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he Supreme Court gave

abortion providers a
narrow legal path to chal-
lenge Texas' ban on ending
pregnancies after six weeks,
but the splintered ruling
left the law in effect for
now and made any rapid re-
sumption of such abortions
in the state unlikely. A1

# The Omicrom

so far caused mostly mild
cases of Covid-19 in a
small group of largely vac-
cinated people in the U.S.,
federal data show. AZ, A10

growth sta-
ble as a string of policies to
curb debt and speculation
hawe triggered a sharp eco-
nomic slowdown, particulariy
in the property market. ALl
# The U.S. won an appeal
mltshuilnﬂn:mdrtens—

clearing a hurdle in
as]-n.mgtun's battle to put
the WikiLeaks founder on
trial on spyving charges. AIL

Business & Finance
L .

#+ U.S. inflation r a

U.S. Inflation’s Persistent Rise
Hits Fastest Pace in 39 Years

By .Gwynn GUILFORD

U.s, inflation reached a
nearly four-decade high in No-
wvember, 45 SIrONg Consumer
demand collided with pan-
demic-related supply con-
straints.

The Labor Department said
the consumer-price index—
which measures what consum-
ers pav for goods and ser-
vices—rose 6.8% in November
from the same month a year
ago. That was the fastest pace
since 1982 and the sixth
straight month in which infla-
tion topped 5%.

The so-called core price in-
dex, which excludes the often-
wvolatile categories of food and
energy, climbed 4.9% in No-
vember from a year earlier.
That was a sharper increase
than October’s 4.6% rise. and
the highest rate since 1991,

The increase in prices for
new vehicles, which came in at
11.1% in November, was the
largest on record, as were
those for men's apparel and
living room, kitchen and din-
ing room furniture. A 79%
surge in fast-food restaurant
prices last month marked the
sharpest on record too.

The steady rise in restau-
rant prices during the past
few months is a sign of pass-
through from wages into
higher prices, economists say.
That dynamic is increasingly
showing wup in other indus-
tries. Wages tracked by the At-
lanta Fed climbed 4.3% in No-
wember, up from 41% in
October and the highest since
2007

Some energy prices showed
signs of easing—in part be-
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November as strong o

sumer demand mlhded wllh
pandemic-related supply con-
straints. The conswumer-price
index rose 6.8% from the
same month a vear earlier. Al
# GM plans to invest more
than 53 billion to make elec-
tric wehicles in apo-
tential win for the state after
recent commitments of auto
projects to Southemn states. AL

to close at a record and the
Daow and Nasdaqg adding 0.6%
and 0.7%, respectively. B1
# Instacart said its presi-
dent, Carolyn Everson, will
leave the food-delivery com-
pany at the end of this year,
about four months after she
Joined from Facebook. B2

# Chinese Al company
SenseTime is trying to keep
|tsTFDalnreastheU5.adds

+ A Spanish judge ruled
that Banco Santander
mist pay Andrea Oreel
more than $75 million for
reneging on a promise to
mame him chief executive, Bl4
* Volvo said it was inves-
tigating a cvbersecurity
breach targeting systems
that store research and de-
velopment files. B3
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Inflation’s warm-up act.... B16
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Price increases were broad-based, though some categories
such as household energy and alcohol

showed signs of easing.
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Texas
Abortion
Law Is
Opened
To Suits

Supreme Court gives
clinics a narrow legal
path, but restrictions
remain in place for now

By Brewt KENDALL
AnD JESs BRAVIN

WASHINGTON—The  Su-
preme Court on Friday gave
abortion providers a narrow
legal path to challenge Texas®
ban on ending pregnancies af-
ter six weeks, but the splin-
tered ruling left the law in ef-
fect for now and made any
rapid resumption of such
abortions in the state unlikely.

While most justices Ffownd
common ground on allowing
the providers to challenge the
law in a limited way, they split
sharply on whether a broad
set of Texas officials could be
sued—an  important proce-
dural guestion that could af-
fect the future of the state’s
abortion restrictions. A slim
conservative majority  said
they couldn't be, prompting
spirited exchanges abour
whether the court was retreat-
ing from its role as the protec-
tor of constitutional rights.

Eight justices agreed the
head of the state medical
board and other licensing au-
thorities could be sued before
the law was enforced to test
its constitutionality, despite
Texas" efforts to insulate the
law from federal court review
by assigning enforcement
power to private litigants who
can win monetary awards for

Please turn fopage A8

Aboard a Stranded Ship
That No One Would Help

Poor nations supplying flags seldom assist abandoned vessels

By JoE PARKINSON
Anp DrEw Hinsmaw

lah’s requests for assistance had ricocheted
around the international shipping system

LIMASSOL, Cyprus—The cargo ship laden
with 3,000 tons of flammable sulfur was
stranded off the coast of Somalia and taking

0N Water.

With “505" in the subject line, an Oct. 26
email from the crew of the MV Haj
said the hull of the 260-foot vessel was
cracked and seawater was sloshing over the
deck and into the diesel fuel. The sailors
were almost out of food, and months had
passed since the ships owner had last paid
them. The waters around them were notori-

ous for piracy.

without amy help responding. The ship's Lon-
don-based insurer canceled its coverage, say-
ing the vessael was unseaworthy. The ship's

Lebanese, Egyptian and Syrian crew had been

abandoned by a Lebanese owner. They were

Abdullah

sailing under the jurisdiction of Sierra Leone,
whose tricolor flag fluttered above the deck.
The Sierra Leone Maritime Administration
regulates hundreds of ships transporting bil-
lions of dollars of cargo, relying on a man-
agement company operating on the outskirts
of Limassal, Cyprus. The crew petitioned the
Cyprus office for help. Under the laws of the

West African nation, its maritime authorities

For more than two months, the Haj Abdul-
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The future of in-person
work is more
uncertain than ever.
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Omicron—the Metal Band—
Makes the Best of Its Name

Belgian group gets unexpected chance
al fame as Covid-19 variant spreads

By James Hoosway

When Philippe Delhaute and
Ignace Casier were working
out the guitar parts for some
new songs last week, they
didn’t expect their band’s
name to raise guite so
many evebrows.
“I went o
the store wear-
ing our band T-
shirt and people
were looking at me
really weirdly,” Mr. Del-
haute recalls. “But we
been here for six wears
and have nothing to do
Cowvid whatsoever.™

have

now
with

Meet Omicron. Not the cor-
onavirus variant but the Bel-

gian death metal band, who

say that the
only thing con-
tagious about
them is their mu-

sie,
The four-piece band
has already begun making a
name in their home country,
thrashing their guitars and
singing about alien invasions
and the mysteries of human
evolution, their favorite
themes. Soon they will begin
recording their new album,
“Entropic Entity,” and, if the
furn fopage AS

Migrant Tragedy Spurs Grief

A mal:eshlﬂ memarial malks the slhe of a Thursday truck crash

in southern Mexico that killed at least 55 migrants.

GM Picks Michigan
For Two EV Projects

By Mike CoLias

General Motors Co. plans to
invest more than £3 billion to
make electric vehicles in Mich-
igan, people familiar with the
matter said, a potential win
for the car maker's home state
after recent commitments of
auto  projects to  Southern
states,

GM is finalizing plans for
twao electric-vehicle projects in
Michigan.

Omne would convert its Orion
Assembly plant in suburban
Detroit to serve as its hub for
production of electric pickup
trucks, the people with knowl-
edge of the plans said. The
renovation would cost at least
£2 billion and would be ex-

pected to create more than
1,500 jobs at the factory,
which today is lightly used,
the people said.

