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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance

rices that suppliers are

charging businesses and
other customers leapt in
NMowvember, signaling that
broad-based price pressures
are still building throughout
the LS, supply chain. AZ
- up
its commitment to electric

lion EVs a vear by 2030, Bl.

# Chinese authorities
sald they have fined so-
clal-media giant Weibo
millions of dollars for a
string of infractions. B1

* U.S. stocks ended lower
as the Fed kicked off its pol-
icy meeting. The S&P 500,
Dmvarlil'lasdaq last 0.7%,
0.3% and L1%, respectively. B12
# EBiden plans to nominate
Sandra Thompson to beoome
the permanent director of the
agency that oversees Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. A2
# Israeli cybersecurity
company NSO Group is ex-
ploring a potential sale of its
business or the closure of its
controversial spyware unit. B4
+ Apple and Alphabet's
Google hold a “vise-like
grip”™ over how people use
muohile devices, Britain's
antitrust regulator said. B4
#+ Centene said its CEO will
retire next year and it will
name five new boand
amid pressure from activ-
ist hedge fund Politan. B3

#+ Chanel named Unilever
weteran Leena MNair to be-
come its chief executive.

# 3M agreed to combine its
food-safety business with Neo-
#en, a food testing and ani-

mal healthcare specialist. B3

World-Wide

—

# Pfizer said trial results of
its experimental Covid-19
antiviral pill confirmed a
positive response for those
infected with the coronavi-
s, greathy reducing the ri
of hospitalization and likely
appearing to work against
the Omicron variant. Al

against Omicron found that
two shots of Plizer and BiolN-
Tech's vaccine lowered the
risk of hospital admission by
T0% for infected patients. AG
# The number of reported
Cowid-19 deaths in the U.S.
surpassed 800,000, ac-
cording to data from Johns
Hopkins University. A6

# The House voted 222-208
to hold Meadows in crimi-
nal contempt of

as lawmakers zeroed in on
his communications related
to the Capitol attack. A3

dollar deal to buy American-
made F-35 aircraft, Reaper
drones and other advanced
munitions, U.S. said. Al

4+ The Senate passed legis-

lation raising the gowvern-

ment’s borrowing Limit by
Democrats

+ Trump lost his bid to

* New York state's ethics
watchdog passed a resolution
ordering former Gow. Arndrew
Cuomo to reli i i

of dollars he was paid for
his pandemic memoir. Ad
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Robert Duggin helped retrieve residents” possessions at Monette Manor on Sunday after it was struck by a tornado.

A Fight for Survival Along
Tornado’s Path of Carnage

Soon after a siren warned of
a coming tornado on Friday
evening, nursing assistant
Linda Knapp tock an elderly
resident at the Monette Manor
nursing home in Monette, Ark.

By Arian Campo-Flores,
Valerie Baverlein
and Jennifer Levitz

to the bathroom. Then the
twister struck, ripping the roof
off the building and dislodging
chunks of the wall.

Ms. Knapp recalled telling
the man to grab a bathroom

rail and hold on as tight as he
could. She leaned over him to
shield him from flying debris,
and a piece of concrete struck
her. A power outage plunged
them into darkness, and water
from rainfall or a sprinkler sys-
tem soaked the floor
Trapped by debris in the
bathroom, Ms. Knapp said, she
cleared away broken pipes and
wreckage that were blocking
the door and pried it open. She
eventually got the man out and
helped him tows an area
near the nurses’ station where
she could sit him in a chair and

tend to him.

“The residents were talking
to each other through the
whole thing, asking each other
if they were OK,” said Ms.
Knapp, 6% years old.

The tornado was just get-
ting started. After forming
near the nursing home in
northeastern Arkansas, the
twister tore off to the north-
east, carving a catastrophic
path 230 miles long and as
wide as three-quarters of a
mile across Missouri, Tennes-
see and Kentucky over the
course of about four hours. It

was one of a series of torna-
does that killed at least &8
people and leveled swaths of
towmns.

Four days after the cata-
clysm struck, it is becoming
clear that the early signaling
systems put into place
throughout the middle of the
country, for the most part,
weorked as promised. People re-
ceived text alerts and radio
alerts from local officials and

Please turnfo page A8

# Search-and-rescue effort
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New Data
Bolster
Pfizer’s
Pill for
Covid-19

Antiviral under review
by the FDA cuts risk of
hospitalization and is
effective for Omicron

By Jaren 5. Horkins

Plizer Inc. said trial results
of its experimental Cowvid-19
antiviral pill confirmed a posi-
tive response for those in-
fected with the coronavirus,
greatly reducing the risk of
hospitalization and likely ap-
pearing to work against the
Omicron variant.

The data—springing from a
final analysis of a late-stage
study—oeome as the Food and
Drug Administration reviews
whether to clear use of the
drug, named Paxlovid, in high-
risk adults, a decision that
could come before the end of
the year.

“This was a real home run,
gives tremendous hope for an-
other highly effective inter-
wention,” Pfizer Chief Scien-
tific Officer Mikael Dolsten
said in an interview.

Doctors and health experts
have been looking for an anti-
viral like Paxlovid, which peo-
ple could take at home within
sewveral dawvs of the onset of
symptoms to prevent their
cases from turning serbows and

FPlease rurn ropage A6
* U5 surpasses 800,000
deaths from Covid-19....... A6
# Unvaccinated lose some
benefits at Kroger..—.... — Bl

Millennials Power
Housing Market

Moving from renting to owning, generation
is likely to bolster demand for years

By NicoLE FRIEDMAN

Alex and Michelle Angert
lived the last years of their
20s without a permanent ad-
dress. They moved ocut of a
small Manhattan apartment
in 2018 to stay in short-term
rentals around the TS, be-
fore embarking on a vearlong
honeymoon to travel the
world, starting in the Philip-
pines.

When the pandemic cut
their travels short last year,
Mr. Angert, 31, decided to
take a job in public relations
in Richmond, Va. He and
Mrs. Angert, who is also 31
and works at a healthcare
tech company, started house

hunting this spring. Afrer
losing out on multiple offers.
they raised their $400,000
budget. In July, they plunked
down $635,000 on a three-
bedroom ranch in a tree-
filled lot near a Richmond
country club.

=“I would have had all of
these regrets in life if 1
didn't travel,” Mr. Angert
said. “But it feels like the
right time to settle down and
put down some roots "

For years, conventional
wisdom held that millennials,
born from 1981 to 1996,
would become the generation
that largely spurned home-
ownership. Instead, since

Please turn fo page A12

Car Prices Keep
Driving Higher

A computer-chip shertage
that has stripped car lots of
inventory showed few signs
of abating last month. B2

Change in average
transaction price
since January 2019

M usad vehicles
B Mew wahicles

20

2019 20 21

Souncs: AD. Power

U.A.E. Threatens
Multibillion-Dollar
Deal for U.S. Arms

By Gosnpox LupoLn
AnND WaARREN P. STROBEL

WASHINGTON—The United
Arab Emirates is threatening to
pull out of a multibillion-dollar
deal o buy American-made
F-35 aircraft, per drones
and other advanced munitions,
U.S. officials said, in what
would be a significant shake-up
between two longtime partners
increasingly  at  odds  owver
China's role in the Gulf.

The Emirati government
told U.S. officials that it in-
tended to halt the deal because
Abu Dhahbi thought security re-
quirements the U.S. had laid
out to safeguard the high-tech
weaponry from Chinese espio-
nage were too onerous, and the
country's national sovercignty

was in jeopardy, officials said.

It was unclear whether the
£23 billion arms deal, signed in
the final days of the Trump ad-
ministration, is dead, or
whether the Emirati threat is a
bargaining mowve on the eve of
a planned visit on Wednesday
by a high-level ULAE. military
delegation to the Pentagon for
two days of talks.

“The UAE has informed
the U.S. that it will suspend
discussions to acquire the
F-35" a UWA.E. official said.
“Technical requirements, sov-
ereign operational restrictions
and the cost/benefit analysis
led to the reassessment.

The U.S., the UAE. official
said, “remains the ULAE. pre-
ferred provider for advanced

Please turn topage A9
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Higher food costs and

staffing shortages are
leading chefs to trim
menu offerings. A12

SPORTS
Stephen Curry breaks
the NBA's 3-point
record by making his
2974th career tray. A16

Twice as Sweet? Christmas Movie
Battle Has Fans Seeing Double

Channel run by Hallmark’s former boss

makes holiday fare with same actors

By Lavraan Rrzzo

A brewing war for Christ-
mas TV talent is giving Trevor
Donovan plenty of exposure
this holiday season.

