$610_u4881

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

[; DOW JONES

At G

ek k w

WEDNESDAY,

DECEMEBER 8. 2021 - VOL. CCLXXVIIT NO. 135

WSJ.com

ke x 5500

DHA 25771943 4 492,490 1.4%

NASDAQ 15635692 & 2.0%

STOXX 600 450.12 & 2.9%

10-¥R.TREAS. ¥

14132, yield 1.479%

OIL 572.05 & 5256

GOLD 31,7E2.60 & $5.10

EURD %1.1263 YEN 11257

What’'s
News

Business 25 Finance
—

merican Airlines CEO

Doug Parker will retire
from that job next year
and hand over the reins to
Robert Isom, the com-
pany’s president. Al
# Companies are planning
for steeper wage increases
next year than at any pom‘t

+ Evergrande didn't make
payments due on some U5,
dollar bonds before a final
deadline expired on Monday,
potentially setting the stage
for a macsive default. B1

#+ Biden's nominee to lead
the OCC withdrew from
consideration amid oppo-
sition from Republicans
and e

#+ 1.5, stocks continued to
rebound, with the S&P 500,
Nasdaq and Dow adding 2.1%,
3% and 1.4%, respectively. B12
+ The flood of everyday

Americans into options trad-
ing has drawn a skeptical

eyve from U.S. regulators. Bl

fect in Jamuary when a new
5G wireless service makes

its debut, even as efforts to
awvold disruptions continue, A2

+ Instagram unveiled a
raft of new features that it
said would make its site
safer for teenagers. B4

Ommmdm
ing the amount of ethanol
and.otherbmfue]sthatn‘mst
be blended into gasoline this
year and retroactively low-
ered last year's mandate. A3

Nation Marks 80th Anmversary of Attack on Pearl Harbor

IN HONOR: World War Il veterans are mornd to the Freedom Wall for a
rate the B0th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor at the World War 1l Memorial in Washington, D.C. A&

Voters Signal Peril for Democrats

Participants of first
Journal poll are sour
on Biden and economy
ahead of midterm year

By Aaron ZITNER

WASHINGTON—Voters are
heading into the midterm elec-
tion year in a souwr mood, pessi-
mistic about the economy and
short on confidence in the lead-
ership of President Biden and

his party on the isswses that con-
cern them most, a new Wall
Street Journal poll finds.,

The survey reveals a set of
danger signs for the Democratic
Party as it prepares to defend
narrow majorities in the House
and Senate. Voters by a large
margin see economic and fiscal
issues, including inflation, as the
priorities for Washington, and
they view the GOP as better able
to handle them.

A silver lining for Democrats
is that the party's initiatives in

plit cver
vaccine requirement .

Congress—the recently enacted
bipartisan  infrastructure  bill
and a proposed set of climate
and social-spending programs—
hawve the potential to draw addi-
tional support from voters whao

eath-laying v Tuesday Lo Commemo-

are undecided on their 2022
choice, the poll found. Demo-
crats are also viewed as best
able to control the pandemic,
cut healthcare prices and im-
prove education.

More voters say they would
back a Republican than a Dermo-
crat for Congress, 44% to 41%, if
2022 elections were held today.
a lead that is within the polls
margin of error. Some 41% ap-
prove of Mr. Biden's job perfor-
mance, with 57% disapproving,

Please turn fo page AS

Biden
Warns
Putin on
Ukraine
Invasion

President tells Russian
leader military action
will prompt sanctions,
stronger responses

WASHINGTON—President
Biden warned Russian President
Viadimir Putin that the US. and
its allies would meet a new mil-
itary invasion of Ukraine with
strong  economic  penalties,
mowves to bolster Ukrainian de-
fenses and fortify support for
Eastern European nations,

By Vivian Salarmra
arnd Alex Leary in
Washington and Armn
M. Simmons in Moscow

For two hours on Tuesday,
the two leaders held a secure
video call to address what the
U.S. has described as large and
unusual  froop  movements
near Russia®s border with
Ukraine in recent weeks.

Mr. Biden reaffirmed US.
support for Ukraine's sover-
eignty and urged Mr Putin to
return to diplomatic talks to re-
solve the conflict in Ukraine’s
Donbas region, where Kyiv is
fighting Russian-backed sepa-
ratists, White House national
security adviser Jake Sullivan
said following the call. The twao
presidents, he said, also dis-
cussed strategic stability, ran-

Please turn to page ALl

Companies
Plan Hefty
Raises for

Ukraine with strong eco-
o5 and moves
:il'nifi:nrl:lf;l"lr support for East- Or ers
erm European nati Al
- — N By Davin HARRISON

passing a bill late Tue:

that paves the way for Con-
Eress to prevent a default, AG
+ The House approved a
$778 billion defense-policy
and budget bill that authorizes
more in defense

than requested by Biden. A8

# The Omicron variant of
coronavires can partially evade
the protection afforded by
vacrines,

cooperate with its probe. A4
# A bipartisan
appainted by Biden unani-
mously adopted a report de-
controversies over the
Supreme Court and assessing
proposals to address them, AS
# Saudi Arabia is appealing
for a resupply of defensive
missiles as its arsenal of the
interceptors dwindles. ALO

Companies are planning for
steeper wage iNcreases next
year than at any point since the
2007-09 recession, according to
a new report, amid a tight la-
bor market and the highest in-
fation in three decades.

A survey by the Conference
Board set for release Wednes-
day finds that companies are
setting aside an average 3.9%
of total payroll for wage in-
creases next vear, the most
since 2008,

The survey shows compa-
nies are planning on raising
salary ranges, which would re-
sult in higher minimum, me-
dian and maximum salaries.
That sugegests pay raises could
be broad-based and affect
workers across a Company’s
pay scale. The resalts are a
sign the recent acceleration in
private-sector wages is likely
to carry over into 2022

Such a sustained rise in
wages could push consumer
prices higher, as companies
raise prices to compensate for
pay increases. The dynamic of
higher wages and prices could
further stoke inflation and in-
crease the chance of a spiral
of rising wages and prices
feeding on each other that
could be difficult to stop.

Roughly 39% of respon-
dents to the survey said infla-

Please turn to page A7

Stocks Rally on Variant Relief

Hopes that Omicron will have less of an impact on the
economy than feared gave stocks another boost Tuesday. B12

Index performance Tuesday
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Amazon Unsettles
L.abor Markets

Waages rise when e-commerce giant comes

to town, but so doe

By SesasTian HERRERA

Max Ramirez knew he had
a problem when he found out
about the truck.

About two years ago, Ama-
zon.com Inc, emplovees
rigged a wehicle to carry a
makeshift billboard advertis-
ing starting pay of roughly
$16 an hour. They drove the
truck all over the small Texas
city where Mr. Ramirez helps
run a rival warehouse opera-
tion.

Within a few months, a
handful of the employees at

s worker turnover

his company, mattress manu-
facturer Serta Inc., had de-
camped to Amazon. “We had
no choice but to compete,” he
said. The company raised its
starting pay by roughly $2 to
about $15 an hour and has
since raised it about another
dollar, he said.

As companies across the
LS. fight to find workers,
Amazon is emerging as a de
facto wage-and-benefit setter
for a large pool of low-skilled
workers. Business experts
have long researched what is

Please turn fo page A12

JOURNAL REPORT
Cybersecurity: Holiday
online scams and how

to avoid them. R1-8
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Passengers have a
new check-in:
reservations for airport
security. A13

Farewell, Friday Brunch: U.A_E.
Adopts Western Workweek

= -

=

Gulf state is switching schedule to start

on M

By Rory Jowes

DUBAT—Mounia Touhami
used to lowve working Sundays,
the first day of the workweek
in the United Arab Emirates.
The U.S. and Europe were off
for the weekend, and the fi-
nancier had a guiet day to get
things done.

ndays, changing weekend plans

MNow, her adopted country
is switching to match the rest
of the world with a Monday to
Friday week, starting Jan. 1.
The French expatriate fears
she'll work six days a week as
clients in other Gulf countries
continue to work Sunday
through Thursday, and her col-

Please turn fo page A1Z

American
Leader in

Airlines’
Crisis

To Leave as CEO

By ALISON SIDER

American  Airlines Group
Inc. Chief Executive Doug
Parker will retire from that job
next year after two decades
runmning airlines, handing the
reins to a longtime lieutenant
as the company begins to
emerge from the pandemic.

