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Soﬂnamk is completing a
S4 hillion loan from
Apallo backed by SoftBank™s
stable of technology-startup
stakes as the Japanese con-
glomerate seeks to weather
turbulence in its portfolic. AL

# The S&P 500 and Dow
gained 1L.8% and L6%, re-
spectively, recoupi SOIME
ground lost after Covid-19
concerns hit markets. The
Nasdaq added 2.4%. Bl

2018 to manipulate TLS.
Treasury markets. Bl

* About 1,400 Kellogg
unionized workers ratified a
new five-year contract with
the cereal maker, conclud-
ing a 2% month strike. Bl

+ Hedge fund D1 lost 12%
in its public investments for
December through Monday
amid big swings in stocks in
recent trading sessions. Bl
# The SEC named law pro-
fessor William Birdrhistle to
serve as the agency's top nzgf
ulator of asset managers. AZ
# The Turkish currency
mounted a dramatic, par-
tial reversal from a
monthslong collapse after
Erdogan announced a res-
cue plan for the lira. A9
+ General Mills will raise
prices further in coming
months as it grapples with
cost inflation and supply-
chain disruptions. B3

travel restrictions
and other steps to curb the
spread of the Omicron vari-
ant were put in place world-
wide as further evidence
emerged of just how rapidly
the new strain spreads. AS
# Blinken said the U.S.
expects to hold talks with
Russia next month to try
to defuse tensions over
the country’s military
buildup near Ukraine as
Putin hardened his rheto-
ric toward the West. A10
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!
for the ULS. government. A3

# California officials re-
leased a new set of con-
eressional district maps
that will result in more
districts that analysts ex-
pect to be competitive. A3
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Pandemic Sets Back Population Growth

MNew estimates released by the Census Bureau show the pandemic's fallout as Covid-19
became the nation's third-leading cause of death. The U.S. added just 393,000 people in the
year that ended July 1, after averaging more than 2 million a year over the past decade. A4
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U.S. to Disburse
500 Million
Covid Test Kits

WASHINGTON—The Biden
administration is preparing to
distribute 500 million free at-
home Cowvid-19 testing kits to
Americans and deploy military

By Andrew Resruccia,
Sabrina Siddigui
and Briarnma Abbort

doctors and nurses to owerbur-
dened hospitals this winter, as
the Omicron variant becomes
the dominant form of the vi-
s in the U.5.

“We have to do more. We
have to do better—and we
will,” President Biden said at
the White House on Tuesday
during a speech outlining the
new coTOnavirus-response
measures.

Mr. Biden's administration
is grappling with how to pub-

licly underscore the urgency
surrounding the highly trans-
missible variant, while seeking
to convey that the U.S. is bet-
ter prepared to battle the pan-
demic than it was a year ago.

“Over 200 million Ameri-
cans should have the peace of
mind they did not have in
March of 2020, the president
said, referring to the wacci-
nated population in the U.S.
“They're protected from hos-
pitalization. They're protected
from death.”

His remarks came as the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said Omicron
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# Biden considers lifting travel

# NHL pulls out of Beil

Clympics.. . ALG

SoftBank Taps Apollo
For $4 Billion Loan

By Liz HoFFman
A Mziam GOTTFRIED

SoftBank Group Corp. is fi-
nalizing a $4 billion loan from
Apollo Global Management
Inc. backed by SoftBank’s sta-
ble of technology-startup
stakes, as the Japanese con-
glomerate seeks to weather
turbulence in its portfolio.

The loan would be secured
by SoftBank's second Vision
Fund, people familiar with the
matter said. That roughly $40
billion pot includes stakes i
150 companies such as Indian
e-commerce giant Flipkart;
digital-banking startup Revo-
lut; and Cameo, a site where

celebrities sell personalized
messages. SoftBank can use
the money for a range of pur-
poses, one of the people said.
The deal between the in-
wvesting giants shows Soft-
Bank's ravenous need for cash
and highlights Apollo’s push
into lending, a territory tradi-

tionally dominated by banks
Using borrowed money to
make investments, rather than
its own cash, would increase
SoftBank’s profits if those bets
turn out to be winners—and
exaggerate losses if they sour.
SoftBank, whose holdings
range from Japanese telecoms
to European chip makers and
Please turn fo page A&

U.S., Russia Face Tense Talks

Russian President Via

U5, and Russia are set t

ir Putin addressed a meating of the
country's Defense Ministry Board in Moscow on Tuesday. The
old talks next month to try to de-
fuse tensions over the military buildup near Ukraine. A10

Market Flashes Warning
As Few Stocks Fuel Gains

By Miciael WURSTHORN

The stock markets rise this
year has narmowed around a
short list of big tech companies,
a sign of possible weakness
heading into 2022,

Five of the biggest stocks in
the S&P 500 account for more
than half of the broad bench-
marks gain since April, ana-
Ivsts at Goldman Sachs found.
Of the S&F 500's 24% advance
this year, those stocks—NMicro-
soft Corp., Nvidia Corp., Apple
Ine., Alphabet Inc. amd Tesla
Inc.—are responsible for
around a third.

The dominance of a handful
of tech behemoths marks a shife
from the more-inclusive run-up
that propelled the stock market

late last yvear and in early 2021.
Investors appeared to be re-
turning to a favored trade of
the past decade—focusing on a
few large, growing, profitable
tech companies—for safety, an-
alysts said, as they contend
with a string of anxieties that
have sapped confidence.

That has the S&P 500—and
the more than $5 trillion that
follow it through passive
funds—aon precarious footing
heading into the new year, sev-
eral analysts and investors il
“If those companies, for what-
ever reason, stop performing.
there's nothing to support the
market,” said Peter Cecchini, di-
rector of research at hedge fund
Axonic Capital.

Irrvestors have been getting a

dose of that reality in recent
trading sessions, The S&P 500
fell nearly 2% last week, as
shares of Microsoft, Nvidia, Ap-
ple, Alphabet and Tesla all slid
at least 4.2%. This week, those
five stocks continued to play a
part in driving the index. with
all of them falling Monday be-
fore mounting a small recowvery
amid Tuesday's 0L6% gain for
the S& 5040,

Investors appeared to be
trading out of those stocks and
shares of other high-growth
companies in favor of more de-
fensive holdings, such as con-
sumer staples and utilities. in
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# Stocks rebound after 3 days
of drops 1

Cats and Dogs
Don’t Get
Supply Chains
Pet-food output
is snarled: looks

with “sad eves A

By Jaewon Kang

After an online order didn't
show on time, Phyllis Pometta
stopped at five different stores
before she hit pay dirt. There
it was on the shelf: beef stew-
favored dog food.

Ms. Pometta scooped up
about four cans, which weren't
her preferred brand, She was
desperate, with supplies of the
food she usually bought for
her dog nowhere to be found
online or in stores.

Karma, & Pomeranian res-
cue, wasn't as desperate. She
sniffed the food and rejecred
it.

Ms. Pometta coaxed the dog
to try it by adding beef-fla-

Please furn to page A1Z

‘Worker Burnout
Challenges Bosses

As stress and resignations rise, employers
experiment with new ways of working

By Te-Piec CHEN
AnD Ray A SMITH

In the first 10 months of
this year, Americas workers
handed in nearly 39 million
resignations. the highest
number since tracking began
in 2000,

Some want betrer jobs.
Others, a better work-life bal-
ance, 5till others want a com-
plete break from the corpo-
rate grind. Almaost two vears
into the pandemic that left
millions doing their jobs from
home, many Americans are
rethinking their relationship
wiith worl

Companies are struggling
o stop employees from leav-
ing and to boost morale.
Some are trying mandatory
companywide vacation days

and blackout hours when
meetings are banned. Execu-
tives are experimenting with
new ways of working, inelwd-
ing four-day workweeks and
asynchronous schedules that
allow people to set their own
hours,

Employvers say burnout,
long an issue for American
workers and exacerbated by
the pandemic, is a prime
cause. A September survey by
think tank the Conforence
Board found that more than
three-guarters of 1,800 TS,
workers cited concems such
as stress and burnout as big
challenges to well-being at
work, up from 55% six
months earlier. Half said
workload-related pressure
weas harming their mental
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We make software robots so
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Global accounting

Reason to cheer, despite the ravages
— ROBIN HARDIM

of pandem

Migrants’ struggles

How to nurture entrepreneurship
FT FINANCIAL LITERACY CAMPAIGN, PAGE 17

USA 52.50 Canads C53.00

Dutch get going
The Hague wants to be EU's engine
rather than brake — Ben HALL, PAGE 2

Dubai divorce
Princess wins
£554m award

Princess Haya bint al-Hussein, the
estranged wife of Dubal's ruler, has
secured more than half a billion pounds
fmwhat is thought to be the largest past-
divarce financil settlement awarded by
an English court.