Mr. Donovan, an actor whao
usually appears in one Christ-
mas TV movie a year, was fea-
tured in two just over the past
few weeks: “Nantucket Noel™
on the Hallmark Channel and
“Jingle Bell Princess™ on GAC
Family, an upstart cable chan-
nel run by Hallmark's former
The channel has been re-
[y ng heavily from the Hall-
mark ranks to build its own ri-
wal Christmas mowvie empire.

“It was definitely confusing
doing two Christmas mowvies,™
said Michael ¥anni, Mr. Dono-
van's agent. That won't hap-
pen again next year: Mr. Dono-
van has agreed to make
holiday movies only for GAC
Family for the next two years,

Mr. Yanni said.

Hallmark had already lost
one of its biggest year-round
stars to GAC a few weeks ago
when Danica McKellar, who
played Winnie on “The Won-
der Years” as a child, signed
an exclusive contract with the
new family channel after hav-
ing appeared in sewen Hall-
mark Christmas movies.

Overall, 96% of the lead ac-
tors in the 12 Christmas mow-
ies airing on GAC this year
wiere previously featured on
Hallmark, according to The
Wall Street Journal’s count of
the two main leads in the
films scheduled to air between
Oct, 30 and Dec. 19,

Such cross-pollination  is
rare in the Christmas-movie
industry where the biggest
players—Hallmark and Life-
time—have built their own sta-
bles of talent. Christmas-movie

Please turn o page AI1Z2
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Capitalism works
The global supply chain has passed

ECB tightrope

Art of restructuring

Rising inflation demands balancing Chinese pupil’s lessons for his

its big fest — MARTIN SANDBU, PAGE 19

act from Lagarde —eis READ, PAGE 17

Wall St teacher —ToM MITCHELL, PAGE &

Inflation alert
IMF urges UK
to raise rates

The IMF has urged the Bank of England
to raise interest rates without delay,
accuskng the central bank's Interest rate
setters of “inactbon bias™ as inflathon spi-
ralsinthe UK.

Ahead of the BoES next big meeting
tomorrow, the fund warned that UK
inflation would rise to 5.5 per cent earky
et year, saying it had allowed prices to
soar by finding excuses to donothing,

The fund said ratsing rates did not
mean stimulus had to end, adding that
the central bank should understand the
delicate balance between undermining
confldence and allowing inflathon to
becatne mone persistent.

Call on UK page 2
Pressure on Fed page &
Big Read pape 17

UK inflation
Annual % cham

consumer pi

deal as ties cool with Washington

e Abu Dhabi suspends talks e US wants to add strings e Fears over Huawei exposure

AHDREW ERGLAND
AHE SIMEGH KERR — DUBAI
The United Arab Emirates has sus-
pended talks with the Us over its $25bn
deal o buy 50 F-35 fighter |ets In a sign
of friction in the Gulf state's relations
with Washington

An Emiratiofficial said yesterday Abu
Drhabi kad informed the US that it was
reassessing the deal because of “techni-
cal requirements, soversign operational
restrictionsand cost-be nefit analysis™.

The sale of the F-35s was agreed last
year by the Trump administration after
the UAE sigmed an accord to normalise
relations with Israel But the deal has
come under mounting scrutiny since
President Joe Biden ook office.

Abu Dhabd has ralsed concerns over
the restrictions Washington is seeking

Prosecutors seek to close
down ‘Russla’s consclence”

Mosoow courts sit this week to weigh
the liquidation of 3 group that ssaks
1o presarve the history of Soviel-ara
crimes. Mamarial Is accused of faling
o identily fsell as 2 foreign agent”
Ofhers see 1T 35 RUSSIE's consdenca.
“History ks important fo the pecple In
power, ang Kramlin watchar explaing,
“Thay dor't have many modern-day
achievements o brag about. And this
history has to be glassy. The history of
Stabnism and purges gets in the way,
€ivil right's » PAGE 1

o put on the Gulf state’s use of the war.
planes. The White House kas also been
wworried that its use of FHuawed's 5G tecl-
nology raises the risk that sensitive
information could be leaked to Belfing.

Washington has been putting pres-
sure on the UAE to reduce its exposure
to the Chinese telecoms technology.
General Kenneth F McKenzie, com-
mander of the Us central command,
sald this year that he was concerned by
the risk of technology transfer. He
added that the U8 was “working hard
both Intermally within the United States
and with our UAE partners (o ensure
that's resolved satisfactorihy™

Eut as the talks lave dragged on, the
UAE — a key US ally inthe Arabwarld —
has become frustrated with pressure
from theU8, as it tries to strike a balance

between its relations with Washington
and China, itsbiggest trade partner.

Emirath officials argued there were
few cost-effective alternatives to Hua-
wels 5G technology and were warrhed
that they would be sucked lnto a new
cold war betwoen the Us and China.

The decisbon to suspend the talks, first
reported by the Wall Street Journal,
comes a week after the UAE sealed a
€17bn-plus deal with France to buy 80
Rafale jets and 12 Caracal helicopters
made by French groups Dassault Avia-
tien and Alrbus. Shelkh Mohammed bin
Zayed al-Mahyan, Abu Dhabi crown
prince and de facto UAE beader, hasa
despening relationship with Emmanue]
Macron, the French presider

There is also unease ower perceived
UE disengagement from the region,

Abu Dhabi

has raised
COMCEIMS over
the restrictions
Washingion
wanls Lo place
on the Gulf
state's use of the
F-35 fighter jets

exacerbated by the chaotic withdrawal
from Afghanistan.

A person briefed on the UAE position
saild abu phabi was confident that
Issues related to Huawel could be
resolved. But the critical matter was
whether the US would put Hmits on how
the TAE coubd uss the F-354.

“They want the strongest possible
relations with the U5,” the person said
“The question is: is the US ready to
reciprocate and be committed?™

The Biden administration said it was
commibtted to the deal “even as we con-
tinue consultations to ensure that we
have a clear, mutual understanding of
Emirati obligations and scthons before,
during. and afterd divery”.

Additianal reporting by Aime Williams

Ire Waslrigton

-Toyota stepS up eleél:ric Cars spendmg

pledge to $35bn in drive to rival Tesla

WA SUGIURA AMD LEC LEWIS — TOKYD

Toyota will pour $35bn inboe a shifi
towards electric vehicles as the workd's
biggest carmaker scts itself up for
direct rivalry with Tesla and joins other
groaps ina push for carbon neutrality.

Tt marksa bigincrease infts electric tar-
gets as it alms to sell 3.5m battery-
powered vebicles 3 year by 2030, with
the launch of 30 dlecuric models includ-
ing sports cars and commercial vehicles.
The campany has in the past argued
that a longer-term fix for global warm-
img shiould be a mbx of hybrids, electric
vehicles and hydrogen-powered wvehi-
cles instead of a single bet on battery-
powered cars. But this foeous has worrled
imvestors, whofear the group is dragging
its feet on its edectric plan, particularky
as the techmology has driven Tesla's
stratospheric rise in market value.

“Iwasn't Interested in Toyata's EVs
il nows, Bt now 1'm iaterested in ful-
ure EVe,” sald Akio Toyoeda, Toyota's
president.

Despite trailing Volkswagen and Gen-
eral Motors, Toyota could becomee a for-
midable force in the electric car market,
some investors belleve.

“They don't make anpouncements
like this unless they believe they can do
it and want vo do it 1t tells me there s a
high level of commitment,” said Chris-
topher Richter, ananakst al CLIA.

Althaugh the figure trails the €52bn
pledge onm electric from German rival
VW, I dwarfs the $17.7bn promised by
Japanese rival Nissan when it unveiled
Itsloayg-term electric wehbcle last month,

The $35bn, to be divided equally
between car development and battery
improvement. ks alse a significant mc-
rease since its last announcement this

year. It hiad said it would sell 2m electric
and fuel-cell vehicles by 2030 and spend
$13bm investing in batteries.

Toyuda said the company’s high-end
Lesous brand woubd be at the forefront of
the company’s more aggressive battery
push, with all of these muodels becoming
pure clectrichy 2035,

The company plans to target custom-
ers in the US and China, where it hopes
they will make the switch to electricear-
lber than other models.

