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What’s
News

Business 25 Finance
pminiabd- s

frer a selloff in high-

growth stocks during
the waning days of the year,
two-thirds of the companies
that went public in the U.S.
this year are now trading
below their IPO prices. Al

# Google and its rivals are
making big investments in
companies that agree to
sign on to their cloud-
computing services, wield-
ing a new weapon in the
battle for market share. Al

+ Employee turnowver at
Amazon warchouses poses
ap-utemjal challenge for la-
for
a sec::nd unionization elec-
tiomn at an Al Facility.

* The S&P 500 and Dow
closed the session at re-
cords, po gains of 0.1%
and O.Z?ﬁ respecu\rely. The
Masdaq slipped 0.
- Demsc.‘hemnl(wus fined
nearly $10 million by Ger-
many's BaFin for not having
encugh controls around

strong
data submissions that help set
an interest-rate benchmark. B1

crews are sickened by the

latest coronavirus variant. B3
* Didi said uarter rev-
enue fell 11L.5% from the pre-
ceding three months, after
Chinese regulators launched
a cybersecurity probe into

the firm and forced many of
it= apps to be taken down. B3

#+ Swedish battery maker
Naorthvolt said it created a
lithium-ion battery cell,
the first by a European
firm, and plans to ship it to
companies to power elec-
tric wehicles next year. B4

World- Wide
e

each other and government
and academic scientists

on Tuesday of 265427
cases a day on average— ac-
cording to a Wall Street
Journal analysis of Johns
Hopkins University data. Ad
+ A federal judge rejected
Oklahoma's attempt to halt
a Covid-19 vaccine mandate
for its National Guard
members, in a test of the
federal government's abil-
ity to require shots, A4
# Ghislaine Maxwell was
found guilty on five of six
criminal counts in her sex-
trafficking case, capping
LOrs"

cial described as a “moment
of erisis™ over Russias mili-
tary buildup near Ukraine. AS

# The Biden administration
asked the Supreme Court to
consider its bid to end the

ico” i policy, fol-
lowing legal setbacks that
have BOVETTIETT
ta the program. A3
# MNational security police
in Hong arrested seven
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Maxwell Found Guilty of Procuring Teen Girls for Epstem

‘n‘H‘ 1

JAME ROSENBERG/ REUTERS

DECISION: Ghislaine Maxwell, shown as the verdict was read, was found guilty of five of six counts in her sex-trafficking
case, capping prosecutors’ pursuit of the longtime confidante of disgraced financier Jeffrey Epstein. A3

Patents for Covid-19 Vaccines
Prompt High-Stakes Disputes

By PeTeR LoFrus

A high-stakes legal battle is
taking shape over lucrative
patent rights for Covid-19 vac-
cines, with drug companies
pitted against each other and
government and academic sci-
entists over who invented
what.

The U.S. government and
Moderna Inc., whose collabo-

ration led to one of the most
widely used shots, have fought
over who discovered a key
component and owns its
rights, Meantime, Pfizer Inc.
and BioNTech SE, makers of
another leading vaccine, are in
a patent battle with a smaller
company, and some analysts
think they could end up facing
off against Moderna.

Ar the heart of the disputes:

Who can claim to have in-
vented important elements of
the Covid-19 vaccines?

Hundreds of millions of dol-
lars are at stake. If anyone
succeeds in establishing a role
in the discovery of the wac-
cines, Pfizer and Moderna
would have to share with oth-
ers a bigger cut of the tens of
hillions of dollars in vaccine
sales being generated.

“Its scientific credit and
money. That's what people
want,” said Jacob Sherkow, a
professor who specializes in
biotechnology intellectual
property at the University of
Nlinois College of Law. “This is
a major biotech invention, for

Piease turnitopage A4

# New U.S. Covid-19 cases and
hospitalizations climb ... A4

IPOs’ Big
Year Ends
Low With
11th-Hour
Selloff

Two-thirds now trade
below debut price as
looming rate increases
give investors pause

By Corsme DRIEBUSCH
AnD PETER SANTILLL

Looming behind a record-
breaking run for TPOs in 2021
is a darker truth: After a sell-
off in high-growth stocks dur-
ing the waning days of the
year, two-thirds of the compa-
nies that went public in the
U.S. this year are now trading
below their IPO prices.

Traditional initial public of-
ferings raised more money
than ever before in 2021, as
startup founders and early in-
westors tried to cash in on sky-
high wvaluations. In the first
eight months of the year, IPO
shares rose. In Movember,
2021's class of TPOs were trad-
ing up 12% on average, accord-
ing to Dealogic. By late De-
cember, they traded 9% below
their IPO prices.

The PO market, full of vol-
atility and companies of all
shapes and sizes, is hard to
track as a whole. So The Wall
Street Journal plotted every
traditional IPO of 2021 and
mapped out how they per-
formed for the entire year to
illustrate what happened with
the market.

The data show a dramatic
slide, sparked by investor
fears that planned interest-
rate rises could curb the appe-
tite for riskier assets. The list

Please turn fo page A2

# Dow, S&P 500 edge up to
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Rivals Tap
Cash Piles
To Win

In Cloud

By Trrer MicKLE
AN Asron TILLEY

Google and its rivals are
wielding a new weapon in the
battle for cloud-computing
market share: big-dollar in-
vestments in companies that
agres to sign on to their ser-
vices,

With Thomas Kurian serv-
ing as cloud chief executive
since 2019 after a long tenure
at Oracle Corp., the Alphaber
Inc. unit has been tapping its
£142 billion treasure chest of
cash to make it more attrac-
rive o Customers.

Google has taken equity
stakes over the past year in
companies including Univision
Communications Inc. and CME
Group Inc. in turn winning
multiyear commitments to its
cloud service worth as much
as $1 billion or more.

The deals make Google
among the most aggressive of
several big companies seeking
to  gain ground on Ama-
zoncom Ine., the cloud market
leader. Microsoft Corp. has
also taken stakes in sewveral
startups as part of deals that
entail them using its cloud.

And Oracle tried last year
o buy a major stake in TikTok
as part of a deal to hawve the
China-owned social-media app
use its cloud service—and
cited the boost to its cloud
business this month in an-
nouncing its bizgest deal ever.
the planned $28.3 billion ac-
quisition of the medical-re-
cords company Cerner Corp.

The nascent strategy has
helped Google boost its mar-
ket share in a huge and rapidly
expanding industry that is key
for its growth. Google now
claims 6% of the cloud market,
up 1 percentage point from a
year earlier, though still far
behind Amazon's 41% share

Please turn to page AG
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PERSONAL JOURMNAL
Caregivers find they
have to take steps to

support their own
health. a1

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Turnover at Amazon
warehouses hinders

union arganization
efforts. B1

Facebook’s Pushback:
Political Spin, No Apologies

CEQ Zuckerberg drove response to whistleblower’s disclosures

The day after former Facebook employee

and whistleblower Frances Haugen went pub-
lic in October, the company's team in Wash-

ington started working the phones.

By Keach Hagey, Georgia Wells,
Emily Glazer, Deepa Seetharaman

and Jeff Horwitz

the facebook files ™=

Latestina sevies

on the company’s decision to ban expressions

of support for Kyle Rittenhouse, the teenager

who killed two people during unrest in Keno-
sha, Wis., and who was later acguitted of ho-

micide and other charges.

To lawmakers and advocacy
right, according to people fam

comversations, their message was that Ms.

Haugen was tryving to help Democrats. Within
hours, several conservative news outlets pub-
lished stories alleging Ms., Haugen was a Dem-

ocratic activist.

Later, Facebook lobbyists warned Demao-

sroups on the

r with the

ticular.

cratic staffers that Republicans were focused

The company’s goal, according to Republi-
cans and Democrats familiar with the com-
pany’s outreach, was to muddy the waters, di-
wvide lawmakers along partisan lines and
forestall a cross-party alliance that was
emerging to enact tougher rules on social-me-
dia companies in general and Facebook in par-

Ns. Haugen's revelations, and the thou-

Please turn to page AN

A Master of Penny-Pinching

Draws a Following in Japan

=

She offers [ans tips on how Lo spend less,
not exactly what the economy needs

By Miuo INnaDa

TOKYO—On a recent after-
noon, Megumi Nakano signed
copies of her book for some of
her 117000 Instagram follow-
ers, who oohed and aahed at
secing her in the flesh.

MNakano is no
star or Olympic
medalist. Her path
to social-media
famwe came throwgh
champion-level
penny-pinching.

with tips on
how to use a left-
over radish and
what to buy at a dollar store,
the 40-vear-old mother of two
has tapped into one of Japan's
enduring passions—to the cha-
grin of government officials
wiho think the economy could
get out its pandemic funk a lot
faster if people would stop be-
ing so frugal.

