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What’s
News

Business 2 Finance

he U.S, labor market re-

malned tight at the end
of last year, with job openings
and worker turnover hover-
ing near the highest levels
on record, though there are
signs demand as the
Omicron variant disrupted
the economy in January. Al

# The recent stock rout is
rattling the multitrillion-dol-
lar market for startups after
a long run of record invest-

ments, nosebleed valuations
and rapid-fire deal-making. Al

* Exon Mohil reported
$23 billion in profit for
2021, the compa high-
est total since 2014, inchad-
ing $8.9 billion in profit for
the fourth quarter. A1

# Google parent Alphabet
posted another quarter of
strong sales cap-

ping a year when profit nearly
doubled. The company plans
a 20-for-1 stock split. BL

# ATET said it would roughly
halve its dividend and divest
its WarnerMedia division

through a spinaff that will give
shareholders 0.24 share for
each ATET share they own. BL

+ LS. stocks advanced,
with major indexes notch-
ing a three-session winning

the Dow added 0.8%. B12

+ GM said it plans to ac-
celerate the timetable for
some coming electric-wehi-
cle launches. The company
reported a net profit of
$10 billion for 2021, B3

+ ABC News said it sus-
pended Whoopi Goldberg
from “The View” for two
weeks over controversial re-
marks about the Holocaust. B1

World- Wide
e e

* Russias Putin said the
LS. and its European allles
had “bhasically ignored™ Mos-
oow's demands for security
assurances but expressed a
willingness to continue talks
as Russian troops maneu-
wered near Ukraine's bor-
ders and Kyiv rushed to
bolster its defenses. Al, A7-8

# The LS. national debt
exceeded $320 trillion for
the first time, reflecting
increased federal borrow-
ing during the pandemic. A3

# Pfizer and BioNTech
asked the FDA to authorize
use of their Covid-19 vaccine
in children under 5 vears,
the last age group without
access to the shots, A3

the recently
fired coach of the Miami Dol-
phins, filed a lawsuit against
the NFL and three teams, al-
leging that Black coaches
such as himself are discrim-
inated against in pursuing
ooaching opportunities. A3
+ JE&J and three major U.S.
dirug distributors agreed to
pay nearly $5840 million to
Mative American tribes
heavily affected by the opi-

* Sen. Lujan suffered a
stroke and had surgery to
ease swelling in his brain,
his top aide said, leaving
Democrats short of a cru-
cial vote in the 50-50 Sen-
ate while he recovers. A4
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Blaze at North Carolina Fertl |zer Plant Forces Evacuatlon

ON THE GROUND: A fire at a fertilizer facility in Winston-Salem forced th
amid concerns over chemicals in the plant that could lead to an explosion. There were no reported injuries or deaths. A&

Putin Accuses U.S. of Ignoring
Demands in Ukraine Standoff

YTV, Ukraine —President
Vladimir Putin of Russia said
the U.S. and its European allies
had “basically ignored” Mos-
cow’s demands for security as-

By Matthew Luxtnoore,
Courtney McBride
and Evan Gershkovich

surances but expressed a will-
ingness to continue talks as
Russian troops maneuvered
near Ukraine’s borders and Kyiv
rushed to bolster its defenses,

“We didn't see an adequate
response to our key concerns,™

Mr. Putin said Tuesday at a
Kremlin news conference at
which he again castigated the
MNorth Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation for what he has por-
trayed as a persistent eastward
push that threatens Mosoow.

Russia has deployed about
100,000 troops near Ukraine,
triggering alarm in Western
capitals that Mr. Putin plans ta
invade his smaller neighbor,
wihich he has asserted can only
be truly sovereign in partner-
ship with Russia. Mr, Putin de-
nies any such intention.

In response, Washington

has outlined a series of puni-
tive sanctions it would impose
if Russia encroaches on
Ukraine, stepped up shipments
of military assistance to Kyiv,
and put thousands of soldiers
on alert to defend NATOS east-
em flank in the event of a con-
flict. The State Department or-
dered on Monday family
members of U.S. government
employees in Belarus to depart
the country, a little over a
week after sending home de-
pendents of diplomats in Kyiv
as well as some staff.

Omn Tuesday, President Vo-

lodymyr Zelensky of Ukraine
met in Kyiv with Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson of the UK.
and Prime Minister Mateusz
Morawiecki of Poland, saying
the three countries were work-
ing to establish a partnership
that was “creating a new for-
mat of political cooperation in

Please turn to page A7

# Threat of war rattles
Ukraine's ecomomy ... AT

* US, allies gquestion role of
Germany

Job Market
Still Tight
As Hiring

Cools a Bit

Workers quit at lower,
but still elevated, rate
as economy takes hit
from Omicron spread

By Bryan MEwa

The U.S. labor market re-
mained tight at the end of last
vear with job openings and
wiorker turnover hovering near
the highest levels on record,
though there are signs de-
mand cooled as the Omicron
variant disrupted the economy
in January.

The Labor Department said
Tuesday there were 109 mil-
Hon job openings in December,
up slightly from 10.8 million
the previows month. Mean-
while, the number of times
wiorkers quit fell to 4.3 million
in December, from a record 4.5
million. Hiring slowed to 6.3
million, down from 6.6 million.

Separate private-sector
data for January showed that
emplovers pulled back on de-
mand for workers last month.
An analysis of postings by job-

Please turn to page A2
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# Heard on the Street: lobhs
showed resilience._..

Exxon Hits
Gusher of

Cash as Oil
Rides High

By CHrISTOPHER M. MATTHEWS

The world's big Western oil
companies are back in the
money and once again attract-
ing strong interest from inves-
rors as crude prices rise to
their highest levels in vears.

Exxon Mobil Corp. reported
on Tuesday $23 billion in
pmm for 2021, its highest to-

tal since 2014, including $8.9
billion in profit in the fourth
quarter. Last week, Chevron
Corp, reported its most profit-
able year since 2014, earning
£15.6 billion in net income in
2021 and $5.1 billion in the
fourth guarter. The largest Eu-
ropean oil companies, Shell
PLC and BP PLC, are expected
o also post resurgent annual
results when they report in
the coming days.

Esxxon and Chevron are pre-
dicting a multivear upswing
for the industry as oil and gas
demand  surges from the
depths of the pandemic and
investment in new production
slows. The strong results have
lured investors to a sector
many left for dead.

The S&F 500 Energy Sector
is up around 23% so far this
year while the broader S&P 500
is down about 5%. Over the last
12 mwonths, shares of the largest
Western oil companies hawve all
risen sharply. Exxon is up about
80%, Chevron is up 56%, while
Shell and BP are up 39% and
43%, respectively. Exwon's
shares jumped about 6% Toes-
day, while Chevron's shares hit
an all-time high last week.

“Our effective pandemic re-
sponse, focused investments

Please furn fo page A9

# Heard on the Street: Towgh
decisions for Exxon.....

Brady Retires on

His Own Terms

After 22 seasons and seven Super Bowl titles, Tom Brady calls it

quits—but he won't be a stranger. Jason Gay, Ald.

Startup Investors
Retrench Following
Rout in Tech 1POs

By Evor Brown
AND HEATHER SOMERVILLE

The recent stock rout is rat-
tling the multitrillion-dollar
market for startups after a
long run of record invest-
ments, nosebleed valuations
and rapid-fire deal-making.

Venture capitalists said a
significant reset in investment
behavior is beginning to take
hold that is poised to reduce
initial public offerings, leave
some companies short of fund-
ing and crimp valuations.

Investors said several large
startup backers are cutting

back their investments, cur-
tailing a flow that sprayed at
full blast for most of the pan-
demic, particularly for older,
more mature startups. And
wventure firms said they are ad-
wvising their companies to pre-
pare to conserve cash in a
rougher funding environment.
Tiger Global Management,
one of the most prolific
startup investors of the last
two years, in recent weeks has
been  renegotiating  inwvest-
ments that had been under
discussion for numerous com-
panies, reducing the wvalua-
lease turm topage Ad

VIR to the ER: Metaverse Early
Adopters Prove Accident-Prone

*

Game players run into obstacles, literally:

broken vases, dislocated shoulders

By Saran E. NEEDLEMAN
AND Sarvanonr RODRIGUER

A few hours after Toby Ro-
bicelli first strapped on the
300 virtual-reality headset he
got for Christmas, the Balti-
was play-

more teenager, wl
ing a shooter
game called “Su-
perhot VR," lost &
his balance and -
fractured his knee-
eap.
“We set it up around
2:000," said Toby's mother,
Allison Robicelli, of the
vech gadget, “and by S:00
we were on our way to the
ER." She fainted when she saw
his leg, she said, and Toby, 14,
is mow using crutches.