“Ballery cars are going to be expen-
sive and the people best positioned to
by them now are the people who own
Lexuses, ot Corollas,” said Richter

Haowever, the company stopped short
of committing Its entire bet on electric
wehicles, arguing that it could not accu-
rately predict either the development of
the technology ar the pace of adoption.
Harloy-Davidson's electric doal page &

Subscribe In print and online
wwnwfLcomsSubsusa
Tal 1800 538 8088

For the latest news g0 to
www ft.com

© THE FINANCIAL TIMES LTD 2021
Hao: 40,857 &

Printed in Londen, Livenpsed, Slasgam Dubibn,
Frmaksurt, Milan, Madeid New ‘fork, Chicage San
Framcisco. Tokyo. Hong Kong. Sngapore, Seoul
Duba

5‘ |-|’.-1’.-|0-c:<'.- "

EUA00=

610_u1339

STOCK MARKETS

SEP 500

World Markets

INTEREST RATES

W

Libor 3m 481 A8

)3 )

MECT ADM §

Frien sas e “on i it oo By Womigatn

A Nikkei Company

Briefing

» Efficacy of Pfizer antiviral pill confirmed
Final trial results have confirmed earlier data on
the dmg that showed it cut risk of hospltalisatlon or
death by up to 89 per cent in high-risk people. Pfizer
says the plll will work against OmcTon.— RaGE &

» Ulraime tensions propel gas prices
Concern that a potentlal FBussian nvasion would
further disrapt supplies have sent European and
UK gas prices to new highs, beating Octobers
records.— PAGE 12 JONATHAN BREARLEY, PAGE 1

» Pressure on Japan's female union boss
Tomokeo Yoshino, the first

‘woman to lead the Rengo undon

group, has said male colleagnes

urged her to reject the job as

ber gersler mmde her unabde to

win wage battles.— Pase

w» Apple under fire after retaliation claims
The US labour department has said it is probing

claims the company retal lated against an employes
who cornplamsed of harasament. Ashley Glovik was
fired for allegedly leaking confidential data.— puce 8

= Rentokil cleans up with Terminix deal
The London-listed group has agreed to buy the
market leader in termite extermination in Morth
America in a $5.7bn deal that will create the world's
biggest pest contral provider.— PAGE 4 LEX. PAGE 30

» Nato chief eyes Norway central bank job
Jens Stoltenberg has applied to be the next governor
In a move set to spark debate over monetary policy
Independence and custody of Osbo's $1.4tn ol] fund.
He is friends with premier jonas Gahr Store.— PaGE 2

= Gourmet food for isolating HK bankers
Bankers furios at being canght up in one of the
sirboiest quarantine reglmes have been taking
deliveries of wine and expensive bites from senjor
statt at the territory’s de facto central bank.— racs &
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Late Edition
Today, partly sunny skies, mild air,
high 52 Tonight, mosty cloudy
skies, mild airn low 50 Tomormow,
mostly cloudy, very mikd air, high 61.
Weather map appears on Page BI12.
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Trump Filings
Used in Loans
Face Scrutiny

Inguiry Said to Zero In
on Possible Fraud

This article iz by Williem K. Rash-
baum, HBen Protess and Jonoh E.
Bromwich.

As prosecutors in Manhattan
weigh whether to charge Donald
J. Trump with fraud, they have ze-
roed in on financial documents
that he used to obtain loans and
boast about his wealth, according
to people with knowledge of the
matter.

The documents, compiled by
Mr: Trump’s longtime accountants
and known as annual statements
of financial condition, could help
answer a question at the heart of
the long-running criminal investi-
gation into the former president
Did he inflate the value of his as-
sets o defraud his lenders?

In recent weeks, prosecutors in
the office of the Manhattan dis-
trict attormey, Cyrus R, Vance Jr,
have gquestioned one of Mo
Trump's accountants before a
grand jury as part of their exami-
nation of the financial statements,
said the people with knowledge of
the matter. Prosecutors also inter-
wiewed his longtime banker. an-
other person sakd.

If the prosecutors seek an in-
dictment, the case’s outcome
could hinge on whether they can
use the documents to prove that a
defining feature of Mr Trump's
public persona — his penchant for
hyperbole — was so extreme and
intentional when dealing with his
lenders that it crossed the line into
fraud.

Whenever M Trump needed a
loan, he would provide potential
lenders  with the statements,
which contained optimistic pro-
jections about the valwe of his real
estate business as well as sweep-
ing disclaimers noting the num-
bers' limitations.

Mr. Vance's prosecutors found
that the accountants who put to-
gether the statements relied on
underlying information provided
by the Trump Organization, Mo
Trump's family business, accord-
ing to the people with knowledge
of the matter, who were familiar
with the guestions prosecutors
asked and spoke only on condition
of anonymity hecause they were
discussing confidential testimony.

The prosecutors, working with
the office of the Mew York State at-
torney  general, Letitia James,
have examined the possibilicy that

Contiruwed o Page A12

DISMISSED A judge rejected a suit
by Donald 1. Trump to keep his
tax returns secret. PAGE AIT

Poorer Countries Are Less Able to Use the Covid Vaccine They Have

Low waccine supplies are only part of the problem in marny low-income countries, whera infrastructure and public hesitancy are

contributing to kow inoculaton rate:
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BELOW-AVERAGE VACCINATION RATES
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Cuomo Is Told
He Must Forfeit
Book Earnings

GRACE ASHFORD
and LUIS FERRE-SADURNI

ALBANY, N.Y. — A New York
State ethics board ordered former
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo on Tues-
day o turn over millions of dollars
in profits from his coronavirus
pandemic memoir, giving him 30
days to comply.

The extraordinary directive is
the latest development in a fall
from grace for the former gover-
nor, who in the span of just four
months lost his job and reputation,
and who is now facing & criminal
trial after being accused of grop-
ing an aide in the Executive Man-
sion.

It was not long ago that Mo
Cusmo was at his peak, winning
nationwide acclaim and landing a
lucrative book contract in the firse

sonths of New Yorks pandemic
crisis. The resulting memodin
“American  Cri :  Leadership
Lessons from the Covid-19 Pan-
demic,” was intended o capitalize
on the moment and give him a fi-
nancial cushion that would safe-
guard his future,

But by a 12-1 vore on Tuesday,
the state's Joint Commission on
Public Ethics stripped him of all of
the book's proceeds. The board

Continued on Page A22

Innocent Man and Accuser Who Had ‘No Doubt’

This article is by Coring Kmnoll,
Karen Zraick and Alexandra Alter.

The young woman's face was
bruised in multiple places, her
long brown hair matted with bits
of leaves,

There was a fresh bump on the
back of her head and a cut on the
left side of her nose, Her tan cardi-
gan and Calvin Klein jeans were
streaked with dirt. Abrasions cov-
ered her body. Traces of blood and
semen were found inside her vagi-
na as well as on her underwear.

She was just 18, a freshman at
Syracuse University who had ar-
rived at the adjacent Crouse Irv-
ing Memaorial Hospital in the early
maorning of May 8, 1951

Her name was Alice Sebold.
And she had been raped.

The assailant was a stranger,
D’ul Ms_Sebaold had studied his ap-

arance — his small but muscu-
lnrhul]n:l the way he gestured, his
eves and lips. And so, five months
later, when she spotted a man
named Anthony Broadwater near
a restaurant on Marshall Street,
Ms=. Sebold knew she had solved
her case. She reported him to the
authorities, saying that Mr
Broadwater had said to  her
“Don't 1 know you from some-
where?"

At the trial the following vear,
Ms. Sebold took the stand and de-
seribed how she had celebrated
the last day of the school year at a
friend’s tment, then left to

40-Year Fight to Clear
Mame in Rape of
Alice Sebold

head back to her dormitory, fol-
lowing =& brick path through
Thormden Park.
She testified that a man had
her  from  behind,
punched her, threatened to Kill ner
with a knife, dragged her by her
hair, then raped her in what she
described as a tunmnel.

“Is there any doubt in your

Anthony I Broadwater on Marshall Street, near %yrnnne Uni-

mind, Miss Sebold, that the per-
som that you saw on Marshall
Street is the person who attacked
wou on May 8 in Thornden Park?™
the prosecutor asked,

“Mo doubt whatsoever."”

YWears later, Ms. Sebold would
recount in a best-selling memaoir
that she felt confident justice had
been served. She had been sweaty
and shaky by the end of her testi-
mony but was balstered by the
words of a bailiff.

“I've been in this business for 30
wears,” he said. “You are the best
rape witness I've ever seen on the
stand™

Corntirnued on Page A8

BEPSAMI © FEW TORK TIMES

versity, where Alice Sebold first misidentified him as her rapist.

HOUSE PUSHES
CRIMINAL CASE
FOR MEADOWS

SEEKS CONTEMPT CHARGE

Referral to Justice Dept.
as New Jan. 6 Texts
Are Disclosed

By LUKE BROADWATER

WASHINGTON — The House
wvoted on Teesday night to recom-
mend holding Mark Meadows,
who served as chief of staff to for-
mer President Donald J. Trump, in
criminal contempt of Congress for
refusing vo cooperate with its in-
wvestigation inwe the Jan, 6 attack
on the Capivol, escalating a 1
battle against a potentially crucual
witness in a widening ingui

The vote of 222 to 208 sent the
matter to the Justice Department
o consider wherher to prosecute
Mr Meadows, who would be the
first former member of Congress
o be held in contempt of the body
e once served in nearly 200
wears, according to congressional
aides.

