5400_u1165

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

[ DOW JONES

N o

w o ow

TUESDAY,

FEBRUARY 8, 2022

~ VOL.

CCOLXXIX NO. 31

WSJl.com

ddede ke 55,00

DNA 2509113 & 1.3% 00043

NASDAQ 14015.67 w D.6%

STOXX 600 46528 4 0.7%

10-¥R. TREAS. & 4/

2, yield 1.915%

OIL 35132 ¥ $0.99

GOLD $1,E20.60 & 314.00

EURD £1.1443 ¥EN 115.09

What’s
News

Business 2 Finance
e d—

vidia and Japan’s Soft-

Bank are abandoning a
deal for the US. semiconduc-
tor company to buy Arm from
SoftBank after regulators
raised antitrust concerns. AL

# Frontier Group Holdings
agreed to buy S Aldr-
lines for $2.9 billion in
cash and stock in a deal
that would create a dis-
count-airline juggernaut. AL

* “The Matrix Resurrec-
tions" co-producer, Village
, sued Warner Bros,
over the decision to release
the movie simultanecusly on
HBEO Max and in theaters. Al

# The Biden administration
is preparing a wave of new
regulations, sparking re-
sistance campaigns from
lobbyists representing a
range of businesses. A2

# Peter Thiel, one of Face-
book’s earliest investors,
plans to step down from the
board of parent Meta Plat-
forms, the company said. Bl
# The SEC subpoenaed
Tesla for information about
compliance with a court-
ordered settlement requir-
ing certain of Elon Musk’s
tweets be preapproved. Bl

EVGENIA NOVOLI

OM CE: Kamila Valiewa on Monday became the first woman to land a guadruple jump in the Olympics, putting a stamp on
Russia’s dominant run in the team figure skating event at the Games. For Olympics coverage, see A13-14 and WSl.com,/Sports

Frontier and Spirit to Form
Discount-Airline Juggernaut

By AusoN SIDER

+ The S&F 500 and Nasd
fell 0.4% and 0U6%, respec-
tively. while the Dow ended
the session little c BO

# The IRS is scrapping its
use of a private facial-rec-
ognition system to authen-
ticate taxpayers’ identities
for online accounts. A3

# The U.S. agreed to lift
import tariffs on Japanese
steel imposed by the Trump
administration, removing a
longstanding irritant be-
tween the two allies. AZ

World- Wide
-

# Biden said the Russian-
built Nord Stream 2 natu-
ral-gas pipeline to Germany
would be suspended if
Russia invades Ukraine,
with the German chancellor
offering support but with-
out explicitly saying the
project would be killed. Al

# The Supreme Court
eranted Alabama’s request to
reinctate its electoral map that
has produced a House delega
tion of six white Republicans
and one Black Demaocrat, tem-
porarily iz & lonner
arder that found the map dis-
advantages Black voters. A3

# Officials in several Dem-
ocrat-led states said they
would lift mask mandates
for schools or other indoor
areas in coming weeks as
Cowid-19 cases fall. A3

+ Biden's top science ad-
wviser, Eric Lander, resigned
after an internal White House
investigation found that he
demeaned staff in violation
of the administration’s
workplace bor rules. Ad

#+ The National Archives

Florida residence, raising
guestions about his com-
pliance with federal law. A4

4+ The House passed a bipar-
tisan bill that would bar man-
datory arbitration in cases
of sexual assault and harass-
mwent. The Senate could take
it up as soon as this week. A4
* Israel an ingquiry
into allegations that police
Micidy used spyware to hack
phones of political activists,
govermment bureaucrats and
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Frontier Group Holdings
Inc. agreed to buy Spirit Air-
lines Inc. for $2.9 billion in
cash and stock in a deal that
would create a discount-airline
juggernaut.

Ultralow-cost airlines, de-
signed around cutting costs
and fares by offering a more
basic flying experience, have
upended the airline industry
in recent years. The deal un-
veiled on Monday would bring
together two of the higgest
such airlines, which the carri
ers said would create the fifth-
largest TS, airline and allow
them to compete more ageres-
sively against larger rivals.

“This transaction is centered

b

Airline domestic market share”
American

Southwest

Delta

United

Alaska
JetBiue

around creating an aggressive
ultralow fare competitor to
serve our guests even better,”
Spirit President and Chief Ex-

Russian Figure Skater Makes Olympics History With Quad
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ecutive Ted Christie said.

The companies valued the
deal at $6.6 hillion, including
the assumption of net debt

and operating leases.
The consolidation comes as
the ravel industry contines to
claw its way back toward pre-
pandemic levels despite higher
costs, labor shortages and dis-
ruptions caused by Cowid-19.
Alrlines that focus on cheap
fares for leisure travelers—as
Spirit and Frontier do—have
added capacity back more
quickly than larger rivals held
back by a slower recovery in
business amnd international
and have returned to
s growth plans. But
they face competition from
larger airlines such as Ameri-
can Airlines Group Inc. now
chasing the same customers.
Upon the deals close, Fron-
Please turntopage A4

U.S. Vows
To Halt
Pipeline
If Russia

Invades

German chancellor
doesn't explicitly
confirm project’s end if
Putin mowes on Ukraine

President BEiden said the
Russian-built Nord Stream 2
natural-gas pipeline to Ger-
many would be suspended if
Russia invades Ukraine, with

By Gordon Lubold
in Washington,
Noemie Biszerbe
in Paris and Bofan
Pancevski in Berilin

the German chancellor offer-
ing support but without ex-
plicitly saving the project
would be halted.

“If Russia invades, that
means tanks and troops cross-
ing the border of Ukraine,
again, then there will be no
longer a Nord Stream 2. We
will put an end to it,” Mr. Bi-
den said at a joint appearance
with Chancellor Olaf Scholz of
Germany after the leaders met
at the White House. “1 promise
vour, we will be able to do it.

Mr. Scholz said Germany
and the U.S. are aligned in
their positions regarding Mos-
cow's potential invasion of
Ukraine. In keeping with his
past statements, e didn't cite
suspending the pipeline spe-
cifically as among the steps
his government is ready to
take to punish Russia.

“We are acting together, We
are absolutely united, and we
will not be taking any steps.
woe wiill do the same steps, and
they will be very, very hard to
Russia, and they should under-

Flease rurn to page A7

# Heard on the Street: Europe
rethinks Russian gas..._. B10

Two Years Into Pandemic,
Shoppers Are Still Hoarding

-

Bulk buying becomes a habit amid supply uncertainty and inflation

By Lisa BANNON

about 25% more a week on food and staples

Alexis Abell recently walked out of a BI's
Wholesale Club cutside Buffalo, N.Y., with 24
boxes of Kraft Macaroni & Cheese, a box of 50
fromen mozzarella sticks, a 20-pound bag of
basmati rice and a 12-can pack of garbanzo

beans.

“I don't want to be in a position again where
I can’t get something,” says Ms. Abell, a 41-
vear-old mother of five, who was laid off from
her retail job at a guilt shop in 2020 and de-

cided not to return to work.

she says.

than before the pandemic, and she is buying
more than twice as much of some staples and
household supplies.

“The stimulus money is gone, but we've got-
ten used to having more on hand and I'm cook-
ing more at home, so I expect this to continue,”

Retailers and analyvsts predicted that the
balke buying in the early days of the pandemic,
when supplies of many goods were constrained,
would subside once people returned to work,

stores were able to restock and vaccinations be-

She estimates her family is now spending

Please furn fo page A9

Nvidia, SoftBank
Call Off Blockbuster
Chip-Designer Deal

By RoEERT WaLL

Nvidia Corp. and Japan's
SoftBank Group Corp. are
abandoning a blockbuster deal
for the U.S5. semiconductor
company to acquire chip-de-
sign specialist Arm after regu-
lators raised antitrust con-
cerns, a person familiar with
the matter said.

SoftBank, which owns Arm.
now plans to pursue a public
listing for the British-based
chip business, the person said.

Nvidia in September 2020

agreed to buy Arm for $40 bil-
lion from SoftBank in what
would have been the chip in-
dustry’s biggest deal ever. The
nominal value of the deal had
risen along with Nvidia's share
price, which has advanced
sharply in the intervening time
amid booming semiconductor
demand.

The proposed deal guickly
raised evebrows with regula-
tors and chip-making rivals.
The Federal Trade Commission
in December sued to block the

Please turn to page A2

Warner Bros.

By JoE FLINT

In the latest battle ower
streaming, the co-producer of
“The Matrix Resurrections™
sued Warner Bros., claiming
the decision to release the
movie simultaneously on HBO
Max and in theaters breached
their contract.

