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What’
News
Business 25 Finance

-S. stocks slid amid in-

tensifying geopolitical
tensions and the prospect
of tighter monetary policy,
with the S&P 500, Nasdag
and Dow losing 2.1%, 2.9%
and 1.8%, respectively. Al
# Tesla accused the SEC of
harassing Musk over his com-
pliance with a regulatory set-
tlement that sought to restrict
his use of social media. A1
»* is invest
Tesla over CUSLOMer conm-
plaints that its most popu-
lar vehicles brake for un-
expected reasons. BS

# Fed nominee Raskin is
struggling to overcome re-
sistance firom Republicans on
a Senate panel for which she
once served as a lawyer. A2

+* Walmart reported
stronger sales over the
winter holiday shopping
season and said it is largely
absorbing higher costs. B1

# Federal and state regula-
tors have widened their
probes into how Activision’s
leadership handled work-
place misconduct claims. B1

4+ Federal prosecutors

charged former Infinity Q in-
vestment chief James Velissa-
ris with securities fraud and
obstruction of justice. B1D

credit cards across Amazon’s
websites and shops. B3

+ Airbus posted a record

profit while tempering expec-
tations for sharply boosting
production of its AZ20 jet. B3

# Brazilinn meatpacker JBS
=said it scrapped plans to

buy the rest of ULS. chicken
processor Pilgrim’s Pride. BS

World- Wide

S —

+ Violence escalated in
eastern Ukraine on Thurs-
day, with Russian-backed
separatists and authorities
in Kyiv trading accusations
over cease-fire violations

bor and warned the threat
of a Russian incursion re-
mained “wvery high ™ A1, AT, AR
+ A New York judge ruled
that Trump and two of his
adult children must testify
under oath as part of the New
York attorney general’s civil-
fraud probe into the former
president and his compamy. AS

#+ The Senate passed a stop-
eap bill keeping the govern-
ment funded beyond Friday
after Democrats beat back
measures related to drug
paraphernalia and Covid-19
vaccine mandates, Ad
+ Newly reported Covid-19
dieaths are starting to decline
in the U.S., driven by drops
|n the Northeast and Mid-
west, offering the latest -;qg:n
that the surge fueled by the
Omicron variant is fading. A3
#* Officials are considering
citywide Covid testing in Hong

incumbent
Rep. Cheney of Wiyoming af-
ter breaking with her over
her criticism of Trump. Ad

# FERC voted to give more
weight to environmental con-
cems over new natural-ga:

pipeline projects in declchng
whether to approve them Ad
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Ottawa Pollce Begin to Arrest Protesters, Organlzers

OFF THE STREET: Ottawa police arrested a man Thursday as they moved to end a weekslong blackade protesting Covid-19

mandates. Two of the organizers of the protest group, called the Freedom Convoy, were among those arrested. A9

Dow Falls Over 600 Points,
Turning in Worst Day of 2022

European crisis,
prospect of higher
rates trigger steep,
broad-based losses

By Gunian Banersr
AND Arna HIRTENSTEIN

The Dow Jones Industrial
Average dropped more than
G600 points Thursday, its steep-
est one-day loss of 2022, as
geopolitical tensions and the
prospect of tighter monetary
policy roiled markets.

The blue-chip index slid

B22.24 points, or L8%, to
3431203, its worst session on
a points and percentage basis
since November. The S&F 500
fell 94.75 points, or 2.1%, to
4380.26. The tech-focused

Masdag Composite Index
dropped 40738 points, or
2.9%, to 13716.72.

The losses were broad

based. Tesla fell 5.1%, Morgan
Stanley dropped 4.9% and
Meta Platforms Inc. slid 4.1%.

Thursday's drop in the
shares of Facebook's parent
pushed the company out of the
ranks of the 10 largest global
companies by market walue.

The stock is down 46% from
its September peak

HMine of the 11 sectors in the
S&FP 500 declined, led by the
technology and commumnica-
tion-services groups, which
both fell about 3%.

Stocks have come under
pressure in recent sessions
from the escalation in tensions
between Russia and Western
allies over Ukraine. The White
House warned that a Russian
invasion could be imminent,
and diplomatic efforts have so
far been inconclusive.

The geopolitical tensions
come as investors have already

been grappling with high infla-
tion and preparing for the Fed-
eral Reserve to raise interest
rates this year. These shifts
have whipsawed the stock and
bond markets for much of the
vear.

“The absolute key factor for
this year is going to be infla-
tion and monetary policy,” said
David Spika, chief investment
officer of GuideStone Capital

Please turn topage A4

# Crisls Is boon to LLS. natural—

gas industry ... -
# Streetwise: Don't e:(pEc‘l Fed
help on Ukraine impact...... Bl

Ukraine
Violence
Raises
Prospect
Of War

Moscow, Kyiv trade
accusations of attacks
on front line, as Biden
cites "very high' threat

Violence escalated in east-
ern Ukraine on Thursday, with
Russian-backed separatists and
authorities in Kyiv trading ac-
cusations over cease-fire viola-
tions along the front line, as
President Biden said Moscow

By Yaroslav Trofimov
in Kyiv, Ukraine, Anmn
M. Simmons in Moscow
arredd W e Mauldin
in Washingtomn

was fabricating a pretext to in-
wvade its neighbor and warned
the threat of a Russian incur-
sion remained “wvery high.*

Adding to the tension, the
Kremlin threatened in a letter
to the LS. to resort to unspec-
ified "military-technical mea-
sures™ if it didn’t receive from
the U.S. and its allies legally
binding guarantees of its secu-
rity, which include a pledge
from the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization that it will never
allow Ukraine to join, as well
as curbs on troop deployments
in Eastern Europe,

At the United Nations,
meanwhile, Russia formally
leveled allegations that Rus-
sian leaders have repeated in
recent weeks—that Ukraine is
pursuing a “genocide™ against
Russian speakers. Western of-
ficials dismissed those accusa-
rions as a disinformation ef-

Please furnfo page A8

# Blinken challenges Russia

over Ukraine.. AT
+ Biden relies on allles after
early missteps....—— ..
# In war, Ukrainian women
would be on front lines__.. A8

Mortgage Average rate an 20-year fixed mortgage

Rates at
3-Year
High .

The average rate
for a 30-year
fixed-rate home
toage
increased to 3.92%
for the week
ended Thursday.
according to
Freddie Mac, up
from 3.69% a week
earlier. Mortgage
rates hawve now
climbed for three
straight weeks and
are at their
highest level since
May 2079, A2 Sowr
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Americans Start Splurging
On Travel and Experiences

By WL FEUER

More people in the U.S. are
satisfying their wanderlust
and spending big to do it
companies say.

With daily new Covid-19
cases falling, restrictions eas-
ing and the strongest con-
sumer finances in recent his-
ToTYy, people  are finally
emerging from the pandemic
eager to splurge on everything
from travel and sports events
o restaurants, cruises and
theme parks, executives said.

Companies including Mar-
riott International Inc.. Expe-

dia Group Inc., Coca-Cola Co.
and MGM Resorts Interna-
tional told analysts recently
that business is already im-
proving from an Omicron dip
and indications point to peo-
ple eager to live large.

“Premium customers, who
after being cooped up for
2020 and the first part of
2021, are traveling and spend-
ing again with a vengeance,”
Wynn Resorts Lid. Chief Exec-
utive Craig Billings said Tues-
day of the latest guarter.

As more people travel, Mar-
riott is seeing greater demand
for its high-end properties.

CEOQ Anthony Capuano said on
a conference call with analysts
Tuesday.

At Walt Disney Col's theme
parks, business came roaring
back in the most recent quar-

ter, with revenue from both
domestic and international
parks more than doubling

vear-over-year. Artendance is
still short of pre-pandemic
levels, but those who are
showing up are spending as
much as 40% more per capita
than in 2019, Chief Financial
Officer Christine McCarthy
said last week.
Please turn fo page A&

Mystery of Italy’s Crown Jewels

Is Who Gets

The government

to Keep Them

= ae

s the treasure

belongs to the nation, not the ex-royals

By Grovansl LEGORANG

ROME—The crown jewels
usually bring to mind kingly
treasures. Yet for the past 75
years, ltaly’s own glittery
trowve was largely forgot-
ten.

In the aftermath of
Warld War 11, Italy’s
last king and his fam-
il¥ left Rome in a
hurry after Italians
voted to dump them
for a republic in June
1946, 3

A few days after
the referendum. a rep-
resentative  of the
ousted family stashed
the crown jewels in a deposit
box at the Bank of Italy, where
they remain.

Over decades, neither the
ownership of the erown jewels

Ao

nor their fate was ever estab-
lished. Nobody bothered to as-
sess their worth. Then last
year, the descendants of Um
berto IL, Italy's last king, de-
cided they wanted them back.

“They have to be re-
turned to the rowval
family. They are pri-
wvate jewels,™ said Ser-
glo Orlandi, the law-
ver for the former
royal dynasty, the
House of Savoia.
government
- refused, sayving the
crown jewels belong
to the Italian state.
But  unlike other
royal assets seized in
Italy, including villas and pal-
aces, no POSTWar government
ever got arcound to confiscat-
ing the jewels,

Please turn to page A10
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Tesla Criticizes SEC’s
Investigation of Musk

By Dave MICHAELS

Tesla Inc. accused US. regu-
lators of harassing Chief Exec-
utive Elon Musk ower his com-
pliance with a 2018 regulatory
settlement that sought to re
strict his use of social media.

