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he U.S. trade deficit

increased 27% last year
o an all-time high of $859.1
billi f

5 ring
strength of the nation’s econ-
omy and its continued hefty
dependence on imports from
China and other countries. Al
* Americans took On more
new debt in 2021 than in
any year since hefore the
2008 financial crisis. A3

#+ SoftBank CEO Son is

ing salesmian for an initial
public offering of Arm after
a deal to sell the chip de-
slgner to Nvidia fell apart. A1

OAj'ndaedimnissedpm of
the criminal case against an
ex-Boeing pilot accused of
misle; regulators abaout
fau.lty software that played
icant role in two
daﬁdb' 737 MAX crashes. Bl
stocks rose, with
lhe S&P 500, Nasdag and
Dow gaining 0.8% 1.3% and
1.1%, respectively. B11
# Ford and GM are clamp-
ing down on dealerships
that are trying to charge
more than the sticker price
amid a shortage of cars. Bl

ment and is hunting for

deals to bolster its pipeline
of experimental products. Bl
+ BP sought to reassure in-
vestors that declining oil-and-

Vaccine Protests in Canada Bring Traffic at Border to a Halt

EIDELINED- Protesters against Canada’s vaccine mandates blocked traffic coming frurn the WS, Tuesday at the Arnbassa
dor Bridge crossing between Detroit and Windsor, Ontario. The

ige partially

d for travel into the U.S. A8

Trade Gap
Grew 27%
To Record
Last Year

U.S.s overall imports
far outpaced exports,
as deficit with China

rose to $355.3 billion

By ¥Yura Havasml
Ann AntHowNY DEBARROS

WASHINGTON—The 5.
rade deficit increased 27% last
wvear to an all-time high of
$859.1 billion, underscoring the
strength of the nation’s econ-
omy and its continued hefty
dependence on imports from
China and other countries.

The 2021 trade deficit in
goods and services well ex-
ceeded the previous record of
£763.53 billion in 20046, the
Commerce Department said
Tuesday. Annual trade-balance
records, which aren't inflation-
adjusted, date to 1960

The trade deficit—with
China specifically—grew 14.5%
for the full year to $355.3 bil-
lion, reversing the decline that

n-President Do

Peloton CEO to Step Down, &zt

Company to Cut 2,800 Jobs

Activist investor says
moves aren’'t enough,
blasts management;
shares rebound 25%

By Cana LoMBARDD

won't cripple
eamings

of the decade as it pivots to
lower-carbon imvestments. B3
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* MeConmell eriticized the
RNC's censure of two GOP
Iawmakers who sit on the
House panel investigating the
attack on the U.S. Capitol,
saying Cheney and Kinzinger
shouldn’t be singled out for
holding differing views from
the majority of the party. A4
# The Justice Department
said it seized over $3.6 bil-
lion worth ofdlglta] cur-

trying

response to Russia’s buildup
along its borders as France's
Macron shuttled from Moscow
o Kyiv in a bid to ease tensions
and avert a conflict. Al, AS

- legisla-
tion to keep the government
i d-March,

to reach a global agreement

admitting wrongdoing. AT
#+ Israel is rushing to prop
the Palestinian

talks

Bank leaders, mahlclm stem
Hamas's growing influence and
keep a lid on viokent unrest. A7
#+ New data on U.S. births

that the Cowid-19 pan-
demic has led to a smaller-
than-expected “baby AR

IVRLONN

© 2022 Dow Jares & Compiny, e
Rl Rahes Resoned

Peloton Interactive Inc. is
replacing its chief executive
and cutting about 2,800 jobs
after a slowdown in demand
caused the once-hot bike
maker’s value to plummet.

Co-founder John Foley, who
has led Peloton for its entire
10-year existence, is stepping
down as CED and will become

executive chairman. Barry
MeCarthy, the former chief fi-
nancial officer of Spotify Tech-
nology SA and Metflix Inc., will
become CEO and president
and join Peloton’s board.

The New York company
lowered its revenue forecasts
and said it would cut roughly
20% of its corporate positions
to help cope with widening
losses. The cuts won't affect
Peloton’s instructor roster or
content.

Peloton shares jumped 25%
to close Tuesday at $37.27 af-
ter the company confirmed
The Wall Street Journal's ear-
lier report on the leadership

moves and other changes.

A little over two weeks ago,
activist investor Blackwells
Capital LLC called for Peloton
to fire Mr. Foley and explore a
sale of the company, which the
Journal has reported is at-
tracting potential suitors in-
cluding Ama: Lcom Inc.

Elackwells reiterated its call
Tuesday, saying Mr. Foley
should leave the company en-
tirely rather than become ex-
ecutive chairman. Elackwells
also released a 65-page pre
sentation in which it esti-
mated a sale could value Pelo-
ton above $65 a share.

“We are open to exploring

and purchase targets. Last
Please turn fo page A2

Annual U.S. trade deficit,
goods and services

£800 bilicn
any opportunity that cowld
ecreate value for Peloton share-
holders,” Mr. Foley said in an
interview with The Wall Street
Journal prior to Blackwells's
Tuesday release. Mr, Foley, a
former Barnes & Noble Inc. ex-
ecutive who co-founded Pelo-
ton 10 years ago, declined to
comment further.

Any deal would likely re-
quire Mr. Foley’s support, as
he and other insiders have

FPlease rurn ro page A6

* Mew CEQ Barry McCarthy is
former tech executive ... A6

# Heard on the Stroet: Peloton
thriller keeps eveling. ... B12

# LS. household debt rose by
1 trillion in 2021 AZ
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WWith 12 nominations,
‘The Power of the Dog’
leads the Oscar

v,

SPORTS
Gold medal for skier
Eileen Gu spurs
questions about her

Ukraine’s Zelensky Tries
To Navigate Russia His Way

President is keen to avoid being big-footed by Western powers

By James Magson aND VIVIAN SALAMA

vaded portions of the country in 2014,

EYTV, Ukraine—With Russian military
forces gathering on three sides of Ukraine
last month, advisers to President Volodymyr
Zelensky urged a low-key response. His top
national security adviser, in a cellphone call,
counseled him with two words: “Olympian

calm.”

The following day, Mr. Zelensky addressed
the nation on television and said the threat

This is the tack chosen by Mr. Zelensky, a
dd-year-old ex-comic with no political expe-
rience prior to his election, in his bid to fend
off both Russian aggression as well as the
American response it has kicked off. Caught
between two powers increasingly at odds
with each other, Mr. Zelensky is adamant he
can prevent an invasion on his terms. The
guestion hovering over his jittery nation is

Please turn fopage A9

pack. a1o citizenship status. a13 of war was no greater than any other time
since Russian President Viadimir Putin in- #* Ukraine preps for drills as Macron visits..... A8
Billionaire || SoftBank Plans IPO

Investor Has
Secret Cause

Carl leahn presses
MeDwonald’s over

treatment of pigs

By Cara LOMBARDD

Carl Icahmn, the billionaire
investor known for his relent-
less campaigns against CEOs
and rivals, has a secret cause
that he has pursued for a de-
cade.

In 2012, McDonald's Corp.
pledged to stop buving pork
for its Bacon McDouble
cheeseburgers, McRib sand-
wiches and the like by 2022
from producers who use small
crates to constrain pregnant
swine, Left unmentioned was
that Mr. Icahn had pushed for
the change behind the scenes.

A decade on, Mr. Icahn has
concluded the original promise
was hogwash. MeDonalds now

Please turn fo page A9

After Chip Deal Folds

By Mecunr Funkawa
Anp PETER LANDERS

TOKYO—After a deal that
could have been worth $80
bhillion to his company fell
apart, SoftBank Group Corp.
Chief Executive Masayoshi Son
is playing salesman for Plan
B—an initial public offering of
chip designer Arm.

Mr. Son sounded as if he
were on a roadshow for inves-
tors at a news conference in
Tokyo on Tuesday. He said Arm
is entering a “golden period® of
high demand for the chips it
helps create in smartphones.
electric wehicles and computer-
server farms operated by the
likes of Amazon.com Inc.

The pitch came hours after
the Japanese investment and
technology conglomerate said
it was abhandoning plans to sell
Arm to Nvidia Corp.—in what
would have been the largest
semiconductor deal on re-
cord—hecause antitrust con-
cerns stood in the way.

Mr. Son said he was sur-
prised to see the backlash not
only from U.S, regulators who
sued to block the deal in De-
cember but also big tech com-
panies that rely on Arm®s chip
designs.

“We saw strong opposition
because Arm is one of the
most important and essential
mmp:mlcs that most compa-
nies in the IT industry or in
Silicon Walley rely on, either
directly or indirectly,” he said.

SoftBank paid $32 bil n
it acguired the UK.-
based chip business in 2016,
Mr. Son said the sale to Nvidia.
under which SoftBank would
have received both cash and
Mwidia shares, could have been
worth $80 billion becauase of a
rise in Nvidia’s share price.

