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ockheed scrapped its

plans to buy Aerojet
Rocketdyne after ULS. anti-
trust overseers last month
sued to block the proposed
$4.4 billion deal. A1

ing up a fragile global oil
market, pushing prices
closer to $1040 a barrel as

plies

the effect from any signifi-
cant disruption in Russian
fossil-fuel exports. Al

+ Inflation is seeping
through UL.S. business, hit-
ting companies in unex-
pected ways beyond higher
prices for materials, ship-
ping or wages. AZ

#+ Investors in U.S. stocks
are weighing good news
about corporate earnines
and the labor market
against u:e slubbnrn chal-

political uncertainty. Bl

#+ Saudi Arabia transferred
shares valsed at about $80
billion in Aramco to its
waealth fund as part of the
kingdom’s efforts to diver

sify its hyd:nmar'hon-dgpan-
dent economy. BL

# Private equity ac-
counted for a record share
of Chinese mergers and
acguisitions in 2021, B1

+ Cathie Wood's ARK is
snapping up more shares of
largely unprofitable compa-
nies, doubling down on a
bet that many traders and
inwestors expect to be tested
this year by rising rates. BL

World - Wide
—_——

+ Biden told Ukraine's
leader the U.S. and its al-
lies would respond “swiftly
and decisively™ to any fur-
ther Russian aggression
against his country, even
as Russia deploved some
of its most powerful weap-
ons and best-trained bat-
talions around Ukraine. A1
#+ Ukrainian officials said
Russia is stepping up a de-
stabilization campaign in-
volving eyberattacks, eco-
nomic disruption and a
new tactic: hundreds of
fake bomb threats. Al
+* Kyiv-based SkyUp Air-
lines said it was forced to
make an unscheduled
landing in Moldova and
suspended sales for flights
this week after its insurers
stopped covering aircraft
in Ukrainian airspace. AS

#* A bridge crucial to
cross-border trade that
connects Detroit with
Windsor, Ontario, re-
opened after Canadian po-
lice arrested protesters
and towed wehicles. Al

+ Some Democrats are
pushing Biden to use his
planned State of the Union
speech to endorse a return
to a sense of normalcy as
Cowid-19 cases fall, pres-
suring the White House as
many of the party's gowver-
nors roll back restrictions
in their states. Ad

* States rolling back mask
mandates are relying on
their own assessment of the
pandemics trajectory, not
Just federal government sci-
entists, as they rethink
Covid-19 guidelines with the
Omicron wawve in retreat. Ad
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Rams Defeat Bengals 23- 20 to Win Super Bowl

HOLLYWOOD DREAM: The Los Angeles Rams on Sunday came back from a deficit with five
minutes left to beat Cincinnati. Head coach Sean McVay holds the Vince Lombardi Trophy. A15

Lockheed Scraps Aerojet
Deal Amid Antitrust Suit

By Douc CaAMERON

Lockheed Martin Corp. on
Sunday said it had scrapped
plans to buy Aerojet Rocket-
dyne Holdings Inc. after fed-
eral antitrust overseers last
month sued to block the pro-
posed $4.4 billion deal,

Lockheed  Martin,  the
world's largest defense com-
pany by sales, had hoped to
add Aerojet expertise in build-
ing rocket motors for its own
missile and space systems. The
proposed deal drew fire from
the Federal Trade Commission
and rivals who believed the
combination could hinder
competition.

Lockheed Martin an-
nounced plans to buy Aerajet
in December 2020. The deal
followed unsuccessful efforts
by Asrojet to buy a joint ven-
ture between Lockheed Martin
and Boeing Co. that launches
military satellites. That trig-
gered broader interest in ac-
quiring  Aerojet, including
from private-equity firms, ac-
cording to regulatory filings.

The closing of the proposed
Lockheed-Aerojet deal was
pushed back several times,
pecially after FTC offi
raised concerns.

A lawsuit filed last month
by the FTC to block the deal
saw Lockheed ditch the tie-up

Is

Sunday, a decision the ocom-
pany said was made in the
wider interest of shareholders.

“Our planned acquisition of
Aerojet  Rocketdyne  would
have benefited the entire in-
dustry through greater effi-
ciency, speed and significant
cost reductions for the U.S.
govermment,” Lockheed Martin
Chief Executive Jim Taiclet
said.

Based in El Segundo, Calif.,
Aerojet is the only large, inde-
pendent 1.8, producer of en-
gines for rockets and missiles.
The FT'C alleged that allowing
Lockhesed to buy Aerajet would
give the defense company the
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U.S. says it is prepared
for possibility Russia

will soon launch major
assault against Ukraine

By Avex LeEAary
AND LAURENCE NORMAN

President Biden on Sunday
told Ukraine's leader the U.S.
and its allies would respond
“swiftly and decisively” to any
further Russian aggression
against his country, the White
House said, even as Russia de-
ployed some of its most power-
ful weapons and best-trained
battalions around Ukraine.

A day earlier, Mr. Biden's
warning to Russian President
Viadimir Putin of “swift and
severe costs” if Russia moves
against Ukraine yielded no
change in the Russian stance,
U.S. officials said. Meanwhile,
the fear of conflict has led to
canceled flights to Ukraine and
heightened volatility in energy
and financial markets.

President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky of Ukraine told Mr. Biden

Biden Pledges
Swift Reaction
To an Invasion

that U.S. support would allow
Ukraine to prevent panic
among its population, accord-
ing to a statement from his of-
fice. He also asked for concrete
guarantees of Ukraine's secu-
rity, saying European security
is impossible without the secu-
rity of Ukraine.

“We are not yet a member
of MATO, therefore, only a
strong Ukrainian army ensures
the security of our state,” Mr.
Zelensky told Mr. Biden, refer-
ring to the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization.

Before Mr. Biden’s hourlong
telephone call with Mr Zel-
ensky, 1.5, national security
adviser Jake Sullivan renewed
on Sunday the Biden adminis-
fration’s warnings of a posstIy
imminent Russian invasion of
Ukraine as Russia continued to
insist it has no such plans and
European leaders embarked on
further diplomatic attempts to

Please rurn fo page A8

# Russian border town backs
pro-Putin forces ¥:]

* Airline suspends les
as Insurers pull coverage... AS

By JAMES MARSON

KYTV, Ukraine—1LS, officials
are warning that Russia could
be about to attack Ukraine.
For many citizens in this em-
battled country, the assault
has already begun.

Ukrainian officials said that
Russia, which has positioned
more than 100,000 roops
around three sides of Ukraine,
is stepping up a destabiliza-
tion campaign involving cyber-
attacks, economic disruption
and a new tactic: hundreds of
fake bomb threats.

Russian forces and their
proxies already control por-
tions of Ukraine and fre-
guently skirmish with govern-
ment forces. The aim of
Moscow's intensifying habrid
mmpsu,n Ukrainian officials
is to weaken their coun-
try and sow panic, potentially
provoking discontent and pro-
tests of the kind Russia fo-
mented in eastern Ukraine in

Hybrid War Already
Started, Kyiv Says

2014 to justify its interven-
tions there. U.S. and UK. offi-
cials said last month they un
covered coup plots intended to
install a puppet pro-Russian
government.

The tactics illustrate how
Fresident Vladimir Putin of
Russia can maintain pressure
on Ukraine without escalating
o a shooting war that could
provoke sanctions from the
West., Ukrainian officials said a
destabilization campaign is
more likely than a large-scale
inwvasion.

“The No. 1 task for Russia is
to undermine us from inside,”
Oleksiy Danilov, the top na-
tional security adviser to Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky of
Ukraine, said in a recent inter-
i

Russia has denied it has any
plans to invade or cause harm
to Ukraine. Moscow argues
that the West is causing dam-
age to the ex-Soviet republic

Please turn fo page AS

India Struggles
With Urban
Exodus

Economists say nation must create millions
of jobs that bring workers out of farming

By SHEFALI ANanD
AND VIBHUT AGARWAL

SATBUNGA, India—
Covid-19 drove tens of mil-
lions of migrant workers
from cities back to their
home villages, often to farm,
and its lingering presence
threatens India®s decades-
long quest to lift its econ-
omy from rural poverty to
the modern age.

In Cowid-19's first wear,
agricultures share of India‘s
total employment rose for
the first time in at least 15
wears, by 3 percentage points
o 45.6%, government data
show, yet it contributes less
than a fifth of national out-
put,

Economists warn of a
drag on growth unless India
can pull millions of workers
into productive nonfarm
jobs. Growth in the rural
workforce “is the opposite of
what any developing country
wants to see,” said Santosh
Mehrotra, an economist and
senior official at the former
Flanning Commission, which
steered India’s development

strategy until 2014,

The migratory reversal in
particular weakens the eco-
nomic potential embodied in
India's young population—
some two-thirds is under age
40—a working-age demo-
graphic that powered China’s
double-digit growth.

Around 75 million people
in India slipped into extreme
poverty in 2020, living on $2
or less a day, according to
the Pew Research Center. A
salaried worker in rural In-
dia earns an average of
around 300 rupees ($4) a
day, compared with $6 a day
for a similar job in urban ar-
eas, according to estimates
by the International Labour
Organization, ILO, a United
Mations agency, using Indian
povernment data.