In a letter filed Thursday
with a federal judge who over-
saw that settlement, attorneyvs
for the company charged that
the Securities and Exchange
Commission is conducting un-
founded investigations of Mr.
Musk and Tesla. Earlier this
maonth, the electric-car maker
disclosed that regulators sent
a subpoena last vear that
spought information showing
how the company and its CEQ
complied with the terms of the
deal.

The SEC hasn't distributed
%40 million in fine money to
shareholders allegedly hurt by
M. Musk's 20018 tweets that he
planned to take Tesla private,

according to the letter, The
SEC alleged that Mr. Musk's
statements weren't truthful.
The regulator's 2018 lawsuit
eventually led to an unusual
agreament that Tesla lawyers
would preclear certain of the
CE(Fs tweets and other public
staterments.

In December, U.S. District
Judge Alison Nathan in Man-
hattan found that a company
appointed to distribute money
to shareholders hadn't sent re-
quired status reports and
quarterly accounting state-
ments to the court about its
efforts. The company, Rust
Consulting Inc., told the judge
in January that it was srtill
working with the SEC on the
distribution plan.

Please turn fo page A&

+ Musk tweet compares
Trudeaw, Hitler.,

# Tesla investigated aver
reports of brake problem.... BS

INSIDE

MANSION
Luxury home sales in
Charleston, 5.C, are
booming, fueled by
young families. M1

Russian figure-skater
Kamila Walieva finishes
fourth in mistake-
laden free skate. A13
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Sense of menace invades regulators’
GILLIAM TETT, PAGE 15

benign picture
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Land of the rising pay (%

Can Japan's workers win their first
increase for 30 years? — eic READ, PAGE 13
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Travellers’ tales

Foor jokes and the law harass British

minority

ROBERT WRIGHT, PAGE 14

Russia poised to invade Ukraine
within days, Biden warns allies

e Flare-up in contested Donbas e US fears Talse flag’ gambit @ Kremlin pins blame on Kyiv

SAMES POLITI — WASHINGTERN
BOM AN OLEARCHYE — K¥IV
MAN SEDDOM — HOSCOW

Joe Biden has warned that Russia ks on
the brink of Invading Ukralne within
“several days", saying the US believes
the Kremlin s engaged in “a false flag
aperation to have an excouse togo n".

The US president’s comments yester
day came as Kyiv and Moscow blamed
each other for clashes in Ukraine's east-
ern Donbas region, incidents the west
fears will be used as & pretext for a co-
ardinated Russtan militry gy,

Russia reiterated its threat to take
“measures of a military-technical
nature” after It complained that the US
had “twisted” draft proposals Moscow
put forvward to address its comoems ower
European security:

speaking at the White House, Biden
offersd 3 bleak sssessmont, noting there
was a “very high risk” of 2 Russian inva-
sion., "Every indication we have is
theyre prepared to go into Ukraine,
attack Ukraine,” he said. “My sense is it
will happen in the next several days.”

The president said a diplomatic path
to resolving the crisis remained open,
but his warning reflected growing pessi-
mism in western caphtals and more bel-
Thoose vhetaric from Moscow.,

As temsions ratcheted up, global
stocks dropped and traders took shelter
im laven assets. The S8P 500 was down
L1 per cent at lunchtime, while ws
government bonds rallled, pushing the
10-year Treasury yield down 0.07 per-
centage points to L.57 per cent,

Tensions helghtened in eastern Ulkr-
aine as Moscow and Washington exch-
anged barbs over the prospect of a diplo-
matic selotion. In a letter yesterday,
Fussia's foreign ministry sadd the 175
“has not given a constructive response”™
to Its core demands, inchading for Mato
to pledge never to admit Uksaine and to
roll back its eastward expansbon.

Antony Blinken, US secretary of state,
said he was evaloating the letter and had
imvited his Russian counterpart, Sergel

Turbine Industry turns
full circle as costs soar

Wind turbine makers hawe suffersd a
reversal of forfune since the gnesn
rush of The: pandemic ard the cimate
pledges of COP2$. One machine can
welgh 100 fenmes and contaln copger
and rate ¢arths in hilghly engineered
componants mada all aver the workd
Thai mears the perfect sharm of
suppdy chaim disrupTion and soaring
matarial costs have hit hard. vestas,
Slemens Gamesa and Crsted have had
45800 wiped from thelr value in a year.
Blown off course » pace 7

Joe Biden: “Every
indication we
have ks theyTe
prepaed Lo go
inte Ukraine,
attack Ulkradne
Painct Sersarsipil?

Lavrow, tomeet in Bur mext week bo
prepare a possible summit to resolve
“mutual security conosrns”,

However, he echoed Biden's warning
over a Russian attack, telling the UN
Security Council that it would be a con-
certed assault Involving “ground troaps,

Lex.

Page s

Londan lawyers do a
roaring trade with Russian
and Ukrainian clients. A
big slice of that would be in
jeopardy if Russia invades
and sanctions are imposed

alreraft, ships” and eyber attacks.

Earlier yesterday Ukraine claimed
that “Russlan oooapation forces™ con-
rolling breakaway eastern reglons of
the country had shelled more than 20
locations, including & kindergarten,
i g bwo-civillkans.

The flare-upwas the latestin a smoul-
dering conflict that has claimed about
14,000 lives in the breakaway reghons of
Luhansk and Donetsk since Russia
annexed Ukraines Crimean peninsula

Rasssia blamed Ulraine for the escala-
tion, with Dmitry Peskov, the Kremlin
spokesperson, saying the shelling “was a
subject of very, very desp concerti™,

Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine’s presi-

Travel sector h(jpés mké wing as Alrbus |
and Air France-KLM revenues rebound

dent, rejected the claim, describing the
incidents as “provoative shelling ™
The Us, UK and Nato continue to
rebut Fassia's clalms that it was pulling
back some forces from the Ukraine bor-
der. The White House has called the
Kremlin's assertion that it was with-
drawing forces “false™ and accused Ruas-
sinof mereasing its troop presence in the
region by about 7000 n recent days.
Lavrov sald the west was fanning
“hysteria” by accusing Moscow of not
withdrawing its troops. “This i where
the escalation is,” Lavrow said, accord-
ing to Interfax.
Peland braced for refugess page 2
Treasury volatility soars page 8

Br ls]

= Seguoia lines up $500mn cryplo spend
Oneof Silicon '\-‘alky‘} st influential venture
«capital groups has unveiled plans to go decper into
digital markets, earmarking funds to invest in
tokens traded on third-party exchanges — puse s

= Top ECE economist shifts inflation tack
Philip Lane has said inflation looks unlikely to drop
below the bank’s 2 per cent target within two years,
‘& change of heart that hints at a rising consensus on
ameed to cut stimulus IMOVes.— FAGE 1 FT VIEW, FAGE 1

= Amazon and Visa end card lee impasse
The retailer has reached an agreement that ends a
global stand-off over transaction fees. Charges in
and Australia were set to be lifted while a
threat over UK payments wasdropped.— pacs &

= Gupta turms to his Romanian bank
Metals magnate Sanjeey Gupta

has turned to Banca Romana de
Credite si Investtil, which he

OWNE, b0 precess iransactions as
scruting rises after Greensill

Capitals collapse — page 7

= France and allies shift Sahel focus

Paris and its European and west African allies have
announced they will concentrate their anti-terror
campaign eastward to Miger and south to the Gulf of
Gulnea after being pushed out of Mall— pace +

» UN-backed green ETF [aces hiilure
ManagerIr Shares has warned that the MsC1
Global Climate Select exchange traded fund is likoehy
to be wound down next manth. Big banks which
pledged seed money have failed to deliver.— pace s

= Bribes aceusations split Spain opposition
The People's party has been thrown into turmel] as

Isabel Diaz Ayuso, charismatic leader of the Madrid
region, accuses the lead ership of trying to “destroy™
her throngh fabeicated cormuption claims.— pace 2

Datawatch

High sales Wit cansabia
Cannabis retail value (S$bn) sadms wtill
Alicir Legal dominate in many

8 & & 2 0O 2 US srases that
Calitornia have legwised
llinois recreationsl uss.
Michigan L
washingtan dealy in California
Massachusetts e ctimaed 21
Cregon rrare than double
Colorade legal sales because
Alaska of strict laws
Newvada and the ssarcity
Exfimates for 000 Sourcs: fofforios of dapensaries.

RONALD PHILLIPS

AVLVIA BREIFER AND
PHILIP GESRSIADIS — LOHDON
SARAH WHITE — BARTS

Alrbus and Alr France-KLM hawve
raised hopes of a sustained rebound in
aviation as pandemic travel disruption
recedes, despite lngering problems
with supply chains and staifing.

The airline industry is emenging from
thee eost brutal perbod in its history hav-
ing shed tens of thousands of jobs and
lost more than £200bn globally in the
battleto survive Covid-19.
Althaugh the Omicron variant inter-
rupted the recovery, Alrbus reported a
record net profit of £4.2bn for last year
and restored its dividend after 2 two-
year hiatus, The manufacturer sald yes-
terday it expected to dellver 720 com-
mercial adrcraft this year, up from the
11 bt banded to customers in 3031 but

fewer than the 860 it was delivering
before the pandembe.