Also, the Detroit-based aubo
maker intends to build a bat-
tery-cell factory near one of
its assembly plants in Lansing,
Mich., the people said. That
project, involving a 50-50 joint
venture between GM and its
battery partner, LG Energy So-
lutions, would split more than
$2 billion between GM and LG
and create around 1,200 jobs,
the peop]e said.
officials are in talks
with local governments to se-
cure tax abatements and other
approvals for the projects, and
the plans could fall through or
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Inflation rise piles pressure on Biden

o Pace of surge hits 40-vear high e Midterm prospects threatened e Spending bill under fire

COLEY SMITH — NEW YORE

US consumer prices rose at the fastest
pace in nearly 40 years in Movember,
piling more palitical pressure on joe
Eiden's administration as it seeks sup-
portfora massive spending plan.

The consumer price indes, published
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics yester-
dary, rose 6.8 per cent last month from a
yearago— the fstest anm prace since
1982 amnd a significant plck-up from the
6.2 per cent rate in Octobear.

Inflation has become a thorny politi
cal ssue for the White House, weighing
an the president’s approval ratings as
well as the electoral prospects for his

l-'-inal C(Jl*lltr
Rivals set for
F1 title decider

Formula 1 world champion Lewis Ham-
ilon leads his Mercedes from Red Bull's
Max Verstappen during practice yester
day for temorrow’s Abn Dhabi Grand
Prix. The showdown will decide which
of the pair will take this year's tithe in the
elimactic race of a nailbiting season.

The ntense battle between Eritish
driver Hamilton, seven times the cham-
plon, and the young Dutchman has
enthralled fans and fuelled hopes at Lib-
erty Media that its $8bn takeover of Pl
in 2007 s starting to pay off

A the-up with Metflix for the behind-
the-scenes Dirive to Swrvive docamentary
has helped the sport to woonesw fans.
Gripping showdown page 14

Ski resorts take tentafive
first steps amid Covid fears

Europe’s winter skiing season has got
off to a faltering start as memaries af
Sprng 2020 lcom Lange. Some Alpine
resorts became notoricus as virus
superspreader spots after staying
ops=n even though the pandemic was.
rawaging noighbouring Maky. This
year autherties are scing with
caurion. Austria has been In lockdown
since late Movember. In France and
ITaky, whene jab rates are higher,
fervousness aboul curbis 15 palpable.
Eurepe’s reapened resorts - Pace 3

Democratic party during next year's
midterm ¢lections.

In @ sign of his concern, Blden sought
to play down the relsvance of the katest
data both ahead of the announcement
and afterwards, siressing that prices
harve fallen in recent weeks for many of
the sectors driving the ncrease.

“Developments in the weeks after
these data were collected last month
show that price and cost increases are
slowing, although not as quickly as we'd
Tike,” hesald yesterday.

At risk for the White House is legisla
thon to invest 175 in America’ssockal
safety net, which Biden ks seeking to
pass through Congress this month. Last

month Biden signed Into law another
$1.2tn bipartisan infrastructure bl
Republicans and some moderate
Demscrats have argued that additional
spending will add fuel to rising prices.
Following yesterday's numbers, the
Federal Reserve islikely to press abead
with plans to scale back more quickly its
asset-purchase programme at its mieet
Img next week. jay Powell, chair of the
e ] bank, earlier this month sig-
malled his support for a quicker exit,
acknewledging that the risks of inflation
becoming entrenched had risen.
Economists mow predict thar that
pacewill be doubled so that the stimuius
programme ends in March. which

rise af O3 per cent.
Joe Biden, the
US president,
tried to play
down the Latest
data, pointing
ot that prices
had fallen in

recent weeks

Santander ordered to pay Orcel €68m
in compensation over U-turn on job offer

CWEH WALKER — LOMDOM
DANIEL DOWBEY — MADRID
SILVIA SCIORILLI BORRELLE — MILAN

Spanish bank Santander must pay
Andrea Orcel £658m in compensation
alter losing a legal battle over its ran
coroas 2008 U-turn on hiring the Ital-
1an bankeras chief executive.

The Madrid court rulling capped a long-
running dispute between Orcel, one of
Europe’s best-known nvestment bank-
ers and now head of UniCredit, and
Spanish lender Santander. his former
client when he worked at UBS and Mer-
rill Lymch.

Brought by Orcel, the case centred on
Santander's decision to withdraw an
offer it made to him in 2008 when e was
running UBS's investment bank.

The ruling was a significant blow for
Ana Botin, executive chair of the Span-

ish lender, whose tenure since succeed:
img her father Emilio Botin has been
marked by the decision [irst te hire
Orcel, a family confidant, and then to
dreip i, with the resultiog legal fight.

The court ruled that both sides had
slgned a “valid”™ contract, which had
been broken ina “unilateral and unjus-
tified”™ manner by the bank and that
therefore it had to pay compensation.
santandersaid it would appeal,

The payment the court ardered from
chuded €10m “for moral
nal damages” to Oroel, as
tractual tems including
£5.8m for two years of salary, a €17m
sign-on bonus and €35m compensathon
for loss of long-te mm incentives at UBS.

“I think it's unfortunate that we are
where we are, but if people look only at
the facts and what has emerged in cowrt
the concesions are clear” Orcel said in

an interview with the Financial Times
before he knew that the court’s decision
was comming yesterday.

Santander sakd: “we disagree stronghy
with the roling. The boand of Santander
= confident we will be successful on
appeal as we were In the tweo criminal
complaints already considered by the
coarts in relationto this matter.”

The bank claimed Crcel's offer letter
did mot amount to a contract under
Spanish law. The court quoted what it
described as “particularly elogquent™
tweets by Botin, in which she enthused
about Orcel’s appointment “effective
fram the beginning of 20197 as well asa
promotional video and interviews in
which she gave Lhe same message.,

orcel became chief executive of
UniCredit, Italy’s second-biggest lender,
imApril. He said that he hoped the deci-
shonywould bethe end of the matter.
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would give the Fed more flexibility to
raise interest rates SOONer nexl year
Prices between October and Novern-
ber jumped 0.8 per cent, sliahtly down
from the previous month-on-month

most component indices™ fuelled the
rise, the BLS sald, with petrol and food
“amung the larger contributors™

Caore CPI climbed 0.5 per cent from
October, pushing up thy ]
4.9 per cent. Last month,
cent. “Inflation will be more persistent,”
said Anna Stupnytska, global macrm
economist at Fidelity Intematbonal. “ic
is very likely to stay well above [the
Fed's 2 per cent | target through 2022
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Supreme Court
Lets Texas Law
Be Challenged

Abortion Ban Remains,
but Groups Can Sue

Ey ADAM LIPTAK

WASHINGTON — The Su-
preme Court ruled on Friday that
ahortion providers in Texas can
challenge a state law banning
most abortions after six weeks, al-
lowing them to sue at least some
state officials in federal court de-

Inflation Reached the Highest Level in Four Decades

The Consumer Price Indesx, wihich is widely considered a measune of inflation,
spiked last month as costs increased across the econonmy.