London’s High Court yesterday ruled
that sheikh Mobhamimed bin Rashid al-
Maktoum must pay about £554m in
chilld malntenance and security costs.

The case has provided a rare peck into
the standard of Iving of the Gulf elite,
which the judge described a5 “mruty opa-
et amsd unprecedented

The maintenance award allots the two
children a £5m annual badget for seven

owver nine weeks — including
E1.8m for private flights.
Biggest divorce settlement page 5

Putin warns of military response
to eastern encroachment by Nato

e Rhetoric hardens with alliance e US talks seek to ease tension e Alarm in western states

HEMEY FOY — BRUSSELS

MAX SERDOM — HOSCOW

Viadimir Putin has warned of “appro-
priate military-technical measures™ in
response o the threat of Mato's expan-
ston towards Russia’s borders, in a sig-
nificant ratcheting wp of tenslons with
the western allance.

The U5 said it would soon start diple-
matic talks ina bid to ease fears of con-
flict cver Ukraine. Russia has deployed
abowut 100,000 treops on its border with
the country, sparking western fears of a
possible mvasion.

The Russian president told senbor
officers yesterday that Moscow would
“react harshly to hostile steps™, Bassiais
demanding Mato and the US out thelr

e o8 [ eadtern Eunope, agres never
to admit Ukralne into the alllance and

‘Grinch bot' war catches
shoppers In the crossfire

Shoppers hoping 1o secura last-rmirute
Christmas gifts are having fo fight it
caut with ‘Grinch bots' stalling online
stares. The software scans wabsitas
far iIn-demand products, such as
limitted edition fraimers of video games,
than snaps them up In 3 split sacond
as soon as they become available
Often they are sald on at higher prices.
eow big redallers, fearing customers
aFe Bairg Scared way, aie deplaving
thair awn software to courter the bots.
Retallers battle - Pace s

rule out ever deploying troops there.

The proposals would reshape much of
the post-cold war European security
order by, in effect, restricting Mato mili-
tary deployments to its borders before
1997, when it began admitting former
communist states in eastern Europe.
Russia’s demand for concessions that
Mato has previously made clear are
umnacceptable led many western offi-
clals and experts to fear they are a pre-
text for comflict.

Putin sald the Kremlin was “serboushy
concerned” about Mato deployments
mear Russia’s borders and the possibility
of it having hypersonic weapons in
Ukraine that could strike Moscow
within 10 minutes.

“If aur western colleagues continue
this clearly aggressive stance, we will

take appropriate military-technical
measures in response and react harshly
o hostile stepa,” Putinsaid. “And I want
o stress that we are within our rights to
do what is required to ensure Russia’s
security and soversignty.”

The US sald it was preparing talks
with Putin over his security concerns.
Karen Donfried, US assistant secretary
of state, said bilateral negotiathons
would begin next month, despite alarm
among EU and Mato member states that
many ofthe demands would weaken the
western alliance.

"Wie are prepared to discuss those
proposals that Russia pat on the table,
Donfried sakd. “There are other things in
those documents that the Russians
knaw willbe unacceptable™

Wwestern offickals have stressed the

Erdogan’s new savings scheme revives

» Nikola scttles fraud charges with $125m
wall Street regulators have announced that the
electric truck start-up has agreed to settle charges
that it defranded [mvestors by misleading them o
the capabilitics of its wehicles, — PasE s:LEX. PasE 10

» Biden mobilises troops to fight Omicron
The White House has decided to send out hund reds
of millions of Covid-1% tests and mobilise the armed
forces 1o help stall hospitals ahead ol an expected
sunge in infections over the coming weeks.— pace &

= New UK negotiator leen to end EU spat
Liz Truss, who replaced Devid Froston Sunday, has
sabd she wants to resolve the dispute over Northern
Ireland s trade arrangements to allow London and

Brussels to focues on global challenges.— pace 2

» Supply crisis bites at McDonald's Japan
The fast-food chaln has sald
that because of delivery deiys
from Canada it will affer only
the smallest serving of fries at
Bty 2,900 outlets, Hash browns
are unaffected.— Pace &

» Bacldng for injectable HIV prevention
GlownSmithEline has announced that US regulators
have cleared a long-acting drug to prevent HIV, It
can be administered six times a year, as opposed to
the daily regimen of current treatments.— Pace &

» Paris and Loodon widen business help
Paris has extendad its pandembe financing scheme
to help companies hit by the latest infection surge,
asimilar move from Britain. Sweden also
sabd it woulkd bring in tougher restrictions.— pace &

[ ——

» Kyrgyzstan justifics scizure of gold mine
Eyrgyastan had no option bat to seize control of

Eumtor gold mine from s owmer becase
of | and safety kssues, ding to the

need o engage with Putinto prevent the
situathon from deterforating. Nate
states also met yesterday to.discuss pos-
sible formats for multilateral talks with
Russka, and the Organization for Secu-
rity and Co-aperation in Europe s pre-

director appointed to mn the project.— pace s
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lira amid claims of backdoor rate rise

LAURA FITEL AND
TOMMY STUBBINGTON — LONDON

Turkey’s lira has jumped sharply after
Fresident Recep Tayylp Erdogam
unvelled a savings scheme that ana-
Tysts described as a backdoor interest
rate rise that could erode the public
Hnances,

The currency has risen more than 40
per cent to trade at close to TL12.8
against the dollar yesterday, dramati-
cally reversing course after hitting a
record bow of TL18.4 the previows day.
The intense volatility was triggered by
a new plan by Erdogan to hare Turkish
savers away fromthe dollar and gold by
compensating them for exchange rate
Insaes i they hold thelr money In lea.
Refet Gurkaynak, a professar of eco-
nomics at Ankara’s Bilkent University,
described the new scheme as “ineffect,

a powerful interest rate hike®. He said
that it could bring stability to the cur-
rency butwarned that it might also have
“dangerous consoquences”.

Erdogan, a staunch opponent of high
Interest rates, has ordered a succession
of rate cuts in recent months despite
double -digit inflation.

While the president has claimed that
his “new economic model” will boost
exparts, investiments and job creation, it
has put huge pressure an the lira, The
cwrrency had lost about S0per cent of its
value against the dollar in the three
mniths befarethe annoancemeant.

Wwiolfamgo Picooll, a Turkey analyst at
the consultancy Temeo, sald the savings
scheme amounted to a “stealthy rate
hike” — and ome that wouald be solely
determined by the exchange rate.

“This buge exchange rate-indexed
interest rate hike means that taxpayers

will be financing the wealthy so that
they will not bose on the [forcign exch-
ange] front.” he wrote In a note to ci-
ents, adding that the scheme placed
almeost all currency risk on thestate,
An exodus of foreign investors in
recent years has meant that the pres-
sure on the lira has been driven in large
part by Turkish citizens and businesses.
Reluctant to save money in lira,
whose value has been eroded by soaring
inflation and negative real interest
rates, they have flocked instead to the
dollar and gold. That m furn has put fur-
ther pressure on the currency.
Turkey'’s Treasury sald that Erdogan'’s
plan was tobe open only to mdividuals,
not businesses, and that they would
hawe to lock thelr money away for a
minkmum of three months to benefit
from the exchange rate guarantee.
Erdogan's faulty calculus page 2
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Biden’s Plan for Omicron:

=} Testing but No Lockdowns

Wave Is Challenging | Giving Military Help

ALt 2 rom O TIN

MAovirus testing center in Miami. Part of the plan announced on Tuesday to fight the Omicron variant is bo set up new F::-deral sites.

