social
media posts,

The proposals face stiff battles
before they can become law, but
they demonstrate the potentially
lucrative business opportunities
created by suspicions that Donald
Trump and his allies have spread
about the security of elections.
They also vividly illustrate how a
loose network of die-hard Tromp
supporters is coordinating o
push concerns about mass elec-
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<< Reality barges in

Tele o hosts were just
supposed to guide us from
commercial b
commercial hr
want them to help us make
sense of the world. Magazine
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Sydney Sweeney and HBO

» some eredit for that.
he swears she's
nothing like her characters
on “Euphoria™ and “The
White Lotus.” Arts & Style

$108

SUNDAY'S
COUPONS

REAL ESTATE

Fixing the credit obstacle
Lack of credit can make owning a
home elusive Tor Black rfamilies.
Lenders are paying attention.

THE DISTRICT

D.C. renters left in cold
Apartment dwellers lack sufficlent
heat for winter, Spotty enforcement
leaves them on their own. B1

THE NATION

Build Back Better's ghost
President Biden is traveling the
country pitehing his pian, but there
s no bill, and talks have fizzled. A3

THE NATION

2 years for Wright's killer
Formar Minnesota officer Kim
Potter said she mistook her gun for
a Taser in the fatal traffic stop. A8
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