The suit by Village Road-
show Entertainment Group is

Sued in HBO “Matrix’ Move

a fresh volley in a growing in-
dustry fight as big media com-
panies faver streaming over
traditional distribution.
Warner Bros. parent War-
nerMedia, a unit of AT&T Inc.,
put its entire 2021 slate of
movies on its sister streaming
service HBO Max at the same
time as their theatrical re-
lease. The studio also moved
the release date of “The Ma-

trix Resurrections” to 2021
from 2022 in an effort to help
HBO Max attract more sub-
seribers, the lawsuit alleged.
“WE's sole purpose in mow-
ing the release date of “The
Matrix Resuwrrections’ forward
was to create a desperately
needed wave of yvear-end HBEO
Max premium subscriptions
from what it knew would be a
Please furn fo page AG
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Peter Thiel to leave
Meta hoard to focus
ng pro-Trump
candldateﬁ. B1

Realtors Embrace Brutal Honesty.
‘Smells Like a Farmtown.’

ae

Agents hope advance truth-telling will avert

buyer’s remorse amid relocation boom

By JENnIFER LEVITE

Dallas real-estate agent
Richard Soto released a video
on YouTube last year touting
his state’s many benefits, in-
cluding a growing econocmy,
low cost of living and friendly
neighbors. He also included
warnings for why people might

not want to move to Texas.
“The landscape is kind of
boring: there’s not much to look
at,” he says, whisking viewers
through a wvirtual tour, with a
stop in a subdivision of big new
homes.
His umvarnished observations
in the video range from the Au-
Please turn to page A9
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Insuring the planet

Climate risk can bring the industry
back to life — paTRICK JENKINS, PAGE &

Anarchy and ads

Reddit’s tricky marketing pitch
ahead of listing

USA $2.50 Camada C53.00

No streets of gold

Graduates fail to follow Whittington's

path to London — saraH o

"CONMNOR, PAGE 17

I'able talk
Macron seeks
to avoid war

Viadimir Putin, left, sits q.ulim-il.e
Emmanue] Macron at a long oval table
i the Kremblin, Moscow, yesterday.
French president Macron told his
Russian coun that he was seek-
ing “a collecthvehy usefal answer for Rus-
sta andd for all of Enrepe”™ to prevent war
EnUkraine and buikl stability and trust.
Putin thanked Macron for being “very
active in developing fundamental dedi-
slons™ regarding European secarity.
Meanwhile, josep Borrell, the ELVs top
forelgn policy officlal, warped that the
Ukraine crisis represented “the most
dangerous moment for European secu-
rity since the end of the cold war™.
MHews & analysis page™
Big Read paga 15
Gidean Rachman page 17

ECBrate expectatlons force up
Greek and Italian borrowing costs

» Bond vields jump & Selling pressure rises & Lagarde plays down sudden policy shift

MARTIM ARNOLD — FRANKELRT

Eorrowing costs for southerm surozone
governments jumped close to pre-
pandemic highs yesterday as investors
adjiusted to signs that the Buropean Cen-
tral Bank could raise interest rates as
soon as this year in respense to the glo-
bal waveof inflation.

The ECE has trodden a careful line on
the prospect of rate rises for several
months as inflatlon has persistently
risen, promising to keep financing con-
ditions favourable untl] the eurczone
e my rebounds from the pandeemic.

Bt while the bank had continued ta
forecast that Inflation would drop below
its 2 per cent Larget over the medium
term, Christine Lagarde signalled a
“haowlkish” shift last week by refusing for

MARINE LE PEMN ﬂ

Le Pen seeks favour In
the court of the far-right

Marine Le Pen, laadar of France's
far-right Rassemblement National, s
facing a pawer struggle wort by af the
court of versallles. As she seeks to
rake The Elysie, same af her slkes have
defected 1o the camp of Eric Zemmour,
the anti-mmigration polemicist who is
frying to claim a share of her vore, At
the same fime, her charismatic niece
amd rival. Marion Maréchal is weighing
a pefitical comeback and hinted at
backing Zemmaur,

Quast for the crown « PAGE 2

the first time to rule out a rate rise this
year. The ECE president pointed to
“unanimous concern” on the bank’s
governing council ever record eurozone
inflationof 5.1 per cent in January.

At the weekend, Klaas Knot, head of
ithe Dutch central bank, became the first
ECE council member to say publicly
that it shou ld raise rates this year, warn-
ing that eurozone in flation would stay at
4 per cent for mostof 2002, He called on
the ECB to end net bond purchases "as
so0n as possible” in preparation for mis-
Ing rates in the fourth quarter.

In response, a drop in eurozone bond
prices sent ﬂu\d:ﬂ?on talian 10-year
bonds up 01 percentage polnts to 184
per cent — back to levels reached in
April 2020 after the pandermdc hit.

The spread between Ialian 10-year

LAUREN IOV IK — LONDON

Daolce & Gabbana is tapping into a
boom in high-end perfumes and cos-
methes by bringing its €476mn whole-
sale beauty business in-house aflter
three decades of outsourcing.

A new Dolee & Gabbana beauty division
will take over development, manufac-
turing and distribution of the brand's
fragrance and make-up products from
Shisekdo, as part of a drive to diversify its
revenue streames beyond fashion.

“We will be the first Italian fashion
brand to the beauty category in-
homse,” Gianbuca Toniola, the new oper-
ating chief executive of Doloe & Gab-
bana Beauty and former managing
director of global travel retall at LVMH,
told the Financial Times.

Although huxury fashion bramds have
been part of the beanty market since

borrowing costs and those of Germany
— a key measure of stress in eurozone
bond markets — rose to 163
points, its highest level since Juby 2020,

The drop was even greater in Greek
10-year bonds Theiryield rose 0.3 per-
centage polnts to 2.55 per cent — the
highest level since June 2019, sclling
pressure was widespread and Spanish
20-year yhelds rose above 1.1 per cent for
the first time for almost three years.

Analysts sald the bond market was
adjusting to the increased likelihood
that the ECE could bring met asset pur-
«chases tovan end in the next few months,
opening the door to its first interest rate
rise for mate thana decade.

“We are ending a period of negative
rates — even Greek bond yields turned
megative last year — and we are sesing

' Dolce & Gabbana scents opportunity
in bringing beauty business in-house

Chanel ntroduced s ficst fragrance I
1921, they remain small players com-
pared with sector leaders such as
Lioréal and Unilever,

Only a handful of fashion brands,
including Chanel and Dior, manage the
manufzctaring and distribution of their
beauty products. Most Heense thelr
mamses tothird-party specialists,

Japamese cosmetics group Shiseldo
last year disclosed plans toterminate its
licensing deal with the Italian fashion
Teoase o frcus.on itsskincare business.

Taking a beauty business in-house
can be costly. Burberry briefly took
ownership of its beauty business in 2013
bant reached a Hicensing deal with Coty in
2047

Altonso Dolce, Dolce & Gabbana's
«chief executive, believes beauty can bea
substantially larper business for the
group. The company forecasts anmual

a repositioning of the market,” said
Carsten Brreskd at ING.

However, he sald investors seemed to
have “moved completely to the other
extreme” by pricing in an ECE rate rise
by Jane, adding the earliest he counld

Christine imagine such a move was September,

Lagarde points Selling in Ialian, Greek and Spanish
o ‘unanimous debt cased later after Lagarde played
CcoBcermn’ on down the chances of a sudden shift by
the European saying there was “no need to mash toany
Central Bank’s premature concluslon at this point in
governing time — the outlook is way too uncer-
council over taln”. Shetold the Enropean Parliament:
record 5.1 “Thers are no signals that inflation will

cent inflation

e persistenthy andslgmﬁcmtl‘y above

our targetover the

Lq-.ﬂ-n-g;u.m-mmm pages

Bonds sell-off page 10
HMohamed ERErian page T

beauty retail sabes will expand by mors
than €1bn to £2.5bn in seven years, gen-
erating about €1.25bn In anmuwal whole-
sale revenue., Doloe & Gabbana is imvest-
ing€300mm in the venture.

