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rofessional degrees

such as dentistry and wet-
erinary medicine are leaving
many students with immense
college debt, I.'hrealentngﬂae
outlook for fields that
essential public services. Al

+ Stocks fell in a volatile ses-
dhown

1.3% and L8%, respectively. B1
# MLE team owners and the
players’ union ended talks
Wednesday without i

reaching
a new collective bargaining
agreement, setting the stage
for a passible lockout. A6

* Americans are

for credit cards at a rate not

seen since before the pan-
mic, according to recent

data from the Federal Re-

serve Bank of New York. B1

+ Exooon Mobil said it would
maintain a conservative bud-
get for the next five years, as
the outlook for oil and gas.
demand remains murky. BL

+ Sguare, the financial-ser-
vices company co-founded
and led by former Twitter
chief Dorsey, is changing its
corporate name to Block. B4

guarters of its results and that
management has concluded
there was a material weak-

mess inits intemal control. B3

# Disney’s board elected
Susan Arncld as its new
chairman, succeeding Rob-
ert Iger, who is set to de-
part later this manth. B2

#+ Macau's casinos have
shut down the VIP reoms
of the gambling hub's larg-
est junket operator. Bl

World-Wide

—

# The Supreme Court's con-
servative majority sharply
guestioned the propriety of
constitutional for
abortion rights dating back
almaost five decades as the
Justices arguments over
the most significant abor-
tion case in a generation. A1
# The first known case of
the Omicron wariant in the
LS. was identified in a San
Franciseo resident who re-
cently returned from South
Africa, officials said. Al

+ Newly reported cases
of Covid-18 almost doubled
Wednesday in South Africa,
the country with the highest
number of identified cases
of the new wariant. ALO

# The WTA said it would

halt its towmaments in China
because it isn't satisfied that
tennis player Peng Shuai is

safe following an allegation
of sexueal assault against a re-
tired government official. A1

holding fnrmer Justlce De-
partment effirey Clark
in criminal tontenrpt AG

#+ U.5. lawmakers worked
to reach an agreement on

a short-term spending patch
to avoid a porential partial
government shutdown. A4
# Russia ordered U.S. Em-
bassy staff who have been
in Moscow for more than
three years to leave the
country by Jan. 31. A1O

#+ Californians may face
new water restrictions as the
state prepares to wrma.lly
eliminate the water it

to local communities amid
an unrelenting drought. A3

EMILHI MORENAT

day. Thousands of residents have been displaced since the

Ash Engulfs Island as Eruption Shows No Sign of Relenting

BURIED: A fissure is seen next to a house covered with volcanic ash on La Palma, part of Spain's Canary Islands, on Wednes-
eruption began 10 weeks ago as lava continues to flow. A10

First Case of Omicron in U.S.
Is Detected in San Francisco

By BeETsY McKay

The first known case of the
Omicron wvariant im the U.S.
was identified in a San Fran-
cisco resident who recently re-
turned from South Africa, the
federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and
California health officials said.

The CDC said on Wednes-
day rthat the fully vaccinated
traveler, who retwmned to Cali-

fornia on Now. 22, has mild
Covid-19 symptoms that are
improving., The person has
been self-guarantining since
testing positive on Monday,
and all known contacts have
so far tested negative for the
wariant, health officials said.

The confirmed U.5. case
raises the number of countries
where Omicron has been iden-
tified to at least 24 on five
continents since scientists in

South Africa first identified it
in late Nowvember. The World
Health Organization days later
designated it a variant of con-
cern, formally alerting health
authorities around the world
to the extra risks the new
strain appears to carry.
Mewly reported Cowvid-19
cases in South Africa almost
doubled from Tuesday to
8,561, Officials didn't specify
which variant had caused the

new cases, but other data
showed that Omicron had
been identified in every test
sample sequenced last week
from the hot spot around the
major cities of Johannesburg
and Pretoria.

Please turn to page AN

# .S Omicron wvariant case
hits stocks_.
# Covid-1% nearly doubles in
South Africa...

Justices
Question
Abortion
Rights
Precedent

Supreme Court case
over Mississippi law
challenges protections
dating to Roe v. Wade

By Jess BRavIn
Anp BrREnT KENDALL

WASHINGTON—The Su-
preme Court's conservative ma-
jority sharply questioned the
propriety of constitutional pro-
tections for abortion rights dat-
ing back almost five decades as
the justices heard arguments
over the most significant abor-
tion case in a generation.

The court spent nearly twao
howrs on Wednesday debating
what to do about a 2018 lis-
sissippi law that banned abor-
tions  for women 15-weeks
pregnant—abowt two months
carlier than current Supreme
Court precedent allows. The
state seeks the invalidation of
the high court’s 1973 decision
in Roe v. Wade establishing a
wioman’s right to terminate an
unwanted pregnancy, pushing
instead to let elected officials
decide how abortion should be
regulated or prohibited.