Two Republicans — Represent-
atives Liz Cheney of Wyoming
and Adam Kinzinger of Tlinois,
whao serve on the committee in-
vestigating the attack over the ob-
jections of their party — joined
Democrats invoting to find him in
contempt,

But while the action indicated a
stalemate between Mr Meadows
and Congress, his initial coopera-
tion with the inquiry — including
around 9,000 pages of documents
he turned over — has already giv-
en the committee its first sukbs
tial burst of momentum and politi:
cal traction as ittrieswo establish a
full accounting of the events that
led to the deadly riot.

More revelations emerged on
Tuesday before the vote, as Ms.
Cheney, the vice chairwoman of
the committes, read aloud vext
messages that Republicans in
Congress sent to Mr Meadows on
Jan. & as wiolence engulfed the
Capitol.

s really bad up here on the

“The President needs to stop
this asap” another implored.
“Fix this now,” another said.
The committes also divulged a
Mow. 4 message from an unidenti-
fied Republican member of Con-
gress o Mr Meadows — before
states were even finished count-
ing ballots — proposing an “ag-
gressive strategy” in which Re-
publican-controlled  legislamures
in Georgia, Morth Carolina, Penn-
sylvania and other states would
Contirued on Page A17

Tornado Warnings, but Lives Were Still Lost

An accurate forecast and hours of alerts did not prevent deaths across five states. Page Al6.

PO THE REW YORE TIMES

Shifting Trends
For Abortions
Since the '70s

This article is by Margot Sanger-
Katz, Claire Cain Miller and Queec-
trung Bui

The typical woman having an
abortion  today  is  already a
mother. She is in her 20s and has
taken some college classes. Very
rarely is she past her first trimes-
ter of pregnancy.

The portrait of abortion  in
America has changed along with
society, and is far different from
what it was when Roe v, Wade es-
tablished the right to an aborrion
in 1973,

The typical patient is less likely
1o be a teenager and more likely to

2 poor, and unmarried. But in the
reproductive lives of women (and
transgender and nonbinary peo-
ple who can become pregnant)
across America, abortion is not
uncommon. The latest estimate,
from the Guttmacher Institute, a
reproductive  health  research

Continued o Page Al4

NYPD., at an Urgent Moment,

Will Get Its First Female Leader

Thiz warticle is by Emma G.
Fitzsimmons, Ali Watkins ond Ash-
ley Southeall,

Keechant Sewell, the Nassauw
County chief of detectives, will be-
come Mew York City's first female
police commissioner, taking over
the nation’s largest police force at
a critical moment.

Chief Sewells appointment,
which is expected to be an-
nounced on Wednesday, was seen
as ane of the most important deci-
sions for Eric Adams, the incom-
ing mayor, as he begins to fill out
his administration.

Her selection was confirmed on
Tuesday night by Ewvan Thies, a
spokesman for M Adams. Chief
Sewell, 49, was chosen from
among a field of rumored candi-
dates from within the New York
Police  Departmeent  and  from
larger police departments around
the country.

M Adams, a former police cap-
tain, ran as a centrist in the Demo-
eratic primary, promising v ad-

dress a troubling rise in violence
and to rein in police abuse. He will
e counting on Chief Sewell o
help him strike that balance.

Mr Adams said in a statement
that Chief Sewell was “a proven
erime fighter with the experience
and emotional intelligence to de-
liver both the safety New Yorkers
need and the justice they de-
serve”

Chief Sewell comes from a de-
partment that has about 2,404 urni-
formed officers — less than a
tenth of the size of the roughly
35,000 officers employed by the
Mew York Police Department.

A person cose to Mr Adams
=aid he had been impressed by
Chief  Sewells confidence  and
competence, and her experience
working undercover. Her inter-
view process was rigorous and in-
cluded a mock news conference
about the shooting of an unarmed
Black man by a white police offi-
cer, the person said.

In 23 years with the Nassau Po-

Continwed on Page AZ2

INTERNATIONAL A4-10
Fuel Tanker Blast Jolts Haiti

An explosion in a residential area left 60
dead and injured Scores more, the latest
tragedy to hit the country. BAGE Ad

Prison for Belarus Activist
Sergei Tikhanovsky, who had planned a
presidential run in 2020, has been sen-
tenced to 18 years in jail. PAGE AID
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MATIONAL Al1-23

Covid Pill Effective, Pfizer Says
The treatment, tested in a clinical trial,
is likely to work against Omicron and
could be avallable in the United States
before the end of the year. PAGE AZL

Debt-Limit Rise Passes Senate
The measure would allow the govern-
ment to contimue borrewing without
further action by Congress until after
the 2022 midterm elections,  PAGE A20

Harder to Feed the Hungry
Seeking to clean up public spaces,
Mewark is cracking down on distribut-
ing food to the homeless in parks, sta-
tions and other places. PAGE All

BUSINESS B1-9
Fed Confronts Faster Inflation

The central bank could announce plans
1o cul Ceonomic aid sooner, and may
signal rate increases for next year, at its
final meeting of 2021, PAGE Bl

Consumers on Rising Prices
Age, region, education and income all
influence how much Americans are
worried about inflation. PAGE Bl

SPORTS B10-11

Covid Spike Hits the N.F.L.
Diespite a 94 percent vaccination rate,
the league is recording more cases this
wear than it did last year. PAGE BIO

FOOD D1-14

Honoring a Plant-Based Past
More cooks in West Africa are adapting
vegan and vegetarian diets as a way of
embracing their heritage. PFAGE D1

The City’s Top New Restaurants
The critic Pete Wells cherishes some

dining spots that celebrate sharing. and
life. Below, shrimp at CheLi. PAGE D4

ARTS C1-8

“The Royal Tenenbaums' at 20
The wision of MNew York in Wes Ander-
som's film is at onee entirely made up
and yet seemingly very real. FAGE C1

MNot Blown Up Yet

In a new series, Will Forte returns as
MacGruber, an unruly hero once again

reckoning with bombs. PAGE C1

OPINION A26.27

Bret Stephens PAGE A3
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Being
at one
with

a hive

Some keepers see
communing with bees
as an encounter with
ancient wisdom.

By DEBORAH NETBURN

arvin Jor-
dana laid a
hand on the
beehive in his
Eagle Rock

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2021

backyard and said a silent
prayer.

After afew moments, he
spoke: “I ask for thelr per-
mission to enter the hive,
because this is their body.
‘With so much respect and
humility. T ask them.”

Four people dressed in

RECORD-BREAKING RAIN

Mike Sandowval crosses a flooded road using a patio umbrella to stay dry in Liytle Creek on Tuesday. The
Southland saw record rainfall, with downtown LA, receiving 2 inches before noon. CALIFORNLA,

Grwa FERAZZT Los Angeles Tenes

+ Bl

full bee suits, closed-toed
shoes and thick rubber
gloves looked on rever-
entially, ignoring the dozens
of bees buzzing lazily
arcund thelr heads.

Jordana wore just a veil
over his head, leaving his
arms and hands bare.

He pulled out a smmall
metal tool that looked like &
flat wrench and cracked
open the top of the hive. The
bees had glued it down from
the underside with propolis
— a sticky substance they
ereate with tree resin,

Jordana exudes calm,
bBut now he slowed his move-
ments even maore,

Crently he lifted the lid.

And so began a journey
intothe sacred realm of the
bees, atwo-hourworkshop
led by Jordana, a 50-year-
«ald beekeeper, deejay, voza
instructor and single father
to his Zl-year-old son.

He spends most of his
days tending eight apiaries
arcund Las Angeles, but he
doesn't sell honey. Instead.,
he supports his bee venersa-
tion by sharing his devotion
in the $40 workshops. He
«calls the session “Honey Bee
Therapy” because everyone
enters a trance-like state,
transfixzed by the beauty of
something they once lfeared.

As he removed the flat
wooden Lop of the hive, the
sound of buzzing got louder.

“Hi, ladies! Hi, ladies!" he
[See Bees, Al12]

By Davin PIERSON
AND Evaw Hsan HLaing

SINGAPORE — One person ap-
pears to have been trying to crawl to
safety. Two others are locked in a
haunting embrace on the ground. A
few of the corpses have their hands
thed.

The charred remains of the 11 vil-
lagers in norithwestern Myanmar
tell the grisly story of their final mo-
ments, They werse rounded up and
beaten by soldiers hunting down re-
sistance fighters. Some, if not all,
were shot before they were trapped
inside a hut next to a betel farm and
=et alight.

