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he Supreme Court gave

abortion providers a
narrow legal path to chal-
lenge Texas' ban on ending
pregnancies after six weeks,
but the splintered ruling
left the law in effect for
now and made any rapid re-
sumption of such abortions
in the state unlikely. A1

# The Omicrom

so far caused mostly mild
cases of Covid-19 in a
small group of largely vac-
cinated people in the U.S.,
federal data show. AZ, A10

growth sta-
ble as a string of policies to
curb debt and speculation
hawe triggered a sharp eco-
nomic slowdown, particulariy
in the property market. ALl
# The U.S. won an appeal
mltshuilnﬂn:mdrtens—

clearing a hurdle in
as]-n.mgtun's battle to put
the WikiLeaks founder on
trial on spyving charges. AIL
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U.S. Inflation’s Persistent Rise
Hits Fastest Pace in 39 Years

By .Gwynn GUILFORD

U.s, inflation reached a
nearly four-decade high in No-
wvember, 45 SIrONg Consumer
demand collided with pan-
demic-related supply con-
straints.

The Labor Department said
the consumer-price index—
which measures what consum-
ers pav for goods and ser-
vices—rose 6.8% in November
from the same month a year
ago. That was the fastest pace
since 1982 and the sixth
straight month in which infla-
tion topped 5%.

The so-called core price in-
dex, which excludes the often-
wvolatile categories of food and
energy, climbed 4.9% in No-
vember from a year earlier.
That was a sharper increase
than October’s 4.6% rise. and
the highest rate since 1991,

The increase in prices for
new vehicles, which came in at
11.1% in November, was the
largest on record, as were
those for men's apparel and
living room, kitchen and din-
ing room furniture. A 79%
surge in fast-food restaurant
prices last month marked the
sharpest on record too.

The steady rise in restau-
rant prices during the past
few months is a sign of pass-
through from wages into
higher prices, economists say.
That dynamic is increasingly
showing wup in other indus-
tries. Wages tracked by the At-
lanta Fed climbed 4.3% in No-
wember, up from 41% in
October and the highest since
2007

Some energy prices showed
signs of easing—in part be-
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sumer demand mlhded wllh
pandemic-related supply con-
straints. The conswumer-price
index rose 6.8% from the
same month a vear earlier. Al
# GM plans to invest more
than 53 billion to make elec-
tric wehicles in apo-
tential win for the state after
recent commitments of auto
projects to Southemn states. AL

to close at a record and the
Daow and Nasdaqg adding 0.6%
and 0.7%, respectively. B1
# Instacart said its presi-
dent, Carolyn Everson, will
leave the food-delivery com-
pany at the end of this year,
about four months after she
Joined from Facebook. B2

# Chinese Al company
SenseTime is trying to keep
|tsTFDalnreastheU5.adds

+ A Spanish judge ruled
that Banco Santander
mist pay Andrea Oreel
more than $75 million for
reneging on a promise to
mame him chief executive, Bl4
* Volvo said it was inves-
tigating a cvbersecurity
breach targeting systems
that store research and de-
velopment files. B3

NOONAN
Kamala Harris Needs
To Get Serious A7

— |
Books ____ C516 Styl & Fashion D@-3
Businass Mews_ B3 — paz
Food — DAl-LZ WS Mews._ AZ-B
Heard on Street_S16. hes__ add

Comuanes____ ALY
Opinion__ A15-17

L1

4 2021 Dow Janes & Compeny, inc
L Fahs R

# Fed under pressure to pare
back stimuIUS — oo — A4

# Heard on the Street:
Inflation’s warm-up act.... B16
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Price increases were broad-based, though some categories
such as household energy and alcohol

showed signs of easing.
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Texas
Abortion
Law Is
Opened
To Suits

Supreme Court gives
clinics a narrow legal
path, but restrictions
remain in place for now

By Brewt KENDALL
AnD JESs BRAVIN

WASHINGTON—The  Su-
preme Court on Friday gave
abortion providers a narrow
legal path to challenge Texas®
ban on ending pregnancies af-
ter six weeks, but the splin-
tered ruling left the law in ef-
fect for now and made any
rapid resumption of such
abortions in the state unlikely.

While most justices Ffownd
common ground on allowing
the providers to challenge the
law in a limited way, they split
sharply on whether a broad
set of Texas officials could be
sued—an  important proce-
dural guestion that could af-
fect the future of the state’s
abortion restrictions. A slim
conservative majority  said
they couldn't be, prompting
spirited exchanges abour
whether the court was retreat-
ing from its role as the protec-
tor of constitutional rights.

Eight justices agreed the
head of the state medical
board and other licensing au-
thorities could be sued before
the law was enforced to test
its constitutionality, despite
Texas" efforts to insulate the
law from federal court review
by assigning enforcement
power to private litigants who
can win monetary awards for

Please turn fopage A8

Aboard a Stranded Ship
That No One Would Help

Poor nations supplying flags seldom assist abandoned vessels

By JoE PARKINSON
Anp DrEw Hinsmaw

lah’s requests for assistance had ricocheted
around the international shipping system

LIMASSOL, Cyprus—The cargo ship laden
with 3,000 tons of flammable sulfur was
stranded off the coast of Somalia and taking

0N Water.

With “505" in the subject line, an Oct. 26
email from the crew of the MV Haj
said the hull of the 260-foot vessel was
cracked and seawater was sloshing over the
deck and into the diesel fuel. The sailors
were almost out of food, and months had
passed since the ships owner had last paid
them. The waters around them were notori-

ous for piracy.

without amy help responding. The ship's Lon-
don-based insurer canceled its coverage, say-
ing the vessael was unseaworthy. The ship's

Lebanese, Egyptian and Syrian crew had been

abandoned by a Lebanese owner. They were

Abdullah

sailing under the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone,
whose tricolor flag fluttered above the deck.
The Sierra Leone Maritime Administration
regulates hundreds of ships transporting bil-
lions of dollars of cargo, relying on a man-
agement company operating on the outskirts
of Limassal, Cyprus. The crew petitioned the
Cyprus office for help. Under the laws of the

West African nation, its maritime authorities

For more than two months, the Haj Abdul-
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The future of in-person
work is more
uncertain than ever.
B1

Omicron—the Metal Band—
Makes the Best of Its Name

Belgian group gets unexpected chance
al fame as Covid-19 variant spreads

By James Hoosway

When Philippe Delhaute and
Ignace Casier were working
out the guitar parts for some
new songs last week, they
didn’t expect their band’s
name to raise guite so
many evebrows.
“I went o
the store wear-
ing our band T-
shirt and people
were looking at me
really weirdly,” Mr. Del-
haute recalls. “But we
been here for six wears
and have nothing to do
Cowvid whatsoever.™

have

now
with

Meet Omicron. Not the cor-
onavirus variant but the Bel-

gian death metal band, who

say that the
only thing con-
tagious about
them is their mu-

sie,
The four-piece band
has already begun making a
name in their home country,
thrashing their guitars and
singing about alien invasions
and the mysteries of human
evolution, their favorite
themes. Soon they will begin
recording their new album,
“Entropic Entity,” and, if the
furn fopage AS

Migrant Tragedy Spurs Grief

A mal:eshlﬂ memarial malks the slhe of a Thursday truck crash

in southern Mexico that killed at least 55 migrants.