“Itsa very healthy and very exciting
market they are godng inte,” sald Larissa
Jensen, beauty industry adviser at mar-
ket research group MPTL

All big beauty categories grew in the
US in 2021, but none faster than the
#6.5bn fragrance industry, which was up
35 per cent on pre-pandemic levels,
“Thereare more buyers spending more

The new division plans to introduce
“wery rare, Rallan-quality” scents, with
launches costing about 50 per cent more
than Dolce & Gabbana fragrances cur-
rently on the market. “We have to go at
the very high end.,” Tonbalo sald.
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» Credit Suisse dirty money trial opens
The bank has become the first in Swiss history to
answer criminal charges as itfaced a
md.l(tnmiillrnhuﬁtpmrmd millions for the
Bulgarian mafks between 2004 and 2008.— PACE &

» Cyberspying claims halt Netanyahu trial
Benjamin Netanyahu's trial for corruption has been
thirown intes disarray after an lsraeli newspaper
alleged that hacked the phones of the former
premier’s aides and son without a warrant.— sace 2
= Chinese [Ilﬂlm;}llﬂ.ﬂl Feng allegations
Beijing and Olympdcs

have released details of two o
carefully controlled encounters
‘with tenmnis star Peng Shuoai,
who bad accused an official of
sexual assault. — Fase &

= Sepul ditches test-and-trace

South Korea has abandoned its system of dalhy
check-up calls and GPS monitoring after reaching
1mn cases at the weekend. Seoul said it would focus
resources on the ebderly and vulnerable.— pace &

= Frontier to buy Sprint for $6.6bn

The LIS low-cost carrier has agreed to acquire its
rival in what would be the Arst blg alrllme merger
sinsce the industry was hit by travel bans to stem the
spread of coronavines in 2020.— FASE & LEX. PAGE 18

= Companics’ net-zero claims face fire

A report from European pressure groups has found
that 25 of the biggest companies, including Mestls,

Unilever, BMW, Eon and Accenture, planned to cut
emissions by only 40 per cent on average.— PAGE &

» Tesla over Musk funding tweet
The electric carmaker has recelved a subpoena
from the US securities regulator over its compliance
‘with & 2016 settlernent that resobved a dispute over
«chief Elon Musk's infamous tweet.— pacs o

Datawatch

Earnings gap
% growdh in LIS real pre-tax Income
since 1976, by wage bracket

Pre-tax earsings
i e LS e

v oo back
Trom & pardemic
dip for all incorse
brackets — much

1978 1990 2000 2010 2002
Source: sty of Calfornia. Bertaley
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giving way to seme sunshine with a
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A convoy of truck drivers has paralyzed Canada's capital.

E BURSTOM/GETTY IMAGES

They oppose the mandatory vaccination of truckers crossing the border.

”.  Putin Has West Guessing

Fven After Macron’s Visit

Stark Warnings Over Uhkraine as French

Leader Describes

This  article  is by  Anton
Trolanovski, Roger Cohen and Katie
Rogers.

MOSCOW — President Viadi-
mir V. Putin said he was prepared
to keep negotiating over Russia’s
security demands in Eastern Eu-
rope but offered a stark warning
aver the possibility of a full-scale
war between Russia and the West
— using a five-hour meeting with
his French counterpart on Mon-
day 1o keep the world guessing
about his intentions.

Mr. Putin said that proposals
made by President Emmanuel
Macron of France in their one-on-
one meeting at the Kremlin were
“wo early to speak abowt™ but
could create =a foundation for our
further steps” Mr Macron, in a
joint news conference with Mr
Putin after their hastily scheduled
meeting, deseribed the coming
daye as potentially decisive in
heading off what the West fears
could be a Russian invasion of
Ukraine.

“We are in a situation of ex-
treme tension, a degree of incan-
-e that Europe has rarely

Electric Cars Set for Breakthrough as Sales Soar

By JACK EWING
and NEAL E. BOUDETTE

Sales of cars powered solely by
batteries surged in the United
Sl.alea Europe and China last

ear, while deliveries of fossil fuel
\.ehlcles were stagnant. Demand
for electric cars is so strong that
manufacturers are requiring buy-
ers to put down deposits months
in advance. And some models are
effectively sold out for the next
e years.

Battery-powered cars are haw-
ing a breakthrough moment and
will enter the mainstream this
year as automakers begin selling
electric versions of one of Ameri-
cans' favorite vehicle type: pickup
trucks, Their arrival represents
the biggest upheaval in the auto

Some Models Are Sold
Out for 2 Years, and
Pickups Are Next

industry since Henry Ford intro-
duced the Model T inm 1908 and
could have far-reaching conse-
guences for [actory workers, busi-
nesses  and  the  environment
Tailpipe emissions are among the
largest contributors to climate
change.

While electric vehicles still ac-
eount for a small slice of the mar-
ket — nearly 9 percent of the new
cars sold last yvear worldwide
were electric, up from 2.5 percent
in 2019, according to the Interna-

tional Energy Agency — their rap-
il growth could make 2022 the
vear when the march of battery-
powered cars became unstop-
pable, erasing any doubt that the
internal combustion engine is
lurching toward obsolescence.

The proliferation of electric cars.
will improve air quality and help
slow global warming. The air in
Southern California is already a
hit cleaner thanks to the popular-
ity of electric ve there., And
the boom is a rare piece of good
news for President Biden, who
has struggled to advance his cli-
mate agenda in Congress.

The auto industry is en track 1o
invest half a rillion dollars in the
next five years to make the transi-
tion to electric vehicles, Wedbush

Continued on Page ALl
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The giant slalom saw many falls, including Mina O’Brien of the ULS., who was carried off. Page B10.

Ottawa Protest
Stirs Far Right
Around World

This article is by Catherine Porter,
Tan Austen and Sheera Frenkal

OTTAWA — Eloven days into
an unruly occupation against co-
ronavirus restrictions that has
paralyzed Canada’s capital, the
protests have become a rallying
ery for powerful far-right and anti-
wvaccine groups around the world
that have made the cause their
v,

The demonstration in Cttawa
started in January as a loosely or-
ganized convoy of truck drivers
and protesters rumbling across
the country o oppose the manda-
Lory vaccination of truckers cross-
ing the US-Canada border It
soon  attracted the support of
other Canadians exhausted by
nearly two yvears of pandemic re-
strictions.

Some wereclearly on the fringe,
wearing Mazi symbols and dese-
crating public monuments. But
many described themselves as or-
dinary Canadians driven to take
to the streets by desperation.

“They keep doing the same
thing, and it's not working,” sai
Nicole Vandelanr, a 31-year-old
hairdresser protesting in the capi-
tal. “They have to do something
else. No more lockdowns. Let us
live our lives,

On Sunday, after a weekend of
boistersus  demonstrations, the
authorities in Ottawa declared a
state of emergency and said the
palice were overwhelmed., “We
continue o employ all available
afficers, there are no days off” the
Ottawa police chief, Peter Slaly,
said Monday. " This is not sustain-
abler

The message at the heart of the
protests — that government has
been overreaching for too long —
has resonated far away across
Canada’s borders,

Continued on Page A8

India Officials Are Silent as Hate Speech Against Muslims Grows

This article is by Mujil Mashal,
Suhasini Raj and Hari Kunar.

HARIDWAR, India — The po-
lice officer arrived at the Hindu
temple here with a warning o the
monks: Don't repeat your hate
speech.

Ten days earlier, before a
packed auwdience and thousamds
watching online, the monks had

called for wviolence against the
country's mJ'I]EII‘J[‘}' Mus| ns. The
monks’ speeches, in one of India’s
holiest cities, promoted a genocid-
al campaign to “kill two million of
them" and urged an ethnic cleans-
ing of the kind that targeted Ro-
hingva Muslims in Myanmar.
When videos of the event pro-
voked national outrage, the palice
came, The saffron-clad preachers

A Movement Emerges
From the Fringes

questioned whether the officer
could b objective,

Yati Narsinghanand,  the
event's firebrand organizer
known for his viclent rhetoric, as-

suaged their concerns.

“Biased?” Mr Narsinghanand
said, according to a video of the in-
teraction. “He will be on our side.”
he added, as the monks and the of-
ficer broke into laughter

Once considered fringe, extro-
mist elements are increasingly
taking their militant message into
the mainstream, stirring up com-

Continuwed on Page A9

known in the past decades” Mn
Macron said.

The meeting came as President
Biden hosted Chancellor  Olaf
Scholz of Germany at the White
House to ocordinate a trans-At-
lantic response Lo a potential at-
tack on Ukraine, underscoring
intense unease in the \West
touched off by Mr Putin's enor-
mous  troop  buildup  around
Ukraine's borders.

Mr. Biden said on Monday that
Wespern countries would take a
“ymited” approach to rising ten-
sions  between  Russia  and
Ukraine, and he vowed that a con-

‘Extreme Tension’

troversial gas pipeline project de-
signed to send gas from Russia to
Germany would not go forward in
the event of a military invasion.

My Putin appeared to relish the
attenthon and signaled he was
prepared to draw out the mystery
around his next moves that has
turned the Russian troop buildup
into the West's most urgent crisis.
The Russian leader is an avid geo-
political tactician, and Monday's
concurrent talks in Moscow and in
wWashington showeased his ability
o force the West to pay atten
to the Kremlins longstanding
grievances over MATO'S expan-
sion to Russia’s borders.

But whether that attention will
be enough to satisfy M. Putin is
far from clear. Some analysts
worry that his engagement in di-
plomacy in recent weeks is merely
buying time for Russia’s military
vo make final preparations for an
invasion.

Mr. Putin said Russia was still
working on a new written re-
sponse in its back-and-forth with
MNATO and the United States over
the security architecture of East-
ern Europe, predicting that
sdialogue” would continue even
though he said the West had ig-
nored Russia’s principal  de-
mands.

He told reporters at the Kremlin
that if Ukraine were to join NATO
— a scenario that Western offi-
ls characterize as a far-off pos-
hility, but one that the Kremlin
describes as an existential threat
— a wider war would folloa.