Mississippi Solicitor General
Scott Stewart argued that Roe
and Planned Parenthood .
Casey, a 1992 decision narrow-
ing but not abolishing abortion
rights, were egregious missteps
that have divided the nation.

“They have no basis in the
Constitution. They have no
home in our history or tradi-
tions,” Mr. Stewart said.
“Theyv'wve damaged the demo-
cratic process. They've poi-
soned the law. They've choked
off compromise. For 50 years,
they*ve kept this court at the
center of a political battle that
it can never resolve.”

Several conservative justices
expressed sympathy for those
arguments, with Justice Brett

Please turn topage A4

Bicycle Makers Offer Clues
On the Persistence of Inflation

Higher component costs and intense demand mean increases are coming

By Jason DoUGLAS

"The cost of our product is not going

For a gl]rnpse at why inflationary pres-
ely to ease anytime soon, con-

sures aren’

sider the bicyele.

Bike prices in the U.S. and Europe rose
sharply at the start of the pandemic becaunse
of booming consumer spending and snarl-ups
in global supply chains that meant long de-
lays and higher costs for manufacturers.

MNow, manufacturers are working on build-
ing bikes for 2022 in a continuing environ-
ment of economic uncertainty —with more
gquestions added recently by the emergence of

down, "

the Omicron variant of the coronavirus. To-

day’s rampant demand and strangled supply
are already pushing next year's prices higher.

* says Richard Thorpe, chief executive
of Karbon Kinetics Ltd., which sells Gocycle
electric bikes world-wide from its
Chessington, southern England.
flation, I wouldn't call it transitory.”™

Mr. Thorpe says that beginning Jan. 1, he
plans to increase the prices of his range of
folding e-bikes by up to 25%.
latest models will cost between $£4,999 and
£6.909, depending on the specification, com-
pared with $3,999 and $5,999 in 2021

The price increase is needed to cover the
higher costs of components and shipping, Mr.

se in
“If that is in-

The company’s

Please turn fo page A12

* Global inflation expected to endure..

Shooting Suspect Is Charged

A makeshift memaorial honors the four victims killed at Oxford

High School in Michigan. Police sa
apened fire hours after a meeting with school officials. A3

the 15-year-old suspect

Suits, Blazers
—Who Wore
This Stuff?

* * *
Closet purges
reveal relics

from another life

By AnNE MARIE CHAKER
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Erin Fincher is having a
reckoning—with her closet.
In the nearly two years
since the pandemic started,
she has narrowed her social
interactions, spent months
holed up in leggings and
sweatpants, had a baby and
reassessed her priorities. As
she looks ahead to the New
Year and prepares to go back
to the office a few times a
week, she realizes that much
Please turn fo page AIZ

Women’s Tennis Pulls
Tournaments in China

By Josuua Rosinson

The Women's Tennis Asso-
ciation said Wednesday that it
would halt all of its tourna-
ments in China because it isn't
satisfied that Chinese tennis
player Peng Shuai is safe fol-
lowing an allegation of sexual
assault against a retired senior
government official made last
month on her verified social-
media account,

Though the decision could
cost women’s tennis hundreds
of millions of dollars in future
revenue, WTA Chief Executive
Steve Simon said he would
willingly cut off one of the
sports largest business part-
ners until Ms. Peng's status
was clarified.

Dther sports organizations,
such as the MNational Basket-

ball Association and soccer's
English Premier League, have
previously found themselves
in conflict with China owver
wvarious matters. But the
WTA's move to suspend the
nine touwmaments it has sched-
uled there for next vear ap-
pears to be unprecedented in
global sports.

The break comes two months
before the sports world’s atten-
tion turns to Beijing for the
Winter Olympic Games, an
event for which the White
House has considered a diplo-
matic boycott in recent weeks,

“Chinese officials have been
provided the opportunity to
cease this censorship, verifi-
ably prove that Peng is free
and able to speak without in-
terference or intimidation, and

Please turn fo page AI1Z2

Debt Hamstrings
New Professionals

By REBECCA SMITH
AND ANDREA FULLER

Professional degrees like
dentistry and wveterinary medi-
cine are leaving many students
with immense college debt,
threatening the outlook for
fields that provide essential
public services, according to a
Wall Street Journal analysis of
federal data.

The culprits span graduate
programs at big state schools,
for-profit colleges and some of
the U.5"s elite private
universities.

Sara Jastrebski finished her
veterinary studies at the Uni-
wversity of Pennsylvania in May
with about $400,000 in stu-
dent debt, including more than
£30,000 in loans from prior

studies elsewhere.

Mow working as an associ-
ate veterinarian for about
100,000 a year, Dr. Jastrebski,
29 years old, said she lowves be-
ing a vet but is haunted by the
tremendous cost of her educa-
tion. “It doesnt dominate my
thoughts, but its always
there,” she said.

In addition to programs for
veterinarians and dentists, chi-
ropractic medicine, physical
therapy and optometry pro-
duced graduates with some of
the worst combinations of high
debt and modest beginning
paychecks, according to newly
released data from the US. De-
partment of Education.