SoftBank now plans to pur-
sue a public listing of Arm by
March 20232, Arm shares will

Flease turn to page A7

# Heard on the Street: SoftBank
needs to slim down........ B12
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Commanding a price

Power of the trademark for former
Redskins — BrRoOKE MASTERS, PAGE 19

Arm wrestle
Listing looms
as sale falls

SoftBank is hopling to list Arm Holdings
im New YVork following the collapse of its
$66bn sale of the UK-based chipmaker
to California-based Mvidia.

what would have been the largest
ever deal in the chip sector fell through
after regulators raised concerns over the
combined group’s monopoly on creating
the tech inside most mobile phones. The
London Stock Exchange will try towres-
tleany lucrative hsting from its/US rival.

The collapse of the cash-and-stock
transaction rebbed Japans SoftBank of a
windfall from a boom in Mvidia' stock
price. The deal was worth about $40bn
when announced in September 2020
Tt rose as Mvidia's shares ook off.
Mews & amalysis page 8
Lex page 20

— Saie of Arm fo Nuidis
od with deal
40bn

Big shot
The race for the ‘super jab’ to avert
new pandemics —BIG READ, PAGE 17
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Scandal at Bild

Inside Axel Springer's #MeToo

moment —FT INVESTIGATION,

EU unveils €43bn chip plants drive
after pandemic’s lessons on supply

& Brusse

ANDY BOUMDE AND
JAVIER ESPINODS A — BEUSSELS
PEGGY HOLLINGER — LOMDOM

Europs has followed the US in setting
out plans fora massive Increase in semi-
conductor manufacturing, as Brussels
attempts to secure supplies of the chips
that drive the global econonmmy.
Unvelllng a €43bn byvestment plan,
the European Commission said it
wanted to use state ald to promote
research and production of higher tech-
nobogy chips used in compsters, smart-
phones, vehicles and other products.
The corenavinus pandemic had “pain-
fully exposed the valnerability™ of
Europe's supply chains”, sabd Ursula womn
der Leyen, the commission president.
The Chips Actaims todoublethe EU'S
share of the semlconductor market

Jobs revival falls to boost
fortunes of stifled Spain

More than a third of jobs created In
i sudeani |ast year weie in Spain,
as tha courry that has siruggled with
unemployment for decades daws Its
wary back to healh after the pancemic.
But dispite e IMDIOVEHENnt, output s
aboat & per cent behind 2019 levals a5
tourtsm and domestic demand falter,
witille waged lag behind inflation. Now
economists ask whether Spain can
sustaln wage grawth whike the jobiless
rate svan raw ks twico the EL average.
Labour market Booms - FASE 1

s follows LIS

ffrom 10 ta 20 per cemt by 20340, requir-
{img the quadnapling of production.

The EU s foll owing plans by the Biden
administration for a $52bn chips act to
subsldise semiconductor manufactur-
ling. Other governments are also trylng
to improve supply chains.

Under the Eurcpean plan, Brussels
and natbomal governments would spend
€11bn to build three pilot facilities for
any company touse. Member states and
businesses were expected to inwest a
further €32bn by 2050,

Thierry Breton, the French industry
commissioner, has persuaded colleag-
ues to adapt EU state akd mules to allow
bz subsbdes for cutting- edgs factarbes.

The legislation woukd require compa-
mies receiving subsidies to prioritise
European customers n times of supply

STEPANIA PALMA — WASHINGTON
HANMAH MURPHY — SAN FRANCIS00

The US Department of Justice has
arrested a marted couple and confis
cated more than $3.6bn in cryptocar-
rency it sabd was stolen during the 2006
hack of the Bitfinex exchange., in its
bigszest fimancial seloure ever:

Kew York-based llya Lichtenstedn, 34,
and his wife Fleather Morgan, 31, were
arrested yesterday and accused of con-
apiring to launder proceeds of 119,754
Ibitcoin valued at $4.5bn, US prosecutors
said, The cryptocurrency was allegedhy
stoben when Hong Kong-based Bitfinex
encchinnge was breached.

The justice department’s move comes
as Us authorities have vowed to crack
duwn on criminal use of digital inkens
and marks one of the most significant
actions since the Doj poured more

lead & State aid for

pilot factories

shartage. The EU conld also widen the
measure to all businesses if the Us or
ather countrbes apphed such controls.

US chipmaker Intel plans to invest
€20bn to bulld two chip fabrication
plants, known as fabs, that are expected
tobe inGermany.

It also plans support services such as

chaging and research facllities, which
would require further investment.
France, Itaby and the Metherlands are in
the running for those plants.

Digital Burope, which represents
technology companies, sald It was
“undear” whether all the money for the
EW plans would be forthcoming,

Cecllia Bonefeld-Dahl, divectar-
general, sald: “The EU attracted just
3 per cent of global investment for chip
Factories In 2020 and a lot of work Is

TESOUTces Into cryptocurrency enforce-
ment. “Today's arrests, and the depart-
ment’s largest financial selzure ever,
show that cryptocurrency s not a safe
havven for criminals,” sabd Lisa Monaco,
deputy attorney-general,

US authorities alleged that the Bit-
finex hacker lsunched mare than 2,000
unauthorised transactions sending bit-
coin stalen from the exchangs to a dig-
ital wallet controlled by Lichtenstein,

The Doj alleged that some of the sto-
len tokens were then transferved to
accownts controlled by the couple viaa
“complicated money laundering proc.
55" More thamn 94,000 bitcoln allegedly
remaled in the wallet.

Authorities said the amount of bitooin
stolen was valued at §70mn at the time
of the hack, but had since risen to more
than &4.5bn.

Bitfinex said it was “plessed” the Do]

‘The commission

alms to promote

research and
uction

of higher

tec hnology

chips used in

computers,

smartphomnes

and vehicles

US arrests couple and seizes $3.6bnin
cryptocurrency from Bitfinex hack

& Nations and business to contribute

tieeded o push this figure upwards”

some EU countries fear that bgger
states will outbld them for chip
Investment.

One EU diplomat warned that the
Inwvestment push could start a “race to
the bottom", with pressure to permit
simdlarald inother industries.

Ackmow] Concerns over & “sub-
sidy race”, Margrethe Vestager, the EU
competition commissioner, sald the
semloonductor Industry was a speckal
case. A “rarely used™ procedurs in the
BU's founding treaty could create a
“bespokeapproach” for new plants, she

d

said.

Big sembconductor plants have hoge
price tags and “would not exist in
Burape if we did not de something”,
Westager sald.

head recovered a “skanificant portien” of
the bitcoln stolen durkng the kack and
that it would continue to co-operate
“extensively” with the sgency.

Wwhen asked by a virtual currency
exchange about the source of his fands,
Lichtenstein resporded in anemall that
he was a “tech entreprenear and [bit-
ooin] early adopter since acquiring my
first [bitcoin] In 20117, according to
court documents filed by the Intermal
Revenue Service, which participated in
the probe alongside the FRI and Home-
land Security Tvestig tions.

The couple have been charged with
conspiracy to commit money Bunder-
ing. which carries a maximum punish-
ment.of 20 years in prison, and conspir-
acy todefrand the Us, which has a maxi-
mumsentence of five years in prison.

Lichtenstein and Morgan could not
imumesdiately be rescled for comesent.
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Briefin

= Macron says he has Patin assurances
The French president has said he has obtained
assurances from his Rassian counterpart that there
wotdld be no “escalation” of the Ukradbe crisis, as be
‘went to meet Volodymyr Zelensky in Kyivi— rPace 2

» BP hits out at tax calls after profits soar
Chief executive Bernand Looney has hit back at calls
fior a windfall tax after the oil group recorded tta
higghest profit in eight years, warning & would deter
imrvestment and delay UK net zero pledges.— race s

= White House bid to dilute EU tech law
The Eden adminkstration has lobbied key Brussels
powerbroler Andreas Schwab in an effort to water
down the impact of regulations aimed at curbing
the market power of Blg Tech compankes.— PASE &

= Thiel exits Meta to focus on politics
Billonaire tech investor Peter
Thiel, sillicon Valley's most
prominent supporter of former
president Donald Trump, has
sald be will not seek re-election
to the board.— Pase &

= Orban spending spree as elections near
Hungary's conservative government has paid aut

the country’s largest-ever pension bonus and ghven
Farmidlies big tax rebates. Most polls show the prime
minister's Fidese party only slightly ahead.— racs 2

= BNP Paribas lilts investor payoul pledge
The French lender has mised profit tangets and
vowed to boost shareholder retums as it pursises a
plan to balster its imvestment bank and exploit the
CODTHIMIC NECOVETY.— PAGE 131 LEX. PAGE 30

= France's goods trade deficit widens

Paris has recorded a 31 per cent rise in the deficit as
it rebounded stronghy from the pandemic. Pinance
minister Bruno Le Maire sabd the data highbighted
an “industrial weakening” over 30 years— Pase ¢

Datawatch
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partly cloudy with
SJDOW‘S in places late, low 38, To-
morrow, breezy, cloudy, mild, high
5. Weather map is on Page AZ0.
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Party Censures
Earn a Rebuke
By McConnell

Leader Calls Jan. 6 a
‘Violent Insurrection’

By JONMATHAN WEISMAN
and ANNIE KARNI

WASHINGTON —  Senator
Mitch McConnell, the minority
leader, pushed back hard on Tues-
day against the Republican Par-
ty's censure of Representalives
Liz Cheney and Adam Kinzinger
and itscharacterization of the Jan.
6 riot as “legitimate political dis-
course,” saying the riotwas a " vio-
lent insurrection.”