Some migrant workers
who are back home say their
goals have shifted away from
the promise of city life. Vijay
Nayal, 24 years old, lost his
job in a call center in 2020
and left a New Delhi suburh
for his village in the Himala-
van state of Uttarakhand. He

Please turn to page AIT

U.S.-Canada Bridge Reopens

Canadian police on Sunday arrested protesters and towéd wehi-

des, allowing the Ambassador

the border city of Windsor, Ontario, to recpen. AT0

Bridge connecting Detroit with

Be My Valentine, but Let’s Buy a

King-Size Bed

After extreme pandemic togetherne

many couples crave

By Suzanne Karnen

For some couples, the solu-
tion for too much pandemic
togetherness is saying good
night on Valentine’s Day in a
bigzer bed where they don’t
need to touch.

After nearly two yvears of
working from home and shar-
ing close quarters with
spouses, kids and pets. people
are tossing out their full- and

and Spread Out

.
more personal space

queen-size beds in favor of
more spacious kings.

Robert Pagano and his girl-
friend, Tracy Jones, weighed
the pros and cons of switching
to a king from a gueen last
vear. The couple, who live in
Las Vegas, had been getting on
each other's nerves when they
wiere stuck working from home.

“We hoped a bigger bed
would help us awvoid argu-

Please turn to page AIT

Ukraine
Threat
Pushes il
Near $100

By CurisToOPHER M. MATTHEWS
Ann Covviv EaTon

The threat of a Russian in-
wvasion of Ukraine is shaking up
a fragile global oil market,
pushing prices closer to $100 a
barrel as traders calculate that
supplies will struggle to cush-
ion the effect from any signifi-
cant disruption in Russian fos-
sil-fuel exports.

Demand for oil has out-
paced production growth as
economies  slowly rebound

from the worst of the pan-
demic, leaving the market with

ducer, and if a conflict in
Ukraine leads to a substantial
decrease in the flow of Russian
barrels to market, it would be
perilous for the tight balance
between supply and demand.
Those dymamics hawve led
traders in recent days to price
in a sizable geopolitical risk
premium, according to ana-
lysts. Crude-oil prices, which
haven't topped $100 a barrel
since 2014, jumped to an eight-
wvear high on Ukraine concerns
Friday. Brent futures settled at
£84.44 a barrel, while US.
crude ended at $53.10 a barrel.
“We are setting up for a pe-
riod of turbulence,” said Jason
Please furn fo page AG
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Jerks at work

Reconnecting with your toxic

Mouse that roared

Lithuania tests EU resistance to

Stunted growth

Constant economic expansionisin

the past—
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colleagues — pusin

Scholz plans fresh Ukraine talks
as west steps up evacuations

& German leader to meet Putin @ Neighbours braced for refugees & Airlines cancel flights

GUY CHAZAM — BEALIN
BOM AN L HYR — K1V
KR AN STACEY — WASHINGTON

German chancellor olaf scholz will
embark today on a fresh attempt ta
deter Viadimir Patin from Imvading
Ukraine, after US officials warmed that
Russia was on the brink of launching a
major atiack onlis western nefghbour.

Scholz will travel to Kyiv today for
talks with Ukrainian keader Volodymyr
Zelensky before meeting the Russian
president tomorTow.

Western nathons have began to with-
draw diplomatic and military personnel
from Ukraine in the past two days, and
are urging their citizens to leave the
country and some alrlines cancelled
Mights to the country. Ukraine’s nelgh-
bours are preparing o recefve a flood of
refugees in the eventof military action.

Offickals in Berlin sald Germany had
not given up hope that diplomacy could
avert a war, although they played down
expectations that Scholz conld achiewve
a breakthrough. One senior government
official sald Scholz's alm was to “get a
better understanding of Russia’s goals,
and o Lry o ﬂauwwlll’theremanv
ways back todirect dia

“1dont assumee that we' lmmeoutol
this with some kind of concrete result,”
he said, but he insisted that “now is not
the thme for res lgmation™.

US intelligence assessments estimate
that Russia could launch a full-scale
imvasion in the coming days. Although
the White House believes Putin as not
made a final decision, Russia has built
up more than 130,000 troeops along its
border with Ukraine and in neighbour-
ing Belarus, as well as weaponry that
conld be used for an assalt on Kyt

Joe Biden spoke to Zelensky yester-
day. The White House sald the US presl-
dent made it clear that America wouald
respond be any Iumhn action “swifthy
amd

“The twoe Ieade]s agreed on the
importance of continuing to pursue
diplomacy and deterrence In response

French presidential runner
cuts straight to the chase

Valdria Pécresse’s manifesto indudas 3
pledae to extend the retirement 508
Trom 42 fo &5 and slash dvil servica
Iobs. ‘People are going to have 1o work
mone and weTe going to hawe 1o spend
less — and spend befter, sald
Pécresse, who has describad herself as
two-thinds Angela Merkel and one-
Thind Margaret Thafcher. 1 am the aniy
one who perhaps has the courage fo
say It — amd | do say It
Pécresse sccuses prosident - pacty
Paris Notebook = PAGE 16

ESS LIFE, PAGE 18

Briefing

= Canada police tackle lockdown protest

Police have made progress clearing a protest by
‘truckersand anti-lockdown demonsirators at an
important border Canadian crossing with the US, as
large trucks left the area peacefully.— Pace +

» EU halts QatarEnergy antitrust inguiry
‘Brussels has halted a QatarEnergy antitrust probe,
thires years after it opened an B it its
20-yeargas contracts, The decision comes asmid
fears over Russka gas supplies to Europe.— FASE 2

= Irish bank boss daunps ECE vate rise tallc
Ireland'’s central bank chief has said imvestors are
‘wrongte bet on euromone rates being ralsed in June,
adding policymakers will be careful toaveid “killing
off the recovery™.— PAGE 1; MARTIN SANDBU, PASE 17

= M i maker set to be sold

and H&M, uwsel]hls&a)mun
oompany after his chil dren
declined to take over— Fase o

= Riyadh injects S80bn into wealth fund
Saudi Arabia has transferred 4 percent of the shares
of ol group Saudl Aramoe to its wealth fand ina
Tacsiat wisrth abourt $80ba, as the Pablic Investmert:
Fund prepages to raise public debt.— pacs s

= Insurance against cyber crime soars
wGroups are likely to face further rises in the cost of
Insurance against cyber attacks, a sector leader has
‘wamned, asransom demands grow. Cover in the US
rosc 130 per cent past quarter alone.— Fase 7

= Low stock levels risk commodity crunch
Stockpiles of some of the global economy’s most

commodities are at historicalby low lewels,
«as high demarsd and supply shortages threatento

Preparing for
the worst:a
WOHMAN recelves
basic comhbat
training from
member of
Ukralne's
Matlonal Guard
e

to Russia’s military build-up on
Uhkraine’s borders,” s officials said.
Jake Sullivan, the US national secarity
adviser, said that military action could
begin amy day now. “Russka could dyose
the diplomatic path,” he said. “But the
way they have built up their
forces . . . makes it a distinct possibility
that there will be major military action

WeTys00n.”

Bhden spoke to Putin for over an howr
on Saturday but failed to change the
Kremlin's position, according to the
White House. The Kremlin sald the
American allegation that it  was plan-
ningan imvaskon was “al

Schalz plans to urge Putm to de-
escalate the simation and will comvey
“how grave the consequences of an
attack would be” In terms of sanctions

on Russia, the German official said. He
‘willalso emphasise “the unity of the BT,
US and UK", The Germans will float the
idea of direct discussions between Rus-
sla and the west.

In talks with Zelensky today Schole is
likely to offer more German economic
ald, Berlin has provided almost €2bn in
ald to Kytv slnce 2014,

Tensions continued to mount in
Ukraine. Yesterday the UK and the U5
‘withdrew their citizens from a mon/itor-
ing mission by the Organisation for
Security and Co-Operation in Europe in
the east of the country. Russia foreign
ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova called om the OSCE to awald betng
“manipulated” and “dragged into sor-
did political games”,

Countries bordering Ukralne are pre-

paring to receive refugess in the svent of
4 full-scale Russian invasion. The Eure-

an Cormendsston has sald it s working
om the issue of potential refuges lows.
However, Brussels has refused to com-
ment publicly on its plans as it does not

fuel inflationary pressures arcund the world — sase &

Datawatch

believe war is inevitable. Washington Be my Valentine Hoat peaple say
has predicted up to Smn pecple could = satisfied with current reafionship  they sss hapey in
«crosa Ukraines western border. W Wery W Samewhat heir relationshis

Dutch airline KLM announced that it S
was cancelling Ukraine flights and Argentina "_"."';M""
would aveld the country’s alrspace. China majostty el

’ (819 Ammericam
Mykhailo Podalyak, an adviser at Zelen- . Aagemiicess woy
sky'soffice, told the Financlal Times the Shweden nbp———"
airline’s actions were “nonsense” that ttaky Notably, nearky
“resembles a kind of partial blockade™, South Korea B9 per cent of
Additional reporting by Tom Wilson, Japan Argerdiceans
Sebastian Payne and Andy Bounds 0 20 50 60 80100  report keing very
Seurce ipacs Hor (an 20320 setisfied

ukralne shores up cyber defence page 2
FT View page 14

Shoppers undeterred as big brands raise
prices to protect profits from rising costs

MATTHEW ROCCO, MAMTA BADKAR
AMD 0T RENMESOM — NEW TORK

Some of the world's largest consumer
brands are passing on rapidly risimg
impat costs to consumers through seb-
stamtial price b creases as surging nfla-
ton pashes up households” exgpenses.
Companies mcluding PepsiCo, McDon-
ald's and breakfast-cereal maker Kel-
logs all flagged the impact of higher
labour, shipping and commeodity costs
arud the pandemics disrusption to supply
chains and the workforoedur g the kat-
st corperate SEAS0M,

“US businesses have managed to do
something never before accomplished,
which Is to lump four years' worth of
price Increases inte one,” sald David
FReosenberng, chief sconomist and strate-
gistat RosenbergResearch.