Sales of VR headsets rose
more than 70% last year from

2020, according to Interna-
tional Data Corp., to 7.9 mil-
lion units, Demand is driven in
part by rising hype around the
metaverse, a term proponents
use to describe a future 3-Dr
version of the internet, com-
prising virtual worlds where
s people will get together to
¥ work, learn and play.
With interest in the de-
vices growing, so is
their reputation for
being a source of
pain and embar-
TASSIMENT.
. When Nintendo
Cos Wii made its
debul’. in the mid-2000s, peo-
ple hurt themselves using its
motion-sensitive controllers.
With VR headsets, as initial
users found, the risk of getting
Please turn to page AIOD

Fallen Ad Titan Aims
At WPP in Comebac

Martin Sorrell wants to best his old firm

with his new one:

By Nick Kostov

LONDON—Martin Sorrell
built WPFP PLC into the
worlds largest advertising
agency over three decades
through a combination of
impatience, drive and the oc-
casional angry outburst.

Mot a lot has changed.
Ever since his acrimoni-
ous departure as WPP's chief

executive, the 7G-year-old
has been building a new
business to rival his old
shop. At 54 Capital PLC, he
has ditched the tailored suits
in favor of jeans and a black
T-shirt. “Disrupting the old”
is part of his pitch in deals
talks, especially when “the
old” means WPP

‘| had a point to prove’

The “About Us™ section of
54 press releases note WPPs
market capitalization has
fallen since Mr. Sorrell left.
He has traded insults with
his former company, includ-
ing one altercation with a
WPP executive that the com-
pany said turned physical,
though Mr. Sorrell denies
that it did.

The new firm outbhid WFPP
o make its biggest acguisi-
tion. 54 has since chased
high-profile clients including
the tech companies that
dominate the modern adver-
tising market. The result: 54
is valued at around $3.85 bil-
lion, roughly one-fifth of the
size of WPF, despite having a

Please turn to page AIO0
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Big Tech lobbying

Rise in donations to US think-ta
reflects Big Qil strategy — race 8

Pull the punchbowl

The Fed will struggle to end this
inflation party — MaARTIN WOLF, PAGE 17

USA 5250 Canada C53.00

Johnson survives

Range of plotters prevents a united

front —

BASTIAN PAYMNE, PAGE 15

Mane event
China’s curbs
stifle new year

A lbon damnce s performed In Bedfing as
China marks the first day of the year of
the tiger yesterday.

China’s biggest holiday seasan will be
muted once again this year as the
world's most populous nation struggles
to contain the spread of the infections
Cramicron varkbmt of coronavirus, Before
the pandemic, the anar new year break
heralded the biggest annual movement
of people as many of China's 300mn
migrants made their annual trip home.

This year Chinese anthorities hawve
warned people agalnst travel between
provinces after a series of localised lock:
downs. As an incentive, cconomic
assistance has been offered tothose who
choose to stay put during the halidays.
Big Read page 15

Markets signal expectation of at

e e

least two ECB rate rises this year

o Inflation drives sentiment & Traders price in tightening  ‘No hikes’ mantra questioned

TOMMY STUBBINGTON — LONDON
MARTIN ARMOLD — FRANKEURT
Investors are betting that persistently
high inflation will force the European
Central Bank to raise interest mtes more
than once this year, ina challenge to the
central bank’s Inskstence that it expects
to freese them at historic lows at least
umtil next year

Markets have this week pulled for-
wand expedations oftighter policy, with
an increase inthe central ban ks deposit
rate to mimus 025 per cent — from ks
current miniss 0.5 per cent — now priced
in by December, according to trading in
short-term markets,

That implies traders expect at beast
two (Ll percentages point rate rises, with
the shift coming before the banks gov-
erning council meels Emorrow.

EDF stakeholders stir as
natlenalisation talk leoms

A eap on bill Increases Imposed by

tha French government has ravived
dabata awer whather state=comtmollad
power oroup EDF, sakd by one minister
1o be ‘there fo protect the French,
should ba nationalissd. With 3 €860 hit
expected from the move and after

a 14 per cenl beating for iMs shares,
EDF% 2cop 16 st in priofities such
as renewables is hobbled, Pars now
Faces & clash with emplyss Frestors
and unlans, wha allege over-resch.
Stard-off with Parls - Pace s

Markets had priced in asmaller rise to
minus 04 per cent by the end of the year
before last week's hawkish US Federal
Reserve mesting. That triggered a fresh
round of speculation that the BCE would
be forced to follow the Fed this year by
ralsing borrowing costs.

The growing conviction in markets
that curozone rates are set to rise for the
first time simce 2011 comes despite
Christine Lagarde’s repeated rejection
of calls for earlier tightening. The ECB
president sakd last month that the cen-
tral bank had “every reason nottoact as
quickly or as rut hlesshy™ ax the Ped,

“The ECB has stuck to the mantra of
o rate hikes this year but the market ks
clenrly challenging that view,” sakd Rich-
ard MoGuire, a rates strategist at Rabo-
bank. “Investors think the ECE might

JUSTIN | ACOES — HOUSTaN

ExxonMuohil has recorded its highest
profits since 2014, capitalising on
strong ofl and natural gas prices ina
sharp reversal from the early months
wf the pandensic.

The U5 il supermajor sajd yesterday
that it kad bounced back to a net profit
of $23bn in 2021, compared with a
%22 4bn loss in 2020 when fuel demand
collapsed. The companys fourth-
quarter earmings of $8.9%bn easily beat
analysts” expectations of $8.4bn.

The results showed the benefits of
ever tighter energy markets for the
wakld's largest oll and gas producers,
Chevron, Exxon'’s main US rival, last
week reported annual net profit of
$15.sbnafter alossod §5.5bn in 2020,

Exxon said it was using the influx of
cash to launch a $10bn share buyback

#et spoaked by this shift in inflation.”
Inflation has exceeded the ECE's exp-
ectations for several months and hit a
record high inthe eurosoneof 5 per cent.
in December. A report due today s exp-
ected to show the pace of inflation eased
1o 4 per cent kast month. But German,
spanish and French inflation exceeded
expectations in fanuary, Economists sy
price pressures are lkely to contime
avershooling BOR forecasts.

Madia Gharbi, senior economist at
Pictet Wealth Management, predicted
wage growth would increase this year
after the bloc’s unemployment rate hit
an all-time low of 7 per cent in Decem-
ber and a quarter of EU companies
reported record labour shortages, "It
will be quite a tough period for the doves
atthe BCE right now,” shesdded.

programme, adding that it had paid
back much of the debt it toolk.on during
the 2020 downiarn.

“COur effective pandemic response,
focused inrestments during the down-
cycle, and structural cost savings posk-
tiamed us to realise the full benefits of
the market recovery in 2021, said Dar-
renWoods, chlef executive.

Brent crude prices surged to more
than 91 a harrel this week for the first
timee since 2014 a5 the global recovery n
ail demand strains s pplies.

Exxonshares rose s per centlo $80.49
by midday yesterday and have surged
morethan 20 per cenl this year, making
the stock aneof the best performers ina
weak broad ermarket.

et from the vast Permian Basin
ailfield I western Texas was up 100,000
barrels of oil equivalent a day in 2021 to
AE0,000 o). Exxon also reported ris-

&£

The ECB'S

Rate-rise expectations rekindled a
sell-off in eurczone bonds this week,
pushing Germanmy’s 10-year borrowing
cost —a bencherark for assets scross the
currency bloc = above zero.

‘German two-year yields, which are
highly sensitive to rate expectations,

headquarters have climbed sharply since last week to
in Frankfurt: a six-year high of minus 0.48 per cent
Inwestors yesterday, rising abowve the ECBE
believe the deposit rte for the first Hme since 2015,
bank ‘might Lagarde is expected to be pressed
et spooked tomorrow on whether she still thinks
Ty this shift eurozone inflation will fall below the
i inflation’ ECE's 2 per cent target in the fourth

Exxon bounces back with biggést pfoﬁt
since 2014 after oil and gas prices boost

quarter and whether the central bank
remalins “wery unlikely” to ralse interest
rates this year.