The remarks from M MeCon-
nell, the normally taciturn Hen-
tucky Republican, added to a
small but forceful chorus of G.O.P.
lawmakers who have decried the
action that the Republican MNa-
tional Committee took on Friday,
when it officially  rebuked Ms.
Cheney and Mr. Kinzinger for par-
cipating in the House investiga-
tion of the Jan, 6 attack, accusing
them ol “persecution of ordinary
citizens engaged in legitimate po-
litical discourse.”

Mr. MeConnell repudiated that
description, saving of the events
of Jan. 6, 2021: “We saw it happen.
It was a viclent insurrection for
the purpose of trying to prevent
the peaceful transfer of power af-
ter a legitimately certified elec-
tion, from one administravion to
the next. Thats what it was™

He made the remarks to report-
ers outside Senate Republicans®
closed-door weekly lunch, where
his aides had signaled in advance
that he was to make an important
statement on the FLN.C's actbon.

Mr. McConnell's comments
were a rebuke of how far the party
has gone to deny the reality of the
wiolence that unfolded during the
bloody assault on the Capitol,
sending  lawmakers from both
parties running for safety. More
than 150 people were injured in
the attack, which led to seweral
deaths, and nearly 750 individuals
have been criminally charged in
connection with it.

In the days since the Republi-
can Marional Committee passed
the resolution at its winter meet-
ing in Salt Lake City, a handful of
Republicans have criticized the

Continuwed on Poge AT
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Senator Mitch McConnell, the
minority leader, on Tuesday.
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A Ukrainian marine at the front on Tuesday, Western leaders have resisted the Kremlin's demand for an expanded sphere ofinfluence.

Hochul to Join
Move to Relax
Mask Decrees

This article is by Lisa Lerer, Luis
Ferré-Sadurni and Astewsd W. Hern-
don.

Gow, Kathy Hochul will drop
Mew Yorks stringent indoor mask
mandate on Wednesday, ending a
requirement that businesses ask
customers for proof of full vacci-
nation or require mask wearing at
all times, and marking a turning
point in the state’s coronavirus re-
sponse, according to three people
briefed on her decision.

The decision will eliminate a
rule that prompted legal and in-
terpersonal clashes over mask
wearing, especially in conserva-
tive parts of New York. It was set
to expire on Thursday and would
have required renewing.

Ms. Hochul's decision will let
the mask mandate lapse just as a
crushing winter surge in corona-
wirus cases is finally receding. But
it was not yet clear whether the
governor would renew or drop a
separate mask mandate in MNew
York schools th set toexpire in
two weeks.

The easing of New York's pan-
demic restrictions on businesses
comes as Democratic-led states
from MNew Jersey to California
have announced similar moves
this weelk, in a loosely coordinated
effort that is the result of months

Continued on Page Al

N.F.L. Accused of Failing to Fix
How It Treats Female Workers

By KATHERINE ROSMAN and KEN BELSON

At a Super Bowl halftime show
rehearsal in 2020, a top male
MN.EL. executive argued with a
woman who said that he then
pushed her. After investigating,
the league removed the man inom
his longtime role overseeing the
show and ordered him to take an
anger management course. But
he remains a senior executive.

Exactly what happened be-
tween the woman, who was in-
wolved in the uction of the
shaovw, and the man, Mark Quenzel,
the Mational Football L we's
senior vice president and head of
content, remains in dispute, and
;‘I-e league insists he did not push

er

Yel the incident was one of
many ralsed by more than 30

women who spoke to The Mew
York Times ahout their experi-
ences working for the N.F.L. as re-
cently as 2021

They described a stifling,
deeply ingrained corporate cul-
ture that demoralized some fe-
male employees, drove some to
quit in frustration and left many
feeling brushed aside.

The women said this culture
has persisted despite a promise
from MLEL. Commissioner Roger
Goodell — made after the 2014 re-
lease of a video that showed run-
ning back Ray Rice punching his
fiancée wunconscious — that the
league  would take a  stricter
stance on domestic violence and

Continued on Page AI12

Trump Allies Unleashed Spycraft on U.S. Politics

By MARK MAZZETTI
and ADAM GOLDMAN

WASHINGTON — During the
summer of 2018, as Richard Sed-
don, a former Bn h spy. was try-
ing to launch a new venture to use
undercover agents to infiltrate
progressive groups, Democratic
campaigns and other opponents
of President Donald I Troump, he
turned for help o a longtime
friend and former colleague: Erik
Prince, the private military con-
tractor.

Mr. Prince ook on the role of ce-
lebrity pitchman, according to in-
rerviews and documents, raising
money lor Mr. Seddon’s spying op-

Scheming to Infiltrate
Progressive Groups
and Tar ‘RINOs"

eration, which was aimed at gath-
ering dirt that could discredit poli-
ticians amd activists in several
states. After Mr Prince and Mr.
Seddon met in August 2018 with
Susan Gore, a Wyoming heiress to
the Gore-Tex fortune, Ms. Gore
became the project’s main bene-
factor,

Mr. Prince’s role in the effort,
which has not been previously dis-
closed, sheds further light on how

a group of ultraconservative Re-
publicans employed spycraft 1o
try o manipulate the American
pullln:i] landscape. Mr: Prince — a
former C.LA. contractor who is
best known as the founder of the
private military firm Blackwater
and whase sister, Betsy DeVos,
was Mr. Trump's education secre-
tary — has drawn scrutiny over
the years for Blackwater's recond
of violence around the world and
his subsequent ventures training
and arming foreign forces.

His willingness to support Mr
Seddon's operation is fresh evi-
dence of his engagement in politi-
cal espionage projects at home
during a period when he was an

Corntirnued on Page A4
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Giving It a Whirl (or Four and a Half)

With a 1,620-degree rick she had never tried, the freeskier Eileen Gu won gold in big air. Page BS.

SAGET: COMPOSITE IMADE BY JOR HUANLTHE NEW WORE TIES

NEWS AMALYSIS

Putin Digs In,
As West Steels
For Long Slog

Russian President Sets
the Ukraine Timetable

By ANTON TROIANOVSKI

President Viadimir V. Putin of
Russia is increasingly staking his
legacy on reversing Ukraine’s
pro-Western shift. Even if he
does not order an invasion this
winter, he is making clear that he
will keep the pressure on, backed
by the threat of force, for as long
as it takes to get his wan

But Ukraine’s leaders have so
far refused Lo compromise on Mr.
Futin's terms, and the Wesi sees
the Kremlin's demand for a Rus-
sian sphere of influence in East-
erm Europe as a nonstarter. That
leaves the best-case scenario as
a long and dangerous diplomatic
slog toward a difficult settlement
— a process that could consume
Weslern resources and atlention
for many months,

President Emmanuel Macron
of France, shuttling firom Mos-
cow to Kyiv to Berlin on Monday
and Tuesday, described the com-
ing days as crucial in the West's
bid to avert war. Chancellor Olaf
Scholz of Germany, in snme of
his strongest comment:
insisted that Russia would suffer
“far-reaching consequences” if it
attacked Ukraine.

Mr: Putin has connlered Wllll a
pledge 1o keep the “di
going, Itis a message lh'u im-
plies he woul deliberate in
using his levers of influence and
coercion to deal with the long-
standing Russian grievances that
the Kremlin appears newly de-
rermined to address,

Russia’s current military build-
up around Ukraine is so exten-
sive that Mr. Putin will have to
decide in the coming weeks
whether to order an invasion or
pull some troops back, analysts
say. But even if he draws them
dowm, bre will have other means
o keep his adversaries on edge,
like exercises of his nuclear
forces, cyberattacks or future
buildups. And if he does amack,
the West's current diplomatic
scramble is likely to only intensi-
.

expect we'll have this crisis
with us, in various forms, for all
of 2022 at least” said Andrei
Sushentsov, desan of the school of
international relations at

100, the elite Moscow uni-
wversity run by the Russian For-
eign Ministry.