GM Picks Michigan
For Two EV Projects

By Mike CoLias

General Motors Co. plans to
invest more than £3 billion to
make electric vehicles in Mich-
igan, people familiar with the
matter said, a potential win
for the car maker's home state
after recent commitments of
auto  projects to  Southern
states,

GM is finalizing plans for
twao electric-vehicle projects in
Michigan.

Omne would convert its Orion
Assembly plant in suburban
Detroit to serve as its hub for
production of electric pickup
trucks, the people with knowl-
edge of the plans said. The
renovation would cost at least
£2 billion and would be ex-

pected to create more than
1,500 jobs at the factory,
which today is lightly used,
the people said.

Also, the Detroit-based aubo
maker intends to build a bat-
tery-cell factory near one of
its assembly plants in Lansing,
Mich., the people said. That
project, involving a 50-50 joint
venture between GM and its
battery partner, LG Energy So-
lutions, would split more than
$2 billion between GM and LG
and create around 1,200 jobs,
the peop]e said.
officials are in talks
with local governments to se-
cure tax abatements and other
approvals for the projects, and
the plans could fall through or
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Inflation rise piles pressure on Biden

o Pace of surge hits 40-vear high e Midterm prospects threatened e Spending bill under fire

COLEY SMITH — NEW YORE

US consumer prices rose at the fastest
pace in nearly 40 years in Movember,
piling more palitical pressure on joe
Eiden's administration as it seeks sup-
portfora massive spending plan.

The consumer price indes, published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics yester-
dary, rose 6.8 per cent last month from a
yearago— the fstest anm prace since
1982 amnd a significant plck-up from the
6.2 per cent rate in Octobear.

Inflation has become a thorny politi
cal ssue for the White House, weighing
an the president’s approval ratings as
well as the electoral prospects for his

l-'-inal C(Jl*lltr
Rivals set for
F1 title decider

Formula 1 world champion Lewis Ham-
ilon leads his Mercedes from Red Bull's
Max Verstappen during practice yester
day for temorrow’s Abn Dhabi Grand
Prix. The showdown will decide which
of the pair will take this year's tithe in the
elimactic race of a nailbiting season.

The ntense battle between Eritish
driver Hamilton, seven times the cham-
plon, and the young Dutchman has
enthralled fans and fuelled hopes at Lib-
erty Media that its $8bn takeover of Pl
in 2007 s starting to pay off

A the-up with Metflix for the behind-
the-scenes Dirive to Swrvive docamentary
has helped the sport to woonesw fans.
Gripping showdown page 14

Ski resorts take tentafive
first steps amid Covid fears

Europe’s winter skiing season has got
off to a faltering start as memaries af
Sprng 2020 lcom Lange. Some Alpine
resorts became notoricus as virus
superspreader spots after staying
ops=n even though the pandemic was.
rawaging noighbouring Maky. This
year autherties are scing with
caurion. Austria has been In lockdown
since late Movember. In France and
ITaky, whene jab rates are higher,
fervousness aboul curbis 15 palpable.
Eurepe’s reapened resorts - Pace 3

Democratic party during next year's
midterm ¢lections.

In @ sign of his concern, Blden sought
to play down the relsvance of the katest
data both ahead of the announcement
and afterwards, siressing that prices
harve fallen in recent weeks for many of
the sectors driving the ncrease.

“Developments in the weeks after
these data were collected last month
show that price and cost increases are
slowing, although not as quickly as we'd
Tike,” hesald yesterday.

At risk for the White House is legisla
thon to invest 175 in America’ssockal
safety net, which Biden ks seeking to
pass through Congress this month. Last

month Biden signed Into law another
$1.2tn bipartisan infrastructure bl
Republicans and some moderate
Demscrats have argued that additional
spending will add fuel to rising prices.
Following yesterday's numbers, the
Federal Reserve islikely to press abead
with plans to scale back more quickly its
asset-purchase programme at its mieet
Img next week. jay Powell, chair of the
e ] bank, earlier this month sig-
malled his support for a quicker exit,
acknewledging that the risks of inflation
becoming entrenched had risen.
Economists mow predict thar that
pacewill be doubled so that the stimuius
programme ends in March. which

rise af O3 per cent.
Joe Biden, the
US president,
tried to play
down the Latest
data, pointing
ot that prices
had fallen in

recent weeks

Santander ordered to pay Orcel €68m
in compensation over U-turn on job offer

CWEH WALKER — LOMDOM
DANIEL DOWBEY — MADRID
SILVIA SCIORILLI BORRELLE — MILAN

Spanish bank Santander must pay
Andrea Orcel £658m in compensation
alter losing a legal battle over its ran
coroas 2008 U-turn on hiring the Ital-
1an bankeras chief executive.

The Madrid court rulling capped a long-
running dispute between Orcel, one of
Europe’s best-known nvestment bank-
ers and now head of UniCredit, and
Spanish lender Santander. his former
client when he worked at UBS and Mer-
rill Lymch.

Brought by Orcel, the case centred on
Santander's decision to withdraw an
offer it made to him in 2008 when e was
running UBS's investment bank.

The ruling was a significant blow for
Ana Botin, executive chair of the Span-

ish lender, whose tenure since succeed:
img her father Emilio Botin has been
marked by the decision [irst te hire
Orcel, a family confidant, and then to
dreip i, with the resultiog legal fight.

The court ruled that both sides had
slgned a “valid”™ contract, which had
been broken ina “unilateral and unjus-
tified”™ manner by the bank and that
therefore it had to pay compensation.
santandersaid it would appeal,

The payment the court ardered from
chuded €10m “for moral
nal damages” to Oroel, as
tractual tems including
£5.8m for two years of salary, a €17m
sign-on bonus and €35m compensathon
for loss of long-te mm incentives at UBS.

“I think it's unfortunate that we are
where we are, but if people look only at
the facts and what has emerged in cowrt
the concesions are clear” Orcel said in

an interview with the Financial Times
before he knew that the court’s decision
was comming yesterday.

Santander sakd: “we disagree stronghy
with the roling. The boand of Santander
= confident we will be successful on
appeal as we were In the tweo criminal
complaints already considered by the
coarts in relationto this matter.”

The bank claimed Crcel's offer letter
did mot amount to a contract under
Spanish law. The court quoted what it
described as “particularly elogquent™
tweets by Botin, in which she enthused
about Orcel’s appointment “effective
fram the beginning of 20197 as well asa
promotional video and interviews in
which she gave Lhe same message.,

orcel became chief executive of
UniCredit, Italy’s second-biggest lender,
imApril. He said that he hoped the deci-
shonywould bethe end of the matter.