Retired Colonel @A Prickly Russia Cultivates a Military Mind-Set

Pushed Stories
Of Voting Plots

By ALAN FEUER

A few davs after President Bi-
den’s inauguration put to rest one
of the most chaotic transitions in
ULS. history, a former Army colo-
nel with a background in informa-
tion warfare appeared on a Chris-
tian conservative podcast and of-
fered a detailed account of his
monthslong effort to challenge the
walidity of the 2020 vote count.

In a pleasant Texas drawl, the
former officer, Phil Waldron, vold
the hosis a story that was almost
inconceivable: how a cabal of bad
actors, inclueding Chinese Com-
munist  officials,  intermational
shell companies and the financier
George Soros, had guietly con-
spired to hack into U.S. voting ma-
chines in a “globalist/socialise™
plot to steal the election.

In normal times, a tale like that
— full of wild and baseless claims
— might have been dismissed as
the overheated rantings of a con-
acy theorist. But the postelec-
tion period was not normal, pro-
viding all sorts of fringe players
an opportunity to find an audience
in the White House,

Mr. Waldron stands as a case
study., Working in conjunction
with allies of President Donald T
Trump — like Rudolph W, Giuliani,
Sidney Powell and Representa-
tive Louie Gohmert of Texas, a
member of the ultraconservative
House Freedom Caucus — and in
tandem with others like Michael T.
Flymn, Mr. Trump's first national
security adviser and a retired liew-
tenant general, Mr Waldron man-
aged Lo get a hearing for elements

Continued on Page A6

This  article  is by
Tk Iwvan
and Valerie Hopkins.

MOSCOW — Stepping onto a
podium in heavy boots and mili-
tary fatigues al a cercmony out-
side Moscow, six teena ac-
cepted awards for an increasingly
important discipline in Russia:
patriotism.

For days, students from around
the country had competed in ac-
tivities like map-reading, shooting
and hist uizzes. The contest
was funded in part by the Kremlin,
which has been making “military
patriotic” education a priority.

“Parents and children under-
stand that this aggressive shell
around us, it is tightening, it is
hardening”  said  Swvyatoslav
Omelchenkn, a special forces vet-

Arnton

Raising Specter of Foes
All Around and War
on the Horizon

eran of the K.G.E. who founded
wWympel, the group running the
event “We are doing all we can to
make sure that children are aware
of that and vo get them ready to go
and serve.”

Ower the past eight years, the
Russian  government  has
moted the idea that the mother-
land is surrounded by enemies, fil-
tering the concept through na-
tiomal institutions like schools, the
military, the news media and the
Orthodox Church. It has ewven
raised the possibility that the

country might again have to de-
fend itself as it did against the Ma-
zis in World War 11.

MNow, as Russia masses Lroops
on the Ukrainian border, spurring
Western fears of an impending in-
wasion, the steady militarization
of Russian sociery under Presi-
dent Viadimir % Putin suddenly
looms large, and appears to have
inured many to the idea that a
fight could be coming.

“The authorities are actively
selling the idea of war™ Dmitri A,
Muratow, the Russian newspaper
editor who shared the MNobel
Peace Prize this year, said in his
acceptance speech O=lo this
month. “People are getting used
to the thought of its permissibil-
ity
Speaking to Russian military

Continued on Page A&

SERGEY PONOMAREY FOR THE MEW YO T

Driving a model Soviet-era tank at the Cathedral of the Russian Armed Forces outside Maoscow,

Inflation Robs New York of a Cherished Treat: The $1 Pizza Slice

By NICOLE HONG

For two decades, 99 Cent Fresh
Pizza, a New York City chain, has
charged £1 for a slice of cheese
pizza, luring anyone who needed
tafill up for cheap in a notoricusly
expensive city, from construction
workers to students to late-might
partyers.

But the pandemic has thrown
its business model, which relies on
heavy foot traffic in office districts
and tourist hubs, into an exist-
ential crisis. With inflation rising
at its fastest pace in a generation,
prices for just about everything —
from pizza boxes to pepperond,
flour and oil — have skyrockeped.

The chain's owner, Mohammad
Abdul, is now agonizing owver

whether o raise prices for the
first time since opening in 200

“Maybe I canraise it 5cents,” he
said. “Some customers don't have
the money w buy the pizza. I'm
thinking how low can I sell it and
help the customer”

Mr Abdul is one of the last hobd-
outs in Mew York City's fiercely
competitive dollar-slice  pizza
scene, where a growing number of

chains have raised prices or
closed locations, in part because
some can no longer pay their rent.
Mo other city in America has a dol-
lar-slice culture guite like New
“York, which took off in popularity
after the 2008 recession.

Pizza businesses narionwide
wwere hugely successful during the
pandemic, well positioned to han-

Continwed on Page AIT

Effort by Schools
to Stay Open

By DANA GOLDSTEIN

The dread was familiar.

As news spread of the latest co-
ronavirus surge, fueled by the
Omicron variant, parents faced a
return to the drudgery of school
through a screen, child care crises
and restless young bodies, penned
inside for the win

In Manhattan, Olivia Strong re-
ceived an email from her son's
puhblic middle school on Maonday,
informing her that his cohort of
eighth graders would transition to
remote learning because of multi-
ple positive virus cases.,

=I was not ewen slightly sur-
prised; 1 fully expected it she
said, sighing deeply. Her hope, she
added, was that a short break to
reset would allow schools Lo re-
open more safely in the new year.

Districts have mostly reassured
families that despite targeted
classroom  closures o contai
spread of the virus, they plan
continue in-person learning unil
the Christmas break and reopen
as planned in January. New York
City, Boston and Montgomery
County, Md., in suburban Wash-
ington, were among the large
school systems that said they
would not shift districtwide to re-
mote learning, or would do so.only
if forced to by public health offi-
cials.

Still, the alarming spread of the
virus could expose the rickety in-
frastructure that has kept schools
running through most of this year.
Many schools are still in need of
substitute teachers and bus diriv-
ers and can ill afford an cutbreak
that would send even maore staff
members home. There are still not
enough rapid tests to quickly
screen whole  cdassrooms  or
schools. And some districts may
have a tough time meeting de-
mand for online learning as chil-
dren are quarantined or  con-
cemed parents choose to Keep
them home.

Schonl officials must simulta-
neously address the devastating
impact of the pandemic on stu-
dents: academic deficits, mental
health struggles and labor short-
ages.

“This is going to be a winter of
challenging cheices for schools,

Continwed on Page A20

to Hospitals, and
Urging No Panic

By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG

and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

WASHINGTON — President
Biden accelerated his administra-
tion's coronavirus response on
Tuesday as the country faced a
surge in cases from ahighly conta-
gious new variant, telling anxious
Americans that “we should all be
concerned about Gmicron, but not
panicked”

In a White House address deliv-
ered against the backdrop of a
new global strugske to cope with
the two-year-old pandemic, Mr
Biden said the government will
buy a half-billion rapid coromavi-
rus tests and distribute them free
to Americans; create new vacci-
nation and testing sites; and send
L 000 military medical profession-
als to help hospitals nationwide.

“1 know you"re tired, rea]]y. and
I know you're frustrated.” Mr. Bi-

Ara REVML REW VORE

Presbdent R:den called getting
wvaccinated a “patriotic duty”

s P T

den said, adding that vaccinated
Americans should feel comfort-
able celebrating with their friends
and family for the holidays, “'We
all want this to be over, but we're
still in it

The president  said  military
troops would begin arriving in
Wisconsin and Indiana this week
to aid health care workers at hos-
pitals. He said the first of the new
vesting sites would open in New
York within days. and he prom-
ised to use the Defense Produc-
tionm Act o hel ufacturers
better meet the demand for test-
ing.
Mr: Biden acknowledged the po-
litical division in the country and

Continued on Page AI8

CHANGE IN PLANS Mayor-elect Eric Adams canceled his inauguration

zala as New York City faces another troubling wave of cases, PAGE AZL
TIRED OF IT A sense of dread about the variant’s rapid spread is grow-
ing even in places that had recently experienced a lull. PAGE AZ0

To Control Electric Car Market,
China Nurtures a Battery Maker

By KEITH BRADSHER
and MICHAEL FORSYTHE

NINGDE, China — As the
global pandemic hit, the workds
biggest maker of electric car bat-
teries, a Chinese company now
worth more than General Motors
and Ford combined, swddenly
faced its own crisis.