Year-ower-year changes in the
Consumer Price Index

+6.8% n

Consumer Prices Jump,

Testing U.S. Officials
On Inflation Controls

NEWS ANALYSIS

Biden Sees a Boom,

but Many Do Not

By JIM TANKERSLEY
WASHINGTON — President
Biden and his top aides are

Increases Spreading
From Goods to
Housing

By JEANNA SMIALEK

Prices are rising at the fastest
clip in nearly 40 years, fresh data

spite the procedural hurdles im- 1|y =5 sin struggling to bridge the gap released on Friday showed, as
{)O:fﬂ by the law's unusual suruc- bc-r.wleehr}“rhc ccgnw;- meg wﬁm supply L‘ha:iél djsranpljm-és. rapid
e, h o to celebrate and tf one that has consunmer esan an risin
But the Suprame Court refusad How prices have for by left many AMericans anxious housing costs fuel an Lnﬂatlenarg
to block the law in the meantime, N and frustrated, as a record-set- burst.
saying that lower courts should JAitemns . Moci5.B% @ foodathome  _454% ting recovery collides with pro- The spike in consumer Costs
consider the matter. . longed inflafion and an oneoing could spell trouble for officials at
The dewvelopment was both a andemic that has left con- the Federal Reserve and the
minor victory for supporters of | - 2 sumers deeply pessimistic, White House, who are trying to
ahortion rights and a major disap- N The challenge begins with a calibrate policy at amoment when
pointment to them. They had disbelief of sorts among Mr. the labor market has yet wo oom-
hoped that the justices would re- | - = Biden's economic advisers, They pletely heal from the pandemic
werse course from a Sept. 1 ruling BT 20 -3 19 20 19 ™ 21 insist the job market, with a 4.2 but price increases are proving
that had allowed the law, the na- percent unemployment rate, has more persistent than policymak-
tion's most restrictive, to go into St S Arimesione to i eaticnsl never been er, delivering ers had expected. .
effct, causing clinics in Texas to i cnre Rt ot e e wage gains for lower-paid work- | The Consumer Price Index

curtail performing the procedure
and forcing many women seeking
abortions to travel out of state.
=We will continue to seek justice
in the shred of the case that the
court has allowed to go forward
and seek every other legal means

and trucks

primary residence

and sporting events

help lift more people into the
middle class. They say those
benefits will endure for vears,
even once inflation, wiich last
month accelerated at its fastest
pace in 40 years, cools down_

climbed by 6.8 percent in the year
through Movember, the data
showed, the fastest pace since
1982, After stripping out food and
fuel, which can move around a lot
from month to month, inflation
climbed by 4.9 percent. That was

10 =top this catast hic law,” said | - £ The struggle is alse entwined the quickest annual reading since
Nanc:.? Morthup, 1“3«‘: president of | - 4 with Mr. Biden's fight against 1991 o

thwe p for Reproductive " Cowvid. Administration officials Monthly price increases — the
Rights, represents the A say that the anxiety voters are change between October and No-
providers challenging the law. expressing to pollsters is less w—mm—r rather than over the past

The decision provided further about the economy and the presi- ar did moderate somewhat,
evidence that the Supreme dent’s hgldllfng m‘[u .‘mfd ns*n‘[orﬁlan bulsll]l rose at an unusually rapid

| . expression of pent-up frustration

Egﬁsesré:szgyﬁtplﬁ?::;ﬂogm_ with a pandemic that has per- '1‘he question is what happens
tical of aborton rights. At anarga- | 00 sisted for nearly two years. next. Fed officials have become in-
ment in a separate case last week, White House officials say_the::‘ creasingly concerned about infla-
the court seemed propared 1 up- have no plans to shift Mr. Bidens | tion, both because the uptick has
hold a Mississippi law that bans | =10 messaging on economic issues Iasted longer than expected and
most abortions after 15 wesks, a o even as poll after poll shows his bll:ll._duSL' it shows signs of broad-
decision that would be flatly at approval ratings in decline and ening o areas less affected by the
odd: ith th o borti woter worry over inflation pandemic, ramping up the risk

s with the court’s abortion o swamping all other views of the | that rapid gains could become en-
precedents. . economy. Their strategy remains rrenched.

Opponents  of aboruonr wel- focused on stressing the adminis- “It just keeps the pressure on
comed the court’s decision in the | -1 tration’s work to spread vaccing- | Fed officials,” said Kathy Bostjan-
Texas case. tions and end the pandemic cic, director of LS, macro investor

We celebrate that the Texas without further lockdowns, services at Oxford Economics.
Heartbeat Act will remain in ef- | _n r_mx-n 1m- nation's progress in Earlier this wear, price

Continued on Page Al

MO CHANGE Abortion providers in
Texas were not cheering the
court’s limited ruling. PAGE Al4
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rowth and promising
lh:ll Mr Blden's policies will
bring down prices for oil, food
and consumer g 5.
“Every economic indicator
Comtinued on Page A13

creases were concentrated in
goods. Used cars and couches
were in demand as the pandemic
changed people's lifestyles. Fac-
rories around the world struggled
Continued on Page AL

After Ghana Trip, Adams Faces Long To-Do List A Law, an Email and a Furor Over Curriculums

By KATIE GLUECK

He met with foreign dignitaries
and participated in a spiritual
cleansing ceremony. He visited in-
famous sites of the slave trade and
toured thriving Iocal businesses.
And he celebrated Hanukkah with
a fellow Brooklynite, about 5,000
miles from home.

As New York Clty grappled with
a spate of urgent challenges over
the past week that will have last-
ing implications for the incoming
mayoral administration, the may-
or-elect, Eric Adams, was  in
Ghana, searching, he has said, for
his roots on a “spiritual journey”

For many Black Americans, a
wisit to Ghana — a country
through whose ports millions of
Africans passed on the brutal
jourmey wo plantations — is a
wrenching and moving experi-
ence. And Mr Adams, slated to be
Mew York City's second Black
mayor, has cast his recent trip
there as proof of resilience and
PrOZress,

=My ancestors left Africa with
slavery” Mr. Adams declared at
one recent event. m Ccoming
home with the mayoralty, And if T
do that only for my aspiration,

-

By MICHAEL POWELL

SAN ANTONIO — In late Sep-
tember. Carrie Damon, a middle
school librarian, celebrared
“Banned Books Week,” an annual
free-speech event, with her work-
ing-class Latino students by talk-
ing of literature’s beauty and sub-
Versive power.

A few weeks later, State Repre-
sentative Man Krause, a Republi-
can, emailed a list of 350 books to
superintendents, a mix of half-
century-old novels — “The Con-

Debate Rages on Bans
of Topics and Books

fessions of Mat Turmer™ by William
Sryron — and works by Ta-Nel
Coates and Margaret Atwood, as
well as edgy young adult books
touching on sexual identity. Are
these works, he asked, on your li-
brary shelves?

Mr. Krause's motive was un-
clear, but the next night, at a

=school board meeting in San Anto-
nio, parents accused a librarian of
poisoning young minds.

Days later, a secretary sidled up
o Ms. Damon and asked if disorict
libraries held pornography.

““No, no, boney, we don't buy
porno,’” Ms, Damon replied.

She sighed. =T don't need my
bloed pressure going crazy worry-
ing about ending up on a poli-
tician’s radar.”

Texas is afire with fierce battles
over education, race and gender

Continued on Page AIS

Keeping His Own Counsel on Turkey’s Economy

By CARLOTTA GALL

AMEARA, Turkey — President
Recep Tayvip l:.rdog'm sat for an
interview on national television
late last month, apparently seek-
ing te calm nerves about Turkey's
weakening currency and gallop-
ing inflation. But the reaction has
been anything but calm.

He insisted there was “no turn-
ing back™ on his newly announced
economic plan, which has pro-

Leader Presses His Plan
as Currency Sinks

defying the laws of economic
gravity, like refusing to tick up i
terest rates Lo combat  rising
prmes and butiress the value of
currency.

