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What’s
News
Business 23 Finance
pminiabd- s

iden is considering

Sarah Bloom Raskin for
a top robe at the Fed as part
of a slate of three nominees
for central bank board
seats, according to people
familiar with the matter. Al

+ Home-price growth in
the U.5. slowed for the
second straight month in
October, an indication that
the hot hou
may be star

# U.S. airlines continued
canceling flights at elevated
levels on Tuesday amid
staff shortages driven by
Cowvid-19 and challenges
posed by weather. B1

#+ A venture led by Oak Hill
Advisors agreed to buy a con-
trolling interest in a new 55-
story office tower in Chicago
in a deal that walues the sky-
seraper at over §1 billion. B6
* Major U.5. stock indexes
ended mixed, with the S&P
500 and Nasdaq losing 0.1%
and 6%, respectively,
while the Dow rose 0.3%. B10
+ Riot the company
behind videogames such as
“League of Legends™ and
“Walorant,” has agreed to
pay $100 million to settle
female workers’ allegations
of gender discrimination. B4

* Ant wind down
a “muitual aid" service that
provided crowdfunded med:-

+ Musk has exercised the
final batch of a package of
wested Tesla stock options
that have underpinmned sew-
eral weeks of share dealings
by the chief executive. B4

World- Wide

P

* Many governors who are
grappling with the spreading
Dmicron variant are apply-
ing a lighter touch than dur-
ing previous Covid-19 surges,
as they are armed with more
tools and increasingly mindful
of the economic harm caused
by sweeping restrictions. Al
# The CDC added to re-
search suggesting that the
Omicron variant can lead to
reinfections that are often
ancompanied by mild Cowid-19
SYMPLOIms, 45 New cases
soared across the U.S. A2

# The U.S. and Russia
agreed o hold security talks
on Jan. 10, amid tensions over
Russian forces deployed near
Ukraine and Moscow's de-
mands that NATO renounce
any expansion eastward into
the former Soviet bloc. A6
+ A Russian judge dis-
solved International Me-
muorial, one of the country’s
oldest and most presti-
gious organizations dedi-
cated to human rights. AG
» Israeli missiles struck
Syria’s port of Latakia, ac-
cording to the Syrian De-
fense Ministry, causing large
fires and major damage. All
# China filed a complaint ta
the TLN., saying that astronauts
aboard the country's space
station had to take emergency
action earlier this year to
avoid colliding with satellites
launched by SpaceX. A%
# Died: Harry Reid. 82, for-
DemnocTatic
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Former Afghan Female Troops Hide From Taliban to Survive

AT RISK: Samima, 26, formerly in the Afghan air force, is in hiding after the Taliban showed up at her parents’ home, asking
for people who served in the armed forces. Women who were in the military are among the most vulnerable left behind. A11

Biden Eyes Pick for a Top Fed Post

President considers
Raskin for job policing
banks; her views would
please progressives

By AnprEw ACKERMAN
Anp Neck TiMmaos

President Biden is consider-
ing Sarah Bloom Raskin for a
top role at the Federal Reserve
as part of a slate of three
nominees for central bank
board seats, according o peo-
ple familiar with the matter.

The administration is eye-

ing Ms. Raskin, a former Fed
governor and onetime Trea-
sury Department official, to
become the central bank's vice
chairwoman of supervision,
the government's most influ-
ential overseer of the U.S.
banking system, the people
said.

Mr. Biden, a Democrat, is
also considering two econo-
mists for other Fed board seats
that will soon be vacant: Lisa
Cook, 8 professor of economics
and international relations at
Michigan State University; and
Philip Jefferson, a professor
and administrator at Davidson

College in North Carolina.

Ms. Raskin's nomination
could mollify progressive
Democrats, some of whom op
posed Mr. Biden's decision in
November to offer a second
term to Fed Chairman Jerome
Fowell, a Republican first cho-
sen for the top job by former
President Donald Trump.
hey have called for the
Fed to take a tougher stance in
regulating big banks and a
bolder approach in addressing
financial risks posed by
mate change.

In a speech in September
2009, Ms. Raskin blamed the

financial crisis on "a deregula-
tory fervor that marginalized
the interests of many” and
said the downturn had been
“brought upon us through a
combination of greed, weak
regulation and weak enforce-
ment.”

While serving as a Fed gov
ernor from 2010 to 2004, Ms.
Raskin was deeply involved in
behind-the-scenes work to
write rules implementing the
2010 Dodd-Frank financial-
regulatory owverhaul.

Since leaving the govern-
ment, Ms. Raskin has spoken
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States
Hold OfT
On Strict
Covid-19
Measures

Despite surge in cases,
gowvernors cite vaccines
and other tools to keep
local activity humming

By Jenniren LEVITZ
Ao Vaueme BauerLeEw

Many gowvernors who are
grappling with the spreading
Omicron variant are applying
a lighter touch than during
previous Covid-19 surges, as
they are armed with more
tools and increasingly mindful
of the economic harm caused
by sweeping restrictions.

Many decision makers said
they are tryving to awvoid strict
measures and are instead en-
couraging  vaccinations, in-
creasing capacity for testing
and closely watching factors
such as hospital admissions.

“I'm trying to build long-
term solutions,” New Hamp-
shire Gov. Chris Sununu, a Re-
publican, said Tuesday,
adding that he expects the
pandemic might be a part of
life for a while. “So the an
swer there is not to turn
things on and off as things
surge or don't surge. We h'we
the tools to manage th

Cowvid-19 continues to
spread, with states on Monday
repor 553 cases, ac-
cording to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity data. That pushed the
seven-day average of reported

ease furn fo page A2

#+ Data suggest mild reinfection
SYMPToOMmS... - Az

Movies
Failed to
Lure Older
Audiences

By ERICH SCHWARTZEL

LOS ANGELES—A-list stars.
Rapturous reviews. Release
strategies that rely only on the
big screen.

Ewven the bizgest draws
didn't draw audiences out of
the house and back into the
theater for many movies in
2021.

Will Smith’s “King Richard,™
Steven Spielberg’s “West Side
Story™ and more than a dozen
other titles will end the year
in a graveyard of disastrous
grosses, further calling into
question whether studios will
continue releasing so many
adult-oriented films in the-
aters at all.

The difficulty for such films
wias highlighted by the seismic
success of “Spider-Man: No
Way Home,” which had the
second-highest opening week-
end of all time with $260 mil-
lion in the U.S5. and Canada
earlier this month and has so
far grossed more than $1 bil-
lion world-wide.

The result proved moviego-
ers will still turn out for a su-
perhero movie, even as lower-
budget films are heading into
the holiday season with little
to no traction. As studio chiefs
assess what to do with their
2022 slate, some are already
planning to ship even more of
their non-tentpole titles to the
streaming services keeping
their stock prices afloat.

The main culprit: an older
moviegoing populace still re-
luctant to return to theaters.
The successful movies of 2021
have been oriented toward
vounger audiences—"Spider-
Man” as well as his similarly
suited counterparts, “Black
Widow™ and *Shang-Chi and
the Legend of the Ten Rings.”
The annual box fice  has
rarely formed such a tiered
system, with only one adult-

Please turn to page A8

# Heard on the Street: Theater
racovery still uncertain.. B11

INSIDE

U.S. NEWS
Harry Reid, former
Democratic Senate

majority leader, dies at
age 82. A2

SPORTS
John Madden, NFL
Hall of Fame coach and
broadcaster, is dead at
age 85, Al6

Elder Abuse Is Spreading,
Stoked by the Pandemic

Seniors fall victim to fraud, physical violence and neglect

By CLARE ANSBERRY

The pandemic
went far beyond C

partment records show.

In Miami. Shirley Gibson's property. which
had been in her family for a century, was
stolen by three people, who forged the octo-
genarian's name on a deed and sold it in a

s impact on older adults
wid-19 infections. It also
made them more vulnerable to abuse.

In Denver, a temporary caregiver on pro-
bation for a felony robbery conviction was
hired to fill a Covid-related staff shortage at
a long-term-care facility. She stole an en-
gagement ring and credit cards from Barbara
Gust, an 86-year-old mother and grand-
mother who was dying of Covid. A few hours
after Ms, Gust died, the careziver used one
of the cards to make a $2.37 purchas
local Wendy s restaurant, Denwver Police De-

monplace during the pandemic, according to
Florida law-enforcement officials.

at a

In Memphis, Tenn., Alfred Maves has new
locks on his doors after his son, who had been
living with him, became abusive, at one point
hitting Mr. Mayes with a crowbar. Family mem-
bers say the pandemic kept Mr. Maves's other
children and grandchildren from visiting regu
larly to see how father and son were coping.