A rival had released a video
suggesting that a technology used
by the company, CATL, and other
manufacturers could cause car
fires. Imitating a Chinese govern-
ment safety test, the rival had
driven a nail through a battery
eell, one of many in a typical elec-
tric car battery. The cell exploded
in a fireball.

Chinese officials ok swift ac-

RACE TO THE FUTURE
Strong and Growing Suare

tion — by dropping the nail test,
according to documents reviewed
by The New York Times. The new
regulation, released two months
later, listed who had drafted it:
First on the list. ahead of the gov-
ernment’s own vehicle testing
agency, was CATL.,

‘The shift did pot expose the
wiorkd to unsafe batteries — other
couniries do not require a nail test
— but it showed China's commit-
ment to nurturing a corporate
champion with a strong and grow-
ing sway over the future of driv-
ing. CATL has given China a com-

Continued on Page A8

INTERMATIONAL A4-13
Turks Struggle to Get By

As inflation soars and the value of
Turkey’'s currency plummets, families
can’t make ends meet and have had to
cut back on basic necessities.  PAGE Ad

NATIONAL Al4-23
Policy at Heart of a Standoff

President Riden and Senator Joe
Manchin III have many differences
over a proposed bill, but one stands out:
the child tax credit. PAGE AlS

SPORTS BE-10

MN.H.L. Players to Skip Beijing
Months after agreeing to send hockey's
top stars to the Olympics, the N.ELL.
amd its players’ union have reversed
course as Covid cases surge.  PAGE Ba

FOOD D1-10
The Joy of Cooking in a Semni

Some long-haul truckers ha

their close quarters into Lrave]mg
kitchens, which provide comfort during
a stressful holiday season. PAGE D1 o

OPINION A24-25
Michelle Cottle
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"Texas
kindles

copycat
statutes

After abortion law is
upheld, Newsom and
others apply tactics to
target guns, education.

By MavRra DOLAN

A gun  rights EToup
warned the Supreme Court
in late October that uphold-
ing Texas' so-called vigilante
antiabortion law would have
grave Consequences  for
other constitutionally pro-
tected activities.

“The most useful way to
appreciate the significance
of this case is to stop think-
ing of it as an abortion case
and recognize it for what it
is,” wrote Erik Jaffe, a Wash-
ington, DuC.. lawyer for the

T & 2021 OWSOE T

TRAVELERS WAIT for shuttles upon arriving at LAX on Tuesday.
region is in better shape than at this time last year beoause of v

*

cles
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GARY CORONARS Lan Angebes Times

Though Omicran is a serious concern, the
nes, the county’s public health chief says.

Firearms Policy Coalition: a
wehicle for “deterring the ex-
ercise of any and all rights "~

The Supreme
failed to heed the warming,
which came from both the
right and the left, and de-
cided 5 to 4 this month to
let stand a law that will
make obtaining abortions in
Texas impossible for most
women and that was crafted
to prevent abortion rights
advocates from obtaining an
injunction to block it.

Now political leaders in
other states are backing
similarlegal schemes, not all
ofthem targeting abortion.

The Texas law allows citi-
zens to sue abortion pro-
viders and anyone who helps
awoman to obtain an abor-
tion after five or six weeks
of pregnancy, when many
women may not even know
of thelr condition. Success-
ful plaintiffs receive at least.
F10,000 i they prevail, and
the defendants must pay for
their legal costs, Abortion
providers have no way to
block the law in court and

[Ses Copyeat, AT]

Biden officials OK 2 solar
plants in Southland desert

The huge projects

By Sammay RoTH

The Interior Department gave the
green light Tuesday to two huge solar
farms in the California desert — a re-
minder that the Biden administra-
tion still has tools to combat elimate
change even If it can't pass the presi-
dent’s “Build Back Better™ bill.

The two solar plants could evern-
tually cover 2,700 acres in Riverside
County, an hour's drive east of Palm
Springs and just south of Joshus
Tree National Park. Pederal officials
say they would generate enough elec-
tricity to power some 132,000 Califor-
nia homes.

raise concerns about sensitive habitat

That energy would help keep the
lights on after dark, with the devel-
oper also building a bank of lithiuwm-
ion batteries.

A third solar farm in the same
area, which the Biden administra-
tion said it expects to approve soon,
would bring total clean power gener-
ation at the new facilities to nearly
1000 megawatts of solar and 900
megawatis of four-hour battery stor-
age.

Approving renewable energy fa-
cilities on public lands is no substi-
tute for national climate legislation,
in terms of how much planet-warm-
ing pollution might be avoided. But
these projects can still displace fossil

fuels — and they don't need the ap-
proval of Senate Republicans or coal-
state Democratic Sen. Joe Manchin
III of West Winginia, who have blocked
“Build Back Better.™

“We absolutely have to mowve for-
ward as much as we can with clean
energy.” Interior Secretary Deb Haa-
land said in an interview.

At the same time, the new solar
farms offer a reminder that the tran-
sition to renewable power — al-
though badly needed to limit the
worsening wildfires and deadlier
heat wawves of the climate crisis —
comes with its own environmental
challenges.

[See Solar, A9]

The ‘unthinkable’: Getting
deported back to Afghanistan

Crnrarisa Hovuse Los Angeles Times

THE DEATH of Kobe Bryant, daughter Gianna
and seven others led to an outpouring of grief.

A deputy, a bar
and grisly photos
of Kobe Bryant

His widow’s suit over the images is
now being argued in federal court

By ALENE TCHEXMEDVIAN, RICHARD WINTON

AND CHEISTOPHER (FOFFARD

Two days after Kobe Bryant was killed in a helicopter

crash, ayoung man with a shaved h
tooed arms walked into a Norwalk
the counter. His name was Joey Cr
the Los Angeles County Sherifls D

Cruz, who had been on patrol
stood sentry at a trailhead leading

the hills above Calabasas in the frenzied aftermath of the

crash. People had swarmed to the

devastated fans, lookie-loos and seekers of macabre sou-
wvenirs — and Cruz had helped keep them away.

miles south, & bottle in his left hand and his phone in his
right, Across the world, news and social media were full of
tributes to the basketball great, and questions about the
SBunday moming crash that killed him. his 13-year-old

daughter, Gianna, and seven other:

Cruz had photos of the carna
warded to him by another deputy.
day night, bar surveillance footage

Ovcr\vh-l:lm{:d Iran
returns more and
more refugees into
the Taliban's hands.

By OMID KHAZANI
AND HENERY CHU

TEHRAN — Unlike most
of his compatriots, Jamal
Papoll didn't have to worry
about being stuck in Af
ghanistan when the Taliban
sped Lo power in August, Pa-

poli had qguit his homeland
years ago to set up shop as a
stonemason here in neigh-
boring Iran, just outside
Tehran

But instead of relief, what
the 30-year-old father of two
feels these days is fear. As
one of hundreds of thou-
sands of undocumented
Afghans in this country, he's
frightened of getting snared
in one of the growing num-
ber of sweeps by Iranian au-
thorities and sent back tohis
native land, where an uncer-
tain fate awaits — especially

forhim as an ethnic Uzbek in
a Pashtun-dominated, Tali-
ban-run soclety.

After all the previous
times Papoli was arrested
and deported, he simply
waited until he could sneak
back in again. But Al
ghanistan's new govern-
ment and Iran's intensifying
efforts to tighten the border
mean that that's not aviable
option anymore.

“It's no longer like it was
in the past. If T get caught
again, I would be given to

[See Afghans, A4]
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NO L.A.
CLOSURE
DESPITE
VARIANT
THREAT

County officials say
they have no plan for
a lockdown, even with
Omicron’s spread.

By Luse MoNEY,
RONG-(GONG Lin IT
AND HANNAH WILEY

Despite the rapid spread
of the Omicron coronavirus
variant, Los Angeles Coun-
ity’s top health official sald
Tuesday that no lockdowns
are planned at this time, as
vaccines and other safety
measures remain  strong
tools to combat the new
threat.

The stance inthe nation’s

most  populous  county
echoes statements from
President Biden, national

COVID-19 czar Dr. Anthony
Fauci and health ofMicials
elsewhere in California.