“We saw the smoke, but we
thought the soldiers were just burn-
ing houses. Then someone close by
came screaming and erying, saying,
“My friends are being burned,” ” said
Ko Sithu, a teacher in the village,
Don Taw. "I felt helpless because
there was nothing I could do. I've

[Soe Myanmar, 5d4]

Myanmar atrocities:
friends are being burned’

As resistance intensifies, military’s brutality worsens

Y

AFFGeity Tmages

SMOKE rises after shelling in Thantlang, Myanmar, in Cctober.
This month, soldiers forced 1 villagers into a hut and set it on fire.

mmes

latimes.com

GAP IN
SHOTS
RAISES
ALARMS

L.A. County lags San
Francisco Bay Area in
vaccinating Black and
Latino residents.

By Marissa Evans
AaND Rowag-Gorna Law IT

Concerns are mounting
owver the continued low vac-
cination rates among Black
and Latino residents in Los
Angeles County as Califor-
nia heads into winter facing
another coronavirus surge
and bracing for the rise of
the Omicron variant.

Los Angeles County’s
wvaccination npumbers in
communities of color now
Iagslg‘nlﬁcantl}, behind sewv-

eral San Francisco Bay Area
counties — including San
Francisco, Alameda and
Santa Clara — data show,
despite what LA area offi-
clals describe as aggressive
outreach in Black and Lat-
ino neighborhoods,

Authorities have been
struggling with the disparity
since vaccines became avail-
able. But the situation is be-
coming more urgent, with
coronavirus cases rising sig-
nificantly in recent weeks
and the specter of a swiltly
spreading Omicron variant
Inoming. Vaccinations are a
central strategy to  fight
Both the Delta and Omicron
wvariants, with a push for
people toget their first doses
aswell as boosters

California health officials
have warned that [
ronavirus case rates state-
wide have risen by almost
50%% in the last 25 weelks, and
COVID-19  hospitalizations
are up by nearly 15%. Vacci-
nation rates statewide, al-
though better than in many
places, are still far from ide-
al: 5% of Californians of all
ages are fully vaccinated,

[See Vaccinations, AT]

Pfizer's efficacy
against Omicron
Vaccine is better at pre-
\—onmng hospitalization
than it is infection, a
study finds. WwoRLD, A3

JOE LANDEROS plants a Joshua tree seedling at Cima Dome in the Wojasve
MNarional Praserve. A 2020 fire killed more than 1 million of the iconic treas.

In a fire-scorched desert,
planting seeds of hope

the tiny bit of greenery will be a full-
fledged Joshua tree, along with more
than 1,500 that Landeros and other vol-
unteers are planting.

“Well, I''m a geologist. Gﬂalogic:ﬂlv
speaking, that's no time at all,”
Landeros, 28, of Long Beach, who
planned to spend a week on the project.

Here atop the Cima Dome, some 5,700
feet above sealevel in the Mojave Mational
Preserve, a dense woodland of Joshua
trees once stood.

In August 2020,

By NATHAN SOoLIS

Joe Landeros plunged a shovel into
the earth, poured water Into the hole and
carefully inserted a spiky green see,

Around him were icons of the Califor-
nia desert, felled by an enormous fire,
Some of the Joshua trees were still stand-
ing but singed black. Some lay prone,
their severed trunks like gaping wounds.
Others had been reduced to piles of ash.

Two decades from now, if all goes well, [See Trees, AT

City workers solicit funds
for Garcetti-backed charity

Ethics experts say
the practice creates
the appearance of a
pay-to-play system.
By DAKOTA SMITH

It was 2008 and staffers in
Mayor Eric Garcetti's Office
of Economic Development
were in fundraising mode.
The office was working with
the Mayors Fund for Los
Angeles — a charity backed
by Carcetti that pays for
civie programs — on a jobs
initiative in the entertain-
ment industry.

Sumi Parekh, then-exe-
cutive officer in the Office of
Economic Development.
emaliled AT&T asking for a
HT0,000 sponsorship to sup-
port the program. In re-
SPONse. a4 COMmpany repre-
sentative offered $60,000.

EERT NISHIMURA LA Times
MAVYOR Eric Garcetti at
a Senate panel hearing.

Senators weigh
confirmation as
U.S. ambassador

Mayvor Eric Garcetti tells
lawmakers that he never
witnessed misconduact
alleged by a former body-
gFuard. CALIFORNIA, B

Employees in Garcetti's
office play a key role in cre-
ating Mayor's Fund pro-
grams. They also seek fund-
ing for programs during the
course of their jobs and us-
ing their city emails — in
some cases, from companies
that do business with the
city — according to i
views and emalils reviewed
by The Times through pub-
lic records requests.

Representatives for the
nonprofit and the mayors
office say the undraising by
city employvees is anexample
of how the private-public
partnership works to help
Angelenos.

Such solicitations are al-
lowed because they are
made in support of a charity
and not a political cam-
paign. Some good-govern-
ance experts, however, say
the city needs to be oTre
transparent aboul solicita-

See Charity, AH8]

Deterioration in

Arectiec ‘alarming”
Destructive beavers, a
first rainfall and a high
of 100.4 degroeas are sean
in the northern polar
region. WoRLIN, Ad

Coronavirus roils
pro sports teams
Lakers cancel practice,
Rams=s have 13 players
asidelined and the
Chargers two as positive
tests surge. SPORTS, B10

Weather
Patchy clouds, cool.
LA, Basin: 54/39, B8

L
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Retailers say there’s a theft crisis, but numbers don’t back them up. A8



Prices iy vany i s sk Paelopolin W rsbingion

@The Washing

ton Jost

K SU V1w

w3 v

On Jan. 6.
dire texts
beseeched
Meadows

Trump allies urged chi
of staff, who has been
found in contempl. Lo acl

BV AMY B Wan.

Newly released text messages
that were sent on Jan. 6 to Mark
Meadows, a former chief of staff
in the Trump White House, have
put a renewed focus on President
Donald Trumps failure to act
quickly to stop the insurrection at
the U.S. Capitol as it was unfold-
ing, despite real-time pleas from
lawmakers, jonrnalists and even
his eldest son.

At least half a dozen people
reached out during the riot to
Meadows to ask — in some cases,
bep — Trump to intervens, ac-
cording to text messages detailed
this week by Rep. Liz Cheney
(R-Wyo.), the viee chair of the
House select committee investi-
satingg the attack. The bipartisan
panel is investigating the storm-
ing of the LLS. Capitol by a pro-
Trump moh that tried to stop the
certification of Joe Biden's elec-
toral college win, a siege that
resulted in five deaths and left
some 140 members of law en
forcement injured.

On Tuesday, Cheney read aloud
texts that Republican members of
Congress had sent Meadows on
Jan. 6 after rioters breached the
Capitol. The disclosures came as
the House voted XE2 to 208 bo
hold Meadows in criminal eon-
tempt of Congress for defving the

SEE MEADOWS 0N Atz

Jan. 8: D.C. atorney general swees
Proud Boys and Dath Keepers. B1L

Jall term: Man who made threats
aEgainst Pelosi gets 28 months. B4

Documentls
link Huawei
to Chinese
surveillance

BY Eva Daour

The Chinese tech giant Huawel

Technoblogies has long brushed off
questions about its role in China's
state surveillance, saying it just
sells general-purpose networking
gear.
A review by The Washinguon
Post of more than 100 Huoawei
PowerPoint presentations, mamy
marked “confidential”™ suggests
that the company has had a
broader role tracking China's
populace than it has acknowl-
edged.

These marketing presenta-
thons, postedl w0 a public-foc
Huswei website before the com-
pany remnoved thenmn late last v
show Huawel pitching how s
technologies an help movern-
ment anthorities identify ind

individual
ideological resduca
schedules for prisoners, and help
retailers track shoppers using fa-
clal recognition.

“Huawei has no knowledge of

SEE HUAWEI ON A1

Snyder worked behind scenes to stymie probe

By W
AND L

HoBsoN
CLARKE

In July 2020, just a few days
after prominent DUC. attormey
Beth Wilkinson beg Tvestigne-
ing allegations of widespread ses-
uil harnssment in the Washing-
ton Football Team workplace, she
learned of a decade-old allegation
of sexual misconduct against
tesun owner Daniel Snyder.

Snyder had for years privately
denied the woman's claims, But

Seeret I;, eonfide lml SI & amil-
lion settlement, had the potential
o rock a franchise already reel

L3
froan scandal. A few weeks later,

Daniel
Snyder msed
) private

Investigators

and conrts to
Influence the
NFLs inguiry.
Wilkinson sought to interview
the former team emplovee who
had made the aceusation, accord-
ing to people funiliar with the
investigation.
hen  Snyder

and  his  teamn

stepped in.

Drespite the owners public
pledge to cooperate *with all as-
pects of the investigation” his
attorneys attempted to prevent
Wilkinson from speaking to Sny-
der's accuser, according to a letter
the woman TOFTEY  WROhE o
Snyder's lawyers that was filed in
federal court.