Cases like these cropped up across the
country during the pandemic, contributing
to a surge in elder abuse, typically defined
as an intentional or negligent
someone 6O or older in a physical, emotional
or financial way.

-t that harms

The number of elder-fraud victims in-

virtual transaction that had become com-

creased 55% between 2019 and 2020, the lat-

est data available, according to a Federal Bu-

reau of Investigation report on internet crime,
Another study conducted by Yale Univer-
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Want te Be an Actuary

o

Odds Are, You’ll Fail the Test

Tryving to become a human risk

caleulator is risky business

By NeaL TEMPLIN

Kaylee Cohen studied two
months for an actuarial exam
last year—then failed it. She
dreaded telling the actuaries
at the insurance company
where she was interning that
she had flunked.

“But when I told
them, they said, ‘Oh
yeah, I failed that
one too,” ™ savs the
23-year-old student
at Montreal’s Con-
cordia  University.

rying to become one.
Among people taking at
least one exam from the Soci-
ety of Actuaries—the field's
bigzest F:
body—15
mlthLplc tests reguired to be-
come an Associate, one of two
designations allow-
ing them to practice.
Just 10% pass those
and additional tests
to become a Fellow.,
the group’s higher
designation. which
affords bigger ro-

“It made me feel so

sponsibilities and

much better know-

salaries.

ing everybody else

was in the same
shoes”™ She finally
passed that exam

and now has several more to
go for an actuarial credential.

Actuaries quantify risk, One
of their riskiest endeavors is

It"s such an ardu-

Siimr chances

ous process that the
number of test-tak-
ers has been declin-
ing in recent years, and the
society is making changes to
keep candidates from drop-
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Ticking clock

Shaky foundations

Equity markets face tough challenge
in 2022 — MERRYN SOMERSET WEBH, PAGE 15

Prohibition day

The end looms for Libor
after 45 years —ma

US-Iran nuclear talks enter
adangerous phase — eic READ, PAGE 13

Family pride
Tutu’s courage
remembered

The late Desmand Tutu's daughiter Mon-
tombd Maomd Tutuspeaking cutside the
family hwame in Cape Town yesterday
ahead of remembrance services for the
former Anglican archbishop today in
theat city and kn fohannesbarg.

Further commemorations of the
dogaed ant-apartheld campalgner and
Mobel Peace Frize winner, who died on
sunday aged 20, will be held before his
body is taken to 5t Gearge's Cathedral in
Cape Town, to lie in state until a funeral
mass on Saturday.

Hontombi told Reaters her “prowdest
moment” was in 1985 when Tuba saved
a young man accused of collaboratbon
with the apartheid authorities from
betmg barnt alive by anuob.

Obituary page &

Corporate cash haul hits $12.1tn

in ‘blockbuster year’ for markets

o Fundraising record e Stock sales, debt and loans contribute @ ‘Blank cheques’ beat [POs

ER|E PLATT, RICHOLAS MEGAW

AMD JOE REHNISON — HEW VORK
Companbes ralsed a record $12.1tn in
3021 by selling stock, ssuing debt and
Inking new loans, as central bank stimu-
lus and recovery from the pandemic
propelled many global markets higher.

With a few days still befit in the year,
the cash haul ks al ready up alinest 17 per
cent from 2020, which was itself a
record year, and almost a quarter above
the take in 200% before the coronavirus
crisls, according to Financkal Times cal-
culationsbased on Refinit data.

“The pace of fundraising underscores
how easy fnancial conditions are in
much of the world, notably the USs,
where more than $5tn was raised.

“It's been a really blockbuster year,”
said Chris Blum, a BNF Paribas banker

Asset managers fall thelr
own raclal diversity test

The asset management Ndusrry was
quick to back calls for Tacial equity”
following George Floyd's dearh Last
year but It s not as keen 1o Talk about
Fts o diversity record. Despite its
ncreased support for resclutions at
company meatings seeking greater
nclusion, when the FT contacted 13
firms for data, 15 decined. Minarities
remain starkly under-representad and
EXBOUTVES SXY MAKING Thedr rosters
ruly diverse could fake years.

Race and finance ~ PasE 8

who helps finance leveraged buyouts.
“weanticipate it will continae Into next
year. Every year you think markets will
0 down from this frantic pace bat it will
still be robust.”

Big sums have been ralsed as compa-
nies such as the electric vehicle
Rivian and the South Korean ecom-
merce business Coupang went public,

Dozens of 10 and 11-figure loans were
signed, Including those to fund Discov-
ery's merger with AT&T's WarnerMedia
unlt arsd the freight rail cperator Cana-
dian Pacific’s takeover of rival Kansas
City Southern. Investors in the roughly
$10tn US corporate bond market lapped
updeal afterdeal.

Bond-buying programmes launched
by central banks Including the Federal
Reserve and European Central Bank

during the pandemic have helped ta
push borrowlng costs to historic lows.
The environment was extremely
favourable for companies to tap new
Ipvestorsand lenders, ragald.
While high-grade corporate bond
sales slowed in Europe and the US, a
spurt of Issuance From junk-rated com-
panies meant total corperate bomd sales
dropped bess than Sper cent to $5.50.
That was in part bolstered by private
equity activity, as buyout shops such as
EER, Blackstone and Apollo bormowed
through credit markets to fund buyouts
that have totalled some $1.1tn thisyear.
Junk bond sales climbed 17 per cent
from 2020 to just under $650bn, while
new kssuance of leveraged loans (lend-
g to highly indebted borrowers ) more
than doubled to $614bn, according to

Russian court shuts civil rights group

Large sums
were ralsed

as companies
such as electric
wehiche maker
Rivian went
public

Refinitiv and S&P Global's Leveraged
Commentary & Data service.

Global equity lssuance smashed
2020 record, driven by surging vol-
umes of indtkal public offerings in major
markets. Equity issuance kit $1.44tn, up
24 per cenl year on year. In the US in
particular, IPOvolurnes nearly donblad.

For the first thime ever, more money
was raised by special purchase acquisi-
tioh companies in the DS than through
traditional IPOs. Isuance has slowed
since a bumper first quarter but a
stream of blank-cheque companies —
which misc money then seck.a company
to buy — have come to market in the
final months of the year, collectively
radsing more than $152bn this year.
Phillp Coggan page ¥

» China warns business over listing abroad
Beljing has sald companies need approval before
listing overseas if they operate in sectors thal are
off-limits to foreigners, tightening a loophole for
tech growps to raise capital in the US.— pase 7

» Turkey policy critics face legal attack

A regulator has filed a criminal complaint against
farmer central bank governors, journalists and an
economist in a move that could chill criticlem of the
government’s unorthodox economic policy.— Pace 2

+ Alarm rises on eurozone infation risk
An FI poll of economists has underlined the risks
togrowth in the region, with more than 40 per cent
identifying inflation asa threst. it is the most cited
risk factor for 2022 along with the Covid.— pacs 2

= Musk under fire over satellite near miss
Chinese sockal media users

have attacked Elon Musk as it

emenged that SpaceX satellites

farced Bedfingk space station to

swerve out of the way to avold
collisions twice in 2021— Face s "

» Audit critics scare off recruits, says PwC
Kevin Ellis, UK chair and senior partner, has sabd

criticizem from politicians and regalators, who have
rounded on the industry after a string of corporate
fadlures, risked making it harder to recrudt.— PAgE &

» Japan and China set up military hotline
Officials in Tokoyo have sabd the two countries have
agroed toestablish an emergency communication
mechamism next year to defuse potential crises over
disputed iskands and the Talwan Strall — pace 4

= UAE scraps merchant lamilies’ privileges
The Gulf state’s government has said it intends to
remove the moncpolies on the sale of imported
goods from some of its biggest business familles as
it deepens refortn o Atract nvestment. — PAGE &
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for flouting rules on ‘foreign agents’

FOLINA IWANOVA — 5T PETERSOIURG

Russia's Supreme Court has ordered
the closure of Memortal, te country's
aldest civil ights group, after prosecu-
bors sccused the organisation of Eailing
1o properdy label iselfa “foreign agent™
and suggested it was depicting the
Soviet Unbon too negatively.

