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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance

ederal investigators

are probing the busi-
ness of block trading on
Wall Street, examining
whether bankers might
have improperly tipped
hedge-fund clients in ad-
vance of large share sales. A1

# Texas sued Facebook
parent Meta Platforms, al-
leging that the social-me-
dia giant's longstanding
and now discontinued use
of facial-recognition tech-
nology violated state pri-
vacy protections. Al

# Intel is close to a deal to
buy Israeli chip company
Tower Semiconductor for
nearly $6 billion, bolstering
a plan to make more chips
for other companies. B1

# LS. stocks closed lower,
with the S&P 500 and Dow
losing 0.4% and 0.5%, re-
spectively, while the Nasdaq
slipped 0.24 point. Ol prices.
rose to multivear highs. Bl
#» Musk donaned roughly
S5.7 billion worth of Tesla
shares to charity last year,
according to a securities fil-
ing, making him by at least
one measure one of last year's
top philanthropic donors. Bl
# The prosecution and de-
fense presented contrasting
portraits of a former Gold-
man banker at the opening
of his trial on charges related
to the looting of IMDE. Bl

#+ DoorDash will raise its
fees on MeDonald's restan-
rants that ave skow to
orders, an effort by the deliv-
ery company to improve effi-
ciency and cut losses. B4

# Citigroup paid CEQ Fra-
ser $22.5 million for her
first year on the job. B3
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Russian President Viadimir Putin, top right, met with Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov in Moscow on Monday, while German

I

Chancellor Olaf Scholz, bottom left, held a news conference with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyiw.

Russia Accelerates Military Buildup

German leader tries
to mediate peace

in Ukraine wvisit; Putin
leaves room for talks

Russia moved ahead with
its massive military buildup
near Ukraine as Chancellor
Olaf Scholz of Germany began
shuttling between the two na-
tions seeking to stave off a
conflict and Moscow left the
door apen for continued talks.

.S, officials said that the
Russian forces near Ukraine
had grown to 105 battalion
tactical groups, up from 83
groups earlier this month.
Russia has also moved about
500 combat aircraft within
range of Ukraine, and has 40
combat ships in the Black Sea,
U.S. officials familiar with in-
relligence reports said.

In a carefully choreographed
scene broadeast on Russian
television, Russial Foreign
Minister Sergei Lawrow told

By Michael R Gordon
in Washington.
Thomas Grove

and Yaroslav Troffmov
in Kyiv, Ukraine,

and Bojan Pancevski

in Berlin

President Vladimir Putin that
the West was ignoring the
Kremlin's core security de-
mands, But he nonetheless sug-
gested that Moscow continue
negotiations to resolve tensions

around Ukraine.

“It seems to me that our
possibilities are far from ex-
hausted,” Mr. Lavrov told the
Russian leader. *T would pro-
pose continuing and intensify-
ing them.™

“Good,” Mr. Putin replied.

President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky of Ukraine, in an ad-
dress posted Monday night,

Please turn fo page AG

+ In Kyiv, calm prevails as
tensions rise...

U.S.
Probes
Business
Of Block
Trading

SEC, DOJ investigate
large share sales,
communications
between banks, funds

By Susan PuLLiam
Anp JuLreT CHUNG

Federal investigators are
probing the business of block
trading on Wall Street, exami
ing whether bankers might
have improperly tipped hedge-
fund clients in advance of large
share sales. according to peo-
ple familiar with the situation.

The Securities and Exchange
Commission sent subpoenas to
firms inclhuding Morgan Stanley
and Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
as well as several hedge funds,
asking for trading records and
information about the inves-
rors’ communications with
bankers, some of the people
said., The Justice Department
also is investigating the matter,
some of the people said.

Morgan Stanley has been an
early focus of the probe, said
people familiar with the mat-
ter. The issuance of subpoenas
doesn't mean charges will be
brought against any of the
firms or individuals whose ac-
tivities are being scrutinized.

Regulators have been look-
ing into irregularities around
block trades since at least
2019, when the SEC requested
records from several large
banks, people familiar with
the matter said.

Investigators are looking at
whether bankers improperly
alerted fawored clients to the
sales before they were publicly
disclosed and whether the

Please turn fopage A4

# Russia mowved ahead
with its massive military
buildup near Ukraine as
German Chancellor Scholz
began shuttling between
the two nations seeking to
stave off a conflict a
Moseow left the door open
for continued talks. A1

+ The U.S. is closing its em-
bassy in the Ukrainian cap-
ital, Kyiv, and relocating op-
erations 340 miles west to
Lwiw near the Polish border. A&

powers that include limits on
public gatherings in a bid to
end disruptive demonstra-
tioms in Ottawa and along
the Canada-U.5. border over
Covid-19 restrictions. A1

+ Democrats hoping to
resurrect the party's eco-
nomic agenda are facing a
problem as Sen. Manchins
goal for raising tax rates
clashes with Sen. Sinema’s
opposition to doing so. Ad

#* Accounting firm Mazars
said earlier this month it
would withdraw from its work
for Trump's company and can
no longer stand by financial
statements it has previoushy
prepared, according to a letter
made public Monday. A3

+ A federal judge said he
would reject Palin's allega-
tions that she was defamed
by the New York Times,
ruling that the claims pro-
sented at trial were insuffi-
cient to prove her case. A3
# The USDA said it had
identified instances of
dieadly bird flu in U.S. Aocks,
putting the poultry indus-
try on high alert for more
widespread outbreaks. A3
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Texas Sues
Meta Over
Facebook’s
Facial
Technology

By Jonm . McKinmeom

The Texas attorney general
filed a suit against Facebook
parent Meta Platforms Inc. on
Monday, charging that the so-
cial-media giant’s longstand-
ing and now discontinued use
of facial-recognition technaol-
ogy vicolated that state’s pri-
vAcy protections for personal
biometric data.

The lawsuit, filed in state
distriet court in Marshall by
Texas Attorney General Ken
Paxton, seeks civil penalties in
the hundreds of billions of dol-
lars, according to a person fa-
miliar with the matter.

In a statement. Mr. Paxton
said the company’s capture of
facial geometry in photo
graphs that users uploaded
from 2010 to late last year re-
sulted in “tens of millions of
wviolations™ of Texas law.

“Facebook has been secretly
harvesting Texans' most per-
sonal information—photos and
videos—Tfor its own corporate
profit,” said Mr. Paxton, a Re-
publican. “Texas law has pro-
hibited such harvesting with-
out informed consent for over
20 vears.”

In a statement, Meta said
the claims against Facebook
ithout merit and we will
defend ourselves vigorously™

Meta said that before it de-
cided to shut down its facial
FECOENITION SYSTem, USers wene
always provided with notice
and an opportunity to consent
wihen they used those services.

Facebook previously settled
another lawsuit over its facial-
et i
about $E50 million. That class-
action suit filed in 2015 was
brought under Illinois's bio-
metric privacy law, which is

Please turn topage A4
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U.S. NEWS
Judge says he will toss
out Palin’s defamation

suit against the New
York Times. A3
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Russian skater cleared
to compete following
revelation of a positive
doping test. al4

Small Firm Bet Big
On Hospital Property

REIT fueled private equity’s push

By BRIAN SPEGELE

Private-equity firms have
been buying hospitals in in
creasing numbers over the
past decade. Several relied on
an Alabama real-estate com-
pany to help pay for their
purchases.

Medical Properties Trust
Inc. was willing to buy the
bricks and mortar, and lease
the facilities back to the hos-

pital operators. That provided
financing for the deals and
helped some of the private-
equity firms take money out
of their investments.

As a result, the Birming-
ham-based company became
one of the nation’s biggest
owmers of hospital property.
The real-estate investment
trust, or REIT, offered inves-
tors an appealing story: It

Please turn fopage A9

Team’s Missing Pickle Mascot

Sets Off Sour

Dillon The Pickle—known

Turn of Events

= -

in Portland

for stunts —really is lost, team says

By JosepH Prsamn

Have wyou seen Dillon The
Pickle?

The 7-foot mascot for the
Poartland Pickles, a collegiate
baseball team, has gone miss-
ing. He was last seen in an un-
marked black duffle bag. The
team is asking the public for

his safe retwrn, no guestions
asked.

Things started to go sour for
Dillon on Jan. 31. Team general
manager Ross Campbell was
traveling with the costume
from the Dominican Republic,
where Dillon made an appear-
ance at & game. Mr. Camphbell

Please turn to page A9

rudeau Invokes Special

Powers to Quell Protests

By Paur Viema
Ann Kina MAckRAEL

OTTAWA—In a highly un-
usual mowve, the Canadian gov-
ernment on Monday invoked a
series of emergency powers
that include limits on public
gatherings in a bid to end dis-
ruptive demonstrations in the
eapital eity and along the Gan-
ada-US. border.