Subscribe In print and online
wwnnftcomfsubsusa

Tek 1800 428 BOES

For the latest news go to

wearw ft.com

€ THE FINANCIAL TIMES LTD 2001
Mo £0,B88 ¢

Printed in Lo, Liverpool, Glnsgew, Dublin
Frunkdurt, Milan Madrid Mew York. Chicage, San
Frencison Tokya, Hong Kong. Singapore. Seoul
Diuked

6" 14818 ' DO100 U5

$610_u4882

STOCHK MABKETS

‘World Markets

cUnREMOES

IMTEREST RATES

D 100 e Dee: 10 i
SEP I US Bor 10w 14
Masdug Corpon it UK Do 10 [
0%
[T
W00 18 Iz 1.
1D 10H o
[T
COMHODITES ey L]
[T ]
Dec 10 ey ner i
nn S D& i
MECIEM § Nl Boznt § M = s L)
MSC] AL § o § ims 17H1 BD Diots pratcnd by Nernrsgear

A Nikkei Company

would give the Fed more flexibility to
raise interest rates SOONer nexl year
Prices between October and Novern-
ber jumped 0.8 per cent, sliahtly down
from the previous month-on-month

most component indices™ fuelled the
rise, the BLS sald, with petrol and food
“amung the larger contributors™

Caore CPI climbed 0.5 per cent from
October, pushing up thy ]
4.9 per cent. Last month,
cent. “Inflation will be more persistent,”
said Anna Stupnytska, global macrm
economist at Fidelity Intematbonal. “ic
is very likely to stay well above [the
Fed's 2 per cent | target through 2022

[T —————
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Today, mostly sunny, brisk, cooler,
high 40. Tonight, clear, seasonably
chilly, low 38, Tomerrew, plenty of
sunshine, a bit milder, high 52.
Weather map appears on Page 26.
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Civilian Deaths Mounted
As Secret Unit Struck ISIS

ULS. Force Alarmed Officers by Sidestepping
Rules Protecting Noncombatants

This article is by Dave Philipps,
Eric Schmitt and Mark Mazzettl.

A single top secret American
strike cell launched tens of thou-
sands of bombs and missiles
against the Islamic State in Syria,
but in the process of hammering a
wicious enemy, the shadowy force
sidestepped safeguards and re-
peatedly killed civilians, accord-
ing to multiple current and former
military and intelligence officials,

The unit was called Talon Anvil,
and it worked in three shifts
around the clock between 2014
and 2019, pinpointing targets for
the United States’ formidable air
power to hit: convoys, car bombs,
command centers and squads of
enemy fighters.

But people who worked with the
strike cell say in the rush o -
stroy enemies, it circumvented
rules imposed to protect noncom-
batants, and alarmed its partners
in the military and the C.LA. by
killing people who had no role in
the confli armers trying to har-
west, children in the street, fam-
ilies fleeing fighting, and villagers
sheltering in buildings.

Talon Anvil was small — at
times fewer than 20 people oper-
ating from anonymous rooms
cluttered with flat screens — but it
played an outsize role in the
12,000 bombs  and  missiles
launched against the Islamic
State, in part because it emmbraced
a loose interpretation of the mili-
tary’s rules of engagement.

=They were ruthlessly efficient
and good at their jobs,” said one
former Air Force intelligence offi-
cer who worked on hundred.
classified Talon Anwvil mi

from 2016 to 20158, “But they also
made a lot of bad strikes ™

The military billed the air war
against the Islamic State as the
most precise and humane in mili-
tary history, and said strict rules
and oversight by top leaders kept
civilian deaths to a minimum de-
spite a ferocious pace of bombing.
In reality, four current and former
military officials say, the majority
of strikes were ordered not by top
leaders but by relatively  low-
ranking U.S. Army Delta Foroe
eommandos in Talon Anvil.

The Mew York Times reported
last month that a Special Opera-
tions bombing run in 2019 killed
dozens of women and children,
and that the aftermath was con-
ecealed from the public and top mil-
itary leaders. In November, De-
fense Secretary Lloyd J. Awstin 111
ordered a high-level investigation
into the strike, which was carried
out by Talon Anvil

But people who saw the task
force operate firsthand ¢ the
2009 strike was part of a pamern of
reckless strikes that started years
earlier

When  presented  with The
Times's findings, several current
and former senior Special Opera-
tions officers denjed any wide-
spread patrern of  reckless
airstrikes by the strike cell and
disregard for limiting civilian cas-
walties, Capt. Bill Urban, a spokes-
man for the military's Central
Command, which oversees opera-
tions in Syria, declined to com-
ment.

As bad strikes mounted. the
four military officials said, Talon

Continued on Page 14

sk —
A clinic in Zambia, a country
lacking practice in adult shots.

Many Obstacles
Even as Doses
Flow to Africa

By STEPHANIE NOLEN

MNGWERERE, Zambia — Four
people turned up at a health cinie
tucked in a sprawl of commercial
maize farms on a recent maorning,
looking for Covid-1% vaccines. The
staffl had wials of the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine stashed
fridge. But the staffl
apologetically declined to
nate the four and suggested lhe},
try another day.

A vial of the Johnson & Johnson
wvaccine holds five doses, and the
staff was under orders not to
waste a single one.

Ida Musonda, the nurse who su-
pervises the wvaccination effort,
suspected that her team might
have found more takers if they
packed the wvials in Styrofoam
coolers and hendedoul tomarkets
and churches, “But we have no
fuel for the vehicle to take the vac-
cines there,” she said.

They did vaccinate 100 people
on their last trip to a farm; the
records from that trip sat in 2 pa-
per heap in the clinic because the

Continued on Page 6

Trump Loyalists
Speed Into Jobs
Overseeing Vote

By CHARLES HOMANS

ELIZABETHTOW Pa. —
When thousands of Trump sup-
porters gathered in Washington
on Jan. 6 for the Stop the Steal
rally that led to the storming of the
U.S. Capitol, one of them was a
pastor  and  substitute  teacher
from Elizabethtown, Fa., named
Swephen Lindemuth.

Mr Lindemuth had traveled
with a religious group from Eliza-

thtown to join in protesting the
certification of Joseph R. Biden's
victory. In a Facebook post three
days later, he id that “Media
coverage has focused solely on the
negative aspect of the day™s
events,” amd said he had been in
Washington simply “standing for
the truth to be heard

Shortly after, he declared his
candidacy for judge of elections, a
local Pennsylvania office that ad-
ministers polling on Election Day,
in the local jurisdiction of Mount
Joy Township.

Me Lindemuth’s victory in No-
wember in this conservative rural
community is a milestone of sorts
in American politics: the arrival of
the first class of political activists
who, galvanized by Donald 1
Trump's false claim of a stolen
election in 2020, have begun se
ing offices supervising the elec-
tion systems that they believe
robbed Mr Trump of a second
term.  According o a May
Reuters/Ipsos poll, more than &0
percent of Republicans now be-
lieve the 2020 election was stolen.

This belief has informed a wave
of mabilization at both grass-roots

Continwed on Page 15

TORNADO OUTBREAK PUMMEILS SIX STATES

At

Antoine Hawkins said the bathtub saved his life Friday night when a tornado tore apart his apartment bulelng‘ln f'-"[ayﬁl.ld K.

Grief, and Gratitude, in a Small Kentucky Town

By RICK ROJAS
and JAMIE MCGEE

MAYFIELD, Ky — Churches
were reduced to rubble. The
courthouse was wiped out, A
building where the utility com-
pany parked its trucks had seem-
ingly vaporized, taking the vehi-
cles with it

And the candle factory was
nothing more than a spread of as-
sorted debris. The only indication
of what it once was: The scents of
wanilla and lavender, along with
aromas that conjured up spring-
tinee and fresh laundry — all from

Close-Knit Community
Shattered by Storm

the chemicals used in the candles
were picked up by powerful
winds,

“I don’t know how Mayfield will
rebound” Joe Crenshaw, 37, sabd
as he stood along the perimeter of
the factory on Saturday after-
noon, hoping o help, somehow,
with efforts to find survivors in
the rubble.