The Washington Post has
reviewed this letter, whick
filed under seal as
dispute between Will

not
s

former lwyer for the team. The
letter was described by people
with knowledge of its contents.
According to these people, the
woman’s lawyer, Drendan Sulli-
an, accused Styders lawyers of
ng his client more money
beyond the L6 million the team
paid in 2009, if she agreed not to
speak o about her
'DER ON A6

Sally Jenkins: The MFL's silence
says plenty about its principles. D1

ALHSIANA TE P BIA ISRAS FOR THE WS HGT OR POST

The 10-minule eviclion relturns

BY ELI SASLOW

PHOENIX —

wWas running out of money,

The citys last eviction
moratorivm of the pandemic had ex-
pired and the rent forgiveness program

As moralor

‘Lock-"e

s0 Lennie on door

MeCloskey changed into his bulletproof

west  and il

aut 1o

work. He

climbed into his tuck and counted

through his daily stack of eviction
Fifteen, sixteen — jeer Louise,”
stacked them on the
passenger seat. He strapped an extra
magazine of ammunition o his belt and

onders,
he said as he

o Kathile
Z-year-old sol

n-oul Lennie’
is once again knocking
in Arizona

Marlcopa County Constable Lennle
MeCloskey serves
Sumter, 32, with hor

ms end,

Naobody

picked up his radio to call dispatch,
“Constable 53, heading out” he said.

“Loaks like a busy da
SOy the disp

it's back to business as usual’”

in Phoenix was better or

more practiced at the business of ev

er said, “Guess

tion than Lennie, who had personally
removed more than 20,000 Arizonans

evietlon papers

youngest of her

Nve children, in Phoenix last week.

from their homes during the past two
decades as the areas longest-ser
elected constable.
nie,” colleagues eocasionall

'3
ovut Len-
called him,
NS ON A23

Lock-'e

EVICT

Omicron
spreads
quickly

NUARY COULD SEE
BIG WAVE, CDC SAYS

Officials worry about
strain on health lems

H.SUN,
THENBAUH,
Lavmie MoGINLEY
AND TYLER PAGER

Top federal health officials
warned in a brefing Tuesday
morning that the omicron variant
is rapidly spreading in the United
States and could peak in a massive
wave of infections as soomn as Janu-
ary, according to new modeling
analyzred by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and ention.

The prevalence of omicron
Jumped sevenfold ina singleweek,
according to the CDC, and at such
a pace, the highly mutated variant
of the coronavires could ratchet
up pressure on alth system
already strained in many places as
thedeltavariant continuesits oawn
surge.

The warning of an imminent
surge came even as federal offi-
cials and some pharmacentical ex-
ecutives signaled that they don't
current favor  creating  an
omicron-specific vaccine, Buased

SEE VIRUS ON AN

Vaccines: A study finds that
omicron Is more resistant. A15

Destabilized poles endanger rest of the planet. research shows

JERELY HARBECHK CIR ASA.

Sclemusts say the Thwaltes lee shelf In Antarctica conld collapse within thres vo Ave yoars.

EY Saman Karran

The ice shelf was cracking up.
Surveys showed warm ocean wa-
ter eroding its underbelly. Satel-
lite imagery revealed long, paral-
lel fissures in the frozen expanse,
like scratches from some clawed
monster One fracture grew so
big. so fast, scientists took to
calling it “the dagger.”

“Teweins hugely surprising to see
things changing that fast” said
Erin it. The Oregon State
University glaciologist had cho-
s s spot for her Antarctic
field research precisely becanse
of its stability. While other parts
af the Thwaites Glacier eram-
bled, this wedge of flo i
actex] as a brace, slowing
melt. It was supposed to 'hc bor-
ing, durable, safe,

Now climate change has
turned the ice shelf into a threat

z

to Pettit’s fleld work. and to the
rld.

Planet-wariing podlution
from burning fossil fuels and
other human activities has al-
ready raised global emperatures
more than 11 degrees Celsius
(2 degrees Fahrenheit). But the
effects are particularly profound
at the poles, where rising temper-
atures  hoave scriously  under-
mmined regions onee locked in jee,

In research presented this
week at the world's biggest earth
science conference, Peltit showed
that the Th te=s jee sheell could
collapse within the next three to
five vears, unleashing a river of
ice that conld dramatically raise
sea levels, Aerial surveys docu-
ment how warmer conditions
have allowed besvers to invade
the Arctie tundra, flooding the
landscape with their dams, Large
SEE POLAKR ON A8
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arm’s Wesl Asia title victory

THE MATION

st up European-
reception centers al

enrh
releases. A3

Presidential advisers
are discassing plans lu

mg,
the U5 -Mexico border
to change the asylom
process and potentially
arge-scale migrant

Kentucky lannched

= robwe jnto the
the tornado-
destroved candle factory

N _!“l“h in Mayfiekl aw !
elicited Senate Democrats in b
14 approved a measure to

irst step toward sta
off a potential T1.5.
default. 425

THE WORLD
Drenmerk's forme
Immigration minister
was found guilty of Ule-
gally separating conples
seeking asvinm. A1s

A fuel tank truck ex-
plosion Killed &2 and
worided dozens more
i's second-largest
ey, Cap-Haitden. Axr
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THE ECONDMY

Six women filed law-

suiis against Tesla,

alleging the company
stered a culiure of

- Al8
Taxpayers bailed out
aidines with s provision

they would share

h the govern—
ment when their stock
recovered. The rebound
has been minuscule. A0

om the Ca

THE REGION

A regulatory agency
reinstated Metro's sns-
pended rail car line,
conditionally paving the
way for Metro to return

about 60 percent of its
cars to service. Bl
Gov:. Ralph Northam

o taxpavers in his final
budget plan. B1 [} .
Police charged & 70—

vear-old Virginia man in

connection with BAS
Jumps from bulkdings

INSIDE

o] Oimve came-

pus near the MoLean
Metro station. B
TW ZeDIras Wers

canght momths after es
caping firo
George's Connty farm
officials said. Bs
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SPORTS

The fall All-Met 2021
Dabdatna’s Kevin Winston Jr., left,
and Tuscarora's Bryce Duke are
among the ragion's top hign
school athletes. DS

STYLE

Discovering Dr. Wu

Her granddaughter debees inte
the famed nuclear physicist. €1
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5140

deportes

Olimpia de Oro
Messi cierra el ano
con otra gran ovacion

Recibid la mixima distincién del deporte
argentino: la de 2020, para Schwartzman. Pagina?

cultura

SOLEDAD COSTANTINIL
LA CARA LITERARIA
DEL MALBA

La hijadel fundadortiene a su cargoel drea
de literatradel museo; habladel vineubo
conelNobel Coetzee, que tomid la decisidn
deescribiren espafiol. Pagina 24

ABASTECIAN DE
DROGAS A ROSARIO
DESDE LA CARCEL

seguridad

Dos clanes narco manejaban desde el
penal federal de Marcos Paz el envio de
cocaina acentros de distribucion de esa
ciudad santafesina. Pigina 26
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La inflacion fue de 2,5% en
noviembre v quebro una
nueva meta de Guzman

mpEec. Acumula 45,6% en el afo; los precios no regulados y los no estacionales crecieron 3,3%

La inflacidn en noviembre fue de
2 5%, un dato menor al esperado,
yacumulé en lo que va del afio un
45,6%. De esta manera, traspasd
la meta oficial que el ministro de
Economia, Martin Guzmain, habia
actualizado paraesteano, de45,1%.
La suba de precios acumulada en
doce meses llegda 51,2%.

El dato mensual mostrd una
desaceleracidn frente al 3.5% que
habian marcado septiembre y oc-
tubre, gracias a la baja de algunos
precios estacionales, coimo las ver-
duras,yaque siguieron planchados
los llamados precios regulados.

Sinembargo, la inflacién nicleo,
que no tiene en cuenta los precios

regulados ni los estacionales, mos-
trdunalza de3,3%, unadécima por
encima de octubre pasado.