The measures, announced by
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau,
represent one of the most strik-
ing responses by a Western
povernment against protests by
those opposing Covid-19 vaccine
mandates and social restric-
tions in response to the pan-
demic, and immediately drew
fire from some Canadian lead-
ers and civil-liberties groups.

The government also said
Monday that the country was
extending laws targeting money
laundering to capture transac-
tions, inchuding cryptocurren-
cies, on crowdfunding plat-
forms like GoFundie.

“It is now clear that there
are serious challenges to law-
enforcement’s ability to effec-
tively enforce the law,™ Mr.
Trudean said at a news confier-
ence. “We cannot and will not
allow illegal and dangerous ac-
ti es to continue.”

Mr. Trudeau’s mowve to in-
vOoke SIMergency POWers comes
after police on Sunday re-
opened access to the Ambassa-
dor Bridge, which connects De-
troit with the city of Windsor,
Ontaric. Up until lave Sunday

Please turn to page A8
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Make asylum work

Cuttim
taking jobs —

refugees must wait before
\RAH O'C
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INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Macron’s gamble

President looks to economic reforms
for re-election hopes —eiG READ, PAGE 15

UsA 52,50 Canada C53.00

In The stocks

Is this the year for passive or active

investors? —

OBIN WIGGLESWORTH, PAGE 11

On thin ice
Russian skater
given reprieve

Fussia’s Kamila Valieva attends a train-
ing sesshon yesterday atthe Beljing Win-
ter Olympic Games.

‘The tecnage skating prodigy can take
part in the women's indvidwal figure-
skating event, which begins today, after
a tribunal upheld a dedsion to allow her
to compete while also appealing against
a posbtive drug test result.

The ruling by the Court of Arbitration
for Sport was a victery for the Russian
Antl-Doplng Agency against the Inter-
nmational Olymple Committes. Valieva
was part of the Russian Olympic Com-
mittee team that won last week's event
Tt the 10C has cancelled the medal cor-
emony until authorities conclude
whether or ot she broke the rules.
Doplng scandal page &
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Lavrov’s hint at ‘Way forward’ lifts
hopes on averting war in Ukraine

& Russia minister sees diplomati

POLINA IMANDVA AND

ROM AN OLEARCHYK — KKYTW
BUY CHAZAN — BERLIN
LAURA HUGHES — LONDON

Russia has indicated that it is prepared
1o keep talking to the west over its secu
rity concerns, raising hope that it wants
to de-escalate the crisis over Ukraine
that is stoking the prospect of a new war
in Europe.

During a televised meeting with Presi-
dent Viadimir Futin, Sergei Lavrow,
Russia’s forelgn minister, sabd that dip-
lomatic engagement with the west
should continue. Asked by Putin about
the likeBhood of a security agreement
with the west om Ularaime and tato, Lav-
row sald: “Theres alwaysa chance™

olaf Scholz, the German chancellor,
who Is sef to meet Putin for talls In Mos-

Saudis face tough flght to
rule over hydrogen sector

The worlkd's main ol expartar is betting
on becoming Its biggest hydrogen
produces s Saudl Araina revests plans
for & multtisillion-dallar plant on the
Red Sea coast. The plan to dominate
the Fydrogen sector s part of Rfvadh's
efforts to dverstfy sn econcmy rellart
on oll and gas and o create jobs. But
analysts warn that if the market takes
off as anticipated — forecasts put

s worth at S600bn by 3055 — the
cempatitien woulkd be flerce
Analysls » PAGE &

cow today, stressed that Ukrainian
membership of Mato — a Russian con-
corm— was "not onthe agenda®.
“Alliance membership [for Ukraine]
s practically not an issue,” Scholz said
alter talks with President Volodymyr
Zelensky in Ky, “That's why it's a bit
bizarre that the Russian government is
turning something that's really not on
the agenda into a big political problem.”
Lavrov's comments, in a carefully
managed Kremlin setting, came after a
mumber of western capitals warned that
Russia could launch a full- blown ima-
slon of Ukraine within days and urged
their citizens to leave the country. Rus-
&la has denled it has any plans to ivade.
Baris johnson, the UK prime minister,
arged Putin to step back from the “adge
of the preciplce” as he warned the “evi-

PATRICK MCGEE — 5AN FRANCISCO
AMDRE W EDGEC LIFFE-JOHNSON
HEW YORK

Peloton’s new chiet executive has dis-
missed the idea that the home fitness
group might be put up for sake, pledg-
iz to pursue growith by deubling down
oncontent, expanding into new count-
ries and enlarging its product portfolio,

The Mew York company’s stock rallied
last week after reports that Nike, Ama-
zon and other groups were evalusting
potential bids after its market value had
enllapsed more than 80 per cent.

But Barry McCarthy, the former fin-
ance chiel of Netflix and Spotify app-
ointed as Peloton’s chief executive last
week, told the Financial Times that he
was moving from California to New
York to seize a lomg-ternmn growth oppor-
tumity;, nob lo oversee a sale. “If Tthought

dence bs pretty clear” that Moescow was
planming an vasion of Ukraine, “Thers
is still time For President Putin to step
back,” he sadd.

Lavrov sabd in the Putin mesting that
the Us had put forward concrete pro-
posals on reducing military risks and
urged the Russian president to continue
talks. Howewer, some key Russian con
cerns remsalned unaddressed.

Moscow's demands, first outlined in
December, had sucoeeded in “shaking
wp” western governments, Laveov said,
creating “a willingness to enter into seri-
ous negotiations . . . so I think that we
can how cansid er a way Forward

Lavrov’s comm ents follow a weekend
of intense diplomacy aimed at de-
escalating tensions between Moscow
and the west. After his meeting with Zel-

New Peloton chicfinsists home fitness
group has a future without being sold

it was likely that the business was going
o' be acquired in the foreseeable future,
I can't imagine it would be a rational sct
tomove across the country,”™ e sadd.

MeCarthy acknowledged that any
decisiontosell would be in the hands of
imstderswhocommand a majerity of the
vates through supervoting stock, incl
uding co-founder John Foley, who last
week ylelded the CEO role to become
executive chair.

*“It's nat iy vobe,” MeCarthy said, "It
15, however, the vote of the sharehold-
ers, and I'mconfident a large percentage
of the votes will be cast in favour of my
leadership of the business, which s why
Tagreed to step into the business in the
firstplace.”

Pelotan's shares [ell as much as 5 per
cent after the FT published MoCarthy's
remarks, and were down 3 per cent at
$3%.58 in midday trading yesterday. Ome

Sergel Lavrov
says Moscow's

demands are In London, Johnson said European
“shaking up” coountries needed to “get Mord Stream
the west and [2] out of the bosdstream . . . yank out
creating that hypodermic drip feed of Russian
“a willingmess hydrocarbons that is keepling so maany
o enter Enropean eoonomies going "

into serious. He added that Europe needed “alter-

negotlations”
rellance on Russlan gas,
Hews & analysis page 3

FT Viaw & Kylv Moteboak pags 16

Gldeon Rachman page 17

activist imvestor, Elackwells Capital, has
urged Peloton to find a buyer and wants
toscrapithe dual-class voting stracture.
McCarthy said his growth strategy
wonld feous on oontent. explaining that
“where the magic lives™ at Peloton is on
its digital screens, not its connected
blikes. Expanding the digital community
could make Peloton “a very fst-grow-
Ing business with very highmargins™
The FT has separately obtalmed
details of twao hardware lainches under
development at Peloton. One, code-
named Project Caesar, 18 a connected
rower that gives feedback on the users
form and will feature classes tanght by
instructors in studios and an the water.
The other, Project Cobra, would be Pelo-
fon's first dedicated strength product.
MeCarthy dedined to comment but
stressed that Peloton was “a connected
fitavess company, not a bike comprany™.
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path & Scholz heads for Moscow e Solidarity with Kyiv

ensky, Schelz insisted Germany stood
“shoulder w shoulder™ with Ukraine.
Zelensky acknowledged that the two
had disagreed on some sswes, in partic
ular Nord Stream 2, the pipeline that
wotild increase the volume of Russian
gas sent to Germany. He described the
pipeline asa “geopolitical weapon®.

native sources of energy” to reduce the

» BlockFi cryplo to pay $100mn penalty
The SEC has taken its first action on crypto kending,
agrecing $100mn in settlements with BlockFi over
interest-bearing acoounts that were mot reglstered
as securities.— PAGE 2: ESWAR PRASAD, PAGE 17