Markets Insight page 1
Martin Wolf page 17

ingoutput from Guyana's offshore fields,
The boom in profits comes as Exxons
climate strategy remains under the
microscope after it lost a bruising progy
fight last year to the acthvist hedge fund
Engine Mo 1, which brought three new
directors on to the oil major’s board.
Exxon announced a goal last month to
reach nat sero emissions from s opera-
thons by 2050, Critics said the target did
not go far enough, however, because it
Adld not include the carbon emitted from
burning fuels, which comprises the bulk
of emissions associated with the group.
Exooon this week disclosed a corporate
restructuring that elevated its low-
earbon division to became one of thres
large business lines. Kathy Mikells,
Exxon’s chief financial afficer, sxid it was
actively looking at scquisition opportu-
nithes for the low-carbon business.
Total's east Africa project page B
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» Piitiin says Moscow secuiity fears ignored
The Russian president has hit out at western powers
for ignoring Kremlin demands for guarantess that
Ukraine will not jokn Mato, as be insisted he wanted
o avold “negative scemarios” ke war.— PacE &

+ UBS unveils highest profit since 2006
Switzerland s biggest bank has announced bumper
results om the back of stromg stock market

last year and set out plans o almost double its share
buyback programme.— PacE & LEX PAGE 18

» Guptas’ $27bn freight contracts revealed
The South African corruption probe has highlighted
deals from a state company in a report that labels
the family’s business “racketeering”. The brothers
were allied to former president facob Zuma.— pace 2

= Attempted coup in Guinea-Bissau
Heavy gunfire has been

reported in the capital Bissan

near the Government Palace,

where president Uman Sissooo
Embale was presiding over a

cabinet mesting.— FasE 2

» Amnesty apartheid verdict angers Israel
The humam rights group has sald that treatrment of
Palestinians amounts to systematic oppression,
ot hing fadings from other bodies. B repoet
drew charges of anti-semitism from lsrael.— Face s

= Rio Tinto reveals sexual assaults

The London-based miner bas revealed 21 women
sabd they were raped or sexualby assanlted at its
malmees over the past five years, in a report that also
pointed to bullying and ractsm.— PAGE 8; LEx., PasE 19

» Aston Martin petrol engine countdown
The luxury carmaker has said it plans to sell only
electric or hybrid cars within four years, as it seels.
to decarbonise while serving customers who stll
warnit the com bustion eRgine sxperience — pase &

Sanctions arsenal
Humber of Imposed measures
globally

2000
Source: Global Sanctians Data Base




“All the News
That's Fit to Print™
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Late Edition
Today, areas of fog, clowdy, mildes.
light breezes, high 43. Tomight,
mostly cloudy, patchy fog, low 38
Tomerrow, cloudy, rain, fog, iigh 44
Weather map appears on Page A20.

WOL.CLXXI .... No. 56,322 £ 2022 The Mew York NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, FEERUARY 2, 2022 £3.00
T 7‘“’; e e e e e mown s PUTIN CLAIMS U.S.
sl Pe— »= IS TRYING TO GOAD
A H"g’e’; —— — MOSCOW INTO WAR
S s e e
S - Germany

His Own Words Show
Democracy’s Fragility

By SHANE GOLDMACHER

A series of new remarks by
Donakd J. Trump about the after-
math of the 2020 election and
new disclosures about his actions
in trying to forestall its result
including discussing the use of
the national security apparatus
lo seize voting machines have
pped away any pre1ense that
the events of Jan, 6, 2021, were
anything but the culmination of
the former president's single-
minded pursuit of retaining
power.

Mr. Trump said on Sunda;
Mike Penc
turmned the election
ing for the first time that the aim
ol the pressure campaign he
focused on his vice president had
simply been to change the elec-
tion’s result, not just to buy time
to root out supposed frawd. as he
had long insisted. Those efforts
ended at the Capitol with a vio-
lent riot of Trump supporters
demanding that Mr. Pence block
the Electoral College vote.

Over the weekend, Mr. Trump
also dangled, for the first time,
that he could issue pardons to
anyone facing charges for par-
ticipating in the Jan. 6 attack if
he is elected president again —
the latest example of a yearslong
flirtation with political violenee.

And, ignoring what happened
the last time he encouraged a
mass demonstration, Mr. Trump
urged his supporters to gather

“in the biggest protests we have
ever had” if prosecutors in Mew
York and Atlanta moved further
against him. The prosecutor
examining Mr. Trump's efforts to
overturn the election in Georgia
immediately asked the FEB.L to
comduct a “risk assessment™ of
her building's securir

The events of Jan. 6 played out
so publicly and so brutally — the
instigating speech by Mr. Trump,
the flag-waving march to the

Continued on Page Al2
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‘Swine Bomb’
Hits Bay Area,
Tusks Flailing

By THOMAS FULLER

MORAGA, Calif. — The resi-
dents of the San Francisco Bay
Area goto great lengths to accom-
modate the wealth of wildlife
around them.

A sign at a playground in Mor-
aga, a i5-minute drive from San
ranciscn, advises parents that
rattlesnakes are = mportant mem-
bers of the natural community™
and to give the snakes “respect™
Across the Bay in Burlingame,
an animal shelter has rescoed a
family of skunks from a construc-
tion hole, a chameleon from power
lines and nursed 100 baby squir-
rels that tumbled out of their
nests.

With the exception of the occa-
sional aggressive covote, the ani-
mals that roam the hills and gul-
lies of the Bay Area turkeys,
mountain  lions, deer, bobcats,
foxes and the rest of a veritable
Noah's Ark — find themselves on
somewhat  laissez-faire  terms
with the humans around them.

Mot so for the rampaging feral
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National Debt
Breaks Record
At $30 Trillion

By ALAN RAPPEPORT

WASHINGTON — America’s
gross national debt topped 530
illion for the first time on Tues-
day, an ominous fiscal mil
that underscores the fragile
ture of the country’s long-term
economic health as it grapples
with soaring prices and the
prospect of higher interest rates,

The breach of that threshold,
which was revealed in new Treas-
ury Department figures, arrived
years earlier than previously pro-
Jected as a result of trillions in fed-
eral spending that the United
States has deployed to combat the
pandemic. That 55 trillion, which
Tunded expanded jobless benefits,
financial support for small busi-
nesses and stimulus payments,
was financed with borrowed
money.

The borrowing binge, which
many economists viewed as nec-
essary to help the United States
recover from the pandemic, has
lefi the nation with a debt burden
=0 large that the govermment
would need to spend an amount
larger than America’s entire an-
nual economy in order to pay it off.

Some economists contend that
the nation's large debt load is not
nhealthy given that the economy

is growing, interest r
and investors are
buy U5 Treasu securities,

which gives them safe assets to
help manage their financial risk.
Thase securities allow the govern-
ment to borrow money relatively
cheaply and use it to invest in the
economy.

For wears, presidents hawve
promised to limit federal borrow-

This article is by
Katie Thomas and
Greenberg.

WASHINGTOMN
United States saw @
cal increase in corenavirus cases
in late December and a growing
backlash over a shortage of rapid
tests, President Biden promised
that his administration would mail
500 million of them to Americans,
free of charge.

There was a major hitch: The
administration had vet to secure a
single test kit for the program.
The announcement sent officials
hunting for stockpiles in ware-
houses around the country and

Jessica Silver-

Ag

the

ion Households
Make Request After
Biden's Promise

uncommitted supply from
manufacturers,

Today the federal government
is mailing tens of millions of rapid
tests requested through a new
Postal Service website that has
sustained heavy traffic, with
roughly 60 million households or-
dering the tests so far, according
to the White House. The nation
has a litthe more than twice that
many households owverall, sug

large

Homes, After a LLate Dash

Eesting enormous interest. Or-
ders are limited to four per house-
hold for mow.

Testing shortages have bedew-
iled the government since the be-
ginning of the pandemic, and the
resurgent supply of at-home tests,
which deliver results in about 15
minutes, may be coming too late,
given that the Cimicron wariant
has already peaked in many re-
gions. But the home deliveries,
and broadened acce
overall, represent a st
avound for an administration that
had struggled to meet demand as
it focused largely on vaccination.

It sucoeeded partly by tur
to a cast of new players in a

Continued on Page All

SAYS HE SEEKS “DIALOGUE’

Apparent B to Lower

Tensions but Keep
Options Open

By ANTON TROLANOVSKI

and MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ
MOSCOW — President Viadi-
mir V. Putin said on Tuesday that
the United States was @ L]
pull Russia into an armed conflict
over Ukraine that his government
did not want and signaled he was
prepared to engage in more diplo-
macy, even as he insisved that
NATO's presence in Eastern Eu-

rope threatened world peace.
Mr Putin said he hoped that “di-
alogue will be

fraining from repeating his earlier
threat to take unspecified “mili-
technical™ measures if the
=t did not comply. Addressing
the standoff over Ukraine for the
first time since December, Mr
Putin appeared to be trying to dial
down tensions slightly in a crisis
that has ignited fears of a full-
fledged  Russian  invasion  of
Ukraine.