He described the current
standoff as only the first step in a
drawn-out Russian effort to force
the West to agree to a new secu-
rity architecture for Eastern
Europe. [t was a characterization
of the start of a more high-stakes
phase in Russia's vearslong
conflict with the West that is
gaining currency in Moscow’s
foreign-policy circles.

Russia’s aim, according to Mr.
Sushentsov: keep the threat of
war ever-present, and thus com-
pel negotiations that Western
officials have avoided until now.,

For too long, he said in an
interview, people in Western
Europe have been lulled into
thinking that a new war on the
Continued on Page 49

In China, Bearing a Torch for Unity Only Spotlights Its Absence

By AMY QIN

ZHANGJIAKOLU, China — The
Uyghur athlete had been a rela-
tive unkmown — a firsitime
Olympic Games competitor and a
cross-country skier in a country
not renowned for its skiing tradi-
tion. Then she was thrust into the
limelight, beaming as she
clurched the Olympic torch at the
opening of the Games, becoming

not just a symbol of China's snow

rts ambitions but also its stri-
dent defiance of Western eriti-
CASITL.

The lighting of the Olympic
cauldron is traditionally an honor
given to people who symbalize the
host nation, or its sporting history,
ar its vision of itself. China's selec-
tion  of the Uygher athlete,
Dindigeer Yilamujiang, 20, for that
role, along with a teammate of the
Han Chinese ethnic majority, was

How Uyghur Skier Rose
to Be Divisive Symbol

mediavely divisive.

To many Chinese, it was a feel-
good message of ethnic unity. Bur
to human rights activists and
Western critics, it looked like Bei-
jing was using an athlete in a cal-

cul provocative fashion to
whll.ewash its  suppression of

Uyghurs in the far western region
of Xinjiang, where Yilamujiang is
from.

Chinese state media declared
after the ceremony that Yilamu-
jiang had “showed the world a
beautiful and progressive Xin-
Jiang™ with her “smiling face and
youthful figure” The propaganda

Corttinued on Page BI12
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Endless War for Syrias Kurds
The group's breakaway region in the
northeast has been engulfed in conflict
ever since its creation, PAGE A

Retired Pope Asks Forgiveness
Benedict, responding to a report accus-
ing him of mishandling sexual abuse
cases, denied any wrongdoing. PAGE AT

5400_u1165

Harvard Sued as Rift Widens

A lawsuit claims the university ignored
harassment accusations against an
anthropology professor, a dispure that
has also divided the faculty.  PAGE Al0

$3.6 Billion in Bitcoin Seized
The Justice Department accused a
married couple of conspiring 1o launder

cryprocurrency stolen in the 2016 hack-
ing of a Hong Kong exchange. PAGE Al4

Shoring Up the Postal Service
Supporters 2ay the bipartisan measure
in the House will address the agency's
financial woes while requiring delivery
six days a week. PAGE Al%

ARTS Cl1.6

On the Way to the Oscars
Streaming services received a batch of
nominations. Above, Benedict Cumber-
batch in “The Power of the Dog.” PAGE C1

MNew Leadership at BAM

The Brooklyn Academy of Music picked
Gina Duncan, a former leader of its film
program, to be its president. PAGE C2

J. & J. Pauses on Vaccine
Johnson & Johnson quietly suspended
making its Covid-19 vaccine, despite
persistent demand for it in the develop-
ing workd. Production is expected to
resume in late spring, PAGE Bl

U.S. Trade Deficit Hits Record
The widening imbalance last year was
driven by a £576.5 billion increase in
imports as Americans purchased more
products made abread, The rising price

of energy also contributed, PAGE Bl
OPINION Al8-189
Robert J. Shiller FAGE ALS

FOOD DI1.&

Marvelous Meringue

Making meringue is the most magical
thing you can do with an egg white, and
it's not nearly as hard as you think.
Melissa Clark has some tips.  PAGE D1
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Vegas
jaunts
tripped
alarms

Investigation of [.A.
Councilman Huizar
began after casino
security alerted FBL

By MICHAEL FINNEGAN
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

Las Vegas casinos pam-
per their big spenders with
loads of perks, and the $13
million Wei Huang had lost
gambling at the Palazzo
made him a coveted “whale'™
of a customer. 5o the casino
charged him nothing to My
on its private jet and stay in
its presidential suite over-
looking the Strip.

But when Palazzo securi-
ty learmed one day in July
2015 that the billionaire de-
weloper was bringing Los
Angeles politician Jose
Huizar to Las Vegas that
night on the resort's luxury
Gulfstream IV, it set off
alarms,

As a City Council mem-
ber, Huizar was what ca-
sinos call a “politically ex-
posed person.” He could
gamble at the Palazzo only
after filing papers showing
he was not using public
furnds.

Palazzo dealers kept
close watch on Huang and
Hulzar when they arrived
hours later in Parlor 8, a
room for high rollers who
typically bet with $25,000
and $100,000 chips.

What they discovered
triggered an FBI investiga-
tion that brought to light a
sprawling corruption scan-
dal at Los Angeles City Hall.
Federal prosecutions so far
have put ancther City Coun-
cil member in prison and
wvielded four other felony
Huilty pleas,

Details of the cat-and-
mouse drama that unfolded
at the Palazzo that night are
spelled out in an FBI affi-
davit that was recently
made public and was at the
center of a court dispute
over a search warrant for

[See Huizar, Ald]
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SHAUN WHITE practices for the snowboarding halfpipe competition at the Beijing Games. The Carls—
bad native has won three Olympic gold medals in the event and says this year's contest will be his last.

For White, ‘beautiful run’
in snowboarding is ending

Sport’s first crossover star, 35, looks to go out with a medal

gongChang 20
—

By DaviD WHARTON

BELJING — By the end of the day,
his body ached all over. His ankle and
back, a knee still sore from surgery.
Shaun White was feeling every bit of
36 years old, worn down from a life-
time spent attacking the halfpipe,
launching himself skyward, spinning

hard.

~ and twisting and landing

Riding a chalirlift on a mountainin
Aunstria, he saw the truth of it

“The mountain was closing down
and no one was around,” White re-
calls. “I was watching the sun go
dowmn, and it just hit me. T Was like:
“Thisisit. These are the -

The men's halfpipe contest at the
Beijing Olympics will be his last, he
says. If 50, it will mark the end of an

Geroony BULL Associated Press
WHITE IS pumped up after a finals run in 2018, when he captured
gold at the Pyreongochang Games. “I knew [ had it in me,”

he said.

era, an unmatched career that has
spanned three gold medals and a
[See White, A4]

D.A. won’t charge

Dodgers’

Pitcher is cleared of

criminal counts in sex
assault case, but MLB
may still suspend him.

By BiLL SHAIEIN
AND RICHARD WINTON

After a five-month review
ofthe Pasadena police inves-
tigation into allegations of
sexual assault against him,
Dodgers pitcher ‘Trevor
Bauer will not. face criminal
charges, the Los Angeles
County district attorney’s
office announced Tuesday.

That thedistrict attorney
decided criminal charges
were notwarranted does not
mean Bauer has been

Bauer

cleared to rejoin the Dod-
gers. Major League Baseball
Commissioner Rob Manfred
retains the right to suspend
Bauer.

Manfred Is widely ex-
pected to do so, but not
soon. MLB issued a state-
ment moments after the dis-
trict attormey decision:
“MLEs investigation is on-
going, and we will comment
further at the appropriate
time.”

Bauer had two sexual en-
counters with a San Diego
woman last year at his Pasa-
dena home. The distriet at-
torney opted not to file as-
sault charges in the Mrst en-
counter in April and domes-
tic wiolence charges in the
second encounter in May,

[See Bauer, Ald]

ERIC CHRISTIAN SMITH Assockated Press
“MY VERSION of cvents has not waveraed, because it

is the truth,”

Dodgers pitcher T'revor Bauer said.

By JosH ROTTENEBERG

Battered and weary aller navigating
twoyearsofapunishing pandemic, Holly-
wood soldiered on with one of its most
hallowed traditions Tuesday morning,
unveiling nominations for the 94th Acad-
emy Awards.

While the movie industry as a whole
may not be inthe most festive mood these
days, academy voters still found plenty
worth celebrating from the last year,

why movies still matter. Also, the bi

Eran Prioaen For The Thmes

NETFLIX western “The Power of the Dog”™ led the Oscar nominations with
12, including best picture and lead actor for Benedict Cumberbatch, abowve.