» BOG taps climate activists for green push
The new head of Boston Consulting Group has said
Iy wamits to hire climate activists as the firm pushes
o win fees by ad vising companies on their plans to
reachnet zero emissions.— PasE &

» Watchdog blods Lockheed-Aerojet deal
Lockheed Martin has scrapped its $4.4bn bd to buy
Aerojet Rocketdyme after the US Federal Trade
Commission moved to block the deal, saying it would
cut competition and ralse Prices.— PAGE % LEK, FAGE 18

» Pernod Ricard’s chiefs flee Hong Kong
The spirits maker has asked -
executives froam s Hong Ko
office to relocate as Befjing

prepares to play agreater role in

thes city's response to its surging
OIdCron WaVe.— PAGE 8§

= Vox party seeks regional role in Spain
Spaln’s far-right party, which wants to“ repopulate
Spainwith Spaniards” instead of immigrants, has
metched up big gains in avote that could bea
template for general elections next year.— pace 2

» Clariant delays results to probe cliims
Shares in the Swiss chemicals group have phanged
20 per cent after it delayed the release of its anmaeal
results to iInvestigate whistleblowers” claims that its
accounts were manipulited — PaGE & LEX, PAGE W
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ACCOUNTING FIRM
CUTS OFF TRUMP
AND HIS BUSINESS

STATEMENTS QUESTIONED

Potential Blow as Value
of Company Assets
Is Investigated

By BEN PROTESS
and WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM

Donakd J. Trump’s longtime ac-
counting firm cut ties with him
and his family business last week,
saying it could no longer stand be-
hind a decade of annual financial
statements it pre d for the
Trump Organization, court docue-
menis show.

The decision, which was dis-
closed to the company in a Feb, 9
letter from the accounting firm,
comes amid criminal and civil in-
westigations  into whether Mr
Trump illegally inflated the value
of his assets. firm, Mazars
UsA, compiled the financial state-
ments based on information the
former president and his come-
pany provided.

The letter instructed the Trump
Organization Lo essentially retract
the documents, known as state-
ments of financial condition, from
2011 to 2020, In the letter, Mazars
noted that the firm had not “as a
whole” found material discrepan-
cies between the information the
Trump Organization provided and
thes actual value of Mr. Trump's as-
sets. But given what it called “the
totality of circumstances™ — in-
cluding Mazars' own investiga-
tion — the letter directed the
Trump Orzanization to notify any-
one who received the statements
that they should no longer rely on
them.

The statements, which Mr
Trump used to secure loans, are at
the center of the two Law enforce-
ment investigations into whether
Mr. Trump exaggerated the value
of his properties o defraud his
lenders inte providing him the
best possible loan erms,

Continued on Page Ald

Tech Financier
Is Kingmaker
For the Right

Trump Loyalist Seeks
‘Apocalyptic’ Change

By RYAN MAC
and LISA LERER

The wine flowed. Donald Tromp
Jr. mingled with e guests. And
Peter Thiel, the tech billionaire
and host of the event, had a mes-
sage for the well-heeled croand: Tt
was time to clean house.

The fund-raiser at
Miami Beach ocompound
nth was for a conservative can-
didate challenging Representa-
tive Liz Cheney of Wyoming for a
spot on the ballot in November's
midierm elections. Ms. Cheney,
ane of several Republicans wiho
had voted to impeach President
Donald J. Trump on charges of in-
citing the Jan. & storming of the
UL.5. Capitol, was the face of “the
traitorous 1,™ Mr Thiel said, ac-
cording Lo two people with knowl-
edge of the event, who were not
authorized to speak publicly. All of
them had to be replaced, he de-
clared, by conservatives loyal o
the former president.

Mr Thiel, wiho became known in
2016 as one of the biggest donors
o M. umps presidential cam-
paign, has re-emerged as a key fi-
nancier of the Make America
Great Again movement. After sit-
ting out the 2020 presidential race,
the wenture capitalist this year is
backing 16 Senate and House can-
didates, many of whom have em-
braced the lie that Mr Trump won
the election.

To get these candidates into of-
fice, Mr: Thicl has given more than
5204 million. That essentally
puts him and Kenneth Griffin, the
chief executive of the hedge fund
Citadel, in a tie as the largest indi-
wvidual donors to Republican poli-
tics this election cycle, according
to the nonpartisan research orga-
nization OpenSecrets.

What sets Mr. Thiel's spending
apart, though, is its focus on hard-
right candidates who traffic in the
conspiracy theories espoused by
Mr. Trump and who cast them-

Continued on Page AI13

Protesters in Ottawa laschcL

Law Invoked
As Canadians
Mull Identity

By CATHERINE PORTER

OTTAWA — It seemed a classi-
cally Canadian moment in a scene
otherwise torn from the book of
Trump America.

Between the intersection trans-
formed into a mosh pit and the
graceful Parliament buildings
cluttered with “fake news,” “the
Great Resist™ and “Covid red pill™
signs, a middle-aged man namead
Johnny Rowe perched on a medi-
an last weekend with an amplifier
and a simple gresting.

“Welcome to Ottawa,” he called
out to the hordes streaming down
lIbc-murJ:Ilc-oEmc-s reet, many hol-
lering “freedom.” T wou for

If the outside world is baffled by
the scenes unfolding in the streets
of Canada. so are many Canadi-
ans. They are dumbfounded, per-
haps none more so than the gowv-
ernment officials who have stood
by largely slack-jawed as giant
trucks stake out ground in the nor-

Contirnued on Page A%

Judge Will Toss
Palin Libel Suit
Against Times

By JEREMY W. PETERS
A federal judge said Monday
that he planned to dismiss Sarah
Palin's libel lawsuit against The
MNew York Times, ruling that her
legal team failed to meet the

extremely high legal standard re-
quired 1o prove that the newspa-

linking her politi
mass shootin

The jury was still deliberating
behind closed doors in a Lower
Manhattan courthouse, adding an
unexpected and unusual twistina
case that is a major test of the
First Amendment protections
that journalists waork under. Judge
Jed 5. Rakoff said he would allow
the jurors to continue weighing
the arguments by both sides. If
they rule in favor of Ms. Palin, he
will set aside thelr verdict and dis-
miiss the case, he said.

The jury |sexpe1:led back in the
courtroom on Tues

The judge indicated thal he un-
derst that his word would not
be the last one in the case, Ms.

alin, the former Alaska governor
and 2008 Republican vice-presi-
dential nomines, is very likely to
appeal. And his decision to allow
the jurors o continue weighing
the evidence and come to a deci-
sion was intended o avoid any
complications if the case is heard
by an appeals court.

In lengthy comments from the
bench, Judge Rakoff said he did

Continwed on Page All

rhetoric to a
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Aomermorial in Kyiv for those killed in the Maidan protests in 2014 that stirred national sentiment.

IN SHIFT, MOSCOW
ADOPTS NEW TONE
IN UKRAINE CRISIS

ENDORSING MORE TALKS

Ukrainian Officials Hint
at NATO Concessions
as Troops Gather

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI
and ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW — The tone of the cri-
sis owver Ukraine shifted Monday
as Russia’s top diplomat endorsed
maore talks to resolve its standoff
with the West, and Ukrainian offi-
cials hinted at offering conces-
sions to avert war — even as Rus-
=sian warships massed off
Ukraine's Black Sea coast and
Russian ground troops appeared
poised to strike.

In  stage-managed, televised
meetings, the Kremlin sent its
strongest signals yet that it would
seck further negotiations with the
West rather than launch immedi-
ate military action. State televi-
sion showed Foreign Minister
Sergey V. Lavrov telling dent
Wiadimir % Putin there was srill a
diplomatic path ahead. utes
later, it showed Defense Mlni!:ter
Sergei K. Shoigu telling Mr. Putin
that what he characterized as
“large-scale  drills™ around
Ukraine were coming to an end.

“1 believe that our poss:l:nlules
are far from exhausted”
Lavrov said, referring o Ruﬁ-ila‘s
negotiations with the West. I
would propose continuing and in-
rensifying them"

Mr Putin responded ambigu-
ously: “Good.”

It was a sign that the Kremlin
weas still holding out the possibility
that it could use its troop buildup
to achieve key objectives without
military action. The prospect for
such a scenario was bolstered in
Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital, where
President  Volodymyr Zelensky
left open the possibility of drop-
ping his country’s ambition to join
the NATO alliance — a move that
would help fulfill one of Mr. Putin's
key demands.

At a news conference, Mr. Ze-
lensky emphasized that NATO
membership was “for our securi-
ty;” with the goal of joining the alli-
ance written into the country’s
constitution. But  he  acknowl-
edged the difficult place the coun-
try found itself in, nearly com-
pletely  encircled s=ian
forces and with partners like the
United States insisting they would
not send troops inte Ukraine to re-
pel a Russian invasion.