Inflation is rising rapidly arcund the

world. Last week the US index of con-
sumer prices logged its biggest jump
since 1962, But wage increases, home
price appreciation and pandemic-era
government policies have strengthened
houschald balance sheets so “consum-
ers have an ample runway to brace for
price increases”, sabd Patrick Palfrey,
senior equity strategist at Credit Suisse.

Executives sald consumers were will-
img o spend more.

McDonald's lifted menu prices by &
per cent in 2021 and predicted that its
food., paper and other commodity costs
woarld dimb twice as fast this year. Pep-
siCa expecl_'. more price increases in
2022 after encountering higher costs for
cooking oil, packaging materials and
ather commodities,

Eellogs said price ncreases were hit-
ting customer demand less than usual.

Appliance manufacturer Whirlpoo]

affset $1bn In raw materlal inflation by
increasing prices.

UE meat producer Tyson Foods
reported beef price rises of 32 per cent
year on year in the last quarter, while
chickenwasup 20 percent.

Dan Suzukl, deputy dhief Investment
afficer at Richard Bernstein Advisors,
sajd that comsumers’ finances had
“given companies a tremendous
amount of pricing power ™.

Consumer brands across the Atlantic
have also acknowledged the impact of
rising prices. Unilever sald last week
that it expected the strongest cost infla-
tion indecades to hit its profitability for
two years. L'Oréal, the workd's largest
cosmetics malcer, sabd supply chain and
inflatlenary pressures would start to
e from mid-year.

Commedity crunch page &
Squeete on Consumers page B
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The rise in open banking worldwide has led to a
e age of digital banking, with multiphe digital
competitors entering into territory dominated
wntil now by traditional lenders, putting old
aperating models at risk,

In The Banker Masterclass video series. we
discuss changes in consumer expectations as
a rasult of Covid-15. the blurring of boundaries
between tech firms and banks, and how
traditional players can monetise opportunities
offered by open banking.

Watch now
thebanker.com/mafe22
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Late Edition
Today, mostly sunny, cold, brisk,
high 2&. Tenight, clear, frigid, low 19,
Tomorrow, plenty of sunshine,
warmer by the afternoon, high 35.
Weather map appears on Page Al6.
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For McConnell,
A Stealth Fight
For G.O.FP. Grip

Drafting Allies to Foil
Trump Senate Picks

By JONATHAN MARTIN

PHOENIX — For more than a
year, former President Danald
Trump has berated Gov. Doug
Dwcey of Arizona, savaging him
for refusing to overturn the states
presidential results and vowing to
oppose him should he run for the
Senate this year

In early December, though, Mr.
Ducey received a far friendlier
message from another former Re-
publican president. At a golf tour-
nament luncheon, George W
Bush encouraged him
against Senator Mark Kelly, a
Democrat, suggesting the Repub-
lican Party needs more figures
like Mr. Ducey to step forward.

“It's something you have to feel
acertain sense of humility about,.”
the governor said this month of
Mr Bush's appeal. “You listen re-
spectfully, and that's what I did.”

Mr. Bush and a band of anti-
Trump Republicans led by Sena-
tor Mitch McConnell of Kentucky
are hoping he does more than lis-
ten.

As Mr Trump works to retain
his hold on the Republican Party,
elevating a slate of friendly candi-
dates in midierm elections, Mr
McConnell and his allies are gui-
etly, desperately maneuvering to
try to thwart him. The loose alli-
ance, which was once thought of
as the G.O.P establishment, for
months has been engaged in a
high-stakes candidate recrwit-
ment campaign, full of phone
ca]ls. meetings. polling memos

nd promises of millions of dol-
lﬂ.rs It's all aimed at recapturing
the Senate majority, but the elec-
tion also represents what could be
Republicans® last chance to re-
verse the spread of Trumpism be-
fore it fully consumes their party.

Mr MeConnell for vears pushed
Mr. Trumps agenda and only
rarely opposed him in public. But
the message that e delivers pri-
wately now is unsparing, if debat-
able: Me Trump is losing political
altitude and need not be feared in
a primary, he has told Mr. Ducey
in repeated phone calls, as the
Senate leader’s lieutenants share
polling data they argue proves i

In conversations with senators
and would-be senators, Mr Mo-

Continued on Page Al4d

A Final Stop on the Path to Victory
The Los Angeles Rams won Super Bow] VL edging the Cincinnati Bengals, 23-20, after a defensive play by Aaron Donald, Page D,
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‘Heartbeat’ Moves to Center of Abortion Debate

By RONI CARYN RABIN

The Texas law banning abor-
tions after about six weeks of
pregnancy is based on a singular
premise disputed by many medi-
cal experts: that once an ultra-
sound detects elecirical cardiac
activity in an embryo, its heart is
beating and a live birth is on the
way.

At this very early stage of a
pregnancy, however, the embryo
is the size of a pomegranate seed
and has only a primitive tube of
cardiac cells that emit eblectric
pulses and pump blood,

Language has long been a bat-
tleground in the political struggle
over aborthon, and the sparring
now centers on a word with deep
resonance: “heartbeat”

The Texas law, which makes no
exceptions for cases of rape or in-
cest, forbids abortion at the time a
“heartbeat” can be heard, which

Examining the Words
and Claims Behind
Strict New Laws

usually oocurs at six weeks of ges-
tation. The appeal is emotional:
Many parents-to-be are moved by
sounds  during an  ulrasosund
scan. But what the law defines as
the sound of a heartbeat is not
considered by medical experts o
be coming from a developed
heart, which forms laver in preg-
nancy.

Al least a dozen states have
passed similar heartbeat laws
that could be established if Roe w.
Wade were overturned. At the mo-
ment, the Supreme Court appears
to be leaning toward upholding a
Mississippi law that hans abortion
after 15 weeks of pregnancy, effec-

tively ending the right to abortion
established by the Roe decision in
1973,

The potentially seismic shifts
have bi U renewed attention
te both the scientific underpin-
nings of these laws and the medi-
cal claims made by educational
materials that many states re-
quire to be given to women seek-
ing abortions.

Opponents of abortion say that
wormen need to be better informed
of ltsposs]bltconscqucnces. EVen

unlikely o

“We realL)' deslre for women to
be empowered with information,”
said Dr. Christina Francis, chair of
the Americ A:.anc.munn of Pro-
Life Obstetricians and Gynecolo-
gists, which opposes abortion.
"Women are intelligent creatures
and can make empowered cholces
when they have all the informa-
tion they need”

But many medical societies and

Continued on Page AlS

Behind India’s

This article is by Alden Wicker,
Emily Schmall, Suhasini Raj and
Elizabeth Patomn.

Michael Kors retails its organic
cotton and recycled polyester
women's rip-up hoodies for $25
more than its conventional cotton
hoodies. Urban Qutfitters sells or-
ganic sweatpants that are priced
£46 more than an equivalent pair
of conventional cotion  sweat-
pants. And Tommy Hilfigers
men's organic cotton slim-fit T-
shirt is £3 more than its conven-
tional counterpart.

“This product contains inde-
pendently certified organic cotton
grown  without chemical pesti-
cides, chemical fertilizers and ge-
netically modified seeds” the
product description reads,

With the fashion industry trum-
peting its sustainability commit-
ments, those labels are both a
means of value signaling and a
lure to consumers willing to pay
more Lo act better

There’s only one problem:
Much of the “organic cotton™ that
makes it to store shelves may not
actually be organic at all.

The largest single produecer of
the world's organic cotton supply
is India, which accounts for half of
the organic cotton sold globally,
and where the organic cotton
movement appears Lo be boom-
ing. According o Textile Ex-

‘Organic’ Cotton Boom, Fraud and False Labels

SALREVA KIAMDFLTWAL PO THE MEY ¥R TIMES

Laborers unloading cotton in Kasrawad, India. Growing without pesticides produces lower yields.

change, a leading organic propo-
nent, organic cotton production in
India alone grew 48 percent in the
last year, despite the pandemic.
Howewer, much of this growth is
fake, say Indians who souree,

process and grow organic cotton.

At the heart of the problem is an
opague certification svstem rife
with opportunities for frawd. Con-
sumers are assured of “organic”
material by brands, which rely on

official stamps of approval from
external organizations, Those in
turn rely on reports from opagque
lecal inspection agencies that
‘hase their conclusions on a single

Continued on Page A

Amid Threats,
Ukraine Is Led
By an Optimist

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

KYIV, Ukraine — Russian at-
tack helicopters were spotted
buzzing within miles of his coun-
try"

strands of diplomacy were unray-
eling. Allies evacuated their em-
bassies, airlines canceled flights,
and a large number of private jets
dieparted from the capital.

For Volodymyr Zelensky,
Ukraine's president and a former
comedic actor who was elected
three years ago on a message of
optimism about his country’s rela-
tions with Russia — something
that now seems a distant memory
— room for manewver narrowed
over the weekend to a tiny selec-
tion of uncertain options.