The legal action capped a year of
unprecedented crackdown on dissent
by the Kremlin, including the jailing of
opposition leader Alexed Mavalny and
pressure on activists and independent
Journalists as well as other political
opponents of President Viadimir Putin.
Twa former bocal leaders of Mavalny's
movement weredetai ned yesterday.
Memorial, dubbed “Russias con-
science™ by some, has worked since
1989 to document and preserve the
memory of Soviet atrocitbes, from mass

exeoutions in the 19505 to the many mil-
lions of people who went through the
Gulag forced labour camp system.

The group, which counts Nobel Peace
Prize winner Andrei sakharoy among
its foumding members, was accused by
government prosecutors last month of
breaking a law requiring it to label its
publications and online posts a5 having
been produced by a foreign agent.

The government has said the b pro-
tects Russia from covert forekgn Influ-
ence. Many NGOs, media outlets and
journalists are now required to display
the label an each of their Twitter and
other posts. Memorial, designated a for-
elgn agent in 2016, has denbed fadling to
mark its materials properh.

During yesterdays Supreme Court
bearing, state prosecutor Aleksel Zhaf-
yarov accused the civil rights group of
being too negative about the past and

suggested it was dolng s0 on the behest
af foreign donors. “Memorial creates a
false image of the Soviet Union as a ter-
rorist state,” Zhalyarov said before of
the verdict, in comments reponed by
the MNovaya Gazeta newspaper.
Memorial has said it will try to con-
tinme its work, which inchides archival
research into the activities of security
services during the Soviet era, inchading
the KGB, where Putin once worked.
Putin has said that Memorial has sup-
ported extremdst groups. It is an accusa-
tion also levied by authorities against
the Memorial human rights centre, an
affiliate that documents contemparary
abuses and maintains a Bst of political
prisoners. It also faces liquidation in a
parallel trial in a Moscow court todag.
Memorial’s lawyers have sald they
willappeal against the court’s decision.
Putins gambit tests Biden page 3
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If software robots
aren't unburdening
your people, you're
wasting your people.
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Today, cloudy, morming rain and
drizzle, high 46. Tonight, cloudy,
mild for the season, low 43, Tomor-
row, mostly cloudy, showers, high
48, Weather map is on Page BS.
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Chile I's Rewriting Constitution

To Battle ‘Ecological Emergency’

By SOMINI SENGUPTA

SALAR DE ATACAMA, Chile —
Rarely does a country get a
chanoe 1o |1L',‘ out its ideals as a na-
fon and write a new constitution
for itself. Almost never does the
climate and ecological crisis play
a central role,

That is, until now, in Chile,
where a national reinvention is
underway. After months of pro-
tests over social and environmen-
tal grievances, 155 Chileans have
been elected Lo write anew consti-
tution amid what they have de-
clared a “climate and ecological
emergency.”

Their work will not only shape
how this country of 19 million is
governed. It will also determine
the future of a soft, lustrous metal,
lithium, lurking in the salt waters
beneath this vast ethereal desert
beside the Andes Mountains.

Lithium is an essential compo-
nentof batteries. And as the global
economy  seeks alternatives to
fossil fuels to slow down climate
change, lithium demand — an
prices — are soaring.

RACE TO THE FUTURE
A Country Rethinbks {ts Priorities

Mining companies in Chile, the
world's  second-largest  lithium

producer after Australia, are keen
ol

crease production, as are poll
icians who see mining as crucial
to national prosperity. They face
mounting  opposition, though,
fromm Chileans who arguee that the
COUNIEY'S wery economic model,
on extraction of natural re-
sources, has exacted too high an
environmental cost and failed o
spread the benefits to all citizens
including its Indigenows people
And so, it falls to the Constitu-
tional Convention to decide what
kind of country Chile wanis to be.
Convention members will decide
many things, including: How
should mining be regulated, and
what voice should kecal communi-
ties hawve over mining? Should
Chile retain a presidential sys-
tem? Should nature have rights?
How about future generations?
Continued on Page A9

As Putin Airbrushes History,
Gulag Chronicler Is Shut Down

By IVAN NECHEPURENKO and ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW Russia’s Supreme
Court ruled on Tuesday that the
nalion’s most prominent human
rights organization must close,
signaling President Viadimir V.
Putin's longstanding determina-
tion to controd the narrative of
somme of the most painful and r
pressive chapters of Russian
tory.

The court ordered the liguida-
tion of Memorial International,
which chronicled the harmowing
persecutions i the  infamous
Stalin-era labor camps in an effort
to preserve the memory of its vi
tims. The group, founded by th
Nobel Peace Prize laureate An-
drei Sakharow and other dissi-
dents more than three decades
ago, became a symbol of the coun-
try's emerging democracy after
the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The decision comes after a vear

of broad crackdown on opposition
in Russia as the Kremlin moved
aggressively to stifle dissent — in
the news media, in religious
groups, on social nerworks and es-
pecially among activists and paolit-
ical opponents, hundreds of whom
have been harassed, jailed or
forced into exile.

Shutting down Memaorial is also
another step in Mr Putin's effort
to recast Russia’s legacy as a se-
ries of glorious accomplishments
and soften the image of the often-
brutal Soviet regime. While the
state opened a comprehensive gu-
lag history museum in Moscow
and Mr, Putin laid flowers at a new
monument to the victims of Soviet
repression, the increasingly em-
boldened Kremlin has moved ag-
gressively to remowve alternative
interpretations of Russian history

Continued on Page A8
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hivm processing plamt in Chile. Concerns over mineral wealth, global warming and water are at the heart of an effort to rewrite the nation’s defining document.

Tech Giants Exploit a Tax Dodge for Start-Ups

By JESSE DRUCKER
and MAUREEN FARRELL
This is the story of the incredi-
e cloning tax
In 2004, David Ras:.nck:, fresh
off a stint as a radio host in Santa
Cruz, Calif, started a tiny video
game company. It was eligible for
a tax ak that lets investors in
small businesses avoid millions of
dollars in capital gains taxes if the
start-ups hit it big,
ay, Mr. Baszucki's company,
Roblox, the maker of one of the
worlds most popular video-gam-
ing platforms. is valued at about
S60 billion. Mr. Baszucki is worth

How an Incentive to Aid
Small Businesses
Got Twisted

an estimated 57 billion.

et he and extended family
are reaping big benefits from a tax
break aimed at small businesses.

Mr. Baszucki and his relatives
have been able to multiply the tax
break at leasi 12 times, Among
those poised to avoid millions of
dollars in capital gains taxes are
Mr: Baszucki's wife, his four chil-

dren, his mother-in-law and even
his first cousin-in-law, according
to securities filings and people
with knowledge of the matter.

The tax break is known as the
Qualified Small Business Stock, or
.5.B.S, exemption. It allows
early investors in companies in
many industries to aveid taxes on
at least 510 million in profits.

The goal, when it was estab-
lished in the early 1990, was 1o
coax people to put money into
small companies. Bul over ihe
next three decades, it would be
contorted into the latest tax dodge
con Valley, where new bil-
Contirued on Page A15

John Madden coaching in 1970, He later won a Super Bowl with the Raiders before moving to TW.

JOHN MADDEN, 1936-2021

The N.F.L.s Exuberant Face, Voice and Scribbler

By BEN SHPIGEL

John Madden, the Hall of Fame
coach who became one of Ameri-
co's most recognizable ambassa-
dors of professional  football,
reaching  millions, and genera-
tions, from the broadcast hooth
and through the popular wideo
game that bears his name, died on
Tuesday. He was 85,

The MNational Football League
announced his death in a state-
ment that didn't include the cause.

In his irrepressible way, and
with his distinctive voice, Madden
left an imprint on the sport on par
with titans like George Halas,
Paul Brown and his coaching idol,
Vince Lombardi. Madden's influ-
ENCE, Stee) in Everyman sensi-
bilities and studded with wild ges-
ticulations and paroxysms of ono-

matopoeia  —  wham!  doink!?
whoosh! — made the M. EL. more
interesting, more relevant and
more fun for over 40 years.