Robert Isom, who has
served as American’s presi-
dent since 2016, will take over
as CECQ on March 31, 2022,
the company said Tuesday.
Mr. Parker will continue to
serwve as chairman of the com-
pany’s board,

Mr. Parker's career has
been bookended by erises: He
ook the helm at America West
Airlines in 2001, just 10 days
before the Sept. 11 terrorist at-
tacks. Now he is departing as
airlines try to move past the
Covid-19 pandemic. He has
been a champion of consolida-

tion, engineering mergers that
transformed the industry and
built American Airlines into an
industry glant.

Mr. Parker was gquick to rec-
ognize last year that airlines
would need financial help to
avoid catastrophe during the
pandemic, becoming one of
the most vocal and visible ad-
wvocates for a $54 billion gow-
ernment payroll support pro-
gram., American was
particularly vulnerable, having
entered the pandemic with
more debt than rivals.

Thar aid helped avert thou-
sands of layvoffs, but it has
been called into question lately
by lawmakers who have be-
come frustrated that some car-
riers, including American, have
struggled with staffing and
other problems as they have
emerged from the pandemic.

People who have worked

Please rurn to page A2
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Isthe gig up?

Uber ruling on worker status rattles

platform economies — raGE 9

Toying with populism

Peace in the west has made politics

reckless — JANAN GANESH, PAGE 19

USA 57,50 Canada CS3.00

Next step for quants

Computer-driven trading moves into

corporate debt arena —eis reap. P

US urges Berlin to block Russian
gas line in event of Ukraine strike

& Sanctions readied to deter invasion & Biden warns Putin not to act @ Tension over Nord Stream

HEMNEY FOY — BRUSSELS

KATRINA MAMSON — WASHINGTOM
GEORGE PARKER — LOMOON

MAX SEDDON — MOSCOW

The U5 has called on Germany to com-
it b scrapping Russia’s Mord Stream 2
pas pipeline as part of 2 package of
potential sanctions that would be impde-
mented in the event that Vadimir Putin
imvades Ukraine.

“The demand for Berlin and Brussels
to inchad e a block on the pipeline as part
of the sanctlons package came as US
president Joe Biden used a two- hour
wid e call with Russia’s presbdent yester-
day to warn him of “strong economic

other measures” inthe event of mil-
itary escalation in the region.

“The threat to Mord Stream 2 comes as
part of measures suggested by the Us
Including blocking converting roubles
to dollars and potential sanctions tar-
geting Russian oligarchs, twe officials
with knowledge of the measures told the
Fimancial Times.

The mowe has created tension
between Washington and Berlin, “There
have been some pretty robust conversa-
thoms about it,” said one western diplo-
mat. “But ultimately a consensus could
emerge that if there |5 a serious iInvasion
of Ukraine, Mord Stream 2 becomes
untenable”

A US afficial said that the new Ger-
man government was expected to be
“more helpful™ to the 1S pressure cam-
paign. The Biden administration is
atternpting towin European buy-in fora
strong package of sanctions, but people
Eamiliar with the matter said that it had
yet to fully win over Germany.

Us officials are expected w travel to
Germany as s0on as the country's new
posernument isinplace.

“Nord Steam 2 is always an elephant
in the room," said the Us official. 1t
Looims large anything to do with
Fosssia, Germany and Ukralne.”

Western officials briefed on the think-
ing in Washington said that any restric-
tions on rouble conversion Inte western

Milder symptoms Invite
vigllant hope on Omicron

‘Global heatth bodies that have been
alarmed by South Africa’s rapid rise in
‘Cmicron Infections will be reassured
bry @arly dara on the coronains
variant that suggest that it keads onky
to mild symptoms. However, experts
are warning that Gmicron’s highsr
trarsmission rates could still
owerehelm hospitals, and concern i
growing In nelghibouring Zimbabwe,
whera surging rates ane beginning to
test the creakang healthcare systam.
Analysis » PASED

Joe Biden, right,
with secretary of
state Antony
Blinken, second
right, speaks to
viadimir Putin
on screen from
the White House
in Washington
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currencies wonkd make Russianoil sales
“much more difficalt”. They say that
sanctions would “clearly go much fur-
ther™ than western reprisals after Bus-
sia'samnexationof Crimea in 2004,
Baoth Putin and Biden hawve told their
teams “to follow up” on their call,
acoording to a White House readoat,
which added that the US would do so in
close co-ordination with its Enropean
allies and partiers. Biden was Lust night
set to brie keaders of France, Germany,
Italy and the UK and, separately.
Ukraine president Volodymyr Zelensky
following the call. The Kremlin gave no
immediate readout an the call.
Thee 15 has spent wee ks attempting to
convince European partners of the risk
that Putin might invade Ukmaine early
next year and shaping an aggressive

response todeter him, Itis unclear what
type of military escalation would trigger
sanciions or other measures,

Putin inktially dended that the “little
green men” without nsignia who seized
the Crimean peninsula from Ukraioe in
2004 were Russian special forces, and
contimaes to insist that Moscow 1s not
inwolved in the separatist war in
Ukraine's sast — despite ample evidence
to the comtrary.

The EU alse yesterday vowed to
expand punitive measures agalnst kus-
sla in case of “further aggressisn”
towards Ukraine. Ursula won der Leyen,
the EU commisalon chief, told EU
ambassadors that the bloc would
“respond appropriately to any forther
aggressions . . . taken against us or our
neighbours including Ukralne” and

woukd take “additional restrictive meas-
ures” beyond economic sanetions in
case of an invasion,

“wie would rather engage construc-
tively with Moscow,” she said. “But it
depends on them. And carrently it's
FRussia’s deliberate chabces and ageres-
sive actions that continue to destabilise
security n Europe”

Eiden meiterated his support for “a
return to diplomacy” on the call,
according to the White Flouse readout,
wihdle thetwo leaders alsodiscussed ran-
samwareand Iran.

Kremlin officials have in the past
denied an intention to mvade Ulkraine
and sadd that Moscow merely sought to
dissuade Ukraine of a military opera-
tion to reclaim territory controlled by
separatists in Donbas.

UAE to rest on Sundays and adopt
west's working week to lure expats

EIMEOM KERR — DUBAI

The United Aral Emirates government
15 shifting the national weekend to Sat
urday and Sunday to synchromise with
global markets, instituting a four-and-
a-half day working week from Jansary.
Changes o the worldng week, which
runs from Sunday to Thursday, aim to
“boost work-life balance and enhance
social wellbeing™, the government said.
The new schadule would “align the UAE
with global markets, ensuring smooth
financlal. trade and economic ransac-
tions with other countries that follow a
Saturday/Sunday weekend”.

The move is the latest in a series of
changes by the odl-rich Gulf state to
makeitself more attractive to expatriate
staff, boost its recovery from the pan-
dembc and enable It o compete better
with Sandi Arabia.

The UAE said its shorter working
week was the first global shift away from
the standard five-day week and wounlbd
apply to UAE federal entities, which will
work from 7.30am to S:30pm on Mon-
day to Thursday and from 7.30am to 12
noon on Friday. The Dubal government
sabd it would follow suii.

The emirate’s education regulator
said the private education sector would
also “ensure a smooth transition” to
adopting the new working week ina
move likely to persuade the private sec-
torto ke similar arr

Employees would be able to work
from bome on Fridays or arrange hours
ana fexitime basks, the UAE added.

The UAE sabd Friday sermon and
prayers, an important day of collective
1slamic worship and family gathering,
would start at 1.15pm across all seven
emirates.

The shift triggered resistance from
some copservative Muslim segments of
the population. The government had in
May dismbssed sodal media mamours of
achangetothe weekend as “fake news™

Bat offickals have been determined to
press alead, as the Gulf state seeks to
modernise is economy and diversify
away from oll dependency. “The mes-
sage being sent is clears this is no longer
an Islamic country but an international
coumtry whers all relighons coexist,” sald
omee senlor businessman.