™

Ms, Nakano says saving yen
is a lot more rewarding.

“I feel like I'm more afflu-
ent at heart mow than when I
was spending more money and
possessed more things,” she
. ~It is an affluent frugal-

The popularity of Ms. Na-
kano and other ce-
lebrity savers might
help  explain  why
Japan isn't experi-
encing the inflation
now afflicting the
5.

The flip side is
that Japan's econ-
omy shrank at a 3.6% annual
pace in the guarter throuzh
?eptember Prime Minister Fu-
mio Kishida™s administration
hopes w spur consumption by
handing out the eguivalent of
$870 for each child via local
governments.,

Please turn to page AG

The best
place to find
more people
is in the
people you
already have.

Unburden people

to do the work
worth doing.
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Leading lights

Having a decent boss makes all the
difference — sarRaH 0'CONNOR, PAGE 15

Off the charts

The FT graphics that captured an
extraordinary year —eiG READ, PAGE 13

USA S250 Camads C53.00

The Italian job

Trawling my ancestry to secure an
EU passport — paTTi waLDMEI

, PAGE 14

Stand down
HK raid mutes
freedom voice

Patrick Lam, acting editor of staml
Hews, ks held by Hong Kong police yes-
terday after Z00officers raided the pro-
democracy media outhet's offices.

Lam was ene of seven arvested for
alleged “conspiracy to publish seditions
publications™. Journalistlc material was
seized and Stand Mews’s assets [rozen
underthenational security Law tenposed
by Belfing. Steve Li, a national security
unit officer, accused the outlet of pub-
lishing artbcles that “incited hatred™
against the city government and
“stirred up dissatisfaction”.

stand Mews announced that it would
close in the wake of a raid seen as
another sign of the growing threat to
freedoms inthe city.

Hong Kong news sife page &

Musk rejeCts claims h
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are squeezing out rivals in space

e Spacecraft compared to cars @ Room for ‘tens of billions’ e Calculations face challenge

RICHARD WATERS — 5AMN FRANCISCO

Elon Musk has rejected criticism that
his Starlink satellites are hogging too
much space in space, arguing that there
oould be room for “tens of bilions™ of
spacecralit inorbits close to Earth.

“sSpace is just extremely enormous,
and satellites are very tiny.” Musk sald.
“This is not some situation where we're
effectively blocking others [n any way.
We've not bocked anyone from dolng
anything, nor dowe expect to,”

His cormments in an interview with
the Financial Times came in response ta
a clatm from josef Aschbacher, head of
the Evropean Space Agency, that Musk
was “making the rules” for the new
commercial space economy. He told the
FT this menth that Musk’s rush ta

Virtual jobs abroad help
Turks beat lira decline

The surge In remate working sparked
by tha pandemic has turned iInte 3
virtual beain drain from Turkey's tach
sector as outward-locking young
pecple find cnline fobs for foreign
compankas that come with one crucial
perk: thay do mat get pald in lira. The
wave has grown as the currency has
sunk lowes. ‘Earning In dollars and
spanding In bras (s mora appealing to
e compared 1o lving in Bedin and
spanding In surcs. says one warkers.
Brain drain - PAGE T

launch thousands of commundications
satellites would leave fewer radio fre-
quenciesand orbital slots for others.

Spacel, Musk's space company, has
launched nearly 2,000 satellites for its
Starlink broadband network and has
plans for tens ofthousands more.

Rejecting suggestions he was “squeez-
ing out” competitors, Musk compared
the number of satellites in low Earth
orbit to the 2bn cars and trucks on
Earth. Each orbital “shell™ around the
Earth iz larger than the planet’s surface,
he said, with an additional shell every
10 meetres ar 3o further out space.

“That would imply room for tens of
billions of satellites,” he said. “A couple
of thousand satellites s nothing. s like,
hey, here’s a couple of thousand of cars
on Earth — it's nothing.”

FT REPORTERS

The World Health onganizas
day warned of a global
Covid-19 cases as countries incuding
France and the US reported record-
breaking infection tallies.

Tedroa Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the
WHO director-general, sakd the tidal
wave analogy reflected how the higher
transmissibility of the Omicron varint
was adding to the existing clroulation of
thee Dielta strain

“This ... will continue to put
immense pressure on exhavsted health
workers and health systems on the
brink of collapse and again disrupt lives
and livelihoods," he said as the health
by miarked the two-year annlversary
of the ermergence of Covid-19.

Prelimimary studies from seweral
countries have shown that the Omicron

some experts challenged Musk's
claim that satellites in low Earth orbit
cotild safely match the density of cars
and trucks on Earth.

spacecraft travelling at 17,000mph
meed far greater separation than carsto
leave tiene to adjust their orbinsifa colli-
shon seems likely, said Jonathan MeDonw-
ell, am astrophysiclst at the Harvard-
smithsonian Center for Astrophysics,
Atthat speed, a three-second gap would
only leave room for about 1,000 satel-
lite=in each orbital shell, he calculated.

Potential collisions can only be ident-
fied clase to when they might occur
because of the difficulty of caloulating
the trajectory of multiphe satellites and
because changes in solar weather affect
thedr trajectories, McDowell sabd.

“For many space users, planning an

variant produces less severs outcomes
but Tedros warned against compla-
wency, “There is this narrative [that] ‘it's
milder or less severe|” he sald. “But
we're undermining the other side . . . It
woild be dangerous because the high
transmissibility could increaselospital-
fisations and deathe™

His comuments came
day average for Covid =
passed 265,000 on Tuesday, the highest
tally since the start of the pandemic,
acoording to data from Johns Hopkins
University, Rochelle Walensky, director
of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, sald: "In & few short weeks,
omicren has rapidly increased across
the country and we expect will contime
tocinoalate™

Ins France, Olivier Veran, health min-
ister, echoed the WEO, saying the coun-
Ly facing a two-pronged “tidal

Elon Musk told

the

just extremely
enarmaons, and
satellites are
veTy Hny. We've
not blocked
anyone from
oing anything”

WHO warns of Omicron ‘tsunami’ as
US and Europe break infection records

avoidance manoeuvre is atleast hours if
not days, so this suggests space Is
already too coowded,” he said.

Bed|ing complained this month that
two Starlink satellites had forced the
Chinese space station to take "preven-
tive collision avoidance control” meas-
ures in October and July to “ensure the
safety and kves of In-orbit astronmwts™

Laura Forceyk, a spaceanalystat con
sultimg group Astralytical, sald Musk's
comparison of satellites to vehicles on
Earth was “flippant”, but added: “He's
essentkally correct that it's a traffic man-
agement problem.”

The race to launch thousands of satel-
lites had revealed a need for co-ordina
tion to decide “how orbital space is to be
managed ", she sxld
Lex page 16

:"space I

wave” from Omicren and Delta. France
was set to register 208,000 positive
cases yesterday, Veran added, a daily
record since the start of the pandemic,

Germany recorded 13,139 Omicron
cases, a 36 per cent increase on the pre
whous day, scoording to figures released
by the Robert Koch Institute, the coun-
try's main public healt b agency.

Karl Lauterbach, health minister, said
the situation was much worse than the
offbkcial data suggested, estimating that
the actual incidence of coronavirus in
Germany was twice or three times as
Tigh as official statistics showed .

He appealed to people to celebrate
Mew Year's Eve in away thatdid not lead
to new chains of infection. “Flease cele-
brate n small growps,” e sakd.

Reparting by Danato Paslo Mancind in
London, fomes Politi in Bolzano, Sarah
White ire Paris and Guy Chaeon in Berin
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= ETF investment poised to smash records
et global inflows had reached $1.341n st month,
compared with last year's record haul of 762 8ba.
The tally put managed ETF assets on course be
break the $10tn barrier this year.— pase &

= Biden and Putin to discuss Ukraine

The White Honse and Kremlin have confirmed that
the presidents will today talk by telephone amdd
tension over a Russian troop buikd-up on Ukraine’s
border amd rising gas prices.— PAGE 2: FT VIEW. FAGE 16

» Streaming arms race spurs $115bn outlay
‘The FT has calculated that the top elght US media
groups plan to spend big on movies and TV shows:
next year in pursnit of a video streaming business
that loses money for most of therm — pacs &

= Ex-Bear Stearns chiel Cayne dies at 87
James “Jimmy™ Cayne, who

presided over the US lender in -

the rumn-up te fts fall i the

financial crisis and became a

caricature of reckless bank

tanagement, has died.— pase 7

= Northvelt wins European battery race
The start-up backed by ¥W, BMW and vViehoo Cars
Tnas sabd its Swedsh ghgafactory produced its first
cell on Tuesday, the first group on the continent to
design and produce a battery.— PAGE 7: LEX, PAGE &

= Banned Russian rights group defiant
Memuaorial, which was dissolved by courts this week,
pledged to find legal ways to continue its work of
docamenting Soviet abuses, despite doubt over its
collection of artefacts and archival material — pacs 2

= Khan ansterity bid in push for IMF aid
The government is poised 10 present parliament
with austerity measures as Paklstan's premler seeks
to resuane a stalled $6bin loan programme, risking a
backlash at a time of deep economic pain.— rPases
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“All the News
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Taday, clowdy, showers, high 48, To-
night, evening showers, mostly
cloudy, low 43, Tomoerrow, clouds,
some sunshine, unseasonably mild,
high 56. Weather map, Page A20.
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A mobile testing site in Queens on Wednesday. Over 100,000 people in Mew York City have tested positive since Christrmas Day.