Los rubros que més subieron en
noviembre fueron restaurantes y
hoteles (5%) y prendas de vestir y
calzado (4,1%), mientras que ali-
mentos ¥ bebidas avanzd 2,1 por
clento. Piginals

Un flagelo para la gente,
salvavidas para el
Gobierno

Francisco Jueguen. Pagina 16
Distorsiones y precios
relativos, peligros a futuro
AlfredoSainz. Pagina 17

VACUNAS Y REBELION. LONDRES (Reuters).— En mediodelaceleradoascenso de contagiosa causa delavariante smicrony del colapso delos

centrosde vacunacion (fota), el primer ministro briténico, Boris Johnson, sufridayer un potente revés politico cuando casi uncentenar de diputados de
su Partido Conservador rechazo algunas delas restricciones impulsadas por el gobierno, que luego fueron aprobadas por el Parlamentn. Phgina2

Fuerte aumento de casos de Covid en
el pais, pero con muy baja mortalidad

CONTAGIOS, Ayer, se informaron 4555 infectados v un mes atras habian sido 591; el impacto de la vacunacion

Cautela es lasensacion delos espe-
cialistas consultados por La Nacion
antelafuertesubadeinfectadosde
corenavirus entre el 14 de noviem-
bire pasado ¥ ayer. Es que el creci-
miento sorprende: 670% mads. si
se tiene en cuenta que en aquella

fecha seinformaron 591 infectados
y ayer, 4555 casos positivos.

De todos modos, no hubo un
correlato en cuadros graves ni en
muertes, va que, segiin los exper-
tos, las vacunas han jugado un pa-
pel central en bajar las complica-

ciones. Enel pais, ¢l 68,9% comple-
thsuesquemade inmunizacidn.La
duda, sinembargo,siguesiendo cé-
moimpactari lavariante dmicron.
Ayer, en San Luis recibio el alta el
primer paciente infectado con esa
nueva mutacion. Pagina 22

Sputnik: admiten
discrepancias
con la OMS

Pagina23
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Un juez
Kirchnerista
presidira la
Camarade
Casacion

LAVADO. La eleccion de
Slokar no altera la sala que
definira el caso Hotesur

La eleccidn del juez kirchnerista
AlejandroSlokar como presiden-
te de la Cimara de Casacidn Pe-
nal finalmente mantuvo la con-
formacidnde la Sala I, donde los
jueces Daniel Petrone, Diego Ba-
rroetaveriay AnaMaria Figueroa
deberin ahora definir si avanza
el juicio por el caso Hotesur con-
tralavicepresidenta Cristina Kir-
chner. De los tres, solo Figuenoa
semuestraafin al kirchnerismo.
El fiscal Diego Velasco les pidio
que rechacen el sobreseimiento
de la vicepresidenta. Paginag

EL ANALISIS

Solo
una victoria
pirrica

Joaguin Morales Sold

La HACHH

bueno. Desdeya, laimagen

simbdlica no es la mejor si
un juez tan comprometido con
¢l kirchnerismo como Alejandro
Slokar (que fue funcionario del
gobierno de Cristina Kirchner y
fundador de la agrupacion filo-
cristinista Justicia Legitima) se-
ra por un afio el presidente de la
Camara de Casacion, el mas alto
tribunal penal del pais. Peroes lo
que hay. Continiia enla pagina 9

E Iresultado fue parcialmente

El Presidente
dijo que piensa
en trasladar

la Capital

mEA Enla Casa Rosada

respondieron que no hay
ninguin proyecto. Paginaio
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Crianga brinca no lago Mead, entre Arizona e Nevada, cujo nivel d'dgua € o mais baixo ja visto; seca extrema tem levado moradores de pequenas cidades a centros como Phoenix mundo a14a a16

Desmatamento
da Amazonia caiu,
declara governo
Apds segurar divulgacao
de relatério sobre aumen-
to do desmatamento na
Amazdnia anves da COP26,
o governo Jair Bolsonaro
ebrou queda da devas-
tagido em novembro. Se-
gundo a gestao, houve re-
dugio de 19% em compara-
CAO COM 2020, Ambiente RS

Iustrada C1

Liberdade,
liberdade

Mostra revé impacto
da Semana de 1922
nos caminhos da
arte contemporanea

Esporte B7

Cuca celebra ‘'melhor
ano da carreira’, mas
teme memaoria
curta no futebol

Startups &
fintechs A30
Bancos digitais
acirram disputa
por publico infantil
e adolescente
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Obra ‘Pameri Yukese, de
Daiara Tukano ceulgasss
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PEC precdria

Sobre votacao de propos-
ta que institui um calote.
Paralisia vacinal

Acerca de risco de volta
da poliomielite no Brasil.

Barroso exige vacina de quem
deixar Brasil a partir de hoje

Viajante tera de exibir prova ao voltar; ministro isenta quem partiu até ontem

Moradores do Brasil que dei-
xarem o pais a partir de hoje
50 poderdo retornar se com-
Provarem que estao vacina-
dos contra a Covid. Quem
saiu até ontem, porém, fica
desobrigado de exibir o do-
cumento no retorno, deter-
minou o ministro Luis Ro-
berto Barroso, do STE

A decisao responde ao re-
curso apresentado na vés-
pera pela Advocacia-Geral
da Unifo gue questiona o al-
cance dasua decisaosobrea
obrigatoriedade de compro-
wvar a vacinacao. O Executi-
vo e 0 Supremo Tribunal Fe-
deral travam uma queda de
brago a respeito do assunto.

Surto de gripe chega a capital
paulista e aumenta internacoes

O virus influenza A H3Nz2,
o mesmo associado & epi-
demia de gripe noRio, esti
circulando na capital pau-
lista e ja provoca aumento
de atendimentos nos pron-
t0S-S0CorTos e internagdes.

Embora a vacina contra
ipe utilizada no programa
imunizaciotenhanasua
composicido a cepa HaNa,
nio é a mesma que circu-
la agora nesses locais. Essa
ndo estd coberta. samide ss

Petrobras anuncia reducio
de 3,1% no preco da gasolina ..

Queda nos servigos
amplia previsdes de
retracio no 42 tri

O recuo de atividade nos
principais setores da eco-
nomia, servigos, comercio
e industria, em outubro,
reforca quadro de fraque-
za econdmica. MercadoAazd

Capacidade de crescer

gera fragilidade fiscal,
afirma Campos Neto aza

Camara passa em 1°
turno texto-base de
PEC para R$ 44 bi

A Camara aprovou em 1%
turno o texto-base da se-
gunda parte da PEC do
Calote, que prevé liberar
RS 43,8 bilhoes para aten-
der ao Auxilio Brasil. A
OpPosicAN cTiticou as mano-
bras na votagao da 1* par-
te da PEC, com voto fora
do regimento. Mercado Az

O comprovante de vacina-
¢ao pode ser obtido pelo Co-
necteSUS e por servigos esta-
duais, como o Poupatempo
em Sao Paulo. Mas o Conec-
reSUS estd foradoar desdea
madrugada de sexta (10) pa-
ra sdbado, apds invasio de
hackers. O governo prome-
te restabelecé-lo em breve.

Ontem, apis a Anvisa pas-
sar a exigir o documento,
parte dos passageiros que
desembarcavam no aeropor-
o de Guarulhos nio era co-
brada a mostra-lo. smide 53

Anilise final indica que

pilula para Covid € quase
90% eficaz, diz Pfizer sa

Fux ordena que réus da Kiss
sejam presos imediatamente

O presidente do Supremo,
Luiz Fux, determinou on-
tem que os quatro conde-
nados peloincéndionaboa-
e Kiss, senvenciados no dia
10, devem cumprir pena de
prisio imediatamente.

Lygia Maria

Fux criticou a decisdo li-
minar do Tribunal de Justi-
¢agaicho que os mantinha
em liberdade, por causar
“grave lesdo a ordem publi-
ca’. A tragédia, em 2013, dei-
XOU 242 MOrtos. cotdiano B2

Nao fosse liberal de araque, presidente
ja teria descriminalizado as drogas as

Planalto age para
liberar verba de
emendas as pressas
Emsemana decisiva, o go-
verno reagiu &s pressas e
prorrogou prazo para libe-
racio de emendas apds sa-
ber dainsatisfa¢io de alia-
dos de Bolsonaro,. poderas

PF intima Bolsonaro
a depor por vazamento
de inquérito a2

Chuva levou o que
fiz em 40 anos, diz
vitima na Bahia
Laudeline Salemao, 7o,
viuseu pequeno mercado
em Nova Alegria, distrito
de Itamaraju, ser devasta-
do. Localidade tem cena-
rio de guerra. cotidianc 51

Saiba como ajudar
atingidos por enchentes
em cidades baianas s
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Diputados tratan hoy pedido de intervencion de la Gobernacion de Central

Existe olor a pacto colorado
para blanquear a Hugo Javier

Los oscuros manejos de los fondos Covid fueron denunciados por la Senac, la SET, la CGR
y los concejales departamentales. Justifico millonarios gastos con facturas clonadas.
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Reclaman logros mayores
Empresarios critican la |
impunidad para peces
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Hacienda: Se evitd que
mas de 400 mil personas
cayeran en la pobreza
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Esquema de doble cobro a deudores
Fiscalia investigara las
156 causas de RGD en

contra de sus victimas
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Segin el presidente, tiene resultados Por las variantes delta y émicron
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4 la question de mardi :

<« Quol quil en colite s :

le gouvernement

a-t-il trop dépense pour
soutenir I'éconormie
pendant la crise sanitaire ?