“It has been clear that people want to
Ay again and do so as seon as restrict-
toms are relaxed,” sald Guillanme Faury,
Alrbus chief sxecutive, forecasting that
the market would recover fully between
2023 and 2025,

Air France-KLM reported a 29 per
cent rise in annual revenues to €14-3bn.
While still in the red, losses more than
halved to €3.5bn in 2021 and the car-
rier’s fourth-quarter operating Income
rose above pre-pandemic levels to
€178mnas long-haul fights picked up.

Ben Smith, its chlef executive, sald he
was “totally confident” demand for fiy-
ing would endure. “If you want to go to
Los Angeles, there’s no train there. I
think there’s still a very stromng desire by
many people in the workd to explore.”

He told the Financial Times a flood of

demand had hit Alr France-KLM when
travel restrictions were lifted last sum-
merinEurope. “We couldn't put enovih
aeroplanes into Greece. All of France
wanted bogoto Greece.”

While many domestic routes have
recovered strongly. international travel
Thas taken bonger to return. It was hit by a
mew burst of Omicron restrictions late
last year and flights remain limited to
China and other Aslan countries with
strictvirus controbsstill in force.,

The number of global flights was 30
per cent below normal levels In Jameary,
according to data from Citigroup. Alr-
lmies are forecast to lose another $11bn
thisyear, according to rade body lata,

But the bosses of other aidines have
also expressed cautions optimism. Sean
Doyle, British Alrways chief, sald last
month there was “room for optimism
that wie are on the wayoot™ of the crisks.
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Late Edition
Today, clearing, windy, colder, high
58. Tonight, falling temperatures,
clear, low 25, Tomorrow, sunshine
and clouds, snow showers, high 43,
Weather map appears on Page A20.
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DAMAGED SCHOOL She

Judge Rules Attorney General
May Question Trump and Family

This article is by Jonah E.
Bromwich, Benjamin Protess and
Williorm K. Rashbaum.

The New York attorney general
ean question Donald L Tromp and
two of his adult children under
oath as part of a civil ingquiry into
his business practices, a judge
ruled on Thursday — the latest in
astring of legal defeats Mr. Trump
has suffered since leaving office.

The ruling came just three days
after a court filing by the attorney
general, Letitia James, in the
same matter revealed that M
Trump's longtime accounting firm
had cut ties with him and had es-
sentially retracted a decade’s
worth of his financial statements,

Ms. James's inguiry, and a par-
allel criminal investigation by the
Manhattan district attorney, are
both  examining whether Mr
Trump used those statements to
improperly inflate the value of his
assets so he could receive favor-
able loans.

Lawyers for the Trump family
had sought to prohibit Ms, Jampr.
a Democrat, from interviewi
e Trump, Donald Trump Jr. nnd
Ivanka Trump. They had argued
that Ms, James was politically bi-
ased against Mr. Trump and was

inappropriately using her civil in-
quiry to aid the district attorney’s
criminal investigation, which she
is also participating in.

But in a written ruling, the
judge, Arthur F. Engoron, dis-
missed that point, saying it “com-
pletely misses the mark” Aafter
dismantling several other arbgd:

ments, he concluded  that
James had uncovered “copious
evidence of possible financial

fraud” — evidence that entitded

Continued on Page A I8

ST ———
Letitia James, attomey general
of New York, has accused the
Trump Organization of fraud.

Push to Move On From Covid
Sharpens Pain of Those at Risk

By AMANDA MORRIS
and MAGGIE ASTOR

Denisse Takes's world is wery
small these days. She makes a liv-
ing by producing songs from her
living room, plays “Animal Cross-
ing” online with friends and
leaves her home in Burbank,
only occasionally o walk
her dog.

Even as her social media feeds
are flooded with friends and fam-
ily members returning to their
normal lives, she sees no one ex-
cept for her hushand, who donat-
ed his kidney in 2015 so that Ms,
Takes, 37, could receive a compati-
ble donor's kidney in return.

The medication that keeps her
immune system from rejecting
the organ also suppresses it from
creating antibadies in response to
acoronavirus vaccine. Her hody is
so bad at fighting off infection that
she has gone to the emergency
room with common colds, she
said. She fears that Covid-19
would kil ber.

But the isolation and depres-
sion — amplified as the rest of the
world seemingly mowves on from
the pandemic without her — have
also taken their toll. 1 keep trying
to hold on for my husband, hon-

The Vulnerable Feel
Isolated, Devalued
and Left Behind

estly” Ms. Takes said.

Millions of Americans with
weakened immune systems, dis-
abilities or illnesses that make
them especially vulnerable to the
coronavirus have lived this way
since March 2020, sequestering at
home, keeping their children owt
af school and skipping medical
care rather than risk exposure to
the virus. And they have seethed
over talk from politicians and pub-
lic health experts that they per-
ceive as minimizing the value of
thveir lives,

As Year 3 of the pandemic ap-
proaches, with public support for
precautions plummeting and gow-
ernors of even the most liberal
states moving to shed mask man-
dates, they find themselves cop-
ing with exhaustion and grief,
rooted in the sense that their
neighbors and leaders are willing
to accept them as collateral dam-
age in a return to normalkcy.

Comtinued on Page Al4

FEAR OF WAR RISES
AS SHELLING PELTS
EASTERN UKRAINE

NEWS ANALYSIS

Message to Moscow:
Prove Us Wrong

By DAVID E. SANGER

MUNICH — President Biden
and his top addes acknowledge
they are risking American credi-
bility as they constantly renew
the alarm that Russia is only
“several days™ away from trig-
gering an unprovoked land war
in Euwrope that could kill tens of
thousands of Ukrainians in its
opening hours, and plunge the
world back into something re-
sembling the Cold War

But Mr. Biden's aides sxy they
are willing to take that risk.

They would rather be accused
of hyperbole and fearmongering
than be proved right, they say, if
that’s what it takes to deter
President Viadimir V. Putin of
Russia from pursuing an inva-
sion that they worry will not stop
at Ukraine’s borders.

“If Russia doesnt invade
Ukraine, then we will be relieved
that Russia changed course and
proved our predictions wrong”
Secretary of State Antory J.
EBlinken =aid at the United Na-
tions Security Council on Thurs-
day morning, in a speech that
Mr. Biden had asked him to give
only hours before. “That would
be a far better outcome than the
course we are currently on. And
we will gladly accept amy criti
eism that anyone directs at ws’

“I am here today not to start a
war, but to prevent one;”" he
declared, an ohlique reference to
Calin L. Powell's famous but false
case, also made to the United
Mations, about why the United
States and its allies had to dis-
arm Saddam Hussein.

Mr. Biden and Mr. Blinken
make no secret of their suspicion
that their increasingly desperate-
sounding, last-ditch efforts to
deter calamity will very likely
fail. Their pessimism was re-
inforced Thursday by a series of
escalations. Russian-backed
forces in the Donbas region
appeared responsible for shelling
a school, and later claimed they
had come under fire from
Ukrainian forces, exactly the
kind of incident Mr. Blinken
warned might be used as a pre-
text to justify an invasion,

Mr. Biden will hold & phone
eall Friday afternoon with trans-
Atlantic leaders about Russia®s

Continued on Page A8

Officials Say Russia
May Claim Pretext
for an Invasion

By ANDREW E. KRAMER
and ANTON TROIANOVSKL

STANYTSIA LUHANSKA, Uk-
raine — Residents near Ukraine’s
front line rushed into basements
for cover Thursday as exchanges
of artillery fire with Russian-
backed separatists reached their
most intense level in months, an
ominous development amid West-
ern fears that Russia might use
the fighting as a pretext to invade
Ukraine.

A the United States and Russia
traded conflicting accounts owver
whether Russian forces were re-
ally pulling back from the Ukrain-
ian border, as Moscow has in-
sisted, the separatists claimed
they had come under fire fmmlhe
Ukrainians. That is precisely
sort of incident Western oﬂ‘u:uals
have warned Russia might try o
wse to justify military action.

At the White House, President
Biden said "every indication we
have is they re prepared to go into
Ukraine, attack Ulkraine” He said
the United States had “reason to
believe™ that Russia was “en-
gaged in a false flag operation to
have an excuse to go in”

Secretary of State Antony 1
Blinken made an unscheduled trip
to New York, where he told the
United Nations Security Council
that American intelligence “indi-
cates clearly” that Russian forces
surrounding the country from
three sides “are preparing to
launch an attack against Ukraine
in the coming days.”

The escalation of tensions rip-
pled throughout the markets,
where stock prices plunged.

Russia  continued 1o insist
Thursday that it had no plans to
invade, issuing new updates
about troop withdrawals and dis-
missing the American invasion
warnings as “information terror-
ism.,”

The Russian government also
published a lengthy response o
American proposals made  last
month to ease tensions, maintain-
ing the Kremlin's push to regain a
sphere of influence in Eastern Eu-
rope and issuing a vague warning
of mew mi ry deployments. If
the United States does not accede
o its demands, the document
=aid, “Russia will be forced to re-
spond, including through  the

Continued on Page AG

Spotify’s Huge Bet on Rogan
Brought Headaches to Match

This article is by Katherine Ros-
man, Ben Sisario, Mike Isaac and
Adam Satarian,

It was the deal that helped
make Spaotify a podcasting giant,
but has now put the company at
the center of a fiery debate about
misinformation and free speech.