Mayfield, a city of roughly
10,000 people perched in the west-

ern corner of the state, is a com-
munity in shock, One person after
the next told harrowing accounts
of hiding as the tornado ripped
through the town, sounding like a
freight train. Gow. Andy Beshear
of Kentucky calbed it the worst tor-
nado disaster in the state's his-
rory. Of the 110 people working in
the candle Factory when the tor-
nado hit, he said, just 40 have been
rescued.

But amid anguish and worry,
there was also gratitude among
those who survived.

By the grace of God, I woke up
late.” sabd Jamal Morgan, 25, who
Continued on Page 20

KIRSTEN LUCE

A group of migrants was apprehended by officers with the Texas Department of Pulb|

Inside Texas’ Unusual Effort to Arrest Migrants

By J. DAVID GOODNMAN

BRACKETTVILLE, Texas —
Magdaleno Ruiz Jimenez huddled
under a waxing moon in the rough
brush of a Texas ranch. His jour-
ney to the small border commumni-
ty of Brackettville had been long,
about 1,300 miles from his home in
Mexico. But now a drone was
buzzing overhead.

A lone officer, Sgt. Ryan Glenn,
emerged from the darkness. He

had a flashlight and a screen with
coordinates for where Mr Jime-
nez and six other men could be
found on the cold caliche, blobs of
heat visible to an infrared camera
on the overhead drone. More offi-
cers soon arrived.

“T spent everything to get here™
Mr. Jimenez said after the officers
wrested him and the other men
from the hrush.

= men assumed they had
been deiained by immigration of-

ficers for illegally crossing into
the United States. They were
wrong. Instead, they were ar-
rested on charges of trespassing
on a vast private ranch by officers
from the Texas state palice.

For several months now, Texas
has been engag in an effort 1o
repurpose the tools of state law
enforcement to stem the increase
of people crossing illegally.

To do this, Texas officials led by

Continued on Page 22

Toll May Pass 100
From Midwest
to the South

This article is by Rick Rojas, Jam-
ie McGee, Laura Faith Kebede and
Campbell Robertson

MAYFIELD, Ky Rescue
waorkers across the middle of the
couniry combed through wreck-
age for survivors on Saturday af-
ter a horde of tormadoes ripped a
catastrophic swath from Arkan-
sas through Kentucky Scores of

eople were Killed in the storms,
and officials warned that the toll
was almast certain to rise as they
sifted through the ruins

The tornadoes tore through at
least six states on Friday night, in-
cluding Arkansas, llingis, Ken-
tucky, Mississippi, Missouri and
Tennessee, said Bill Bunting, the
operations chief at the Storm Pre-
diction Center, part of the Natbonal
Weather Service. They crumbled
metal like paper, swatted down
concrete buildings and threw a
freight train off its track.

The tornado outbreak  killed
people who were working the Fri-
day night shifts at a candle factory
in Kentucky, where scores are be-
lieved to have died, and at an Am-
azon warehouse in llinois, where
at least six people were killed and
where recovery nperations were
continuing. Officials said on Sat-
urday that they not know how
many workers at the warehouse
were unaccounted for but that
they expected recovery efforts to
continue for three more days.

Hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple were without power on Satur-
day, according to reports com-
piled by PowerQutage.us. Many of
them were customers in states ot
the heart of the owtbreak, but
close to a half million customers in
other states, including Michigan
and Ohio, alse lost power in the
sprawling weather system.

In a speech on Saturday after-
noon in Delaware, where Was
spending the weekend, President
Biden said his administration
would do “everything it can possi-
bily do to help™ the states that had
sustained serious damage in the
vornade outbreak.

“This is likely to be one of the
largest tormado outbreaks in our
history” he said, adding that he
had approved the emergency dec-

Continued on Page 20
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The Year’s Top 10 Books

Editors at the Book Review choose best
fiction and nonfiction of 2021, from a
“prose poem” by a debut novelist to a
biography of Sylvia Plath. PAGE 14

Old Murder, New Mystery

The 19093 Killing of a woman near Buf-
falo is drawing scrutiny amid fears that
the state was wrong when [wo men
were convicted of the crime. PAGE 1

Alabama Star Wins Heisman
Bryce Young, the Crimson Tide's sopho-
maore quarterback, led his team to the
College Football Playoll despite plaving
behind a leaky offensive line. PAGE 31

Elon Musk’s Troll Philanthropy
Mo burnishing here: The Tesla founder
seems to take immense pleasure in
using his identity as a philanthropist to
antagonize the public PAGE 1

Peter Coy

o ||35-$P53|||e

PAGE 4

MAKING SCENTS OF NEW YORK

WVWWW BOMNDMNOS. COM

$610_u4882



$610_u4882

-~ N} TP 6 ¥ e

STos Anacles

$3.668 DESIGMNATED AREAS HIGHER  © 2021 WsT *

TWISTERS
RAVAGE

5 STATES,
KILLING
DOZENS

Storms decimate parts
of Kentucky, where
governor says death
toll may surpass 100.

By MoLLy
HeENNESSY-FISHE
AND JENNY JARVIE

MAYFIELD, Ky. — AS &
tornado passed over this
Hentucky town of about
0,000 late Friday, the Rewv,
Wes Fowler huddled with his
wife and three children —
ages 12, 8and 6 — in the base-
ment of the First Baptist
Church Mayfield.

“Ceiling tiles were mowv-
ing up and down and dust
filled the room. I basically
Eot my family against a wall
in the basement. Ilaid ontop
of them. Honestly, we didn™t
know if we were going to
make it for a few minutes
there,” Fowler, 45, said Sat-
urday, sobbing as he stood in.
the ruins ofthe church. “... In
the moment. allleould think
aboul was covering up my
wife and my kids. ™

AL least 79 people were
feared dead — most of them
in Kentucky — after a series
of tormadoes tore through
the Midwest and Southeast
overnight, according to state
and local officials.

At a briefing Saturday,
President Biden said he had
approved an emergency dec-
laration for Kentucky, “and I
stand ready to do the same
for the governors of the
other states.”

“This is likely to be one of
the largest tornado owt-
breaks in our history,” he
said.

Biden said he spoke with
the governors of the five
most impacted states — Ar-
kansas, Illinois, Kentucky,
Missouri and Tennessee —
aswell as to Senate Minority
Leader Miteh MeConnell of
Kentucky. “We still don't
know how many lives are lost
or the full extent of the dam-
age.” Biden said.

He said that the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency was sending re-
sources, including help with
temporary housing, and
that he planned to visit the
affected areas in Kentucky.

Biden said he expected

[See Tornadoes, A1Z]

Zohra, trumpet

new home in exile was almost complete.