MAXWELL GUILTY
OF TRAFFICKING

Recruited Underage Girls
Abused by Epstein

This article is by Bemjosin
Weiser, Rebecen Davis O'Brien and
Colin Moynihan.
Ghislaine Maxwell,
mipanion o the disgraced finan-
r Ieﬂ'rPy Epstein, was con-
victed on Wednesday of conspir-
ing with him for at least a decade
to recruit, groom and sexually
abuse underage girls.

A federal jury in Manhattan
found Ms. Maxwell, 50, the daugh-
ter of a British media mogual,
guilty of sex trafficking and four of
the five other charges against her.
She was acquitted of one count of
enticing a minor to travel across
state lines to engage in an illegal
sexual act

Ms. Maxwell’s trial was widely
seen as the courtroom reckoning
that Mr. Epstein newver had. Mr
Epstein, who was arcested in July
2019 at the age of 86, killed himself
in a Manhattan jail cell the follow-
ing month, the medical examiner
ruled, while awaiting his own trial
on sex trafficking charges, Ms.
Maxwell was arrested a year later.

The verdict came late in the af-
ternoon of the jury’s fifth full day
of deliberations. After the jury
sent anote saying it had reached a
decision, Ms. Maxwell, wearing
dark clothes and a dark-colored
mask, was ushered into the court-
room and sat at the corner of the
defense table. She poured water
from a plastic bottle into a paper
cup and took a sip.

The jurors filed into the court-
room at 5:04 pum, and Judge Ali-
som J. Nathan read the wverdict
aloud: guilty on five of the six
counts. Ms. Maxwell sat still
through the reading of the verdict.
She then wwuched her face and
again poured water into a cup and
drank. She leaned over to speak
with one of her lawyers, who pat-
ted her on the back.

After the jurors filed out of the
courtroom, Ms. Maxwell stood,
cast a brief glance in the direction
of her siblings — two sisters and a
brother who were seated in the
first row of the spectator gallery
— and was escorted qulcl-:]youlnf
the courtroom, without speaking
to her Iaw—yers.

s, Maxwell's conviction
closed another chapter in the saga
of Mr Epstein, whose lurid ex-
ploits, dealings with the criminal
justice system and cast of famous

Continued on Page ALS
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After 4 Killings, State Trooper Is Still on the Job

This articie is by Kim Barker, Steve
Eder and Dvvid D. Kirkpatrick

In Movember 2008, Pennsylva-
nia Trooper Jay Splain was hon-
ored at a county Law enforcement
banquet as a hero, the police offi-
cer of the year. The reason: He
had shot and killed a suicidal man
who allegedly pointed an Uzi sub-
machine gun at him.

That was the first killing.
Trooper Splain went on woe fatally
shoot three more people in sepa-
rate incidents, an extraordinary
tally for an officer responsible for
patrolling largely rural areas with
lowr rates of violent crime. All four
who died were troubled, strug-
gling with drugs, mental illness or
both, In two cases, including that
of the man with the Uszi, family

Cleared for Duty After
Inquiries by His Unit
in Pennsylvania

members had called the police for
help because their relatives had
threatened to kill themselves,
The most recent death we
manth, when Trooper Splai
an unarmed man in his \rolks—
wagen Beetle. After learning that
the officer had previously killed
three other people over nearly 15
vears, the man's sister, Autumn
Krouse, asked, “Why would that
person still be employed?”
Trooper Splain is an outlier
Most officers newver fire their
weapons. Until now, his full record

ldat

af killings has not been disclosed;
the Pennsylvania State Police
even successfully fought a lawsuit
seeking to identify him and pro-
vide other details in one shooting.
In the agency's more than a cen-
tury of policing, no officer has
ever been prosecuted for fatally
shooting someone, according to a
spokesman. That history aligns
with a longstanding pattern
across the country of little ac-
countability for police officers' use
of deadly force.

Prosecutors and a gramd jury
concluded that Trooper Splain's
first three lethal shootings were
justified, and an inquiry into the
most recent one ongoing.
Rather than have independent
outsiders look into the killings, the
police agency has conducted its

Continued on Page Al4
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Bink Tling and his family escaped to India when the junta started firing on the-rtuwn in Myanmar.

Fleeing Myanmar’s Terror for an Insecure Future

By SUI-LEE WEE
He was already preparing to
leave when the gunfire erupted
without warning. The soldiers
were shooting ar civilians and
burning down homes, again.

In a panic, Biak Tling stuffed
two days' worth of clothes into a
backpack and fled. He covered
220 miles over two days on his mo-
torbike, eventually making his
way ACross 8 NAarrow suspension

Refuge in the Jungle or
Across the Border

bridge from his strife-ridden
home of Myanmar into the rela-
tive refuge of India.

A week earlier, he had sent his
wife and three young children on a
similar journsy. “Take care” he
told them. “And wait for me.”

Across Myanmar, hundreds of

thousands of people have fled
their homes, trying to escape the
wiolence and bloodshed since the
military seized power in a coup on
Feb. 1. Many are living in tents in
the jungles of Myanmar Some,
like Mr. Biak Tling, have left their
homeland entirely, pouring into
neighboring countries.

For those who stay, itis a fight 1o
survive. The junta has created a
humanitarian crisis in Myanmar
that is worsening by the day, ac-

Continuwed on Page AS

City Struggling
To Keep Going
As Virus Spikes

No Lockdowns Despite
a Crushing Caseload

By ANDY NEWMAMN
and DANA RUBINSTEIN

On the day that New York City
set a one-day coronavirus case
record for the third time in a weelk,
an entire subway line that con-
nects Queens to Manhattan was
closed because so many transit
workers had fallen ill. Other lines
faced delays.

The Fire Department, where
nearly a third of paramedics were
out sick, begged New Yorkers not
to call 911 unless it was a real
emergency, after a spate of calls
from mildly il people who were
just looking for an amhulan{'e ride
to a hospital to get a Covid test,

And while New Yorkers across
the city were lining up scores deep
to  get coronavirus tests, 20
CityMD locations that provide
those tests were closed because of
staffing shortages caused by the
wirus.

Mew York City — exhausted, be-
leaguwered and riddled with co-
ronavirus thanks to the Omicron
wvariant — remains officially open.
But as Year 2 of the pandemic
makes way for Year 3, the city is
sperating at half speed simply be-
CAUSEe S0 man b are sick.

From restaurants to libraries to
courts to cruise ships to city agen-
cies, services have been reduced,
businesses  temporarily  closed
and events canceled as the entire
city struggles to navigate through
a sort of Omicron haze.

“It’s kind of a nightmare,” Su-
sannah Koteen, the owner of teo
bars and the Harlem restaurant
Lido, said on Wednesday, Abowt a
fifth of her staff have been out
thanks o Covid and business is
down at least 20 percent. “We
were kind of seeing the light at the
end of the tunnel, and it feels like
we've taken several steps back-
ward.”

The city logged 39,591 new co-
ronavirus cases on Wednesday,
the governor's office said, smaskh-
ing the old record, set on Chri
mas Ewve, by more than 5,000,
More than 10,000 people have
tested positive just since Chrisi-
rmas Day, and the positivity rate in
some neighborhoods is approach-
ing 30 percent.

Om the city's website, the test
positivity rate was off the chart:
The chart goes up to only 20 per-
cent, and the seven-day average
smod ar Z0.97 percer

ayor Bill de Blasio told New
Ycl ke'r‘s shortly before Christmas
that Omicron would provide the
city with a “challenging few
weeks” But becan
pears to cause milder
than earlier varianes,
more than 80 percent

of MNew
Continued on Page All

OFFICIALS DEBATE
CRITICAL PHRASE:
FULLY VACCINATED

IS A BOOSTER REQUIRED?