The Russian president claimed
the United States that was
2 the flames of war, seeking

and create a pretext for enacting
harsh new sanctions. Officials in
Russia — as well as Ukraine —
have accused the Biden adminis-
tration of exaggerating the threat
of a Russian invasion, even as the
Kremlin has massed, by Western
estimates, more than 100,000
troops to Ukraine’s south, east
and north, precipitating the crisis.

“Theeir most important task is to
contain Russia's dE"\.‘E'D]JI’I"IQI]I."

Mr Putin said of the United
States, repeating one of his fre-
guent talking pointe. “Ukraine is

Just an instrument of achieving
this goal. It can be done in differ-
ent ways, such as pulling us inuoe
some armed conflict and then
forcing their allies in Europe to en-
act those harsh sanctions against
us"

Asked about the United Stat
written responses to Moscow's

Continued on Page A8

TRENCH WAR O the fromt lines, a
ook at the grinding tactics of the
Ukrainian Army. PAGE A8

Brady Retires After 22 Years of Setting Records and Defying Time

By BEN SHPIGEL

Tom Brady’s football career
traced an arc that bordered on
mythical, ascending from sixth-
round N.EL. draft pick to seven-
time Super Bowl champion guar-
rerback and global celebrity. And,
after more than two decades of un-
paralleled brilliance in his sport, it
has ended.

The retirement announcement
by Brady, who once said that he
waould leave football only when his
performance began to decline,
comes as he is, even at age 44, still
clearly among the best in his
sport. In his 22nd season, he led
(he league in  passing yands
(5,316, completions {485) and
touchdowns (43) for the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers, who lost in the
divisional round of the N_E.C. pl
offs 10 the Los Angeles Rams.

Brady's official  declaration
came three days aflter ESPN re-

==

Tens Brasly ancsonincesd bis retirament on social aedia Tuu,d..v

his father, Tom Brady Sr., and his
agent, Don Yee, who in a state-
ment said Brady alone would an-
nounce the details of his fulure

that he wanted to play until he was
45 years old. But on his "Let’s
Go!* podeast with Jim Gray in late
January, he spoke about spending

children. and said he would ke
a decision with their input.

“1 have always believed the
sportof football is an ‘all-in' propo-
sition if a 1000, competitive
commitment isn't there, you won't
succeed, and success is what 1
love so much about our game”
Erady said in his Instagram post.
i dlﬁl(‘llll for
me to write, but here it goes: 1 am
not going te make that competi-
tive commitment anymaore. 1 have
lowed my NFL career, and now itis
time to fecus my time and energy
on other things that require my at-
rention.”
frer Brady's announcement,
tributes from across the MEL
flowed in. The Patriots, for wham
he plaved his first 20 seasons,
thanked and congratulated him
on social media, as did their
owner, Robert K. Kraft, who in a
statement said that he has “the
greatest respect” for Brady and

pigs. They are tearing up lawns, | ing and bring down the nation’s | ported his departure, Inciting a ans. more time with his wife, the super.  “always w
Continued or Page A15 Continued on Page A 14 frenzy that was initially denied by Brady had for years asserted  model Gisele Biindchen, and three Continued on Page Al5
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China Turns to Middle East

Beijing is expanding its ties to several
Arab oil giants, using vast infrastruc-
ture investments and cooperathon on
PAGE AS

technology and security.

Vaccine for Young Childr
Pfizer asked the ED_A. 1o authorize two
doses for chikdren younger than 5 while
it researches whether three doses

would be more effective.

PAGE Al

Little Help in Protecting Pay

Only abour a quarter of the S800 billion
of aid went to jobs that would have been
lost, new research found. A big ch
lined bosses” pockets.

PAGE Bl

MN.F.L. Faces a Bias Lawsuit

Brian Flores, the former coach of the
Miami Dolphins, said teams discrimi-
K nated agains
coaches in their hiring.

hi

and other Black
PAGE B3

Amy Julia Becker

PAGE Al%
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UCLA
teacher
raised
worries
last year

Ex-lecturer arrested in
Colorado after making
threats. Some say
school ignored signs.

By ALEJANDRA REVES-
WVELARDE, NaTHAN SoLis,
RICHARD WINTON

AND TERESA WATANABE

To his students at UCLA,
the warning signs about lec-
turer Matthew C. Harris
seemed abundant and long-
standing.

By the spring 2021 quar-
ter, the philosophy lecturer
had gained a reputation as
odd and guixotic, speaking
haltingly, changing his syl-
labus willy-nilly and spend-
ing the first four weeks of his
“Philosophy of Race™ class
without once showing his
face over Zoom.

Things got weirder as the
term progressed, students
said, leading up to a final
exam that included an essay
guestion about the hate-
filled manifesto of Christo-
pher Dorner, a former LAPD
afficer whose 2013 shooting
rampage killed four people
and wounded three others.
Students were asked to con-
sider the "oppression, disre-
spect and loss of dignity”
suffered by the homicidal ex-
cop.

Eventually. one student
said she reported Harris to
campus authorities and the
FEI after he directed anoth-
er student to his YouTube
channel. which included
disturbing references to sex-
ual perversion and bomb
threats at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport, UCLA re-
moved the postdoctoral fel-
Tow from his post last spring
after emails he sent to his
mother revealed even more
graphic, and specific, al-

[See UCLA, AS]
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BEIJING U € ® oLvMPICS

Lon Angeles Times

ABDURAHMAN Tohti, a Uyghur who is in Turkey, lost touch with his family after China's mass arrests.

Uyghurs seize on Games
to shine light on their plight

Some exiles protest China’s repression and labor camps

By ALICE Su

ISTANBUL, Turkey — Surely his
Son would know his voice, Abdurah-
man Tohti thought.

But the answer that came over the
phone nearly crushed him

“I have no father.” the boy replied
in Mandarin, not in Uyghur, his
mother tongue.

“The Chinese government trained
him like that,” said Tohtl. “IL's a feel-
ing T cannot describe.”

The boy was only 2 in 2006, when he
left Turkey with his mother and
grandmother to visit their homeland
in China’s Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
mous Region. Mass arrests began
while the child was there. More than

amillion Uyghurs, Kazakhs and other
mostly Muslim  minorities  were
forced into indoctrination camps.
Tohti, who had been living and work-
ing in Istanbul since he left China
years earlier. lost contact with his en-
tire family.

Fiwve years after China began the
campaign of mass incarceration, cul-
tural erasure and coercive labor,
most Uyghurs abroad remain cut off
from their families. Many kept guiet
through the first years of the camps,
afraid that contacting their loved
ones would draw fresh persecution.
But Uyghur exiles have since grown
bolder — staging protests and filing
legal complaints — in calling atten-
tion to their people’s plight and tak-
ing a stand against repression.

MNow, as the world’s gaze turns to
Beljing for the Winter Olymplies,
Uyghurs, along with Tibetans, Hong
Kongers and Chinese human rights
advocates, are calling for govern-
ments to boycott the Games and ath-
letes to speak out against the Com-
munist Party. More than 240 interna-
tional nongovernmental organiza-
tions, many of them human rights
groups, issued a statement last week
urging governments, athletes and
sponsors to not legitimize China's
abuses

Tohti hopes the groups succeed.
He cannot bear that his boy, Abdul-
aziz, has lost the language of his peo-
ple. He first learned of it in 2008 when
he spotted Abdulaziz in an online

[ See Uyghurs, MAd]

A flutter of magical hope
along the Central Coast

“Careful. Shilo! Don't step on the
butterflies,” called her owner. Nate
Everitt, who lives nearby and volunteers

By Diana MaRCUM

HEEPORTING FROM LOS OS0S8, CALIF.

CARY CORONADO Los Angeles Times
MONARCH BUTTERFLIES mate at a prescerve in Los Osos, Call
population is starting to recover after nearly disappearing for two years.

COLUMN ONE

The press
box was
suddenly
hushed. I"Il
never forget.
the sound of
that hush

Tt was tano
Sundays ago
in Tampa,

end of the game.

everyorne knew.

Raymond James Stadiam,
the Rams playing the
he Tampa Bay Buccaneers in
the NF'C divisional playoff.
For nearly three hours,
the Rams were dominating,
leading by 24 points, and my
working brethren were
relaxed, chatting, loudly
typing stories that would be
completed long before the

Then, in the flash of a
GOAT, everyvthing changed.