“How much should Ukraine go
on that path?” Mr. Zelensky said
of NATO membership. “Who will
support us?"

“The prospect of Ukraine joining
MNATO, he posited, could be “like a
dream.”

Mr Zelensky spoke alongside
Chancellor Olaf Scholz of Ger-
many, the latest Western leader
trying shuttle diplomacy to avert
wear. The flurry of meetings came
as fears of war have caused oil
prices to spike, pushing well past
590 a barrel.

“If Russia violates the territori-

Continued on Page A7

Facing Putin, a Fractious Ukraine Embraces a Common Purpose

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

ALONG THE  DNIEFPER
RIVER, Ukraine — Fishing on a
marbled expanse of frozen river,
dresszed head to oe in camouflage,
Wiktor Berkut looked wery much
the Soviet-borm Everyman, and
has the biography to match. He
joined the Red Army in 1970 and
spent three decades building air
defense and rocket systems di-
recred nst Moscow's ideolog-
ical enemies in the West.

But the ene has ch
and for that Mr Berkul blames
President Viadimir V. Putin of

Turning Back on Russia
in Language, Faith
and Direction

Russia. With roughly 130,000 Rus-
sian troops now threatening his
native Ukraine, the Tl-year-old
pensioner says any connection he
once felt to Russia is gone:
Ukraine should join NATO, he
said, and put up bloody resistance
should Mr. Putin order an attack.

“1 mewver thought like this” M

Berkut said mournfully, as he
plunked a Day-Glo lure through &
hole inthe jce of the Dnieper River
near the city of Cherkasy. “I lived
all right in the Soviet Union. But
now I've begun to underscand.”

“We need to ol se Russia,” he
added. “We have chosen, not @
Russian path. but a European
oner

His sentiments underscore a
profound shift that Ukrainians
have undergone in the eight years
since Russia first invaded and
snatehed away parts of their coun-
e A people long divided by pro-
found disputes owver what lan-

suage to speak, what church to
follow and what historical heroes
o revere has begun o stitch to-
gether a sense of common pur-
pose in the face of a menacing foe.

Mr Putin has made clear that
e views Ukrainians and Rus-
sians as "one people” divided by
malign Western forees — a his-
torical injustice he says he is de-
termined to fix, This has driven
many Ukrainians to sometimes
dramatic declarations of separa-
tion. People whoe grew up in Rus-
sian-speaking homes now choose
to speak Ukrainian exclusively,

Cortinued on Page AG
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years into the pandemic.

Pedestrian Deaths Surge

Drivers' anxiety levels, larger vehicles
and fraying social norms are said to be
contributing o a nationwide spike two
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Skater Cleared to Compete
Kamila Valieva of Russia can continue
at the Olympics despite a failed drug
test, but any medals she wins will be on
hold until her case is resolved.

PAGE BT

In Solitary, Pleading for Help

A prisoner who has been in solitary
confinement in Texas for mare than half
his life asked the Supreme Court to set
limits on prolonged isolation, PAGE AlG

Worst Drought in 12 Centuries
Fueled by climate change, the drought
in the American Southwest has brought
aboul the driest two decades since 300
A, a study finds. PAGE AlZ
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Seeing Brooklyn’s Black History
“The Gilded Age.” an HBO drama,
explores the lives of prosperous 18th-
century Black residents. Abave, Denée
Benton, one of the show's Stars, PAGE C1
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BUSINESS B1-5
More About Image Than Profit

Hosting the Olympics makes no eco-
momic sense for many citics, In China.,
national pride and enthusiasm for new
infrastructure altered the math. PAGE &1

Movies’ Visual Effects Wizard
Douglas Trumbull's innovations shaped
films like “2001: A Space Odyssey™ and
“Blade Runner” He was T8, PAGE AZ0

Amnalyzing Flint Stones
Researchers say Homo sapiens and
Meanderthals swapped stays in one
cave, Above, items found there, PAGE D2

A Year of Discovery on Mars
It’s been an exciting time for scientists
minding a NASA rover and helicopler.
And much more is yet to come. PAGE D1

Director of “‘Ghostbusters”

Ivan Reitman, 75, injected giant marsh-
miallow boogeyimen and Loga paries inte
pop culture through his films.  PAGE BIS

OPINION Al18-18
Paul Krugman
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TREE STUMPS in the ghost town of St. Thomas, Mevw., which resurfaced as Lake Mead's water receded

This Western megadrought
is the worst in a millennium

Study says it’s being driven by climate change

year 800 and determined that the re-

By Iaw JamMES

The extreme dryness that has rav-
aged the American West for more
than two decades now ranks as the
driest 22-year period in at least 1,200
years, and scientists have found that
this megadrought is being intensified
by humanity's heating of the planet..

In their research, the sclentists
examined major droughts in south-

western North America back Lo the

gion's desiccation this century has
surpassed the severity of a
megadrought in the late 1500s, mak-
ing it the driest 22-year stretch on
record. The authors of the study also
concluded that dry conditions will
probably continue through this yvear
and, judging from the past, may per-
sist for years.

The researchers found the cur-
rent drought wouldn™t be nearly as
severe without global warming. They

estimated that 42% of the drought’s
severity is attributable to higher tern-
peratures caused by greenhouse
gases accumulating in the atmos-
phere.

“The results are really concerning,
because it's showing that the
drought conditionswe are facingnow
are substantially worse because of
climate change ~ said Park Williams,
aclimate scientist at UCLA and the
study’'s lead author “But that also
there is [See Drought, A11]

latimes.com

Homelessness,
crime damage
Newsom in poll

The governor’s
approval rating falls as
a majority of voters
say state is heading in
the wrong direction.

By PHIL WILLON

SACRAMENTO — Less
than five months after Cali-
fornians overwhelmingly re-
Jected a recall effort against
Grov. Gavin Newsom, volers
are growing more dissatis-
fied with the governor, and a
salid majority believe the
state is headed in the wrong
direction, according to a new
UC Berkeley Institute of
Governmental Studies poll
eo-sponsored by the Los An-
eles Times.

Concerns about  risiog
crime and California’s seem-
ingly intractable homeless-
ness crisis emerged as the
top political undercurrents
driving wvoter dissatisfac-
tion. with most of those sur-
veyed giving Newsom poor
marks on how he has han-
dled those issues. Califor-
nians praised Newsom's

FPublic support for
tougher sentences
A poll finds bipartisan
backing for changes to
Prop. 47. CALIFORNIA, B1
FPair get 12 years
for wateh robbery
They are sentenced for a
BHEOO0,000 heist in Beverly
Hills. cariFoRNLA, B3

Ukraine’s now a tough room for ex-comic president

Political outsider was
clected in a landslide,
but with Russia threat,
the laughter’s stopped.

By Nasrix BuLos

KYIV, Ukraine — For
years, Volodymyr Zelensky
was best known among his
fellow TUTkrainians for crack-
ing them up. A comedy
sketch artist, he starred in
the hit om “Servant of
the People,” about a history
teacher who somehow gets
elected president on  the
strength of a viral video of
him ranting about corrup-
tion.

Now, Zelensky really is
Ukraine’s president, hawving
won a shocking landslide
wvictory asa political outsider
in 2009, and Russia appears

P P —
UHRAINIAN President Volodymyr Zelensky takes a selfie in June 2019 during
the first congress of his party, Servant of the People, named after his TV show.

polsed to invade his country
al a moment’'s notice, And

no one’s laughing anymore.
As he tries to figure out
how to keep the U.S. on his
side, his people from freak-
ing out and Moscow from
sending in the tanks, many
Ukrainians are starting to
wonder whether their 44-
year-old president has the
smarts and strength to lead
them through such a peril-
ous  moment. Instead of
“Servant of the People,™
many here are thinking
more of “The Godfather™
and Michael Corleone’s deci-
sion to ditech his loyal but
[See Ukraine, A4]

U.S. shutters its
embassy in Kyiv
Possible Russian invasion
forces relocation to west-
ern Ukraine. WoRLD, A4

Wednesday
parade for
L.A. Rams

Super Bowl champs®
one-mile procession
through the Expos-
ition Park area starts
M a.m. at Shrine Audi-
torium. CALIFORNLA, Bl
Reading, writing
and up
Stata will keep indoor
mandate for K-

schools in place at least
through the end of the
month. CALIFORNIA, B1

vy engineer
pleads guilty
Jonathan Toebbe
admits to trying to sell
information about 1TI.S.
warships to a foreign
country. NATION, A6

Weather

Showers in spots.
L.A. Basin: 61/46. B6

Printed with soy inles on
allymcmmananer‘,
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Curling finds warm home in LL..A.