“John Madden is as important
as anvbody in the history of foot-
ball,” Al Michaels, his broadcast
partner from 2002 through 2008
with ABC and NBC, said in an in-
terview im 2013 ell me some-
bady who did all of the things that

Corntirnwed on Page A19

TO KEEP SCHOOLS
OPEN, CITY TURNS
TO MORE TESTING

MASS QUARANTINES OUT

Mitigating the Disruption
for Students While
Battling Omicron

By ELIZA SHAPIRO

Mew York City, home to the na-
tion's largest school system, will
eliminate its current policy of
quarantining entire classrosms
exposed to Covid, and will instead
use a ramped-up testing program
to allow students who test nega-
tive for the coronavirus and do not
have symptoms to remain in
school.

The new policy, which Mayor
Eill de Blasio referred to as “Stay
Safe and Stay Open” during his
announcement on Tuesday, will
take effect on Monday, when the
nearly one million students who
attend the city’s public schools are
scheduled to return from holiday
break. More than 27,000 new virus
cases were reported in Mew York
City on Tuesday, and more than
2,300 people were hospitalized
with Covid-19, according to the
state's most recent count.

Mr de Blasio, Gow Kathy
Hochul and Mayor-elect Eric Ad-
ams, who takes office on Saturday,
appeared together at a news con-
ference to present a united front
against school closures, despite
an enormous surge in cases driv-
en by the Omicron variant that
s only worsened in the days
ce city schools closed for win-
rer break last week,

“Your children are safer in
school; the numbers speak for
themselves” Mr Adams said.

Instead of delaying the start of
in-person school and pivoting to
remote learning, the city will dou-
bile the amount of random surveil-
lance testing it conducts, in hopes
of derecting more infections while
mitigating disruptions,

Ms. Hochul on Tuesday called
remote learning a “ailed experi-
ment,” while lauding “the wery
best efforts of incredibly hard-

Continued on Page AI2

Children Crowd
U.S. Hospitals;
Few Dire Cases

By ANDREW JACOBS

The latest coronavirus surge
sweeping the United States, much
of it driven by the highly conta-
gious Omicron  wvariang, has
produced a worrisome spike in
hospitalizations among children,
not to mention heightened anxiety
among parents natiomwide,

Sewveral states have reported in-
creases of about 50 percent in pe-
diatric admissions for Covid-19 in
Drecember. Mew York City has ex-
perienced the most drastc rise,
with 68 children hospitalized last
weelk, a fourfold jump from two
weeks earlier

But even as experts expressed
concern about a marked jump in
hospitalizations — an increase
more than double that among
adults — doctors and researchers
said they were not sesing evi-
dence that Omicron was more
threatening to children.

In fact, preliminary data sug-
gests that compared with the
Drelta variant, Omicron appears o
be causing milder illness in chil-
dren, similar to early findings for
ady

“1 think the important story to

Continued on Page AL3

U.S. CASE RECORD The seven-day
average of infections topped
2670 on Tuesday. PAGE Al4

INTERNATIONAL Ad4-11

EBUSINESS B1-5

MATIONAL A127

Dreams Dashed by Stray Bullet
The family of a l-year-old girl de-
scribed the terrifying moments before
she was killed in Los Angeles, PAGE AlZ

Holding Off on Trump Records
The White House asked the Jan. & panel
to withdraw or delay demands for some
sensitive documents. PAGE 412

610_u4877

India’s Quest for Clean Water
An ambitious government project aims
Lo put taps in every home, easing the
burden on millions who ferch water
from village pumps. PAGE AID

Patron Saint of Basketball
Mad about hoops, a town in Italy wants

the Vatican to recognize a venerated
figure as the sport’s patron. PAGE A4

SPORTS B&.8
Will There Be a Champion?

As the virus derails a rising number of
college bowl games, Friday's playoff
matchups may be at risk. PAGE BT

ARTS C1.8
Comb Over, Beethoven

A bock of the composer's hair, above,
among the treasures on display at the
MNew York Public Library. FAGE CI

Invincible, and Vulnerable, Too
Starring in the thriller “Yellowiackets"
the actress Julictte Lewis has discov-
ered how 1o regenerate. PAGE CI

Brexits Blow to UK. Trade
British exports to the European Union
are down, and companies are frustrated
by higher costs, time-consuming
customs paperwork and countless lost
opportunities. PAGE Bl

Added Expenses for Offices
Building owners may have saved on
maintenance when workers went re-
mote, but now pandemic-related costs
like air filters and enhanced cleaning

are part of the bill_ PAGE Bl
OPINION AZ0-21
Michelle Cottle PAGE AZ0

OBITUARIES A18.19
Senate Power in the Obama Era

Harry M, Reid, a Nevada Democrat,
used his pugilistic nstincts to steer an
economic stimulus deal and the health
«care act to passage. He was B2, PAGE AlS

E546732
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Joy and
unease
as Rose
Parade
returns

“The bloom 1s back,”
event organizers say,
but surging cases are
cause for concern.

By JoNaln VALDEZ AND
HaiLey Branson-FPoTTs

New Year's Day 2021
started with a pang of sad-
ness for Aida Bueno.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 2021

Her beloved Rose Parade
had been canceled for the
frst time sinee World War IT.
And forthe first time in more
than a decade, she didn’t get

ELias FUNEE The Unioa

RESIDENTS negotiate a slippery street in California’s Nevada County. Snowfall totals broke records for
Docomber as storms dumped up to 15 feet across the Sierra NMevada and othor mountain areas of the state,

to spend a few joyous days
decorating floats with vol-
unieers from across the
country, her*“family from ewv-
erywhere.”

“I didn't know what to do
with myself,” said Bueno, a
nurse from Pieco Rivera.

The Rose Parade will re-
turn  Saturday. And  this
week, Bueno was back in her
element: flitting around a
Pasadena warehouse with

After LLAPD shooting, parents
seek ‘justice for our daughter’

other decorators, slicing
leaves, gluing dried fruit and
seeds, blasting Stevie Won-
der's “I Just Called to Say I
Love You" from her phone
and belting out the chorus.
“Coming back here every
year is [about] trying to
make people happy,” Bueno
said. "To give people some-
thing to smile about. Espe-

ciallky nowadays, when
there's not a lot to smile
about.”

For many, the return of
the Rose Parade will be seen
as a cheerful respite from
two painful pandemic years.
But the parade — and its
ENOTIMous erowd fram
across the country — is com-
ing at a fraught time. Co-
ronavirus  infections and
hospitalizations are soaring

[Soe Parade, AS]

Hospitalizations
are rising rapidly
Omicron has taken hold
as LA, and Orange coun-
ties see an increase in
patients. CALIFORNIA, Bi

MATNG J, CHUN Los Angeies Thmmes
A PHOTO of Valentina Orellana-Peralta, the teen killed by a police
bullet last weels, at a news conference outside LAPD headguarters.

“The family thinks things could have been
done differently, to where Valentina ...
would still be here.’

— BeEn CRUMP, attorney

mas.

By RUBEN VIVES,

Hevivy RECTOR,

ALEsanpRa REVES-VELARDE
AND HaNNAH FRY

Soledad Peralia closed her
eyes, wrapped her arms around
her teenage daughter and prayed
for their safety inside the Burling-
ton store dressing room.

They could hear screams and
commotion around them as police
searched for a man assaulting cus-
tomers inside the North Holly-
wood store where Peralta and her
daughter had gone to try on
dresses two days before Christ-

As they held each other, Peralta
felt an explosion that threw them
both to the ground. Herdaughter's
body comvulsed then went limp.

A Los Angeles police officer had
shot a round through the dressing

room wall, killing l4-yvear-old Wal-
entina Orellana-FPeralta.

er.”

“She died in my arms. I couldn’t
doanything,” Peralta said in Span-
ish. "Our sweet angel is gone forev-

Peralta fought back tears while
describing the harmowing scene as
she and the girl's father, Juan Pab-

L

Sec Parents, A6]

HARRY REID, 1939 - 2021

Nevada Democrat
was a Senate master

By DaviD MoRTERO AND JansT HOOK
REPORTING FROM LAS VEGAS

e grew up in poverty in a house made of creo-
sote-soaked railway ties with no indoor
plumbing. In his late 30s, after two high-pro-
file failed runs at political office, he took on
the job of heading Nevada's Gaming Com-

mission at a time when organized crime still held sway on

the Las Vegas Strip

The ndﬂsmsker‘tmlght. have hesitated to bet on Harry
Reid’s survival.

el he did more Lthan survive, He became one of Lhe
most influential Democrats of his generation, whose
shrewd political tactics helped turn Nevada into a reliably

Democratic state and whose mastery of the Senate gave

him a major role as majority [ See Redd, A12]

DExxts COOK Assoclated Press
SHREWD POLITICTIAN
Longtime Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid was
one of the most influential Democrats of his era.