During a phone call on Sunday
with President Biden, M Zelen-
sky issued an invitation for a visit,
s0 the American president could
“coniribute to de-escalation™ with
his presence in Kyiv, the Ukrain-
ian capital. The United States has
already ordered most American
diplomats to leave, making a pres-
idential visit undikely.

=] am convinced that your ar-
rival in Kyiv in the coming days,
which are crucial for stabilizing
the sitnation, will be a powerful
signal ™ Mr. Zelensky said, accord-
ing to an official Ukrainian ac-
count of the conversation, adding
that the city was “safe and under
relinble protection™

Continued on Page A8

BORDER BRIDGE
WILL SOON OPEN,
CANADA ASSERTS

A BLOCKADE 15 CLEARED

Antigovernment Protest
in Ottawa Enters
Third Week

By SARAH MASLIN NIR

OTTAWA — Canadian law en-
forcement officials said Sunday
that they were preparing to re-
open a major international bridge
that had been blockaded by pro-
testers for almost a week, raising
hopes for industries, especially
aute manufacturing, slowed to a
near standstill by the unrest. But
at the footstep of Parliament some
500 miles to the northeast, they
appeared powerless to guell the
near-chaos.

As officials announced that the
Ambassador Bridge, which ties
Windsor, Ontario, to Detroit, had
been reclaimed after aseries of ar-
rests in the morning, some hailed
it as wictory for a government
deeply shaken by the intransi-
gence of anti-vaccine mandate
protests that began three weeks
ago and that have since mush-
roomed. But it was a rare vicuory
— and as of nightfall on Sunday,
not a fully realized one

By day's end, the bridge was
still not open for traffic.

And in Canada’s capital, Otta-
wa, hundreds of truckers were en-
rering their third week of occupa-
tion of the area around Parliament
Hill. They appeared to be embold-
ened by a growing sense of impu-
nity, late Sunday there
were reports that an agreement

Protesters and their supporters
Jammed Ottawa on Sunday.,

had been broached for the drivers
to pull out of some neighborhoods
over the coming days.

The mayor of Ottawa, Jim Wat-
son, revealed back-channel nego-
tiations with the truckers’ leaders
o remove their convoy from resi-
dential neighborhoods, among
other measures. The mayvor's of-
fice released an emailed letter
dated Saturday from one of the
protest leaders, Tamara Lich, in
which she said, “We will be work-
ing hard over the next 24 hours to
get buy in from the truckers.”

“The mayor said Sunday in an in-
rerview that the conversations be-
gan several days ago, with the

Continwed on Page AI0

In the Arbery Hate Crimes Trial,
The Evidence Is Likely to Be Ugly

By RICHARD FAUSSET and AUDRA . S. BURCH

ATLANTA The killing of
George Floyd catalyzed a period
of national soul-searching about
race and racism that has towched
nearly every aspect of American
life. Bul in a number of high-pro-
file trials since then — including in
the murder of Mr. Floyd and the
killing of Ahmaud Arbery — pros-
ecutors have carefully avoided
putting racism itself on center
stage.

That changes as soon as this
week, as federal prosecutors ey
to prove that the white men who

killed Mr. Arbery, a Z5-vear-old
Black man, committed a federal
hate crime when they chased and
killed him “because of Arbery’s
race and color” as their indict-
ment puts it

In the upcoming trial, prosecu-
rors are almost certain o feature
wgly evidence, culbed from seized
cellphones and other sources,
seeking to prove that the three
Georgia residents — Travis Me-
Michael, 36, his father, Gregory
McMichael, 66, and their neighbor

Continued on Page AL4
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A Quiet Mass Exodus

The rising emigration of French Mus-
lims points to & deep crisis for a country
focused on immigration. PAGE A4

Afghan Diplomats Seek to Stay
The envays for the previous govern-
ment haven't been paid since October
and may be stateless. PAGE AT
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Cementing Power in Albany

In redrawing state voting maps, New
York Democrats could expand the
veto-proof majorities they have in both
the Assembly and Senate, PAGE Al

BUSINESS B1-5

A Crypto-Heavy Super Bowl
The Super Bowl featured ads that em-
braced the usual jokes and celebrities,
plus a whaole lot of hlockchain PAGE B3

Divorce in the 2020s
Dividing the family's Bitcoin stash has

become a major source of conlention in
divorce cases. PAGE Bl

ARTS C1-8

An Enthralling ‘Swan Lake’
A production in Miami blasts the cob-

wehs off a beloved work. Abowve, Katia
Carranza and Renan Cerdeiro.  PAGE C1

Lost After Translation

Jennifer Croft, who has translated
award-winning books, wants her peers
b Feceive more recognition. PAGE Cl

An Olympian’s Historic Gold
Erin Jackson of the U.S., who started
speedskating in 2016, became the first
African American woman Lo win a

medal in the sport, PAGE D9
OBITUARIES B&-7 TRAVEL B3
Artist Found Fame Late Beauty Off Honduras

Carmen Herrera painted in obscurity

for decades, but everything changed

wl‘th agallery show in 2004, She was
PAGE BT

As travel picks up, the focus is on bal-
ancing the return of tourism Cand
divers) to the island of Roatan with the
fragility of the environment.
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SUPER BOWL LVI

nacles

BriaM van pER BRUG Los Angeles Times

COACH Sean McWVay holds the Lombardi Trophy after the Rams beat the Cincinnati Bengals 23-20 to win the Super Bowl.

MISSION
ACCOMPLISHED

Six years after return to L..A., Rams on top of NFL

BILL PLASCHEKE

Amid the blaring of blue and
gold horns, on a super-sized
Sunday fit for an ascension, the
Laos Angeles sports heavens
Jjust got a little more crowded.
Make room for the Rams.
Move over, Lakers. Backup,
Dodgers. Evervbody clear
space for the oldest of friends.
the newest of heroes, the prodi-

gal sons turmed Super Bowl champions.

Six years after returning to Los Angeles
with helmet inhand, the Rams raised those
helmets to the sky Sunday with a 23-20 come-
tory over the Cincinnati Bengals in

bBack v

Rams beat Bengals
to win first title in L.A.

For full coverage, see Super Bowl
=pecial section. SPORTS, SECTION D

MVP is no surprise
Receiver Kupp has made the
Rams go all season. SPORTS, D4

The winning drive

A lot of Stafford vo Kupp led to
the key touchdown. sSPORTS, D11

Super Bowl LVI at SoFi Stadium.

“It's amazing.” said owner Stan Kroenke
from a postgame stage littered with erying
players and Muttering confettl.

It was more than amazing. It was breath-
taking. It was mesmerizing. It was perfect.

Requiring a winning drive in the final

moments for a third consecutive playoff
game, the Rams got it — Matthew Stafford to
Cooper Kupp, just like Magic to Kareem,
Bulldog to Scioscia, again and again and

again, pushing 78 yards downfield and ending

rmaining.

with a one-yard touchdown pass lofted by
Stafford and cradled by Kupp with 1:25 re-

Then, in the fMinal minute, reguiring one
more great play

[See Plaschke, A10]

For Rams fans, it’s a revel with a cause

Bv BRITTHNY MEJIA,
PRISCELLA VEGA.
MATTHEW ORMSETH
AND Maria L. La GaNGa

Confetti flew. Cheers filled
SoFi Stadium. And Sam Lee, a
teacher from Pacoima sporting a
Los Angeles Rams face mask and
hat with curling horns, let the
world inon a little secret.

“We finally brought it home,”
the 38-year-old fan said between
whoops of joy as he celebrated his
team’s 23-20 victory over the Cin-
cinnati Bengals in Super Bowl
LVL “Oh my God, this is a lifetime
event. It's right up there with my
marriage.

“Don't tell my wife. "

Lee didn't want to leave the
packed stadium Sunday night.
Rams fans strutted around

BRian van DER BRUG Los Angeles Times
RAMS FANS cheer during Super Bowl LVIL Until Sunday, the
L.A. version of the franchise had never won the big game.

draped in Mags bearing theirwin-
ning team’s logo. They snapped
selfies with the field in the baclk-
ground and their Rams jerseys
proudly front and center. Bengals
fans mourned, their heads in
their hands.

Fireworks exploded in the
night sky throughout Los Ange-
les, this clty in trademark full cel-
ebration mode. Because on this
night there was so0 much to cele-
brate.

Los Angeles, which is fashion-
ing itself as an intermnational
sports destination — the
Olympics are headed here in
2028, and the city's in contention
for the World Cup in 2026 —
hasn't hosted the big game since
1993. And the Los Angeles Rams
have never won the Super Bowl;
the Sf Louwis Rams were NFL

[See Rewvel, A10]

BEIJING I @ @ oLymPics

Rap mogul’s lawyer
1s fighting charges

I.ong before the Games, he
competed on TV for a shot

A reality show helped
launch bobsled career
of ex-lacrosse player
Josh Williamson.

By

oo Nar NeuyeEN

BEIJING — An Insta-
gram ad changed Josh
Williamson's life.

The Florida native didn™
have high expectations

when he clicked an a post
about a reality show search-
ingforathletes. Hewasjusta
20-year-old former Division I
lacrosse player searching for
achallenge.