About 90 per cent of the 10m popula-
thom are foreigners. The UAE has intno-
duced other reforms to align itselfl with
international nor s, including allowing
unmarried couples tr cohabit; opening
local family law courts aligned with
expatriates’ home jurisdictions; and
permitting forelgners to own businesses
without the need of a national partner.
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Briefing

» D Bahn Iraud claims not told to auditor
The railways group did not “comprehensively
inform"” Pwe of fraud claims at Germany's largest
infrastructure project, adecision thatexperts said
fell short of audit standards. — pase &

» German hints on fiscal rules reform
Germany’s incoming fnamo: minkster has stressed
the need for eurozone “stability™ but said it should be
comibsed with “growth and hvvestment ™, in a sk of
openness toreforming Eunope’s fiscal rales.— pace 2

» US draws im more UK financial services
The US has beapifrogged the EUT as the Lead ing
destination for Britlsh finandalservices exports
after the UK’ trade with the Buropean bloc declined
Following Brexit.— Pace &

» Aramco chiel warns over lossil fuel shift
The head of the world's largest

oil producer has urged leaders

toinwest in fosai] foels or ran the

riskof high inflation amnd seclal

unrest thatwould force them to

end emissions targets.— pase 1

» Intel to seck listing for Mobileye unit
The Us chipmaker plans to seel a separate stock
market Hsting for its awtonomon s-vehicle business
as it tries toshore up its battered stock price under
chief executive Pat Gelsinger.— PAGE & LEX, PAGE 20

» Evergrande bondholders left unpaid
Some imvestors in the most ind chéed property
developer say they that Tave ot received crucial
bond pryments after the expiry ofa 30-day grace
period, asthe group edges closer toa default.— Paces

» Law spat delays Poland’s EU viras fumnds
Inasign af the EU gulfon judicial independence, a
Brussels official hassald that Poland’s ap plicatbon for
Edllions of euros in pandemic funding is unkikely to
be approved before the end ofthe yrar— mse 2

Datawatch
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“Aldl the News
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Late Edition
Today, clowdy, light snow, little or noe
accumulation, high 41. Tonight, par-
tial clearing, low 31, Tomorrow, peri-
odic sunshine xnd clouds, high 43,
Weather map appears on Page B10.
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Casﬁ Cusj“‘ons Stimulus Had Greatest Effect on Poorer Households, but the Gains Leveled Off U.S WARNS PUTIN
Por Amerioans | SCNSSURELESIAT e S OF COSTS FOR ANY
UKRAINE INVASION
First stimulus Stimulus

Even More Uncertainty
for Many Families

By TALMON JOSEPFH SMITH

Infusions of government cash
that warded off an economic ca-
lamity have left millions of house-
holds with bigger bank balances
than before the pandemic — saw-
ings that have driven a torrent of
consumer spending, belped pay
off debts and, at times, reduced
the urgency of job hunts.

Bul many low-income Ameri-
cans find their savings dwindling
or even depleted. And for them,
the economic recovery is looking
less buoyant.

Over the past 18 months or so,
experts have been closely track-
ing  the multitrillion-dollar  in-
crease in what economists call
“pxcess savings” generally de-
fined as the amount by which peo-
ple's cash reserves during the
Covid-1% crisis exceeded what
they wiould have normally saved.

According to Moody®s Analyt-
ics, an economic research firm,
these  excess  savings  among
many working- and middle-class
households could be exhausted as
s00n as early next year — notonly
reducing their financial cushions
but also potentially affecting the
economy, since consumer spenc-
ing is such a large share of activity.
Additionally, many pandemic-era
federal programs expired in Sep-
tember, including the federal sup-
plement to unemployment bene-
fits.

In April 2020, after the pan-
demlc’s ourser, the nation's per-
somal saving rate — the percent-
age of overall disposable income
that goes into savings each month
— jumped fourfold from its Febru-
ary 2020 level to 34 percent. Some
of that spike in savings resulted
from government checks of up to
£1,200 sent to Most Americans;
some simply stemmed from re-
duced spending by firmly middle-
class or al'ﬂuent houssholds dur-
ing lock

Themtepeakedsgmnstzﬁper—
cent this past spring after another
round of direct federal payments.

But the personal saving rate
doesn't account for how those saw-

Continued on Page A1T

Redrawn Maps
Turn California
Into Battlefield

By JONATHAN WEISMAN

FRESNO, Calif. — For nearly
three years, Phil Arballo has been
running for Congress against Rep-
resentative Devin Munes, the Re-
publican that Democrats across
the country have loved to loathe,

and compiling an email outreach
list that is all the more impressive
considering his lack of political ex-

perience.
Om  Monday, Mr MNunes an-
nounced resign from

CungressaLyenr's end to lead for-
mer President Donald J. Trump's
media and technology company,
continuing an unswerving fealty
to Mr. Trump that had turned him
into a national figure of admira-
tion on the right and contempt on
the befi.

Mr. Nunes was prodded towand
that decision in large part by the
nonpartisan  Califormia  Citizens
Redistricting Commission, which
this week is putting the finishing
touches on new boundaries.

The plan is likely to transform
the district he has represented for
18 years from a dusty, rural swath
that voted for M Trump in 2020
by 5 percentage points into one
centered here in Fresno, the fifth-
largest city in California, which
Joseph R Biden Jr would have
carried handily.

Continued on Page Al15
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On the Banks of the Congo River, a 5-Star Emporium of Ambition

Hotel Attracts Global Cast of Cobalt Dealmakers

s N FaR i
The Congolese president, Felix Tshjsl:kt:dl.. at top in gray suit,
arrived in April at the Fleuve Congo Hotel in Kinshasa.

[Ep——r—

This article is by Dionne Searcey,
Eric Lipton and Michael Forsythe,

KINSHASA, Democratic Re-
public of Congo — The lobhy of the
Fleuve Congo Hotel was a swirl of
double-breasted suits and tailored
dresses one April morming. Shiny
gold warches dangled from wrists,
Stiletios clacked across marble
floors, Smooth jazz played as men
in designer lnafers sipped espres-
s05.

Situated on the banks of the
muddy, furious Congn River, the
Fleuve is an emporium of ambi-
tion in a nation that, despite ex-
treme poverty and chrenic cor-
ruption, serves up raw materials
to the planet’s battle
against climate change.

The sail in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo is bursting with
<obalt and other metals vsed in
the production of electric car I:\at-
teries, wind turbines and ot
mainstays of the green Energ}
revodution. Practically ewveryone
who passes through the hotel,
where the air<conditioning bartles
the sweltering heat, seems deter-
mined w grab a piece of the
wealth.

Just off the lobby that day, near
a sumpluous brunch buffer, sat
Dikembe Mutombo, the 7-foot-2
former MN.B. AL All-Star player. He
had teamed up in his quest for
mineral riches with Gentry
Beach, a Texas hedge-fund man-

ager who is a family friend and
major fund-raiser to former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump. Mr Muo-
tombo shared his table with a top
Congolese mining lawyer-turned-
politician whose affice is conven-
iently located in a complex near
the hotel,

Mr Mutombo is among a wave
of adventurers and opportunists
who have filled a vacuwm created
by the departure of major Ameri-
can mining companies, and by the
reluctance of other traditional
Western firms to do business in a
country with a reputation for La-
bor abuses and bribery.

The list of fortune hunters in-
cludes Erik Prince, the security
contractor and ex-Navy SEAL;
Jide Zeitlin, the Nigerian-born for-
mer chief executive of the parent
company of Coach and Kate
Spade; and Alilaune Thiam, the
Senegalese-American  musician
known as Akon.

All have heen drawn to Congo's
high-risk, high-reward mining
sector as the demand for cobalt
has  skyrocketed because ao-
tomakers around the world are
speeding up plans two convert from
gasoline- o electric-powersd
feets.

Maost recently, Ford Motor, Gen-
eral Motors and Tovela an-
nounced they would spend bdl
lkonsof dollars to build battery fac-

Comtinued on Page A12

2-HOUR VIRTUAL SUMMIT

Too Early to Tell if Tense
Discussion Will Ease
Immediate Crisis

By DAVID E. SANGER
‘and MICHAEL CROWLEY

WASHINGTON — President
Biden warmed President Viadimir
V. Putin of Russia on Tuesday that
an invasion of Ukraine would re-
sult in heavy economic penalties
for him and lead NATO to repos-
ition its troops in Europe, meas-
ures that he so would go well be-
yvond the West's response Lo Rus-
sia’s annexation of Crimea seven
VEArs ago.

In a two-hour, secure video con-
feremce that American and Rus-
sian officials both described as
vense but occasionally pierced by
humor, Mr. Biden also said an in-
wvasion coubd end Russia’s hopes of
completing the Mord Stream 11
mas pipeline to rope, which
would be 8 major new source of
energy revenue.

It is too early to vell whether the
much-anticipated conversation,
whose details were hard to elicit
as both the White House and the
Kremlin put their spinon it, wi al—
leviate the immediate cri
Ukraine, where roughly 70 Duo
Russian troops have massed, with
more equipment and personnel
arriving every day

Mr Putin gave no indication of
his ultimate intent, American offi-
cials  said, eavin the world
guessing whether he was actually
planning an invasion early next
year, or wying to get the West 1o
pay attention to his demands by
manuladurmg a crisis.