Meanwhile, Gov. Cawvin
Mewsom on Tuesday an-
nounced that California will
mandate boosters for all
healthcare workers in hopes
of improving immunity and
protecting hospitals from an
expected surge of pati s,

While L_A. County Public
Health Director Barbara
Ferrer acknowledged the
concerns over Omicron, she
emphasized that the rollout
ofvaccines puts theregionin
a better position than it was
in during last winter's
COVID-AS surge.

“1I know that the thing
that's top of mind is. do we
see in this near future clos-
ing back down our stores,
telling people they have to
stay home? And my hope is
no,” Ferrer told the county
Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday. “But that's a hope.
And it really depends on us
being able to use these new
tools we hawve to the best of
our ability to actually be able
to mitigate against this
pretty big threat that we all
face with Omicron.

We're obwviously going to
look very carefully at what
are the strategies that are
appropriate as we see more

[Ses LoA. County, A7]

Inland Empire
braces for a wave
Riverside and San
Bernardino counties are
seeing a rise in hospitali-
zations. CALIFORNLA, B
At-home virus
tests are scarce

As Omicron spreads and
the holidays noar, drog-
stores can’t keep them in
stock. CALIFORMIA, Bi

ead and muscular, tat-
bar and took a seat at
uz, adeputy trainee at
epartment.,

Just two months, had
g to the debris field in

area — reporters and

MNow Cruz sat at the Baja California Bar and Grill 45

5.
ge on his phone, for-
About 9:30 that Tues-

[See Bryant, A12]

WALLY SEALIF Los Angeles Times

TUESDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL

Rams running back Sony Michel stiff-arms Seattle’s Ryan MNeal in L.A."s
home win in a game postponed due to positive coronavirus tests. SPORTS, B10

U.S. turns
away dozens
of Afghans

The Biden adminis-
tration has issued
denials to pecple seak-
1ng safety in the U.S.
through humanitarian
parolc. WORLD, A3

Midterm races
taking shape
High-stakes contests
between Democrats
are likely as candidates
line up in new state
congressional districts.
CALIFORNLA, B1
Weather

Cloudy and cool.

L. A, Basin: 66/54. B6
Printed with soy inks on g9
partially recycled paper. T o
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Kellogg workers ratify a tentative pact, ending a two-month strike. A8
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Caution in the nation’s capital

People are tested for the coronavirus Tuesday at Farragut Square in W

the country is well prepared, and he told unvaccinated Americans that they have a “patriotic duty”

shington. Pre:
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ent Biden said in his speech that

to get inoculated.

BY HANNAH DDREIER
TN DENVER

ment came from the glow

of a computer monitor and
a candle that was supposed to
smell like Christmas cookies, The
trainers had said tw cuoltivate
calm and self«care, and Irene
Hild was trying. She called over
her cat, took a deep breath and
logged on to her computer, where
the blue logo of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency

r I1 he anly light in the apart-

incere condolences’

Inside the struggles and heartaches of FE

massive covid funeral assistance program

appeared.

“T hope you had a wonderful
weekend and you're ready to go.”
came the voice of the shift man-
ager oversecing FEMAS COV1ID-
19 Faneral Assistance call center.
The system had been crashing all

morning. she said. “Its been do-
ing its thing again. Just use your
judgment”

Irene and her colleagues joked
in a group chat that “just use your
Judgment” should bethe motto of
the assistance line. It was the

main reason Irene, 2%, had decid-
thizs wonld be her last week
the program, which pro-
vides up to $9,000 to offset funer-
al costs for victims of covid-19.,
She had started the job when
FEMA created the call center in
the s
helping beresved families, and
had also been thrilled to ke
#1140 an hour instead of the §6
she'd been earning as a barista.
But several thousand tearful,
frustrated. confused callers later,

SEE FUNERALS ON A1z

ing. She liked the idea of

Biden signals
strategy shift
againsl virus

VOWS NO LOCKDOWNS AMID OMICRON WAVE

W

te House plan adds testing sites and al-h

1e kils

BY TYLER PAGER,
DAN DIAMOND
AND ANDREW JEONG

President Biden sought to re-
cast the fight against the cononavi-
rus pandemic on Tuesday, insist-
ing the United States would not
lock doran or close schiools despite
surging cases driven by the new,
highly transmissible omicron
variamt.

Instead, Biden argued that
Americans who are vaccinated
and boosted remain largely pro-
tected from severe illness and
should plan to celebrate the holi-
days with family and friends as
mormmal,

“This is not March of 20207
Biden said, referring to the earl;
pre-vaccine days of the pander
as he spoke from the White House
State Dining Room. “Two hundred
million people are fully vaccinat-
ed. We're prepared. We know
more.”

The president still issued a
grave warning to onvaccinated
Americans who he sakd have a
“patriotic duty”™ to get vaccinated,
but he spent much of his speech
reassuring Americans the country
has the tools to avoid the extrems
messures that typified the early
months of the pandemic response.

“Tothat end, Biden detailed new
plans to expand coronavirns test-
ing sites across the country, dis-
tribute a half-billion free at-home
tests and deploy more  federmal

health resources to aid strained
hospitals as the omicron variant
drives a fresh wave of infections,

Biden's speech marked the
clearest distillation to date of a
new message from the White
House, as officials acknowledge
the virus is unlikely to disappear
but Americans no longer have to
fully upend their daily lives even
as cases rise. And it reflected the
extent to which many Americans
and political leaders show little
appetite for the widespread shut-
downs of the early pandemic peri-
od that hobbled the economy,
forced millions of students into
virtual learning, and sparked bit-
ter partizan and enltural hattles
over how to combat the virus.

For the Democratic Party,
Bidens messapge indicates a =shift
away from being the party associat-
ed with strict covid mitigation
measures as vaccines are widely
available and proven to work
against the latest variant. The
change comes just before the start
of & mibdterm election vear in which
Demincrats are expected to face an
uphill struggle, amnd lasmakers

SEE VIR ON A4

Convalescent plasma: Study says
it has reduced hospitalizations. A4

FAQ: Experts answer questions on
living with the omicron variant. A10

Short supply: D.C. residents
search for test kits amid surge. B1

How Al could
revolutionize
breast cancer
detection

BY STEVEN ZEITCHIE

When Regina Barzilay re-
turned to work after her breast
cancer leave seven years ago, she
was struck by an unexpected
thouaght.

The MIT artificial-intelligence
expert had just endured chemao-
therapy, two lumpectomies and
radiation at Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, and all the brutal
side effects that come along with
those treatments,

“1 walked in the door to my
office amnd thought, We here at
MIT are doing all this sophisticat-
ed algorithmic work that uld
have so many applications,” ™ Bar-
zilay said. * “And one subway stop
away the people who could ben-
efit from it are dying’

Barrilay had spent years ne-
searching the Al specialty known
as natural-language processing,
which applies algorithms to tex-
tual data. Those skills, she neal-
ized, might be put to a different
use: predicting cancer. She decid-
ed to ghiflt her research.

SEE MAMMOGRAM ON A20

tool from Israel’s NSO Group that targeted his then-fian

THE PEGASUS PROJECT

Interrogation, and then spyware on her phone

Months before Jamal Khashoggi's murder, a UAE agency tried to install a surveillance

. a new

PN GEHBEREG THE SACSHING 1IN 1S

Hanan Elatr, the widow of Saodl Journallst Jumal Ehashoggl. A forensie analysks NSO
Group’s denlal that Pegasus spyware was placed on her phone before Khashoggls murder In 2018

reveals

analy

wy Dana PRIEST

Emirates flight attendant Han-
an Elatr surrendered her two
Android cellphones, laptop and
passwords when security agents
surrounded her at the Dubai
airport. They drove her, blind-
folded and in handceuffs, to an
interrogation cell on the edge of
the city, she said. There, she was
gquestioned all night and into the
morning about her fiance, Saudi
Journalist Famal Ehashogg

The next day, at 10:14 a.m. on
April 22, 2008, while her devices
were  still official  custody,
someone opened the Chrome
browser on one of the Androids.

The person tapped in the ad-
dress of a websibe — “hittps:/ fmy-
files[. Jphotos/1gGrReCMO™ — on
the phones keyboard, fumbling
over the tiny keys, making two
tvpos, and then pressed “gof
according to a new forensle
analysis by cybersecurity expert
BEill Marczak of Citizen Lab. The
process took 72 seconds.