“Interest rates make the rich
richer, the poor poorer,” he said.

being crushed in such a way. We
will not allow this"™

Turkey’s currency, the lira, be-
gan sliding virtually as he spoke,
capping a day in which it lost 8
percent of its value, It has hardly
stopped plunging since mid-MNo-
wember, hitting new lows every
few days. Turks have watched sta-
ple poods double in price and fuel
costs jump by 40 percent.

Mr Erdogan's interview on TRT
cost the country billions of lira in

Eric Adams called i N

Continued on Page A% Jourmey.” moded policies that seem aimed at “We have prevented our country Continued on Poge A6
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LULE SINCO Los Angcles Times

TRUCKS HAUL CARGO across the Gerald Desmond Bridge this month in Long Beach. Nationwide, the
competition for drivers has companies offering perks such as basketball gyms, masseurs and rec rooms.

Amid shortage, trucking
industry fights for drivers

Firms are raising pay, perks for a difficult and lonely job

By Don LEE

COLUMBILA, S.C. — Dawn hasn't
broken when Jerrett Sellers spots a
promising target in the mostly desert.-
ed streets of South Carolina’s capital:
a lone truck driver climbing down

from his cab at a gas station.

Sellers looks for encouraging signs,
Shoulders slumped with fatigue? A
clean and tidy appearance? Liking
what he sees, Sellers mowves guickly,
approaching the driver with a plece of

paper in his hand.

“¥ou got a quick sec to talk?™ he

calls to the man. “We're looking to
hire.”

Sellers, 32, is a front-line soldier in
the nationwide battle to combat a
shortage of truck drivers that has be-
come a serious problem for the US.
economy as it struggles against the
seemingly endless assaults of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

As transportation manager for
Merchants Foodservice, a regional
trucking and delivery firm based in
Hattiesburg, Miss. , Sellers hunts serv-
ice stations, convenience stores, truck
stops, driving schools and wherever
else he might find potential recruits.

even as his competitors are doing the

same to lure away his firm's drivers.

Sellers’ pitch includes $2,000 sign-
ing bonuses, medical and dental cov-
erage, and even an extra $125 a week
Just for showing up on time.

BEarlier this yvear, Sellers followed
one driver hauling a 28-foot trailer toa

golf course and ended up courting him

for weeks., They talked about their
children., about softball and about
Merchants Foodservice's emphasis on
“family walues."™ The driver finally
agreed to jump ship.

Experiences like that have taught

[See Trucking, AD]

Where $21 gets you a smoothie

Upscale organic
grocer Erewhon is
looking to expand
beyond the LA, area.

By ANDREA CHANG

Fitness trainer Gregg
Miele — @ greggyvhustle to
his nearly 20,000 Instagram
followers — is a creature of
habit: Bvery day, he hits the
gym and goes to Erewhon.

At the upscale organic
grocer, he might buy a cup of
overnight oats (“the best™).
replenish his stash of vita-
mins (“their supplement
game's incredible™) or graba

TAWANEE

GENARO MO

Studio City. The grocery chain has seven stores.

L1KA Loa Angeles Times
RYAN =hops at the new Erewhon in

$12.48 bottle of his favorite
Ophora water { “they imple-
ment an oXygen component
Lo it — when you open it, you
start seeing the bubbles”}),
which he was cradling like
a football at the chain's new
Studio City location on a re-
cent morning.

“It's a Michelin-star
standard for a grocery store,
you know what I mean?™
Miele, 44, said. “I tell all my
clients: There's no cutting
corners with your health.™

Grocery shopping is not
typically a daily activity, but
Miele is not an anomaly
among Erewhon's extremely
devoted and spendy cus-
tomer base.

[See Erewhon, A10]

Diistrict, faced with
thousands of students
who'd be too late to
meet Jan. 10 deadline,
proposes fall "22 start.

By HowaRD BLUME
AND MELISSA GOMEZ

The Los Angeles school
istrict is poised to remove
its Jan. 10 student COVID-1%
vaccine mandate, confront-
ed with more than 30,000
students 12 and older who
are not fully vaccinated and
would otherwise be barred
from campus, a significant
step back from one of the na-
tion’s strictest student vac-
cine mandates and a re-
prieve for parents who de-
fied the rule.

Undera proposal from in-
terim Supt. Megan Reilly,
enforcement of the January
deadline would be sus-
pended until fall of 2022, the
start of the next school year.

Though the mandate has
probably resulted in thou-
sands of students being in-
oculated — making cam-
puses more protected from
outbreaks — the district also
was faced with the reality of
tens of thousands of
students being unable to at-
tend in-person class under
the rules. Unvaccinated stu-
dents would have been
placed in an existing inde-
pendent  study program.
called City of Angels, that
has struggled since the start
of the year and would be
hard-pressed to manage the
sudden and potentially over-
whelming influx.

By early this weelk, it al-
ready was too late for stu-
dents to complete the five-
week vaccination cycle, Stu-
dents 18 and older have the
option of completing a two-
week vaccination cycle.

The Board of Education
will make a final decision on
delayed enforcement of the
deadline at its Tuesday
board meeting. But a Friday
morning alert. from Reilly in-
icated the change of plans
s all buat official.

L.A. sehool board mem-
ber Wick Melvoin said that
campus safety is paramount
but still must be balanced
against academic impera-
tiwves.

“There's no playbook for

Was Omicron
already in state?

Health officials say wirus
variant likely present in
wastewater samples last
month. CALIFORNIA, Bl

When the streets
are watching you

How the COVID pandemic was
used to normalize surveillance

By Victoria Kim

BUSAN. South Horea — Son Eun-ji's newborn son will
‘begin the first months of his life in a sci-fi-like home in the
middle of a sparse river delta that was until recently

sprawling felds of scallions.
The young family w

move early next year into an ex-
perimental project showcasing South Koreas ambitions
for the city of the future. Robots will patrol the streets,
mow the grass and deliver packages. Homes will be pow-
ered by renewable energy, and excess electricity will be
shared among neighbors or absorbed into the grid.
Benches, streetlights and trash cans will be internet-con-
nected and gathering data to optimize efficiency. Resi-
dentis' vitals will be monitored and an artificial-intelli-

gence-equipped gym will offer health tips.

Sensors, meters

The World | Thi
They Inherit

[See Surveillance, A4]

s the seventh in a series of

stories about young people globally.
They are inheriting a planet of multi -
plying dangers. Can they change it?

KENT NISHIMURA Los Angeles Times

‘BOB DOLE WAS A PATRIOT”

FPresident Biden pauses at the casket of Bob Dole after speaking at the long-
time senator's funeral at Washington National Cathedral. maTion, As

Texas abortion
law still standing
Divided justices decline
to block the measure
but allow a nareow
challenge. NATION, A8

Michael Nesmith
of Monkees dies
The singer-songwriter
was the creative heart of
the succaessful 1960s pop
Eroup. OBITUARY, BS

Weather
Mostly sunny: cool.
L.A. Basin: 85/43. B8

T ||I85944‘ UUZUD‘I
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latimes.com

[..A. Unified
set to put off
vaccine rule

navigating school through
the pandemic,”™ Melvoin
said. “And the north star of
this board has been student
suceess. And that's meant
their physical safety, but
also their academic success.
sAnd that's meant different
things at different times. In
March of 2020, it meant clos-
ing schools. In March of 2021,
it meant reopening schools.
In October — when we
looked at the Delta variant,
when we looked at vaccina-
tion rates — it meant the stu-
dent wvaccination reqguire-
et

But the circumstances
have evolved again, Melvoln
said. Moving large numbers
of unvaccinated students
into  independent  study
would disrupt the education
of both the unvaccinated

and the wvaccinated — as
teachers and classes were
shifted around.