Tom Brady went to work.
And the press box grew
sweepingly silent, awe-
struck, entranced, because

here was the distinctive noise

ofsomething Falling,
Ploj

P.

Plop. Plop.

It was the sound of pairs
of monarch butterflies hitting the
ground.

Mating season, which sometimes
involves the male monarch hurtling the
female from canopy Lo earth, had come
early. In a small eucalyptus grove at the
end of a housing tract, it was raining
butterflies.

‘One pair landed next to a black Lab-
rador stretched out in dappled sun. The
dog wiggled to her feet.

inthe Coastal Access Monarch Butter-
Ny Preserve in Las Osos,

Kingston Leong, an entomologist
who watches over this and other little-
known Central Coast monarch hawvens
— and the first to document hurtling-
from-the-treetops mating behavior —
kept his eyes on the butterflies missed
by Shilo's paws.

“Theyre golng to spiral * he said

They did. Two interlocked butterflies
looped upward, a tumbling bright or-
ange against bright-blue sky., landing on
the top of a Monterey pine.

Leong pointed out that the sunlight

scary as hell.

At age 44, in his 22nd
season, Brady was still

Brady completed five
straight passes to set up a
field goal. Brady completed
three straight passes to set
up atouchdown. Brady
completed a 55-yard pass
for another touwehdowr
Brady completed a perfect.
pass over the middle to set.
up agame-tying touchdown.

That last throw was a

Brady showed his
greatness on field
until the very end

BILL PLASCHEKE

nine-yard dart through
traffic to Cameron Erate, a
beautiful toss that would
eventually sail into history.

It would be the last pass
of his career.

Brady announced his
retirement Tuesday, and
how perfect that he ended
his playing days still fight.-
ing, still climbing, still able
to mount a 24-point come-
back with a greatness that
made anything possible.

The Rams won Brady's
last game, but they won it
only because he was on the
bench, helpless to stop a
last-second feld goal drive.
They won only by taking
the ball out of his hands,
Sitting him down and mak-
ing him watch,

Brady didn’t runout of
talent. He ran out of time.
He didn't stumible out of his

boldly away. Even while
taking his last competitive
breaths, Brady nearly
pulled off a miracle.

He is so magical, folks
erowded ancund one of the
Raymond James Stadium
tunnels after the game just
towatceh him walk off.

He istaller than one
would think, his 6-foot-4
frame often dwarfed by the
glant linemen around him.
He also looks older than
one might imagine, the
wears showing on his face in
ways they never appeared

mmes

latimes.com

WHY
OMICRON
WASN’T A
‘GREAT
UNIFIER’

It initially appeared

the variant might
spread equally. Then
it hit poor arcas.

By HAYLEY SMITH

The Omicron wave swept
through Los Angeles over
the last two months with un-
precedented speed but ulti-
mately traced a grim path
that is becoming increas-
ingly familiar two years into
the pandemic.

Cases Mrst exploded inafl-
fuent communities, where
air travel likely introduced
the latest coronsvirus var-
iant, which got a head start
in places like South Africa,
London and New York.

At first, it appeared the
variant might be a “great
unifier,” spreading eqgually
throughout the county, but
then it took a hard turn
toward lower-income com-
munities of color that had al-
ready suffered the most
throughout the pandemic.

By January's end, offi-
cials with the L.A. County
Department of Public
Health said South and
South Central Los Angeles,
East L.A. and parts of the
San Fernando Walley once
again had the highest co-
ronavirus case rates in the
county.

The shifts “likely reflect
the fact that we're now see-
ing increased transmission
among those whose jobs are
putting them in close con-
tact with others and who
often live in crowded hous-
ing” I.A County Public
Health Director Barbara
Ferrer said.

The findings lay bare how
even a highly contagious
wariant like Omicron
couldn't overcome the per-
vasive and systemic ineqgui-
ties of public health in a mas-
sive county like Los Angeles.

Though Omicron is prov-
ing to be generally less
severe than earlier strains of
the coronavirus, essential
workers, pecople who live in
dense or multigenerational
housing and those with
underlying health issues re-

[See Omicron, AT]

Pfizer seeks OK
for youngest kids
Urged by FDA, the firm
asks for COVID vaccine
authorization for those
under 5. PERSPECTIVES, A2
County’s maslk
rules guestioned
Sceruting comes after the
governor and mayor are
seen barefaced at a Rams
Eame. CALIFORNIA, B1

final moments. He marched

[See Plaschke, A12]

shining through their patterned, or-
[See Monarchs, A12]

EX-COACH SUES NFL: Flores, fired by Dolphins,
alleges racial discrimination by toeams. SPORTS, Bi0

Ukraine calls on
its allies to get
tough on Russia
Kyiv asks the West for
stronger “prevention’™
measures against an
invasion. WoRLD, AZ

Early snow
gains disappear
After a dry January,
Sierra levels are again
below average, survey
finds. caALIFORNIA, B1

Coveted QB
commits to USC
Oklahoma transfer
Caleb Williams will
rejoin coach Lincoln
Riley. SPORTS, B10
Weather

Sunny and windy.
LA, Basin: 866./43, B8
Printed with soy inks on
partially recycled paper e
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2= A bill to protect California fast-food workers clears the Assembly. A8
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Drone firm
obscured
money lie
to China

Four state-linked bodies
invested in commercially
popular DJL files show

BY CatTe CADELL

Chinese drone maker DJI, a
leading supplier of drones o ULS.
law  enforcement, obscured its
Chinese government funding
while claiming that Beijing had
not invested in the firm, accord-
ing to a Washington Post review
of company reports and articles
posted on the sites of state-owned
and -controlled investors, as well
as analysis by IFVM, a video
surveillanee research group.

The documents show that four
investiment bodies owned or ad-
ministerad by Beijing have in-
vested in the popular drone
brand in recent years, including a
state asset manager that has
pledged to play a key role in
promoting partnerships between
private enterprises and the Chi-
nese military.

Brendan Carr, the senior Re-

BGUNG PARAME W ARA/ GETTY IMAGES

A man prays at Vihara Satya Dharma, a Chinese temple in Indonesia, to mark the Lunar New Year. Countries
across Asia welcomed the Year of the Tiger om Tuesday, although Beijing banned fireworks ahead of the Winter
Olympics, which open Friday. The ban helped the eitv record its cleanest air tor a Lonar New Year in nine vears.

publican on the Federal Commuo-
nications Conumission, which aa-
thorizes DJT% equipment for use

on U8, commumnications net-
works, labeled reports of the links
as “deeply concerning” in an in-
terview. The PFOC proposed
changes last yvear that conld se-
limit access to ULS. markets

k.

Serutiny of DJI comes as the
company is already facing action
b . regulators over its ties to
Beijing's security apparatus. DJT
was among eight Chinese compa-
nies added to a US. investment
blacklist by the Treasury Depart-
ment in December over sales of

sEE DRONES 0N A1l

Spyware firm allegedly sought cell network access

BY Cralc TIMBERG

The surveillance company
NS0 Group offered to give repre-
sentatives of an American
mobile-security firm “bags of
cash™ in exchange for access to
global cellular networks, accord-
ing to a whistleblower who has
described the encounter in confi-
demntial disclosures to the Justice
Department that have heen re-
viewed by The Washington Post.

histleblower says NSO
offered *bags of cash’ to
muobile-security company

The mobile-phone security ex-
pert Gary Miller alleges that the
offer came during a conference
call in August 2017 between NSO
Group officials and representa-

employer at the time,

a California-based
¥ that provides security
5 to cellolar compamnies
\\ur'l.dwldr The NSO officials spe-
cifically were secking access to
what is called the S57 network,
which helps cellular companies
route calls amd services as their
users roam the world, according
to Miller.

Surveillance companies try to
access cellular communication

networks to geolocate targets and
provide other spying services.
Cellular companies seek to pre-
vent such intrusions by restrict-
ing aceess to the 887 network and
using firewalls to block computer
queries that seek personal infor-

mation on their custoimers.
Miller’s allegations are becom-
ing public at & time when the
Justice Department is conduct-
ing a criminal investigation into
SEE SPFYWARE 0N AZe

Putin:
Ukraine
a pawn
of West

YS U.S, ALLIES AIM

o HEM IN RUSSIA
In Kyiv, warnings of a

wider, intractable conflict

BY ISABELLE KHURSHUDYAN,
Missy RYAN,
BACHEL PANNETT
AND WILLIAM BooTH

KYIV, UERAINE — President
Viadimir Putin hit back against
the West on Tuesday, accusing the
United States and NMATO of using
Ukraine to hem in Russia and
ignoring Moscow'’s security con-
cerns.