Aniva, tanbur

Farida, violin

A bittersweet escape

REFPORTING FROM DOHA, QATAR, BY NABIH BULOS AND MARCUS ¥YAM | PHOTOGRAFPHY BY MARCUS ¥aM

those waiting was 59-year-old Ahmad Sarmast,

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021

Sunbal, violin

Fatima, cello

It was already dark when the crimson-silver Qatar Airways jetliner glided to a stop at its parking slot in Doha's
airport. A small group assembled at the bottom of the gangway to meet the disembarking passengers. Amongg
1 Hewanted to seem businesslike, to maintain calm. After all,
the experience of the last few months had taught the directorofthe Afghanistan National Institute of Music that
nothing’s done until it's done. But then 13-year-old Farida, her violin case in hand. appeared at the top of the
gangway: another budding musician, Zohra, also 13, followed. They saw Sarmast, ran down the steps and
hugged him. 9 “That's when I gave up and started to cry.” he said. “We all were,”
Doha, the months-long, herculean struggle to evacuate members of the music school after the Taliban's tri-
umph in Afghanistan was over. The flight's arrival meant that all those willing and able to leave the capital,
Kabul — almost 300 students, faculty, staff and their families — were out, and that the journey to the institute's
T But the moment was bittersweet for Sarmast.

With Farida and Zohra in

[Ses BEscape, A4]
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Critics
Choice

gets 1ts
shot at
A-list

With the Globes on
hold, Joey Berlin aims
to mowve hiS 3'5()*1"31—1

into the big leagues.

By STacy PEEMAN,
JosH ROTTENBERG
AND GLENN WHIFE

Since he founded the
Critics Choice Awards in
1885, Joey Berlin  has
dreamed of the day when his
show might emerge from the
shadow of the Golden
Globes, taking over as the
awards season's leadofl
event and stealing the man-
tle of “Hollywood's party of
the year.™

That chance appeared
to come in May, when NBC
pulled the plug on the 2022
Gilobes after months of con-
troversy sparked by a Times
investigation in February
that detailed allegations of
financial and ethical lapses
among the 87 members of its
voting body — and revealed
that the association had no
Black members

The absence ort.he elitzy,
star-studded Globes tele-
cast left a void worth tens of
millions of dollars in the
industry's awards ecosys-
tem. Berlin — and about 500
broadeast, radio. print and
online entertainment re-
porters and critics from the
U.S. and Canada who make
up the Critics Choleoe Assn.
— stood ready to fill that
VacuLm.

“T"ve been getting all
these calls from the indus-
try, saying, “We're counting
on you to step up now' "
Berlin, the group's chief exe-
cutive, told The Times in late
July, as he drank a cup of tea
at the Pendry hotel in West
Hollywood. “I just feel such a
strong wind at our back.™

Ewven as he tries to capi-
talize on his rivals’ stumbles,
however, Berlin and his or-
ganization face their own
head winds., both internal
and external. The show's al-
ready modest ratings have
fallen in recent years as it
bounced around TV net-
works. And, according to
some members, the non-
profit organization has been
dogged by some of the same

[See Critics Choice, AB]

COLUMN ONE

The globe-spanning quest
in search of a lost timepiece

A gold pocket watch made for J.P. Morgan vanished

in the 1970s. Finding it became an obsession.

By Daniel Miller

The double-sided pocket
watch had a map of the heav-
ens onone of its two dials, an
intricate display whose com-
plexity nodded tothe me-
chanical masterpiece
ticking within the solid-
#old case.

It told time, of
course, but it could
also chart the sunrise
and sunset, the pha-
ses of the moon, the
path of constellations,
the signs of the Zodiac,
and track eguinoxes,
solstices and the declina-
tion of the sun.

The watch's creation N2
years ago must have
seemed like abit ofalchemy — and
operating it a brush with magic.

Impressive as its features were, the
L95-pound watch may be just as nota-
ble for whom it was belleved to be
made: John Pierpont Morgan,

British Horalogieal

Enatitste ;
Harabogienl Jourmal

Around 1905, the Gilded Age
tycoon commissioned the
English firm J. Player 8& Son to
create the timeplece, people
familiarwith the watch have
asserted over the dec-
ades. It cost 1L0O0
pounds — or about
$5,000 at the time —
and took four years to
make.

Just a few years
after the wateh's com-
pletion, Morgan died in
1913 at the age of 7T5. The
banking magnate’s death
is said to have touched off a
long. peripatetic journey
for the timepiece, which
eventually found its way
into the hands of an enigmatic antig-
uities dealer in New ¥ork.

Then, inthe mid-1970s, the pocket
wateh disappeared, spawning an
enduring mystery. I set out to sobve It
inspring 2020, [See Wateh, A10]

Newsom calls
for anti-gun law
Cutraged at Supreme
Court ruling on Texas
abortion ban, gover-
nor urges restrictions
enforced by private
Suits. CALTFORNIA, Bl

Small-town boy
with big dreams.
On his way to becom -
ing USCs new football
coach, Lincoln Riley
built his reputation

in tiny Muleshoe,
Taxas. SPORTS, D1

Alabama quarterbacls
B Young's football
skills were honed at
Cathedral and Mater
Dei. SPORTS, D6

Weather
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BUSINESS INSIDE
Uber has blocked
transgender people
from jobs by treating
their documents as
fakes, some say. A15
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‘Fully vaccinated’
could soon mean
getting a booster

Waning immunity and
Omicron variant lead
to scrutiny of what
meets that standard.

By MELISSA HEALY

For many Americans
who scrambled to get vacci-
nated against COVID-19 as
s00n as their turn came up,
the relief of gaining immuni-
ty was just one reward.
Achieving “fully vaccinated™
status conferred a faint haloe
of virtue as well.

Mow, both the shots' bio-
logical protection and the
satisfaction of contributing
to the herd's immunity are
proving short-lived. And
with a worrisome new oo-
ronavirus wvariant threat-
ening to erode vaccine-in-
duced immunity further,
health officials are debating
whether the definition of
“fully vaccinated” should be
amended to include a boost-
er shot.

Scientists are leaning

heavily in favor, and pub
health leaders are not far
hind.

So far, the Centers for
Disease Controland Preven-
tion hasn't officially shifted
the goalposts. Americans
subject to job-related vac-
cine mandates or required to
show proof of “full vaccina-
tion” Lo enter gyms, restau-
rants or public events can
satisfy the requirement
without & booster,

But the CDMC has tiptoed
up to those goalposts, telling
all but the youngest wvacci-
nated Americans that dura-
ble immunity will require an
extra dose, and urging those
15 and older to get one as
soon as they are eligible.

Dr. Anthony Fauci, Presi-
dent Biden’s senior advisor
on_ the pandemic, also
walked right up to the line —
but didn't cross it.

“Optimal protection is
going to be with a third
shot,” Fauci told CNHN last
weelk. He added that while
he didmn't see the official defi-
nition of “fully vaccinated™

[See Vaccines, A20]
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Dozens of tornadoes

Fram Mississipgi in the south to Ilinoks in the north

Families search
amid the rubble
of candle faclory

BY AUSTYN GAFFNEY,
Apcall HAUSLOHNER,
Topp C. FRANKEL
AND ARELIS R. HERNANDEZ

MAYFIELD, K¥. — vy Williams's
wife, Janine, had called him Fri-
day might to tell him that a bad
storm was coming when the call
abruptly cut out. He hasn't heard
froam her sinee.