“Do you want France 1o go o
war with Russia?” Mr Putin said
in amn cering a French reporter’s
question, claiming that a NATO-

Continued on Page A6

Justices Restore
Vote Map Said
To Dilute Rights

By ADAM LIPTAK

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court on Monday  re-
instated an  Alabama  congres-
stonal map that a lower court had
said diluted the power of Black
wolers, suggesting that the court
was poised to become more skep-
tical of challenges to voting maps
based on claims of race discrimi-
nation.

The vote was 5 to 4, with Chief
Justice John G, Roberts Jr joining
the court's three liberal members
in dissent.

The Supreme Court™s brief or-
der, which included no reasoning,
was provisional, staying a lower
court’s decision while the case
moves forward. The justices said
they would hear Alabama’s appeal
of the lower court’s ruling, but
they did not say when.

Both the stay and the decision
to hear the case indicated that the
court is open o sw:akuung e
role race may play in drawing v
ing districts for federal elections,
selling up a major new Lest of the
Vouing Rights Act in a court that
has gradually limited the reach of
the Law in other contesxts.

The dispute in Alabama is part
of a pitched redistricting battle

laying out across the country,
with Democrats and Republicans
alike challenging electoral dis-
tricts as unlawful gerrymanders.
Those challenges have mostly
been filed in state courts, meaning
the Supreme Court is unlikely to
intervene.

Civil rights leaders and some
Democrats say the redistricting
process  often  disadvantages
Erowing minority  communities.
Republican state officials say the
Constitution alkvars only a lmited

Contirnued on Page A12
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mer Rivera p'ezu:l{-d auilty.

Disgraced Head
Of N.Y. Shelters
Admits Bribery

By AMY JULIA HARRIS

The former head of one of the
largest operstors of homeless
shelters in New York pleaded
guilty on Monday to pocketing
hundreds of thousands of dollars
in bribes from contractors in a
scheme that went on for years, as
homelessness in the city grew to
record numbers.

Wictor Rivera, the founder and
former chief executive of the non-
profit Bronx Parent Housing Net-
work, admitted o accepting kick-
backs from contractors working
with the organization and laun-
dering the money through entities
e controlled, aocordll1gtotbec|ty

partment of Investigation_

As part of the plea agreement,
Mr Rivera is expected to face a
prison sentence and, according to
federal court documents, he has
agreed o forfeit $1.2 million

The case marked a steep fall for
a man whose power, influence and
wealth grew along with the num-
ber of people living in the city’s
homeless shelters and on the
streets. Singe 2017, Mr. Rivera’s or-
ganization has received more
than $274 million in city funding to
operate shelters.

Corttinued on Page Al4

INTERMNATIONAL A4-9

Spyware Hits Home in Israel
The government will review whether
spyware was illegally used by the police
against its own citizens, PAGE A7

Sudan’s Push for Democracy

Hundreds of loosely connected “resist-
ance committees” are protesting and
demanding civilian rule.

PAGE Ad
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MNATIONAL AlLO-15

Trump Turns Over Documents
Boxes improperly taken from the White
House were sent to the National Ar-
chives, and questions lingered about

the Presidential Records Act,  PAGE AlZ
MN.Y.P.D. Deaths Shaped Mayor
Eric Adams’s views on policing are thed
in part to his relationships with families

of officers killed on the job, as well as
with police abuse victims. PAGE AlS

Mo Free Community College

In a speech on Monday, the first lady

acknowledged that her signature legis-
lative initiative is "no longer” in the
Demacrats’ spending bill. PAGE AlZ

BUSINESS B1-5

Big Brother Watches Grandpa
Some municipalities in rapidly aging
Japan are using surveillance technolo-
gies to try o protect lost and wandering
elderly people, PAGE BI

Low-Cost Airlines to Merge
Frontier and Spirit say ing forces

would create a carrier able to compete
against the Big 4 airlines. PAGE B1

SPORTS B6-15
Baseball’s Long-Term Problems

The lockout may delay the season, but
the game shoukd address a bigger is-
sue: improving the product.  FAGE Bl4

SCIENCE TIMES D1-8&

A Raptor’s Home Base

A bald eagle named Rover has been
terrorizing gulls and delighting bird-
watehers in Central Park, PAGE D4

Covid-Infected Wild

ife

White-tailed deer could become a reser-
vair for the vires, purtting people and
animals at risk, experts say.

FPAGE D1

S

g

ARTS C1-6

Exploring the Cosby Legacy

W, Kamau Bell's documentary series is
a model of how to engage honestly with
disgraced artists and their art.  PAGE C1

Spotify Stands by Joe Rogan

After the podeaster's apology for wsing &
slur, a company executive said, “cancel-

ing voices is a slippery slope)”  PAGEC3
OPINION Al18.10
Michelle Goldberg PAGE AlS
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Health
bill died
but fight

goes on

State Democrats cling
to single-payer but
struggle to move from
ideclogy to policy.

By Taryn Lusa
AND MELODY GUTIERREZ

SACRAMENTO —
There's no bigger litmus test
in the California Democratic
Party than where a politi-
cian stands on single-payer
healthcare.

But the anemic perform-
ance and unspectacular de-
mise last week of another bill
to launch the model in the
Golden State shows that
may be all it is,

Bogged down by political
tension and unanswered
qguestions about its enor-
mous price tag, legislation to
guarantee medical coverage
to every resident by levying
billions in new taxes died in
thc.qssemb]} without a floor

"ELB KO0 waSs an exercise
in abstract morality,”
William Hsiao., professor
e ritus of economics.at the
Harvard T.H. Chan School
of Public Health, said of the
failed legislation. “It's a
dream plan. If you want to
put out a plan that has a re-
alistic chance at passapge
and serious consideration,
you have to have serious cost
estimates.™

Still, the debate over sin-
gle-payer in California isn™t
going ssvay — even if bills go
nowhere at all.

For decades, Democrats
at the state Capitol have
tried and failed to transition
single-payer from a widely
shared ideology that every
person deserves affordable
care to a policy that would
replace what many consider
a broken healthecare system
that puts profits over the
well-being of the state's resi-
dents.

Yet each year, lawmakers
spend less time publicly vet-
ting the merits of enacting
such a complicated and rev-
alutionary system than they
do getting mired in the poli-
ties  surrounding  single-
payer.

MNurses and unions battle
doctors and insurers. Party
progressives threaten the
political careers of anyone
they consider a “corporate
Democrat” who could stand
in the way Legislation is
tossed around the state Sen-
ate and Assembly like a hot
potate. The govermor dis-
tances himself. And at some
point, allies turn on one an-

[ See Single-payer AG]
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SUPER BOWL

Lvi

Avimn . Senanxs Los Angeles Tinses

THE UPPER decks at SoFi Stadium, empty ahead of a Jan. 30 game between the Rams and 48ers, foel rela-
tively close to the action. Archivectural studio HEKS® vertical focus pushed accessibility "at every price point.™

Even its cheap seats are VIP

SoFi Stadium’s dreamy views come with transit snarl

CAROLINA A.
MIRANDA

Wihen it
ocomes to
the design
innovations
of football
stadiurms in

s
would seem that a good deal
ofthe innovating has been
reserved primarily for the
Tuxury suites.
Florida's Hard Rock
Stadium, where the Miami
Dolphins play, features
so-called “living roorm
boxes™ stocked with reclin-
ers and private television

THE RAMS' Nick Scott gets a pregame introduac-
tion under the stadium™s massive tent-like roof.

screens. Al Levi's Stadium
in Santa Clara, the arena
the San Francisco 48ers call
home, a landscaped rooftop
reception terrace shaded
with solar panels offers
views of the game as well as
Silleon Valley for those with
access to the sulte tower: At
Arrowhead Stadium in
Eansas City, Mo, Lthe own-
er's suite comes with foot-
ball-themed stained glass,
while TLAA Bank Field in
Jacksonville, Fla., went full
fall-of-Rome in a recent
architectural revamp, add-
ing private cabanas that
come stocked with a swim-
ming pool on the

[See SoFi, A12]

THE COMMERCIALS: Agencies spend up to $7 million on winning over ad-averse audiences. CALENDAR, E1

O.C. grapples with racism, past and present

Slurs directed at a
Black student-athlete
in January highlight
long-standing issues.
By Hanwman FrRY

Watching his son play
basketball at Laguna Hills
High School, Terrell Brown
couldnt shake an uneasy
feeling.

Hehasrelt it before in Or-

ange County, where he and
his family are often the only
Black people in a room.

Fans of the home team,
the Eagles, and the visiting
Portola High Bulldogs
slammed their feet against
the wood bleachers amnd
screamed. It was a type of
energy that often makes for
an exciting game.

But the vibe was off,
Brown recalled.

He was soon proved
right. His son, Makai, be-
came the target of racial

slurs  shouted from the
stands by a Laguna Hills
student.