Spotify was already the king of
music streaming. But to help pro-
pel the company into its next
phase as an all-purpose awdio jug-
Eernaut. and further challenge
Apple and Google, it wanted a su-
perstar podeaster, much as How-
ard Stern helped put satellite ra-
dio on the map in 2006, Spotify ex-
ecutives came to view Joe Rogan
— a comedian and sports com-
mentator whose no-holds-harred
podcast, “The Joe Rogan Experi-
ence” was already a monster hit
on YouTube — as that transforma-
tive star.

In May 2020, after an intense
courtship, Spotify announced a li-
censing agreament to host Mr, Ro-
gan's show exclusively, Although

Intense Backlash Risks
[ts Podcast Strategy

reported then o be worth more
than $100 million, the true value of
the deal that was negotiated at the
time, which covered three and a
half years, was at least $200 mil-
lion, with the possibility of more,
according to two people familiar
with the details of the transaction
who spoke anonymously because
they were not asthorized to dis-
cuss it

But in recent weeks the show
that helped Spotify catapult into a
marker leader for podcasis has
also placed it at the center of the
sort of cultural storm that has long
engul[ecl Facebook, Twitter and

YouTube, over questions about
the responsibility tech behemorth
have for the content on their plat-
forms.

It began when several promi-

Continnued on Page AZ1

Gasps, Then Tears, as One Russian Star Falls and Another Rises

By JULIET MACUR

BELIING — Kamila Valieva, the
Russian figure skating star at the
center of a doping scandal,
showed up at the Olympic rink on
Thursday night facing a single,
heavy expectation, especially
heavy for a 15-year-old who has
soared to the top of her spart in a
quick four months, only to fall
from it while the world was watch-
ing.

Her job was to win, for Russia.
Continuing the country's streak of
rwo  consecutive  Olympic  gold
medals in the women's event was
ar stake.

In a mostly black costume with
flame-red gloves that glowed at
the end of her long arms, she set
out, determined. as Maurice Rav-
el's "Bolero™ began to play. But
Jjump by jump, as her routine
crumbled after uncharacteristic
falls and stumbles, she knew a vic-
tory that evervone had once ex-
pected her to deliver was not to be.

Instead of ending the night in
first place bo per )
[+] ipics gone bad afver she was
found to have tested positive

Kamila Valieva, the 15-year-old skater who was favored to win gold, fini

weeks ago for a banned heart
medicine, she finished it by skat-
ing off the ice in tears. Her coach,
Eteri Tutheridze, greeted her not
with a hug, but with a stern look.

“Why did you let it go?" Tut-

beridze asked in Russian in a
scene broadceast on live television.
“Why did you stop fighting? Ex-
plain it to me, why? You let it go
after that axel™
Valieva did not repl:

THE KEW VORK TIRES

ed fourth on Thursday.

The Russians were expected to
sweep he medals, with valiewva
finishing first and living up to her
reputation as one of the best skat-
ersin history. But a Russian team-

Cortinued on Page B9
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“You Have to Give Us Respect”
In a landslide vote to remove three San
Francisco school board members, Chi-
nese American anger was cruclal to
victory, organizers say. PAGE AIT

White House’s Race-Blind Plan
Pollution disproportionately affects
communities of color, research shows.
But using race to allocate federal help
could drow legal challenges.,  PAGE ALz

Résumé Padding on Steroids
“Eweryone has fudged their résumé a
litthe,” o= the saying goes, but deception
by joby seekers has become more preva-
lent and brazen, putting employers on
high alert for fishy behaviors.  PAGE B1

Left Out of a Student Loan Deal
A LT billion settlement was portrayved
a8 a win-win for 39 states and the loan
giant Navient. But thousands of borrow-
ers who received predatory loans still

INTERNATIONAL Ad.12
Shifting Appmch to Virus

SPORTS B6-14

WEEKEND ARTS C1.20

Retracing an Artist’s Journey
At the New Museum, Faith Ringgold
has her first New York retrospective
decades, Above, quilts from her

An Uphill Climb

We've all seen bobsleds roaring down
the course at the Olympics, But how do
they get back up? PAGE B0

wvulnerable and asking others w
Covid to fend for themselves.

h
PAGE AlZ

— : Will a Fourth Shot Be Needed? have to pay them back. PAGE B “French Connection” series.  PAGEC1
Arabic Film Ignites a Debate An FD.A. official said the best time for Not the Games She Planned
Conservatives say Netflix’s first movie adults to get an additional shot may be The LS. skier Mikaela Shiffrin went to OPINION A22.23
in Arabic, a remake of an Italian film, the fall, when the spread of Lhe corona- Beijing a strong favorite, but after three )
flouts maoral standards. PAGE Al wirus is expected to rise again. PAGE Al4 falls, she's looking inward. PAGE B13 David Brooks PAGE A23 354613
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U.S. and
NATO
heighten
warnings
on Russia

As Blinken plans to
meet his Kremlin
counterpart, threat to
Ukraine appears dire.

By NoaH BIERMAN,
DEL QUENTIN WILBER
AaND Napria BuLos

WASHINGTON — Sec-
retary of State Antony J.
Blinken warned Thursday
that Russia “is preparing to
launch an attack™ agalnst
Ukraine, echolng earlier
comments from U8, and
Western officials who said
that an invasion could come
any day and that Moscow
would seek to use disinfor-
mation to create a pretext
for such an assault

“The most immediate
threat to peace and security
is Russia's looming aggres-
slon Zainst Ukraine,”
Blinken sald during an im-
promptustop atallN. Secu-
rity Council meeting to dis-
cuss developments. “The
stakes Frie] far beyvond
Ukraine. This is a moment of
peril for the lives and safety
of millions of people.™

Even though Western of-
ficials have said they were
holding out hope for di-
plomacy, their dire rhetor
on Thursday. as well as ac-
tions taken by the Kremlin,

See Russia, A6]
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RUSSIAN PRESIDENT Viadimir Putin has reinforced false narratives accusing Ukraine of atrocities.

Kremlin ramps up campaign
to spread disinformation

Pro-Moscow media

By Masia BuLos

» Ukraine — To hear Russian
the government of
Ukraine is run by neo-Mazis waging a
genocidal campaign against ethnic
Russians in the country's east, where
Moscow-backed authorities regu-
larly uncover mass graves full of the
corpses of women and children with
bound hands and bludgeoned heads
even as they face the hell of constant

media tell it,

shelling.

gion.

"It's & war between the Ukrainian

until

amplify falsehoods to justify an invasion

Such false images and narratives
have become a daily staple in Russia
in the months since an estimated
150,000 Russian troops. along with ar-
mored vehicles, warplanes and nawval
ships. began assembling on Ukraine's
periphery. The Russian media have
gone into overdrive with stories de-
picting a government in Kyiv so cruel
that Moscow has no cholce but to
swoop in and protect the ethnic Rus-
sians in eastern Ukraine’s Donbas re-

government and its own peaple. ...
People are dying there every day.
Thousands of civilians died there.
Thousands of children lost their
limbs there, buried in little coffins,™
Margarita Simonyan, head of the
state-funded broadeaster RT, said on
atalk show onthe Russia-l channel.
“Go there once. ...
your attitude completely. And yvoull
understand that Russia can't help
but stop this war. Do we have to wait
they url-!an;ze concentration

You'll change

See Ukraine, A6]

Amid criticism,

By COLLEEN SHALBY.
RoseERT J. LOPES
AND TERESA WATANABE

California State TUni-
wersity Chancellor Joseph I
Castro, confronted with
growing criticism of his han-
dling of sexual harassment
and bullying allegations in-
wolving a former Lop assist-
ant, announced his resigna-
Lion Thursday,

The Aannouncement
marks a stunning fall for
Castro, who was hailed as a
passionate advocate for stu-
dents and employess and
particularly praised for in-
creasing graduation rates
and narrowing achievement
gaps while president of
Fresno State before he was
named chancellor in Sep-
termber 2020,

His resignation came af-
ter an all-day closed-door

CSU chancellor resigns

session with the Board of
Trustees.

"I have been honored to
serve the California State
University for more than
eight years, including as its
eighth chancellor, and the
decision to resign is the
most difficult of my profes-
slonal life,” Castro sald ina
statement. “While I disagree
with many aspects of recent
media reports and the ensu-
ing commentary. it has be-

come clear to me that re-
signing at this time is neces-
sary s that the CSU can
maintain its focus sguarely
on its educational mission
and the impactful work yet
tobedone.”

Board of Trustees Chair
Lillian Kimbell said in a
statement that “we appreci-
ate Chancellor Castro’s co-
operation with the Trustees
and his decision to step
down for the benefit of [the]

California State University
system.”

The trustees will finalize
asuccession plan soon. Until
then, Executive Vice Chan-
cellor and Chief Finaneial
Officer Steve Relyea will
serve as acting chancellor
until aninterim chancelloris
narmed.

Castro’s resignation
comes amid  widespread
criticism after reports that

[See Castro, Al1Z]
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STATE
DETAILS
PLAN

AS COVID
WANES

Officials’ blueprint for
pandemic’s next phase
focuses on flexibility,

preparing for variants.