BY SaM FARMER

ohn Madden answered
o three distinet
names. each coming
from a different gener-
atlon of NFL fans.

He was "Coach”™ to the
people who followed his Su-
per Bowl-winning Oakland
Raiders, “John™ to the mil-
lions who rememberaed him
best as a broadcaster and
“Madden”™ to the legions of

JOHN MADDEN,

SCOACEH"

1936 - 2021

video-game devotees.

“I can always tell how
somebody knows me,” he
told The Times in 2005
“Some guys will call me
coach, and then some people
will just ecall me Madden.
‘Hey, Madden! Hey! Fey!®
That’s the game. They play
mMadden, and then they see
Madden., "Hey, there's Mad-
den!” ™

Madden, who reached
the top of his profession in
three fields, died unexpect-

Associated Press

John Madden, shown with the Oakland Raiders in 1973, had three highly success-
ful careers. At his core. he was a regular guy, Sam Farmer writes, SPORTS. B10

He was football’s everyman

Coach, analyst, video game star bridged generations

edly Tuesday. He was 85,
“On behalf of the entire
WNFL family, we extend our
condolences to Virginia,
Mike, Joe and their families,”
NFL Commissioner Roger
Goodell sald, referring to
Madden's wife and their
sons. “We all know him as the
Hall of Fame coach of the
Oakland Raiders and broad-
caster who worked for every
major network, but more
than anything, he was a de-
[See Madden, A7)

latimes.com

Snow
buries
Sierra
towns,
roads

Record-breaking
powder piles up in a
region recently under
a drought emergency.

By HAVLEY SMITH
AND MELODY GUTIERREZ

COLFAX. Calif. —_
“SBnowbound” was not a
term Stephen Kulieke

thought he would hear at the
end of California’s driest
ear in a century. but that’s
precisely the position the
Sierra City resident found
himselfin this week.

“It's snowmaggedon.”™
said Kulieke, 7L whose
mountain cabin was buried
under at least 4 feet of pow-
der Monday amid record-
breaking snowfall in the Si-
erra Nevada. “It's just be-
wyond bellef how much snow
there is.”™

Ofmicials atthe UC Berke-
ley Central Sierra Snow Lab
at Donner FPass said the
area's snowfall totals sur-
passed the previous Decem-
ber record of 179 inches set in
1970. By Tuesday morning,
the lab had received 2021
inches of snow, making it the
third-snowlest month on
record.

The bonanza of snow is
much needed in a region
where, only months ago, offi-
cials put residents under a
state of drought emergency
amid bone-dry conditions.
During the longg, hot
summer, rivers and reser-
wvolirs dried up, and once-
green felds sat fallow and
turned to dust.

But December roared in
like & lion, with back-to-back
storms dumping up to 15 feet
ofsnow across the Sierra Ne-
wada and other mountain
areas of California, prompt-
ing road closures and snarl-
ingz holiday travel.

Though experts wouldn't
go S50 far as to call it a
drought-buster, they said
every bit helps.

“It's & great start,” said
Mike Anderson, state clima-
tologist at the California
Department of Water Re-
sources. “It alleviates the
worst of the conditions that
had accumulated, but it
doesn't cure everything. We
really need this to continue
into the new year.™

Andrew Schwartz, the
station manager and lead
scientist at the Berkeley
snow lab, agreed. noting
that “cautious optimism is
the name of the game right
now."

According to Schwartzs,
the monih’'s earlier storms
were driven by a high-pres-
sure system sitting off the

[See Snow, AE]

Denver shooting
attack toll rises
A fifth vietim dies a
day after gunman’s
rampage. Police say he
knew some of those he
targeted. NATION, A5

Some Trump
records sh_lalllad
Jan. & panel holds of T
inits pursuit of the
documents at the
request of the White
House. NATION, A7

UCLA cancels
bowl over virus
Bruins cite COWVID
protocols at last min-
ute. North Carolina
State coach “felt lied
to.” SPORTS, B10
Weather

Cool with ra
L.A. Basin: 36/51 BE6

BUSINESS INSIDE:

610_u4877

China complains about SpaceX close calls in overcrowded orbit. A8
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"We need this money ju

BY KYLE SWENSON
AND YEGANEH TORBATI

The payment wasn't there when she
checked at midnight, so Lydia Coe was
nervous as she thumbed o her bank
account on her phone the morning of Dec.
15, 1t wiouldn't be much of a Christmas for
her kids — 5 and 2 — without the money, she
kmew .

Luckily, there it was — $300 from the
expanded child tax credit program. The
monthly payments had become the only
financial constant for the 24-year-old living
in Mason, Mich., over the past six months,
even though she only received payments for
one of her two children due to a filing glitch.
But every bit helped.

Apart from artistic home decorations and
colorful prints that she makes and sells on
Etsy, Coe had no cash coming in. A painful

Expanded child tax credit,
which families have put
toward babysitting, gas and
food, expires at year's end

Lydia Coe, 24, makes lunch for her
2-year-old daughter, Molra. not
pictured, as her 5-year-old danghter,
Allce, plays on a tablet In thelr
Mason, Mich., home on Dee. 21. Coe,
who has a painful physical condition
and doesn't work, 1s one of the
milllons of people who have used the
expanded child tax credit program.

L to survive’

phy=ical condition — Ehlers-Danlos sym-
— kept her from working. But when
the tax-credit payments started in July, the
money afforded her some much-necded in-
dependence as she separated from a lomg-
time partner. Later, the money kept the car’s
gas tank filled as she shuffled o weekly
medical appointments for her younger
daughter, who has her own genetic condi-
tion. Later still, the money meant she could
give something each month to her landlord,
even if the payments failed to cover her
Erowing balance, and still pay for groceries
despite rising oos!

“I'we never seen so many foods rise in
price until this year,” she said.

The December monthly payment, howev-
er, is likely to be the last for Coe’s family and
an estimated 36 million others. They will
still rece

rive arefund on their next tax retarn,
SEE TAX CREDIT oM As

Socielal function
drove CDC’s call to
cul isolation time

FEAR OVER LOSS OF
ESSENTIAL SERVICES

Guidance is criticized as
virus cases hit new highs

BY YASMEEN ABUTALER,
SEAN SULLIVAN
AND EL1 ROSENRBERG

Health officials” recommenda-
tion this week to shorten the
Mation period for people with
ptomatic ecoronavirus infec-

to five days was driven
largely by the concern that essen-
tial services might be hobbled
amid one of the worst infection
surges of the pandemic, said
senior officials familiar with the
discussions.

The administrations top
health officials met over Christ-
mas weekend to discuss the tra-
jectory of the U.S. outbreak, with
expressing  fear about
hvow high case levels might climb
in the coming weeks, according
to four senior officials briefed on
the discussion. They worried the
sheer volume of infections could
mean that tens of thousands of
police, firefighters, grocery waork-
ers and other essential employ-
ees would be out of work, making
it challenging to keep society

SEE QUARANTINE ON A4

Despile omicron
surde, carly dala
shows lewer
hospitalizalions
BY YASMEEN ABUTALER

Healthy individuals who have
been vaccinated, and especially
those who h,;n‘i:bcl.‘n boosted, ap-

pear un ¢ to develop severe
infections from the omicron vari-

i
have monitored the effects of the
newest coronavirus variant since
it was identified ower four weeks

ago.
While omicron has semt TLS.
infections soaring to levels not
seen since last winter's wawve, it
appears to have less severe effects
than the delta variant, aceording
to a handful of international stud-
e and early data from several US,
hospitals.
Those infected by the omicron
variant are 15 to 20 percent less
likely to g0 to AN eMEergency TOon,
and 40 percent less likely to be
hospitalzed overnight, compared
with those infectod with delta, ae-
cording to English data analyzed by
scientists from Imperial College
on. That aligns with early US.