In a brief video of the opening
moments of the call releas: by
Russian state television, Mr. Py
said, “Greetings, M President

"GOO b See you again” Mr Bi-
den responded warmly, after what
appeared o be a briel connection
glitch, He lamented that they had
not seen each other in person this
fall at the Group of 20 summit
meeting. But neither side released
any video of conversations on the
issues at hand,

Mot surprisingly, both sides por-
trayed their leaders as resolute,
Jake Sullivan, Mr. Biden's national
security adviser, said the presi-
dent was “clear)” “direct” and
“eandid”

The Russian government, in an
unusually detailed description of
the encounter, said Mr. Putin had
warned Mr Biden that Western
military activity in and around
Ukraine was approaching a “red
line” that was threatening Rus-
sias security

Continued on Page A8

In Drive to Vaccinate Children,
Doctors Uncover Pandemic’s Toll

By NOAH WEILAND

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Near the
end of one of the first days that 5-
to 1l-year-olds could get a corona-
virus shot last month, De Anne
Stepros, a  pediatrician,  sat
hunched in her cramped office be-
tween packages of diapers, ones-
ies and children’s books, cata-
loging the week's patients on her
laptop.

One teenage girl had been
sleepless and suicidal; another
was anemic. Several young boys
had gained weight during the pan-
demic. A I0-vear-old had been
plagued by asthma attacks and
was wusing her inhalers incor-
rectly. Another chikd of the same
age needed a mental health con-
sultation after angry outbursts at
school.

The rollout of the shot for young

children brought relief for many
families eager to shore up protec-
tion amid a wave of new virus
cases. But much of the upfront de-
mand has already been met;
many parents who were cager Lo
get their children vaccinared have
done so. The success of the cam-
paign, made even more urgent
with the arrival of the Omicron
wariant, depends on the next
phase: reaching the hesitant and
undecided, including those who
have not given thought or gained
acoess to the shot

Dr Steptoe™s patients at Char-
lotte Community Health Clinic,
many of whom have chronic medi-
cal conditions, crowded housing
arrangements and vulnerable

Continwed on Page AIS

New Chancellor Offers Blueprint to Revive Left

By KATRIN BENNHOLD

BERLIN — Last December, as
he was plotting what most consid-
ered w0 be a hopeless bid w be-
oorme Germany’s next chancellor,
Olaf Scholz interrupted his cam-
paign preparations for a video call
with an American philosopher.

Mr. Scholz, a Social Democrat,
wanted to talk to the philosopher,
Prof. Michael J, Sandel of Har-
ward, about why center-left par-
ties like his had been losing work-
ing-class voters to populists, and
e two men spent an hour dis-
cussing aseemingly simple theme
that would become the center-
picce of the Schole campaign:
"Respect.”

On Wednesday, Mr. Scholz will
be sworn in as Germany's ninth
pastwar chancellor — and the first
Social Democrat in 16 s —
succeeding Angela Merkel and
heading a three-party coalition

SEAR GALLUPR GETTY IMACES

Olaf Scholz’s message of respect resonated with German voters.

government. Defying polls and
pundits, he led his 158-year-old
party from the precipice of irreke-
wanee Lo an unlikely victory — and
now wants o show that the cen-
ter-left can again become a politi-

cal force in Europe,

Mr Scholz won for many rea-
sons, not least because he per-
suaded voters that he was the
closest thing to Ms. Merkel,

Cortinued on Page A9
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Assessing Variant’s Impact

A study found that Omicron may dull
the power of vaccines, but hinted that
booster shots might help. PAGE Al

A Landmark Moment in Chile
The legalization of same-sex marriage
comes as the country grapples with

MATIONAL Al4-20
Deal to Raise Debt Ceiling

The House passed an unusual measure
that would allow 2 one-time simphe-
majority vote In the Senate to avert a
catastrophic federal default.  PAGE Al

House Passes Defense Bill
The House overwhelmingly passed a

SPORTS B7-10

Story Shifts on Soccer Attack
The assault of a women's player made
headlines, with masked men, a metal
bar and a teammate's arrest, but now
some doubts are being raised.  PAGE BY

Tracking Bryant Crash Photos

Lawyers for Kobe Bryant's widow

FOOD D1-14
Sweet Ambitions in the West

Soda-shop chains in the mountain
states are projecting aggressive growth
in the next few years. FAGE D2

A Season for All Cookies

Add more joy to the holiday table with
these reats from The Mew York Times

ARTS C1-6
Streamlining a Wizard
“Harry Potter and the Cursed Child™

returned to Broadway, now in one
Imstemd of two, but still dazzling. PAGECL

An Inaugural Star’s Poetry
Amanda Gorman, who stood out in
Washington on Jan, 20, offers some new

demands for social change. PAGE AS ST68 billion defense policy bill after charted how emergency workers Cooking recipe creators. PAGE DS musings, playful and pithy. FAGE C1
lawmakers dropped per proposals o shared images on cellphones.  PAGE BS
salvage a bipartisan priovity.  PAGE A16 OPINION A22-23
Grief for Dole, and Bygone Era BUSINESS B1-8 Bret Stephens PAGE 413

Markets Rebound, Again
Much is still unknown about the Omi-
cron variant, but investors seem to have
taken the latest news in stride.  PAGE BI

Residents of Bob Dole's Kansas home-
town spoke longingly of a time when
compromises were celebrated and
opponents were not enemies. PAGE Al4
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B2T5 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER

State
weighs
water
waste
fines

As West tips toward
crisis, California could
usher in a wave of
usage regulations.

By HavLEY SMITH

As California descends
into drought, offi-
cials are growing increas-
ingly troubled by dwindling
water supplies and the
public’'s lackluster response
to ecalls for conservation,
with residents in recent
months falling short of Gov,
Gavin Newsom's reguest
for a voluntary 15% reduc-
tion in usage.

Now, as the West tips
toward erisis, state water
regulators are considering
adopting emergency regula-
tions that will prohibit cer-
tain actions in an attempt to
curtail water waste and help
conserve supplies.

If approved, the proposal
wcould usher in a wave of
water regulations that
hearken back to previous
droughts while underscor-
ing the seriousness of the
current one.

On Tuesday. Lake Mead
— the nation’s largest reser-
woirand a lifeline forwaterin
Los Angeles and the West —
was at 1085 feet. or about
34% of its capacity, a near-
‘historic low. Much of Califor-
nia on the U.S. Drought
Monitor map was painted in
worrisome shades ofred.

“These regulations are
kind of no-brainers at this
point,” said Doug Parker,
director of the California In-
stitute for Water Resources
at UC Davis. “They probably
should have been done a lit-
tle while ago.™

Amongthe activitiesthat
may be prohibited are wash-
ing vehicles with hoses that
do not have shut-off nozzles;
hosing down sidewalks,
driveways or patios "except
in cases where health and
safety are at risk”, watering
landscapes in a manner
that causes excessive runoff;
and watering lawns within
48 hours after measurable
rainfall.

For many, the measures
feel like déji va as California
agaln faces the prospect of
dwindling water supplies,

In 201, then-Gov. Jerry
Brown introduced similar
bans on watering at the start
of an impending drought.
Within a year, Brown had in-
stituted mandatory water-
use cuts statewide — a move

[See Water, AG]
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ANDRIY DUBCHAK Amsociated Pross

RUSSIA'S military buildup at its border with Ukraine has sparked fears about an invasion. Abowve, a
Ukrainian soldier on the front lines of the conflict with pro-Russia rebels in the Donetsk region.

Biden presses Putin on
diplomacy with Ukraine

Russia, which has mobilized troops, wants guarantees on NATO

By ELI STOKOLS

WASHINGTON —
ference

eral Buropean allies.

The virtual meeting, the second
time the two leaders have held di-
rect talks since their June summit in
Creneva, arose after Putin mobilized
about 100,000 Russian forces on the
country's border with Ukraine,
sparking new fears about an inva-

slon.

“President Biden wvolced ithe
deep concerns of the United States
and our Buropean Allies about Fous-
sia’s escalation of forces surround-
ing Ukraine and made clear that the
U.8. and our Allies would respond

[See Russia, Ad]

President
Biden warned Russian counterpart
WViadimir Putin during a videocon-
Tuesday that invading
Ukraine would result in stilf econo-
mie sanciions from the U.S. and sewv-

MIKHATL METZEL Sputnik

AT THEIR meeting, President Biden urged Russian leader WViadi-
mir Putin to consider the 1.8, response to an invasion of Ukraine.

Spray of bullets cut off young life

A shooting Monday
left a 12-yvear-old boy
dead and kids on a
playground flecing.

By CiNDy CARCAMO.
Eevin RECTOR,
RicHARD WINTON

AND MARTA L. La GANGA

Alexander Alvarado did
not live to see his teens. A
blast of gunfire Monday
afternoon saw to that.

Had he made it Lo Christ-
mas weelk, Alexander would
have turned 13. Instead, the
oy was shot to death out-
=ide an elementary school in
Wilmington, a port neigh-
borhood filled with industry.
working-class families and
gang problems that ebb and
Novw like the tides.