Wariant Gives Companies
and the Government
a New Quandary

By EMILY ANTHES
and NOAH WEILAND

Goldman Sachs and Jeffries,
the investment banks, are de-
mand: that employees get
booster shots. The University of
Oregon and other institutions are
requiring that students and staff
members get boosters, New York
State has said it plans to stop con-
sidering residents fully wvacci-
nated unless they've goten the
shots.

Asthe highly transmissible Om-
icron variant spreads from coast
to coast, corporations, schools,
governments and ewven sports
leagues are reconsidering what it
means to be “fully cinated.”

MNow federal health officials, too,
have taken on the guestion. Al-
though top policymakers want to

About 62 percent of Americans
now qualify as fully vaceinated

enCourage Americans to get three
doses, some would like to avoid
changing the definition of a
phrase that has become pivotal to
daily life in mech of the country,
according to officials who spoke
an condition of anonymity to de-
scribe internal deliberations.

D, Rochelle P Walensky, the
C.DuC. direcior, said in an inter-
view on Tuesday that she and
other health officials were “work-
ing through that question” now.

"There really isn't debate here
in what people should do; she
added. “C.D.C. is crystal-clear on
what people should do: If they re
eligible for a boost, they should
et boosted.™

With Omicron's sharp rise —
mwore  than 488,000 new cases
were reported on  Wednesday
alome some experts think the
moment for change has arrived. 1
think the time is now,” said Dr

Continued on Page AIL2

For Elections, Michigan Maps
Are a Step Toward a Fair Fight

By NICK CORASANITI

One of the Ccountry's moest ger-
rymandered political maps has
suddenly been replaced by one of
the fairest.

A decade after Michigan Re-
publicans gave themselves seem-
ingly impregnable majorities in
the state Legislature by drawing
districts that heavily favored their
party, a newly created independ-
ent commission approved maps
late Tuesday that create districts
s0 competitive that Democrats
have a fighting chance of recap-
turing the State Senave for the
first ime since 1984,

The work of the new commis-
sion, which includes Democrats,
Republicans and  independents
and was established through a cit-
izen ballot initiative, stands in
sharp contrast s the type of hy-
perpartisan eMIFeme BerTyman-

An Independent Panel
Levels a Tilted Field

dering that has swept much of the
country, exacerbating political po-
larization — and it may highlight a
potential path to undoing such
gerrymandering.

With lawmakers excluded from
the mapmaking proce: Michi-
gan’s new districts will much
more closely reflect the overall
partisan makeup of the hotly con-
rested barntleground stare.
Michigan's a jump ball, and
this is a jump-ball map,” said Mi-
chael Li, a se r counsel who fo-
cuses on redistricting at the Bren-
nan Center for Justice. “There’s a
lot of competition in this map,
which is what you would expect in

Continuwed on Page AIG

EBUSINESS B1-5

Metaverse Beckons Big Tech
The power brokers of Silicon Valley are
joining game makers and start-ups in
an attempt to become the aﬁl[ekeepers
of a vast, immersive and, they hope,
profitable virtual universe PAGE Bl

MNATIONAL Al0-18
Adams to Select Chief of Staff

Frank Carone, & longtime adviser
whose business dealings have drawn
scruting will play a key role for the
incoming mayor. PAGE AlS

N=

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6
Glassware Goes Wild

The look of Murano glass is on the rise,
propelied by a wave of home goods
inspired by the centuries-old assthetic.

Pentagon's Secret Courtroom

A Guantianamo Bay facility for war
crimes trials will exclude the public, in

B retreat from rANSparency.  PAGE AlS

INTERNATIONAL Ad.9

11 Years Later, a Face to Face
A former Marine meets up in Afgha
n with a Talib. In a major battle,

ARTS Cl.6

Dread on Slaughterhouse Floor
Workers say factories are still glossing
awver virus safety, as the meatpackers

Crumbling Monuments
Same Mew York public memorials, like
a Brooklyn work by Richmond Bartheé

had tried o kill each other, PG SPORTS BE.o above, are deteriorating. FAGE C1 that dominate beef production harvest
: & BES record profits. PAGE B1 Above, Toshie Adachi’s wares, PAGE D1
Push to Unify the French Left The Face of a Gaming Empire Learning to Share a City
A citizens® initiative is pressuring the The expertise and exuberance of John As “Emily in Paris” returns for Season OPINION Azz23
fragmented force to unite behind a Madden formed the backbone of E. 2, Jason Farago reflects on being just )
single presidential candidate.  PAGE A% iconic video game franchise.  PAGE BS another American in Paris, PAGE CI Daniela Lamas PAGE A22 354613
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B2T5 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

Heavy
police
tactics
trace to

Q7 heist

MNorth Hollywood
robbers of 24 yvears
ago prompted the
LAPD to militarize.

By CONNOR SHEETS
AaND RoBERT J. LOPEZ

Policing in Los Angeles
changed forever on the
morning of Feb. 28
when Americans watched
on live TV as a 44-minute
flrefight unfolded between
two heavily armed bank rob-
bers and outgunned LAPD
officers outside a Bank of
Americs in a bustling North
Hollywood shopping dis-
trict.

In the end. nearly 2,000
bullets were fired, the two
robbers were killed. and
multiple officers and civil-
lans were injured in the now-
infamous showdown, which
helped usher in the modern
era of militarized police.

Loast week, ancther
shocking incident just three
blocks away offered a tragic
postseript to the high-pow-
ered approach that police
adopted after the bank
shootout.

A Los Angeles police offi-
cer carrying an assault-style
rifle rushed with several
other officers into a Burling-
ton department store after
receiving reports that a man
was attacking people inside.
‘The officer charged ahead to
confront a man who had at-
tacked shoppers with a bike
lock, fMring three rounds and
killing the man seconds after
first laying eyes on him_

But those shots also
killed M-year-old WValentina
Orellana-Peralta, who was
hiding in a nearby changing
room with her mother and
was struck by one of the
rounds after police say it ric-
ocheted off the fMloor and
plerced a wall_

Those two violent events
— 24 years apart — demon-
strate the pendulum swing
in American law enforce-
ment that has become a part
of the outrage that followed
Valentina's killing.

[See Police, AE]
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THE GREAT CALIFORNIA MIGRATION

In Nashville, ‘neighbors
that you could call friends’

Some from Golden State flock to Texas or Newvada, but
others find Tennessee’s charm, affordability more alluring

Protographs oy IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times
TODD HOOD, above, moved from Norco to Nashwville in 2008 and
opened a brewery called Bold Patrior Brewing Co. the next year. At
rop is a night view of Broadway in downtown MNashville.

¥
REPORTING FRROM MASHVILLE

Sarah Parvini

The din of Tuesday Trivia Night
filled the Nashville brewery. as pa-
trons clustered at tables puzzled out
answers to guestions posed by a
WOImEN on stage

“What river separates Texas and
Mexico?™
asked the people scattered around
the taproom. A hush fell as the
groups jotted down thelir replies.

Across the room, Todd Hood —
owner of Bold Patriot Brewing Co.
and happily transplanted ex-Cali-
fornian — sipped his coconut porter,
his back facing the flintlock pistols
that decorate the bars door handles
and the walls painted with Ameri-
can Revolution-themed murals of
Benjamin Franklin and the Declara-
tion of Independence.

The bar's Patriotic Taproom was
birthed in 2012 in an 800-square-foot
brewery in Riverside County. But it
reapened in Nashville in 2020, after
Hood and his partners decided
against expanding in California.

“California, they get you for car
registration, they get you for gas.
Any way that California can screw
you theywﬂl said Hood, still sport-

the dark-haired emcee

[See Migration, A0]

CHEISTINA HOUSE Lok Angsies Times

THE SENIORS in Downtown Magnets High School’s class of 2022 don't take
ecollege for granted. Nick Saballos, abowve, has a love of physics and a 4.47 GPA.

COLUMN ONE

T hese standout students are

humble

By TERESA WATANABE

he moment had finally come for
Hiana Portillo, a senior at
Downtown Magnets High
School in Los Angeles,

She had worked so hard and
overcome so much to get to this point: an
abrupt move from Honduras to Los Ange-
les as a fifth-grader, merciless teasing over

and ambitious

her imited English and heavy Spanish
accent, financial hardship and the emo-
tional vold left by an absent father.

But supported by teachers who tutored
herover lunchtime and fed her intellectual
hunger, Kiana had built a standout college
resume: mostly A's and rigorous courses
heawy in math and leadership roles, in-
cluding co-founding the school's first
feminist club. [See Students, Al1]

Trump-like leader
splits Brazil apart

Oldest friends stop
speaking, relatives
awvoid the topic, and
politicians duke it out.