In her statement, Reilly
chose to focus on the pos-
itive — about 26.5% of stu-

[See Mandate, AT]

Task
force’s
big test:
Getting
buy-in

Panel aims to craft
reparations plan that
Black Californians and
lawmakers can back.
By Tar¥yN Luna

SACRAMENTO — Cash,
land transfers, down pay-
ments Lo purchase homes
and an overndue apology.

Those are just some of
more than a dozen potential
remedies for those affected
by slavery and its legacy of
discrimination that Black
community activists have
implored California’s Repa-
rations Task Force Lo con-
siderat public meetings.

The wvariety of opinions
underscores the nine-mem-
ber panel’s monumental
challenge: crafting a historic
reparations proposal that
earns the support of Black
Californians., who have
pushed for justice for gen-
erations, and a majority of
California lawmakers,
whose constituents might
not fully understand the
scope of the trauma and the
need for atonement.

“People have differences
of opinion about the extent
of harm that we've under-
gone, differences of opinion
about the remedies that
would in some way begin to
remediate those harms, and
differences of opinion on
who should be receiving any
kind of reparations,” said
Cheryl Grills, a professor of
psychology at Loyola Mary-
mount University who was
appointed to the task force
by Gov. Gavin Newsom.
. undergirding all of
that, is the reality that we
also live in a society that has
done a very poor job of i
forming the general public
about what this country has
done to Black people.”™

Under state law, the task
force is charnged with investi-
gating the history of injus-
tice and brutality against
Hlack people, “with a special
consideration for Arrican
Americans who are descen-
dants of persons enslaved in
the Tnited States.” The
group must recommend
ways to educate the public

[ See Reparations, AG)

BUSINI

SS INSIDE: DMV allows Tesla beta testing on streets; lawmakers want answers. A8



Prices may vary 1 a5 oultics metrnoltan Wating s

he MWashington Post

BE Ul V2 W3 w4

T-storm 73/43 » Tomorrow: Maostly sunny 52/34 B6

Pemocracy Dies in Darkness

SATURDAY,

DECEMBER 11, 2021 - $2

Economic fears imperil
Biden's spending plan

White House stresses joh,
market gains as prices
worry voters, lawmakers

BY JEFF STEIN
AND ASHLEY PARKER

Rising prices throughout the
economy threaten to swamp the
White House'’s legislative agenda
during a critical moment for Presi-
dent Biden, as persistently high
inflation spooks both woters and
lawmakers.

A government report released
Friday showed that prices have
risen nearly 7 percent in the past
year — the biggest one-year surge

since the early 1980s. A combina-
tion of soaring demand amnd sup-
ply disruptions has — for many
Amerieans — tarnished an other-
wize robust eennomic recove:
The legislative implications of
the new report could be immense,
The primary Democratic holdout
on Bidens $2
spending package i .

chin II of West Virgi
chin, for months, has cited infla-
tion as one of his primary reasons
for urging Democrats o proceed
with caution, arguning that pump-
ing more money into the coonomy
ecould make inflation worse, not
better. Since Manchin began air-
ing concerns, inflation has only
intensified in the United States
and spread o a broader range of
sEE BIDEN ON A1z

Inflation hits pace not seen since "82

Price increases spread
into areas of economy
covid had largely spared

BY RACHEL SIEGEL

Prices rose at the fastest pace
im mearly 40 vears last month,
increasing .8 percent over the
same pericd a year ago, as infla-
thon continues to squeeze house-
holds and businesses natinnwide
and complicates the political en-
vironment for Congress and the
White House.

Consumer price index data re-
leased Friday by the Burean of
Labor Statistics showed that pric-
es rose 0.8 reent in November
compared with October, with in-

Prices see fastest annual growth in four decades

U5, consumer price indes, change frorm a year earlier

14% -

Hacassions —s

6.8%

|

2010 2020
HIE WASHINGTON POST

flation spreading furt
throughout the economy, includ-
ing to areas that had not been as
affected by the coronavims pan-
demic.

The Novermber data marked
largest 12-momth  inerease
ce June 1982, during a period
when inflation was more of a
seournge on daily life than most
millennials have ever known.
Current inflation dynamics have
been spurred by a devastating
pandemic that roiled the global
economy, upsetting the work-
force and supply chains, while
stimulus measures helped un-
leash high demand for goods

The hroad-based increases
span just about every sector, from
pork, poultry and produce to
housing and sporting  goods.
Companies large and small are

SEE INFLATION OM A2

‘The courage, the grit. the goodness and the grace’

SOMATHA N NEW TN, THE WASHINGTON POST

President Biden and first lady Jill Biden pay their respects at the funeral for former senator Bob Dole on Friday at
Washington National Cathedral. Biden and other former senators spoke at the service, which was followed by a

ceremony at the World War IT Memorial featuring actor Tom Hanks and “Today™

host Savannah Guthrie. Story, A7

High court allows
narrow challenge to
Texas abortion law

RESTRICTIONS MUST STAY IN PLACE FOR NOW

Advocates see ruling as another warning sign for Roe

BY ROBERT BARNES

The Supreme Court on Friday
left in place a Texas law that bhans
most abortions after six weeks,
and provided only a narrow path
for providers to challenge in fed-
eral court what is the nation's
most restrictive law on the pro-
cedure.

The court’s splintered decis
allows the providers to reta
district judge who once blocked
the law, saying it violated the
constitutional right to abortion.

But the decision limited the relief

in a way that lawyers said prob-
ably makes it impossible to sas-
pend the law while the legal battle
continues.

Mare Hearron, who argued the
case for the Center for Reproduc-

ion impossible
and encouraging other states to
follow suit.

Urthers said the devision could

statewide

be a sign as the Supreme Court
alzo considers this term Missis-

sippi’s request to overturn Roe o,
Wide, the 1973 decision that
gusranteed a constitutional right
to abortion.

“Abortion rights supporters
and abortion providers have been
trying to zonnd the alarm that
Roe is under significant threat”
said Jolie Murray, a lawyer for
Planned Parenthood. Friday’s de-
cision “eertainly confirms that we
are in a period of great threat to
the abortion right.”

President Biden =aid in a state-
ment that he was “very con-
cerned” about the court s decision
“in light of the significant conse-
quences that law has for women
in Texas and around t'ht. country,

He said that there
more work to be done —
in Mis=sissippi, and in many states
around the eo |lr5-' where wom-
en'’s rights are rently under
attac nid l11all|r-\~|]1\u=|kwlll|

SEE COURT ON At

‘In the same limbo”
Advocates welcome Texas ruling
but criticize refusal to block law. A3

To avert shoolting

hone threat-d

Teams use mullipronged
approach to spot risks,
offer help to students

BY Lavea MECKLER
AnD HannaHn NATANSON

A Virginia public school stu-
dent suggested he might carry out
an ethnic cleansing at his school.
Officials were alarmed, but they
weren’t sure whether he was seri-
ous, They convened a team to
assess the threat and notified the
police, whao found an unsecured,
loaded semiautomatic pistol in &
search of his home.

An investigation revealed on-
line messages with a friend in

. schools
eclion efTor

another state considering a simi-
lar act — acts that police then
thwarted, according to  Dewey
Comell, a scholar who keeps track
of these inckdents but does not
give out time or location informa-
tion to protect the confidentiality
of the districts and studemnts.

One of the stickiest dilemmas
that counselors and teachers face
is how to know which students are
poised to commit a hor act of
wiolence and which ones just need
help, even urgemtly. Every day,
they walk a terrifying tightrope:
Remowving every studemt who
shows  disturbing  beh s
would amount to s huge overreae-
tion. Missing just one true killer
could be a tragic underreaction.