Nothing beats putting a stone on the button in Vernon

By ROBERT GAUTHIER

ucked in the shadows of

Vernon, home to king-

size warehouses and

smoke-belching factories

that produce hot dogs,
hot sauce and hot. pants, is a place
aspiring to be the coolest hang in
Laos Angeles

Thirty-two degrees cool.

Like Moose Jaw, Canada, or
Bemidji, Minn. — and, these days,
Beijing — LA is now a hot spot for
curling.

Every four years, when the Win-
ter Olympics come around, TV
viewers stop and notice men and
women in funny-looking pants
furiously sweeping in front of what
looks like a giant teakettle sliding on
ce. And many wonder: Couldn't Ido
that?

Inthe land of the Dodgers and
Rams, [See Curling, AS8]

il

Roners ChaUTHIER Los Angebes Times
AMANDA LANDRIAN GONZALEZ cthrows a stone toward the
seoring circle during Hollywood Curling Club league night.

VALIEVA REINSTATED: Dacision to clear figure skater is disgraceful, Helene Elliott writes. SPORTS, D1

ability to guide the state
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic. but two-thirds be-
lieve the erisis is subsiding,
diluting its effect on his over-
all job approval ratings, said
Mark DiCamilloe, director of
the poll.

“¥ou see alot of changing
going on in the publics
mind. I think they're focus-
ing less on COVID, more on
the other long-standing is-
sues that the state has been
facing,” DiCamillo sakd.
"The state has some major
issues, and he’s the gover-
nor. The buck stops there.™

Newsom's prospects for
reclection in 2022 still ap-
pear strong., however, with
less than four months to go
before the June primary.

Thus far. Newsom's top
challenger (s Republican
state Sen. Brian Dahle, a
seasoned Northern Califor-
nia conservaltive lacking a
statewide political profile.
During his nine years in the
Legislature, Dahle has never
had to raise the tens of mil-
lions of dollars necessary to
run for governor in a state as
wvast as California. Newsom
already has raked in $25 mil-

[See Poll, A14]

Will new
chief take
I.LAUSD

to greater
heights?

Supt. Carvalho

won high marks for
progress in Miami
schools by taking a
dara-driven approach.

By PaLOoMA ESQUIVEL

anp Howarp BLuMmE

Late last year, SBupt.
Alberto Carvalho gathered
with his Miami-Dade princi-
pals to review disappointing
data on the impact of the
pandemic on students.

Miami-Dade has long
taken pride in its significant
strides toward improving
academic achievernent. But
the data showed big dips
in English test scores and
even bigger drops in math,
particularly for students of
oolor,

Oneorcawa].ncrsblgmest

No school in recent years
has gotten an F under Flori-
da’s grading system for
measuring school quality,
and only a few have received
Ds. Although Florida did not
require school grades during
the 2020-21 yvear, ifmarks had
been given, nearly 40% of
Miami-Dade schools would
hawve gotten Ds and Fs, the
district’s data showed.

This week, Carvalho
takes over as superintend-
ent of the Los Angeles Uni-
fied School District, and the
high-stakes challenge to his
Miamilegacyis the same one
he now confronts in LoA. —
except on a bigger, more
complex scale.

Pandemic-related  stu-
dent achievernent has suf-
fered at a time of declining
enrollment. Academic re-
covery has been stymied by
shortages of teachers and
other staff, a surge of stu-
dent absences and the fight
to keep schools running
amid relentless crisis.

To understand Carval-
ho's leadership style and
how his experiences in Mi-
amimight carry over to Los
Angeles, The Times re-
viewed public records and
spoke with educators, ex-
perts and community mem-
bers in Miami and Los Ange-

[See Carvalho, AB]

BUSINESS INSIDE:

Ban on Mexican avocados isn’t necessarily good for U.S. growers. A10



Prices mraay vary i arcas sutle molrapoiion Waiiage.

@he Washing

ton JPost

SU WL V2 V3 W4

Wby

B

Democeracy Dics in Darleness

TUESDAY, FE

IUARY 15, 2022 . &2

_‘_& Mastly sunny 4:2/51 « Tomorrew: Partly sunny
[

Scientist
scarch for
a universal

Chasing variant-specific
shols is a shortsighted
covid sl

BY CAROLYN Y. JouNsoN

Yolunteers are rolling up their
sleeves to receive shots of experi-
ines taflored to beat
variant — just as the
e COronavirus surge beg
o relent.

By the time scientists know
whether those rebooted vaceines
are effective amnd safe, omicron i
expected to be in the rearview
mirror. Already, mask mandates
are easing. People are beginning
to talk about normaley.

The disconnect highlights the
exhansting scientific chase ¢
st year vl the one th

1 And it underseores a more
ng overarching
simg the lates
a viable strategy? Instead of test-

ing and potentially deploving a
mew shot wiker pops
e eould

match a new
part of scientific muoscle me
Drug companies made vac
delta and  now
Mone of those shots
needed yet, but to
. it is & short-
. shortsighted and unsus
tainabhe strategy.

SEE VACCINE ON AS

to fight be
Tamn.
been

om
have

Dismissal sel
in Palin libel
casce againsl
N.Y. Times

BY SARAH LETH
AND ELABRE LZAaDI

KEW YORE — A judge on Monday
said he will dismiss Sarah Po
libel case against the New York
Times, i she hid not mwet the
legal s II.|<lI'I.| showing that the
newspaper acted with il
nadice™ in publishing a 2017 ed
rial that ir 'lulll.'d N inaccurate

. Rakoff told the
lawyers involved in the case that
he will formally issue hiz roling
after a jury that has been delibe
ating since Friday returns its deci-
slon.,

Rakoff said that because the
ion is likely o be appealed

path that could upend long-
standing  legal protections  for
journalists who write about public
bre wanited luturl.' courts

Jury’s to consider.
Rakoff did not spare the Times
criticism for its error, a collection

map and a 2011
sEE PALIN 0N Az

congressional

TLS. Cnstoms amd Border Provection offlcers Insy
Laredo, Tex., port of entry. Smugglers use false vehicle panels, hidden compartments and bulk prodoce shipments to hide drags.

A ‘cal-and-mouse ¢

1al fe

BY NICK MIROFF

LAREDO, T
einl border

erossing in North

trucks stream into the United States at a
rate of 500 per hour during peak times,

Dirug traffickers play the percer
Fewer than 5 percent of the
typically sereened by LS,

Border Protection {CBF) with the power-

ful high-energy scanners t

dr‘rp inside o

anyl flow

— At the busiest comun

t
o lenarls b0 detect =
5 15 or suspicious densi-
ties that could be illegal drugs, The inspec-

tions require drivers to
cles and endure delays.
drug overdose deaths in the

With fats
ted S

Ameri

I peer
NOA-

cah,

of car b

into LS. across I\It‘xiu: border,

ates SOArINE to
Congress has directed CEP to come up
with a plan to scan 100 pereent of arriving

,cllnwmp- |hr- i

dll](‘

CBP r

5 RO

we their vehi-
the agenc

record levels,

saniel.

oA AN GFCRGES T
tteries after Scanners detected an anomaly at the

ful tech toos

their vehicle:

Tt's going to ru- a
d Alberto Flores, the €
the Laredo port of entry who sakd each
chine can scan L'iL:tll tirm

bility of a seizure will increase

Laredo is the front
government's long and often de

AEHNETON POST

wilh carlels

ucks

il clear inspection faster,

game changer for us”
: ctor for

A5 Ay

tages., wehicles, Here and across the LS. south trucks per hour as the existing high
] wrn border, the agene pn.p.lr'uu. o lo]l energy systems,
uston out new “With the more scans we do, the proba-

Flores

line in

SEE BORDER ON Azz

Envoys
leaving
UKraine
capiltal

NVASION THRET

SPUR RELOCATION

Putin appears to keep
diplomalic door open

BY KAarREN DEY oD
Roryy DixoN,
LOovEDAY MORRIS
AND BAaCHEL PANNETT

All remaining U.S. Embassy
personnel in Ukraines capital are
bering relocated to the far western
city of Lviv, near the border with
Pal the State Department
said Monday, because of what
Secretary of State Antony Blinken
“the dramatic accelera-

said was

roes” on the Ukrainian ]um:l T
and ot ng . fears of an

invasion.
Blinken called the relocation
e closure of the em-
hich followed an rlier
ion of the bulk of its per-
sonnel, a temporary measure, un-
dertaken “for one reason the
safety of our staff,” and repeated
that all LS. citizens in Ukraine
should leave the country immedi-
mtely.
The move caume as Russian
President Vladimir Putin left the
door open to further talks with
Westes lers but indicated no
change in Bussia’s demand, cat-
egovically rejected by the
SEE UKRAINE o

Ara
‘Tiger Team': The White House is
gaming oul invasion scenarios. A9

FAQ: A 2015 peace deal did stop
the fighting. Could it work now? A1l

For teacher

New rules in 13 states
have many altering their
lesson plans on race

BY Lavna MECKLER
AND HANNAH NATANSON

A Utah student group was
led Black and Proad. The prin-
cipal had it ed. A DMNew
Hampshire history tes
to discuss current events
about raoe and econo s, Mo
maore, And Florida school officials
canceled a lecture for teachers on
the history of the ecivil rig
movement while they considered
whether it would violate state
rules,

I 13 states,
tives govern
taught in schools, in some cases

creating repor systems for
A-muplmns The r{‘suIT tcm.hﬂ'.s
nte of

l‘mr around how to mmpl\ with
rules they often do not under-
stand.