By HATE LINTHICUM

8A0 PAULO, Brazil —
Inara Couto, a 54-year-old
teacher here, won't shop at
stores whose OWners sup-
port Brazilian President Jair
Bolsonaro,

She stopped speaking Lo
some of her oldest friends for
the same reason.

Her husband, Sergio, is
=0 at odds politically with his

PRESIDENT Jair Bolsonaro, who consults with
Stephen Bannon, will face a test at polls in October.

Bolsonaro-backing, COVID-
vaccine-refusing brother
that the two mostly Hmit
their conversations to a sin-
Ele Lopic: Soccer.

Ten months before the
next presidential election,
Brazil is more polarized
than at any point in recent
Memory, with political
conflicts and raging culture
wars souring friendships,
wrecking family gatherings
and spilling into the streets.

At the center is Bol-
sonaro, 66, a far-right na-
tionalist who rode into office
three years ago on a wave of
populist anger over corrup-
tion and who now insists

[ Sec Brazil, MAd]

mmes

latimes.com

Health
warning:
Scale
back

parties

Amid a record virus
surge in LLS., officials
urge people to avoid
MNew Year’s crowds.

By Luse MoNEY,
Rowno-Gona Lin I
AND ANUMITA KAUR

With the highly infectious
Omicron wvariant sending
coronavirus cases soaring to
unprecedented levels, Cali-
fornia’s winter surge has en-
tered  another  perilous
phase, prompting renewed
calls by health officials to di-
al back celebratory plans
and avoid crowded settings
owver the New Year's holiday
weekend.

The warmings come as
the nationwide number of
newly confirmed corona-
virus infections roared to a
record high and hospitali-
zations in California and
elsewhere continue to in-
crease.

Though officials said pre-
liminary evidence is increas-
ingly showing Omicron
causes less severe illness
than the still-prevalent
Delta variant — especially
for otherwise healthy people
who have beenvaccinated —
the numberofpeople getting
infected has raised alarms
as officials work to shore up
hospital capacity and en-
sure other vital services ar-
en't interrupted.

“We know the Omicron
wvarlant is alrborne and
highly transmissible, and
that a combination of colder
weather, indoor gatherings
and holiday-related house-
hold mixing would likely re-
sult in an increase in cases,"
officials with the California
Department of Public
Health said in a statement

That's why it's crucial,
state health officials sald,
“that everyone take steps to
protect their healthand slow
the spread of COVID-19.7

While those include long-

cited  measures such  as
getting  wvaccinated and
boosted,  getting  tested,
wearing masks indoors

while in public and staving
home if you feel sick, officials
also say more cautious New
Year's celebrations can help.
“Small intimate gather-
ingsisthe way to go this Mew
Year's IVs not the time Lo go
toalarge gathering,” said Dr,
Sara Cody, the public health
director and health officer
for Santa Clara County.
“T'he only exception would
be if you're going to spend
the entire gathering out-
[See Caution, AB]

Jeffrey Epstein’s
friend convicted
Ghislaine Maxwell is
found guilty of luring
tean girls to be sexua-
ally assaulted by late
millionaire. NATION, A6

O.C. finishes
spill cleanup

As officials declare the
shoreline restored,
the focus turns to
aging oil platforms.
CALIFORNIA, B

James closes in
on scoring title
The Lakers star is
chasing Karl Malone
and Abdul-Jabbar on
the NBA's all-time
list. SPORTS, B10
Weather

Heavy morning rain.
L.A. Basin: 56/47. B6
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Airlines aim for zero emissions by 2050. Will their lofty plan fly? A10
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Ghislaine

Maxwell

guilty on
counts

Jurors find Eps
paramour conspired
to traffic girls for sex acts

BY SHAYNA JACORS

NEW YORKE — Ghi ne Max-
well, the longtime paramour of
ancier Jeffrey Epstein, was
convicted on sex-trafficking
changes after a trial that centered
on what types of enabling con-
— including befriending
Ybul.u: girls and teaching and
scheduling them to massage an
older man — should be consid-
ered criminal.

axwell, 60, was accused of
recruiting lee-nar.e girls to mas-
sage Epstein at his homes in
Palm Beach, Fla., New York, New
Mexico and elsewhere between
195 amd 2004,

Epstein allegedly paid the girls
hundreds of dollars in cash for
the massage: which involwed
sexual touching which he
expected three times a day. He
died by suicide 28 months ago,
while awaiting his own tr

The jury found Maxwell gui y
on five of six counts, inclu
b sex trﬂ-
and sex trafficking of an
individoal wnder 18. She was
found not guilty of enticement of
one individual ander 17 with the
intent to engage in illegal sexnal
activity.

“A unanimous jury has found
Ghislaine Maxwell guilty of one
of the worst crimes imaginable,
facilitating and participating in
the sexual abuse of children,”
said Damian Williams, U5, atbor-
ney for the Southern District of
New York. “The road to justice

SEE MAXWELL 0N A1R

A breaking point on the front line

B ANNIE GOWEN Health worker’s suicide shows mental

toll at pandemic-battered hospitals

ROANOKE — Respiratory thera-
pist Alva Danicls fought in covid

talking about a breakthrough
a :

hot spots throughout the pan-
demic, but it was only recent
months that the strain began to
shaow,

He started calling his wife from
the hospital hathr\-mn. crying.

t
save them. All we r.IrJ is hag ‘em
and tag ‘em,” he told a friend.
a8 coronavirms cases fueled
by the delta w nt rose over the
summer, he told his wife: “Things
are getting bad again and we

area near the apartment in Fred-
ericksburg where he was living
while on a travel assignment,

As the omicron var
ens to bring a puw
wave this winter, the country
faces an unprecedented mental
health crisis bronght on IJ\' the
nearly two-year pandemic. Hos-
pitals and health-care fac
are woefully understaffed as ("‘l
pacity peaks onee again and
workers, emotionally battered,

don’t have enough people to fight
it. If somrething bappens to me
if I die — I'want to be buried next
to my mem”

Alicia  McAllister-Daniels, a
nurse, thought ber busband was

ML 5. W LLAMSCIN 1 WRSHINGION PR
ABOVE: A photo of Allcla MeAllister Danlels and her
husband, Alva Danlels, while camplng. TOP: Allcla at
the Eoancke children's hospital where she Is a nurse.

burned out and suffering from
post-tra
are leavi
Efforts to help th
ON & NEW UrEency,

matic  stress  disord
ing the field in droves.
have taken
ith Congress
SEEALVA ON Al

Variant
poses
trouble
for tests

RAPID KITS LESS
CLEAR ON OMICRON

Findings make it tougher
to weigh risks in daily life

BY JOEL ACHENBACH
AND YASMEEN ABUTALER

As the coronavirus spawns a
record-breaking wave of infec-
tions, new nescarch suggests that
rapid tests widely used to identify
potential covid-19 cases might be
less effective at i i 55
cansed by the swiftly spreading
omicron variant.
he finding is the latest com-
plication for anyone trying to
strike a common-sense balance
betwesn being vigilant and re-
turning to normaley as the coun-
try approaches the third year of
the pandemie

T]n research, issued 1\1(5(1‘13'
‘ol

l,mna:l Inﬂur.ules of Health, said
the rapid antigen tests — which
have been in high demand and
often hard to find this holiday
season — “do detect the omicron
variant but may have reduced

sensitiviey”

Although rapkd tests showed
reduced  sensitivity  to  omicron
compared with earlier variants in
a lab study, the real-world im
cations are ar, said Bruce J.
Tromberg, director of NTH's MNa-
tional Institute of Biomedical
SEEVIRUS ON A8

Return after holldays: D.C. Puhlic
Schools to requine negative test, B1

Conlinuing
inflation sel
to be a top
issue in 2022

BY RACTEL SITEGEL
AND LavRa REILEY

Strong consumer demand, con-
tinuing supply chain troubles and
the ecmergence of the omicron
variant of the coronavirus threat-
en to prolong sharply rising prices
well inko 2022, potentially making
inflation the premier ecomomibe
challenge of the new year.

eces defied many economists”
expectations in 2021 by rising at
the fastest pace in nm.rla'-w VEHLES,
Everything from nent to t
of used cars to groceries climbed
higher as the nation's economy
has recovered from the pandemic.

That cansed pain for consumers
— eating into sizable wage gains._ It
also cansed headaches for the Fed-
eral Reserve, which had forecast
much less inflation, and the Wihite:
Housze, which faced eoncerns even
from some Democrats  about
whether plans for more federal
spending would drive inflation
higher still.

Now, companies and econo-
mists are bracing for in O e
tinmuing into thre new year.