SEE VIRUS ON A4

Mew coronavirus cases in the U.S., by day

As of 8 p.m. Tuesday

Total 53,240,080
T-day average 266,889

Jan. 12 P

S~

Febi. 24, 2020 ke, 201

Dec. 28

Surge continues: Hospitalizations are skyrocketing in the DuC. region. B1

JOHN MADDEN 1936-2021

NFL coach. TV and video game icon

BEY MARK MASKE

John Madden, a towering fig-
ure in professional football as a
Super Bowl-winning coach, a leg-
endary broadeaster and a video
game ieon, died Doee. 2% at age 85

The National Football League
announced Madden's death, say-
ing only that he died “unexpect-
edly” Tuesday. The league did not
cite acause of death,

“Mobody loved football more
than Coach.” NFL Commissioner
Roger Goodell said in the league’s

written announcement. “He was
foothall. He was an incredible
sounding board to me and so
many others. There will never be
another John Madden, and we
will forever be indebted to him for
all hedid to make foothall and the
NFL what it is today"

Madden was a beloved and pio-

BEM MARGOT/ASSOCATED PRESS

John Madden won nearly 76 percent of his games as an NFL
ecoach, then won 16 Emmy Awards as a television broadeaster.

HARRY M. REID 1939-2021

BY MicHAEL H. BROWN

Harry M. Reid, a Nevada
Democrat who rose from a hard-
serabble mining town to become
one of the longest-serving Sen-
ate majority leaders in history
and a political force during the
presidencies of George W. Bush
and Barack Obama, died Dec. 28
at his home in Henderson, Nev.
He was 82,

The death was confirmed by
David Krone, a former chief of
staff. Mr. Reid was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer in 2018,

A combative but soft-spoken
former amateur boxer, Mr. Reid
displayed an ceonomy of person-
al magnetism and embraced the
art of the serappy insult. Colum-
nist Molly ins called him
“charismatically challenged.™
Obama, a friend and political

neering figure who was instru-
mental in establishing the NFLas
the nations most popular and
prosperous pro sports league.

“T am not aware of anyone who
has made a more meaningful im-
pact on the National Foothall
League than John Madden, and T
know of no one who loved the
game more” Dallas Cowhboys

owner Jerry Jones said in a writ-
ten statement. “When I think ofa
person of sports who is worthy of
the term, ‘larger than life,” [ have
always thought of John. And I

He was hired at age 32 and pro-
ceeded to win nearly 76 percent of
his games, never having a losing
season. He coached the Raiders to

ally, euphemistically remarked
on his “curmudgeonly charm.”™
Mr. Reid was never a com-
manding presence ore  a
crowd or on television. Some-

Puonduuus Senate lTldJﬂl'

tv leader

LINDA DAVIDS0N THE WASHIMO TOM FOST

Senate Majority Leader Ilm M. Reiu {D-Nev.) In 2008, The next
of the 1 kK Affo!

wvear he engl g !

rdable Care Act.

and legislative skills behind the
scemes.

He was Senate majority lead-
er from 2007 through 2014
Since the positions creation in

abwrayswill”
is eontributions to the s

th eame in three acts, firs
the eoach of the Oakland Raiders
for 10 years between 1969 and 78,

“He was footha
reacts to death of a legend. D4

a Super Bowl trinmph over the
Minnesota the

Vikings at
SEEMADDEN ON Al13

Sports workd

times he was barely andible, and
he tended to litter his speeches

with awlkward pauses. But he Mike Mansfield of Montana,
was the consu wte  inside from 1961 through 1976, and
player, exercising his political Alhen W. Barkley of Kentucky,

the 19205, only

two senators
have held it longer: Demoerats

from 1937 through 19446,

Afver overcoming long odds
to achieve political leadership,
Mr. Reid was not one to apolo-
Eize for being who he was.

“I didn™t make it in life be-
cause of my athletic prowess
said in his 2016 retirement
specch, the end of five terms

SEE REL} ON A8
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1 Conservators in Richmond
opened a second time capsule found I}a-ne-r!lh
nfederate Gen. Robert E. Lee.

THE MATION

Despite support
amoag experts and the
public for Supreme
Court term limits, the
appears to e nao-
o on Capitol Hill. A3
In Philadelphia, a
harsh debate unfolds as
the city’s White pros-
ecutor and a Black for-
mer mayor clash over &
record number of homi
ehdes this vear, A9
Family members of a
teenage girl Killed by
law enforcement at a

-.lnn are demandi
i v the L.
Pnlu'e Department. As

THE WORLD
The photographer
who chromicled the
family life of Pablo Es
cobar confronts the
lombinn drog lord’s
complicated legacy. A
Russia's high court or-
dered the liquidation of
the pation's most prom-
inent human rights

up, signaling the
Eremlin's determina
tion to stifle dissent. An

THE ECONOMY

Five Republican-led
states are extending un-
employment henefits tn
people who have lost
their jobs for refusing to
et vaccinated. A12

THE REGION

The White's Ferry
erossing over the Poto-
mac Kiver remains
closed one year after
shuttering over a lamd
dispute. Bl

The Supreme Court of
Virginia unanimously
approved new congres-
sional and General As-
sembly maps, ending a
comtentions redistrict-

ing process. Bl
The University of the

INSIDE

District of Columbia
landed a record

s2.3 mil ift to sup-
port scholarships. Bl
As the District grap-
ples with a rise in reck-
less driving, officials are
urging better enforce-
ment to hring violatars
to account. B

OBITUARIES
Sarah Weddington,

FoOOD

Plating futures

A Cleveland restaurant is
a training ground for
people exiting prison. EL

STYLE

2021 in apologies
Celebrities issued mea
culpas for some weird
antics this year. C1

wha as a young Texas
lawyer appeared before
the Supreme Court to
successfully argue Hoe
. Wade, was 76, B6
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Hugo Maradona.
Alasombra del “marciano”

deportes

Hermano menor de Diego, asilocalifico
cuando le preguntaron si queria ser como
"el 10™; muric ayer de un paro cardiaco en

Nipoles. Pagina 4

cultura

la literatura. Pagina 24

CULTURA 2022, HITOS
PARAELANODELA
RECONSTRUCCION

Llegan Frida Kahloy Van Gogh, vuelve
laFeriadel Libroala Rural y serd una
temporada de grandes aniversarios para

FLORENCIA RAGGINO
ANORA: “HOY SOY MAS
FELIZ QUE A LOS 30"

£ rectiiculos

Luegode filmar dos peliculas en Uruguay,
donde reside, esti a punto de protagonizar
la comedia Ella en mi calezaenun

escenariode lacalle Corrientes.

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 29 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

Subiran luz y gas hasta un

20%

quitaran el subsidio

a unos 500.000 usuarios

eneERGia. Habra tarifas diferenciadas en el AMBA segtin el valor de la vivienda o del terreno

Santiago Dapelo

LA MACION

ElGobiernoautorizard un aumento
de las tarifas de luz y de gas de en-
tre 17% y 20% para el afio proximo.,
Ademads, en las primeras semanas
de 2022 se pondrd en marchala seg-
mentacion de las tarifas, lo que, en

primera instancia, impactard en
unos 500.000 usuarios del drea me-
tropolitana que tendrin que abonar
€l consumo total de la energia

En la ciudad perderdin los subsi-
dios los que vivan en propiedades
cuyo precio del metro cuadrado su-
perelos USS3700. Mientras queenla
provinciase tomaria comoreferencia

elvalor dela tierra. Ademss, dejaran
de percibir la asistencia los usuarios
de barrios cerrados, la actividad fi-
nanciera, el transporte ferroviario,
el juegoy lasoficinas publicas.
Asiloestablecieron elministrode
Economia, Martin Guzmsn, y el se-
cretariode Energla, Dario Martinez.
Contimia en la pagina 14

Marcha atras
con el pago de
un adicional de
9% en salud

Pagina 15

Analizan
reducir el
aislamiento
por Covid a
cinco dias
MEDIDAS. No hisoparédn a

los contactos estrechos;
aver hubo 33.902 casos

Frentealaaltademandadetesteos
ENMOMEentos en queyasecursa la
tercera ola de Covid-19, el Consejo
Federal de Salud (Cofesa) analiza-
ri hoy medidas como reducir el
tiempodeaislamientoasolocinen
dias (en lugar de diez) ¥ conside-
raria casos positivos a los contac-
tos estrechos, Ayer se informaron

33,902 contagios-13.638 mas que
anteayer—, y 20 muertos por el vi-

2 R - R - s :
En Diputados (foto) y el Senado, la mayoria del oficialismo y de la oposicién votd por el reclamo de los intendentes