“Mext Olympic Hopeful”
was ik

Five years after winning
the first season of the tele-
wvised scouting camip.,
Williamson made good on
the NBC show's catchy
name by making the U.S.
bobsled team for the Belijing

Olympics. He and fellow
bobsledder Sylvia Hoffrmar,
who was a contestant in the
second season, are the
show's lirst Olympic success
stories, and both will make
their Olympic debuts this
week.

The four-man event, in
which Williamson competes
as a brakeman in Hunter
Church's sled, begins Sat-
urday at the Yanging Na-
tional Sliding Center, and

[See Olympics, A2]

of witness tampering

By JAMES QUEALLY

In his own words,
Matihew Fletcher is a “f—
gang motherf— lawyer.”

The defense attormey’s
erass self-assessment was
captured on tape a few yvears
ago while L.A. County sher-
ifi"s investigators eaves-
dropped on one of his con-
versations. It was typical
bravado for a man who often
speaks with rapid-fire pro-
fanity and can rattle off the

turf boundaries of Comp-
ton's street gangs as easily as
another attorney might cite
sections of the penal code.

The persona has en-
deared him to clients while
aggravating prosecutors
and detectives, some of
whom say Fletcher behaves
more like a defendant than a
defense atborney.

That line has blurred
completely in a Los Angeles
courtroom where, for the
last two months, Fletcher

[See Attornes, AS]

agenda
failures
blamed

on duo

Adfrer defears on major
bills, some Democrats
fault Schumer and
Klain for trying to
appease progressives.

By ELI STOKOLS AND
JENNIFER HABEREORN

WASHIMNGTON — Forall
the ire directed by liberal ac-
tivisis at two moderate
senators who in  recent
weeks scuttled President
Biden’s most ambitious
plans, Democratic members
of Congress increasingly
cast blame on another duo
for the failures, raising ques-
tions about whether the
party can resurrect the
centerpiece of its agenda.

Some frustrated Demo-
crats say strategic blunders
by Senate Majority Leader
Charles E. Schumer (ID-
N and White House Chiefl
of Staff Ron Klain were, in
large part, to blame for Bid-
en failing to win passage of a
massive social spending and
climate plan. The men too
frequently sought to ap-
pease progressives and thelr
allied groups while antago-
nizing the moderates
needed Lo pass the legisla-
tion, known as “Bulild Back
Better,” they say.

After that bill died in De-
cember, leaving Democrats
reeling, Schumer and Klain
doubled down on the same
strategy, pivoting to a guix-
otic showdown over voting
rights that further alienated
the moderate lawmakers
they still need to revive at
least part of the spending
plan.

The two leaders played
“more to public interest
groups than the needs of the
U.S. Senate,” a Democratic
senator saild. The senator
was one of 20 Democratic
lawmakers and administra-
tion officials who were inter-
viewed for this story, most
speaking on condition of
anonymity to candidly dis-
cuss what they described as
the party's legislative mis-
steps.

Those officials said the
progressive-first strategy ul-
timately soured many
Democrats on Capitol Hill
on the ability of the White
House and Schumer to res-
cue the social spending plan
and has left them feeling
rudderless as they seek a
path to resurrect portions of
the plan in a new bill.

They described Klain
and Schumer as particularly
tight partners who speak
several times a day, share
a disinclination to delegate
responsibilities  to  stafl
and have guided the Biden
agenda in lockstep in

[ Seo Democrats, A6G]

Russia positions
more troops
outside Ukraine
Kyiv continues to
dewnplay TS, warn—
ings of a possible
invasion — perhaps as
soon as this weeaelk.
WORLD, A3
Canadian police
brealk up protest
Demonstrators ard
tow wvehicles in truck
convoy near LS. bor-
der were fighting vac—
wcine rules, WORLD, AZ

Holy guacamole!
Avocados halted
Mexico acknowledges
LLS. has suspended all
imports after a plant
safety inspector was
threatened. WORLD, A4
Weather

Sunny and warm.

L.A. Basin: 81/53. B6
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No sign

of easing
tensions

on Ukraine

Biden affirms promise to
‘swiftly and decisivel
respond if Russia atlacks

BY I's.ABELLE EKHURSHUDYAN,
HAUSLOHNER,
-R EG JAFFE

AND ROBYN DIXON

Diplomatic efforts to avert a
Russian  invasion of Ukraine
failed to ease tensions over the
weckend, as the Biden adminis-
tratinon warned that a Russian
attack could happen at any mo-
ment and promised to respond to
any ageression “swiftly and deci-
sively”

US. and Western allies are
serambling to defuse what they
q.qs-' isa ra\DidI) deteriorating sitn-
Bussia has amassed
ahmn 12 i(: D) troops and eqoip-
ment zLIum: Ukraine’s border, and
as diplomats and citizens of West.
ern countries have begun leaving
K\'lv in recent days.
nt Eltlen spoke  hy
Dhl)l]t: with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky on Sunday,
reiterating the United States’
commitment to Ukraine and that
it would respond aggressively to
any attack, the White House said,
through sanctions and other
measures to level a high cost for
Russia.

Biden spoke to Zelensky a day
after an hour-long call between

sEE UKRAINE ON Auz

Baltic reglon: Russias presence in
Belarus unnerves neighbors. Ald

How “follow

the science’

turned into a

political cry
BY Manc FISHER

Two years ago, when science
writer Faye Flam lannched a pod-
cast toexplore why so many Amer-
icans were draswn to misinforma-
tion about the coronavirus pan-
demic, she settled on a name she
figured would steer clear of poli-
tu:» “Faollow the Science”

The podcast flourished, but its
title has posed a constant dilem-
ma for Flam as the phrase “follow
the science” far from uniting
Americans, became a weapon
wielded in derision by both sides
of the national divide over how to
confront the coronavirus.

ike 50 many Anericans, wi i
Flam hears “follow the sciene
these days, she braces for a state-
ment likely to be anything but
scientific: “The phrase became
associated with safetyism and
overcantion, like people would
use it sarcastically when they saw
someone ranning through a field
wearing an N95 mask,” she said.
At the same time, "follow the
science” also became a taunt de-
ployed by vaccine and mask advo-
cates against those who spurned
such mandatory public health

SEE SCIENCE ON AL0

A Hollywood ending for the Los Angeles Rams
- ——..

MIKE SECARYRELTERS

The Los Angeles Rams’ Cooper Kupp, left, the MVP of Super Bowl LVI after hauling in the go-ahead touchdown

catch, and Matthew Stafford revel in Sunday

s 23-20 victory over the Cincinnati Bengals, Sports, D1

Fight crime

BY GRIFF WITTE,

MRk BERMAN,

Saavya Jacoss
AND HoLLY BAILEY

Ttwas the sununer of 2020,
the streets of American ¢
pulsed with demands to r.k'fund
the police. In Baltimore, the City
Council president — a young
activist turned politician, Bran-
don Scott — led the charge to cut
tens of millions of dollars from
the department’s budget, arguing

or reform policing? Both.

it was past time to “reinvest in
other arcas and reimagine what
public safety is™

Nearly two years later, Scott is
the city's mayor. But the police
budget during tenure  has
gone up, not down, in the face of
an onslaught of homicides that
shows no signs of relenting. And
Scott is adamant that the city
doesn't have to choose: It can
fight violent crime while reform-
ing law enforecment.

“This is not an either-or ap-

proach” Seott said. “Tt has to be
both-and.™

Across the country, mayors
who aligmed themselves with ra-
cial justice protests following the
murder of George Floyd by a
police officer have shifted their
emphasis to neighborhoods that
reverberate with the sound of
gunfire day and night. In major
cities, leaders — most of them
Democrats  —  are  advancing
plans to add police officers, target
high-crime areas and roll back

mayors say.

that they say have aided
als without cnhancing eq-

wity.
But they are pointedly
advocating for a return to the

not

ey ] tactics of the 1980s
and 1990s when, with crime
peaking, city leaders and other
afficials  competed over who
could do the most to burnish
no-tolerance,  lock-them-up-at-
all-costs credentials. Rather, they
are attempting a delicate balance

SEE CRIME ON A4

Canada
moves to
reopen
crossing

SIX-DAY BLOCKADE
HAS STUNTED TRADE
Protest convoy cleared
on busy bridge to Detroit

Y MiRlam BERGER,
AMANDA COLETTA,
ANNABELLE TIMSIT

AND BRVAN PIETSCIT

OTTAWA The White House
said Sunday that it expected Can-
ada to reopen a vital border
crossing afver Canadian police
cleared the blockade by the self-
styled “Freedom Convoy” which
continued to disrupt other cities
and trade routes and illegally
occupy the eountry's capital for a
third week.

The six-day elosure of the
bridge between Windsor, Ontar-
o, and Detroit — North America's
busiest land border crossing —
disrupted ULS, supply chains and
millions of dollars in trade. On
Sunday evening, Canadian police
were still preventing access vo the
Ambassador Bridge on the Cana-
dian side as several demonstra-
tors reportedly remained in the
area.

The White House issoed a
statement  Sunday  afternoon
from homeland security adviser
Liz Sherwood-Randall  saying
that “Canadian authorities in-
tend to reopen”™ the bridge S
day "after completing necessary
safety checks™

It was not clear Sunday eve-
ning when that would take place.

SEE CANADA ON Als

Brussels-bound: French convoys
camy thelr messags to the EU. ALS

Inflation

Price hikes are especially
devastating for those with
already tight budgets

BY RACHEL SIEGEL
AND ANDREW Van Dam

After 15 years, Jacqueline Rod-
riguez had almost saved enough
for a down payment on a house.
Then the pandemic hit. Rodriguez
wias laid off from her job and dug
into her savings to cover the rising
eosts of everything, including her
18-year-old son's pre-med text-
books.