FEE PEGASUS ON A16

U.S. seeks to
denaturalize
a man who
did his time

BY HANNAH ALLAM

AND Rarzan NAKHLAWI
NEWBURGH, N.Y. — In the sum-
mer of 2008, Abd ran Far-
hane and his fami weare living
together again for the first time
since “the problem their deli-
cate termn for the federal termor-
ism sting that began after the
Sept. 11, 20001, attacks
his decade-long imprisonment.

Farhane’s six children
adults, had grown up with the
fallout: FEI agents raiding their
apartment in Brooklyn. Long
road trips to visit their dad in
prison. The soothing words of
their mother, Malika, when the
stain of the case cost them job
opportunities and made them
pariahs at the mosque.

The family always moadntained
that the case was unjust, count-
ing Farhane. a Moroccan-born
naturalized .8, citizen, among
those they believe were persecut-
the government’s post-9,/11
roundup of Muslims, which of-
ten relied on controversial sting
SEE DENATURALIZATION ON As
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A coronavirus-depleted
Washington Football Team gets an early lead

but can’t contain the Eagles, falling 27-17. TM

Ol role, new twist As second gentleman,
Dowg EmbolT is an envoy for Viee President
Harris, without the political edge. AG

THE NATION
In the trial over
Drammte Wright's killing
by a Minnesota police
officer, accountability
may be the best that can
be achieved, writes
Robin Givhan. Az
In Alabama, former
prosident Domald
Trump's endorsed
mdliclate for Ser
has struggled a
Republican clashes. A3
California’™ congres-
slomal map |I]Ll\mn
the majority:
districts in l]]E state
while pushing
Repuhlicans into miore
competitive territory. Af
The Federal Burean of

Prisons can keep
inmates in home

confinement after the
COTONAVIFUS emergency
ends, the Justice
Department said. A
Liberal lawmakers,
angry at Sen. Joe Man-

.
his rejection of the Barild
RBack Retter hill, are not
interested in scaling

back their priorities. A1

THE WORLD

Animal lovers in China
want a law against
abuse, but conservatives
label the effort part of a
Western conspiracy. Al
Amid Turkey’s deepen-
ing economic woes, op

position keaders are
stepping up their efforts
to unseat President He-
cep Tayyip Erdogan in
the next election. Al
French police have un-
covered 152,000 fake
EOTONAVIFIS [Ksses sinee
they were introcdoesd
this past SUmmer. ALs

THE ECONOMY
For another pandemic
Christmas, buyers ane
focusing on practical
gift=, such as books or
g:fl cards. 418

cial watchdog
l]ml lost fts teeth in the
Trump administration
has signaled it's back,
and targeting “buy now,
pay later” offers. A8
Unionized Ke
workers in four states

accepted a five-year
contract that includes
wage hikes and expand-
ed benefits, ending an
T1-week strike. A19

THE REGION
A recent wave of coro-
navirus cases across tle
District has spurred
some sehools to pause
person learning and
¥ PAPETIES o
their children home. Bl
The 1o-mile extension
of the 95 Express Lanes
in Northern Virginia
will mron e coanplened by
the 2022 goal. Bl

An emergency bill in-
vended to restrict the
yor's aunthority to

J_)L‘ Council vote. Bl
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$140

deportes

Ascenso historico
El clubdelos Tapia

llegd a Primera

Barracas Central le gand por penales (3a4)
lafinal a Quilmes; hard sudebutenla A,

TODO SOBRE MATRIX 4,
LA NUEVA SECUELA DE
LA SAGADECULTO

espectdculos

Dos décadas después del final dela trilogia,
LanaWachowski, Keanu Reevesy Carrie-
Anne Moss regresan con Resurrecciones,
unavisién distinta desde la metanarrativa.

EL DIVORCIO MAS
CARO EN LA HISTORIA
DEL REINO UNIDO

el mundo

El emir de Dubsi debera pagarle US§725
millones asu sexta esposa; la Justicia
también dictamind que el jeque tuvo
secuestradas a dos de sus hijas, Pagina s

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 22 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

Menos gente debera pagar
Bienes Personales, pero

suben las alicuotas mas altas

pipUTADOS. Se impuso el oficialismo por un voto y ahora el proyecto vuelve al Senado

Porunvotedediferencia, el oficialis-
moresistiola ofensiva de Juntos por
&l Camibio para sancionar una rebaja
del impuesto a los bienes persona-
les, Para lograrlo, debio impulsar
un provecto alternativo y prometer
que el Senado lo convertiri en ley la
semana provdma. Asisumdaaliados
provinciales y de la izquierda.

Lainiciativa, al igual que la defen-
dida por la oposicion, eleva de $2a
$6millonesel minimonoimponible
y de$18 a $30 millones el valorde la
vivienda inica que quedari exento.
Pero sube las alicuctas para los pa
trimenios de mas de $100 millones,
del,25%a1,50%. Cuandosuperen los
$300millones, serd del, 75%. Promro-

Espionaje:
un fallo niega
asociacion
ilicita del
macrismo
CAMARA FEDERAL. Fue

beneficiado Arribas;
Majdalani sigue procesada

ga,adems, latasade2,25% para bie-
nes en el exterior.

La oposicidén no logrd sancionar
el proyectoqueel Senadoaprobden
octubre, perocelebréhaber forzado
el debate. Por efecto de la inflacién,
unas 500,000 persenas quedarian
alcanzadas por el impuesto de no
actualizarse los montos. Pagina 8

EL ANALISIS

victoria cristinista
Joaquin Morales Sold
Pagina13

Miaximo, derrota v

La Camara Federal portefia sos-
tuvo, en un fallo dividido, que
no existio una asociacidn ilicita
durante el gobierno de Mauricio
Macri para hacerespionajeilegal
sobre dirigentes politicos, sindi-
calistasy periodistas.

Poreso, desprocesdal exjefe de
la Agencia Federal de Inteligen-

cia (AFT) Gustavo Arribas, pero
mantuvo el procesamiento de

Europa prepara mas restricciones
y Biden refuerza el plan de testeos

oMICRON. La nueva variante obliga a restablecer las medidas de contencién

ROMAAP)- Antelaacelerada pro-
pagacion de dmicron, la muy con-
tagiosa variante del coronavirus,
varios paises de Europa activaron
planes preventivos con la imposi-

cidn de nuevas restricciones o los
preparativos para hacerlo en las
proximas horas, como Italia, que
evaliareimponer el usoobligatoria
del barbijo, o Alemania, que desdeel

IGNACIO SANCHEL
DEBUT(&ELPASESAN’ITARIQ Sin demostrar que se estd vacunadoal menos conunadosis, no se podiaentrar ayeren lacancha de Racing paraver la
final del reducidode la Primera Nacional (ver Deportes). Fueuna de lasactividades masivas en la provinciade Buenos Aires, donde ayery demaneradispar
comenzda regir el pase sanitario obligatorio para trdamites pablicos, bancarios y diversas actividades en espacios cublertos v al aire libre. Pagina 21

Crecieron 75%
los contagios de
coronavirus en

28 de este mes limitard los encuen-

apenas 24 horas

la exntimero dos del organismo,
SilviaMajdalani, porabusodeau-
toridad. Para los jueces, losactos
ilegalesexistieron, peronofueron
un plan orquestado desde el po-
der, sinoactividades privadas.
Elfallo puede favorecer de ma-
nera indirectaa Macrien lacausa
del ARA San Juan, por la que estd
procesado en Dolores. Pagina 15

El desempleo
bajo, aunque
el trabajo es
mas precario

INDEC. Eldesempleobajoa 8.2%
eneltercertrimestre (en el mismo
periodode 2020, en la pandemia,
habia sido 11,7%), pero la recupe-
racién fue opacada por la preca-
rizacion del mercado laboral. La
cifraindicaque hay 2,24 millones
dedesempleados enel pais. Entre
los ocupados, crecen los informa-
lesy cuentapropistas, ¥ los asala-
riados privades registrados son
aun menos que en 2019, Pagina 16

LaPampano
notas para ser

roscercanos. En Estados Unidos, el
presidente Joe Bidenanuncidla dis-
tribucion de 500 millones de tests,
entre otras medidas. Pagina 22