The Russian leader, spe:
L0 reporters as a major
buildup around Ukraine stokes
fears of an assault, said the Krem-
lin was reviewing . and NATO
replies to recent proposals that
seek to check NATODS military
presence in the region, one el-
ement in a flurry of diplomatic
activity aimed at averting further
conflict.

“But it is aleeady clear that
Russia’s fundamental concerns

have been ignored.” Putin said,
guestioning NATO: open-door
policy, which conld allow for for-

Soviet states like Ukraine to

') refiers to the right of

cuuntnﬁ o choose freely, bat yoo

cannot strengthen someone’ se-
curity at the expense of others™

SEE UKRAINE ON A1S

Inwar’s path?: Ukrainians wait and
woITy along a key entry route. Add

China and Russia: Putin's trip
shows Lhe nations” close lies. ALS

Ex-coach
sues NFL
over hiring
praclices

BY Makk Mask
AND NICK! THABVALA

Brian Flores, who was fired last
month as coach of the Miami
Dolphins, filed a lawsait Tuesday
against the National Football
Leagne and its teams, accusing
them of discriminating against
intheirhiring prac-

and pay eompared wi
their White counterparts.

The lawsuit is a stinging publie
rebuke by a prominent Black
coach of the NFL, which for years
has said hi lack candi-
dates to senior coaching and exec-
utive positions was a major goal
for a league in which approxi-
mately 70 percent of the players
are Black. The NFL's own senior
executives have lamented thelack
of diversity among the coaching

A “closed loop’

(% BEUJING OLYMPICS

parales Be

AARDN FRMILAA SS0CKTED PRESS

Athletes, jonrnalists and oMclals were tested hefore boarding planes to China and agaln upon
arrtval at Beljing's airports. Then they waited on another test before entering the “closed loop.”

ijing rom Olympics

Culture, tourism lake
a back seat to safety
under covid policy

BY ADAaM KILGORE

BELNING — For participants, the
Olympics are not taking place in
China so mmuch as within a tiny
universe that happens to be in-
side China. Officials have labeled
it a “closed loop”™ People inside
cannot go out, amd people outside
cannot go in. Visitors may oh-
serve the host city only at a
remave, through the windows of
their hotel room or moving buses,
The Beijing Olympics are com-
posed of Bejjing and the Olym-
pivs, and the two are walled off
from one another.

Much like their brethrem in
Tokyo last summer, Beijing 2022
organizers created a bubble sys-

SEE OLYMPICS 0N A13

Barry Swrluga: Abty Roque is
a pioneer for Indigenous people. DA

AFE FLORES 0N A0

NATO forces
unite. grow
as Pulin lries
for opposite

BY LIz Siv

AMARI AIR BAS
ith roaring engines flashing
orange against the snowy sky,
two U8 F-15 fighter jets on
“Tuesday streaked into the icy air
above this former Soviet air base,
where they have become part of
the effort to reinforce NATO's
eastern flank in response to Rus-
slas military buildup  arowmwd
Ukraine.

The jets are among a contin
gent of siv F-15 Strike Eagle
warplanes that arrived in Estonia
last week from their base in
Britain, initially to participate in
a schedubed NATO exercise. Now,
the planes will remain indefinite-
Iy, said Lt. Col Taylor Gifford,
director of operations for the
336th Fighter Squadron, to bol-
ster the small Raltie air-palicing
mission patrolling the only sliver
of MATO airspace directly border-

SEENATO ON A8

IN THE NEWS

I DAILY NEW S-HEDORLY AESOCIATED PHESS
n Virginia Two Bridgewater
College campus officers were Killed, and a
suspect was taken into custody. Bl
Meel the Washi Il Washinglon
Foothall Team unve s new name today,
part of an E-month rebranding process. D1

5400_u1165

THE MATION

The Lsck of Medicare
coverage for at-home
cornmnavirs tests has
sparked an outery. As
Former president
Donakd Trump's latest
claims that the ebection
should have been “over-
tnrmed” have jolted a
congressional debate. A4
Mative American tribes
reached alandmark
opioid deal with
Johnson & Johnson and
dimg distributors for up
to $EES million. A6

All federal prisons
were placed on lock-
down this week after a
gang fight in a Texas
facility that beft two

injured and two dead. A6
President Biden has
started reaching out to
Republican senators in
an effort tn smooth the
path fior a Suprems
Court pick. A10

THE WORLD

The Indian govern
ment said it would wax
cryptocurrenches and
create a “digital rupee
in a reversal of an carlier
proposal to ban almost
all digital assets. A17

Guinea-Bis
dent said the
was “under eontrol.” A&

THE ECONOMY
About 4.3 million

peeple quit or Llldngnl
Jjobsin
'10(‘01\-.1[11;;!011:".\ l'odcml
findings. a9

THE REGIOMN
Another wave of bomb
threats at Howard
University and at least a
dozen other historically
Black institutions deep-
ened a sense of fear and
unease among students
and staff. By

virginia’s public
universities are rolling
back student coronavi-
s vaccine mandates
after an opinion issued
last week by the state’s
new attorney general. B
Richumond began re-
mwoving the pedestals for
the Confederave monu-
ments that were taken

down in 2020, B1

D.C. day-care workers
will recedve checks for at
least ][J[JRHPFIM
C Coumeil voted to
redirect tax du]l rs from
the city’s wealthiest
residents, Bl
AVirginia Senate
panel rejected Trump
administration EFA
chied Andrew Wheeler
for a Cabinet post, bt
the smub is unlikely to
halt efforts to install him
as secretary of natural
and historic resources. Bl

SPORTS

Tom Brady, the seven-
tine Super Bowl cham-
plor. makes his retive-
ment official. Sally
Jenkins discusses what
made him great.

]

INSIDE

STYLE

Two's company,
three's allowed
Janie and Cody and
Maggle are a Tennessee
throupe rding out the
pandemic togather. €1

FooD

Sauce is the thing
with chicken wings
Think beyand Buffalo
wihen you're preparing
the footbalbwatching
snacking legend. EL

DOMIEMT (D 2T
The Mstughon o Ve 145, Mo, 580
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deporites

Siempre cumple

La seleccion festejo con
la gente en Cérdoba

Con gol de Lautaro, vencid a Colombia 1-0; incluso

sin Messi, no pierde contundencia.

w

. i
Martinez mared su 19° gol con la seleccion ¥ lo celebra con Acufia

CLUE LAMACION COMAR | RECARGD POR ENVID AL INTERIDR: CORIEA, SANTAFE, ENTRE RIDS, LA PAMPA ¥ BUEMOS AFES: S30. CRPTTAL, GEA ¥ LA PLATA

160

PALOMA HERRERA
RENUNCIO AL BALLET
DEL TEATRO COLON

—especticulos

La prestigiosa artista era desde 2017 la
directora del Ballet Estable; presentd su
dimisitn indeclinable por problemas con
el staff de bailarines.

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 2 DE FEBRERO DE 2022 | LANACION. COM.AR

FMI: el portazo de Maximo
Kirchner pone en riesgo el

aval del Congreso al acuerdo

peuDpa. Unos 30 legisladores de La Campora y aliados resisten el entendimiento anunciado
por Alberto Fernandez: sin embargo. en el oficialismo dicen que el blogue no se fractura

Unos 30 diputados del Frente de
Todos rechazan el entendimiento
con el Fondo Monetario Interna-
cional (FMI) en linea con la postura
de Méaximo Kirchner, quien el lunes
renuncida la jefatura de la bancada
porsudesacuerdo con laresolucion
de la negociaciin del Gobierno por
ladeuda.

El sector que cuestiona al minis-

troode Economia, Martin Guzmiin,
apareceasi comounescollo paraque
Alberto Fernandez logre el respaldo
del Congreso al entendimiento con
¢l Fondo Monetario. Pese a las difie-
rencias y al portazo del hijo de la vi-
cepresidenta Cristina Kirchner, enel
oficialismo desestimaban ayer una
fractura de la bancada.