If Rowdrigues had been able to
buy a house and lock in a mort-
mage, it would have helped shielkd
her from the highest inflation she
has seen in her adult life. Instead,
her landlord recently hiked her
monthly rent from 51,200 to
$1,500. After exhausting her sav-
ings, Rodriguez strugeled to pull
rogether $50to fill her car with gas
and commute o Miami Interna-
tional Airport, where she earns
#1560 an hour as 8 Wendy’s cash-
fer.

strains low-income families

AR, ASFRAMESIN FOR THE WASHIMGTON POST

the pandemlc, Jorge Nufiez was Lald off from his longtime
Job at the Chateau Marmont in Los Angeles,

Lower-income  workers  like
Rodrignez have seen some of the
fastest wage growth of the pan-
demic era. But those gains are
being ernded by the highest infla-
tion In 40 years, and Rodriguez's
paycheck doesn’t go as far as it
used to. A mother of three, Rodri-
guez has to budget $200 aweek for
child care and $200 a month for

the water bill. The pack of paper
towels she bays went from $14 to
818.

“Tt's outrageous how much ev-
erything has gone up.” Rodrigues
said. “T go to the supermarket to
‘buy chicken, and I have to make a
decision onwhat meal I'm going to
eook based on the prices. .. I'm not

SEE INFLATION ON Azo

Childhood traumas shaped
potential high court pick

‘Devastated’ by her father’s gunshot death,

Michelle Childs learned 1o push boundar

BY MICHAEL KRANISH

J. Michelle Childs had recently
meved with her mother to Colum-
bia, 5.C., in 1980 when the 14-vear-
abd got the news about her father,
who had stayed behind in vio-
lence-searmed Detroit as they fled
in search of a safer

“I received a phone call that my
father. a police officer, had died in
Detroit,” Childs recalled in the
draftofa 2018 speech. Ahandwrit-
ten notation on the
viewed by The Wasl
added the cause of death: “from
sunshot wounds.”

“I was devastated,” Childs, now
a federal judge, wrote in the draft,
which didnt offer any more de-
tails about his death — a topic she
has rarely discussed in public. She
described how it happened as she
“was looking to find my way as an
outsider in a new state with odd
laws"

A 1980 Associated Press article,
citing an account firom the Detroit

CHAFILES [HAARFRS, A SO0 TED PRESS
Judge J. Michelle Childs Is
outspoken on soclal Issues.,

police, reported that her father,
Ralph Childs, “died of a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the
chest™ Tt did not provide more
detail, other than noting he was
notamong a gronp of officers whao

had received layoff notices.
Stepping into the foreign world
of the South, she did not initially
SEE CHILDS 0N A2
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volatility
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and fallout over sanctions, A20

THE MATION

In the federal trial of
Ahmand Arberys
killers, defendants in one
of the three high-profile
2020 slayings that
sparked nationwide pro-
tests are for the time ac-
cused directly of com
mitting & crime hased on
racial animus. Az

THE WORLD

In Kyiv, women looking
tosupport the Tkradnian
military craft eame
fage cover for troops
posted in the east. An

THE ECONDMY

Meet the “Crocodile of
Wall Street™ mpper ac
cused of lanndering bil-

lions of dollars in erypto-
CUITENCY. ALG

The Help Desk explains
brow b st up a phone to

receive timely emergen-

oy alerts. A17

THE REGION
Democratic law ers
in Maryland have intro-
dueed a bill meant to
curtail th =0 by Gow.
Larry Hogan (R) of
messages that sel
destruct in 24 hours. Bl
Afghan evacmes o
dren are bonding online
over the popular vy and
Bean book series, in on-
line sessions moderated
by a D.C. preteen. B1
Rep. Elaine Lurla

(D-Va.) has accepted

S 200,000 i1 co-
tributions from corpo-
rate FACs this campaign
eycle after abandoning a
pedge not to accept
their momey. Bl

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

German Chancellor
Maf Scholz is expected
tovisit Kyiv and Moscow
over two days to meet
with Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr 7
ensky and Russian Presi-
dent WViadimir Putin.

TUESDAY

The Senate Armed Ser-
vices Committee holds a
hearing on Robert
Storch’'s nomination to
be Defense Department

inspector general. I \ g;l I } I-.‘
WEDNESDAY

A Senate Oversight

subcommittes holds a

hearing on defending
U.5. allies amid "Russian
aggression.”

THURSDAY

Jobless claims are esti-
mated at 234,000,

The ULS. Capitol
Pollce inspector general
testifles during a Howse
Administration Comn-

Capitol riot.

FRIDAY

The Supreme Court

meets for a conference.
President Harris

attends the Munich Se-

curity Conference in

Germany.

SPORTS

A golden moment
Erin Jackson's Oympic
win In the S00 maters
marked a breakthrough
for LS. speedskating and
representation, Jerry
Brewer writes. D16

STYLE

Swabs and singles

For many in the dating

b -1 scene, rapkd coronavirus

L] tests have become part of
L B new courtship rtual. C1

TN
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1954-2022
Eduardo Romero.
Un emblema_ del golf

Deportes

Eduardo "Gato” Romero, uno de los
s grandes golfistas del paisy también
funcionario pliblico en Cérdoba, murié alos

REPUDIO POR EL ATAQUE
DEUN DIRIGENTEK
A UNA EMPLEADA
politica
José Ernesto Schulman, presidente de la

Liga Argentina por los Derechos Humanos,
golpedy amenazoa una mujer porque se

AUSTRALIA, OTRA
VEZ UNIMANPARA
JOVENES ARGENTINOS
sociedad
Despuésde dos afios, pone fin a las

restricciones v suma facilidades para
estudiantes internacionales, como

67 afios, de una enfermedad terminal. Pagina 4

demordsudmnibus. Paginal3

reembolsos y permisos laborales. Pagina23
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El Gobierno lograuna fra

mayoria para aprobar
el acuerdo con el Fondo

TeENnsION. El oficialismo cree contar con 145 votos en Diputados; expectativa por la “letra chica”

El Gobierno respird aliviado tras
conocer ladecisidn de Juntos por el
Cambio de facilitar, en principio, la
sancion en el Congreso del acuerdo
que se negocia con el FML En el ofi-
cialismo creen contar con unos 145
apoyos para dar ¢l primer paso en
la Camara de Diputados, pero ad-
miten que esa mayoria pende de

un fréigil consenso, que deberd su-
perar dos desafios: el impacto que
cause el proyecto de ley que envie
el ministro de Economia, Martin
Guzmién, y el tono del discurso que
Alberto Fernandez ofrecera a la
Asamblea Legislativa, el 1* demarzo.

Laoposicionanticipdque nocon-
validard aumentos de impuestosni

aceptari ser maltratada por el Pre-
sidente en el recinto.

Para evitar riesgos. en el Gobier-
noindican que el provectodeley so-
lnincluirdel pedidode autorizacion
para acordar un nuevo programa
conel FMI, noasi la “letra chica™con
las metas fiscalesy condicionalida-
des, que ird a un anexo. Pigina g

Mavans pidid no iniciar
el debate en el Senado
Gustave Yharra

Pagina9

Macri condiciond el aval
v se siente revalorizado
Pagina 1l

Coldn no se entrego
v le saco la sonrisa a Boca

Pipa Benedetto tuvo un buen regreso a Boca y se dio el gusto de convertir; en la escena, con Sandoval, lateral de Colén

deportes

Enel debutenlaCopa de la Liga 2022, la Bombonera disfrutaba a pleno del
regreso goleador de Dario Benedetto, que habia convertido de cabeza, Peroa Boca sele
escapd la victoria en los Gltimos minutos: Beltrin, ex-River, marcd el 1-1.

MALRO ALFIERI

Narcos. CoOmo
operan las
bandas en las
areas urbanas
Organizaciones cada
vez mds complejas
planifican y ejecutan la
venta minorista. pagina 26

Advierten que hace falta mas evidencia

antes de avanzar con la cuarta dosis

covip. La necesidad o no de otro refuerzo empieza a debatirse en la Argentina

Eldebatesobre la necesidad deuna
cuarta dosis contra el Covid crece
enelmundoyla Argentinanoesla
excepcion. Mendoza anuncis que
avanzaria conunanueva aplicacion

en lapoblacidn general, perodebid
aclarar luego que aan no hay fecha,
ya que falta una directiva nacional.
Yel Ministeriode Salud de laNacidn
explicd que todavia no hay una de-

cisién tomada. Organismos inter-
nacionales y expertos locales re-
comiendan esperar a que se redna
mis evidencia sobre la respuesta
del sistema inmune, Pagina 20

Colectivos:
el ahorro
por el
raspaso
seriade 5%

suBsIDIos. El 90% de

lo que recibe el drea
metropolitana es para el
transporte bonaerense

Diego Cabot
LA NACION
La disputa por el traspaso de los
colectivos que circulan solo por
territorio portefio esconde méas
politicaque fundamentosfiscales.
Segun datos oficiales, entre
trenesy colectivosque transpor-
tan pasajeros en el drea metro-
politana necesitardn no menos
de $300,000 millones en 2022,
El traspaso de las 32 lineas a la
Jjurisdiceién portefia significard
unahorrode apenas $15.000mi-
llones. Continida en la pagina 15