SEE INFLATION ON A6

Paris wants to make the Seine sw

mmable for Oly

rmpics and the public

ceking a clean break from a dirty past

LAURENCE GILA FOR T E Wi 108 POST

The Selne wends through Parls. Officials have big plans for the river, a no-swim zone sinee 1923,
BY RICK NoACK officially banned since 1922, More than two-thirds
ofall French have a negative perception of the river.
And yet when French officials unveiled their
ambitions this month for the 2024 Summer
Olympics in Paris, the Seine was treated like a
resurrected national monument, “the most bea-
tiful avenwe of the capital” and a place of “unlim-
e possibilities"

FPARIS For deecades, the Seine was the smelly
companion of the City of Lights.

Declared biologieally dead in the 1960s. the river
only ever appeaned to awaken when floods threat-
ened w spill brown mud water onto the Parisian
cobblestone sidewalks. Advances in wastewater

treatment have helped. But swimming has been SEE PARIS ON A13
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of cons

he “American tradition’
piracy theories

A reporter reflects on his time w

ng ahout

conflicts over truth, trust and belonging

BY JOSE A. DEL REAL
Rerorrinc Frosm Deavey Praza
1 DALLAS

e old textbook depository at
411 Elm St i=n’t especially eye-
catching, but for nearly &0 years
its awrful past has loomed over
downtown Dallas and, perhaps,
all of American public Hfe. “On
November 22, 1963." noves
modest historical marker fixed to
its red-brick facade, “the
building gained national
natoriety when Lee Harvey
Orwald allegedly shot and killed
president John F, Kennedy from
a sixth floor window as the
vrt.sulﬂltml motorcade passed
the site™

Every few minutes, visitors
panze to read the engraving — by
the Texas Historical
Commission, a government
agency — and then point to an
emphatic etch arownd
“allegedly™ that someone has
scratehed into the plate, in case
the point was too subtle.

“They did that because they

Know its not true,” a man tells a
companion one November
afterncon, and then it happens
again, and again, but no one is
interested in sharing these
private thoughts with a reporter,
at beast not on the record
Nobody wants to risk being
called “a conspiracy theorist™ a
“truther,” and they especially do
not want to have their names
lumped together with those
other people, the ones with the
Trump-Eenmedy signs down the
street.

Yet nearly six decades after
JFK's assassination, a significant
majority of Americans believe
that what really happened here
was eovered np or at least very
seriously distorted by . . .
SOMESDNE,

Among the conspirators listed
in limitless unsubstantiated
theories are the mafia,
international communists,
segregationists, the Central
Trert noe Agency, various
other factions within the federal

SEE ESSAY ON AS

INTHE NEWS

with TTkradne. A1s
Elon Musk faced o H
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o Richmond’s Black
oy Musenm under

INSIDE

= Families had
unexplained illnesses predating the N
nolification of jel fuel in the waler suppl

c\\'\ s

THE NATIOMN

Flight disruptions
eased slightly, but air-
lines are still suroggling
to get thousands of trav-
elers to their desting
tons. A2

Federal agents from
Homeland Secw
vestigations de
report wiiy VWL L0
anperate wely from
thelr parent agency
Immigrs 1C
toms Enforcement. As
In tributes_liberal

Aft Democrats remembered

the late Flarmy M. Reid
as a fghter” and men-
tor. At

THE WORLD

Stand News, one of the
last independent media
outlets in Hong Kong,

utives were arrested and
assets frozen. A1z
President Biden
planned to speak with
President

Putin on
Thursday amid tensions
surrounding the mil
buildup on the borde

backlash in China over
ing said were
Selose encounters” be-
tween China's space
station amnd SpaceX
satellives. Als

THE ECONOMY
Usage of cxposure noti-
Fieation apps, de
early .
has remained Jow de.
apite hopes it eonld help
halt transmission. A15

THE REGION

The Robert E. Lee stat
ue and other Confeder-
ate monmments conld go

adeal with the state. By
Metro's safety panel
lhas again ordered the
TO0-series cars out of
rvice, saying the agen-
oy hadn't followed the
terms of a plan to safely
reintrodues them. Bl
Vaccinated people who
Followed poidelines but
still got mild cases of
covid felt “defeated” by
thesir prosi rests, Bl

STYLE

Had to be there

Post reporters describe what
they witnessad at pivotal
moments in 2021, €1
LOCAL LIVING

Back in 2022

The section is taking a break
and will return next Thursday.

Dlontgomery County
police Killed a man who
opeened fire on them
during a traffic stop, au-
thorities said. 11
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deporites

Pedrito Heguy

El chicodel milagroysu
deseodevolver ajugar

Sufridungraveaccidenteen un partido de polo: sorprendio
su recuperacion v pudo disfrutar del Abierto de Palermio.

PATTISMITH CUMPLIO
75Y LE REGALARON LAS
LLAVES DE NUEVA YORK

espectaculos

A esaciudad le dedico gran parte de su
obra: recibid el Premio Nobel de Bob Dylan
asu pedido. cantd para el papa Franciscoy
se convirtiden emblemadel feminismo.

ENPUNTA DEL ESTE
LOS PRECIOS ASUSTAN
A LOS ARGENTINOS

sociedad

El bajisimovalor del peso hace carisimoel
consumo para los uristas; un cafié a $750,
una pizza para 2 a $3500, una gaseosaa
$625 son 50lo algunos ejemplos. Pagina 23
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Con mas de 42.000 casos
en un dia, el pais alcanzo el
pico historico de contagios

covip-19. Se superd el récord que se habia registrado en mayo de este ano; baja mortalidad

LaArgentinaentréayerenunanue-
va fase de la pandemia tras haber
alcanzado el récord absolutode ca-
s06 positivos detectados en un dia.
Con42.032 contagiosen lasdltimas
24 horas, se llegd, seglin los regis-
trosoficiales, aun total de 5.556.239
infectados desde el inicio de la pan-
demia. Superaron la enfermedad

5.283.910 personas y son conside-
radas casos activos 155,218,

Elreporte deayer es el mayor des-
deeliniciode la pandemia y supera
aldel 27 de mayo pasado, que habia
sidode 41080 casos. El segundo msis
alto fue el del 19de mayo con 39.652
y el tercero, el del 28 de ese mismo
mes con 29,207 infectados.

En tanto, los centros de salud de
todo el pais registraron 26 muertos
porcoronavirus ylacantidad devic-
timas mortales desde que comenzs
la pandemiaesde 117.11L

Labuenanoticia, ligada a los altos
indices devacunacion, esquelosin-
dicesde mortalidad estin en niveles
bajos. Pégina 20

AISLAMIENTO

Desde hoylaCludad reduci-
raelaislamiento para conta-
giadosycontactosestrechas
vacunados. Pagina 20

Otra vez la tragedia con
un cuatriciclo en la playa

seguridad

Primeros peritajes tras el accidente en los médanoes en el norte de Pinamar

Una joven de 25 afios murid ayer al volcar el cuatriciclo que conducia

menores), dos sufrieron heridas y uno resultd ileso, Ninguno llevaba casco, Pagina 27

EL ESCENARIO

Un
entramado
mafioso en el
centro de la
democracia

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

nadelasconsecuenciasde

la polarizacidn que orga-

niza el tablero del poder
en blanco ¥ negro es que infanti-
liza el debate hasta extremos de-
lirantes. Es decir, satisface la fan-
tasia puerilsegiinla cualel propio
mundo es un paraiso de valores
inmaculadoy luminoso, y el del
rival concentra todos los vicios
v las miserias. Ese antagonismo
irreflexivo presta un servicio in-
valorable: impide entrar en con-
tacto con las perturbadoras con-
tradicciones delasqueestéa plaga-
do el propio campo. Sobre todo,
con una, principal:queel sectoral
que uno pertenece presenta algu-
nosrasgos del contrincanteal gue
seabomina. Continiia enla pagina 14

Con polémicay la ayuda de una opositora, el
oficialismo aprobo la reforma de Bienes Personales

Gustavo Yharra
Lt NACION

Enunasesion impugnada porJun-
tos por el Cambio por supuestas
irregularidades en la conforma-
ciondel guorum, el Frente de Todos
logrd sancionar ayer en el Senado

la actualizacidn del impuestoalos
bienes personales. Lo consiguld
gracias al sorpresivo aporte de la
peronista disidente Clara Vega (La
Rioja), quien ayuddal oficialismoa
alcanzar el quoruim.