The 50-year-old quality assur-
ance worker was several hours
inte her night shift at Mayfield
Consumer Products with more
than 100 other emplovees when a
tornado swept through and flat-
tened the metal building on top of
them.

About 40 people were rescued;
Jjust as many remain unaccounted
for and are feared dead. Williams
spent Friday night and Saturday
trying to learn to which groop his
wife of seven years helonged,
won't go home without her,”
Williams =aid Saturday, crying as
he spoke while sitting on a bench
outside His House Ministries
counseling center, where families

SEE CANDLE FACTORY ON ALS

Warmer climate
could intensify
violenl disaslers

BY MICHAEL BIRNEAUM,
BraDy DENNIS
AND JASON SAMENOW

In the wake of deadly storms
that ravaged parts of the South
and the Midwest this weckend,
scientists had a warning: While
the exact link between climate
change and tornadoes remains
unecertain, higher temperatores
could add foel to these violent
disasters.

As rescuers searched Saturday
amid the rubble of violent torna-
does that barreled through multi-
ple states, killed scores of people,
and leveled homes and business-
mate ntists said people

for more frequent amd intense
weather-driven catastrophes.

A 1ot of people are waking up
today and seeing this damage and
saying, “Is this the new normal?® =
said Vietor Gensini, 2 met M-
£y professor at Northern linois
University, adding that key ques-
tivns still remain when it comes to

SEE CLIMATE ON Als

250-mile path |

Tornadao, or series of them, breaks previous distancs recond

Debris at 30,000 feet

Far hours, storms hesne wreckage inlo Uhe shy

Scores killed as twisters rake six states

CHEREY O, AELTERS

i 1

—

ALETIN ANTHONY FOR: THE WASHINGTON FOST

TOP: An aerial view of the damage vo a candle factory in Mayfeld, Ky., on Samarday. More than 100 people were inside Friday night
when a tornado flatvened the bullding. ABOVE: Reed Mattison, bottom right, helps a family clean debris firom thelr home In Bowling
Green, Ky., on Saturday. At least one tornado tore through the city, and more than 30 were reported across sIx states overnight.

RESCUE OPERATIONS
ARE UNDERWAY
State of emergency

declared in Kentucky

BY AUSTYN GAFFNEY,
ArBicall HAUSLOHNER
AND SC0TT WILSON

MAYFIELD, EY. A desperate
search and rescue operation an-
folded Saturday across six states
manled the previous evening by
rare late-season tomadoes that
may have left more than 70 people
dead.

¥ 30 separate Lorna-
with devastating
power and speed through an area
stretching from Mississippi in the
south to Mincis in the north. As
they swept through the region
over several hours, the twisters
killed dozens, including workers
in & candle factory in a flattened
Kentucky vown, lakeside vacation-
ers in Tennessee and a nursing
home resident in Arkansas

While the stream of tornadoees
battered dozens of communities,
none suffered morethan this town
of about 10,000 people in south-
western Kentucky, not far from a
SEE STORMS 0N ALT

Moaore th
m

In care home,
a furious effort
lo prolect lives

BY ANTONIO OLIVO,
EMILY WAX- THIEODEAUX
AND SILvia FOSTER FrAU

MONETTE, ARE. — Barbara Hich-
ards made a horrifying discovery
as she looked out the glass doorof

the Monette Mamor nursing
home Friday night.
A tornado  was  heading

straight for her.

“T eould see the rotation owat-
side before it got to us.” Richards,
said in an interview.
he ran back toward the resi-
dents, warning them to cover
their heads with pillows and hold
on tight. She and the other nurses
had already gathered the home's
elderly residents together, put-
ting az many as they could in a
hallway near the nurse’s station.
They harricaded the glass doors
with mattresses,

There wasnt anything left to
da.

“Then it hit and blew the glass
out of the windows in the facility™
Richards said. “You could see the

SEE NURSING HOME ON Als

AL a dollar store. a thriftier worker’s revolt unfolds

BY GREG JAFFE

WINSTED, CONN. — The after-
noon shift workers at Dollar Gen-
eral No. 18060 had listened with
growing panic as an executive
accused their store manager of
stealing. They could hear the yell-
ing and threats in the back office,
a scene that had shaken all of
them — especially Shellie Par-
SO,

In a life ma ¢ poverty,
addiction and cal abuse,
Parsons, 37, had come to see her
store a beige prefabricated
building on the outskirts of town
— as her haven, a $15.75-an-hour
pathway to a better life. She was
desperately afraid of losing it

And so, after a brief discussion
with a few trusted co-workers, she
headed to a nearby Stop & Shop

SOPFHIE PARK FOR THE W SHING BN POST

Shellle Parsons, 37, wrangles shopplng carts at an entrance to the
Dwollar Ceneral location just outside Winsted, Conn., last month.

grocery store where years earlier
she recalled secing a picket line,
walked back to the deli counter
and asked one of the butchers,
whom she had never met, wheth-
er he had a phone number for
someone at their union. She di-
aled from the parking low

“Why does it got to be me?” she
recalled thinking as the phone
rang. She feared that talking to a
union organizer could get her
fired, even as she worried that
doing nothing would leave her
and her eolleagues vulnerable to
the whims of upper management.

All over the country, workers
who had labored through a global
pandemic for low pay and meager
benefits were concluding that
they deserved better from their
bosses. Wages were rising, and a

sEE DOLLAR GENERAL 0N A&

For Putin. Ukr
ultimate battle

BY RopyN DNxXoN

MOSCOW — Since President
Biden's call with Russian Presi-

dent Vla Putin over the
Ukraine crisis, Russian officials
have dug in deeper: blaming

MATO for the confrontation, dis-
missing Ukraine as a puppet state
of the West and ruling out a puall-
back of Bussian forces massed
near Ukraine’s border,

Putin even compared Ukraine's
fight against Moscow-backed sep-
in castern Ukraine to
genocide.

It all suggests that — even if
Putin heeds Biden's warnings —
the current tensions in the region
will look a lot like foture Llensions,

SEE RUSSIA ON A25

ne embodies

A view from above
Satellite Images show some of the
gear moved near Ukraine, A24.
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deportes

iCUBA campeon!

Secorono enlaURBA
enun final con suspenso

Vencio 10-9al SIC, que defendia el titulo y tuvo una
chance para ganar en el dltimo minuto. Paginag

DEFIESTA CONLA
ESTRELLA ROSARINA
NICKINICOLE

—revista

Sus canciones alcanzan cifras de
audiencia descomunalesy en el programa
de Jimmy Fallon sorprendid al mundo;
transformdé la industria discogrifica.