) new measures typically
achers from suggesting t
the United States is a racist coun-

A RAFF O

I WASHINGTO N PO

“I'm leoking at things from a fear-based lens,” sabd D, R
Garrison, principal of a middles schoeol near Salt Lale Clty.

try, from elevating ace
gender over another, or from
implying t one race i superi-
or. So far, they |

whaolesake  rewrites
lums, and few Nllnr.uor-s have
faced prosecution or  punishe-

rs say they

less
They

“hers nonet
chilling effect.

describe a’

say they now err on the side of
tion for fear that tudent or

v, resulting
or eve

in a public battle

es, that they might

I:n MNew Hamp
I

1
extrEme
lose their jobs,
shire and Oklah
anyvone unhappy v
eomph
extral

teacher to
there is an

schers fouwnd
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Polential justice nominee’

unique criminal-law work

K
as |

BEY ANN E. MARIMOW
Davis

AND AaroN C.

In vetting Presid
pick for the influent

senators on both
aizle saw advantage
the lengthy and
reer of Judge Ketanji Brown

ackson to two words: public
defender.
Were you ever concermed

that your work would lead to
“more violent criminals in-
cluding gun criminals — being
put back on the streets™ asked
Republicar Ben Sasse of
Nebraska,

“Harve won ever represented
terrorist at G ntanamo Bay?
om Cotton (R-

Sen,

Book-
w Jersey, by contrast,
wkson's role defending
clients as “noble

1ji Brown Jackson would make history
it federal public defender on high court

oM FosT
Ketanil Brown Jackson Is a
Judge on the TLS, Court of
Appeals for the DC. Clrenlt.

work"
“Thiz is an ideal that poes
back to Adams representing the
Eritish who were involved in
SHE JACKSON ON AT

Remobilizing: Act Fpare
to deferd high court nomines, A

INTHE NEWS
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THE NATION
Texas abortion clinies
have struggled w keep
up with an influx of pa-
LTS LVInG o et pro-
cedures before the
state's si-week limit. As
Federal prosecutors
vodd jurors that Ahmeand
3 arere
kst

AULS. Navy nuclear
enginesr pleaded guilty
o charges e tried o
=ell nuclear secrets to &
foreign country. Al

e two flights vo
divert. Az

THE WORLD

A British dig found

an intriguing stone
drum along with the
bones of three Meolithic
en locked in an

Morth Eor
scholars ar

THE ECONDMY

A longtime all
i e rise of

I}Dlald ‘n'nmps]rmg—
time acer
said @ dec

de’s worth of

o orhit

three more spaceflight
missions in what
amounts o

that VPLOCUITen -
ey investors high inver
est rates for lending o
their digital assets, will
pay S100 million over
charges it broke securi-
ties laws, A18

THE REGION

A letter-writing cam-
paig ped a DUC. -
brary’ sd»n-nnr_ o hvoreor

=ouglit to honor Martin
Luther King Jr. Bt
Pre-K student:

return’ v
enrcllment rem
down. Bl
Vurglma Gov. (Glenn

parents to opt their c il
dren out of school mask
mandates. By

OBITUARIES
Ivam Reluman, 7o
amovie director
prowite
neration’s irreverent
irit into hlockbusters
such as "(Ghostbusters’
and “Animal House,” B&

HEALTH & SCIENCE
‘How did no one
figure this out?'
She was headed to a
locked psych ward. Then
n ER doctor made a
startling discovery. EL
STYLE

At the Super Bowl,
rap music scores
Dr. Dre headed up a
halftime parformance
that finally gawe the
genre its due. €1
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Frida, en un viaje
lleno de secretos
a Buenos Aires

El traslado de la obra que compra Costantini
para el Malba en casi US$35 millones
implicard unasofisticada logistica y un
operativo de maxima seguridad. Pagina22

Le otorgd una mayor jerarquia en el
organigramavaticano a la oficina que
estudia denuncias por casos ccurridos
dentrode laIglesia. Pagina 4

EL PAPA REFUERZA BATALLA JUDICIAL POR
LA ESTRUCTURA QUE LOS CONCURSOS DE
INVESTIGA ABUSOS BELLEZA EN MENDOZA

—el mundo sociedad

Llego un reclamo a la Corte provincial
paraque dejen participarala
representante de un municipio que tiene
prohibidos esos certimenes. Pagina 21
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Instancia

Duro reclamo de empresas
de EE.UU. por el cepo vy las
trabas a las importaciones

ougja. Fue en un encueniro con el embajador Stanley, en un contexto de tensicén bilateral

En un contexto de tensidn entre el
gobierno argentine y la adminis-
tracion de Joe Biden, empresas es-
tadounidenses radicadas en el pais
criticaron puiblicamente las trabasa
lasimportaciones, elcepocambiario
¥ la imposibilidad de girar dividen-
dos. Afirmaron gue esas medidas
generan incertidumbre y falta de

previsibilidad en la economia local.

En un encuentro con el embaja-
dor de Estados Unidos, Marc Stan-
ley, las compaiiias agrupadas en la
Camara de Comercio de Estados
Unidos en la Argentina (AmCham)
calificaron de "paso positivo™ el
acercamiento de posiciones entre
el Gobierno y el Fondo Monetario

Internacional (FMI). Ladeclaracion
delaAmCham sedioenelmarcode
los contrapuntos entre ambos pai-

ses por las declaraciones de Alber-
to Ferndndez en su gira por Rusia,

Chinay Barbados, Paginal2
Guzmian,con presion interna
ante laescaladainflacionaria
SantiagoDapelo. Pagina 6

Piden la baja
de 33 contratos
de energia
renovable

Péginal4

Otra familia dESgar[‘ada por ‘ seguridad
el delito en el conurbano

El llanto desgarrador de madre e hija y el cartel improvisado simbolizan el
dolory el reclamo de justicia. Estavez lavictima fue Rolando Villafafie, un comerciante de Gl
afos asesinado ayer por delincuentes que lo asaltaron en su fabrica de Caseros. Pagina 24

Ana, la esposa de Rolando Villafafie (izq.), ¥ Julieta, 1a hija menor, arrasadas por el dolor en la marcha para pedir justicia eGErRsaDOVERCOVICH

Desplazan a un
policia federal
por la cocaina
adulterada

NARCOTRAFICO. Es un
sargento que integraria la
banda que vendio la

droga en Puerta 8. pagina2s

Revés para la AFA. La FIFA ordena terminar
el partido con Brasil y sanciona a 4 jugadores

Se disputara en una cancha neutral el clasico que fue suspendido

LaFIFA resolvid que el clisicoentre
Brasily la Argentinavuelvaa dispu-
tarse en terrenoneutral. Elencuen-
tro original, iniciado en 5an Pablo
€l 5 de septiembre de 2021, habia

quedado trunco a los cinco minu-
o5 tras una invasion realizada por
los funcionarios delaautoridad sa-
nitaria brasilefia (Anvisa). La FIFA,
ademds, suspendidpor dosfechasa

Emiliano “Dibu” Martinez, Emilia-
no Buendia, Cristian Romeroy Gio-
vani Lo Celso, los cuatro jugadores
quemintieronen susdeclaraciones
JjuradasdeingresoaBrasil. Deportes

crucial de
dialogo en
la crisis por
Ucrania

SEMANA CLAVE. Siguen
los aprestos bélicos, pero
abren una negociacion

Luisa Corradini
CORRESPONSAL EN FRANCIA

PARIS.~ Mientras las fronteras
ucranianas se mantenian ayer en
alerta maxima en una de las peo-
rescrisis en Europa desde el fin de
la Guerra Fria, Estados Unidos y
Gran Bretafia reconocieron a Glti-
mi hora que se habia abjerto“una
ventana crucial” de negociacidn
con Rusia para evitar la escalada.
El Kremlin habia coincidido con
eseenfoque pocoantes, peseaque
Washington ordend la mudanza
desuembajadaen Kievaunazona
alejada del eventual escenario bé-
lico. Contimiaenla pagina2