“It boils down to a judgment
call.” said Melissa Reeves, former

SEE THREATS ON Als

IN SUNDAY'S POST
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BY MEAGAN FLYNN

He was almost shouting now,
his voice rising as he competed
with the half-dozen demonstra-

tors interrupting him.
Rep. Bob Good (R-V

college-level  academic

the way,” Good said o reporte
gesturing to the s

had just called him a racist. <.
Becanse the left can't handle the

truth.”
“You try bneras:em} history!™a

1 stepped
to the lectern at a news confer-
ence outside the US. Capitol to
introduce his latest hill targeting
critical race theory, calling the
frame-
wark on systemie racism a “viola-
tion of our students’ civil rights.”
“This is what the left does, by

HTNTLE S yuu..’ the protesters

EILL CPLERRY THE WASHINGTON POST

Rep. Bob Good (R-Va.), a self-deseribed bibllcal conservative, In
September Introducing a bill opposing critlcal race theoery.

INSIDE

hman Republican’s political evolution

Bob Good was a quiet Jerry Falwell acolyte. Now he’s a bombastic Marjorie Taylor Greene ally.

soon  began shouting, nearly
drowning him out on that Sep-
tember afternoon as he tried to
invoke the Rev., Martin Luther
King Jr.

But Good was not ashamed. He
was defiant. A longume Citi-
Financial district manager and
Liberty University athletics fund-
raiser, Good had embarked on a
new mission: crusading against
the threats he perceives to the
America of his upbringing — a
smmall Virginia community shaped
by evangelist Jerry Falwell Sr.

The self-described hiblical con-
a former county boand
supervisor in rural central Vir-
ginia, has taken a seorched -earth
approach to his first yvear in Con-
gress, castigating members of his
party he has deemed oot con-

SEE GOOD ON AL$
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<< The Besl of 2021

The Post’s eritics lake a look
bhack at their favorites from
the year in art, dance,

' Hlmn

offers bes
natural wonders and
intrigning history. Travel
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<< Year of grief :
Days afller burying h
Rep. Jamie Raskin lec
impeachment drive against
President Trump over the
Jam. 6 Capitol riot. It was a
channeling of his pain — and
a nod to Tommy, Maga
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REAL ESTATE

More bang for your buck
A $20,000 renovation budget
won't do it all. How to spend wisely
and recoup your irvestment.

THE REGION

Northam sets Va. wish list
The exiting governor umveils pars
of his budget, but Gov-elect Glenn
Youngkin will help reshape it B

THE WORLD

Covax is slow out of gate
The LLN.-led vaccine-sharing efort
is scrambling to deliver well under
half its pledge for the year. A9
THE ECONOMY

A magnet for extremists
Twitter Spaces, a live audio chat
feature, has become a platform for
hate and conspiracy theories. A1l
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deportes

La final familiar

Cambiaso ante sus
sobrinos en Palermo

La Dolfina vs. La Natividad,

conlos Castagnola, porla gloria en polo.

Un clasico para definir hoy AUGE DE LOS BARRIOS
el Topl2dela URBA RIV. 0S CcOS
Andrés Viizguez. Pagina 4 P AD EI ] 1“' \ TA
sabado

La ﬁes’:a del L Ante las limitaciones para viajar al
Eagggl%ﬁgﬂlegug;qgﬁgggs exterior, crece laoferta al este de la ruta

P 11; hay mias de una decena de propuestas
Carlos Delfino. Pagina s para este veranoy también de inversion.

LA NACION

SABADO 11 DE DICIEMERE DE 2021
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Cristina Kirchner le marco
limites a Fernandez para
la negociacion con el FMI

pLAZA DEMAYO. En el acto con Lula, advirtié que “no se va a aprobar ningiin plan que no
permita la recuperacion”; el Presidente replico: “Tranquila, la Argentina del ajuste es historia”

Cristina Kirchner y Alberto Fernandez saludan a la militancia mm:da en la Plaza de Mayuo, luego del acto

Conel presidente Alberto Fernandez
como testigo presencial en la Plaza
de Mavo, Cristina Kirchner acusd
al Fondo Monetario Internacional
(FMI) de "vivir condicionando la
democracia argentina” y advirtid
que “nosevaaaprobar ningan plan
que no permita la recuperacion de
la economia™.

Fernandez recogio el guante a la

hora de cerrar el acto partidista que
encabezaron junitoalos expresiden-
tes Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva y José
Mujica por el aniversario de la recu-
peracitn delademocracia. “Trangui-
la Cristina, novamosanegociarnada
quesignifique ponerencompromiso
el erecimiento y el desarrollo social
en la Argentina. No tengas miedo.
La Argentina del ajuste es historia”.

La Plaza de Mayo estuvo llena
de militantes kirchneristas. An-
te ellos, la vicepresidenta ataco a
Mauricio Macri, cuyo gobierno
comparo con la dictadura militar.
“Estavez novinieron con uniformes
ni con botas; vinieron con togas de
jueces y medios hegemonicos™, dijo,
al denunciar otra vez una persecu-
cion judicial en su contra. Pagina 12

SANTIAGO FILIPUZZT

EMPRESARIOS & CiA.
Epica para un
acuerdo indigerible
Francisco Olivera

Paginadl

El Fondo
pide reducir
el déficity
la emision

Tras una semana de reuniones
técnicas en Washington, el Fondo
Monetario Internacional (FMI) afir-
md gue serdn necesarias “mads dis-
cusiones” para finalizar el acuerdo
por la deuda y ofrecid por primera
vez una hoja de ruta para bajar la
inflacién y encarrilar la economia.
Alli, subrayd la necesidad deunare-
duccidn “gradual” del déficit fiscal,
laacumulacién de reservasy la baja
de la emisidn monetaria.

5i bien el Fondo reconocid que
“hubo avances”, deji entrever que
alin resta recorrer un trecho para
terminar de perfilar el programa.
Sin embargo, fuentes del Minis-
terio de Economia dijeron que no
perdian las esperanzas de cerrarun
acuerdo este afio. Pagina 22

EL ANALISIS

Un didlogo
privado en la
multitud

Mariano Spezzapria

LA MACHON

con el FMI, el Gobierno

protagoniziayerunadisou-
sidn tumulosa ante una Plaza
de Mayo colmada de militantes
oficialistas. Cristina Kirchner
aprovechiel escenario paracon-
dicionar las conversaciones con
el organismo, con la advertencia
-pronunciadadelantedel propio
AlberoFernindez-deque el FMI
les “soltd la mano™ a otros presi-
dentes. Continia enla pagina 13

En medio de la negociacion

Serios incidentes en Miramar tras el
asesinato de un joven por un policia

vioLENCIA. Un agente bonaerense fue detenido por el crimen del adolescente

Dario Palavecino

ENVIADD ESPECIAL

MIRAMAR.- El asesinato del ado-
lescente LucianoOliveraduranteun
operativo policial generd una fuerte

conmiocion en esta ciudad. El joven
de 16 afios intentd eludir un control
cofn una motocicleta, fue persegui-
doy recibid un mortal disparo enel
wirax. “Se me escapdel tiro”, habria
comentado el oficial Maximiliano

Gonzalez, que queds detenido, Fa-
miliaresyamigosdenunciaron gue
se trata de un caso de “gatillo facil”,
y se registraron incidentes frente a
una comisaria v la municipalidad.
Continda enlapigina 36

Renacimiento
economico.
[talia despega
y recupera la
autoestima

Es uno de los paises que

mids crecen hoy en la UE;
Draghi, el motor. paginas

Promueven el
microcentro
porteno como
unazona
residencial

LEY. Habra beneficios
fiscales para inversores
€N esa area. Pagina33
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Pico de inflacdo

sob Bolsonaro
supera o do
governo Dilma

Ainflagio oficial, medida
pelo IFCA, alcangou o pi-
co de 10,74% no acumulado
de 12 meses até novembro,
informou ontem o IBGE.