His stepmother was in-
jured too, A fourth-grade
&irl also received a gunshot
wound in the late-afternoon
incident; she was hit by a
stray bullet as she watched
her brother play kickball on

the playground of Wilming-
ton Park Elementary during
an after-school program
called Beyond the Bell.

Law enforcement offi-
eclals have not identified the
woman, who is in her 30s, or
the S-year-old girl. Both
were taken to hospitals,
where they remained Tues-
day. No suspects are in cus-
tody and no motive has been
offered — though the Los
Angeles Police Department
has suggested that the sheer
volume of shell casings re-
covered from the scene indi-

cated a purposeful attack.
“At first T thought it was
firesworks,” said Jackeel Fon-
seca, a classmate of the
wounded girl who is also 9.
Jackcel was on the play-
ground near the girl when a
bullet slammed into her lit-
tle back. Teachers told the
children “to run inside the
cafeteria and use your
Chromebook,” Jackcel said
‘Tuesday. “I was scared, so 1
went on my Chromebook
and watched YouTube.™
Alexander's death com-
[See Shooting, AG]
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34,000
LAUSD
KIDS
LACK
SHOTS

January, students
ithout the jab face
independent study or
leaving the district.

By HOWARD BLUME

About 54000 students
have not yet complied with
the COVID-19 vaccine man-
date in the Los Angeles Uni-
Med School District — and
there's no longer enough
time for students who have
not gotten their first shot to
be fully vaccinated by the
Jan. 10 start of the second se-
mester, portending signifi-
cant disruption to their edu-
cation as they will be barred
from campus.

The high number of stu-
dents who will not be able to
meet the full inoculation
deadline is likely to force dif-
ficult decisions on leaders of
the second-largest .S,
school system. which has en-
acted among the strictest
wvacecine mandates in the na-
tion. Students who are not
fully vaccinated — or exempt
— will be forced into the dis-
trict’s Independent study
program or will have to leave
the Los Angeles public
school system.

Shifting 34,000 students
12 and older into independ-
ent study would be challeng-
ing — especially as the dis-
trict’s Independent study
program, called City of An-
gels, has been beset by
stalffing shortages and
confusion after it was inun-
dated at the start of the
school year with about 10,000
students, a number that
grew to 16,000, The 54,000 to-
tal by itself would make up
one of the 25 largest school
systems in Califormia.

There's no indication
that L.A. Unified is backing
down — with no leniency or
extended deadlines under
public discussion.

“Oar schools have some
of the strongest salfety
standards in the nation and
we plan on keeping it that
way,” interim Supt. Megan
Reilly said in a video broad-
cast during Tuesday's
school board meeting. De-
splite the determined state-
ment, the wvideo message
was mostly a soft-sell, with
smiling students urging
their peers to be vaccinated
“like me.” as they said, one
after another.

The L.A. school system is
one of the few in the nation

[See Schools, AD]

COLUMN ONE

"1 heir best trick of all: Bonding on boards

We could learn from skaters,
whose culture makes diversity
and inclusiveness totally cool

By DaviD WHARTON

hewormen keep their distance. AL first. Dressed
in T-shirts and sneakers, skateboards in hand,
they stand by a chain-link fence, talking.,
laughing, waiting Lo make their move.

The Aunt Skatie crew, as they call themselves,
has traveled east of downtown Los Angeles to convene just
outside a community skate park outfitted with all manner of
concrete stairs, banks and ledges for doing tricks. Ona
Sunday moming. they can see the space is filled mostly with

EUYS.

a few minutes on an adjacent tennis court, the
women ride in lazy circles as a portable speaker blasts rap
music, its heavy beal.mjxjngwil.h the sculfle r:ururet.hane

through the fence at them; Maggie Bowen. the .ﬂun: Skatie

leader, is used to this.

“Groing into a skate park asa

[Soe Skateboard, AT]

Enriax vax oEn BRUG Lox Angebes Thmes

MAGGIE BOWEN of the Aunt Skatie crew rides at the South Pasadena Skate
Park. Skateboarding has attracted more women and the LGBTQ commuinity.

Afghans adjust
to life on bases

Rafugea at LS. mili-
ities learn
Enghsh and Zumba on
the way to being reset-
tled. PERSPECTIVES. AR
Council district
HeIrap app:l’.‘ovod
After weeks of debate,
L.A. finalizes its politi-
cal boundaries for the
next 10 years.
CALIFORNLA, Bl

Melrose area to
install cameras
MNeighborhood raised
HA0,000 license
plate readers to help
combat rise in erimes.
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West Hollywood aims to be a global destination for pot tourism. A8
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Sides find
a path on
musl-pass
debt limit

Parties reach deal on
complicated maneuver to
raise ceiling, avert crisis

By ToNy RoMm
anD Mike DEBoONIS

Top Democrats and Republi-
cans signaled Tuesday that they
had dinched a deal to raise the
country’s debt ceiling, settling on
a complicated legislative maneu-
ver to help them stave off another
high-stakes bhattle and prevent
the TS, government from experi-
cing a eatastrophic defanlt.
The apparent compromise ar-
rived eight days before a critical
fiscal deadline, averting what
would have been another poli
cal and economic crisis. House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif)
secured adoption of the measure
late Tuesday after a Z22-212 vote,
And Senate Majority Leader
Charles E. Schumer (I2-MY.) and
Senate Minority Leader Mitch
MeConnell (R-Ky.) carlier in the
day cach expressed a measure of
confidence that they had the
votes to proceed with their plans.

Tl]l’.' deal itself does not directly
the debt ceiling but rather
s up a smoother process that
allows Democrats in the narrowly
divided Senate o accomplish the
task without GOF support. The
two sides had heen at logger-
heads over the issue for months,
with Republicans refusing to lend
their must-have votes to raise the
bormowing eap. in protest of Pres-
ident Biden's economic agenda.

Demoerats decried Bepublicans®

SEE DEET ON Az0

Corporate tax: Some Treasury
officials have reservations. A21

Volcano death toll climbs

o

AR DOWO SUOPTO/ANTASA FOTOYREUNERS

People in Indonesia’s East Java province watch Mount Semera spew ash and smoke Tuesday. Since the first
eruption Saturday, the death toll has risen to 34, the national disaster ageney reports, and at least 17 people are

missing. Indone

sian President Joko Widodo vis

ited the area Tuesday and vowed to reln

I destroyed homes.

BY JOBY WARRICK,
Sovan MEKHENNET
AND Louisa LOVELUCK

The assassins” Weapon wWas a
souped-up hobby drone, the kind
that can e bought online for a
few thousand dollars. It featured
four helicopter-like rotors, an
oversize hattery and a  small
bomb, compact but powerful
enough to blow up a car or,
potentially, to kill a head of state.

Investigators  who  studied
fragments of the device — one of
two drones that targeted the
official residence of the lragi

Deadly attack drones
amass in Middle East

Iran-backed mili

s now have scores of them

— and are becoming more willing to deploy

prime minister on Nowv. 7 —
quickly pinmed t
powerful Iragi  militis
backed by Iran. The bomb itself,
experts concluded, was of a de-
sign previously linked to Iran.

ﬁ third finding came as &
rprise to somee analysts: T
Llrduul.‘\l.llllu ize the attack, Iragi
officials concloded, and in fact
strongly opposed it Instead, the
attempt on the life of Iragi leader

Mustafa al-Eadhimi appears to
have been the work of private
militias that are now armed with
nes and feeling emboldened
Ty out strikes with poten-
tially catastrophic consegquences
— sommetimes without waiting for
approval from their ostensible
SPONSOrs.

Last month’s attack has under-
scored what intelligence officials
and analysts describe as a grow-
ing threat to stability in the
Middle East amd beyond: the
proliferation of attack dron
particularly among paranilita

SEE DRONES ON Als
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Biden
warns
Putin on
Ukraine

PLEDGES SANCTIONS
IF RUSSIA INVADES

Sides plan ‘consullalions’
to follow virtual meeting

BY PAUL SONNE,
ASHLEY PARKER
AND IsaRELLE KHURSHUDYAN

President Biden warned Rus-
sian Prcl.ldcnt Vladimir Putin ina
sday not to i
ion of Ukraine and Laid
out the economic and security
costs Russia would face if the
Kre n chooses to o down that
path, as the White House at-
tempts to forestall a renewed war
in Europe.