Investigan en

Espanaaun
testaferro del
kirchnerismo

LARUTADELDINEROK.Las
Justicia espafiola detectd a Nés-
tor Ramos, acusado de actuar
como testaferro del empresario
Lézaro Baez en el caso de la ruta
del dinero K, en una operacion
ilegalde compra de propiedades
en Marsella y Madrid usada por
politicos italianos ¥ exfunciona-
rios chavistas para lavar dinero
en Europa. Pagina 10

Enla ciudad,
detectaran
casos de Covid
por latos

WHATSAFP. Un sistema
de inteligencia artificial
definird si el sonido es
compatible con la afeccion

Paginal
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Veto a antincio
eleitoral pago
é ignorado

nas redes

Emboraapropaganda elei-
toral s& seja permitida a
partir de 15 de agosto, exis-
[EIM a0 MENOS 20 aninci-
08 pagos que promovernm a
candidatura de Jair Bolso-
naro (PL) nas redes sociais
e outros 7 a favor de Luiz
Indcio Lula da Silva (PT),
informa Patricia Campos
Mello. O TSE diz que nem
todos contém pedido ex-
plicito de voro, politica as

Desconfianca e
antipetismo freiam
frente de Lula

O ex-presidente Luiz Ind-
cio Lula da Silva (PT) avan-
gou no esforgo por wma
frente ampla, daesquerda
a direita, contra Jair Bol-
sonaro (PL). Ele ainda es-
barra, porém, em descon-
fiancas na drea econdmi-
ca, no antipetismo e em
rixas partiddrias, além de
um provavel massacre na
campanha. Politica AdeAS

viercado AZ0
Criptocasal de Nova
York € divisor de
aguas nos crimes
com bitcoins

Esporte B7
Rogério Ceni celebra
25 anos de primeiro
gol tentando se
provar novamente

trada C1
Rapper FBC faz de
'Se Ta Solteira’ um
hit no TikTok com
clima de baile funk

lustrada CS
Criador da franquia
‘Os Caga-Fantasmas,
Ivan Reitman morre
aos 75 anos nos EUA
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A pandemia em 14.fev
Dados das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil

o ensuitdawy 81,1%
Eema s T1,2%
Dose de reforgn 26,3%

ESTAGIO DA DOEMNCA

Gbitos
Madia mdwel Em 24 h
454
885 s .
638.913
Casos L 290%™ (acelerado)

“Variagac em relagio a 14 dias

Ministro veta Disque
100 para ndo vacinados
Ricardo Lewandowski, do
STE determinou que canal
do governo para deminci-
as de violacdes de direitos
humanos deixe de atender
queixas de antivacinas. Ba

Grupo Doria inflou
pregos em troca de
aniincio, diz parecer
FPolitica A6

TERCA-FEIRA, 15 DE FEVEREIRO DE 2022

Militar observa cagas Super Hornet no porta-avibes americano USS Harry S. Truman, que esta estacionado no mar Adriatico, na costa croata, em sinal de apoio & Otan e 3 Ucrania mitan sabic/Reuters

Russia diz que ha chance
de acordo sobre Ucrania

Putin indica querer negociar; EUA movem embaixada de Kiev para oeste do pais

O chanceler russo, Serguei
Lavrov, afirmou ontem em
declaracéo relevisionada que
“hé possibilidade de acordo”
com o Ocidente a respeitoda
Ucrania, pausando, por ora,
a escalada de tensio com o
pais vizinho, relata o enwvia-
do a Moscou Igor Gielow.

A declaragao foi ecoada
pelo titular da Defesa, Ser
guei Choigu, segundo o qual
s exercicios militares que
ocorrem nas imediacdes da
Ucrinia desde outubro es-
tao no fim. Ele e Lavrov se
reuniram com o presidente
Vladimir Putin no Kremlin,

BNDES quer esticar prazo pra
devolver verbas ao Tesouro

O BNDES afirma que o atu-
al calendario de devolucio
dos aportes feitos pelo Te-
souro Nacional nas gestoes
do PT, gue o Tribunal de
Contas da Unido conside-
rou irre: . traria pre-
juizo de R$ 14 bilhdes & ins-
tituigio e quer renegociar
Adilatacio desse prazo, po-
rém, poe em divida o plano
de abater a divida publica.

Em nova gueda de brago
sobre o tema, a equipe eco-
nomica aponta que isso im-
poria prejuizo de RS 13,4 bi-
lhoes sobre o erdrio até 2040
wvalor vindo da diferenca
das taxas de juros nos dois
MOMenNtos. Mercado A12

Governo contrariou
técnicos ao prorrogar
desoneracdo aa

Mas Choigu alertou pa-
ra um incidente em aguas
russas com um submarino
dos EUA, deixando abertaa
chance de recrudescimento.
A Riissia diz que a Unido Eu-
ropeia e a Otan, alianca mili-
tar liderada por Washington,
precisam avancar o didlogo.

Familia morta vivia
em area visada por
irmao de politico
Assassinados em janeiro,
o ambientalista José Go-
mes, sua mulher e a en-
reada viviam em drea rei-
vindicada pelo pecuarista
Francisco Torresde Paula
Filho, irmao do prefeito de
Sao Feélix do Xingu (PA), To-
4o Cleber de Souza Torres.
Eles negam relacio com o
crime. Ninguém foi preso
até agora. Cotidianc B3

Kasimne Xawhsr/Felhapress

FALTA DE ACESSO AGRAVA POBREZA MENSTRUAL NA ILHA DE MARAJO (PA)

Celia dos Santos, 22, que vive no alto do rio Mutuacd, utiliza pedagos de pano como absorvente para conter sangramentos;
renda e estabelecimentos insuficientes e saneamento basico precario comprometem cuidados com menstruacio cotidians B1

Os americanos ontem des-
locaram sua embaixada em
Kiev, capital ucraniana, para
Lviv, no oeste, para o caso de
E'\-'El‘lll]ﬂl ataque. Mundo A9

‘0 mundo todo tem seus
problemas’, diz Bolsonaro
antes de tour arriscada awo

Hélio Schwartsman
Hitler € pior

do que Stdlin
Regimes comunistas elimi-
navam inimigos por per
cebé-los como contrarre-
voluciondrios, O nazismo
montouum sistema indus-
trial para assassinar aque-
les que via como membros
de ragas inferiores, judeus
e ciganos. E ndo havia na-
da que estes pudessem fa-
zer para deixar de ser ju-
deus e ciganos. opinito A2

EDITORIAIS A2

Devolta a farsa
Acerca de novos ataques
de Bolsonaro as urnas.

Vacinar as criangas
Sobre dados que indicam
atraso na imunizacio.

ATMOSFERA
Sao Paula hoje
28
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Heje Armanhi
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Acusan a Sandra Quifidnez de promover una justicia selectwa y parclalldad mamflesta

Aitetete impulsara el juicio
politico a la fiscala general

La decision fue tomada en forma unanime por los legisladores oficialistas de ambas camaras.
Ahora deben negociar con la oposicién, especialmente con el llanismo, los votos necesarios.
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Contraloria no podré hacer uenflcacmn 1 FALL CARETE

Corte suspende efectos
de ley que permite la
auditoria a Yacyreta

PAGINA 9

Usura, lavado de dinero y denuncia falsa

Sala Constitucional
ratifica condena de
15 afios para RGD
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Destino de los fondos Covid

Se agota el tiempo para
que Nenecho identifique
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Tomaron nota de la denuncia del ministro ante el Congreso Procesado por lesion de confianza y asociacion criminal, entre otros

Giuzzio se reunio con Inteligencia del | Juzgado rechaza pedido de nulidad
Brasil sobre contrabando de tabaco | de la imputacion a Hugo Javier
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« S%ans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point

JEUX OLYMPIQUES
LA CONSECRATION POUR LE COUPLE
DE DANSEURS SUR GLACE FRANCAIS
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e flatieur = Braumarchais

SA VOITURE EN 20

PAGES 30 ET 31

Le palmares
2022 des
nrreprises

O DECIDEURS
1]

T

PROCES
La mort du pére
Hamel devant la

justice des hommes
PAGES

PRESIDENTIELLE
Valerie Pecresse
et ses soutiens
enjambent

le Zénith racesser?

UKRAINE
Berlin et Kiev
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Six nations : apres
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Faut-il une nouvelle loi
pour interdire le franglais
dans la commumnication
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Franglais : TAcadémie

tire la sonnette d’alarme

Dans un rapport rendu public ce mardi, les Immortels déplorent I'essor du franglais dans
la communication institutionnelle et redoutent un risque de fracture sociale et générationnelle.