Streaming’s big power play

Shift in viewing habits keeps shaking up awards season

spreading theirlove to films and perform-
ances across a wide range of genres, with
MNetflix's western drama “The Power of
the Dog” leading the pack with 12 nomi-
nations followed by the sci-fi epic "Dune”
writh 100

Both were best picture nominees
along with “Belfast,” “CODA.,"” “Don't
Look Up.” “Drive My Car,” “King Rich-
‘Licorice Pizza." “Nightmare Alley™
and “West Side Story.™

In the acting categories, lead actor
nominations  [See Nominations, A11]

EKEEPING IT ALL IN THE FAMILY

Oscar voters embrace tales of togetherness in a best picture slate that shows
ggest snubs and surprises. CALENDAR, E1

mmes

latimes.com

UCLA
SETTLES
SEXUAL
ABUSE
SUITS

More than 200
women who accused
a gynecologist will
share $243.6 million.

By RICHARD WINTON

The University of Califor-
nia system has agreed to pay
$243.6 milllon to settle law-
suits by more than 200 worm-
en., some of them cancer
patients, who alleged they
were sexually abused by a
former UCLA gynecologist,

The agreement, an-
nounced Tuesday., covers
203 former patients who
hawve sued over the conduct
of Dr. James Heaps. It comes
on top of a $73-million class-
action settlement Involving
more than 5000 patients
from 1983 to 2018,

The settlement does not
cover more than 300 pa-
tients who are continuing to
sue, Heaps is also facing
criminal charges involving
seven of those patients.

The deal amounts to
$1.2 million for each plaintiff,
similar to one USC struck
last wyear that pald SB852
millicn (2] maore than
TO0 women who accused
school gynecologist George
Tyndall of sexual abuse, said
John Manly, a lawyer for the
lead plaintiff in the Heaps
case.

Some women who sald
they were abused by Heaps
called the settlement a vin-
dication after complaining
about the doctor for years
and seeing little done.

“Ieday, after eight long
years, I received recognition
of what happened to me”
said Kara Cagle, a breast
cancer survivor who re-
ported Heaps while she was
undergoing treatment at the
university.

“Although there is some
consolation in  that, my
heart breaks for all the wom-
en who were not spared, all
the women who suffered
after me. because UCLA
refused to act. What hap-
pened to those women is on
UCLA. UCLA will have to
live with what they ve done
or, rather, didnt do. Let
today be a wake-up call to
other institutions.~

Another patient, Julie
Wallach, said she hoped the
payout would bring changes
to the way UCLA handles re-
ports of abuse.

“This is long overdue.
Twenty-four years ago, in
1098, I was referred to Dr.

[See UCLA, AB]

GOP leaders
split on censure
McoConnell criticizes
party resclution tar-
geting two members of
Jan. 6§ panel; MeCarthy
demurs. NATION, AT

County cautious
on mask rule
Local officials are
probably weelks away
from lifting mandate
For indoor public
places. CALIFORNILA, B

Lions fans still
with Stafford
Many in Detroit will
be pulling for their
ex-quarterback as he
leads the Rams in the
Super Bowl, SPORTS. D1
Weather
Unseasonably warm.
L.A. Basin: 86/60. B6
Dty e punpes ol

.85944 00200 II5

BUSINESS INSIDI

Inglewood housing prices are soaring because of SoFi Stadium. A10
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Military’'s
Kabul exit
plan was
resisted

Report details frostration
with senior U.S. officials,
grealer danger to lroops

BY Dan LAMOTHE
AND ALEX HORTON

Senior White House and State
Department  officials  failed o
grasp the Taliban's steady advance
on Afghanistan® capital and re-
sisted efforts by ULS, military leacd-
ers to prepare the evacuation of
embassy personnel and Afghan
allies weeks before Kabal's fall,
placing American troops orderod
to carry out the withdrawal in
greater  danger, according o
sworn testimony from multiple
comumanders involved in the oper-
atiom.

An Army investigative report,
mumbering 2,000 pages and re-
leased to The Washington Post
through a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request, details the life-or-
death decisions made daily by TS,
soldiers and Marines sent to se-
cure Hamid Karzai International
Ajrport as thousands converged
vn the airfield in a frantic bid to
(22 N

Beyond the bleak, blunt assess-
ments of top milituy command-
ers, the documents contain previ-
ously  unreported  disclosures
about the violence American per-
sonnel experienced, including one
exchange of ganfire that left two
Taliban fighters dead after they
allegedly menaced a group of TS,
Marines and Afghan civilians, In a
separate incident a few days later,
.S, troops killed a member of an

sEE KABUL 0N Az

Austr

Centeom pick: LS. should help .

Afghan allies, nomines says. A1LS

RNC wording
about Jan. 6

sparks uproar.
cleanup effort

By Josm DAWSEY
AND FELICTA SONMER

fomorrow: Partly sunmy, brees

TORONTO — The busiest crossing
on the LS-Canada land border
was blockaded Tucsday s the
demuonstrations against vaccine
mandates that have paralyzed
Cannda’s capital spres

cial trade artery, while inspiring
similar protests froom Europe to

The Ambassador Bridge, which

Democracy Dies in Darkness

ul to o cru-

links Windsor, Ontario, to
troit, was “temporarily closed” for
passengers amd eonunerc
fie, authorities on both sides of the

though
nived traf-

border
Windsor police said =
fic” was being allowed into the

idge connecting
Detroit and Ontario
isac

cial tracle link

snid  Toesday,

De-

| traf-

Protests in Canada jam up U.S. border crossing

BY AMANDA COLETTA,
EmIiLy KavHaLa,
ANNABELLE TIMSIT
AND JENNIFER HASSAN

United States. The LG-mile sus-
pension bridge is an important

tra articularly for the re-
gilon’s au ndustry. It also con-
nects families, friends amd essen-

I workers,

hospitals.

The blockade there began Mon-
day: it was unclear when it o rt
end, The ULS, Trans portation De-
partment estimates the bridge

cluding Cang
nurses who work in Detroit-arca

-l L

PATENK OGORTALE]

LS, service members disembark Tuesday from a military alreraft at an afrport in Poland. US. and Enropean officials say that Russian
military exercises set to start Thursday, along with the Feb. 20 end of the Beijing Obympdcs, may offer cover for an attack on Ukraime.

dom Convow” which

illing big rigs and other ve
o go h

“Individun

carries nearly 20 percent of the

annual trade between Canada

and the United States.

about the *Freadom Cormay.”

|

EMCIA WYBORCEA FILIRE UTERS

FPrime Minister Justin Trudeau
has urged the self-styled “Free-
has sinoe
Jan. 28 jammed major thorough-
fares in downtown Ottawa with

are  trying o
blockade our economy, our de-
moeracy and our fellow citizens
aaily lives, [t has to stop,” he said

SEE CANADA OM A0

Behind the protest: Whal Lo know
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Putin’s
picces
nearly
in place

Spree of diplomacy seeks
to avert Ukraine assaull

By Rosvs Dxon,
RICK NOACK,
SHANE HARRIS
AND MICHAEL BIRNBAUM

MOSOOW  — Ruossian warships
sailed toward the Black Sea on
Tuesday, stoking alarm among
1.5 and European security offi-
cials who wamed that the final
capabilities for a large-scale as-
sault on Ukraine appeared to be
falling into place.

On a day of frantic shuttle
diplomacy by French Presicdent
Emmanuel Macron, who hopped
among capitals trying to avert a
conflict, Rus: officials gove it
tle sign that the French leaders
initiatives had changed their cal-
culations.,

Instead, U.S. and European of-
ficials said they were eveing the
next 12 day=s with increasing co
cern, Fearing that Hussian o
tary exercises scheduled wo start
Thursday could provide cover for
a sudden strike against Ukraine
and that the Feb. 20 conclusion of
the Olympic Games in Beijing
clears awey a potential diplomat-
ie barrier for Russian President
Viedimir Putin, who may fear
upstaging Chinese President Xi
dimping.

sEE UKRAINE 0N AT1

A priest's calling: Uk 1 cleric
ready for war in chaplain corps. A8

When the Republican Party
voted to censure two of its own
members of Congress last week
at its winter meeting in Salt Lake
City, it justified the move in part
by declaring that efforts to inves-
tigate the Jan. 6, 2021, insurrec-
tion amounted to the persecu-
tion of individuals engaging in
“legitimate politieal discourse

Thaose three words have sinee
sparked a massive backlash
among GOP senators who fear
the resolution could jeopardize
the partys fortunes in the mid-
term elections. The move has
alsa led to days of attempbed
political cleanup by the Republi-
can National Committee over the
language and the accompanying
censures of Reps. Liz Cheney
(Wyo.) and Adam Kinzinger (111.).

While RNC Chairwoman Ron-
SEE CENSURES ON A4

BLLISOM V. SMITH FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

A woman, who chose not to be ldentifled, alleges ex-Chicage Red Stars coach Rory Dames

abuse h\ coac |l v
hefore NWSLL team rlid

v Morpy HENSLEYV CLANCY

Last fall, when players in the
MNational Women's Soccer League
publicly accused prominent
conch Rory Dames of verbal and
emotional abuse, Megan Cnota
was immediately transported to
two decades before, when she was
a teenager playing for Dames in
suburban Chicagao,

Yes, she recognized the behav-
ior the players deseribed, she
said. Fut she slso recognized
something else: The NWSL play-
ers said they had twice before
raised alarms about Dames, only
o sew him continue eoaching.