En tramite exprés, habilitaron una nueva
reeleccion a los intendentes bonaerenses

LEGISLATURA. La votacidn dividic a los bloques del Frente de Todos y de Juntos; modificaron la norma aprobada en 2016

Con una rapida aprobacidon que
sortedlasdos camarasenunasola
jornada, la Legislatura de la pro-
vincia de Buenos Aires flexibilizd
ayer la ley que limitaba a dos los
mandatos consecutivos permiti-
dos a intendentes, legisladores,
concejales y consejeros escolares

bonaerenses. La modificacion
permite que el primero de los dos
periodos a contabilizar sea el que
comenzd en 2019 y no el iniciado
en 2015, como indicaba la norma
aprobadaen 2016. El segundoman-
datose contard comototal méisalld
de ser cumplido parcialmente. La

votacidn dividid a los bloques de
Juntos ydel Frente de Todos. Los le-
gisladores que responden a Maria
EugeniaVidaly a Elisa Carrid, en la
opaosicion, v a Sergio Massa, en el
oficialismo, votaron en contra. Pe-
ro la mayoria de ambas bancadas
apoyd las modificaciones. Pagina 6

rus. Aunque el aumento de infec-
tados no cesa, sé mantiene bajo el
nivel de decesas. El lunes habian
sido 31los muertos. Pagina 20

Marta Cohen: “Omicron
es seis veces miis
contagiosa que delta”
Fabiola Czubaj

Pagina22

Catamarca
cobrard la
atencion a los
no vacunados

El gobernador de Catamarca,
Raul Jalil, firmo ayer un decreto
que establece que los gastos de
tratamientoeinternacion de per-
sonas que no se hayan vacunado
corTeran por cuenta del pacien-
te. Quedarin excepuados quienes
puedanacreditar razones médicas
ode fuerza mayor. Pagina 20

Revisar:in el

sobreseimiento

de Cristina en Ia
ELESCENARIO Causa HOtESur
Muariano Spezzapria

Una victoria del poder

politico permanente
Pagina B

coRRUPCION. El tribunal
oral acepto el pedido del
fiscal Velasco

Pagina 12
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Avango da émicron
faz disparar casos de
Covid-19 no mundo

O planeta voltou a ter re-
corde de casos de Covid-1g
na segunda (27) com o
avango da dmicron, po-
rencialmente mais trans-
missivel. Segundo a Our
World in Data, a média
didria é de 854.603 casos,
contando os sete dias an-
teriores. A cifra mais alta
erade 25 de abril. Mundo ar2

Bolsonaro com a filha, Laura. praia de Itagua;e Sao

Risco de ter doenca
sobe 6 meses apés
Coronavac, até em
jovens, diz estudo

Sadide BY

Prefeitura de Sdo
Paulo libera vacina
contra a gripe para
todas as idades
Saiide Bl

Francisco do Sul (;.SC') n-.n:r.m,.f

iShoot,/ Apéncia O Globa

Deportados dos EUA
relatam maus-tratos
durante detengiio

Brasileiros deportados dos
EUA gue ficaram em cen-
tros de detengio denunci-
am humilhagéo, racismo e
Maus-tratos ao entarem
entrar no pais. A embaixa-
daamericana, emnota, diz
gue as instituighes gover-
Namentais estao compro-
metidas com o tratamento
respeitoso. Mundo A1z

R% 5,00

Salarios caem
a seu menor
patamar em
quase 10 anos

Reabertura de vagas apds crise do
inicio da pandemia tem remuneragao
mais baixa, e inflagao achata renda

Apos adestruigiode empre-
gos na fase inicial da pande-
mia, a reabertura de vagas
vem sendo marcada por sa-
Lirios mais baixos no Brasil.

Mo trimestre encerrado
em outubro de 2021, quan-
do a taxa de desemprego
recuou para 12,1%, a renda
média do trabalho voltou a
cair e atingiu o menor nivel
em quase dez anos no pais.

Essaé uma das conclusdes
da Pnad Continua (Pesqgui-
sa Nacional por Amostra de
Domicilios Continua), cu-
jos dados foram divulga-
dos ontemn pelo IBGE (Ins-
tituto Brasileiro de Geogra-
fia e Estatistica).

No periodo gue foi avé
outubro, a renda média
real, habitualmente rece-
bida pelos rabalhadores
ocupados, foi estimada em
RS 2.449 por més. E o valor
mais baixo de todos os tri-
mestres da série historica
do IBGE, iniciada em 2012,

Na comparagio com o tri-
mestre anterior, finalizado
em julbo de 2021, a queda
no rendimento foi de 4,6%.

Marcelo Coelho

Osdadoslevam em conta
a inflaciio, que ganhou forca
ao longo de 2021, rompen-
doa barreira de dois digitos
no acumulado de 12 meses,

A disparada dos precos é
um dos fatores gque redu-
zem a renda meédia e o po-
der de compra da popula-
¢Ao ocupada. A criacao de
vagas com saldrios mais bai-
x0s8, em grande parte asso-
ciada ao mercado informal,
tambeém ajuda a explicar o
rendimento inferior.

At outubro, o Brasil tinha
38,2 milhdes de informais.
O nimero correspondia a
40,7% da populagao ocupa-
da (94 milhoes) com algum
tipo de trabalho. Mercado a1

Endividamento das
familias bate recorde, diz
Banco Central mercado a15

Juros bancdrios sobem de
novo e taxa & a mais alta
desde 2019 mercado a1s

Auxilio- a do INSS
sem pericia chega ao fim;
entenda mercado az0

Bolsonarismo pode se tornar intervalo
absurdo na histéria do pais no futuro

lustrada B13

Enchentes destroem vacinas
e medicamentos na Bahia

As fortes chuvas que atin-
gem a Bahia, deixando ao
menos 21 mortos, 35 feri-
dos e milhares de desabri-
gados, também afetaram a
vacinacio contra a Covid.
Postos de saide de algu-
mas cidades tiveram esto-
ques de vacina destruidos
coma enchente, disse o go-
vernador Rui Costa (PT). O
nuimero nio foi divulgado.
O Gbito mais recente ocor

reu na segunda-feira, de um
rapaz que tentou atravessar
uma enxurrada em IThéus.

Ontem, estiveram na re-
gifio os ministros da Sag-
de, Marcelo Queiroga, do
Desenvolvimento Regional,
Rogério Marinho, e da Fa-
milia e dos Direitos Huma-
nos, Damares Alves. Queiro-
ga deve editar portaria pa-
raliberar RS 12 milhdes pa-
radreas afetadas. cotidiano B3

Presidente anda de jet ski e fala
em nao interromper folga roac: s

Cotidiano B2
Nova CNH entra em
vigor a partir de
junho de 2022; veja
como sera o modelo

Esporte B7

Cuca pede para sair
do Atlético-MG, e
Jorge Jesus deixa o
portugués Benfica

Mercado A17
Cartorios terao até
2023 para oferecer
servigo online de
forma unificada

IHustrada B8
Artistas indigenas e
negros alcangam
consagragao nas
exposigées em 2021
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Allanan siete inmuebles de la conexion Arza, quien movio G. 9 billones

Mas sospechas de lavado en
esquema que involucra a RGD

Fiscal que indaga sistema Ponzi, que vincula a Ramén Gonzalez D.. cruzara datos con la Unidad
de Crimen Organizado, tras saltar audio en el que se menciona la muerte de Schwartzman.
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Hara estudio a fondo de los hechos
CIDH admitié demanda

presentada por Lugo
contra su juicio politico
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Condenado ex intendente de Lambaré
En marzo sera el quinto
juicio a Cardenas por

corrupcion y sigue libre
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Valérie Pécresse
choisit

six porte-parole
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Réponses i la question
de mardi :

Cowvid-18: étes-vous
favorable au retour
du port du masque
obligatoire dans

les centres-villes 7
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= Vingt ans apres, l'adoption
=== de l'euro a-t-elle été

benéfigue aux Francais?

AN BARFE TO/AFF: CORIMME SIMON
HANS LLICAS Wik AF P

Voitures brilées

de la Saint-Sylvestre:
pourquoi PEtat
reste impuissant

JEAN-MART LODS/ PHOTOFORS AL SACE/ MARPFF

Alors que I"épidémie de véhicules incendiés risque,

cette année encore, de gacher la nuit du réveillon,

le ministre de I'Intérieur demande aux préfets

1a plus grande fermeté. Mais, face aux incendiaires comme
anx feux d’artifice, les autorités semblent paralysées.