Maximo Kirchner fue reempla-

zado aver al frente del blogque por el
santafesino Germian Martinez, luego
de reuniones entre Fernandez —que
anoche partid rumbo a Mosci-y el
titular de la Cimara de Diputados,
Sergio Massa. Martinez responde al
exministro Agustin Rossi, quienayver
aseguroque “la posicion de Maximo
no representa a todo el kirchneris-
mo”. Paginaé

Reuniones frenéticas en la
Casa Rosada y Olivos

Cecilia Devanna

Pagina7

El Presidente y Massa
apuraron el reemplazo

Santiago Dapelo
Pdgina7

EL ANALISIS

Dos actos
golpistas en
24 horas

Joagquin Morales Sold

L NACHON

Er‘.wllnuiurdukmim'[lpus.
erael peordelostiempos.
Elcélebre parrafo de Dic-
kens podria servir para descri-
bir el estado de dnimo de gran
parte del gabinete que respon-
de a Alberto Ferndndez. “Esta
es la oportunidad”, repite un
ministroalbertista. ;Oportuni-
dad para qué? Para demostrar
que el cristinismo se convirtic
enunasecta pequefia, solopre-
ocupada por satisfacer a una
tertulia cada vez mas insignifi-
cante. Contimiaenla phginald
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El kirchnerismo
duro marcho “para
que se vaya la Corte”

JusTIcIA. La manifestacion fue encabezada por el
juez Ramos Padilla y el expiquetero D'Elia; estuvo
Boudou; no hubo funcionarios de primera linea

Dirigentes —entre ellos, D'Elia y Godoy- y funcionarios judiciales alineados con el kirchnerismo, ayer, frente a Tribunales

La Plaza Lavalle se transformad
ayer en el epicentro de un embate
politico contra el Poder Judicial.
Alli, frente al Palacio de Tribuna-
les,. dirigentesalineadoscon el kir-
chnerismo pidieron pablicamente
la renunciade los cuatro jueces de
la Corte Suprema, que a su vez no
asistieron a susdespachosy repro-
gramaron ¢l habimal acuerdo de
los martes para hoy.

Los protagonistasde lamanifes-
tacion fueron el juez penal porte-

TOMAS CIFESTA

fio Juan Maria Ramos Padilla y el
dirigente Luis 'Elia. Tambien fue
de la partida el exvicepresidente
Amado Boudou, quien. junto a
D'Elia. estuvieron presos. En la
marcha se hicieron ver dirigen-
tes sindicales como Pablo Moya-
no ¥ Sergio Palazzo, y militantes
afines al gremialista Juan Pablo
“Pata” Medina. La convocatoria
fue cuestionada por la oposicidn,
antesde unacontramarcha que se
realizard manana. Paginals

La soja llego
a su precio
mas alto
desde junio
de 2021

DOLARES. Por labaja de
la cosecha en laregidn,
superd ayer los USS560
por tonelada. Pagina1s

Rosario. La
lujosa vida
de los narcos
millennials

La mayoria no conocid la
pobreza; combinan
salvajismo mafioso con
OSIENacion. Pagina26

Dinamarca, el
primer pais que
vuelve ala vida
en prepandemia

covip. Elimind todas las
restricciones sanitarias
v recupera la plena
normalidad. pagina2z
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Esporte BY
Paulo André recebe
dinheiro do Bolsa
Atleta enquanto
participa do BBB

Ilustrada C1
Almoddvar estreia
'Maes Paralelas’

e encara o fantasma
do fascismo

Iustrada C8
Tony Bizarro, morto
aos 73, foi além

do soul e esteve ao
lado de Tim Maia

Governo vé clima
hostil com trocas na
ciipula do Judicidrio
Trocas de comando em
cortes superiores e no tri-
bunal que fiscaliza o orca-
mento devem criar cena-
rio desfavordvel a Jair Bol-
sonaro antes das eleicdes.
A chefia de Alexandre de
Moraes no TSE, a partir
de agosto, € vista como a
mais delicada. politica aa

Bolsonarista

é nomeado
corregedor da
Receita Federal

Politica Aé

EDITORIAIS A2

Rédeas institucionais
Sobre novos embates en-
tre Bolsonaro e Supremo.

ATMOSFERA
530 Paulo hoje
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Cratera aberta ao lado de obra da linha 6 do metrd, na marginal Tieté, apds galeria de esgoto se ro

A pandemia em 1°.fev

Dades des 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil
ama d
Gl ER T T79,1%
1* ciclo vacimal Lt
EEINEEY 69,7%
Dose da mfergn 21'5%
ESTAGIO DA DOENGCA
Obitos
Mbdin mudwal Emlah
- 767
604 T 2262~ e
___,_._.-""" 628.132
Cagos ™ +120,5%* (acelemado)

“Variagio em relagio a 14 diss

Esper Kallds
Fumaca toxica
sobre a Covid-19
Fazer a opinido piiblica en-
render distorgies sobre a
Covidnéo é uma tarefa fi-
cil. Seguem algumas dicas:
evite usar casos raros para
chegar a conclusoes, olhe
para o todo. Busque infor-
macoes de especialistas no
ASSUNLO, NAQ Oportunistas
de ocasido. swide Bs

Bolsonaro nega
verba a Doria,

mas fala em ajudar
locais das chuvas

Cotidiano B4

UTI fiscal
Acerca de melhora duvi-
dosa das contas publicas.

Fonte: www climatempocom.br

QUARTA-FEIRA, 2 DE FEVEREIRO DE 2022

mper; buraco cresceu ao longo do dia, ocupando trés faixas da pista local Fiipe Arsije/are

R% 5,00

Cratera se abre aolado de
obra do metro em Sao Paulo

Sabesp aponta rompimento de galeria de esgoto como causa; ndo houve vitimas

Uma cratera se abriu no as-
falto da marginal Tieté, na
altura da ponte da Fregue-
sia do O, na manha de on-
rem, bem ao lado da obra
dalinha 6-laranja do metrd.

Segundo aSabesp, umatu-
bulacio de esgoto se rompen
enquanto a méiquina conhe-
cida comop tatuzao perfurava
um tiinel trés metros abaino.

Ninguém ficou ferido, mas
oincidente causou transtor-
nos, com a interdigio total
do sentido Ayrton Senna da
via. A pista expressa foilibe-
radaartarde, masalocal deve
continuar fechada por tem-
poindeterminado. Instdvel,
o buraco foi se expandindo
ao longo do dia. A noite, ja
havia tomado trés faixas.

THOPICAL TA

Video mostra Moise Mugenyi, no chio e sem reagao, sendo espancado na Barra da Tijuca

Planalto avalia cortar IPI para
forcar governadores a rever ICMS

Na tentativa de reduzir o prego dos combustiveis, o gover-
no federal estuda realizar corte linear do Imposto sobre
Produtos Industrializados —de 10% a 50%— para pres-
sionar os estados sobre a cobranca do ICMS. Mercado At

Deputados tentam
liberar trabalho aos
14 anos mMercado A13

TCU vai apurar se BB
prejudica estados de
oposicdo a Bolsonaro aiz

O secretdrio estadual dos
Transportes Metropolita-
nos, Paulo Galli, afirmou
que nao houve choque entre
O tatuzao e a galeria.

Uma hipdtese que deve
ser investigada ¢ a de que a
passagem do equipamen-
to tenha provocado vibra-

a0 suficiente no solo para
nificar a tubulagio.

Putin diz que EUA

ignoram pedidos e

faz manobra militar
Em sua primeira declara-
¢ao sobre a tensio com a
Uecrénia no ano, o presi-
dente da Rissia, Vladimir
Putin, disse ontem gue
EUA e Otan ignoraram su-
as demandas para encon-
trar estabilidade no Leste
Europeu. Moscou fez novo
exerciciomilitar, Mundoas

As empresas responsaveis
negaram relagio da obra
COm a ruptura, Cotidiano 51

Andlise de risco da
construgdo deveria ter
detectado problema g2

Andlise EduardoScolese
Episddio é nova vidraca
tucana em obras do melrd sz

Policia prende
trés homens
pela morte de
Moise no Rio

A Folicia Civil do Rio pren-
deu 3 suspeitos de partici-
Paciao na morte por espan-
camento do congolés Moi-
se Mugenyi. Um deles con-
fessou ter dado pauladas
na vitima, como mostra
video no quiosgue em que
Moise trabalhava. O tio do
congolés disse que o sobri-
nho apanhouaté quando ja
estava morto. cotidiano B3

Antonio Isuperio
Irmdo, o Brasil te matou
e me mata também sa

Saiba quem sio as cotadas
a Suprema Corte dos EUA
O presidente Joe Biden
prometeu fazer indicacao
de substituta de Stephen
Breyer neste més, e 13 jui-
zas negras sio considera-
das para o cargo. Mundo A1
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Paris et I'Etat vont
héberger

70 «crackeux» de
plus a I'hétel race 2

EMPLOI

Malgrée la crise,

les trés petites
entreprises
recrutent race z3
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du monde pasean
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Covid : faut-il accélérer
la levée des restrictions ?