Biden also offered a diplomatic
route to end the war scare that
has arisen since the Kremlin, for
the second time this year, massed
troops and matericl near the hor-
der with Ukraine, raising fears of
an offensive far langer and more
deadly than its invasion eight
VEATS I

The two leaders came out of
lln, virtual meeting and tasked
r teams with engaging in
wl b the Kremlin called “sub-
stantive consultations” on “sensi-
tive™ European security issues,
incloding Russias complaints
that NATO is encroaching on its
horders and conducting threat-
ening activities on Ukrainian ter-
ritory. In the run-up to the call,
Russia had proposed  starting

SEE BIDEN ON Al6

‘Who inwvited you?: China sniffs at
diptomatic boycott of Games. ALZ

BY Many JORDAN
AND KEVIN SUL

FAN

THE FORGOTTEN DEAD

A linal salute for unclaimed velerans

Thousands of those who served die alone every vear. a Post investigation finds

DES MOINES — Fveryone on the
third floor of South View Manor
was accounted for except James
Dean Ryan in Room 301 A police
officer, checking on a worrying
smell, opened his door and found
Ryan facedown on his living room
Aoor — another Vietnam veteran
who died alone.

Byan's son and other relatives
were notified, but many wanted
nothing to do with him, alive or
dead. No one stepped forward to
by after hiz death last No
vember. So the G6-year-old with
talents for disco dancing and re-
pairing furniture became yet an-
other of America’s unclaimed dead

There i= mo reguirement for
local governments — which are
responsible for unclaimed bodies

o report them to any national
anthority, so there iz po official
count. But tens of thousands of

SEE U
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rearries the remains of James Dean Byan, who served In the Army In the Vietnam
era and died alone last year. Ryan was one of several veterans interred in Towa in June.
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Fireable offense: Teaching

White privileg

nessee educalor’s
plight epitomizes the

acrid debate over race

By Hanman NaTanson

EINGSPORT, TENN. — Matthew
Hawmn checked his phone to see if
the wait was finally over,

It had been five months since he
wis fired for teaching abowt
White privilege at a high school in
rural Tennessee. Two months
sinee he had fought o regain his
joh at an emotional three-day
hearing, becoming a symbol of the
acrimonbons debate over the way
race, racism and history should be
tanght in America's schools.

MNow — nothing. Mo annouanee-
ments from the school district
about his appeal effort. No mes-
sages from his lawyer. No texts
from the friends and former col-
leagues who had sustained him
through a lonely half-vear of joh-
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hly. For help,

isit mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1-800-GAMBLER.

to Whiles

less s,

Could he return to teaching in
hishometown? Apparently noone
knew, although an independent
hearing officer was supposed to
deliver a verdict by the end of the
week.

It was now Friday, inching past
4:26 p.m. on an October after-
noon.

Hawn, 43, White and balding,
sighed. Marloh, his German shep-
herd, started to whine. Hawn
grabbed the leash, because no
matter what, he still had to walk
the dog.

Shrugging on a gray hoodie
against the fall chill, hewalked ot
iz fromt door and down the long,
sloped driveway of the house he
had grown up in, Marloh tugging
atevery step.

A lifelong resident of Kings-
port, Hawn was well aware his
liberal views made him an outlier
in his owverwhelmingly White,
mostly conservative conumunity.
But that had never mattered be-
fore. He had tanght in the Sullivan

SEE TEACHER ON AlR
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Fabricio Coloccini

“En la Argentina

cualquier cancha v te
insultan por nada”

ENTREVISTA — por Cristian Grosso

vasa

ALATV

especidculos

siabado 18,

NUEVO REGRESO
DE MIRTHA LEGRAND

Trasun impasse de casi dos afos, y luego
de un regreso fugaz el 28 de agosto, la
diva retomara su programa el proximo

HAY 18,4 MILLONES DE
PERSONAS POBRES EN

EL PAIS, SEGUN LA UCA

€conomia

Elinforme muestra que el flagelo alcanza
al 43.8% de la poblacidn: el indice es casi
un punto menor que en 2020, pero aiin es

mids alto que en la prepandemio. Pagina 18

LA NACION

MIERCOLES 8 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR

Aumenta la tension entre la
Casa Rosaday la Corte, tras
un ataque del ministro Soria

eNcUENTRO. En la primera reunion, el titular de Justicia acusé al méximo tribunal por sus fallos

El ministro de Justicia, Martin So-
ria. usd su primera reunidn con los
miembros de la Corte Suprema para
lanzar un duro cuestionamiento al
méximotribunal, enlinea con las cri-
ticastradicionales del kirchnerismao.
Lohizocuandola Corte debe resolver
los pedidos delavicepresidenta Cris-
tina Kirchner paraanular las causas

de corrupcidn en su contra. “Expre-
sé mi preocupacion por la gravedad
institucional a la que llegd la Justicia
argentina en losdltimos cincoafios”,
publicéd el ministroen Twitteral con-
cluir la reunidn.

El Gobierno difundidé el ataque de
Soria, que acusd a la Corte de fallara
favor de “la corporacion judicial”. Los

ministros del ribunal decidieron no
responderle. Méstarde, la Cortecon-
firmé una sentenciaa favor deSanta
Fe por una deuda de $86.000 millo-
nesdelaNacién,yprepara unadecla-
racidn de inconstitucionalidad de la
actual conformacisn del Consejo de
la Magistratura, surgida de una re-
forma de Cristina Kirchner. Pagina g

ELESCENARIO
Una puesta en
escena politica

Paz Rodriguez Niell

Paginad

Los nuevos diputados, con
juras para todos los gus

gk

‘ politica

.

Los bonaerenses Margarita Stolbizer, Diego Santilli, Victoria Tolosa Paz y Vanesa Siley, al momento de jurar

Los diputados electos juraron ayer en la Cimara baja, en una ceremonia
marcada por las particulares formulas elegidas para aceptarel cargo: desde ¢l tradicional
“Dios v la Patria” hasta las “victimas del terrorismo” o la “marihuana”. Pagina 10
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Una
oposicion al
servicio del

Gobierno

Joagquin Morales Solda

LA MACION

encsdeunmesdespudsde
M unarrollador triunfoenel

pais, la oposicion esta ha-
ciendo un papeldn. ;Es solo una
guerra deegosydeambiciones? ;0
acaso, existen provectos politicos
diterentes detras de las aparenites
¥ frivolas diferencias? ;La nueva
generacidn de politicos radicales
practica de manera ain peor la
vigja costumbre del internismo
partidario? Un poco de todo eso
existe en las peleas verbales (y en
increibles gimnasias boxisticas) de
los dltimos dias. Aungue todos los
dirigentes de Juntos porel Cambio
jurany perjuranquelaunidaddela
coalicidn opositora esta garan tiza-
da, lo cierto es que la imagen tam-
bién tiene valor en la construccicn
dela politica. Continiaenlapaginaia

EE.UU. pidio
un acuerdo
“solido” con
el Fondo

DEUDA. En medio de las discu-
sionestéenicasen Washington en-
treel Gobiernoyel FondoMoneta-
rio Internacional, Estados Unidos
reiterd ayer quela Argentina debe
lograr un acuerdo “solido” con el
organisrmoque facilite el retorno
del pais al sistema financiero glo-
bal. El mensaje llego a traves del
principal asesor del presidente
Joe Biden para América Latina,
Juan Gonzdlez. Pagina 16

El Congreso chileno aprobo
el matrimonio igualitario

LEY. SANTIAGO, Chile (Para La
nacior) — Después de afios de de-
bate de la iniciativa que garantiza
derechosde reconocimientolegal
v de filiacidn, el Congreso chileno
aprobo ayer el matrimonio entre
parejas del mismo sexo. La ley

quedd lista para la promulgacidn
del presidente Sebastidan Pifiera,
quea mediados de este afio le dio
impulso al proyecto, La Cimara
baja adoptd la iniciativa por 82
votos a favor, 20 en contra y 2 abs-
tenciones. Pagina 2

Crecen las quejas por el
cierre de pasos a Uruguay

COVID-19. Ante la cercania de la
temporada deverano, a los recla-
mos de los turistas argentinos por
la reapertura de los pasos fronte-
rizos terrestrescon Uruguay se su-
maron gestiones del gobierno de
Luis Lacalle Pou para recuperar el

normal movimiento de trdnsito.
Ayer, ademas, el gobernador de
Entre Rios le hizo un duro recla-
muoala Casa Rosada porla rehabi-
litacidn de dos de los tres puentes
internacionales que estan clausu-
rados por la pandemia. Pagina 20

Flexibilizardan
el cepo a las
exportaciones
de carne

CONCESION. Solo se
restringirdn las ventas al
exterior de siete cortes
parrilleros. paginai7
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O fimdo
Maksoud

fcone da hotelaria paulis-
fana encerrou ontem as
atividades apds 42 anos. O
fechamento pegou funci-
onarios de surpresa e dei-
xou 170 desempregados.