A video capturing the
slurs at the Jan. 21 basket-
ball game has generated
widespread outrage. The
family was interviewed by
Don Lemon on CNMN. A
group of local businessmen
@ave Makai a S20,000 college
scholarship.

But Brown and others
are wondering what will
change in a county where
racial taunts of students of

color, particularly at sport-
ing events, still happen with
alarming regularity.

Brown, who moved to
Irvine from the Atlanta area
about four years ago., said
the overt racism of the
South is in some ways easier
to deal with than Orange
County racism.

“The microaggressions
here are worse,” sald Brown,

8. "The guy with the Con-
federate flag. he's letting you
know he's a racist. He's mak-

Seec Racism, A7)

BEIJING OLYMPICS

Shiffrin banks on
rise after the fall

In two years, the face
of women'’s skiing has
experienced tragedy,
injury and the virus.

BY NATHAN FENNO

BELIING — Early Mon-
day morning, text messages
flew back and forth between
Mikaela Shiffrin and her
brother Taylor long before
the sun rose over the barren
brown mountains streaked
with rivers of artificial smow
at the Yanqging National
Alpine Centre

Taylor Shiffrin kidded his
sister about being up so
early before her first race at
these Winter Olympics, de-
fending the gold medal she
won in the giant slalom four
years ago. It was the start of
anambitious week and a half
in which she could chase

medals in five individual
events.

Then the unthinkable
happened.

Seconds into the first of
two runs down the steep
course dubbed the “lce
River,” Mikaela Shiffrin
missed a gate. fell on her
side, then skied off. It was
the first giant slalom she
failed to complete in four
years, The day ended with
nothing for the world’s maost
dominant female skier other
than shock and questions.

“I won't ever get over

[Sec Shiffrin. A4d]

RORERT F. BUKATY Assacioted Press

MIKAELA SHIFFRIN, a medal favorite of the United States, loses control and
skis off course during her first run of the women's giant slalom on Monday.,

Biden makes new
threat to Russia
The pre:
allies will
to pipeline if Ukraine is
attacked. WORLD, A3

MNun gets 1 year for
$835,000 fraud

Sister Mary Margaret
Kreupar, 80, apologizes
for bilking Torrance

school. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Paid sick leave for
COVID approved
A bill passed by state
lawmakers would give
most workers up to two
weaals off. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Sunny and very warmnm.
L.A. Basin: 30/57. B6

7 ||||35944H

latimes.com

State
to ease
mask

order
Feb. 16

The mandate will be

relaxed for vaccinated
people. L.A. and other
counties can retain
stricter local rules.

By RoNG-GonNa Law IT,

LUEE MONEY

AND PHIL WILLON

FRANCISCO —
With the Omicron co-
ronavirus surge rapidly re-
ceding, California will 1ift its
universal mask mandate for
indeor public places next
week, state officials an-
nounced Monday.

The lifting of the man-
date will apply to counties
without local mask orders of
thelr own, such as San Di-
ego, Orange. Riverside and
San Bernardino counties, as
well as swaths of the San
Joaguin Valley. Counties can
still opt to retain local mask
orders, as Los Angeles
County will do.

While this move doesn't
mean face coverings willbe a
thing of the past — they still
will be required for unvacci-
nated residents indoors and
for everyone in select set-
tings,. such as nursing homes
or while aboard public tran-
sit — relaxing the roughly
2-month-old order reflects
the progress California has
made in its battle against
Omicron, even as officials
say continued vigilance will
be vital in keeping the state
onthe right track.

“Omicron has loosened
its hold on California, vac-
cines forchildren under 5 are
arcound the corner and ac-
oess  to COVID-18  treat-
ments isimproving,” said Dr.
Tomas J. Aragon, the state's
director of public health and
health officer. “With things
moving in the right diree-
tion, we are making respon-
sible maodifications Lo
COVID-19 prevention mea-
sures, while also continuing
to develop a longer-term ae-
tion plan for the state.™

California's existing in-
door mask mandate will re-
main in place through Feb.
15 as previously scheduled,
officials sald. At that time,
the state will also increase
the attendance thresholds
for indoor and outdoor
“mega events”™ — which are
subject to additional recom-
mendations and require-
ments surrounding e 38
ronavirus testing and vacci-
nation verification — from
500 to 1,000, and 5000 to
10,000, respectively.

In a sign of potentially
more selzmic moves to
come, state officials also an-
nounced Monday they are
working to update school
masking requirements. Cur-
rently, everyone on a H-12
campus must wear masks
indoors.

California isn't alone in
weighing such changes as
much of the country
emerges quickly from the
latest COVID-18 wave, Just
this week, officials in Con-
necticut, Delaware, Mew Jer-
sey and Oregon also an-
nounced timelines for relax-
ing their own mask require-
ments.

The state also is Hfting
the requirement that wvisi-
tors to hospitals and nursing
homes test negative for the
coronavirus.,

While many are eager to
return to pre-pandemic life,
some public health officials
and experts remain wary of
removing all guardrails,
aware that new coronavirus
wvariants are possible in the

[See Masks, A5]

Troubled nursing
home to shut down
Bakersfield facility had
19 residents dice carly in
pandemic. CALIFORNIA, Bl

BUSINESS INSIDE

: A twist on a controversial housing model is gaining steam in [..A. A8
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A woman glves a thumb-up to truckers on Parllament Hi In Ottawa on Monday. Thelr protest, which has been golng on for a week and
i hialf, Is blocking streets In the Canadlan capital and distressing residents. Tts also Insplring protests In other countries,

Canada struggles to rein in protest

BY JENNIFER HASSAN
AND AMANDA COLETTA

Canada’s capital is long used
to hosting  protests, But the
self-described Freedom Convoy
has been an unusual and intimi-
dating presence in Ottawa since
it rolled up nearly a doze:
ago with its snowhalling
grievances, from opposition to
vaccine mandates and lock-
downs to antipathy toward re-
cently reelected Prime Minister
Justin Trodean.

Big rigs and other wehicles
continue to block crucial down-
town arteries, snarling traffic,
blaring their horns and fraying

Police try to cut supplies
to end unprecedented
disruption in Ottawa

residents’ nerves. The protest
has forced several businesses to
close hecanse of safety concerns.
National monuments are now
fenced off after protesters dese-
crated them. In a surreal scene,
a man on horseback traveled
down a road in front of Parlia-
ment over the weekend, waving
aTrump 2024 flag.

Ottawa Police Chief Peter

Sloly has ealled it a “siege”™
Ontario Premier Doug Ford cast
it as an “cccupation.”

The convoy, h has at-
tracted the attention of combat-
ants in the U.S. culture wars and
drawn support from former
president Donald Tromp and
Elon Musk, is spurring solidari-
v demonstrations elsewhe)
Canada and inspiring similar
protests from Europe to Aus-
tralia. As it drags on, questions
are mounting about what critics
say has been the insufficlent
response of authorities — and
what comes next.

“It’s so unprecedented that as
we watched it, and as the police

and government watched it ap-
i, they could not l'\.,L"UL.-
for what it was™ said
Michuel Ke a, a criminologist
at the University of Ottawa, “1t
was fguratively outside our
conceptual frame for what was
possible for the city of Ottasa or

for a protest in Canada™
Police have now hegun trying
to choke off the snpply lines of
food, fuel and other goods that
have sustained the protesters,
Ontawa Mayor Jim Watson de-
clared a state of emergency on
Sumnday, saying authorities were
“losing the battle™ against
groups that were “calling the
SEE CANADA ON A7

Biden: Pipeline
dead if Russia
invades Ukraine

THREAT ISSUED AS GERMAN LEADER VISITS

Scholz stops short of a promise to halt Nord Stream 2

BY Mlssy Ryan,
RICK NOACK,
RoByN DIxonN
AND RACHEL PANNETT

President Biden vowed Mon-
day that a or European en-
ergy pipeline would be aban-
doned if Russia sends forces into
Ukraine, imber yimy, pressure
on the Kremlin as Western head-
ers attempt to stave off a renewed
assault on the continent’s eastern

Biden issued the threat after
talks with German Chancellor
olaf  Scholz, whose recently
formed government has pledged
to take part in Western retalia-
tion should Bussia seize more
Ukrainian territory, as it did in

the 2014 annexation of Crimea.
But Germany has stopped
short of explicitly promising to
halt the $11 billion Nord Stream 2
project, which would bring Rus-
sian gas to energy-hungry Euro-
pean consumers. On  Monday,
Scholz said only that his country
was “absolutely united™ with the
United States and other NATO
allies, “and we will not be taking
different steps.™
Biden, in contrast, told report-
ers at the White House that <if
SEE UKRAINE ON AS

Seeking shelter: In Kyiv, residents
mudl how to hide if war arrves. A8

“Working together': U.S., German
leaders emphasize unity. AB

Conn.. N.J.. Del. to end
school mask mandates

Demoe
join national shift away
from virus restrictions

BY LAURA MECKLER
AanD PavLiva Finozn

The Democratic governors of
New Jersey, Connecticut and Dwel-
aware will lift mask requirements
for schools in the coming weeks,
reflecting a nationwide shift away
from restrictions as coronavirus
caseload numbers fall and politi-
cal pressures for a return to nor-
malcy rise.