Issosignifica que o indi-
o no governo Jair Bolso
naro (PL) superouaaltade
pregos registrada na ges-
téo Dilma Rousseff (PT).
No segundo mandarto da
petista, a inflacio tam-
bém disparou, atingindo
10,71% em 12 meses até ja-
neiro de 2016. Mercado A19

Asfalto pago por
lider governista
derrete em PE

O lider do governo no Se-
nado, Fernando Bezerra
Coelho (MDEBE-PE), dire-
cionou em 2019 e 2020 a0
menos RS zoo milhdes em
pavimentagiio na regiao de
Petrolina (PE) —a maior

arte via emendas de re-
ator. De ma qualidade, o
asfalto esfarela e ja foi ape-
lidado de farofa. poder aq

Cicero Silva, 66, aowl-adodesw Fusca, em Petroliﬁa:

Ataque hacker tira do ar sites
da Satude e do ConecteSUS

Um atague hacker tirou do ar ontem sites do Ministério
da Satide e do ConecteSUS. Apds a acio, 0 governo adiou
EIMN LUIMa Semana a quarentena para viajantes njovacina-
dos, e a pasta disse nio saber se houve perda de dados. m

705 mil brancos tém mais renda
que 33 milhdes de negras mercago iz

Cristina Serra

Lula, Alckmin...

E o que mais?

Nao deixa de ser notavel a
disposicao para o didlogo
entre adversirios, como
Lula e Alckmin. Urmna com-
posicio como essa envolve
O Compromisso e o equili-
brio de concessdes e van-
tzt&;enspam odos os enval-
vidos, algo complexo mes-
mao para os politicos mais
habilidosos. opiniaoc sz

Auxilio comeca a
ser pago com 2,5 mi
de familias de fora

Mereado A17

Esquerda latina
geriu melhor época
da regiao, diz Lula
Erm ato com tom de comi-
cio promovido pelo gover-
no da Argentina dianve da
Casa Rosada, o ex-presi-
dente Luiz Indcio Lula da
Silva disse que lideres de
esquerda representaram
o “melhor momento da
democracia” na América
Latina. Ele elogiou Alber
o Ferndndez. Mundo A1z

Deltan se filia ao
Podemos em
evento com Moro

Poder A10

Inclusao ameacgada

Decreto de [air Bolsonaro pode ser entrave extra para que
pais atinja, até 2024, meta de universalizar acesso a educa-
¢ao basica de pessoas com deficiéncia narede regular. p.a

Esporte B7
Grémio vive
trajetoria inédita de
gloria e derrocada
depois de Série B

Hustrada C1

Folhinha C10
Programa '‘Quintal
da Cultura’ completa
uma década e
ganha especial

‘And Just Like That..! retoma ‘Sex and the
City’ com personagens na casa dos 50 anos
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Jari condena quatro
pelas 242 mortes
em incéndio na Kiss

Dono da boate em Santa Maria (RS) € sentenciado a 22
anos de prisao; socio, a 19; e musico e assistente a 18 anos

Um dos incéndios mais le-
tais da histéria recente teve
ontem seu desfecho juridi-
co: 0s quatro réus julgados
pelas 242 mores em 27 ja-
neiro de 2c13 na boate Kiss,
em Santa Maria (RS), foram
condenados aaté 22 anos de
prisio por homicidio e ten-
tativa de homicidio. Um ha-
beas corpus preventivo, po-
rém, suspendeu por ora o
cumprimento das penas.

Elissandro Spohr, o dono
da boate responsabilizado
pelo uso do forre de espu-
ma que propagou as chamas
e intoxicou as vitimas, rece-
beu a sentenga mais longa.
Seu socio, Mauro Hoffmann,
foicondenadoa1g anos, eo
wvocalista da banda que to-
cava naguela noite, Marce-
lo de Jesus dos Santos, a18,
assim como o assistente de
palco Luciano Bonilha Leao.

Lula cumprimenta o presidenargentim,Alberw Fernandez, na Casa Rosada vuaofical no Teitzer

Ojuiz Orlando Faccini Ne-
to, que proferiua sentenga,
disse ter se tratado do ja-
ri mais dificil de sua carrei-
ra, dada acarga de emogio.

O julgamento precisou ser
transferido para Porto Ale-
gre porque em Santa Maria
muitos conheciam os mor-
tos. A defesa chegou a apre-
sentar uma carta que ale-
gou ser psicografada de uma
das vitimas. Cotidiano B4

Fala anticorrupcio de
Bolsonaro em ciipula
ignora casos na gestiio ais

Falta de remédios e de
insumos para exames
afeta postos em SP sz

Amnatel facilita identificar
telemarketing ao criar

prefixo exclusivo aze

EDITORIAIS A2

Meios péssimos
Sobre violacio do teto de
gastos para pagar auxilio,

Regular e informar
Arespeito de combate aos
maleficios do tabagismo.
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Comiso de bienes sera por G. 240.000 millones mas USD 11 millones
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15 aios de carcel: Ejemplar pena
para Ramon Gonzalez Daher

®5u hijo Fernando Gonzalez
fue sentenciado a 5 afios

®Remiten a Fiscalia caso de
jueces y fiscales sometidos

@ litima Hora empez6 con
las publicaciones del caso

Emblematico fallo. [
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El martes estaran dictamenes = Informe de la Contraloria

Corredores seguros Remesaban millones a EEUU
PPQ pide que la La Gobernacion del | A partir del lunes  La Fiscalia allana
intervencion de Guaira en la mira 13 se habilita el empresas bajo
Central se defina  por uso irregular de = paso a Argentina sospecha de
el miércoles G. 6.300 millumi por Falcon y Alberdi  lavado para Cucho
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Cumbre sobre la democracia

Abdo reconoce un Poder
Judicial débil y corrupcion
que se filtra como humedad
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En Luque una familia fue victima del ardid
Descubren red que con

ordenes de desalojo falsas
se apoderaba de viviendas
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LA FRANCE GAGNEE
PAR LA VOGUEDE LA
DANSE COUNTRY race17
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NOUVELLE-
CALEDONIE
Un troisiéme
référendum

en forme d'impasse
PAGE 6

DROITE

Valérie Pecresse
et Xavier Bertrand
unis contre

le chef de I'Etat

PAGES®

GUERRE
D'ALGERIE

La France accélére
l'ouverture

de ses archives

Variant Omicron : ce qui
inquiete, ce qui rassure

Alors que I'épidémie de Covid-19 continue a progresser en France, cette nouvelle souche
découverte en Afrique du Sud suscite toujours de nombreuses interrogations.