Se informaron 9336 casos,
la cifra mas alta desde el 19
de agosto pasado

Pagina 21

abanderado

EpUcAcION. Consideran
mis inclusivo que todos
porten la bandera. paginaz4



FOLHA DE S.PAULO

HA 100 ANOS

UM JORNAL A SERVICO DA DEMOCRACIA
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ENTREVISTA
Gilberto Kassab

PSD nao vai
ter ninguém,
nem Alckmin,
vice de Lula

Presidente da sigla dese-
jada para alianca pelo ex-
presidente diz nao abrir
mao da candidatura de
Rodrigo Pacheco, ou ou-
tra propria, no 1° turno.
Ele considera a propos-
ta de parceria em SP com
Geraldo Alckmin encerra-
da, e defende o fim da ree-
lew.medaq coligaghes ma-
joritirias. Poderas

Vinicius T. Freire

Bolsonaro, que ja
era Nero, agora
quer ser Herodes
A ignorancia sobre a epi-
demia cresceu devido a
hackers quandoa dmicron
chegou. Ja Jair Bolsonaro
pede dinheiroa policiais e,
sendo Nero, mira Herodes
ao barrar vacinagio de cri-
angas. Mercado AL7

Centrdo quis fim
de golpismo para
apoiar presidente
Poder A4

Com alta de preco, IPVA

terd mais parcela em SP

Qimposto terd um aumen-
to de 22,54% em 2022 em
Sao Paulo, devido & alta
nos precos. Haverd cinco
parcelas e desconto de g%
avista. Mercado A17

Crise do clima nos EUA

QUARTA-FEIRA, 22 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2021

Praia Pedras Miudas,/Ilha das Cabras, em Ilhabela (litoral norte de S) Mzthilde Miissioneiro Folhapress

Lale de Almesida / Felhagress

NA CALIFORNIA, INCENDIOS FREQUENTES DIFICULTAM RECONSTRUGAO

Destrogos provocados pelo Dixie, o segundo maior incéndio florestal da histdria do estado americano, no municipio de Gre-
enville; comn ondas extremnas de calor e seca, a crise do clima aumenta o potencial destrutivo das chamas mundo A10 a A12
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ATMOSFERA EDITORIAIS A2

O vice de Lula
A respeito de articulacao
para ter Alckimin na chapa.

Fed contra a inflagdo
Sobre agdes indicadas pelo
banco central americano.

R% 5,00

Policiais e
partidos sao
beneficiados
no Orcamento

A pedido de Bolsonaro, federais vao
ganhar R$ 1,74 bi a mais em 2022;
fundo eleitoral de R$ 4,9 bi é recorde

0 Congresso aprovou o pro-
jeto de lei do Orgcamento pa-
ra o ano eleitoral de 2022.

O texto traz a previsao de
R& 1,74 bilhéo para conceder
aumento a 45 mil policiais
federais, um pedido do pre-
sidente Jair Bolsonaro (PL)
paraagradar a uma de suas
bases presumidas.

O fundo eleitoral apro-
vado € recorde na historia.
Sdo R$ 4,9 bilhdes, menas
doque os R$ 5,7 bilhdes pos-
sivels, masaindaassim R$ 3
bilhdes a mais do que havia
sido sugerido pelo governo
e aplicado no pleito de 2018.

Tudo isso configura mais
uma derrota de Paulo Gue-
des, o ministro da Econo-
miague viuseu poder se es-
vagiar ao longo deste 2021

Avotacao ocorrenumdia
depois de o ministro entrar
em férias por 19 dias. Elaja
abriu uma crise: outras ca-
tegorias na elite do funci-
onalismo, como auditores
da Receita, estio deixando
SEUS CANFOS eI Protesto pe-
la falta de aumento.

Alvo de polémicas, as cha-
madas emendas de relator
foram mantidas emR$16,5
bilhdes. Mercado A15

Brasil ndo avanga na limpeza de suas praias hd 6 anos
36 de wm total de 1.338 pontes monitorades

™ Boas Regulares Ruins M Péssimas Sem medigao
2016 25 9 14
2017 EE o o T 10
2015 EE N 6 W
2019 N = . .
2021 2s L I_ ir

'zo‘fc -\aero cons|derndo porque, com 3 pandemda, metade dos

monitorada. Pl PA & AP ndo medem: ES e b

s& medem em cercas cidades; PR e

RS 36 medern na alta temporads. Fonges: Orghos ambientais estad usis & municpais

Brasil patina na reducao de
praias poluidas em 6 anos

FOLHA VERAO

Seis anos apds a Folha inici-
ar ranking de balneabilida-
c]e de praias, o retrato € de

t:agnacao Em2021, 0volu-
me de pontos monitorados

:.r.m.e.mi-.r".s.dus bons (37%),
ou seja, proprios para ba-
nho em todas as medigoes,
foiigual ao de zo16, primei-
ro ano da coleta dos dados.

Esporte Bé6

Preto, pobre
e pugilista
Boxe & ovelha negra
do esporte, afirma
campeao olimpico
Hebert Conceigao

IHustrada B7
Nowvo filme ‘Matrix
Resurrections’
retoma legado
de saga visionaria

ustrada B9
Brasil disputa vaga
no Oscar 2022 com
curta ‘Seiva Bruta)
mas sem longa

Também estacionaram os
locais regulares (25%) e ru-
ins (o%). Praias péssimas,
improprias em mais da me-
tade das aferigoes, tiveram
queda de 16% para 12%. Ji
pontos nio monitorados
subiram de 14% para 17% .

Devido a4 pandemia, o le-
vantamento nao inchui da-
dos de 2020. cotidians B1

Mascara

em lugares
abertos divide
populacgio

Aobrigatoriedade de mis-
caras em locais abertos di-
vide a populacio no mo-
mento em que casos de
Covid caem, mas a dHmi-
cron e agripe preccuparn.
Pesquisa Datafolha mostra
que 48% defendem usoem
lugares abertos e fechados,
enquanto 44% dizem gue a
exigéncia so deveria ocor
rernos fechados. saidena

Epidemia de
gripe desacelera
apdés um més no
Rio de Janeiro

Saiide BS
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EXTRA
PROTECCION
PARA TU VENICUTD
¥ TU ECONOMIA

ULTIMAHORA

Baunoon, midrcokes, 22

wiww.ultimahora.com

Ambas son socias comerciales de un empresario sospechado de narco

Adjudicacion exprés de 8.000
ha. a dos jovenes hermanas

En 4 meses en el Indert les fue aprobada la concesion de dos propiedades de
4.000 ha. cada una. La rapidez con que corrio el expediente no es algo usual en el ente.

PAOINA 6

Serd aho de internas p{ESId!‘!rIL‘IaIES

| L' DESEMBARQUE DE PASAJEROS
UIP cree que economia | L‘;’f g i
se vera frenada por el ./ s ARRIVAL - OREGUAHEHA
electoralismo en 2022 ~ ~
Habria sospecha de vinculos con RGD
La Seprelad investiga

una presunta estafa
piramidal multimillonaria

PADINA K2

Deberdn actualizar el sistema

Firma vinculada a las
comisarias de oro gané

'Tiqémpo de kee

licitacion para el 911 X ._
e Tras larga espera. [ ol Aeropi il
Pellirossi cuando residents .:-':--!-'-.l T = reunieran o I ; PAGINA 7L
MHIHH l:H Uh:l ”Hfr aH Hﬂll
;,_,,; Hay méxima alerta a nivel mundial Recusd a los miembros del Tribunal
e Omicron ya es la variante = Froilan Peralta retrasa con
= predominante en EEUU chicanas su juicio oral

PAGIHA BB FACIME 44
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« %ans la liberté de blamer, il n'est point d’éloge Aatteur = Beaumarchais

TELEVISION ENVIRONNEMENT
LINCROYABLE AVENTURE SUR LA MONTAGNE SAINTE-

DU CHCEUR MILITAIRE VICTOIRE, L'OFPOSITION
DTNy EU S YRS A UX EOLIENNES SE DURCIT pacen

GOUVERNEMENT
Elisabeth Borne,

la mue

d'une «techno»
en politique

PAGET

GAUCHE

La delicate double
campagne
d'Anne Hidalgo

FAGE B

AFRIQUE
En Ethiopie,
les rebelles
se replient
dansle Tigré

PAGE &

COVID-19

La France incapable
de repérer

des milliers

de cas du variant
Omicron

PAGE 12

LIGUE 1
Quand les
foothalleurs
s'envolent, la

polemique decolle
PAGE 14

g \ ak_;,.m
_;apres la Russie

Malgré sa dislocation en 1991, 'Union soviétique survit dans les mentalités russes, et la nostalgie
impériale de Vladimir Poutine menace ses ex-satellites, notamment 'Ukraine. eacesz a s erveomonias

CINEMA

<« Matrix
Resurrections » :
Orphée et Eurydice
dans la matrice

PAGE 26

L.a crise a Sciences Po
Grenoble prend
une tournure politique

Vaccins, traitements, tests:
ces entreprises qui ont tiré
profit de la pandémie

CHAMPS
LIBRES

+ La chronique
de Bertille Bayart
= Un entretien
avec le docteur
Geérald Kierzek

PAGE 17

Reéponses a la question
de mardi :

Etes-wous favorable

a l'obligation

du passe sanitaire

en entreprise ?

oul NON
2%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 383421

Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigarofr
Faut-il transformer
le passe sanitaire
en passe vaccinal ?