By LukE MONEY
AaND Rowag-Gorna Law IT

California officials  on
Thursday offered a cautious
blueprint for the next phase
ofthe pandemic, expressing
optimism at the progress
that has been made but
stressing the state must be
prepared for the potential
for nesw variants and waves,

The plan comes amid a
growing push in some quar-
ters to finally move on from
two years of restrictions due
to the coronavirus. While
mask mandates have been
easing, state officials essen-
tially said that it's unwise to
My a“mission accomplished™
banner and that the most
important thing now is to be
prepared for any contingen-
cies— and to learn from past
lessons,

“Today is not about mov-
ing on but, rather, about
moving forward,” California
Health and Human Services
Secretary Dr. Mark Ghaly
said. “We move into this next
phase with humble confi-
dence and a commitment to
be active and aware every
step ofthe way. We maowve into
the next phase smarter than
we ever have been.”

That means being pre-

[Soe Pandemic, A12]

Newsom unveils
state’s next phase
Governor, trying to fwc\ld
past mistakes, LRI
tone with “SMARTER"
strategy. CALIFORNLA, Bl

Good defense
against Omiecron
Booster shots and infec
tion surge bolster Ameri-
cans” imrr_ntnlty. Experts
urge caution. MATION, A7

BEIJING m OLYMPICS

BEIJING 2022

women's free skating program. Vi

GARY AMBROSE For The Times
RUSS IAN figure skater Kamila Valieva, 15, takes a tumble after a spin during the

mlieva, facing doping allegations, finished fourth.

It’s a night of spills, no thrills
for accused skater Valieva

By DaAvID WHARTON

BEIJING — Maybe the
pressure was too much for a
teenager — EVEen a preco-
ciously talented teen such as
Kamila Valieva

The 15-year-old Russian
hailed as the new face of
WOImen's figure skating
stumbled through triple
Jumps and tumbled out of
qQuadruples, waving a hand
in disgust as her free skate
program ended.

After aweek embroiled in
doping allegations and
controversy of international
proportions, Valieva quite
suddenly looked her age
‘Thursday night, bending
under a weight that pressed
her out of medal contention,
from first all the way down to
fourth place.

That opened the door for
a slightly older and certainly
steadier teammate, Anna
Shcherbakova, to nail those
quad jumps and win gold at
the Beijing Olympics.

"It means so much,” the
17-year-ald  Shcherbakova
said. “Being able to perform
My program cleanly is every-
thing I wanted.™

Ancther teammate, Al-
exandra Truasova, took silver
by landing no fewer than five
guads, and Sakamoto Kaord
of Japan got bronze for a
subtle, clean proy

“I dom't have the Tig
jumps that others have,”
SBakamoto said. “That
means I have to make all my

[See Olympics, A4]

Guilty verdict in fentanyl
death of Angels pitcher

By JorGE CASTILLO

FORT WORTH — A for-
mer Angels communica-
tions director was found
guilty Thursday of distribut-
ing fentanyl and giving Tyler
Skages the drugs Ethat
caused the Angels pitcher's
death in a suburban Dallas
hotel room in 2009, conelud-
ing a trial that yanked Major
League Baseball to the cen-
ter of the national opioid cri-
sis

Eric Kay, 47, faces 20

wears to life in a federal pris-
on and up to a $l-million fine.
His sentencing is scheduled
for June 28,

The 12-person jury lis-
tened to closing arguments
in 1S, Distriet Court on
Thursday morning before
reaching a verdict after less
than #0 minutes of delibera-
tion. In addition to finding
Shaggs guilty of committing
the crimes in Texas, the jury
agreed with the government
that “but for"” the fentanyl,
Skagegs wouldn't have died.

With Kay convicted, the

attention will shift to the civ-
il lawsuits the Skaggs family
has filed against the Angels
in Texas and California.

“We are wvery grateful to
the government and the jury
for seeing this important
case through to the right
wverdict,” the Skaggs family
said in a statement. “Tyler
was the light of our family.
He is gone, and nothing can
ever bring him back. We are
relieved that justice was
served, although today is a
painful reminder of the

[See Kaw, A8]

»

‘Deputy gangs’
spurs sheriff’s ire
WVillanueva sends cease-
and-desist letter calling
for L.A. County leaders
to stop using the label.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Brazil mudslide
deaths reach 117
Officials say 116 others
are unaccounted for
after torrential rains
ravaged mountain city
of Petropolis. WoRLID, A4
Weather

Sunny and warm.

L.A. Basin: 75./40. B6

85944700200

Francisco BEco Assceiated Press

A GOLDEN HALFPIPE

Eileen Gu, the American-born freestyle skier
who represents China, won her third medal of
the Winter Games in Beijing. sPoRTS, Baz

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Fast-rising inflation stirs anxiety. Is the economy really that bad? A8



@The Washing

Prices: sy vary in e petite mstraoaitan Washingies.

ton JJost

WL V2 VA W

m)l'arlly sunny, windy 58,31 « Tomorrow: Sunny, windy 45,24 BS

Democracy DHes in Darkness

FRIDAY,

FEBRUARY 18, 2022 - §2

Left-wing
ideas ebb
ahead of

midterms

lany Democrats shun
‘defund.” other proposals
popular in Trump era

BY SEAN SULLIVAN
AND DAVID WEIGEL

As Democrats look fearfully
toward the midterm elections,
many of the partys candidates,
strategists and voters are recoil-
ing from some of the left-wing
proposals that gained pro
nence during the Tromp adn
tration.

While they helped channel
widespread anger with the for-
mer president’s rhetoric and pol-
icies while be was in office, many
Democrats now see them as oo
extreme and harmful o De
cratic prospects this fall. Others
whoopposed them previously are
speaking up more emphatically.
The result is a growing hacklash
against more-liberal officehold-
ers, challengers and plans.

In multiple states, Democrats
running in competitive areas are
scrambling to push back against
the “defund the police™ move-
ment embraced by far-left activ-
ists, with some forced to try ex-
plaining past associations with
the controversial slogan. Presi-
dent Biden has maintained his
distance by touting federal fund-
ing that can be used to put more
officers on the beat amid a rise in
vialent erime, as opposed to cut-
ting their numbers.

SEE DEMOCRATS ON A5

imis-

MLACHMIR SIMICE R AGE

1 FRGANICE. P S, T T AL

A 2nd Cavalry Reglment soldier walks on a runway at Kuchyna Alr Base as ULS. troops arrive In Slovakia for the NATO Saber Strike drill.

Disease experls preach caulion lo weary America

BY JOEL ACHENBEACH

The masks are coming off
Thursday at Disneyland and Dis-
ney World, The theme parks are
the latest places to say the pan-
demic has reached a point at
which indoor masking is no lon-
ger required for people who are
vaccinated another sign the
nations health emergency isn't
what is was in 2020, 2021 or even
January 20232,

Those who support
conlinuing restrictions
face increasing backlash

Blue state governors are lifting
mask mandates. So is Muriel E.
Bowser (I¥), mayor of the nation’s
capital. And evervone saw what
happened Sunday at the Super

Bowl in the crowded, sort-of-out-
doors environs of SoFi Stadium:
Even though the Los Angeles
County health department had
said masks were requived, just
about the only people with their
faces covered were the ones wear-
ing helmets,

But the easing of the coronavi-
rus pandemic’s grip is hardly a
serene moment. The country is
witnessing a broad backlash from
many conservatives and libertari-

ans, not only against the ongoing
mask mandates but also against
the past two years of public health
measures, including school clo-
sures, designed to suppress the
spread of the virus. As the fall
elections approach, the virs it-
self isn’t the hot topic so much as
the response to it.

SEEVIRUS OM A1

‘Global efforts: The administration
willl surge vaccine aid to Africa, A10

Russia
retreat
called
a ruse

BIDEN AGAIN WARNS
ATTACK IS IMMINENT

Continuing buildup near
Ukraine dashes hopes

BY ELLEN NAKASHIMA.
SHANE HARRIS,
ALEX HORTON
AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

1.8, officials have obtained
telligence  that Russia's n-
nounced military pullback from
Ukraine’s border was a deliberate
ruse to mislead the United States
and other world powers, four offi-
cials said Thursday, as Fresident
Biden offered a bleak warning that
the Kremlin will launch an attack
in the next several days™

The souring optimism that it
wonld be possible to avoid conflict
came just days afver a flicker of
hope, when Russian leaders sig-
naled they would begin to draw
down the mome than 150,000
troops  they have massed at
Ukraine’s border. That announce-
ment was accompanied by Krem-
lin-produced videos of what they

sSEE UKRAINE 0N A1z

On the front lines: In separatist
Donetsk, war is ever present. ALL

On the outside: Ukraine faces
barmers to join NATO and E.U. A12

Bowser’s popularily drops as

concerr

But poll shows most back
mayor’s job performance
as she pursues 3rd term

BY JULIE ZAUZMER WEIL,
MICHAEL BRICE-SADDLER,
SCOTT CLEMENT
AND EMILY GUSKIN

A majority of D.C. re
approve of Mayor Muriel E.
ser's job performance — although
her popularity has dropped from
previous years, with residents
growing sharply more concerned
about crime and the city'’s direc-
tion overall as she seeks a third
term leading the nation’s capital
city, a Washington Post poll finds.

A 5B percent majority of resi-
dents approve of Bowser’s overall
job performance — down from 67
percent in Post polls conducted in
2019 and 2017. Bowser also holds
a wide advantage in the June
Demoeratic primary, with many
voters still unfamiliar with her
challengers. While Bowser gels
high marks from voters on her
handling of the coronavirns and
road safety, voters rate her nega-
tively on other matters, particu-
larly her efforts to reduce crime,
which has surged to the forefront
of vOLeTs” coneerns.