Cotidiano BS
Aos 130 anos,

av. Paulista morre
e renasce como
simbolo da capital

Esporte B7
Massagista campedo
em 1971 e 2021 no
Atlético-MG celebra
2° titulo brasileiro

Iustrada C1

Na era de selfies,
jovens moldam nova
onda de retratos
com ostentagao

A pandemia em 7.dez
Cavdes das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA
No Brasil

Ao mEnos uma dose
(duee Gnica ou F dess) ?7‘0%
1% cicle vacinsd compleas
{doee (nita ois 1+ dise) 64!5%
Dose de meforgo 8'8%
ESTAGIO DA DOENGA
Obitos
Midia mbwel Em24h
2
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*ariagho s rebagho a 14 dias

Butantan tem 15

milhoes de doses de

Coronavac paradas
0 Butantan estd com 15 mi-
Ihoes de doses da Corona-
vac paradas na sua fibri-
ca. Os imunizantes foram
recusados pelo Ministé-
rio da Saude ¢ estdo sem
destino certo, O instituto,
que se disse surpreso com
arejeicio, tenta agora um
acordo para doar os lotes
aoutros paises. sadde B2

Substincia do
Viagra pode reduzir
desenvolvimento
do Alzheimer

Saride B2
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MP deseducativa
Sobre mudancga promowi-
da pelo governo no Proumni.
Linhas vermelhas

Arespeitode reunido eim-
passes entre Biden e Pudin.
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Crise do clima nos EUA

R% 5,00

i= i 1
Lalo de Almeida, Fobhapress

CAPITAL EOLICA DO TEXAS, MCCAMEY ESCANCARA DIFICULDADE DE TRANSICAO ENERGETICA NOS EUA

Pogo de extracdo de petréleo em meio a aerogeradores na regido da cidade de Odessa, perto de McCamey; fontes renovaveis enfrentam ceticismo Mundo A10 2 A12

Brasil exigira quarentena de
5 dias a viajantes sem vacina

Medida, que contradiz Bolsonaro, afeta quem nao provar imunizagao e resultado negativo de teste

O governo brasileiro exigira
cinco dias de quarentena a
viajantes que venhamao pa-
is e nd0 comprovem gue to-
maram vacina contra a Co-
vid, anunciaram osministros
Marcelo Queiroga (Satde) e
Ciro Nogueira (Casa Ciwvil).

Além do comprovante de
imunizacio, serd necessario
apresentar o resultado ne-
gativo de um teste para de-
tectar coronavirus feito até
72 horas antes. Nio foram
dados detalhes de como se-
r4 fiscalizado o isolamento.

et ol PN

FAMILIAS COMEM LAGARTOS E RESTOS DE CARNE NO RN

E a primeira medida am-
plada gestao Jair Bolsonaro
emrelacioaviajantes desde
que foiidentificada a varian-
te Omicron, mais transmis-
sivel, Estudos para verificar
a letalidade da cepa e a rea-
A0 4 vacina estao em curso.

s Lira /Folbhapress

Panela vazia na casa do agricultor José Vicente, em Sao Paulo do Potengi; assolados pela
seca, moradores recorrem a Carcacas e até a pequenos répteis para sobreviver Mercado A16 € A17

Valor articulado para emendas
de relator zeraria fila de auxilio

Governo e Congresso pla-
nejam deixar 3,7 milhoes
de familias fora do Auxilio
Brasil em 2022 citando fal-
ta de espago orcamentirio.

Enquanto isso, parlamen-
tares estudam como direci-
onar is emendas de relator
um valor gue poderiaaten-
der o grupo. Mercado AlS

Chile aprova casamento gay e
adocgdo por casal homoafetivo ..

Projeto das fake
News avanga para
plendrio da Cimara
O grupo de trabalho na C4-
mara concluiu a votagio
do projeto das fake news,
relatado por Orlando Silva
{PC do B-5P), mas o texto
50 deve ser apreciado em
plendrio no ano que vem.
Foram mantidos trechos
que obrigam as big techs
a Serem mais transparen-
185 COM O USUArio. Poder A8

Bolsonaro, que minimizaa

pandemia desde seu inicio,

reluta em adotar restrigoes
e exigir o passaporte vacinal
no pais, no que € contesta-
do pela Anvisa. Horas antes
do antincio, ele comparou o
documento a uma coleira.

O presidente reclamou de
ser ratado como dnico chefe
de Estado que agiu diferen-
te e tentou explicar por que
promoveu a hidrosdclorogui-
na, ineficaz: “Estudei, corri
atris, liguei para embaixado-
res, méedicos”. saade m

Prescricido no caso triplex
antecipa embate Lula X Moro

0 pedido de arguivamen-
to do processo contra o ex-
presidente Luiz Indcio Lula
da Silva (PT) no caso do tri-
plex de Guaruja (SP), emi-
tido ontem pelo Ministério
Piblico Federal sob oargu-
mento de prescricio, deve
antecipar o embate entre
0 petista e Sergio Moro na
corrida presidencial.

Tribunal do

DF anula maior
condenacio contra
Eduardo Cunha

Poder A7

Elio Gaspari
Mendonga € alvo
de intolerancia

Foi exagero deixar André
Mendonga na geladeira
por 4 meses. Curriculo por
curriculo, o dele esta na
meédia de indicagées ao
Supremo. Exagero maior
tem sido desvalorizar um
servidor por ser evange-
lico. No fundo, hd intole-
rancia. A fé deum juiz nao
quer dizer nada. poderas

0 ex-juiz criticou a de-
cisdo ao dizer gque crimes
de corrup¢io nio deveri-
am prescrever, e aliados o
acompanharam. A expec-
tativa de que um acerto de
contas entre 0s dois domi-
ne a campanha preocupa
Jair Bolsonaro, gue vé Mo-
ro lhe tomar parte do elei-
toradoadireita. Poderasens

Embratel

A TECHOLOGIA
NO PROXIMO NIVEL

Mundo
digital

acelera
ainda mais
em 2022

mercado
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Existe una millonaria cuenta a nombre de la mujer en un banco de EEUU

Querella pide que se investigue
la esposa de RGD por lavado

Los representantes de las victimas, igual que la Fiscalia, pidieron 15 afos de pena para el
dirigente y 7 afios 5 meses para el hijo. La defensa por su parte planteé la absolucion.
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Criminales ponen presidn e —

Familia de trabajador  |\VALUNRILS R
secuestrado no tiene A8 |

dinero para el rescate
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N’por pandemla

Dinero era para pagar salarios . L
Policia muere en intento | | | SRR 1§ = fur
de asalto a avion que - -

transportaba caudales
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Reconocimiento para su trayectoria
Compositor paraguayo
estrena su obra en

un santuario italiano
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« Sans Ia liberté de blamer, il n'est point d'éoge flatteur « Beaumarchais

HOMMAGE

LEOPOLD SEDAR SENGHOR, UN
INTELLECTUEL AUX ANTIPODES
DE LA « CANCEL CULTURE » pace14

» Alaune: dix lieux réconfortants pour 'hiver
» Restaurants : les meilleurs menus

gastronomiques a offrir 4 partir de 60 euros

PRESIDENTIELLE
Dans le Cher,
Emmanuel Macron
rode ses réflexes
de candidat

avant d'entrer

€I CAITIPALIE PAGES

ENTRETIEN
Jean-Frangois
Cope: «La droite
fera ce pour quoi
elle a ete elue» races

Allemagne : Olaf Scholz, les
éfis du nouveau chancelier

Ministre des Finances du gouvernement d’Angela Merkel, Scholz sera élu, mercredi, par les
députés du Bundestag a la téte d'une coalition inédite alliant le SPD, les Verts et les libéraux.

Le Bundestag élira, mercredi,

les libéraux, tournant ainsi la

rale, les deux partis ont pré-

proné le recours a lMinvestis-

nouveau ministre des Finan-

TUSTICE le social-démocrate Olaf page de 1'ére Merkel. Son senté des projets économi-  sement public pour moder- ces, Christian Lindner, en-
s 5 Scholz au poste de chance premier défi sera de tenir ques divergents. Les Verts, niser les infrastructures et les  tend renouer avec la rigueur

Affaire KhaShOggl lier, a la téte d'une coalition cetbe  majorité  hétéroclite, qui heritent du portefewille mettre a I'heure de la transi- budgétaire qui était celle

un suspect arréte inédite associant les Verts et Durant la campagne électo de 1'Eavironnement, ont tlon énergétique. En face, le  d'avant 1"épidémie.