“Teachers,
el

school boards and
rutors have been fi
ercely over mask polic
sehool year. Most recently, Vire-
ginia Gov. Glenn Youngkin (H)
banned districts from requiring
masks in schools on his first day
in office last month, prompting
several lawsuits to allow districts
to keep them in place.

In one camp are those who
argue that masks are essential oo
slow transmission of the virus
and keep schools open for in-
persen learning. In another are
those who say the pandemic has
SEE MASKS ON A4

Virglnla: A sult against Younghkin's
mask-aptional order was tossed, B1

Archives had to fetch Trump

documents from M:

Jan. recovery of 15 boxes
adds to concerns over his
adherence to records act

BY JACQUELINE ALEMANY,
Josu DawsEY,
Tom HAMBURGER
AND ASHLEY PARKER

Tl he\launna.‘l Archives and Rec-
rinistration last menth
te-lne'\-e-d 15 boxes of documents
and other items from former pres-
ident Donakd Tromps Mar-a-Lago
residence because the material
should have been turned over oo
the agency when he left the White
House, Archives officials said
Monday.

The recovery of the boxes from
Trump’s Florida resort raises new
concerns about his adherence to
the Presidential Records Act,
which requires the preservation
of memaos, letters, notes, emails,

r-a-Lago

facves and other written communi-
cations related to a presidents
official duties.

Trump advisers deny any nefar-
ious intent and said the boxes
contained mementos, gifts, leners
from waorld leaders and other cor-
respondence. The items incded
correspondence with North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un, which
Trump once described as “love
letters.” as well as a letter left for
Trump by President Barack
Obama, according to two people
familiar with the contents.

Two former advisers described
a frenxied packing process in the
final days of the administration
because Trump did not want to
pack or aceept defeat for much of
the transition.

Archives officials confirmed
the transfer, which oceurred in
mid-January, following publica-
tion of a version of this article by
The Washington Post earlier Mon-
day. The National Archives and
Records Administration said in a

SEE TRUMF ON A+

Mourning the 900,000 Ameri
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi {D-Calif.), ¢
silence Monday on Capitol Hill to commemorate the more than 900,000 coronavirus deaths in
the United States. The current wave of cases appears to be trending down.

JABIN BOTSFORLY THE WSHING TOM POST

n lives lost Lo covid-19

leads congressional lawmakers

a mo! it of

Biden science
adviser exils.
admils he

belittled staff

BY TYLER PAGER

FEric Lander, President Biden's
top science adviser, resigned
Monday night after he acknowl
edged mistreating his subordi-
nates and apologized for de-
meaning them, a pattern of be-
havior that put him at odds with
one of Bidens cariest promises
— to mn an  administration
marked by respect and profes-
sionalism.

An  internal review by the
White House found eredible evi-
dence thar Lander, director of
the Cfice of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, bullied staff in
violation of the White House's
“safe and respectful workplace
policy”™ which was intended in
part to draw a contrast with the
Trump administration.

SEE LANDER ON AZ
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star, announcing her retirement, said her post

THE NATION
The Suprerme Court re-
inmstated a district map in
Alabama that alower
court said was unfavor-
ahle tn Black voters. A3
A new global study
found that mountain
glachers may ha
lee than previow
mated due to eli

ditchied a Texas-styvle
abartion measure in fa-
vorof a hill banning the
procedure after 15 weeks

gave rise o a “huge misunderstanding.™ AS of pregnancy, in a move
s ~Tace The ¢ alb its that has drawn criticism
IRS aboul-face The agency abandoned its o sl et Ar

plan to require a facial recognition check to

aceess online lax accounts, All
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eritage Founda-
thon, which has seen its

role in GOP g 3
diminished, has re-
vamped its leadership
and fioens, Ale

THE WORLD

Aunstralia will reopen bo
vaccinated international

tourists later this month,

effectively ending one of
the world’s longest and
strictest coronavirus
border closures, A7

THE ECONOMY
Stocks charted a mixed
Momday, catching &

T k from recent vola-

¢ s investors looked
o another busy week of
earnings and
nomic data. An

The White House has

released a blueprint for
how the federal govern-
ment can work to boost
union participation and
strengthen the right to
Oranize. ALz

Frontier and Spirit an-
nounced a Merger to
create the fifth-largest
I7.S_ airline. A13

THE REGION
Formerly homeless
people have been dis-
placed twice in two years
by fires in a DU.C. baild-
ing run by the nonprofic
So Others Might Eat. B1
A report showed that
mwore than a third of
Metrobus riders aren't
paying fares, a perosnt-
age that has doubled
during the pandemic. B1
Virginia Gov. Glenn

Youngkin distanced
himself from an “unan-
thorized” tweet mocking
a teenager that his cam-
paign account had post-
od Saturday. B1
American University
officials confirmed thax
the school unknowingly
distributed counterfeit
EMus masks, s

The District is set for a
massive increase in local
education spending ina
sign of the overall strong
finances of the city. Bs

OBITUARIES

Jason Epstein, 93, an
edivor and publishing
executive, launched the
“paperback revolutbon™
in the 19505 and helped
found the New York Re-
view of Books. BE

INSIDE

HEALTH & SCIENCE
Unigue remedies
for rare diseases
Researchers and
patients see hope in
genome editing
advancements, EL
STYLE

0ld magazines,
mew anxiety

Aer two years of
pandemic ahsenos,
Tretful patients retumm to
the dentist. C1
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Tomas Saraceno:

arte argentino en la
vidriera del mundo

Elartista tucumano monta en Nueva York
SuUmuestra mas importante, que abrird esta
semana; se trata de una megainstalacion
con telarafias. PAgina 24

FEINMANN MARCO
SUIMPRONTA EN SU
DEBUT EN RADIO MITRE

espectdculos

Comenzoun nuevo cicloen el prime
time die AM; ocupa el lugar que dejo
Marcelo Longobardi. con buena parte de
suequipoy algunas incorporaciones.

DEL POTRO, UNA
CARRERA ENTREEL
CALVARIO Y LA GLORIA

depories

De 16 temporadas como profesional, en
mdis de Sesiuvoinactivo por lesiones y
cirugias: aun asi, gand todo; hoy juega con
Delbonis en el Argentino Open. Pagina 4
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El Gobierno suma trabas
y limita mas el acceso de
las empresas a los dolares

RESERVAS. Incluyd cambios en un sistema de la AFIP y frend asi permisos de importacion

Con escasas reservas en €l Banco
Central (BCRA) v en medio de las
negociaciones con el Fondo Mone-
tarioInternacional (FMI), el Gobier-
nointrodujocambios én un sistema
de la AFIP que funciona como pre-
rrequisite para hacer un pedido de
importacion, y sumd asi un nuevo
obstdculoparaque lasempresasac-

cedan a los ddlares que requieren
para sus compras al exterior.

El cambioen el sistemade capa-
cidad econdmica financiera (CEF)
fue un trabajo en conjunto entre
el Banco Central (BCRA) y el Mi-
nisterio de Desarrollo Productivo
queterminddecerrar laAFIF. Enel
Gobiernoindicaron que setratade

frenar de esta manera “la especu-
lacién” entre importadores por la
brecha financiera e indicaron que
se cuida al tejido productivo. Sin
embargo, en el sector privado ya
arrecian las criticas, incluso entre
empresas industrialesdegran por-
te que terminaron afectadas porla
decisidén oficial. Pigina 14

FMI: Fernandez
admite que no
todo el oficialismo
avalara el acuerdo

Piginat

Sin burbujas ni protocolos ‘
en las escuelas portenas

Ayer, erl.elPoIa Educativo Walsh del Barrio 31, retiraban las cintas que delimitaban las burbujas y el distanciamiento en las aulas ToMAS CUBSTA

coronavirus

La Ciudad anuncid un paso méds en la vuelta a la etapa prepandemia en
las escuelas, con la flexibilizacion de protocolos v aislamientos, tendiente a favorecer la
interaccién entre los chicos, el aprendizaje v la previsibilidad de las jornadas. Pagina18

Maniobra

en el juicio
contra Jaime
paraintentar
su nulidad

ENRIQUECIMIENTO. La
fiscal abrid el juego
para la embestida de
los acusados

Herndn Cappiello

LA BACION

El juicio oral que se le sigue al ex-
secretariode Transporte kirchne-
rista Ricardo Jaime por enrigue-
cimientailicitoy por lacompra de
trenes chatarra a Espafia y Portu-
gal, en estecasojuntoal exministro
Julio De Vido, ivo una audiencia
de alto voltaje: una intervencion
de la fiscal Gabriela Baigin per-
mitic que los acusados pidierana
corolanulidad del proceso porgue
uno de los jueces se aparta del tri-
bunalpor habercumplido 75 afios.
Continia en la phginal2

El chavismo le
entrega la sede
de El Nacional
a Cabello

VENEZUELA. Enunnuevoavan-
ce sobre los medios, una jueza ve-
nezolana le entregd ayer la sede
del diario El Nacional al segundo
del régimen chavista, Diosdado
Cabello, El medio, que definio la
decision como “un robo judicial”,
habiasidoembargadoen mayode
2021 tras una demanda deCabello
por “dafiomoral”, Pagina 4

Reclaman que
se federalice la
investigacion
por la droga
cocAiNA LETAL. Esporla
posibilidad de que las

dosis adulteradas ya estén
en varias jurisdicciones

Pagina 26

PERSPECTIVAS

La trampa de la “censura progre”

¢Solo queremos leer y escuchar
aquellas cosas con las que estamos
de acuerdo? ;Nos resulta cada vez
masdificilaceptarla disidenciay di-
gerir los discursos disonantes? jO
desconfiamos denuestra propiaca-

Luciano Romiin

LA NACION

pacidad,y ladelosotros, paradistin-
guirentreargumentosy disparates,
oentre ideasy prejuicios? Son pre-
guntasinevitablesanteel svance de
nuevas formas de censura en nom-
bre de un supuesto progresismao.