Cnota and her teammates tried
o do the samme, shie said. In 1008 a
police  officer in  Ardington
Heights, 1L, investigated after a
former player complained that
Dames had vouched her inappro-
priately on her upper thigh when

groomed and coerced her into having sex with him when she played for his yonth soccer club.

SEE ARUSE 0N Alg

Democrals in
Va. Senalte
back school
mask opt-oult

BY Lavra Vozzen
AND GREGORY 5. SCHN

A

ER

RICHMOND — Democrats in Vir-
ginias Senate signaled support
Tul'sd.l\' for makime school masks
optional by July, a turnamooand
after weeks of howling against
Gov. Glenn Youngkin's efforts to
end mask mandates right away.

Youngkin (R), who has made
parental power over masks a
centerpices of his first month in
office, called the move "a signifi-
cant step . for parents and
children”

The sudden change of heart by
at least some Democrats gives
Youngkin a win on an issue that
otherwise could be bogged down
in courts for weeks or even
months, and it comes as several
other states led by Democratic
governors have begun winding
down their K-12 mask

There is still some
MASKS ON A4

INTHE NEWS

FOSERT F. BUMATY ASSOOATED FRESS
g sethack Vikacla Shiffrin
v finish a -|'ur|I[| Olympic race — t
£ in her specialty, the slalom. D1
e anmpron’s
ils the pack with
Linns, C1
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THE MATION

The pandemic is star-
ing its third year with
dueling realities, with
many Amer
resuming their
EVen as cases overwhelm
hospitals, A6
Holocaust scholar
Diehoraly Lipstadt testi-
fied at a Senate hearing
o her nomination Lo
lead the State Depart-
ment's efforts o combar

A Coast Guard mother
convicted last weelk in
the death of her :
month-old danghter at
an outpost in Alaska
was sentenced o six
yeRrs in prison. as

THE WORLD

Pope Emeritus Ben-
edict XV1 apologized o
victims ol cletical abuse
but admitted no person-
al responsibility. A
ULN.-backed negotia-
vors are starting work on
a plobal treaty to veduee
plastic pollution, poss)
bly including caps on its
production. A13

The debate in Eritain
over the role and influ-
ence of Prime Minister
Boris Johnson's wifie ex-
ploded inta full public
view in recent days. A1
Mexican fishers are
blocked from US. ports
after vears of illegal
cross-honder fishing. A1

THE ECONOMY
Authorities arrested a
o ple and selzed more
than %3.6 billion in
biteoin allegedly stolen
as partofa 2016 hack,
thee Justice Department
. A¥
ation igned
to relieve the LS. Postal
Serviceof billions of dol-
lars in liabilities passed
the House and is set to
be considered by a favor-
able Senate. A2+
Peloton will remove its
[ Tn and lay off 2,800

nid decreas-
nal fior 1S work:
outequipment. A24

THE REGION

Mont; ery County
woted Lo hire Monifa B.

MceKEnight as schools
superintendent. the first

INSIDE

Black woman to fill the
post. Bl

Virginia lawmakers
struck down legislation
that would have given
volers achance o de-
cldeon removing a now-
defunet provision in the
state constitution ban-
Mg SUME-86% mar-
riage. B1

Virginia Democrats
thwarted an effort to re-
vive Gov. Glenn Young-
kin's bid to install a for-

tion official

FoOD

Putting in the work
A clusless cook reflects
on the lessons and tiny
trivmphs in leaming to
make dinner for his
partner, E1

STYLE

Editing test

James Bennet testfied
about his role In a fauity
Meswe York Times apinion
piece that led Sarah
Palin to swe. C1

resCAIrees Secretary. Bl

d Gow. Larty
Hogan announced a
$2 million lottery as part
of a renewed effort toen-
courage booster shots. Bl
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El poder del perro,

la gran favorita

para los Oscar 2022

La pelicula de Jane Campion (disponibleen

Netflix) obtuve once nominaciones.

TUVO SUNOCHE DE
LOS MUSEOS

La estrella fue el MAR, que convoco a una
gran cantidad de visitantes; instituciones
piibl v privadas participaron de la
iniciativa. Pagina 24

LA TERCERA OLA DE
COVID EN EL PAIS

COronavirus

Los especialistas creen que el ultimo pico
l.‘!iI'J'I li_"l']ﬂ'illiln(l(l, l'!L‘1'lI11[]llI_':‘1 artan (]llL'
.‘il.‘]!r[l[]ll'!.(.'ll un FL'])I'II[I.‘ i Elll-’le_‘t‘L‘ una
nueva variante del virus, Pagina 20

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 9 DE FEERERO DE 2022

LANACION.COM.AR

Adios y emocion

Del Potro se despidio en el Lawn Tennis

ANIBAL GREDO

Enun climadetristezayemocidn. Juan Martin del Potro “colgélavincha” anoche enel Buenos Alres Lawn Tennis tras perder (6-1: 6-3) ante Federico Delbonis. "Me queria despediraci yno en una
conferencia de prensa”, dijo entre ligrimas despues del partido. No cerrd definitivamente la puerta ala posibilidad de jugar en Rio, pero dejo en claro que estd en el final de su carrera. Deportes:

Preocupacion en EE.UU.
por el avance de China
v Rusia en laregion

TENSION. Congresistas norteamericanos le pidieron a Biden que acentie la cooperacion en
materia de seguridad en América Latina frente a la expansion de ambas potencias

WASHINGTON.- Dos senadores
que lideran el Comité de Relacio-
nes Exteriores del Senado, el de-
macrata Bob Menendez y el repu-
blicano Marco Rubio, con mucha
influencia en el Capitolio, pidieron
ayer al gobierno de Estados Unidos
que profundice la cooperacion en
materia de seguridad en la regidn

ante el avance de China y Rusia. El
]}I'[I_\-’L‘{ZI(I- 1[!' 1(':\-’ (|l](' |)1'l‘hl'll[ill 0n
Rubio y Menendez legd luego de
quela Argentina se sumdaa la Fran-
jayla Ruta de la Seda, el proyecto
de expansidn de Pekin a través de
inversiones eninfraestructuray se-
guridad. ¥ luego de las criticas que
volvidalanzar ¢l presidente Alber-

to Fernandez contra Estados Uni-
dos, al que acusd de no colaborar
en la abtencion de un acuerdo con
€l Fondo Monetario Internacional.
“INo hay mayor amenazaen nues-
tra regidn que la creciente intromi
sidn de Rusia y China en América
Latina y el Caribe”, dijo Marco Ru-
bioen un comunicado. Pagina 8

Manzur profundiza su
apuesta norteamericana
Phgina

El acuerdo con el FMI
divide a todo el oficialismo
Pedro Lacour

Pégina 11

EL ANALISIS

Un presidente
quedicey se
desdice todo

el tiempo

Joaguin Morales Sold
LA NACION

altan 42 dias. 5i llegara
F al 26 de marzo sin lo-

grar un acuerdo defini
tivo con el Fondo Monetario
cional, la Argentina
1iilL|]}LJ['p1'11'|1c‘|'.‘|l'n su
historia en default con los or-
ganismos multilaterales. Una
transgresidn que no cometio
nisiquieraenelirresponsable
2001 Continiaenla pagina 10

Hackean el Poder Judicial
de Chaco y piden rescate

ATAQUE. Exigen dinero a cambio de los datos robados

El Poder Judicial de Chaco fue
blanco de un ataque informéAtico
que infiltrd sus sistemas. toma el
controlde la informacion disponi-
bleyreclamdel pagode un rescate
a cambio de devolver el material.

La Justicia chagquena extendio la
feria judicial hasta el lunes, con-
fia en que la informacion robada
no sea relevante v se nego a pagar
el rescate exigido por los hackers,
Paginal4

El Banco Central acelera
el ritmo de devaluacion

DOLAR. Permitid el mayor ajuste diario en un ano

Sindolaresen las reservas interna-
. ¢l Banco Central (BCRA)
yer ¢l ritmo de devalua-
cion con el objetivo de ir dejando
atras el ddlar que mantuvo “pisa-
do” en las elecciones legislativas.