é' RO:LSSY S = LA VERTE ANNALENA BAERBOCK VEUT INJECTER PLUS D'EUROPE DANS SA POLITIQUE ETRANGERE - LE NOUVEAU GOUVERNEMENT AFFICHE SES AMEITIONS EUROPEENNES

SECURITE ET VEUT RELANCER LE DIALOGUE FRANCO-ALLEMAND - SUR L1LE DE SYLT, LA REVOLTE DES ECOLOS CONTRE LE « TOUT-EOLIEN » PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Face aurisque
terroriste, la police
a l'exercice race 10

CRISE SANITAIRE

Levée de boucliers

contre le projet

Lindustrie
francaise se

Bercy annonce - - -
des aides de réeamenagement lance dans
ronge) s la course a

de discothéque
DEFILE

La collection métiers
d'art de Chanel:

un hommage

A
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I'hydrogene

Produire de "acier sans pal-
luer, faire rouler des véhicu-
les sans émettre de gaz i effet
de serre.. Pour verdir I'éco

- N nomie, la France investit
a ses artisans race s massivement pour bétir une
filitre dans 1’hydrogéne

ARCHITECTURE «vert», un gaz produit sans
= émettre de CO; grice a

La Sagrada Familia I"¢lectrolyse de 1'eau, qui

sous sa bonne
étoile pace =

L) - Quelles legons
[::—] électorale:

SEBASTIEN SORIAMD/LE FIGARD

Une centaine de personnalités, dont Stéphane Bern, Alain Finkielkraut ou Pierre Nora, signent une tribune dans

fournira de 1"énergie décar
bonée & 'industrie et aux
transports, Groupes indus-
triels et start-up travaillent
activement a la création d’un
nouvel écosystéme,

£ f‘, peut-on tirer laguelle ils expriment leur inquiétude face au projet d'aménagement de la cathédrale proposé par 'archevéché. PAGE 18 PAGES 20 ET 21
L1 dela primaire
I IR? B3 EDITORIAL per pritiope cate peciecicrimross
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la veille d'endosser le costume de
président de "Unicn européenne
pour six mois, Emmanuel Macron
peut se réjouir - il aura i Berlin un
partenaire décidé a « foire avancer
I"Europex. Alors que la prudence d"Angela
Merkel confinait a 1'inertie, la coalition « fen
tricolore » d’Olaf Scholz, o cohabitent so-
claux-démocrates, libéraux et Verts, affiche
une ambition «européistes qui fait écho a

Europe allemande

rigle de "unanimité pour la politique exté-
rieure.. Quandd Annalena Baerbock, 1"écoko
giste appelée a diriger la diplomatie, dit vou-
loir «auropdaniser = la politique étrangére de
I"Allemagne, cela s'applique aussi 4 celle de
ses vingt-=ix partenaires. Au jeu des rapports
de force. une Allemagne plus européenne
meéne 4 une Europe
plus allemarde.

Il faut done rester -

Quel tandem

celle du président francais, restée letire morte avec UIlE cide devant le miroir
depuis son discours de la Sorbonne en 2017 écl‘_’inﬂm]e aux alowettes. Lapre-
de : Aujourd'hui, Berlin semble prét a deépasser [T : miére qualité d'un
Etes-wous favorable 4 la I'Europe de marché pour « accroitre la souve ancalse dirigeant allemarnd,
vaccination des enfants raineté stratégique» du Vieux Continent, Son a la trame ') clest diétre un bon
de moins de 12 ans ¥ objectif déclaré est de «conduire a I'évolution gestionnaire.  Olaf

oul
36%
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Angela Merkel a-t-elle été
une bonne chanceliére?

BERMARD AL LEMANEINA VI& AFP

de ['UE vers un Etat foderal européen =, au prix
d’'une révision des traités,

Gare aux malentendus! On voit mal Emma
nuel Macron agiter devant I'opinion frangaise
le chiffon rouge du fédéralisme européen en
pleine campagne présidentielle. Pour Paris,
I"Europe-puissance doit se traduire par une
capacité d’intervention dans bes crises, oe qul
implicue une dimension militaire, L"Allema-
gne, elle, propose de créer wn ministre des AL
faires élrangerss européen el d abandonner ka

Schol: prépare une « nouvelle revelution indus-
triefle » qui vise 4 rattraper le retard numeérique
de I"Allemagne tout en décarbonant son appa
reil de production. Le nouveau chancelier, qui
aalourdi la dette de 400 milliards d’euros pen-
dant la pandémie, promet de revenir a Iéguili-
bre des comptes dés 2023, Prenons-le au mot :
compétitivite et rigueur sont les fondamentaus
de la politique allemande. Tant qu'elle restera a
la traine doonomiguement, la Franoe ne sera
que la petite roue du tandem. B
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Onreimagining

West Side
Story
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Leaked footage suggests
Downing Street did host
event during lockdown

despite repeated denials

Peter Walker
Aubrey Allegretti
Jamie Grierson

Boris Johnson is facing accusations
of lying after senior No 10 officials
were filmed joking about alockdown
Christmas party that Downing Street
insists did not take place.

Johnson and his aides have repeat-
edly denied that the event, reportedly
held for staff at No 10 in December
last vear, broke Covid rules or took
placeat all.

In the leaked video of a mock
televised press briefing, an adviser
to Johnson is seen joking with Allegra
Stratton, the prime minister’s then
press secretary, about “a Downing
Street Christmas party on Friday
night™,

The footage, obtained by ITV,
was shot on 22 December 2020. The
previous Friday was 18 December, the
date onwhich multiple sources have
said there was a staff party inside
Downing Street, which would have
contravened strict Covid regulations
in place at the time.

It shows Stratton, the prime min-
isterial adviser Ed Oldfield and other
staff making jokes about a party,
including references to “cheese and
wine”, lack of social distancing and
making the excuse it was a business
meeting.

Questioned in the leaked footage,
Stratton laughingly says: “This is
recorded ... This fictional party was
a business meeting and it was not
socially distanced.”

Johnson has repeatedly said no
Covid rules were broken, while his
spokesman denied earlier vesterday
thatany eventat Downing Street had
taken place. Asked about the video,
Downing Street insisted it had not
changed its view, saying: “There was
no Christmas party. Covid rules have

been followed at all times.”
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and Darmin
Raab visitinga
youth detention
centre yesterday
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How cats can teach us
tobe happier o«

G

PM accused of lying after No 10
team filmed joking about party

Separately, the Department for
Education confirmed a report that
some staff and the then-education
secretary, Gavin Williamsen, held an
office party on 10 December last year,
while London was in the second-
highest level of Covid restrictions.

The Mirror said Williamson gave
aspeech while up to two dozen staff
gathered ina cafearea drinking wine.

A DIE spokesperson said that on
that date, “a gathering” took place of
officials already present at the office
“to thank those staff for their efforts
during the pandemic®,

Thev added:; “Drinks and snacks
werebrought by thoseattendingand
nooutside guests or supporting staff’

were invited or present. While this
was work-related, looking back we
accept it would have been better not
to have gathered in this way at that
particular time.”

Keir Starmer, the Labour leader,
said Johnson had not been truthful:
“Tolie and te laugh about those lies
isshameful, The prime minister now
needs to come clean and apologise.”

Becky Kummer, spokesperson
for Covid-19 Bereaved Families for
Justice said: “In September Boris
Johnsen looked bereaved families in
the eyes and told them he had done
everything he could to save their

loved ones. oe
“There are simply no

Wednesday
8 December 2021

Letter links
Johnson

to airlift

of animals

Dan Sabbagh
Aubrey Allegretti
Peter Walker

A leaked letter suggests Boris
Johnson and the Foreign Office may
have covered up the prime minister’s
invalvement in aitlifting more than
150 dogs and cats from Afghanistan,
a senior MP has said.

It emerged yesterday that the
charity worker Pen Farthing received
a letter from Johnson's parliamen-
tary secretary saying Farthing, his
staff and the animals could be res
cued from Kabul amid the Taliban
takeover in August, when thousands
of Afghans with UK connections were
alsotrying to flee.

The letter was signed by Trudy
Harrison, MP for Copeland and
parliamentary private secretary
to the prime minister, and says: “1
have received confirmation ... that
you, yourstaffand their dependents
are permitted to travel,” All 68 peo-
ple were to be provided with a place
onan RAF plane, it continued, while
the animals couldbe “evacuated on a
separate, chartered flight™.

Earlier, Johnson's spokesperson
had denied any intervention by the
prime minister after claims made by
a Foreign Office diplomat-turned-
whistleblower about the chaotic
evacuation, including the animal air-

lift, which triggered claims @e
that pets were prioritised

T