Asked to name the District’s
top problem, 36 percemt cite
crime, violence or guns — twice as
many as in a 2019 Post poll. Over
the same period, the share of

over D.C. ¢

mao ¢

58 percent

of residents approve of 0.C, Mayor
Murie| E, Bowser's performance.
This Is down from &7 percent in
2019 and 2017.

36 percent
of residents cite crime, vicdence or

guns as the District’s tep problem.
In 2019, thiz was 18 percent.

49 percent

of residents say the city is headed
in the right diraction, down from
58 percent in 2019.

residents saying the city is headed
in the right direction dropped
fromm 59 percent to 49 percent.

The random sample of S04 DUC.
residents who were surveyed gave
mixed marks for Bowser's leader-
ship, including on some of her
signature isswes. A T2 percent
majority say Bowser is doing an
exeellent or good job bandling the
coronavirus  pandemic, amnd 58
percent rate her positively for
working to improve street safety
for bicyclists, pedestrians and
maotorists. But more than 6 in 10
rate Bowser negatively for her
performance on affordable hous-
ing and homelessness, and more
than 7 in 10 give her negative
marks over reducing critme.

Yet despite residents” fears and
frustrations, Bowser's detractors
have not coalesced behind an
opposing candidate. With the

SEE POLL ON AR
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Legacy of these Olvmpics? A leen’s lorment.

BY JERRY BREWER

BELING — Kamila Valieva sat
erying., sandwickhed between
two consoling coaches, She
would not rise. She bent over,
head approaching her knees.
She tilted over, falling into
the lap of choreograpber
Daniil Gleikhenganz.

The Russian figure skater,
just 15 and lost in doping par-
gatory. glued herself to the
anguish for 2 minutes. Tt
hurt like 2% hours. On Thurs-
day night, the sport did what
the Court of Arbitration for
Sport declined vo do after her
positive drg test shook these

L -, “

CMVID L PHILLIFYASSOCATED PRESS
Figure skater Kamila Valleva
weeps after Ainlshing fourth.
Anna Sheherbakova, top
middle, won gold. Alexandra
Trusova, top left, got silver, and
Kaorl Sakamoto won bronze.

Beijing Olympics. It took ac-
tion and handed down the
cruelest punishment possible.

The result broke the child.
After a disastrous free skate,
Valieva tumbled from first to
fourth place in the women's
competition, a sup sure
thing left to watch gold, silver
and bronze evade her.

There was no need for as-
terisks, provisional medals or
any otherwinging-it gestures
from the International Clym-
pic Committee to manage a

=EE BREWER ON Al18

Lost amid tears: Shcherbakova
delvers a golden free skate. D1

Ruling may
put Trump
depositions
on fast track

il and eriminal probes
in New York center on
family business dealings

BY SHAVNA JACORS
anp JoNaTHaN OCoNN

NEW YORK — Former president
Donald Trump and teo of his chil-
dren must give depositions a
long-running civil investigation
into the family’s business practic-
s — a ruling that means the trio
could face hours of uncomfortable
questioning by investigators in
the near futore.

Attorneys for Trump, Denald
Trump Jr. and Ivanka Tromp tried
o get subpoenas for their testimo-
ny and related documents thrown
out in court filings and at a hear-
ing “Thursday morning. They ac-
cused New York Attorney General
Letitia James (I} of trying to cir-
cumvent the legal process by seek-
ing evidence for the civil matter
that she could also use to build a
criminal case against the former
president and his business.

James, who has called herself
a partner in a criminal probe

sEE TRUMP OM Al
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extremist threat there

THE REGION
Ajudge ruled that alos-
ing bidder on Mary-

her father's segregated
schoolhouse
im the rural
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AMAL SELAIDMEN, EPS-EFES SHUTTERSTOOK
a Police said action to bring
have
mminent.” Al4

Leondra Kruger,
sotential Biden pick
for the Supreme Court,
is seen as a liberal who
takes a careful,
thoughtiul approach
o the Taw. Ad
Floriaa’s House ap
proved a bill bannkng
abortions after 15 weeks
aof pregnancy. A7

THE WORLD

France announced

it will withdraw troops
From Mali after nearly a
decade of fighting an

that has surged in reeent
Vears. A13

THE ECONOMY
Federal regulators
investigated sudden,
unexpected braking in
Teslavehicles after
fHelding hundreds of
complaints from con-
SUMWeTs. A6

The Dow plunged more
than o0 points as the
a-UTkraine crisis
eontinued o weigh
heavily on global
markets. A17

land’s woll lanes project
Filed mwost of its bid pro-
tesst in thme, allowing &
legal challbenge to pro-
eeed. Bl

D.C. leaders revealed
new hospital will take
name from the nearby
estate of abolitionist
Frederick Douglass. Bl
In Maryland, House
Speaker Adrienne A.
Jones said she wants to
ensure social equity as
the debate over pot
legalization begins, B
After a woman found

woods, the strueture will
e preservesd. Bi

A federal judge found
the Diistrict in contempt
for inadequate special
edueation for students
with disabilities in the
D, jadl. Ba

OBITUARIES

Walter Dellinger, 511, a
legal scholar who served
under President Bill
Clinton as chief of the
Difice of Legal Counsel
and then as acting solici-
tor general, helped shape
generations of jurtsts. Bs

WEEKEND

Go, Van Gogh

Far from flashy
“experiences,” the
Paintings by the Iaused
master sprinkled across
the D.C, region invite
quiet contemplation
away Trom crowds.,

o [ IMURUIIERI,
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El exgobernador
Urribarri, con pedido
de 12 anos de carcel

Esti acusado de corrupeion durante su
gestion en Entre Rios; le imputan una
defraudacion por US$9 millones; hoy es el

RACING, ENUN
EMPATE CON
SABOR A DERROTA

deportes

Ganaba 2 a0 ante Defensa y Justicia, y

termindg 2a 2; Cardona errd un gol increible

pero luego convirtio de penal; Gimnasia, en
La Plata,vencio 1 a0aSan Lorenzo.

NOHABRA NUEVOS

PLANESY CRECE EL

CONFLICTO PIQUETERO
politica

El Gobierno confirmad gue no se ampliara

el plan Potenciar Trabajo; aumenta la
tension con las organizaciones sociales

embajador argentinoenlsrael. Pigina 13

de izquierda. Pigina 14

LA NACION

VIERNES 18 DE FEBRERO DE 2022

LANACION.COM.AR

Suben las tasas de interés
para frenar el dolar: los
plazos fijos rendiran 41,5%

poLiTICA MONETARIA. La medida busca impulsar el ahorro en pesos y dar una seial al FMI

Con el propésito de incentivar el
ahorro en pesos v desalentar la de-
mandade délares enel mercadopa-
ralelo, el Banco Central (BCRA) dis-
pusoayerunaumentoedelastasasde
interds. Es una medida que apunta
a desacelerar el ritmo de emision y
adar unasefial al Fondo Monetario
en el marco de los avances para el
acuerdo por la refinanciacion de la

sociedad

Las llamas

Pagina 20

deuda conelorganismo. Lasubade
tasas busca atenuar la inflacién, en
un contexto de aumento sostenido
a pesar de los controles de precios
instrumentados por el Gobierno.
El ajuste anunciado por el BCRA
incrementa la tasa dereferenciaen-
tre 2,5 y 3 puntos. El rendimiento
anual para las Leligsera de 47%y el
de los plazos fijos, tanto de indivi-

El fuego también
arrasa con la fauna
de los Esteros

a la amplia biodiversidad
del Parque Nacional;
animales calcinados y
otros que buscan escapar
de los incendios, otra
dramiitica realidad de los
humedales correntinos

duas como de empresas, de 41,5%.
El BCRA estimd que la medida no
afectard la tasa de los créditos. Se-
guan los expertos, tales aumentos
se mantienen aun por debajo del
actual ritmo mensual de inflacidn
ydelas proyecciones que hacen los
analistas paraesteafio, perodanun
paso hacia el objetivo de establecer
tasas positivas. Paginals

En enerouna familia
necesito $78.624
para no ser pobre
Pagina 15

Polémica por laidea de una
empresa estatal de alimentos
Carlos Manzoni

Pégina 16

Yacarés afectados, en medio de un territorio destruide por el fuego en la reserva Don Luis, al norte del Parque Nacional Esteros del Ibera

Una lluvia de miisiles reaviva la tension en Ucrania

CONFLICTO.KIEV(AP)~Unata-
que con misiles a un asiloy a un
jardin de infantes, realizado por
los separatistas rusos en el estede
Ucrania, reaviviayer el temor por
lacrisis en la region, mientras Ru-
sia mantiene mds de 150,000 efec-
tivos del otro lado de la frontera.