Laentidad monetaria. que preside
Miguel Pesce, permit
bade0,13%
haciaunafio. Pudorecomprar solo
2 millones gracias a las trabas
a la importacion. Pagina 16

OPINION

El peronismo
tiene el complot
en el codigo
gendtico

Loris Zanatta

Pigina29
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PALMEIRAS TIRA AL AHLY DO CAMINHO E FICA A UM PASSO DO TITULO MUNDIAL

Raphael Veiga (centro, abragado) comemora com colegas gol feito no 2 a o diante dos egipcios, ontem, em Abu Dhabi; equipe disputa final no sabado (12), contra Chelsea ou Al Hilal esporte Bs

BC alerta que PEC

Ciéncia B6

A volta do pterossauro

Apos ter saido do pais ilegalmente, féssil
brasileiro é devolvido por museu belga

IHustrada C1
Oscar 2022 revela
lista de indicados,
que tem ‘Ataque dos
Caes' na lideranga

Iustrada Cé6

App Kwai ameaca
reinado do TikTok
com piadas de tiozao
e dramas de novela

Ocupacao de UTIs para Covid
supera 80% em 8 estados e DF
Aocupacao de UTIs para Covid estd acima do patamar de

Bo% em oito estados e DF, em quadro semelhante ao da
dltima semana, segundo levantamento da Folha. saddess

Atila Iamarino

Fomentado pelo governo, negacionismo
antivacina em curso no Brasil € tinico sa

Quiosque seguiu
aberto mesmo com
corpo de Moise

O quicsque Tropicilia con-
tinuou funcionando por
trés horas, mesmo com
o corpo de Moise Kaba-
gambe estendido no chio,
mostram imagens da noite
do crime. O registro vai das
22hz2s5 do ultimo dia z4 a
1thzydodiazs. cotidiano B3

Bento 16
admite erros
da igreja sobre
abuso sexual

Envolvido em uma inves-
tigacio sobre abusos de
Menores que teriam ocor:
rido em sua gestio como
arcebispo de Munique, nos
anos 1980, 0 papa emérito
Bento 16 reconheceu, em
carta, errosda igreja emili-
dar com os casos. Nao ad-
mitiu, porém, ter pratica-
do irregularidades, e dis-
se estar consolado pelo
perdio de Deus. mMundoalo

EDITORIAIS A2
Registrado em ata

Sobre alerta do BC relativo
4 PEC dos Combustiveis.

5400_u1165

Apresentador perde
patrocinio por fala

de partido nazista

O podcaster Bruno Aiub, o
Monark, foi desligado do
Flow apoés defender o di-
reito de existéncia de um
partido nazista no Brasil. O
canal perdeu diversos pa-
wrocinios apds ser alvo de
criticas, emespecial deen-
tidades judaicas. Politicaas

ARTIGO

Alessandro Vieira
Reforma tributdria
por mais igualdade
deve ser carro-chefe

Para fazer mais pela mai-
oriada populacio, é preci-
sovencer 0s “auxilios per-
manentes” que as elites re-
cebem do Estado, como
asisengdes dosistema tri-
butirio. O que 4 dos 5 ho-
mens mais ricos do pais
Em em comum? Empre-
sas que recebem gastos in-
diretos do governo via re-
miincia fiscal. Mercado a13

Pré-candsdato & Presidéncia
da Repiblica pelo Cidadania

Além da inauguragioc
Acerca de obra para trans-
posicio do Sdo Francisco.

A pandemia em 8.fev
Dades das 20h
POPULACAD VACINADA
Mo Brasil
s 13 does:

Iy 80,1 %

e 70,5%

— 24,5%
Mos estados
Aomenos  Poido Dosede
uma dose  comphets vefarge
sP B5,1% 79,7% 7T
Bl a74% R4 19,5%
MG B0,6% 74,1% 25,1%
ESTAGIO DA DOENCA
Obitos
Meédia mdvel Em 24 h
1ir4
822 T -
823 148,05 el
[ty
Casos T +LA%* (acelarada)
Casos nos estados
Rt

Mrcdia andrve|
(variagio™)
acelerado
acelerado
acelerado
*wariagio em refacio a 14 dias

Harim Sahib/AFP

dos combustiveis
aumentara inflacao

No mesmo dia, presidente da Camara defende driblar
rechago a medida com apoio a projeto que congela ICMS

0O Banco Central alertou que
as propostas para reduzir
a tributa¢io de combusti-
veis —e, portanto, subsi-
did-los— alimentardo a in-
flacio e forgario a continu-
idade da elevagio dos juros.

Horas depois, 0 presiden-
e da Cimara, Arthur Lira
{(PP-AL), defendeu um pro-
{eto de lei que prevé conge-
ar 0 ICMS sobre o produto.

O BC afirma na ata da re-
unidao do Copom, na qual
explica suas decisdes e in-
dica rendéncias, que politi-
cas fiscais que incentivem
a demanda podem levar a
um aumento do délar e, por
consequéncia, dos precos.

Ao menos duas propos-
tas de emenda a Constitu-
icao preveem tal incentivo
as custas do gasto pablico.

Total de criancas de 6 e 7 que nao
sabem ler e escrever sobe a 41%

0 Brasil atingiu 0 maior pa-
tamar, desde 2012, de crian-
Iriasd.eﬁ e 7anos que nio sa-
em ler e escrever. Em 2021,
chegou a 40,8% a fatia que
nao havia sido alfabetizada
—cerca de 2,4 milhdes.

0s dados sao de um estu-
do do Todos pela Educagio,
combase na Pnad Continua
do IBGE. Na pesquisa, 0s res-
ponsiveis pelos domicilios
responderam sesuas crian-
¢as sabiam ler e escrever.

Em 2012, eram 28,2% da
populacio de 6 e 7 nessa si-
tuagio. Por lei, criangas ve-
riam assegurado o direito de
dominar essas habilidades
ate o fim do 2° ano do fun-
damental, aos 7. cotidiane 51

losé Luscena/ Thebtewsa, Folhapress:

JOVEM NEGRO PRESO DEPOIS DE COMPRAR PAO E SOLTO

0O estudante Yago Corréa, 21, segura cartaz apds sair do Complexo Prisional de Benfica, no Rio;
morador do Jacarezinho, ele foi preso no domingo (6) quando deixava padaria cotidiane B3

Amedida viria em ano elei-
toral e, segundo analistas, te-
ria efeito incertosobre os va-
lores ao consumidor.

Ontem, contudo, Lira de-
fendeu acelerar o debate
com aaprovagio dewm pro-
jeto de lei que fixa a aliquota
de ICMS, um imposto esta-
dual, sob teto calculado com
a media de pregos dos wlti-
mos dois anos. mercadeo A1z

Afastado, Jefferson
comanda PTB,
dizem mensagens
Mesmo aposo STF ter de-
terminado afastamento de
RobertoJefferson da gresl
dénciado PTB, o ex-depu-
tado seguiu dando as car
tas no partido de dentro
do presidio, segundo men-
sagens de WhatsApp obti-
das pela Folha. politicaas

Lula banca
Alckmin apés
contestacao
de Dilma

Apds Dilma Rousseff ques-
tionar Lula sobre avaliada
alianca com Geraldo Alck-
min pela Presidéncia, o ex-
presidente bancouaunido,
em nome da governabili-
dade. Em conversa em ja-
neiro, Dilma havia pergun-
tado se 0 ex-tucano “vale
umamissa”, sereferindo i
reniincia do rei Henrique
4°a propria fé para ser co-
roado na Franga. politica A7
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Sugestiva visita del encargado de Negocios de la Embajada al mandatario

EEUU da apoyo a Abdo en lucha
contra corrupcion elmpumdad

®La reunion se da en medio
de la investigacion a Cartes

@Hablaron de asegurar que
el pueblo reciba justicia

@ Sigue incertidumbre sobre
juicio politico a fiscala general

Sorpresiva. Joseph Salazar al llegar
al Palacio de Lépez. Lusgodijoque §

cornpartié con el Ejecutivo el mutuo

nterés por fortalecer las institucio-
nes democraticas. pAGINAGalalo

Solo Ia Corte pagd USD 1,4 millones Apriete judicial a deudores

Entes pablicos dieron El Jurado investigara a
bonificaciones por USD los jueces y fiscales
7 millones en enero que se prestaron a EGD

Si no aparece variante agresiva Fomenta modelo econdmico arcaico

Salud estima que la Empresarios ratifican
pandemia puede llegar | Z@¥- A48 % = | | suoposicion a la ley
a su fin para abril . mnmxs;;;mmggigg:;m;;g"ﬁmu de comercio fm"tepﬂ.fﬂ
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» A laune: Paris a pied, quatre itinéraires pleins
de découvertes
» Restaurants: les nouvelles tables des Top chefs

PRESIDENTIELLE
Taubira cherche
toujours un chemin
a gaucheracss

LIBAN
Le clientelisme du
Hezbollah prospére
grace aux dollars
de I'ennemi
ameéricain e

LAICITE
Séparatisme
dansle sport :
les ambiguités
de la majorite »

RUGBY

Antoine Dupont,

le meilleur

joueur du monde,
aune marge

de progression sacs s

« 79 ans apres,
«la patrie
n'oublie pas»
ses resistants
= Serie: «Dix
scrutins dans
le rétroviseurs»,
2/10:1a
presidentielle
de 1969

-« La tribune
collective
decent
professeurs
dHenri-IV

et de Louis-
le-Grand

« Un entretien
avec Jean-
Yves Camus

« La chronique
de Bertille
Bayart

» L'analyse
dEugénie
Bastié
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Faut-il rendre & nouveau
les maths obligatoires
en premiére
et en terminale ?
LI NON
90% 10%
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Commerce extérieur :

BIATHLON

QUENTIN FILLON MAILLET,
PREMIERE MEDAILLE D'OR
FRANCAISE AUX JO DE PEKIN pacei1z

les raisons d’'un naufrage

Le déficit commercial s’est creusé I'an dernier et atteint le montant record de 84,7 milliards
d’euros. Certe détérioration est la conséquence de la désindustrialisation de la France.