Algunos milsicos norteamerica-
nosacabandeplantearlea Spotify
que, si no “cancelaba” a un come-
diante provocadory antivacunas,
ellos se iban de la plataforma: “él
onosotros”, Continuaen la pagina 29

Lanzaron
intimaciones
masivas a
contribuyentes

IMPUESTOS. La AFIP
envid mas de 30.000
notificaciones por
supuestas
inconsistencias en
declaraciones juradas

Paginald
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HA 100 ANOS
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UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA

ANO 10T = N° 33974
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Pequeno
astronomo

Aos cinco anos de idade,
o garoto Miro Latansio
Tsai, de Sao Paulo, fol re-
conhecido como a pessoa
mais jovem do mundo a
identificar wm asteroide.

Ciéncia

Esporte B7
Primeiro gol em
Mundiais &€ meta
inicial do Palmeiras
nos Emirados Arabes

Ilaustrada C1
Performance de
MNuno Ramaos retoma
debate sobre animais
em obras de arte

Comida CS8

Mo estilo anos 1990,
sorvetes ganham
montagens gulosas
na capital paulista

Uniao Brasil
nasce gigante,
mas tera de
definir rumo

O TSE julga hoje o pedido
de fusio entre PSLe DEM,
o que resultard na Unifo
Brasil. O partido nascersd
como o maior da Camara
dos Deputados, mas j em
iminente esvaziamento,
Além de uma anuncia-
da saida em bloco de par-
lamentares bolsonaristas,
anovasigla ainda esta em
busea de um rumo na elei-
cao presidencial. Politicaas

Evangélicos bolsonaristas
promovem fake news
conira Lula e Moro ar

Michael Franca
Minorias querem,
emvao, o poder

Querer nacé poder. A pre-
tensao politica das mino-
rias ndo tem se refletido,
na mesma magninude, em
uma realidade. Elas ten-
dem a ser foco de amplo
conjunto de politicas pua-
blicas, mas estio distan-
tes dos espacos deciséri-
os do Estado. mercado Azo

Doria garante vaga
criangas, mas
adia inicio de aulas
O governo Joido Doria
(PSDB) tem convocado
pais para matricularem
criancas na1® série doen-
sino fundamental em Sao
Paulo apds a Folha revelar
que milhares estavam na
fila porwvagas. O inicio das
aulas, porém, niao estd ga-
rantido. cotidiano B2
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PUTIN E MACRON NEGOCIAM SOBRE CRISE NA UCRANIA

Presidente russo conversa com o francés no Grande Palicio do Kremlin; ao mesmo tempo, Biden ampliou ameagas caso Moscou invada o vizinho Mundo A1

Producao de veiculos no
pais cai 27% em janeiro

Queda abrupta ante 2021 vem de salto nos casos de Covid e de férias coletivas

A pandemia em 7.fev
Dades das 20h
POPULACAD VACINADA

No Brasil

Ao menas. uma dose
{dose umc:ou 7 dose) sol1 %
T el ] |t
{doss mica ou 1 desay. 70,4 %
Dose de reforge 23'9%
Mos estados
Ag MEnDs Pdde Dosede
uma dose complets  referge
SP B3 0% 79.7% 37
L BI% A% 150%
MG B1.6%  FADWH  24.6%
ESTAGIO DA DOENCA
Obitos
Mébdis mdbwel Emash
TES T was,0%" "
632770
Casos T +3 5% (aceierado)

*Variagao em relagao a 14 dizs

0O total de veiculos produzi-
dos no Brasil em janeiro des-
pencou27,4% emrelacio ao
mesmo més doano anterior
€31,1% Nna comparagao com
dezembro, anunciou a Anfa-
vea (associagio de montado-
ras). A fabricacdo fol afeta-
da pela disparada de casos
de Covid causados pela vari-
ante dmicron durante as fié-
rias coletivas, que, por sua
vez, foram atrasadas.

Mudancas na legislacio
an’:bienta?l exigiram acele-
rar a produgio em dezem-
bro, o que levou acadiamen-
o do periodo de descanso
que tradicionalmente ocorme
nagquele més. Pesaram, ain-
da, os problemas na cadeia
de fornecimento de pecas.

As vendas também fo-
ram afetadas, com retra-
cAoregistrada de 26 1% sobre
igual periodo de 2021.

Karlme Xavier/Folhapress

BUROCRACIA CONTRA CULTURA PERIFERICA E CRITICADA

Os atores gémeos Jefferson e Nilio Silvério, 36, da série "Sintonia) da Netflix, afirmam ter
desistido de se inscrever em editais publicos e citam linguagem incompreensivel fustrada ca

0O saldo deve se refledir no
no PIB industrial, que subiu
3,9% noano passado na com-
paracio com a base fraca de
2020, segundo o IBGE (Insti-
tuto Brasileiro de Geografiae
Estatistica). Ao todo, foram
fabricadas 145,4 mil unida-
des em janeiro e, de acordo
com as distribuidoras, ven-
didas 126,5 mil. A expectati-
vada Anfavea é de normali-
ZaGA0 apenas em 2023.

R% 5,00

Sputnik/AFP

Sepundo aconsultoria KBB
Brasil, os pregos dos dez ve-
iculos mais vendidos subi-
ram em média25,4% noano,
Ademais, a elevacao da taxa
referencial de juros, a Selic,
para 10,75% aoano dewve ini-
bir as vendas, 60% das quais
sao financiadas. Mercado aiz

Economia teme que debate
da PEC dos Combustiveis

pressione o doélar ais

Algemas em deportados criam
impasse entre Brasil e EUA

0O uso de algemas em brasi-
leiros deportados dos EUA
cripu impasse entre 05 go-
vernos Jair Bolsonaro e Joe
Biden. O Itamaraty vem fa-
zendo, desde o fim de 2o0m,
apelos para parar com a pri-
tica e melhorar o ratamen-
to dado a esses cidadios,
mas tem sido ignorado.

Segundo depoimentosob-
tidos pela Folha, pessoas
foram algemadas na fren-
te dos filhos em um voo que
chegou em 26 de janeiro.

Passageiros disseram ter
sofrido maus-tratos, e auto-
ridades envolvidas confir-
maram gue receberam rela-
tos semelhantes. Mundo Aro

Trés em quatro escolas publicas
do Rio ja foram alvo de tiroteio

Levantamento da plataforma Fogo Cruzado mostra que,
em 2019, 74% das escolas municipais do Rio foram afeta-

das por ao menos uma troca de tiros. Eventos reduzem
aprendizado dos alunos, dizem especialistas. cotidianoB1

Gilmar Mendes liga morte de
Moise a atuaciao de milicias «

EDITORIAIS A2

Primazia militar

Sobre preservagao de in-
vestimentos das Forgas.