Une note de la Fondation Jean - Jaurés souligne a quel point
ce phénoméne, désormais enraciné, gagne d'autres

événements festifs. PAGES 2ET 2

Vingt ans apres,
le pari réussi
de l'euro

La monnaie unique a remplacé le franc et onze autres
devises le 1¢r janvier 2002. Soutenue par une majorité
d’Européens, elle s’est imposée a I'international.

Il v a vingt ans, la construc

tion de |"Europe faisait un
grand pas en avant en dotant
douze de ses Etats membres,
dont la France, d'une mon-
naie unique. Partagé par des
pays aux profils économigues
tres difféerents, doming par
I'Allemagne, qui en a tiré les
plus grands bénéfices, 1"euro

a traversé plusieurs crises,
dont celle de la dette grecque
du début des années 2010,
qui faillit conduire i son ex
plosion. Son sauvetage, au
prix de graves tensions, 1'a
renforeé et a consacré le role
de la Bangue centrale suro-
péenne,

En deux décennies, 1'euro,

aujourd*hui largement ap

prouve par les opinions pu-
bliques européennes, est de-
venu une devise de référence
dans le monde derriere le
dollar. 1l est un atout pour les
Etats, une arme géopolitique
qui donne du poids 4 I"Eurape
et un instrument qui facilite
les échanges commerciaux.

- UNE MONMAIE QUI A PROTEGE NON SANS MAL -+ LA CROATIE ET LA BULGARIE
DANS L'ANTICHAMBRE FACES 18 10 ET LEDITORIAL

B3 EDITORIAL per ettan de copste giecopeiictigmons

La voix de la raison

La justice russe dissout
Memorial, dernier ilot
d'opposition a Poutine

En prononcant mardi la ligui-
dation pure et simple d'une
organisation emblématique,
fondée en pleine glasnost par
d'anciens dissidents, comme
le Prix Nobel de la paix An-
drel Sakharowv, la Cour supré

me de Moscou a causé une

onde de choc au sein de la so-
clété clvile engagée en Rus

sie. Memorial était devenu de
plus en plus génant pour le
Kremlin, dans un contexte de
répression généralisée et de
volonté pelitique de réécrire
I'histoire. PAGES

, est une incongruité dans
une campagne présiden

tielle placée sous le signe

de la reconguéte de notre

souveraineté perdue : pas
un des candidats les plus hostiles 4 I'Europe
ne remet sur la table le retour au bon vieux
frane, dont nous serions les seuls et uniques
gestionnaires. La douloureuse expérience
de Marine Le Pen, qui s'v est hasardée en
2017, a vaccing tout le monde. Car les Fran-
gais ont beau vouer aux gémonies HBruxel-
les, sa bureaucratic et ses technocrates, ils
ont fini par adopter 'euro, plus par raison
que par passion. lls n'ont simplement
aucune envie de hasarder leur épargne
dans une autre aventure, A dire vrai, vingt
ans aprés la erdation de la monnaie unique,
le débat sur son abandon semble épuisé - la
crédibilité budgétaire de la quasi-totaliteé
des Etats repose sur elle et les circuits fi-
nanciers européens sont a ce polnt imbei
queés que tout retour en arriere est illusoire.
A deux pas de la sortie au plus fort de la cri-
se financiere, les Grecs onl pu en mesurer
le risque devant les portes closes et les cais-
ses asséchees de leurs banques.

La verite est que I'euro, consacre en deux
décennies a peine comme la deuxitme
grande monnaie internationale, derriére le
dollar, apparait aujourd hui comme une
balise de sécurité indispensable aux Euro-
peens dans le grand bain de la mondialisa
tion. Aux particullers, il assure, quol que
I'on pense, une relative maitrise des prix
qui protége leur épar

L‘eurﬂ gne. I met les entre
o prises a ['abri de nom
apparalt breuses  fluctuations
comme maonétaires. Il apporte
une balise aux Etats des capacités

financieres incompa-
rables avec celles des
anciennes devises.
Cette foree de frappe, accompagnée de fai-
bles taux d"intérét, se révele d'un grand se
cours pour financer des investissements
d'avenir ou résister 4 une crise majeure
comme celle du Covid, Elle peut aussl incl
ter au laxisme, comme chez nous, en per-
mettant & ceux qui gerent les finances pu-
bliques de dépenser au-dela de toute
raison, Ce qui promet des débats tendus au
sein de I"Europe ces prochains maois, m

de sécurite
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UK households warned of ‘year of
the squeeze’ as cost of living soars

Families face £1,200 hit
as wages fall and bills
rise, says thinktank

Hilary Osborne

UK households face a hit of £1,200
next year, with stalling wages and
rising tax and energy bills causing a
“cost of living catastrophe” in spring,
a leading thinktank has warned.

Sacked PC
took selfies
at scene

of murder

Exclusive
Vikram Dodd
Policeand crime correspondent

A police officer tack selfie photos
at a murder scene where a teenager
had been stabbed to death, and sent
“appalling” racist, homophobic and
offensive images via WhatsApp, the
Guardian has learned.

Police constable Ryan Connolly,
from the Merseyside force, commit-
ted a litany of disciplinary offences
OVer sixX }'PHT‘:H' as5a HPI"L'il'Ij; {)ﬁl.'Fl', a
tribunal has decided.

Whileonduty, healso took photos
on his phone of people in mental
health crisis, in hospitals, who had
been sectioned under police powers.

His case echoes that of the two
Metropolitan paolice officers who
used mobile phones to take pictures
at the scene where two sisters lay
murdered. The two Met officers were
convicted in court and sacked in a
case that rocked policing.

Details of Connolly's wrongdoing
have been confirmed by
Merseyside police after

610_u4877

Government measures, including
the new social care levy on national
insurance and the freezing of the
personal income tax allowance, will
combine with high inflation to make
2022 the “vear of the squeeze™, the
Resolution Foundation said,

It warned that in April the intro-
duction oftax changes, together with
a new price cap on energy bills, will
cost families £1,200 overnight.

“The months ahead will not be
easy for households who see their
wages fall back as energy bills and
taxes rise,” the report said. “As

Over and out
England
crushed as
Australia

retain Ashes
Sport Page 50—

A Captain Joe Root reflects on his team’s woeful batting performance after England lose the third Test in Melbowrne

Omicron hopefully fades in the early
months of 2022 we will come to real -
isethescaleofthe challenge posed to
househald finances.”

UK inflation hit a 10-vear high in
November, and economists have sug-
gested it will rise further in 2022,

One of the biggest factors has
been energy bills, driven upby rising
wholesale gas prices and the failure
of many of the cheapest suppliers.
Households have been shielded from
some of the increases by an energy
price cap, which means suppliers
have to offer gas and electricity at or

‘The months ahead
will not be easy for

households’

Resolution Foundation
Thinktank

below a unit price set by the regula-
tor, Ofgem, The cap will be reviewed
in February and the new rate come
intoeffect in April. Record wholesale
gas prices in recent weeks haveled to

ASHES SERIES
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speculation that it could allow house-
holds bills to go above £2,000.

Kwasi Kwarteng, the business
secretary, was locked in talks with
energy bosses on Monday but failed
to secure a breakthrough. The
founder of Ovo Energy has warned
that household bills will “almaost
certainly” double in April without
government intervention.

The Resclution Foundation's
calculations are based on an aver-
age £600 rise in prices, which would

take bills to about £1,900 a oe
year, It said an increase in

Daily Covid
cases hit
record high
0f 138,831

Nicola Davis
Jessica Murray
Richard Adams

The UK has seen another record rise
of daily Covid cases, with 138,831
reported yesterday in England,
Scotland and Wales alone - but a
leading scientist said the Omicron
variant was “not the same disease
We Were Seeing a year ago”.
According to official Agures from
the UK government’s coronavirus
dashboard, a record 117,003 cases -
infectionsthat are picked up through

:| testing - were reported for England

yesterday, up from a previous high of

- 113,628 on Christmas Day.

In Wales 12,378 cases were
reported, also a record high.

TheScottish government W
91| reported 9,360 cases in the

IR