La France a publi¢ mardi le
pire déficit commercial de
son histoire, 4 84,7 milliards
d'euros. Clest une vingtaine
de milliards de plus gu'en
2020, une année déja trés
noire pour le commerce exté-
rieur. Le pays a subi une

hausse des importations,
notamment des  produits
energetiques, mais cette dé
gradation de la balance com-
merciale  est  surtout  la
conséquence de la perte de
compétitivité des entrepri-
ses, qui nourrit une désin-

dustrialisation lente et pro-
fonde du pays.

La part de marché de la Fran
ce dans le commerce mon-
dial ne cesse de fléchir au
profit de Allemagne (plus
de 200 milliards d'euros
d'excédent commercial), de

- STOCH.AD QEE COM

1'Italie ou de 'Espagne. Pour
restaurer la compétitivité, les
grandes fédérations de 1I'in
dustrie réclament une baisse
massive des impdis de pro
duction et plaident pour la
poursuite des baisses de coti-
sations sociales.

DE PLUS DE QUARANTE ANS
DE DESINDUSTRIALISATION

-+ DES MULTINATIONALES
FRANCAISES POINTEES

DU DOIGT POUR MANGUE
DE PAT

PAGES 22 23ET LEDITORIAL

Lavenir des océans au coeur

L/

du sommet mondial de Brest

B3 EDITORIAL yar secques-ctvier Martin jomartinsiesgarors
Une envie d’usines

ebond de la croissance, chidmage
en balsse, créations d'emplols au
plus haut... [1v a les bonnes nou-
velles économiques ; elles mon-
trent que la France, gonflée au
wquol qu'il en codite =, ne se sort pas si mal
de la grande crise du Covid. Et puls, ily a les
autres, celles qui rappellent cruellement que
le malade est trés boin d*étre guéri.
L'annonce d'un déficit commercial record
{prés de 85 milliards d*euros!) ne trompe pas
sur |'état toujours inqui¢tant de notre éco-
nomie. I sanctionne son mangue de compeé-
titivite, qui freine la croissance, pousse aux
delocalisations, desindustrialise tout un pays
avec des conséquences pour le moins funes-
tes. Faute de scieries, par exemple, les gru-
mes de nos foréts partent en Chine pour &tre
transforneees et revendues partout (v com
pris en France) par des entreprises asiatiques
qui empochent les bénéfices. Qui peut enco-
re oser craire i '« entreprise sans usines » ?
Coditenx i produire et pas assez haut de gam
me, le «made In France» a du plomb dans
I"aile. En vingt ans, la part de nos exporta-
tions en Europe a reculé de 30 %, quand celle
de nos concurrents s’est apprécide, qu'il
5'agisse de 1'Italie et plus encore de I'Allema-

gne, dont 'excédent commercial représente
pres de la moithé de nos exportations,

Il faudra beavcoup plus que des Airbus, des
bons vins et des produits de lixe pour inver-
ser la tendance. Pour vainere ce «mal fran-
gaig o, comme I'a nommeé ke chef de I'Erat, il
n’y a pas d"autre solution que de réindustria-
liser la France. Car tout est bon dans 1"indus-

trie : elle offre des salaires plus élevés
quailleurs, nour-
Le malade rit les territoires et

produit de "inno-
vation. Er, surtout,
tout est encore
possible. Les révo-
lutions industrielles rebattent les cartes.
Notre pays peut donc revenir dans la course.
A condition de réduire dés maintenant les
impdts de production pour permetire aux
entreprises de retrouver trés vite de la com-
pétitivité et dinvestir dans les meilleurs
outils. Autre priorite : former massivement
des techniciens et des ingénieurs (rétablis
sons sans tarder les maths au h'a:c} sans les-
quels il n'y aura pas de reconquéte. Et plus
que tout : inscrivons 'industrie au coeur du
récit national des décennies a venir. 11 est
temps de faire campagne pour nos usines! |

est trés loin
d'étre gueri

SN GBI SE52

Ukraine :
le bilan en
demi-teinte
de la
médiation
Macron

En deux jours de diplomatie a
Moscou, Kiev et Berlin, le
chef de I'Etat estime avolr
enrayeé «|"escalade »  en
Ukraine, Vladimir Poutine
lui aurait promis de s en tenir
au déploiement militaire ac-
tuel et de retirer ses troupes
de Ri¢lorussie aprés de pro-
chaines manceuvres. Mais la
question la plus  difficile,
portant sur «une formule de
sécurité qui pulsse faire bais

ser la tension =, n'a pas beau-
coup progressé, PAGES2ET3
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Tory MPs accused of trying to drag
climate fight into new culture war

Exclusive
Matthew Taylor
Helena Horton

A group of Conservative politicians
andtheirallies are on the “frontline”
ofanew climate warand areattempt-
ing to derail the government's green
agenda, according to claims by lead-
ing climate scientists,

Taory MPs and peersin the Net Zero
Scrutiny Group have gained wide-
spread media coverage in the past
manth, attempting to link the goy-
ernment’s net zeroagendato the cost
of living crisis and calling for cuts to

Is Judi Dench set for her

green taxes and an increase of fossil
fuel production.

Some members claim the gov-
ernment’s plans to reach net zero
emissions by 2050 have been
dreamed up by out-of-touch elites
and would impoverish working
people, “making them colder and
poorer”. The 19 Conservatives con-
firmed tobe in the group say they do
not dispute climate science or the
need to decarbonise,

Two leading members have links
toan organisation, often described as
“iclimate sceptic”, that was founded
by the long-term climate denier
Lord Lawson. The group's chair, the

second Oscar win at 87?

5400_u1165

MP Craig Mackinlay, has also been
accused by aleading climate institute
of using misleading and inaccurate
information,

Michael Mann, one of the world's
leading authorities on climate and
author of The New Climate War, said
the group appeared to be trying to
drag climate policies into a culture
war, which he described as a “dan-
gerous new tactic being used by those
opposed toaddressing the ecological
emergency”.

“Thisis where the frontline of the
battle is now, and yes, we do have
to push back fiercely on this sort of
pernicious disinformation,” he told

‘We must push back
on this... pernicious

disinformation’

Michael Mann
Leading authority on climate

the Guardian. Tory MPs involved in
the Net Zero Scrutiny Group (NZ5G)
include the Brexit campaigner Steve
Baker, the former work and pensions
secretary Esther McVey, Robert Hal-
fon, a former schools minister, and
Peter Lilley. There are also several

Dame Judi Dench has been nominated foran
Oscar for best actress inasupporting role for her
performance in the film Belfast. She would be the
oldestactor towin the category. News Page17 =

“red wall” MPselected in 2019. Baker
isatrustee of the Global Warming Pol-
icy Foundation (GWPF), launched by
Lawsan in 2009,

The crganisation - which recently
rebranded its campaigning arm to
“net zerowatch” - ischaracterised by
its opponentsas beingone of Britain's
biggest sources of climate science
denial, a claim it denies.

It and the NZ5G of Conservative
politicians have recently turned their
attention to the costs of the govern-
ment’s decarbonisation plans,

Lord Lilley and Baker were at the

thinktank’s annual lecture oe
atthe end of November last

Johnsonin
cronyism
rOW over
Harri firm

Rowena Mason
Deputy palitical editor

Boris Johnson is facing questions
over his support for a company
that employed Guto Harri, his new
communications chief, after it
emerged the firm signed a £150m
deal in Downing Street with the
endorsement of the prime minister.

Harri, a former adviser to John-
son as London mayor, was a director
of Hydro Industries when he accom-
panied a team from the firmto No 10
in February 2020. While in No 10,
a press release from Hydro Indus-
tries revealed, they signed a $200m
(E150m) deal with an Egyptian gas
company and were provided with a
supportive quote by the prime min-
ister, with Johnson saying it was
“exactly the type of contract in the
post Brexit era that showcases the
best of UK industry®™.

The Hydro Industries team also
attended a St David’s Day
receptionat No 10 that day,