Ocidente na mira

Acerca de implicactes da
alianca entre Xi e Putin.
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Proceso politico de fiscala general depende del voto de diputados Ilanlstas

Quii‘iénez ordena investigar a
Cartes ante amenaza de juicio

En medio de criticas a su gestion, la jefa de fiscales abrio carpeta por contrabando y lavado.
Ex presidente, en nota al Ministerio Publico, dijo que quiere aclarar acusacién de Giuzzio.
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Hiri6 a dos policias en procedimiento . “n
Aleman preso tendria
nexo con desaparicion
de nifia en Emboscada
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Hijo de RGD se jacta
de vacaciones top y
confirmacion de pena
aiin sigue en Apelacion

PAGINA 42

: Deudﬁ hﬁ”ﬁr 18 ki.I '
o droga causo j g

Caso San Ber. EI |euamo de USD 64 800 por cocaina de Marcos Roms a Alcides

de lll'l dlﬂI‘IO OPOSItOI‘ Villasboa, ambos del PCC, engjd a este, quien planificd el atentado PAGINA 40
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Maniobra ataca libertad de prensa

Mandamas chavista
se queda con la sede

En Alto Parana, gran epicentro de contagios, casos disminuyen | Clases virtuales estan lejos de satisfacer necesidad educativa

Covid: No vacunados siguen siendo | Alarma entre profesores por bajo
mayoria entre internados en Clinicas | nivel de aprendizaje en pandemia
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« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge fatteur « Beaumarchais
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Les milliards promis
pour rencver

la ville tardent a

se mateérialiser racze

ROYAUME-UNI
« Carrie
Antoinettess,
I'épouse
controversée de
Boris Johnson eaces

PALESTINE
Mahmoud Abbas
prépare

sa succession races

JO

Johan Clarey,

les secrets de

sa longéviteé racez

EHPAD

Korian,

a son tour dans

la tourmente race 2
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Le président francais a cherché les moyens « damorcer une désescalade »
lors d’un téte-a-téte lundi soir 8 Moscou avec le chef du Kremlin. Il doit poursuivre
sa médiation aujourd’hui en Ukraine, avant des consultations a Berlin. sacesza4ervenmonias

A -

SPUTHKVIA REUTERS

Puces électroniques :
le plan de I'Europe pour
revenir dans la course

Thierry Breton, commissaire
européen au Marché inté-
rieur, souhaite quadrupler la
production de semi- conduc

teurs en Europe d'ici 4 2030,
Pour v parvenir, Bruxelles

va mobiliser 52 milliards
d’euros pour aider les projets
industriels, les start-up in-
novantes et le développe
ment de puces de nouvelle
generation. PAGES20ET2

B3 EDITORIAL e phitope céic ppcicsictigmots
La danse de l'ours

n se hasardant & un face-a-face so-
litaire avec Viadimir Poutine lundi
soir, Emmanuel Macron a tenté le
diable : que pése le coq gaulois de
wvant l'ours russe? Le président
frangais n'a pas beavcoup d'options dans son
jeu ni de grandes chances de suceés dans un
bras de fer qui le dépasse. Du moins a-1-il pu
calculer qu'a I'heure on Washington crie a
I'invasion « imminente » de I'Ukraine, il ne
Iui serait pas reproché d* essayer quelque cho-
se. Ce sera déja ga de pris électoralement...
Mais 4 quelle aune juger du succés ou de
I"échec de sa médiation ? Le président fran-
cals espérait arracher au Kremlin un « sfgral
de désescalade » toul en sachant qu'il n'ob
tiendrait pas de « gestes unilatérauy =, [1 lui
fallait reconnaitre une part de kgitimité aux
revendications sécurilaires russes, sans quoi
il m"y aurait aucun dialogue possible, La dé
marche compaorte le risque, en entrant dans la
Iogicque de I"adversaire, dinverser les réles: la
Russie, quil a envahi la Géorgie et I'Ukraine, se
voil en victime de ["Otan, certes dlargie i ses
confins, mais qui ne 1'a pas agressée.
Esprit agile, Emmanuel Macron jongle avec
les concepts @ o« indivisibilite de o sécurité =,
« nowvel ordre ewropden =, « ggalité souveraine

des Erats »,.. A défaut d'une formule magique
pour sortir de I'impasse, tout au plus peut-on
espérer une formulation magique dont les
ambiguftés permettent de gagner un peu de
temps. Car ce que veut Poutine - 1'endigue

ment de I"Otan et I"'assujettissement des an-
cliens satellites sowvigtiques -, il ne peut 1'obte

nir par le dialogue, sauf reculade munichoise
des Oecidentaux, ce que le président frangais

. n'a pas eu la nai-
GaIarltlr vebé d'amaorcer.
5 e Contrairement
]'a Securltell aux  Ameéricains,
de la Russie, les Européens — et
£ les Ukrainiens
sans inverser i parier
les réles que la guerre serait
aussi  contrepro-
ductive pour le chef du Kremlin, poussant ses
volsins dans les bras d 'une Alllance atlantique
ressoudés, Mais ils doivent au moins se pré-
parer a subir une longue peériode d’instabilite
sur leur flanc est, melant menace militalre,
pressions sur le gaz, cyberattaques, désinfor-
mation... Espérons qu'Emmanuel Macron est
instruit de ce proverbe russe : « Situinvites un
ors i danser, ce nest pas tol qui décides quand
[a danse est finde, ¢ 'est I'owrs. =0
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Blanquer corrige le tir
et réintegre les maths en
premiére et en terminale

En annoncant, dimanche, un
possible retour des mathéma-
tiques pour tous les éleves de
premiere et de terminale, le
ministre de |"Education a pris
acte de critiques récurrentes

depuis la mise en vigueur de sa
réforme du bac, en 2019
= Nous avons perdu un ééve sur
trofs =, déplorent les profes
seurs, loin d'étre convaincus
par le ministre, PAGES
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Angry MPs blame Johnson’s ‘poison’
after anti-vaxxers set upon Starmer

Jessica Elgot
Rowena Mason

MPFs from all sides angrily rounded
on Boris Johnson last night, accus-
ing him of whipping up political
poison after the Labour leader, Keir
Starmer, was set upon by protesters
who accused him of protecting the
paedophile Jimmy Savile.

Johnson provoked fury last week
when he sugpested Starmer protected
Savile during his time as director of
public prosecutions. The comments
drew criticism from two former Tory
chiefwhips and prompted the resig-
nation of a long-serving aide.

‘It's hard to see this

Starmer and the shadow foreign
secretary, David Lammy, had to be
bundled into a police car after anti-
vaccine protesters surrounded him
near parliament with shouts of “trai-
tor”and “Jimmy Savile”, One witness
said a protester carried a hangman’s
noose prop, which another had joked
was for Starmer.

Lammy said it was “no surprise
the conspiracy theorist thugs who
harassed Keir Starmer and I repeated
slurs we heard from Boris Johnson
last week at the dispatch box. Intim-
idation, harassment and lies have no
place in our democracy. And they
won't ever stop me doing my job."

The former chiefwhip Julian Smith

and not think a |

war could

Andrew Roth
Kursk and Voronezh
Pl N

he military train
lurched into the rail
depot at Kursk on
arecent afternoon,
CHTT:\.-']. I'lg| maore snow-
dusted main battle

tanks, self-propelled artillery, and

other heavy weapons to within

a few hours’ drive by car of the

Ukrainian border.

At the depot, the flatbed railcars
parked between heavy containers
carrying chemical products,
leaving them visible only from
asmall pedestrian footbridge
overhead. There, military police
kept watch aslocals looked on
curiously at the latest arrivalsin
Russia’s vast military buildup,

A recent trip by the Guardian to
the Voronezh and Kursk regions
in Russia found a hive of barely
hidden military activity as Russian

troops continued to ee

position themselves for

5400_u1165
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happen

was among at least seven Tory MPs
to criticise Johnson as he described
the events as appalling. “It is really
important for our democracy and for
hissecurity that the false Savile slurs
made against him are withdrawn in
full,” he tweeted.

Callsforan apology also came from
Sir Roger Gale, Anthony Mangnall
and Tobias Ellwood - Tory MPs who
have sent letters of no confidence in
Johnson - as well as Stephen Ham-
mond, who has expressed significant
concerns about the prime minister,

The Tory MP Robert Largan also
said it was time to defuse the situa-
tion. “Words matter. What we say and
how we sav it echoes out far beyvond

=

A Keir Starmer was surrounded by
anti-vax protesters shouting ‘traitor’

¢ AR

A While Russian armour masses ot the Ukraine border, a volunifeer defender in Kyiv practises with a wooden gun

parliament. Elected representatives
have a responsibility to lower the
temperature of debate, not add fuel
tothe fire.”

Johnson said the behaviour
“directed at the leader of the opposi-
tion tonight isabsolutely dispraceful”
but stopped short of apologising for
his remarks. “All forms of harass-
ment of our elected representatives
arecompletely unacceptable. Ithank
the police for responding swiftly.”

Labour sources were furious at
the incident, though Starmer was
unharmed and escorted back to his
office within minutes. “Boris Johnson

and hiz cabinet chose tolie oe
down with the dogs - and

Cambridge
water had
dangerous
chemicals

Exclusive
Rachel Salvidge

Drinking water containing danger-
ously high levels of toxic chemicals
has been pumped into the homes
of more than 1,000 people in Cam-
bridgeshire, the Guardian can reveal.

Cambridge Water has admitted it
removed a supply containing four
times the legal limit of perfluoro-
octane sulfonate (PFOS) from the
homes of customers in south Cam-
bridgeshire in June last year. But the
1,080 customers living in Stapleford
and Great Shelford were never told
that they had been exposed. The
company has not revealed for how

long the water had been oe
tainted.
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