Au terme d'une enquéte
menge de mars 3 novembre
2020, les académiciens pu
blient un rapport dans le-
quel ils relévent les innom
brables anglicismes figurant

sur les sites ou dans la com-
munication des institutions,
entités territoriales, univer

sités, musées, entreprises et
sockétés, de statut public ou
privé. Ce franglais contour-

ne souvent la loi Toubon,
qui encadre pourtant 1"'usage
de I'anglais.

Hélene Carrére d’Encausse,
secrétaire  perpeétuel de
I"Académie francaise, dé-

plore cette vogue qui va a
I'encontre des intéréts de la
langue francaise et alerte
sur un risque de «fracture
sociale et géndrationnelle ».
En ces temps de campagne

électorale, elle espere faire
entendre  les  inguietudes
d'une grande partie de la
population mise a I'écart
par ce langage incompre-
hensible.

< UMNE LEGISLATION IMPUISSANTE FACE A LA VAGUE - HELENE CARRERE D'ENCAUSSE : « NOUS SOMMES A UN POINT CRITIQUE » PAGES2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Vincent Bolloré,
le vrai-faux départ

d’un corsaire

“des affaires

jour du bicentenaire

PAGES 1SET 17

E EDITORIAL par Etienne de Montety edemontety@lefigarofr

de son groupe familial.

5'il entretient le mystére

sur son avenir, son influence
demeure intacte.

Premier actionnaire de Vivendi,
I'homme d’affaires a promis
de prendre sa retraite le 17 février,

Ce que

les chefs
dentreprise
attendent
dela
présidentielle

A deux mols de 1'élection, les
entrepreneurs  s'inguigtent
de I'absence des sujets éco-
nomigues dans la campagne.
s commencent a faire passer
des auditions aux candidats
pour entendre leurs projets et
les sensibiliser a leurs atten-
tes. Les impdts de produc

tiom, la fiscalité verte, les re-
traites, le partage de Ia
valeur, les dépenses publi-
ques, le temps de travail, la
réindustrialisation et la sim-
plification flgun.-m parmi
leurs priorités. PAGES 2ET23

TAJAN

Insécurité linguistique

arthe Me Up», «[Let's cagnot-
tew.. qui n'est jamais resté in
terdit devant ce genre de com
munication dun département
ou d'un établissement finan-
cier mélant anglais, francais et calembours
approximatifs ?

Devant la recrudescence de ce sabir fait de
data, de team et autres box, I'Académie
francaise s"insurge. Elle pointe du dolgt ce
que feu Michel Serres appelait les «~ califor-
nigmes » : nombre de néologismes sont en
effet forgés par les géants du monde numeé-
rique et utilisés 4 I'envi par des grands
groupes industriels, mais aussi des collectl
vités ocales...

« Purisme » , penseront les uns, « il faut vi-
Vre avec son épogue = diront les autres. Ce
mouvement insidieux est de fait porté par
la technologie et par 1'air du temps,

Mais les Immaortels ne s'en tiennent pas a
un rappel du bon usage, ils pointent derrig
re cette vogue une menace insidieuse pour
la société, Que peut comprendre a ce jar-
Zon un citoyen peu au fait de 1"anglais et de
la forme d'esprit gue procure la fréquenta-
tion des réseaux sociaux? Dans les péri-
phéries, sur les mnds—poinl.-; el au comp-

<<

toir, est-on si familier du « Helpdesk Bioci
des » et du «roaming » 7
Et cette incompréhension, ce malaise, com-
ment notre homme pourrait-il les exprimer
sans passer pour un imbécile - pardon, un
boomer ? 5a réaction est pourtant bien légiti-
me, car elle tend & favoriser une fracture :
habitant de la «start-up nation = ou pas, qui
est o inw, qui est «out »7 Cet état inégalital
re qui se répand, I"Académie le nomme
« |'ingdcurité linguistique =, Elle n'est sire-
ment pas bonne

L'Académie conseillére.

z Rien de plusdée
pc:lnte plaisant en effet
du dOlgt les que de se sentir,
«californismes s  commele chan

te Aragon, =en
étrange pays dans mon pays hi-méme ».,
La maison de Richelieu sonne done "alarme
A Propos,
En cette périnde de campagne o les candi
dats promettent a foison liberté, tranquillite
el prospérité, courtisent les jeunes et rassu
renl les anciens, pourquol ne s'engage
raient-ils pas publiqguement i prendre soin
d'une vieille dame trés belle, et pourtant
bien malmendée : la langue francaise? B
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‘Very, very dangerous’

Simon Jenkins This is the right
time for the Queen to abdicate
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PM's

warning on Russia buildup

Putin sends more units
to border in sign crisis
could extend for weeks

Dan Sabbagh
Jessica Elgot

Russia is sending thousands more
troops toits border with Ukraineina
sign that Vladimir Putin could extend
the crisis for weeksas Boris lohnson
warned the situation had become
“very, very dangerous”.

British officials estimate that a
further 14 Russian battalions are
heading towards Ukraine, each
numbering about 800 troops, on
top of the 100 battalions massed on
theborders - aforce already deemed
capable of launching an invasion.

Ministers believe the Russian

5400_u1165

president has not vet decided to
attack Ukraine and may never do so,
But the continued buildup of forcesin
excess of 150,000 helped prompt the
prime minister to cut short a trip to
Cumbria to chair a Cabra emergency
meeting today.

Last night Johnson spoketothe US
president, Joe Biden, and concluded,
according to Downing Street, that
there *remained a crucial window for
diplomacy and for Russiatostepback
from its threats towards Ukraine”.
Britain said the two emphasised
the importance of unity and, while
neither country would send troops
todefend Ukraine, theyinsisted that
any further incursion “would result
ina protracted crisis for Russia”,

Earlier, Johnson warned: “This
is a very, very dangerous, difficult
situation, We are on the edge of a
precipice but there is still time for
President Putin to step back.”

A Ukrainian forces in combat
training af an undisclosed location
as pressure mounts on the borders
FHOTOGCRAPH: NEWSCOM/AVALON/EFN

He said it was important for
western allies to remain united in the
face of Russian pressure, Ukraine's
future membership of Nato could
not be “bargained away” as part of
western leaders’ efforts, he added.

Britain believes Russia has com-
mitted about 60% of its ground
forces tothe buildup and doubled its
available air power in the region, but
thinks Putin could extend the crisis
for weeks or even longer.

Although Liz Truss, the foreign
secretary, has warned publicly that
“there could be a Russian invasion
almost immediately”, vesterday
she told MPs in a private confer-
ence call that Putin could keep up
the military pressure on Ukraine for

months, according to some of those
wholistened in,

Parliament could be recalled if

Russiainvades Ukraine this week, No
10indicated. Asked if this was a pos-
sibility, the prime minster's official
spokesperson said: “In that situa-
tion you would expect that the prime
minister would want parliament to
be updated and for it to have its say.”
Russia hasalways denied it intends
to invade, Its foreign minister, Ser-
gei Lavrov, told Putin in a carefully
staged public meeting vesterday that
while negotiations between Russia
andthe west “can’t go onindefinitely
. I'would suggest to continue and
expand them at this stage™.
OlafScholz, Germany's chancellor,
isduetovisit Moscow today, although
no breakthrough is expected given
Russia’s demands: that Ukraine never

beallowed to join Nato and oe
that the west withdraw

News provider of the year

UK urged to
defy ‘culture
war’ attacks
on net zero

Fiona Harvey
Enviranment correspondent

Senior figures in climate diplomacy,
including the key architect of the
Paris climate agreement, have urged
the UK government to maintain its
commitments to climate action,
amid escalating attacks intended to
generate a “culture war™ on the net
zero emissions target.

Laurence Tubiana, the French
diplomat who crafted the 2015 Paris
agreement, now chief executive of
the European Climate Foundation,
said: “We are not happy, and we are
crossing our fingers [that the UK will
reaffirm its net zero commitment].
It's very important that the UK keeps
this direction of travel ”

She and other international
observers are increasingly worried
that the rows over net zerowithin the
UK government, which have seen the
Net Zero Scrutiny Group linking the
cost-of-living crisis to the carbon
reduction agenda, will undermine
the progress made last year at the
Cop26 UN climate talks.

The UK will continue to lead
the talks until Egypt takes over at
the next summit, Cop27,

this November., British oe

Exclusive
Covid budget
could be

cut by 90%

Ministers areset to
wind down testing and
payments for isolation
fromne;
pllt‘w'armnuimm
ertsthe move could
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