El conflicto quedd empantana-
dotambién en laviadelasnegocia-
ciones, luegode queel Kremlinde-
cidid la expulsion del ndmero dos
delaembajadade Estados Unidos
en Mosct, y el presidente norte-
americano,Joe Biden, advirtidque
el riesgo de una invasidn rusa en

Ucrania sigue siendo “muy alto™
“Todos los indicios que tenemos
indican que estan preparados pa-
raentraren Ucrania”, dijo el man-
datario estadounidense. La grave
situacion queddexpuestaademss
en las declaraciones del canciller
ruso, Sergei Lavrov, quien no des-

cartd medidas militares si Occi-
dente rechaza sus demandas de
seguridad. “Si no hay disposicion
de partede Estados Unidos de én-
tendernos (...) Rusia severdaobliga-
da a actuar, sobre todo aplicando
medidas de cardcter military tée-
nico”, sefiala Lavrov. Pagina 2

Ferndandez
apura el envio

al Congreso

del acuerdo
con el Fondo

El presidente Alberto Ferndndez
enviard al Congreso el proyecto
de ley con el acuerdo con el FMI la
proxima semana, a mAs tardar el
miércoles, segiin adelanté una alta
fuente a LA RACION.

Tras la presentacion, el ministro
de Economia, Martin Guzmaén, ird
al Parlamento para informar sobre
el entendimiento. En la Casa Rosa-
da aspiran a que el debate parla-
mentario sea corto: el objetivo es
que el acuerdo sea aprobadoen 10
dias. Pagina g

GZA. EMILIO WHITE

La Corte
interviene en la
peleade Larreta
con el Gobierno
RECURSOS. Citd auna
audiencia sobre el recorte

de la coparticipacion
Paginal0



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

HA 100 ANOS
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UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANO 10T = N° 33.924

TCU vé indicio
de fraude em
producao de
cloroquina

Relavdrio técnico do Tribu-
nalde Contas da Unidoob-
tido pela Folha aponta "in-
dicios robustos” de frau-
de pela empresa que for
neceu ao Exército o insu-
mo para producio de clo
roquina em 26 licitagbes,
sendo 24 sob a pandemia,
Citada, a Sulminas Su-
plementos e Nurricionega
irregularidade. O Exército
nao respondew. sabde B6

T ]

e

Anvisa aprova
primeiro autoteste
para Covid no pais
A Anvisa autorizou on-
tem o primeiro autoteste
para Covid-19 no Brasil.
O produto registrado ¢
da empresa CPMH, para
uso com amostra de swab
{cotonete) nasal nao pro-
funda. A agéncia regulado-
ra havia aprovado avenda
desse tipo de exame em
janeiro passado. saide B7

Cotidiano B4
Membro da ABL,
académico Candido
Mendes de Almeida
morre aos 93 anos

Iustrada C1
Nova onda de
filmes explora a
maternidade além
dos esteredtipos

Cc9

Guia

Capital paulista
ganha bar de luxo
com bolovo a R$ 135
e horas de filas

5400_u1165

Sirene no centro de Petn‘;hpolis i

A pandemia em 17.fev
Dados das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

No Brasil
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ntegra sistema que alerta populagio da cidade para riscos de inundagbes e desabamentos, como os que mataram dezenas nesta semana

SEXTA-FEIRA, 18 DE FEVEREIRO DE 2022

R% 5,00

Fachin critica acusacoes de
Bolsonaro, mas se diz aberto

Atacar Justica Eleitoral & atacar democracia, afirma préximo presidente do TSE

O ministro Edson Fachin,
que assume terga-feira (22) a
presidéncia do Tribunal Su

perior Eleitoral com o Grgao
na mira das criticas do presi-
dente Jair Bolsonaro, afirma
estar com a mao estendida
ao chefe do Executivo, Nao
wolerard, porém, atagues.

“MNao vamos tolerar os in-
tolerantes. Mas, por agora,
eu tenho uma mio estendida
€ eu espero reciprocidade”,
disse Fachin & Folha. Nesta
semana, 0 ministro foi alvo
do presidente por ter apon-
tado o risco de ciberataques
fas urnas vindos da Rissia.

) s

Mortes em Petréopolis sobem para
ao menos 117 e podem dobrar

Onumero de mortos em de-
corréncia das tempestades
que atingiram Petropolis na
noite de ter¢a (15) chegou
ontemn a 117 e pode dobrar.
Outras 116 pessoas ainda es-
tavam desaparecidas, segun-
do a Policia Civil, e voltou a
chover forte na cidade.

0 sistema de sirenes que
alerta os moradores para
que deixem as dreas de ris-
cofoiacionado ontem. Equi-
pes de resgate continuam
trabalhando e acharam trés
sobreviventes. A populacao
foi removida em pontos cri-
ticos em duas comunidades.

A demora em evacuar as
regides perigosas fol citada
como uma das razdes para
o grande saldo de mortos.

Apenas 33 corpos haviam
sido identificados. Entre as
vitimas, o nimero de mu-
Iheres era quase o dobro do
queodehomens. cotidiano Bi

A |

Bernadest Szabo, Reuters

BOLSONARO USA LEMA FASCISTA COM ORBAN NA HUNGRIA

Em visita improvisada, presidente abraca premié huin

ro, icone da extrema direita, com gra-

vata na cor de seu partido; brasileiro voltou a sugerir influéncia sobre crise na Ucrénia mMunde ato

Ele declara que sua propo-
sicho é colaborativa e que as
portas do TSE estarao aber
tas “para que todas as autori-
dades da Repriblica tenham
dados e informacgbes e es-
pagos para questionamen-
108", contanto que mantido o
disdlogo respeitoso.

Pasta de Doria
loteada pelo MDB
multiplica verba
Ocupada por Itamar Bor
ges, do MDB, desde junho,
a Secretaria de Agricultu-
ra e Abastecimento multi-
plicou por15 os gastos em
aga, com entregas de be-
nesses as vésperas da elei-
¢ao deste ano —em que
05 tucanos Joao Doria e
Rodrigo Garcia, seu vice,
buscam cargos. Politica A4

“Quem defende interven-
cao militar, fechar um Po-
der ou um tribunal como o
Supremo Tribunal Federal,
quem discute inexistente
fraude em urna eletrdnica
nio estd discutindo urna,
estd discutindo a ruina da
democracia” politica A7

Eduarde Anizelli) Folhapress

Aras nega ter crime
de Bolsonaro em
caso de vazamento

Politica AR

Presidente cogita para
vice ministro sanfoneiro
Jair Bolsonaro avalia Gil-
son Machado, seu minis-
tro do Turismo, para ava-
ga de vice nasua chapa pa-
ratentar a reeleicio. as

Ataques, ameaca russa e alerta
dos EUA pioram crise na Ucrania

Enguanto a guerra de versdes em torno da Ucrdnia se
agravol com araques reais no leste do pais, a disputa di-
plomiitica entre Riissia ¢ EUA escalou ontem, apods dias
de sinalizacio de Moscou em favor de negociagbes. Ao

Tatiana Prazeres

Pequim estd de
olho em Kievea
espera de frutos

Apesar de nio se benefi-
ciar de uma eventual con-
frontagao militar, Pequim
pode colher frutos das ten-
sdes em curso. Primeiro,
elas tiram o foco de que
Biden precisa para lidar
com a ascensdo chinesa
—o0 que, para o establish-
ment americano, € a real
ameacaaos EUA. Mundoan

Diante de gargalos,
inddstria téxtil
altera até cores

Mercado ATZ

EDITORIAIS A2

Agua na fervura
Sobre respostas do TSE
a investida de Bolsonaro.
Ciberameacas

Acerca de despreparo do
pais ante ataques virtuais.
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TituIar anticontrabando habia solicitado procedimientos y no recibic') respuesta

Fitster acusa a Fiscalia de mentir
sobre allanamientos a tabacaleras

Ministerio Publico sacé un comunicado diciendo que la causa en cuestion tiene condena y
comiso histérico. Ministro afirmé que queria llegar a los financistas del contrabando.

PAGINA &

Fiscal a Monumental 1080 AM - —
Aseguran que guardias
hacen de campanas en
el Parana Country Club

PAGINA 42

Puede pedir libertad condicional en 2027
Tribunal ratifica que la
condena de Carmen
Villalba va hasta 2035

PAGINA 44

Asumira el domingo 6 de marzo

Francisco nombro a 7 &
Adalberto Martinez 2

: Inaccion. Oenegé reclamd a intendente G, 20, f"lf,"] gl |O|“c'" del Fonacide sin
COI“O nIIEVO aI‘ZObISpﬂ gjecutar. En Asuncién se requieren 440 reparaciones o nuevas aulas PAGINA 22

PAGINA 21

Habra reunion con los fiscales que entienden en el caso Ex presidente de Honduras detenido y con pedido de extradicion

Arregui afirma que investigar supuesto | Captura de Hermandez, aviso para otros
caso de lavado de Cartes es prioritario | en Latinoamérica, advierten desde EEUU

PAGINAT PAGINA 39

NUEVA TOYOTA LA SUV FACIL
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« Sans Ia liberté de blimer, il n'est point d'éloge flattewr » Beaumarchais

ACADEMIE FRANCAISE
ANTOINE COMPAGNON, UN SPECIALISTE
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A UOCCASION
DU LAMCEMENT
DE LA NOUVELLE

CAMPAGNME BERLUT),
LE FIGARO A PATIMNE
SON LOGO.

GAUCHE
Ségoléne Royal
leve le tabou
du vote «utile»
pour Jean-Luc
Meélenchon rac

EUROPE DE L'EST
La tension remonte
danslest

de I'Ukraine races

INCESTE

« Je vivais dans

la hontes : quand
les victimes brisent
le silence raseu

Pouvoir d’achat : les candidats
peinent a convaincre

Selon notre sondage Odoxa, deux tiers des Francais pensent que la présidentielle pourrait avoir
un impact sur leur niveau de vie, mais ils restent sceptiques sur 'exécution des promesses.