OuUI NON
63 % 37%
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candidature avant Noel?
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Macron cherche la riposte
pour contrer Pecresse

Alors que la majorité tente de définir une stratégie pour s'opposer a la poussée de la
candidate désignée par les militants LR, le chef de I'Etat a choisi de défendre son bilan a la

HRIENISION.. w11 sen

le! - davoir réussi asequalifier
virtuellement pour le second
tour de la présidenticlle et qui
I'emporterait en finale en 2022,

blique. Depuis la parution de
cette #ude Elabe, publide par
BFMTV et L'Express au lende-
main du congrés LR, la candi-
dature de Valérie Pécresse in-

Alors, la majorité cherche la
parade pour tenter de répon-
dre i la poussée de la présiden-
te de la région fle-de-France.
Les stratégies divergent au sein

ETAT-MA IOR DES ARMEES

face au président de la Répu guibste

Emmanuel

Macron.

de "exéeutil, ol I'on peine a

s'accorder sur un angle d'atta
que. Dun edté, certains acou-
sent Valérie Pécresse de singer
Emmanuel Macron, avec
maoins d’ambition. e |"autre
cdtd, on lui reproche, a 1'in

< COMMENT EST MESURE LE TEMPS DE PAROLE D'UN PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE - UN ENTRETIEN AVEC CLEMENT BEAUNE

- LA MAJORITE EN QUETE DE PARRAINAGES POUR EMMANUEL MACRON - JEAN-BAPTISTE LEMOYNE SE MOBILISE A L'ETRANGER FAGES 2,

verse, sa radicalité supposée,
en dénoncant sa volonté de
rassembler des lignes irréoon-
ciliables, allant de Jean-Chris-
tophe Lagarde (UDI) 4 Laurent
Wauquiez (LR).

4 ET LEDITORIAL

Apreés huit ans de présence au Mali,
Farmée francaise quitte Tombouctou
|

L'armée frangaise a oédé mardi sa base de Tombouctou aux forces armées maliennes, accélérant la mue de son
opération Barlhane de lutte contre les djihadistes au Sahel, qui reposera de plus en plus sur les forces spéciales. PAGES

R EDITORIAL s ves mheéara yweascsiesgnron

La nouvelle donne

n e marnguera pas de ratiociner
a I"infini sur I'intervention pré-
sldentielle - préenregisirée |
de ce mercredi soir. Emmanuel
Macron est longuement apparu
la semaine derniére. [l reviendra a I'occasion
des voeux. Le chef de I'Etat, qui voulait avoir
la parole rare, se fait donc de plus en plus ba
vard. Dans quatre mois, la France votera, et
sall empressement 4 expliquer, justifier,
éclairer son action est manifeste. [l agit com-
me tous ses prédécesseurs, candidats a leur
réélection, en faisant mine de montrer qu'il
ne pense pas qu’a cela, Personne n'est dupe,
I'Elysée se défend, Dopposition vocifere
contre le fait du prince... Une scéne de pré-
campagne €lectorale presque ordinaire dans
notre pays.
Beaucoup plus original est le scénario qui est
en train de s"écrire sous nos yveux. [l parafssait,
Jusque-la, sans grandes surprises et, a dire
vrai, sans grand danger pour le président sor-
tant. Une gauche en état de délabrement
avance, une droite en mal persistant d'un
chef Incontesté et quelques forces tribuni
tennes qui font turbuler le systéme. Bref, une
opposition éparpillée, eclatée, face 4 un chef

de I'Etat a la popularité plutdt résistante.
Faute d'une alternative solide, celui-ci est
sort relativernent épargné des crises i répétl
tion qui ont margué son quinguennat.

Depuis pew, le scénario a néanmoeins change.
Une nouvelle donne s'est installée, confir-
meée par plusicurs sondages. L'arrivée de

. . Valérie Pécresse en
Le scénario Teprésentante

de la adoubée de la droi-
. s . te inquicte le presi-

presidentielle  dentetses proches.

a changé La poutre du pay

sage politique fran-
cais bouge encore,

avec l'arrivee
. is plus dans |
de Pécresse Mk phs dams ke

L'opposition multipolaire, somme toute
inoffensive, perd du terrain. Soudain réap-
parait une bipolarité plus classique et séren
se, avec une adversaire capable de faire reve-
nir dans leur famille d'origine des électeurs
partis ailleurs, notamment dans le sillage de
la majorité presidentielle.

Si Emmanuel Macron reste le maitre des hor
loges pour ses prises de parole, il n'est plus
tout a fait le maitre du jeu...
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La vaccination
des enfants
divise la
communaute
médicale

Alors que les enfants présen
tant des risques de formes
graves du Covid peuvent se
faire vacciner deés ce merere-
di, le gouvernement attend
les avis de deux comités
dexperts  avant d'élargir
1'autorisation a tous les jeu
nes de 5 411 ans. Certains es
timent que les bénéfices du
vaccin restent plus élevés
que les risques, méme pour
les plus jeunes, alors que
d'autres préférent avoir plus
de recul sur la vaccination de
millions d enfants aux Etats-

Unis avant de se prononcer.
PAGES12ET13
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ohnson sufters huge Tory
rebellion over Covid passes

PM forced to depend on
Labour support after 99
MPs defy his authority

Heather Stewart
Aubrey Allegretti

Baris Johnson suffered a humiliating
rebellion over measures to slow the
spread of the Omicron variant last
night, with 95 Conservative MPs
rejecting plans for vaccine certificates
despite surging infections and per-
sonal lobbying by the prime minister.

Johnson had earlier warned his
cahinet ofa “huge spike” in cases but
failed to persuade many in his party
to support plans to insist on a Covid
certificate or negative lateral flowtest
toattend large venues.

The scale of the rebellion - by Far

the largest of Johnson’s two-year
premiership - raises questions about
his willingness toimplement tougher
restrictions inthe coming davs, even
iftheseare recommended by the gov-
ernment’s scientific advisers.

The vaccine certificates measure
passed comfortably by 369 votes
to 126 - but only with the backing
of Labour. The number of rebels
far exceeds Johnson's parliamen-
tary majority of 79 - and the 56 MFs
needed to trigger a vote of no confi-
dence in his leadership.

Thirty-five Tory MPs abstained
though only 19 were authorised,
meaning a further 16 appeared to
have refused to vote - a number that
included Theresa May.

The rebellion underlined John-
son’s increasingly shaky grip over
his party, after the damaging Owen
Paterson affair and revelations
about lockdown-busting parties in

A Boris Johnson, returning from his
morning run yesterday, before MPs
debated his plan B Covid meastres
PFHOTOCRAPH: PETER MACDIARMIDLNP

How they voted

Yes 369
No 126
Rebels 99

Vote on introducing Covid
passesor negative tests toattend
large venues

Downing Street, which remain under I

investigation by the cabinet secre-
tary, Simon Case.

Afterthe vote, Keir Starmercalled
Johnson the “worst possible leader
at the worst possible time”. Asked
if Tory rebels should try to get rid of
the PM, the Labour leader replied:
“The prime minister needs to ask
himself the question whether he
has the authority to lead this coun-
try through this pandemic.”

Itwasaquestion some Tories were
alsoasking. Geoffrey Clifton-Brown,
of the influential 1922 Committee of
backbenchers, said aleadership chal-
lenge was “on the cards” if Johnson
failed to “change his approach”.

As families in Scotland were told
not to socialise in groups of more
than three households in the Christ-
mas run-up, scores of Tories stood

upinthe Commaons tocrit- oe
icise the significantly less

News provider of the year

UK Omicron
infections
‘could reach
1m aday’

IanSample
Nicola Davis
Denis Campbell

Britain's wave of Omicron infections
could reach 1 million a day by the
end of December, the government’s
most senior public health adviser has
warned amid growing calls to limit
Christmas gatherings.

Dr Susan Hopkins told MPs vester-
day the Omicron Covid variant was
initially doubling every two to three
daysinthe UK but the pace appeared
to have increased, driving a surge of
disease that risked “significant” pres-
sure on the NHS.

While confirmed cases of Omicron
are being tracked through genomic
testing, the number of infections
across the country is believed tabe far
higher - an estimated 200,000 daily
infections on Monday - duetoatime
lag and because many people are not
picked up by the testing programme.

Hopkins said that with so many
people expected to contract the
virus over the coming weeks, the
NHS would come under significant
pressure if only a fraction became ill
enough to need hospital care.

“If we have a million oe
infections a day, even a

Star Hobson
Woman guilty
of murder

Anamateur boxer

who called herselt ‘the
number one psycho' has
been convicted of killing
her partner’s daughter
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