EL ESCENARID
Los privilegios
de Kicillof y las

limitaciones
de Fernandez,

Claudio Jacquelin

LA NACION

Elgobiemo de Alberto Fer-
nandez suele reescribir a
cada paso las ambiguas
¥ picarescas maximas de Juan
Perdn. Si para el fundador del
movimiento “los dnicos privi-
legiados son los nifios™, para la
actual administracion nacional
el inico gran privilegiado es
Axel Kicillof, quien, aungue a
algunos pueda parecerles, ya de
infante no tiene nada. Salvo los
beneficios. Contindaenlapiginalo

Rusia desplego
més de 130.000
soldados cerca
de Ucrania

Pagina2
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PT restringe
candidatos a
governos para
priorizar Lula

QO ex-presidente tem con-
duzido acordos que privi-
legiam potenciais aliados
ao escolher quem apoiar
nos estados. O PT deve se
ater a cerca de dez candi-
datos, priorizando a con
solidaciao de palangues
comvistas & eleicdo de Lu-
la e & governabilidade. As
negociagoes nao se limi-
tama esquerda, estenden-
do-seao centrio. Politica A4

Em ano eleitoral,
13 estados dio
reajuste a servidor

Politica A6

Morre, aos 82, ]. C.

di Genio, fundador
de Objetivo e Unip

Jodo Carlos di Genio mor
reu em casa, em Sao Pau-
lo, decausasnanuals For-
mado em medicina, fun-
dou em 1971, com profes-

sores e colegas da USE co-
mo Drauzio Varella, o Ob-
jetivo, que em 1972 passou
a incluir as faculdades da
atual Unip. cotidiane B4

ENTREVISTA DA 22
Daniel Zonshine
Comunismo e
nazismo nido sdo
comparaveis

0 embaixador de Israel
no Brasil rejeita a equipa-
ragao entre Nnazismo e co-
munismo feita por politi-
cos apds a falado podeas-
ter Monark. “Comunismo
nao chamou para o assas-

sinato de pos de pesso-
ase pupu%luéea diz. ar0

A pandemia em 13.fev

Dadaos das 20k

POPULACAD VACINADA
Mo Brasil

AQ MENas uMma dase
(nen drzavaasey 80,9%
1° cicho vacinal camplets
(dose Grica ou 2 dose) ?1‘0 Yo
Dose de reforge 26,1%
Mos estados
Aomencs  1Pccle  Dosede
uma dese  complet refergo
sp B97®  TEON  39.3%
Pl BB5% ISR 20,9%

MG 80.8% 74 2% 26,8%

ESTAGIO DA DOENGA

Obitos
Midia movel EmIdh
: 35
880" 0% .
LR
Casos L 27,6 %~ (aceleraca)

“Variagio am relagha a 14 dias

ATMOSFERA

530 Paulo hoje
31 _/\-hq..
o i

Fomte: www climatesnpo.com. br
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ABANDONO MARCA FERROVIA DO TREM DA MORTE

A iconica ferrovia, por onde o Trem da Morte percorria 1.272 quildmetros de Bauru (SP) a
Bolivia, ndo leva mais passageiros e esta com wvarias estagdes tomadas pelo lixo cotidiano Ba

Hustrada C1

Triste, louca ou ma

MNovos romances, como ‘Aglcar Queimado’ e ‘A
Pediatra, liberam protagonistas da moralidade

Mpme Alé6

Apods guinada do
Facebook, empresas
passam a investir
em metaversos

Esporte B7
Corinthians bate
Grémio poer1a 0 nos
acréscimos e vence
Supercopa feminina

Ronaldo Lemos
Telegram cumpre
lei s0 na Europa
Atrendendoa pedido dogo-
verno alemio, o Telegram
blogqueou 64 canais de ex-
tremistas. Aqui, o aplicati-
vo descumpre o

STEF. Brasil e Alemanha po-
deriam cooperar para agir
sobre plataformas globais
(UE S€ recusam a cumprir
leis locais. Folhainvest Ala

R% 5,00

Bomba fiscal
no Congresso

pode superar
R$ 230 bi

Medidas de apelo popular propostas
por parlamentares geram queda na
arrecadacao e elevam custos federais

Medidas de apelo popular,
neste ano em que o presi-
dente Jair Bolsonaro (PL)
busca a reeleicio, podem
criar uma bomba fiscal de
mais de B$ 230 bilhdes.

A PEC dos Combustiveis,
que teve uma de suas ver
stes batizada de kamika-
ze pelo time econdomico do
governo, significa impacto
potencial de R$ 100 bilhoes.

Aumenta essa conta wwm
projeto gue autoriza a am-
pla renegociacio de divi-
das tributirias de médias
e grandes empresas, inclu-
sive as que lucraram mais
durante a pandemia. Cal-
culos do governo apontam
parauma possivel perda de
RS g2 bilhdes s em 2022,

Mo Senado, uma das pres-
sbes ¢ pela correcdo da ta-
bela do Imposto de Renda
da Pessoa Fisica. Proposta
do senador Angelo Coro-
nel (PSD-BA) eleva a faixa
de isencao de R$ 1.903,08a
R$ 3.300 mensais, O que cus-
taria cerca de R$ 35 bilhoes.

Hiainda projeto deleido
MDE que institui um repas-
se federal parabancar a gra-
tuidade de idosos nos oni-
bus urbanos, a um custo que
pode chegar a R$ 5 bilhodes.

O Ministério da Economia
se preocupa também com o
risco de a concessiio de re-
ajustes para policiais defla-
grar uma pressao generali-
zada por aumentos ao fun-
cionalismo. Mercado A11

Fundos de pensido pedem prazo
a Uniao para cobrir déficits

Apesar dos resultado negativos em 2020 e 2021, entida-
des de estatais, como Postalis (Correios), Petros (Petro-
bras) e Funcef (Caixa), descartam cobranga extra. Diri-
gentes (UEreIn Lempo para acertar as contas, Mercado A1z

Dica para viajantes
é comprar délar
aos poucos

Folhalnvest A14

Governo cancela
ida de secretdrio de
Cultura a Rissia
A Secreraria Especial de
Cultura cancelou a via-
gem de Mario Frias & Riis-
s;.a agos divulga ]:jéodc

e RS 39 mil em ida a
Nova York. Ele integraria
a comitiva do presidente
Jair Bolsonaro (PL), que
deve deixar o Brasil nesta
segunda-feira. Nustradacz

Rab Cauv/Gatty bmages /AFP

TV ABERTA TRANSMITE SUPER BOWL E SEU TRADICIONAL SHOW APOS 20 ANOS

Da esq ?ara a dir,, os musicos so Cent, Eminem, Dr. Dre, Mary ). Blige e Snoop Dogg se apresentam no intervalo do Super
Bowl, a final do campeonato da NFL, liga de futebol americano, no SoFi Stadium, em Inglewood, na Califérnia

BC libera hoje
consultar dinheiro
deixado em banco

Folhalnvest A15

Dados sobre
vacinacio infantil
tém atraso e falhas
Dificuldades de municipi-
os em cadastrar dadosim-
pedem ter a dimensao re-
al da imunizacao. do
0 Ministério da Saide, 287
cidades de 21 estados nao
teriam comegado a cam-
panha, mas 13 destes di-
zem gue todos seus nuni-
cipios javacinam. sadide B1

Banho de mar acessivel

cresce nas praias do pais
Cadeiras anfibias para que
pessoas com deficiéncia
ou com mobilidade redu-
zida entrem no mar estao
sendo usadas em 15 esta-
dosbrasileiros. cotidianc B4

EDITORIAIS A2

Voo cancelado

Sobre fiasco da concessao
do aeroporto do Galeao.
Escola sem tabu

Acerca de ofensiva contra
mengioa género em sala.
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Pinchazo niimero tres protege a las personas ante la variante émicron

Sin tercera dosis se corre riesgo
de un nuevo pico de infecciones

Unas 1,5 millones de personas que estan en condiciones de recibir el refuerzo no lo estan
haciendo. El proceso de inmunizacion de la poblacion avanza a un ritmo muy lento.

PAGINA 2

Seis proyectos estan en carpeta RAL CARETE

EI EEN tiene en agenda
licitar obras por USD
1.093 millones via APP

PAGINA 10

Proyecta el 7% para este afio
Fitch estima que la
inflacion seguira
sobre el tope del BCP

PAGINA 11

Agua, recoleccion de basura y salud
Crece inversion privada
en San Bernardino, pero ot & Wit <7 <~ TN
10 kos Servicios PABNCOS | | tiiones even roemas o moviero tes sck s urents oot ehanas

PAGINA 18

Fiscala general presentd los logros durante su gestion Rencillas no son buenas y no pronostican “abrazo republicano”

Legisladores oficialistas se reiinen | Analistas: Internas en ANR son duras
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JEUX OLYMPIQUES

QUENTIN FILLON MAILLET,
LE BIATHLETE AUX QUATRE
MEDAILLES pace1s

LE FIGARO SANTE
TROUBLE BIPOLAIRE: .

UNE MALADIE QUI TARDE A ETRE
DIAGNOSTIQUEE pacesu A4

QUINZE

INNOVATIONS
QUI CHANGENT
LE VIGNOBLE

LIBYE

Deux premiers
ministres se font
face a Tripoli races

PRESIDENTIELLE
A Montpellier,
Melenchon promet
une <« percee
politique » rac

RUGBY

Le XV de France
peut bomber

le torse pase

ARCHITECTURE
Triangle,

le debat sans fin

des tours a Paris
PAGES 32 ET 33

« PSG-Real,
bien plus

qu'un match

= Daech
renait-il en Irak
et en Syrie?