Selon le sondage Odoxa- Back-
bone Consulting pour
Le Figare, 54 % des Frangais
considérent que le pouvaoir
d'achat constitue le théme qui
influencera le plus leur vote 4

devant la santé, I'immigration,
la sécurité, Ienvironnement
ainsi que le chivmage. s sont
dailleurs bien plus nombreux
que lors de la précédente cam

pagne de 2007, durant laquelle

cette thématique comme dé-
terminante dans leur choix
€lectoral. Peut-étre plus im-
portant encore, 67 " des Fran-
ais estiment que cette élection
presidentielle aura un impact

BIATHLON
Pourquoi Quentin
Fillon Maillet peut
reéaliser un six

sur six de legende
ENVIRONNEMENT
Les riviéres

du monde entier
polluees par

des medicaments

AERON AUTIQUE
Airbus oublie

la crise, Air France-
KLM la subit

« Un grand
entretien
avec Fiodor
Loukianowv

et Thomas
Gomart

» Les tribunes
de Didier

Le Bret

et d'Agnes
Verdier-
Molinié

= Le bloc-notes
dTvan Rioufol

CHAMPS

FIGARO OUI

FIGARD NON
Reéponses a la question
de jeudi :

L'Europe doit—elle
se doter de moyens
pour EnVoyer
des astronautes
dans l'espace?
NON (0]8)1
7% 33%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 102154

== Votez aujourdhui

= i1 jefigarofr
g i Barkhane : approuvez—
vous le retrait des troupes
francaises du Mali?

JEAN-CHRISTOPHE MARMARALE
FIGARD - THOMAS MAYERPIET HEN
EEK

M 00108 - 218-F: 3,20
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I"élection présidentielle, loin 33 %

Face au pape

seulement considéraient

Francois, la bataille
de I'Ordre de Malte

pour conServer

son indépéndance

Pour ne pas perdre son autonomie, cé trés ancien ondre de chevalerie de I’

une importante joute ecclésiale en présence du pape, le 26 février, au Vatican. PRGE 16

B3 EDITORIAL 1 s it e it vtremciciictigmoss
Trompe-l'ceil

u'est- o qui entraine un citoyen
a se rendre aux umes ? Son sens
civique sans doute, ses espoirs
politiques évidermment, mais
quand les désillusions se suoc
dent 1l en faut plus encare pour
remplir le5’isoloirs. Les esprits tocquevilliens
en appellent aisément i la raison. Elle mesure
I'imperfection de toutes choses, accepte la
part de désenchantement consubstantielle &
I"'exercice démocratique, recommande les
ambitions modestes et les choix tempérés. Ce
sont les électeurs qui votent a chagque élection
et qui sont caricaturés par le camp d’en face
en tenants du suffrage censitaire.
Les enfants de Brumaire revendigquent plutdt
les passions. Elles mélent la ferveur et 'aven-
ture, la force de I'eémotion et I'esprit d’audace.
Elles animent les forces du vote populaire,
qualifié par les « raisonnables » de vobe « po-
puiliste =, Cette tersion explique 1"éguivogue
qui, dans cette élection, entoure la question
du pouvoir d'achat, Elément constitutif de
l'existence de chacun, pivot des disputes par
tisanes, source infinie d'inspiration dans le
registre des promesses de campagne, levier
spectaculaire de la colére sociale, le «reste a
vivres hante la bataille présidentielle sans

que les candidats parviennent i se distinguer,
a convaincre qu'ils pourront véritablement
changer les choses, Comme si Pinconscient
collectif considérait I'économie comme une
chose trop sérieuse, trop complexe, pour &re
confiée a I'Etat. §'il donne, il prelevera, s'il
préleve, {1 dépensera. Le pouvolr d'achat est
aussi un trompe-1"ceil électoral. Les Francais
I'ont compris.

Le souci 1 5" agit done de s"em-
de la hn parer du_.~|L'|l.ljcl. d‘jrn.'f—
5 giner mille proposi
du mois, tions mais sans jamais
la Cra.i.nte oublier que la chose,
. pour &re nécessalre,
de la fll'l esl rarement suffisan
dun monde = Le souci de la fin du

mois  s‘accompagne
dans une trés large part de 'opinion de la
crainte dela find"wn monde. Climatigues pour
les uns, culturelles ou identitaires pour les
autres, sociales enfin, ces craintes ont un pou-
voir de mobilisation tout aussi important
qu'une accumulation de promesses sectoriel-
les, Au souci premier du capital matériel se
méle de plus en plus celui des richesses imma-
térielles, C'est i ce second niveau que se dessi-
nent desormais les véritables clivages. l

sur leur pouvoir d*achat. Pour-

ise catholique s’appiréte a conduire

AND 390 € - BEL =330 € - OH - 4 30FS « 0: 160 € « ESP: 390 € - GR : 360 €~ DO : 150 €= UL : 3,50 € - PORT.CONT - 400 € = WAR: 25 0t - TUM : 800 0T

IS5 B2 5852

tant, selon le politologue lérd-
me Fourquet, « nos concitoyens
sont assez circonspects face auy
annonces, car beaucoup antici-
pent que ce gue I'Erat va donner
d'une main, il le reprendra dis
crétement de l'autre ».
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Pour le
président du
Niger, la fin
de Barkhane
va « profiter
aux
terroristes »

Emmanuel Macron a confirme
jeudi un « retrail coordonne =
des moyens militaires déplovés
par la France au Mali pour lut
ter contre les groupes djihadis-
tes. Le président du Niger, Mo
hamed Bazoum, qui se dit prét
a accueillir des forces dans somn
pays, craint que be « vide »» créé
par ke départ de Barkhane ne
soit « rempli par les organisa
tigns teTToristes » présentes au
Sahel. PAGESBETS
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‘He understood life
and humanity’

Helen Mirren and Jim Broadbent
on Roger Michell's finalfilm

A Film&
i Musi

Russia ready
to fake cause
for Ukraine

attack -

USwarns shelling in

east by Kremlin-backed
forces bears hallmarks of
attempt to incite conflict

Daniel Boffey Brussels
Julian Borger Washingtan
Dan Sabbagh

Joe Biden has said he believes Russia
is on thebrink of invading Ukraine, as
he joined Nato allies in warning that
shelling in the disputed east of the
country may be an attempt to set up
the pretext for an incursion.

Claims of attacks by Russia-backed
separatists at several locations in
Ukraine’s Donbas region, including
at a kindergarten and a school, were
said to bear the hallmarks of an
attempt to incite conflict.

The US president, speaking shortly
after the expulsion of his country’s
deputy ambassador to Moscow, said
his administration had “reason to
believe™ that Russia was “engaged
in a false-flag operation to have an
excuse to goin”. He told reporters:
“Every indication we have is they're

Biden

prepared to go into Ukraine, attack
Ukraine ... My sense is it will happen
in the next several days”

The president made his com-
ments as Russia handed over its
long-awaited response to US and Nato
proposals about European security,
The Kremlin said inits 10-page letter
that the US had not taken its concerns
seriously about Ukraine’s potential to
join Nato and that Russia would need
to take unspecified “measures of a
military-technical nature”,

Biden ordered his secretary of
state, Antony Blinken, to change
his travel plans at the last minute in
order tospeak ata UN security coun-
cil meeting on Ukraine.

Russiacontinues todeny that it has
any intention of invading Ukraine,
but Blinken told those assembled that
they found themselves in a “moment
of peril for the lives and safety of
millions of people”. He said: “Our
information indicates clearly that
[Russian] forces, including ground
troops, aircraft, ships, are preparing
to launch an attack against Ukraine
in the coming days.

“We donm’t know precisely how

things will play out, but oe
here’s what the world can

MPs’ interest groups get
£13m from private firms

Exclusive

Ben Quinn
Rowena Mason
Peter Geoghegan

More than £13m hasbeen poured into
a growing network of MPs’ interest
groups by private firms including

5400_u1165

healthcare bodies, arms companies
and tech giants, fuelling concerns
over potential for backdoor influence,

Analysis by the Guardian and
openDemocracy found more than
halfthe total £25m in funding for all-
party parliamentary groups (APPGs)

since 2018 has come from ee
the private sector. Other

Audrey Hepburn
Her greatest films ranked!

Friday

18 February 2022
£2.50

From £1.85 for

@ For200years
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Red weather warning as
Storm Eunice hits UK

Mark Brown
Caroline Davies
Steven Morris

Arare red weather warning for coastal
parts of south Wales and south-west
England was issued by the Met Office
vesterday ahead of what could be

the worst storm to hit the UK in 30
vears, People were being urged to
consider staying at home today and
rail services were being cancelled
on a day with winds of up to gomph
expected and, farther north, possible
heavy snow and blizzards.

Coastal areas of Cornwall, Devon,
Somerset and south Wales will bear

News provider of the year

4 - '

| Medal on ice
First podium
guaranteed as
GB curlers
reach final

News Page 11 =
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the brunt of Eunice, with the red
warning in place between 7am and
midday today. People can expect fly-
ing debris presenting “a danger to
life”, forecasters said, as well as roofs
blown off, power cuts, uprooted trees
and major travel disruption.

A major incident was oe
declared in Cornwall, with
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