LA NACION

DOMINGO 12 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2021 | LANACION.COM AR

Con un peritaje prueban
el traspaso de fondos de
Baez hacia los Kirchner

HoTESUR. Hay 21 transferencias sospechosas; el fiscal las usard para apelar el sobreseimiento

Herndn Cappiello ¥ Candela Ini
LA RACKON

Elcorazdn de laapelacidn para per-
mitir lareaperturadelacausacon-
tra Cristina Kirchner y sus hijos,
Méximoy Florencia, por lavadode
dinero en Hotesur y Los Sauces es
un peritaje contable ignorado por
los jueces que sobreseveron alavi-
cepresidenta y su familia.
Elestudio muestra como el mis-
mao dia, en 21 ocasiones, el dinero
querecibid Lazaro Bdez de laobra
publicacon sobreprecios termina-

ba en las cuentas de los Kirchner,
luego de pasar por Valle Mitre, la
gerenciadora de los hoteles,

Los jueces Daniel Obligado v
Adridn Griinberg saltearon este
peritaje, que serd la llave del recur-
soque presentard el fiscal Diego
Velasco entre mafiana y el martes
para conseguirque se hagael juicio
oral y piiblico. En el trabajo, se vi-
sualiza el “reciclaje” que se hizocon
el dinero que recibid Lizaro Biez,
paso por Valle Mitre y termind en
las cuentas de los Kirchner, Conti-
miaenlapagina il

EL ANALISIS
Un pais de patotas y falsedades
Joaguin M_o.ru.!es Sola

5 un gobierno raro. Estd a
punto de exigir un pase sa-
nitario en la provincia de

Buenos Aires para contener los
contagiosde lavariantedmicron,

pero al mismo Hempo convoca a
unamasivamarchaautorreferen-
cialy sectaria porelaniversariode
una celebracidn de todos los ar-
gentinos. Continia en la pagina 35

EL ESCENARIOD
Cristina,
Kristalina y un
FDT en tension

Jorge Liotti

L AN

acena habia sido convo-

cada paraquelosdiputa-

dos salientes del Frente
de Todos recibieran a los nue-
vios legisladores en un marco
de camaraderia. Era lunes a
la noche y en el Club Caledo-
nia de Barracas habia buen
clima. Para matizar alguien le
pregunto a Méaximo Kirchner
quéposicidn adoptarian cuan-
dollegueal Congresoel acuer-
do con el FML “Bueno, Alber-
to ya tiene asegurados los 116
votosde Juntos porel Cambio;
nosotros después vemos™, res-
pondid con el tonoirdnicoque
utiliza ante temas espinosos.,
Continiiaen lapagina 16

La Natividad

rompio con
la historia
del polo

—deportes

Los Castagnola lograron
la hazana: vencer al tio
Cambiaso en Palermo;
fue 15-13 a La Dolfina en
una final electrizante.

v

3 = ) S Y Al ’
La selfie de Camila Cambiaso con sus hijos Barto (con la copa) y Camilo (der.) Castagnola y con Nachi Du Plessis y Polito Pieres  Ronraco NEsroLo

@mink

Miramar: imputaron al
policia por homicidio

TENSION. Reforzaron la seguridad con 600 efectivos

El policia bonaerense Maximilia-
no Gonzilez fue imputado ayer
por homicidio agravado a causa
delasesinatoen Miramardel ado-
lescente Luciano Olivera.

El uniformado se negd a declarar
v fueenviadoal penal de Batin, En
tanto, 600 efectivos lleganon a Mi-
ramar para reforzar la seguridad
tras los disturbios. Pagina 27

Solo el 20% tiene

formacion universitaria
EDUCACION. Asi surge de un ranking de la OCDE

El 20% de los argentinos de entre
25y 64 afios tiene formacion uni-
versitariay apenas ¢l 36% conclu-
yi sus estudios secundarios. Esos
porcentajes encienden las alar-

mas vinculadas con el acceso al
mercado laboral v surgen de un
ranking de la OCDE, analizado
por la Universidad de Belgrano
(UB). Pagina2s

Las disputas
hunden ala
oposicion
venezolana

PULSEADAS. Hay peleas
por el liderazgo v por cémo
enfrentar a Maduro. Pagina 4
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SERIE DE TORNADOS DEIXA PELO MENOS 70 MORTOS NOS ESTADOS UNIDOS

Destruigdo em Mayfield, no Kentucky, apds fenémeno varrer regides do estado; tempestades violentas atingiram também Illinois, Tennessee, Missouri, Arkansas e Mississippi Mundo A18

Muito além
da Semana

Centenario deve ser
ocasiao para rever
protagonismo do
evento paulista cs

Catalogo de mostra
do MAM-SP aborda
modernismo além

da Semana de 22 s

Romance ‘Psicopata
Americano) de 1991,
previu desolacao
politica atual ao
Mipme p.1
Mercado de plantas
e flores renasce
com retorno dos
eventos presenciais

sporte Bé6
Verstappen larga na
pole e Hamilton em
2° na luta pelo titulo
da F1, em Abu Dhabi
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Hildemar Diniz, o Monarco
Daniel Marenos - 28maio Folhapress

Morre aos 88 anos
Monarco, lenda do
samba e da Portela

Hustrada B4

A paisagista Marisa Carneiro,
proprietaria de um hospital
de plantas adranevizoes Folhapess

R$ 7,00
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Passaporte de vacinacao é
obrigatorio, decide Barroso

Medida dispensa os impedidos por motivo médico ou por falta de imunizante

O ministro do Supremo Tri-
bunal Federal Luis Roberto
Barroso determinou a obri-
gatoriedade do passapor
te de vacinagio contra Co-
vid-1g para todo viajante que
vier do exterion

A medida acolhe parcial-
mente pedido feito pelo par-
tido Rede Sustentabilidade.

Verba sob Lira irriga
caixa de cidade
governada pelo pai

Governada pelo pai de
Arthur Lira, presiden-
te da Caimara, Barra de
Sdo Miguel (AL) recebeu
R$ 4,7 milhdes em 2021 e
R% 5.8 milhdes em 2020
em emendas de relator Li-
radisse que o repasse é le-
gitimo e reduz desigualda-
des no municipio. roderas

A decisao dispensa os nao
vacinados por motivos mé-
dicos, por falta comprova-
da de imunizante no pais de
origem ou por razio huma-
nitaria excepcional.

Para 0 magistrado, teste
negativo ou quarentena, co-
mo havia determinado o go-
verno, nio siao suficientes.

Marcos Lisboa

O populismo
pusildnime

0O populismo em campa-
nha reme enfrentar grupos
de interesse e 0 desmon-
te de politicas fracassa-
das. O baixo crescimento
nio é obra do acaso dian-
te dovoluntarismo pouco
embasado e da caprura de
politicas piblicas por gru-
posorganizados. poderazo

Inundacoes em MG e BA poem
cidades em emergéncia s

Sao Paulo tem ao menos 175
mil moradias em areas de risco

Segundo o ministro, per-
mitir a livre opgao pela qua-
rentena “criasituacaode ab-
soluto descontrole e de con-
sequente ineficdcia da nor
ma”. Ele definiu o tema co-
mo urgente, pelo aumento
deviagens no periodo de fes-
tas e pelo risco de o Brasil se
tornar destino antivacina.

Rivais do presidente Jair
Bolsonaro (PL), como o go-
vernador de S&o Paulo, Joao
Doria (PSDRB), e secretdarios
estaduais de Saude come-
moraram a decisdo. 0 minis-
ro pedird que ela seja envi-
ada para referendo em ses-
sao extraordindria do plen:i-
riovirtual da corte. sadde B3

Congresso mira cortes para
ampliar emendas e fundao

Para elevar a verba do fun-
do eleitoral e de emendas,
o Congresso avalia cortes
em outras despesas, como
no custeio de ministérios.