- Un entretien
avec Caroline
Eliacheff

= Un appel de
vingt senateurs
LR pour une
suspension du
passe vaccinal

« La chronigue
de Nicolas
Baverez

= La tribune

de Jean-Marie
Le Méné

CHAMPS

Réponses a la question
de samedi :

Approuvez-vous le projet
dinstallation de 50 parcs
éoliens en mer dici a 20507

NON

67 %
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 105605
Votez aujourdhui

oulL
33%

s SUT lefigarofr
——

Six Naticns : apres

— le succés contre rlande,
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— croyez-vous a un Grand

Chelem du XV de France?
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Ukraine: peut-on arréter
I'engrenage de la guerre?

Hermétique aux pressions occidentales, Poutine a renforcé son dispositif aux portes du pays
alors que ’Administration Biden met en garde contre une offensive russe, qu’elle juge imminente.

Les Russes pourrajent attaquer
I"'Ukraine «d tout moment =,
ont répété dimanche de hauts
responsables américains, au
lendemain d'une conversa

tion téléphonique entre Joe
Biden et Viadimir Poutine qui
ne leur a pas donne de «motif

doptimisme». Le maitre du
Kremlin reste en effet insensi
ble aux efforts diplomatiques

des Occidentaux. Moscou a
méme  poursuivi  Pescalade
militaire aux frontiéres de

I"'Ukraine, amassant davanta-
ge de troupes et d'équipe-

ments. A Klev, la population
s'efforce de ne pas céder i la
panique alors que de nom
breux expatriés fuient le pays
a 'appel de leurs ambassades
face au risque d'une guerre,
Méme si I'Elysée reste pru-
dent, le conseiller américain a

Les électeurs de droite sont convoités

aussi bien par Valérie Pécresse et Eric Zemmour qu'Emmanuel

la sécurité nationale, Jake Sul
livan, juge guune ocifensive
russe est une « possibilité trés,
trés réelle ». L'invasion pour
rait, selon lui, commencer
avant la fin des Jeux olympi
ques par «des bombardements
aériens et des tirs de missiles »,

< A KIEV, LA POPULATIC
RESISTE A L.IPAH[QUEL!'.ALGHE
LES RUMEURS DE GUERRE

» LA MEDIATION INCERTAINE
D'OLAF SCHOLZ POUR
DESAMORCER LE CONFLIT

< EN GEORGIE, L'TMPOSSIELE
DIALOGUE AVEC LA RUSSIE
PAGES2ET 4

acron. Clest

ce gue montre notre sondage lfop pour LCI et Le Figaro sur les Francais qui avaient voté pour Francois Fillon en 2017.
C’est aussi ce que la candidate LR avait en téte ce dimanche pour son premier grand meeting au Zénith. PAGES 6 ETT

E EDITOR_[AL par Etienne de Montety edermnontetyElefigarofr
La priére assassinée

e 26 julllet 2016, le pere Jacques
Hamel, 85 ans, etait assassingé par
deux jeunes terroristes se prevalant
e Daech, dans son église de Saint
‘tienne-du-Rouvray (Seine-Ma-
ritime). A l'issue de la messe qu'il venait de
celéhrer, cet homme de priére et de paix
s'écroulait sous les coups du fanatisme isla
miste. Ses bourreaux furent aussithr abattus
par les forces de |'ordre.,

Quel sens donner au procés d'assises qul
s'ouvre aujourd’hui a Paris pour juger les
complices présumes 7 La famille, les proches
du peére Hamel, I'archevéque de Rouen veu
lent saisir I'occasion, a travers les témoigna
ges et ce que révele 'enquéte, de mieux
connalitre et de témodgner de la personnalité
du prétre, Ses dernieres paroles {« Va-ten,
Satan!») sont d'une grande dme qul voyant
le Malin i I'ceuvre dans ce geste abominable
nomme son assassin, et le dissocie de celui
qui en st 'instrument. Elles sont probable
ment d'un saint : sa béatification est en cours
el I'église de Saint- Etienne-du-Rouvray est
devenue un licu de pelerinage.

En pleine cohérence avec la vie offerte du
pére Hamel, sa sceur s'est d'ailleurs engagée
sur un chemin d'apaisement en allant & la

rencontre de la famille d*un des deux terro-
ristes. C'est une attitude trés belle, et sire-
ment un exemple pour notre époque tentée
par la vindicte perpétuelle.

Ce procés a aussi pour objet de faire la lamié-
resur le dérould d'un Svénement qui dépasse
le cadre d'une bourgade, et de ses protago

nistes : il s"agira d"étudier le dispositil ant

i terroriste, il était

Ses dernleres en cours de redé
paroles sont plolement  aprés
I"attentat du

probablement 14 juitket & Nice,
d'un saint de remonter la

chaine du rensei
gnement, d'interroger le fonctionnement de
Ia justice {I'un des deux agresseurs était sous
contrdle judiclaire). Des fallles seront peut
etre décelées.
Mais, au coeur de 'audience, il v aura surtout
celle question grave qui fraverse nolre socié
té car elle porte sur les raisons de vivree et de
mourir de nos contemporains : avec quels ar
puments un donneur d'ordre agissant depuis
Ragga a-t-il réussi a intoxiquer l'esprit de
jeunes Francals, au point de les convaincre
de quitter leur quotidien, leur confort et leurs
amis pour se transformer en fous d’Allah ? m

MR 2504 TUN I BO0DT  IS5H 01625852

BR 03-92 BLACK MATTE

Assassinat du
pére Hamel :
les complices
des tueurs
devant

les assises

Le 26 juiller 2016, en pleine
messe, deux terroristes isla-
mistes de 19 ans, dont I'un,
sous controle judiciaire, porte
un bracelet électronique, &gor
gent le pere Jacques Hamel et
poignardent un paroissien. s
seront abattus par la police. Ce
lundi, leurs complices présu
més comparaissent devant la
cour d'assises  spécialement
composie, a Paris. A Rome se
Joue un procés d'un autre or
dire s celui de la béatification du
pritre. PAGE 8 ET LEDITORIAL
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Damning race report reveals vast
inequalities across health service

Exclusive Call for radical
action after review finds
gross failings in the NHS

Andrew Gregory
Health editor

Radical action is urgently needed
to tackle “overwhelming” minor-
ity ethnic health inequalities in the
NHS, leading experts have said, after
a damning study found the “vast”
and “widespread™ inequity in every
aspect of healthcare it reviewed was

‘Leave now’
-western
diplomats
flee Kyiv

Shaun Walker
Kyiv

Dozens of western diplomats in Kyiv
were packing their bags and preparing
to leave the city last night as many
countries issued a clear warning to
all citizens still inside Ukraine: get
out noW.

Six months after western decision
makers were taken by surprise by the
speed with which Kabul fell to the
Taliban, politicians in many countries
are taking extra precautions over a
potential Russian assault that has not
vet begun. Governments of 39 coun-
tries have warned against travel to
Ukraine, according to a count by the
Ukrainian news site Novoe Vremya.

Many have also warned that if
people do not leave now, they may
find it impossible to escape, amid
rumours Ukrainian airspace could be
closed in the coming days, The US,
which has briefed that a full-blown

Russian assault on Ukraine oe
could be imminent, has A A Ukrainian ci

5400_u1165

harming the health of millions of

patients.

Racism, racial discrimination,
barriers to accessing healthcare and
woeful ethnieity data collection
have “negatively impacted” the
health of black, Asian and minority
ethnic people in England for years,
according to the review, commis-
sioned by the NHS Race and Health
Observatory, which reveals the true
scale of health inequalities faced by
ethnic minorities for the first time.

“Ethnic inequalities in health
outcomes are E‘Vid&‘]'ll at E‘\.'&‘L')' !ilél‘c"P
throughout the life course, from
birth to death,” says the review,

the largest of its kind. Yet despite
“clear”, “convincing” and *persis-
tent” evidence that ethnic minorities
arebeing failed, and repeated pledges
ofaction, no “significant change” has
vet been made in the WHS, it adds.

The 166-page repart, seen by the
Guardian, is due to be published in
full this week.

From mental health to maternity
care, the sweeping review led by the
University of Manchester paints a
devastating picture of a healthcare
system still failing minority ethnic
patientsdespite concerns previously
raised about the harm being caused.

"By drawingtogether theevidence,

‘Inequalities are
evident at every stage

from birth to death’

The findings in the 166-page
NHS race and health review

and plugging the gaps where we
find them, we have made a clear
and overwhelming case for radical
action on race inequity in our health-
care system,” said Habib Naqgvi, the
director of the NHS Race and Health
Observatory, an independent body

established by the NHS in 2020 to
investigate health inequalities in
England.

The Covid pandemic has taken
a disproportionate toll on ethnic
minorities, prompting fresh ques-
tions about inequalities that
permeate the practice of medicine,
The observatory ordered the review
last year to synthesise the evidence,
translate it into “actionable policy®
and “challenge leaders to act™.

MNaqvi said: “This report isthe first
ofits kind to analyse the overwhelm-
ing evidence of ethnic

health inequality through °e

the lens of racism.”
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