Sin el principal blogue opositor
en el recinto, que se presentard

ante la Justicia para impugnar ¢l
trdmite, el oficialismo sanciond la
lev con los cambios introducidos
por Diputados la semana pasada.
Lavotacidn concluyd con 37 votos
afavoryel solitariorechazode Ale-
jandra Vigo (Hacemos por Cordo-
ba). Continia énla pagina 8

ClaraVega
SENADCRA

§  PORLARIOM

| Ingrescal Se-
nadoen 2019
enreemplazo
delaradical
Inés Brizuela

Enlos barrios
sin subsidios la
luz aumentara
un400%

TARIFAS. La segmentacidn de
las taritas deluzy gas queaplicara
el Gobiernoen 2022 hardqueunos
500.000 usuarios residenciales
del AMBA paguen el costo total
de ambos servicios, sin subsidio.
Lasuba resultante seria de 400%.
“Un departamento que hoy paga
$500 de Juz en un barrio de altos
ingresos pasaria a $2500 men-
suales”, indicaron en el Gobier-
no. Puerto Madero, Recoleta, Pa-
lermoy Nifiez serian los barrios
COMN Mayor impacto. Pagina 16

Habilitan a
Kicillof a sumar
otros 25.000
empleados

ACUERDO. Es parte de
lo que sanciond la
Legislatura, con apoyo
de la oposicidn. paginaio
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Bolsonaro
constrange
aliados com
caos na Bahia

A folga do presidente Jair
Bolsonaro (PL) em praia
de Santa Catarina no mo-
mento em gue baianos
enfrentam tragédia pelas
chuvas constrange aliados
e membros do governo
federal. Nesta terca (28),
a hashtag #BolsonaroVa-
gabundo entrou na lista
de “assunto do momento”™
do Twitter. A Bahia conta-
bilizava até ontem mais
de 34 mil desabrigados e
24 mortes em decorrén-
ciados temporais. Poder s

Chuvas avang¢am e
podem durar dez
dias no Sudeste

As fortes chuvas gque pro-
wocaram estragos na Bahia
estao se deslocando para
o Sudeste do pais. A previ-
sao ¢ de que os temporais,
que ja deixaram alagadas
cidades de Minas Gerais,
causando mortes, perma-
negam na regiio por de se-
tea dez dias. cotdianc B2

Presidente despreza

vida humana,
afirma Rui Costa
0 governador baiano Rui
Costa (PT) diz ter como
maior desafio em sete
anos de mandato o en-
frentamento s chuvas.
Ele criticou a auséncia
de Jair Bolsonaro no esta-
do. “0 presidente durante
toda a sua gestio demons-
trava desprezoemrelacao
avida humana”. Poder A6

Acabou a mamata
sob Bolsonaro?
Episédios negam

Poder AS

Moro diz que Lava
Jato combateu PT,
mas depois recua
Poder AT

Governo adia plano
de incluir familias
no Auxilio Brasil

O presidente Jair Bolsona-
YO MERO CUmprird a promes-
sade ampliar o niimero de
atendidos pelo Auxilio Bra-
sil em 2021, Segundo vécni-
cos do governo, nao houve
tempo para operacionali-
zar 0 pagamento as famili-
as restantes ainda em de-
zembro. Mercado A14

EDITORIAIS A2

Lava Jato 2014-2021
A respeito de declinio da
operacio anticorrupgio.
E rentincia

Sobre distorcoes dos in-
centivos fiscais do Simples.

$610_u4882

B11

Brasil ‘ala
francaise’

Hotel Rosewood Sao Paulo
alia materiais nacionais a
récnica e design franceses
em conceito de alto luxo.

TMurismao

Iustrada B6
Cinema teve mulher
no comando e flerte
com o streaming

Guia B10

Relembre quais
bares e restaurantes
fecharam em 2021

i - =

EVANGELICOS CONSTROEM VILA PARA CRISTAOS AFEGAOS QUE FUGIRAM DO TALIBA

QUINTA-FEIRA, 30 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2021

Governo ignora casos de
desaparecimento forcado

Pais tem apagao de dados de ocorréncias apés abordagens por forgas do Estado

0O Brasil vive um apagiio de
dados e de controle de de-
saparecimentos ocorridos
apds abordagem por forgas
do Estado, a0 mesmo tempo
que casos do tipo sio recor-
rentes nas unidades onde a
policia mais mata. Em 2020,
6.416 morreram durante in-
tervencdes policiais, segun-
do a ONG Forum Brasileiro
de Seguranga Publica.

b’s’;,;f =3

0 Ministério da Justica e
Seguranca Piiblica ignorou,
emum plano elaborado pa
ra vigorar até 2030, a defini-
¢io de politicas, metas e in-
dicadores relativos a essa
maodalidade de ocorréncias.

Além disso, 0 governo Jair
Bolsonaro (PL) também nao
tem exigido dos estados os
dados referentes a desapa-
recimentos forgados.

=y

Umalei de 2009 criou o ca-
dastro nacional de pesso-
as desaparecidas,que ainda
nao esta estruturado. Cabe
ao Ministério da Justiga e Se-
guranca Publica coordenar
aorganizacao e aintegracio
de bases de dados.

Nao ha atualmente infor-
macio estatistica disponi-
vel sobre desaparecimentos
pela policia em todo o pais.

R% 5,00

Em nota, o Ministério da
Justica e Seguranca Piblica
afirmou que, em cooperacio
com os estados e o Distrito
Pederal, “busca padronizar
a forma de registro, a cole-
1a e o ratamento dos dados
relacionados ao desapare-
cimento”. Ndo mencionou,
porém, iniciativas relacio-
nadas a desaparecimentos
forgados. cotidiane B1
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Kariene Xavies Folhapress

Criancas refugiadas em comunidade em Colombo, no Parana; grupo de 73 pessoas pode celebrar Natal abertamente pela primeira vez Mundo A%

SP SUBTERRANEA GUARDA GRANITOS PRE-DINOSSAUROS

Eduardo Knapp, Folhapress

Gedlogo do metrd Hugo Cassio Rocha,61, com pedago de mineral retirado de escavagbes;
amostras ficam guardadas em caixas sob linha vermelha, perto da estacio Bras cotidiane B2

Maurilio, sertanejo
que fez dupla com
Luiza, morre aos 28
O cantor maranhense,
do sucesso 'S de Sauda-
de’, morreu ontem vitima
de tromboembolia pulmo-
nar. Ele teve um mal siibi-
o em gravacao de um DVD
em Goidnia. Adupla Luiza
& Maurilio ficou conheci-
da pelos vocais graves de
Luiza. Hustrada BY

Mauricio Stycer
‘Ndo Olhe para
Cima’ artesta
talento da Netflix

A comparacio entre sa-
tira de Adam McKay e os
anos Bolsonaro gerou dis-
cussdes virtuais as vezes
até melhores que o filme
e confirmou o apridio da
Netflix para repercutir nas
. llustrada BT

Justica da aval a
troca de IGP-M por
IPCA no aluguel

Mais empresas estao con-
seguindo na Justiga rocar
olGP-M pelo IPCA em con-
tratos de aluguel, com o ar-
gumento de que a alta do
indice desequilibrou acor-
dos fechados antes da pan-
demia. Em maio, 0 IGP-M
acumulado em 12 meses
bateu 37%. Mercado A11

Economistas erram
durante pandemia e
poem em xeque modelo
de projecio an

Servidores federais vio
paralisar em janeiro e
fazer greve em fevereiro
por reajuste salarial a1z

Omicron deixa
sistemas de satade
a beira do colapso,
alerta OMS gz
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DNCP cerro caso de supuestas irregularidades del intendente Oscar Rodriguez

Contrataciones bIanquea a
Nenecho por compras Covid

Ente argumenta carecer de competencia y que tampoco hay  starnaciones se duplicaron
indicios suficientes que ameriten una investigacion de oficio. g jnaram y HN

PAGMA 4

PAGMAS 273

CORRUPCION DE POLITICOS
Se destraba causa de

Hugo Javier y jueza
debe fijar audiencia
Diputado Cuevas sigue
ganando tiempo: Su
juicio dejan para mayo

PAGINAG D

Algo de alivio en un afio muy dificil
Recuperacion: Repunte
de eventos y en CDE _
mejoran los negocios A4 PRI 00 CorOnMvacs DR O SETTAIGH, il

FAMMAS 20y 26

Declaran irregular a casa de juegos

fiscalia tiene manos | Criptomonedas: Posible via de salida de
operacion sospechoca | 108 millones que movid el esquema RGD
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« Sans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éloge Aatteur » Beaumarchais

MONTAGNE HOMMAGE

- VAL-D'ISERE, UN ESPRIT SABINE WEISS,

+ VILLAGE DANS UN DECOR PHOTOGRAPHE DE

DE REVE paces 245725 L'HUMANITE SOURIANTE race2s
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GAUCHE

Les mises en garde
contre les tentatives
dunion sacs

COVID-19

Les députés
entament l'examen
du passe vaccinal

RUSSIE
Glouchkova:

« Le Kremlin veut
effacer l'effet de
mireir avec I'URSS =

PROCHE-ORIENT
Retrouvailles
symboliques

entre Israéliens

et Palestiniens

IMMIGRATION
Alpes-Maritimes:
explosion

du nombre

de migrantseas

SOLIDARITE
Les Francais
champions

de la générosite

ALIMENTATION
Les start-up dela
viande cultivee
s'activent pour
debarquer dansles
assiettes racesiserz

« En Tanzanie,

VINLENT

Houellebecq,
miroir vrai
de notre temps *

Trois ans apr
I'écrivain franca
Ll ANS 1u mnmlL revient

rotonine »,
s le plus co

, Un “I'Z—]ﬂd{'ﬁlﬂ’dﬂ

sur les maux de notfé's

= UN ROMAN LANCE COMME UN PRODUIT
= UN MINISTRE DES FINANCES NOMME BRUI

EAU ET DESIRABLE »

= LE DROIT DE VIEILLIR DANS

LA DIGNITE < HOUELLEBECOET JESUS < 1L ¥ A DEUX MOIS, Cr1).'|l¢!.‘l-:UlE ROCK

TE REMOMNTAIT SUR SCENE B, q;:z AAETLE

L'hopital face au défi
de la vague Omicron

Alors que le nombre de now
veaux cas devient vertigineux,
I'"hipital se prépare i subir une
deéferlante, Mais chaque variant
ameéne son lot de surprises et
certaines études laissent espé
rer un Omicron moins dange
reux que le Delta. Une chose

semble acquise :
graves sont quasiment tous des
DO~ Vaccines.
ment compte sur le passe vac-
cinal pour convain
cents el passer ainsi la vague
avec le moins de dommages
possibles, PAGES 8,1 ETIS

les malades
Le gouverne

e les réti-

Record de fusions
dentreprises en 2021

Faisant fi des vagues de Co-
wvid, s entreprises ont multi-
plié les fusions, cessions et
acquisitions partout dans le
maonde, pour un montant to-
tal de plus de 5650 milliards
de dallars. Celui-ci est supé

rieur de 24% au précédent

record datant de 2007, Le
marché des fusions et acqui
sitions a été dope par I'abon
dance des liquidités distri-
buées par les banques
centrales, la faiblesse des taux
d'intérét et la hausse conti-
nue des Bourses, PAGELS

| laFrance
etI'Aga Khan ; »
se h'gu?'lt E E:]:)ITORIAL par Etienne de Montety edemontety@Elefigarodr -
contre le cancer .
n. ; j '
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e d'Alexandre Michel Houellebecq est toujours  seulement me <'L|)]'L\‘~I(Jul. 7 P U 2 E A R T

L fardin

Reéponses a la question
de mercredi:

Vingt ans apreés, l'adoption
de l'euro a-t-elle éte
hénéfique aux Francais?

oul NON
39% 61 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 10226

Votez aujourdhui

sur lefigarofr
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le nouveau raman

de Michel Houellebecg?
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un événement éditorial. Sa des

cription naturaliste de la misere
d"une condition humaine mod 2, coin
cée entre consumérisme exac
lancolie existentielle, fascine
51 notre épogue cherchait dans ses livres
une lumiére crue lui permettant de com
prendre cequ'elle vit
Il faudrait aussi parler de Mironie constante
qui cingle ses récits, raillant les travers
contemporains et les idoles du temps présent.
Ce style désabusé et nanquois est désormais sa
marcue littéraire.
Houellebecq est-il un oracle ? Plutdt un &cho
de notre temps. Tonitruant quand il décrit
I"homeo occidentalus hanté par la sexualité, ou
qu'il imagine une France gouvernée par un
dirigeant musulman. Mais cet écho sait aussi
étre plaintif, douloureny méme, quand, dans
Amnéantir, 1'écrivain exprime sa propre per-
ception de la souffrance et de 1'dge qui vient.
Dans une société vieillissante qui s"échine i
célébrer la vitalité, la productivite, 1"effic
té, que vaut une vie i bout de souffle? Et
comment 'homme contemporain peut-il

Clest chez lui une vieille hantise dont témoi
gnent nombre de ses poemes : « [l v aura la
mart fu le sais mon amowr! 11y aura le matheur
et les tout dermiers jours. »

Nul besoin donc d'évoquer expliciternent la
erise du Covid ou la pression en faveur de la
legalisation de 1'euthanasie pour considérer
U SO MOUVeal Foran est an ooeur des tour
ments du moment.

Mais Houwellebecq n'est pas philosophe, pas
davantage sociologue; il est romancier. Les
intuitions qu'il porte, il les exprime a travers
des personnages de chair et de sang qui ten
tent de vivre, travaillent, uJull'rt.nt espérent
ou  désesperent. Plus aisés  que dans
d’autres romans de | eur, ils cherchent
autour d'eux un sens a I"existenc
fois, les liens conjugaux et familiaux,
és, méme chaotiques, les y aident.

Qu'ils accompagnent leurs parents jusgqu'a
ILura derniers instants, ou qu'un cancer soit

o ullenhl:wlu. lecteur une réflexion : wmn
la froideur du monde, quelle issue, sinon
I'amour? m
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Hospltals urged to find space for
4,000 extra beds as cases surge

NHS plans emergency
‘Nightingale' facilities as
infections reach 183,000

Rowena Mason
Aubrey Allegretti

Hospitals have been asked toidentify
sites for up to 4,000 emergency
beds to deal with a potential wave of
Omicron admissions in England as
cases hit a record 183,000,

More than 10,000 patients were
in hospital yesterday with Covid, a
figure last reached in March,

NHS England confirmed it was
creating new small-scale “Nightin-
gale” facilities with up to 100 beds
each at eight hospitals across the
country. The health service said it had
asked trusts toidentify empty spaces
toaccommadate bedsin places such
as gyms or teaching areas. NHS bosses
areaimingtocreate upto 4,000 beds
as surge capacity if needed, with
work on the first tranche in tempo-
rary structures starting this week.

Ghislaine Maxwell
Former socialite

found guilty in
sex trafficking trial

Victoria Bekiempis
New York

The British former socialite Ghis-
laine Maxwell has been found guilty
of sex trafficking in her US federal
court trial.

Maxwell, 60, was arrested in July
2020, charged with involvement in
her ex-boyfriend Jeffrey Epstein's
sexual abuse of teenage girls, some
as young as 14, She was convicted
on five of the six charges she faced
yesterday.

Following the verdict, Damian Wil-
liams, the US attorney for Manhattan,
said: “A unanimous jury has found
Ghislaine Maxwell guilty of one of the
worst crimes imaginable - facilitating
and participating in the sexual abuse
of children. Crimes that she commit-
ted with her long-time partner and
co-conspirator, Jeffrey Epstein,

“The road to justice has been far
toolong. But, today, justice hasbeen
done, | want to commend the brav-
ery of the girls - now grown women

- who stepped out of the oe
shadows and into the

In the first wave of the pandemic
huge temporary hospitals, called the
“Nightingales”, were built in exhi-
bition halls but dismantled without
being used to capacity.

The new approach will ask for
surge capacity to be built in the
grounds of hogpitals to make it eas
ier for staff to move between new and
old sites and keep patients closer to
diagnosticsand emergency care, The
first sites will be at Preston, Leeds,
Hnmingham, Leicester, Stevenage,
5t George's in London, Ashford and
Bristol. There are currently almost

Inside

Boris Johnson has been
accused of presiding overa
‘total shambles' as people
struggled to get access to
Covid tests after a huge
surgeindemand. There
werereports that key
workers were unableto
accesstests allowing them
Lo do their jobs Page 6 =

A Ghislaine Maxwell committed crimes against teenage girls with Jeffrey Epstein saotocrar: arpcerTy Maces

g0,000adult acute and general beds
available in England, with occupancy
at about 90% on December 19,

The announcement came as data
showed there were 10,462 people in
hospital in England with Covid yes-
terday, although it is still unclear how
many were admitted withthe disease
and how many were there foranother
reason while also testing positive.

The number of patients whoareon
mechanical ventilation has remained
fairly stablein recent weeks and even

reduced since November, @@y
Starvation,
chaos and

fear stalk
Afghans

Q
n his seven decades, Mehra-
juddin has been a police
commander, a fighter for
the mujahideen, a district
governor and a prosecutor,
and even briefly worked

in Europe. Until this year, he has

never struggled to feed his family.

Now they have just one meal
aday, hard discs of stale bread
soaked in water until they soften to
mush, “All the family are starving,”
he says bluntly as he waits at a food
distribution hub in Kabul for a hand-

out of lentils, rice, flour and oil. “1

even worry about dying ... if it hap-

pens tomorrow, how will my family
pay for my funeral?”
His pension from the

i

Emma Graham-Harrison
Kabul