LOU BRETON - MB; SERGE MERTIER
PHOTOPOR LA PROVY
WA KFER; HANNA H MOKAY REUTERS

‘Wokisme, islamo-gauchisme. ..
Abonné aux polémiques, I'IEP,
qui vient de suspendre 'un de
ses professeurs, cristallise kes
divisions entre la gauche et la
droite. Un députe LREM de-

mande a 1'exécutif de se pen
cher sur ces dérives idéologi-
ques qui font éoole ailleurs.
L'IEP, lui. fustige la décision de
Laurent Wauquiez de lui retirer
som financement. PAGE 10
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il
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N\

trente ans de distance, une vic
toire peul se révéler amére, Aveo
I"acte de décés de |"Union ﬂn\h-m
que, signé presgue en
par Mikhail Gorbatchev le 25 de
cembre 1991, les Occidentaux croyaient assis-
ter aw triomphe de leur modéle démocratigque
et capitaliste: puisqu’il venait de gagner la
guerre froide, sa suprématie allait étendre
I"est le meilleur des mondes.
Cletair negliger le «cataclysme géapolitique =
que déplore encore Vladimir Pouline : quinze
republiques éparpillees sur les 22,5 millions
de km? de I'URSS, un demi- million de soldats
et des milliers d"armes nucléaires a rapatrier,
dans un contexte d’effondrement économi
que et industrie] dont Tehernoby] était déja le
symptome cing ans plus tot.
La myyopie des Occidentaux les a conduits i se
rejoulr de cet affaiblissement sans voir qu'il
serait une source d'instabilité. La patte de
I"ours russe n'a pas tardé i faire couler le sang
en Tchetcheénie, en Géargie, en Ukraine. Nos
talgique d’un empire dont il était 'agent zelé
au KGEB, Vladimir Poutine court depuis vingt
ans apres la puissance perdue et "honneur
flétri de la Russie.

Poussieres dempire

Sa quite passe par I'instauration d'un equilibre
stratégique avec 1'"Otan, qu'il veul i toul prix te

nir a distance de « I'espace russe » - quoi qu'en
pensent ceux qui le peuplent. Mais une fois 'em-
pire sovictique réduit en poussiére, il ne o reste
que "arsenal des faibles: s"attagquer i plus petit
quesoi, mondre sur des frontiéres, entretenir des
conflits larvés, soutenir des dictateurs redeva

bles, déployver des mercenaires, agir masogue
dans I'ingérence, la désinformation, ke sabotage,

la cyberguerre...
De la puissance be la puissance
sovictique, on est
SOVIét]quE' i passé i la midisan-
on est passe & russe. La pre-
\ - miere relevait de
ala nuisance la dissuasion, la
russe seconde de I'en
diguement.
A I'équilibre des blocs a succede la stratégic des
mille entailles - plus souvent |'apanage des ter
roristes et des Etats voyous, Poutine rembourss
awvec de la petite monnaie la grande humiliation
historique de la Russie. Comme depuis des sie
cles, ¢"est d'abord le peuple nisse qui en fait les
frais, son réve de liberte emporté par le regne de
la répression et de la peur. B
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La crise sanitaire a bouleversé
I'industrie de la santé, Pfizer,
BioNTech et Moderna ont ga-
i la bataille des vaceins. Mals
acoté de ces géants, une multi

tude d'acteurs se sont mobili-

BR D5 BLUE STE

s83 en un temps record et affi
chent de fortes croissances.
Eurofins, BioMérieux, Docto-
liby, Delpharm... de nombreuses
sociébés frangaises sont en sur-
chauffe. PAGES20ET2

KRILL KUDR¥AVTSEY /AFP
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The best TV shows 01 2021

Our critics
pick their

favourites
of the year
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News provider of the year

further curbs
on Christmas
socialising

Decision for England
could lead to tougher
rules inthe new year

Peter Walker
Andrew Gregory
Linda Geddes

Christmas will goahead withoutany
curbs on socialising, Boris Johnson
has confirmed, prompting warnings
this could lead to tougher measures
later despite tentative signs that cases
have begun to plateau,

The prime minister released a brief
video message yesterday saying he
understood that families across Eng-
land needed certainty to press ahead
with Christmas plans but warned
that curbs could still be imposed
after 25 December owing to the rapid
spread of the Omicron variant.

From today, the Covid self-
isolation pericd will be cut from 10
days to seven for vaccinated people
in an attempt to save Christmas for
tens of thousands of people if they
get the all-clear from lateral flow
tests ondays6and 7, the government

announced. The decision, after deep
splits within the cabinet, wasin con-
trast to moves by the Scottish and
Welsh governments yesterday.
Scotland cancelled Hogmanay
street parties for tens of thousands
of people, Wales announced £60 fines
for employees who refuse to work
from home, and both countries said
sporting events would be held behind
closed doors. Scotland’s first minis-
ter, Nicola Sturgeon, had previously
urged indoor mixing to be limited

to three households either side of

Christmas Day,

Labour said that while the news
about Christmas in England would
be a relief to many, Johnson now
appeared to be “too weak” to push
any new restrictions through hiscab-
inet il they were needed.

The number of reported Covid
cases across the UK fall for the third
time in five days yesterday, raising
hapes the recent surge may be start-
ing to plateau - albeit at record high
levels. There were 90,629 confirmed
cases yesterday, compared with a
high of 93,045 on Friday

Paul Hunter, professorin medicine
at the University of East
Anglia, said therecent rapid

Hospitality warns £1bn
help too little, too late

Richard Partington
Andrew Sparrow

Rishi Sunak hasbeen accused of fail-
ing to do enough to help embattled
hospitality firms through the Omi
cron wave after refusing tobring back
furlough for the hardest-hit firms.

.“T;ll('('l]lT'Ihl]'lj;', ta 'il]|i":'|.‘¢[' |‘.'F(‘.‘>SUFL'
to offer financial support amid a col-
lapsein pre-Christmas trade for pubs,
restaurants and hotels, the chancel-
lorannounceda £1bn bailout package
vesterday consisting of business
grants and help with sick pay.

However, it drew an oe
angry responsefrom bosses

A Sheich Mohammed and Princess Haya at Ascot in 2010, She fled to Britain in 2009 pHOTOGRAFH: MAX MUMBY/INIIGOGETTY

Sheikh's divorce payout
could hit £500m record

Haroon Siddique
Legal affairs correspondent

The ruler of Dubai has been ordered
to pay his ex-wife Princess Haya and
their two children a divorce settle
ment that could reach more than
£500m - the highest ever awarded

by a British court - to protect them
from the threat he poses to them.

In a written judgment yesterday,
Mr Justice Moor said that “uniquely®
the “main threat” to Hava and the
children came from Sheikh Moham-
med bin Rashid al-Maktoum, who is
alsoprimeminister of the United Arab
Emirates, a close Gulf ally of Britain.

Haya fled to Britain in April 2019
with her two children. Since then, in
a series of hearings concerned with
custody, access and financial sup-
port, which have so far cost more
than £70m in legal fees, high court
judges have found on the balance of
probahilities that:
® Thesheikh orchestrated

Ll