Pour le moment, Delta poursuit
sa course el la cingquicme vague
déferle sur la France, méme si
elle commence a montrer des
signes de ralentissement. Mais
le nouveau variant Omicron,
détecté en Afrique du Sud il v a
une guinzaine de jours et qui

s'implante en Europe, pour-
rait-il changer le visage de
Iépidémie? Ses tris nombreu-
ses  mutations avaient fait
craindre une plus forte conta-
giosité et une plus grande virmn-
lence. Tl apparait, selon les pre-
mieres données disponibles,

que si cette nouvelle version du
Sars-CoV-2 se transmet & un
rythme encore plus rapide que
le variant Delta, elle pourrait
ne pas provoquer davantage de
formes graves, Reste une in-
connue de taille: quelle est la
protection apportée par la vac-

PAGE 9

UKRAINE

Joe Biden tente
de rassurer Kiev
fare a4 la Russie

PAGE 11

ROUBAIX

La verbalisation
n'effraie pasles
squatteurs de halls
d'immeuble

PAGE13

CADEAUX

Les coups de cosur

de la rédaction
PAGES 2 ET 33
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Re-pomes;.lln question

Approuvez-vous

la decision des mairies
qui interdisent le foie gras
dans les réceptions
officielles?

NON
85°%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 117 637

Ooul
15%

Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigaro.fr
Etes-wous favorable
== ala décision d'ouvrir les
=== archives sur les enquétes
== judiciaires relatives
§_ ala guerre d'Algérie?

JEAN-PERRE AMET/ONERGENCE -
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‘I'Ie sports d’hiver :

. une réouverture sous le signe de I'o

Aprés une saison blanche en raison de I'épidémie de Covid, les vacanciers sont décidés a retrouver les joies
de la montagne. Les stations de ski ont fait le plein de réservations pour Noél et les fétes de fin d'année. Page 22

B3 EDITORIAL per pritipe cete pocicicrigoss

Pédalage en tandem

ENA  awvait autrefois une
épreuve dite de « pédalage de
groupe:, dans laguelle il ne
servait i rien d'arriver pre
mier si vous n'éticz pas capa-
ble de faire avancer vos équiplers au méme
rythme. C'est le défi que devra relever Em
manuel Macron durant sa présidence de
I"'Union européenne, qui va coincider avec sa
campagne ¢lectorale. Ce premier de la classe
a fait connaissance vendredi avec son now
veau partenaire de tandem franco-allemand,
Olaf Scholz, Un petit bonhomme au sourire
énigmatique, qui ne paye pas de mine mais a
fait la preuve de son habilets et de sa ténacité
pour succeder i Angela Merkel. Sa force, di
sent ceux qui ke connaissent, procéde souvent
d’avoir éré sous-estimé, A qui le comparait
avec mepris i un Schtroumpt, il avait répon-
du non sans astuce : « [ls sont petits, malins et
ils gagnent a tous les coups [»
[rans un cours magistral de deux heures, per-
formance intellectuelle aussi l:nurqu.ablt'
quépuisante, le président francals a exposé
Jeudi son plan de bataille pour un semestre ol
il se voit manifestement en grand timonier de
IEurape. Reprise en main des frontieres et

des flux migratoires, refonte du modéle euro-
péen de croissance, taxe carbone sur les im-
portations dans I'UE, boussole stratégique
pour plus de souverainete, défense des va
leurs, relations de voisinage avec I' Afrique et
les Balkans... Emmanuel Macron a une solu
tion pour tout. Souvent intelligente, ration
nelle, idéale. C'est la spécialité des Frangais,
la «vision» a laquelle tous les autres de-
wvraient adhérer s'ils avaient un minimum de
bon sens. Ce qul leur
mangue, en général,
c'est la méthode pour
arriver au consensus,
Angela Merkel avait sa
recette: I'écoute sans
préjugeés et la prise en
compte des intéréts
spéeifiques des autres
pays, ¥ compris des plus petits - tout en pré-
servant en priorité ceux de I"Allemagne. Olaf
Scholz, qui a «cloné » I'inusable chanceliére,
devralt marcher dans ses traces. Le prochain
président du Conseil de I'UE poairrait en bé
neficier, pour peu qu'il soit prét a ajuster ses
idées luminewses aux dures réalités d'un club
avingt-sept.®

Aux

Francais la
vision, aux
Allemands
la méthode
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cination et/ou une précédente
infection contre o nouveau
variant? Face a Omicron, il
semble que la troisieme dose
soit plus que jamais nécessaire,
En attendant peut-étre que les
fabricants de vaccins ne déei-
dent dadapter leurs produits.

< LE VARIANT STMPLANTE
SUR LE VIEUX CONTINENT
= POURQUOI LES VACCINS
SONT-ILS MOINS EFFICACES
FACE A OMICRON ?

< EN FRANCE, L EPIDEMIE

PROGRESSE MAIS A UN RYTHME
PLUS LENT PAGES ZET 4
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Olaf Scholz
et Emmanuel
Macron
tentent

de partir
du bon pied

Ayant réserveé i Paris sa premig
re sortie de chancelier vendredi,
Olaf Scholz s’est felicité d'une
rencontre o rés amicale s avec
Emmanuel Macron, assurant
que «la relation (franco-alle
mande) confinuera a éviluer po-
sitivement =, « Nows avons la vo
lonté de faire travailler ensemble
nos dewy payss, a confirmé le
président, cvoguant une « solide
comvergence de vies -, Certaines
mégociations, notamment oo
THHTIQUWES, 5" annoncent oepen-
dant délicates. PAGELD

46 avenue Montaigne, Paris
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Tough Covid curbs needed
by next week, leak reveals

Exclusive Officials call
for urgent action to avoid
mass hospitalisations

Rowena Mason
Deputy political editor

Britain’s top public health officials
have advised ministers that “strin-
gent national measures” need to be
imposed by 18 December to avoid
Covid hospital admissions passing

Pressure on
PM to say

if parties
held in flat

Aubrey Allegretti
Heather Stewart
Peter Walker

Boris Johnson is under growing pres-
sure to confirm whether parties were
held in his Downing Street flat in
defiance of Covid rules during lock-
downs last year.

The prime minister’s former
adviser Dominic Cummings claimed
vesterday that photographs could
come to light proving such gather-
ings were held. Sources have told the
Guardian that on the day Cummings
dramatically quit Downing Street in
November last year, blaring music
and aides chatting were heard in the
No 11 residence where Johnson lives
with his wife, Carrie.

Separately, the Guardian

last winter's peak, according to doc-
uments leaked to the Guardian.
Sajid Javid, the health secretary,
received a presentation from the UK
Health Security Agency (UKHSA) on
Tuesdaywarning that even if the new
Omicron variant led to less serious
disease than Delta, it risked over-
whelming the NHS with 5,000 people
admitted to hospital a day.
Inaninterview with the Guardian,
the epidemiologist Prof Neil Fergu-
son said the total could be double
that number, while the Scottish first

festive ec1pe v

f'ul\f

minister, Nicola Sturgeon, warned
of a “potential tsunami” of Omicron
infections in Scotland, It comes as
experts revealed vesterday that three
vaccine doses give 70%-75% protec-
tion against the Omicron variant - but
two doses offer little protection.

“Ithink what we're seeingis that if
vou've had twodoses more than three
manths ago, thenit's not going to pre-
vent you from getting symptomatic
disease,” said Dr Susan Hopkins,
UKHSA chief medical adviser,

No 10 insisted there were no

Kate Grlﬂiths MP

Ex-Tory minister § 4
husband raped
and coerced her,
court concludes
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The toxic
truth
about
fashion
By supermodel
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imminent plans to bring in more
restrictions after plan B meas-
ures were announced for England
this week, but the cabinet minister
Michael Gove, who chaired a Cobra
meeting yesterday, said the gov-
ernment had been presented with
some “very challenging informa-
tion” about the speed of the spread.

The Guardian has seen leaked
advice from UKHSA for Javid marked
“official, sensitive” saying: “The key

point is that under a range oe
of plausible scenarios,
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