Também se discute redu-
zir parrte da quantia em gas-
tos obrigatdrios, como apo-
sentadorias e demais bene-
ficios da PrevidénciaSocial.

Os congressistas querem
aprovar alei orcamenraria
ainda neste més para garan-
tir a execucio das emendas
no inicio de 2022, Em ano
eleitoral, o prazo de libera-
CcAo é mais curto, até julho.

O mecanismo tende aser
o principal capital politico
de parlamentares. roder As

Muiltis enviam trabalhadores
brasileiros a EUA e Europa .

EDITORIAIS A2

Dinheiro esfarelado
Sobre perda de qualida-

Ao menos 1755 mil moradias em Sao Paulo ficam em
dreas de perigo iminente de deslizamento e solapamen-
to de margens de cérregos. Promotoria cobra da prefei-
tura plano previsto ha seis anos para reduzir riscos. Ba

de no Orgamento federal.

Ouro amazdnico

Acerca deliberacio de pes-
quisa mineral na regiao.

Auxilio de R$ 400 leva IPVA podera ser pago
a distorgio e beneficia em 5 parcelas a partir de
familias menores azs janeiro, diz Doria aza

[EE 'm:i.isl..
9!
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r = Beaumarchals

NOUVELLE-
CALEDONIE
Un troisiéme
référendum

en forme d'impasse
PAGE 6

DROITE

Valérie Pecresse
et Xavier Bertrand
unis contre

le chef de I'Etat

PAGES®

GUERRE
D'ALGERIE

La France accélére
l'ouverture

de ses archives

Variant Omicron : ce qui
inquiete, ce qui rassure

Alors que I'épidémie de Covid-19 continue a progresser en France, cette nouvelle souche
découverte en Afrique du Sud suscite toujours de nombreuses interrogations.

Pour le moment, Delta poursuit
sa course el la cingquicme vague
déferle sur la France, méme si
elle commence a montrer des
signes de ralentissement. Mais
le nouveau variant Omicron,
détecté en Afrique du Sud il v a
une guinzaine de jours et qui

s'implante en Europe, pour-
rait-il changer le visage de
Iépidémie? Ses tris nombreu-
ses  mutations avaient fait
craindre une plus forte conta-
giosité et une plus grande virmn-
lence. Tl apparait, selon les pre-
mieres données disponibles,

que si cette nouvelle version du
Sars-CoV-2 se transmet & un
rythme encore plus rapide que
le variant Delta, elle pourrait
ne pas provoquer davantage de
formes graves, Reste une in-
connue de taille: quelle est la
protection apportée par la vac-

PAGE 9

UKRAINE

Joe Biden tente
de rassurer Kiev
fare a4 la Russie

PAGE 11

ROUBAIX

La verbalisation
n'effraie pasles
squatteurs de halls
d'immeuble

PAGE13
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Les coups de cosur

de la rédaction
PAGES 2 ET 33
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Re-pomes;.lln question

Approuvez-vous

la decision des mairies
qui interdisent le foie gras
dans les réceptions
officielles?

NON
85°%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 117 637

Ooul
15%

Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigaro.fr
Etes-wous favorable
== ala décision d'ouvrir les
=== archives sur les enquétes
== judiciaires relatives
§_ ala guerre d'Algérie?

JEAN-PERRE AMET/ONERGENCE -
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‘I'Ie sports d’hiver :

. une réouverture sous le signe de I'o

Aprés une saison blanche en raison de I'épidémie de Covid, les vacanciers sont décidés a retrouver les joies
de la montagne. Les stations de ski ont fait le plein de réservations pour Noél et les fétes de fin d'année. Page 22

B3 EDITORIAL per pritipe cete pocicicrigoss

Pédalage en tandem

ENA  awvait autrefois une
épreuve dite de « pédalage de
groupe:, dans laguelle il ne
servait i rien d'arriver pre
mier si vous n'éticz pas capa-
ble de faire avancer vos équiplers au méme
rythme. C'est le défi que devra relever Em
manuel Macron durant sa présidence de
I"'Union européenne, qui va coincider avec sa
campagne ¢lectorale. Ce premier de la classe
a fait connaissance vendredi avec son now
veau partenaire de tandem franco-allemand,
Olaf Scholz, Un petit bonhomme au sourire
énigmatique, qui ne paye pas de mine mais a
fait la preuve de son habilets et de sa ténacité
pour succeder i Angela Merkel. Sa force, di
sent ceux qui ke connaissent, procéde souvent
d’avoir éré sous-estimé, A qui le comparait
avec mepris i un Schtroumpt, il avait répon-
du non sans astuce : « [ls sont petits, malins et
ils gagnent a tous les coups [»
[rans un cours magistral de deux heures, per-
formance intellectuelle aussi l:nurqu.ablt'
quépuisante, le président francals a exposé
Jeudi son plan de bataille pour un semestre ol
il se voit manifestement en grand timonier de
IEurape. Reprise en main des frontieres et

des flux migratoires, refonte du modéle euro-
péen de croissance, taxe carbone sur les im-
portations dans I'UE, boussole stratégique
pour plus de souverainete, défense des va
leurs, relations de voisinage avec I' Afrique et
les Balkans... Emmanuel Macron a une solu
tion pour tout. Souvent intelligente, ration
nelle, idéale. C'est la spécialité des Frangais,
la «vision» a laquelle tous les autres de-
wvraient adhérer s'ils avaient un minimum de
bon sens. Ce qul leur
mangue, en général,
c'est la méthode pour
arriver au consensus,
Angela Merkel avait sa
recette: I'écoute sans
préjugeés et la prise en
compte des intéréts
spéeifiques des autres
pays, ¥ compris des plus petits - tout en pré-
servant en priorité ceux de I"Allemagne. Olaf
Scholz, qui a «cloné » I'inusable chanceliére,
devralt marcher dans ses traces. Le prochain
président du Conseil de I'UE poairrait en bé
neficier, pour peu qu'il soit prét a ajuster ses
idées luminewses aux dures réalités d'un club
avingt-sept.®

Aux

Francais la
vision, aux
Allemands
la méthode
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cination et/ou une précédente
infection contre o nouveau
variant? Face a Omicron, il
semble que la troisieme dose
soit plus que jamais nécessaire,
En attendant peut-étre que les
fabricants de vaccins ne déei-
dent dadapter leurs produits.

< LE VARIANT STMPLANTE
SUR LE VIEUX CONTINENT
= POURQUOI LES VACCINS
SONT-ILS MOINS EFFICACES
FACE A OMICRON ?

< EN FRANCE, L EPIDEMIE

PROGRESSE MAIS A UN RYTHME
PLUS LENT PAGES ZET 4
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Olaf Scholz
et Emmanuel
Macron
tentent

de partir
du bon pied

Ayant réserveé i Paris sa premig
re sortie de chancelier vendredi,
Olaf Scholz s’est felicité d'une
rencontre o rés amicale s avec
Emmanuel Macron, assurant
que «la relation (franco-alle
mande) confinuera a éviluer po-
sitivement =, « Nows avons la vo
lonté de faire travailler ensemble
nos dewy payss, a confirmé le
président, cvoguant une « solide
comvergence de vies -, Certaines
mégociations, notamment oo
THHTIQUWES, 5" annoncent oepen-
dant délicates. PAGELD
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