Le nombre de cas positifs et les admissions a I'hopital baissent en France, deux signes
indiguant que le pic de la cinquieéme vague épidémique semble enfin franchi.

Alors que les contaminations
par le Covid atteignent des ni-
veaux records au Danemark,
le pays a fait le choix de lever
presque intégralement toutes
les mesures de contrdle de

I'épidémie.
conseillée  par les
scientifiques danois, grice a
Peffet combiné du fort taux de
vaccination de la population et
4 la moindre dangerosité du

Une décision
experts

que. En France,

varlant Omlcron. Au Royan
me-1ni, la plupart des restric-
tions ont également éré levées,
méme si certains commerces
exigent encore le port du mas
le pic de la

cinguieme vague semble enfin
dépasse et les mesures de res-
trictions s"allegent, mais len-
tement. Premiére étape ce
mercredi, avec la fin des mas

ques en extérieur, des jauges

dans les grands événements et
du télétravail obligatoire. Les
prochains allégements, dont la
récuverture des discotheques,
sont prévus dans deux semai
nes, le 16 février prochain.

= LE PIC DE LA VAGUE ENFIN ATTEINT, RESTE A ATTENDRE LA DECRUE - LES DANOIS RETROUVENT LE PARFUM DE LA LIBERTE - LA PLUPART DES RESTRICTIONS
SONT LEVEES EN ANGLETERRE MAIS LA POPULATION RESTE PRUDENTE - MADRID VEUT PASSER A UNE SURVEILLANCE ALl FGEE, COMME POUR LA GRIFPE
=+ A PEKIN, UN PERIPLE SANS FIN VERS DES 1O DESHUMANISES - A OTTAWA, CES « GILETS JAUNES » QUE LE CANADA N AVAIT PAS VU VENIR FAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Au Mali, la France ;

s’interroge sur

le maintien de ses troupes
Face i une junte malienne hostile qui vient d’expulser

son ambassadeur, Paris se donne deux semaines

pour trancher sur ’avenir de son intervention militaire an
Sahel. Certains de ses partenaires européens renoncent déja.

PHOTOPOR! LA PROVENCE! MARPPP

E EDITDR].AL par Vincent Trémolet de Villers viremolet@lefigarafr

Le galop de la liberté

, était il ¥ a un an, Emmanuel
\-{.n_rnn avail eu le courage
d'écarter les modélisateurs

effrayants, les bureaucrates

craintifs, les précautionnenx

de principe qui, une fois encore, voulaient
confiner le pays. S'ensuivit, sur les plateanx
de télévision, une procession de médecins et
de sclentifiques transformes en Philippulus
annongant Iapocalypse. « I a du sang sur les
mains =, disalent les plus fanatiques, bran
dissant ici un rapport biaisé, 14 une projec-
tion orientée., En vain, les faits venaient
confirmer en tout point que ce choix était
proportionne.

Aujourdhui, les mémes voudralent mainte-
nir, malgré la conjugaison d'une vaccination
et d'une contamination de masse, malgré la
moindre agressivité du nouveau variant,
malgré les déclarations rassurantes des gran-
des institutions - OMS, Agence européenne
des médicaments -, le méme paradigme
étouffant. Le décalage entre leur discours et
la réalité est visible i 1"oeil nu. Les mesures de
freinage ? Elles apparaissent dérisoires quand
nous avions il y a encore dix jours 1 million
de cas par jour. Le passe vaccinal? Il est
anachronique quand le nombre de Francais

vaccinés dépasse les 90%, quand, depuis
I"'émergence d"Omicron, plus de 15 millions
d'entre nous ont éré infectés, quand surtout
(et ¢'est la meilleure nouvelle) ce chiffre ver-
tigineux n'a pas entraing 'engorgement de
nos services de réanimation. Inutile de re

prendre I'antienne sur les « non-vaccinés qui
entrainent des déprogrammationss, I'AP-
HP elle-méme reconnait que c'est 'exode
massif de solgnants qui

Rejoindre  entraine d'abord la fer
la Grande- meturede blocs,

On I'a compris, plus rien
BrEtagne n'est :ijm;lup.': la :imatiun
et le actuelle : ni les régles
DanEI‘nEIIk d'isolement, ni la gabe-

gie des tests (10 milliards
d'euras!), ni la pratique du QR Code, ni le
masque i la récréation... L'andace, aujour-
«o'hui, serait de rejoindre la Grande-Bretagne,
le Danemark, qui retrouvent ]csr:hnm'!m;dc la
vie d'avant. Conforvdant la « raison d’Etat » et
la « raison des bureaus », «gui permet & "ad
ministration de cacher ses fautes et de les aggra-
wver = (Anatole France), nos technocrates de-
mandent a Emmanuel Macron de lever les
restrictions au rythime de 'escargot. Souhal
tons qu'il préfere le galop de laliberté.. |
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Les maisons
de retraite
Orpea dans
le viseur

du gouver-
nement

La ministre délégude i
I"Autonomie, Brigitte Bour-
guignon, a recu mardi les di
rigeants du groupe mis en
cause pour maltraitance sur
ses résidents dans le livre Les
Fossovewrs, Elle a annonoeé
I'ouverture de deux enguétes
et des controles inopinés.
L'entreprise, par ailleurs me
nacée d'une action en justice
par plusieurs familles de rési-
dents, a déclaré avoir lancé
une contre-enguéte. PAGES
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Has sex positivity's
revolutlon failed?
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Levelling-up drive is ‘new slogans
without new ideas’, says Labour

Critics say 12-point plan
to help the poorest areas
lacks funding and clarity

Heather Stewart
Josh Halliday

Targetstoreduceinequalities across
society by 2030are to be enshrined in
law as part of long-awaited levelling
up proposals to be published today,

5400_u1165

amid new rows over funding for the
government's flagship policy.

Michael Gove will promise to
“call time on the postcode lottery™
of inequalities across Britain, set-
ting 12 legally binding “missions”
toimprove health, living standards,
transport, crime and wellbeing by the
end of the decade.

Announcing the government's
levelling up strategy, the communi-
ties secretary will say that everyarea
of England will have the chance to
createa “London-style” metro mayor

.-:\'

Ukrame mvasmn would
be disaster, says Johnson

as part of what he claims is the big-
pest shift of power from Whitehallto
lacal areas in modern times.

The levelling up white paper
comes with Boris Johnson desper-
ate to shift the public debate away
from lockdown parties and on to
what he savys is the guiding aim of
his premiership.

Howewver, critics warned that the
government is not clear about how
it will achieve its 12 “missions”,
which include everything from cut-
ting crime to boosting skill levels in

left-behind regions, and that there
is insufficient funding behind the
plans, Labour denounced it asa series
of slogans.

The new levelling up targets
include increasing taxpayer-funded
research and development outside
London and the south-east by 40%;
boosting “perceived wellbeing”
in every part of the country and
improving “pride in place” defined as
*people's satisfaction with their town
centre and engagement in local cul-
ture and community”; and bringing

A Russian invasion of Ukmme would end ina
humanitarian, political and military disaster for
Russia and the world, the prime minister warned as
he visited the capital Kyiv yesterday News Page 7 =

local transport connectivity across
the UK “significantly closer to the
standards of London®,

Gove said: “For decades, toomany
communities have been overlooked
andundervalued. Assome areas have
flourished, others have beenleft ina
cycleof decline. The UK has been like
ajet firingon only one engine. Level-
ling up and this white paper is about
endingthis historicinjusticeand call-
ing time on the postcode lottery.”

Ministers will give gov

ernment departments a@g

PM went

to another
No 10 party
in lockdown

Exclusive
Aubrey Allegretti
Rowena Mason
Peter Walker

Boris Johnson attended a prosecco-
fuelled leaving do for a No 10 aide
during the strict post-Christmas
lockdown that is now under police
investigation, the Guardian has
learned.

Sue Gray’'s inquiry into lockdown
parties this week revealed several
events not previously publicised,
including a gathering on 14 January
2021 “on the departure of twa No 10
private secretaries”. But the redacted
report revealed no further details,

Sources said the eventwas held in
Downing Street in part as a leaving
do for a senior policy adviser who is
nowatopcivil servant working in the
culture department.

Prosecco is alleged to have been
drunk by some staff, with Johnson
understood to have given a speech
thanking the official for their work
and staying for about five minutes.

England’s third national oe
Covid lockdown came into