Students pursuing profes-
sional programs can take out

Please turn fo page AS
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Taking on Omicron

Bringing a baseball bat to a knife
fight can work — AMJANA AHUJA, PAGE 17

INTERNATIONAL NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR

Talent war

Hedge funds offer big money to win
top fraders — coMPANIES, PAGE @

USA 5250 Canada C53.00

“a| Jurassic Park

Why the London stock market is
alaggard — PAUL MARSHALL, PAGE 11

Dividing line
Judges weigh
abortions ban

Antl-abortion protesters demonstrate
in front of the US Supreme Court in
Washington yesterday as the court
began hearing the biggest challenge to
abortion rights ina generation.

The state of Mississippl is seeking to
owerturn the Boe vs Wade decision that
legalised the procedure across the US
five decades ago, saying the issue should
be left to indhddual states o dedde.

As oral arguments began, conserva-
thve justices on the court, who outmonm-
ber liberals by six to three, indicated
that they could be apen to new curbs. At
issue ks a 23008 Mississippl low that bans
abortions after 15 weelis. Lower courts
blockesd thie ban, deeming it unconsting-
tional. Aruling is expected by next june.
Full story page 2

AIME WILLIAME — WALHINGTON
ANDY BOUNDS — BRUSSELS

The US 15 delaying a deal to remove
Trump-era taritfs on UK steel and ala-
minium because of Washington's fears
over London’s threats to change post-
Brexit trading rulesin Northern ireland.

Brusselsand Washington have repeat-
adly warned London that unilaterally
changing the EU-UK accord that sealed
Britaln's exit from the bloc In 2020
could threaten peace on the island of
treland,

In a communlcation seen by the
Financial Times, a US commerce
department official stated that talks
with the UK on easing metals tariffs
could ot move abwead,

The official cited US concerns at UK
threats to trigger Arthcle 16, a safepuand

Putin hitches Arctic vision
to floating nuclear plant

The world's first floating nuckear plant.
moated 51 1his remate SIberian port af
Puvek, lles ar The heart of Viadimir
Putin’s lang-held plans 1o open up
Adetic shipping and reach valuable
FRSOUNCES M i Chukiofha region, rear
Alaska Rosatom, the group develaping
the Morthern Ses Route', says the
blockage of The Sue? This year boosted
Its case. The N5SR's shorter journeys
£an be competitive despite The nesd
15 hira lcabreskar ascors In winbar.
Analysis - PAGE 2

elause in the Morthern Ireland protocal
that overrides part of the UKs exit with
the EU amnd would suspend checks on
goods travelling to Morthern Ireland
from the rest of the TR

Washington had informed the WK of
the reason for the hold-up, the commu
nication sakd, Three people familiar
withthe matter also salkd that talks were
stuck after pressure from Congress over
thee LK threats to trigger the clause.

Boris Johnson's government has sald
it would imvake Article 16 if a deal was
not struck with Brussels to ease what it
says are unworkable corbs on trade
between Great Britain and MNorthern tre
land imposed by the protocel. Desplte
recent signs that the UK bas softened Its
stamce, Downing Street insists that the
option remalns oo the table.

SUIEET INDAP — MEW TORK

Match Group has agreed to pay the
founders of Tinder $441m to settle a
lawsuit in which the dating apps
founders claimed that the media
empire run by Barry Diller had cheated
them oast of the fortune created from
o of the hottest digital media proper-
thes im recent pears.

The settlement came in the middle of a
trial In New York state court, where
Sean Rad and several others who buil
Tinder in Los Angeles a decade ago ad
asked a jury to award them more than
&2ban from Match and 1ts former corpo-
rate parent, JAC.

Court proceedings over the past three
weeks had featured testimony from
Rad, Diller and others invelved ina
transaction in 2017 that bought out the
founders, who collectively hebd a stake

US delays deal to lift Trump-era
UK steel tariffs over N Ireland fears

& Washington warns against post-Brexit changes ® Johnson threat to alter trade protocol

The EU and US agresd to suspend tar-
iffs om billions of dollars of steel and alu-
minium in October. The deal provides
relief from Tramp-era tariffs of 25 per
cent on steeld and 10 per cent on alumin-
lum to Enropean manufacturers but
leaves UK steclmakers at a disadvan
tage because they still face steep duties
on exports to the US. UK retallatory
duties on US bourbon whiskey and
other products have alsoremalined

Martha Daklton, a whiskey Importer in
the UK whe co-feunded the Bourbon
Alltance, sakl that her group’s members
were “deeply concerned by the lack of
movement on the. .. negotistions”,
“Wye were aptimistic that the brokering
of adeal between the US and EU would
lead the way for some positive news.”

Under the Brexit deal, Northern Ire-

D-i-l-le-r’s Mzitch Group bélys $441m to |
settle lawsuit with founders of Tinder

equal to a fifth of Tinder, for roughly
F600m, lmplying an aggregate valus-
tion of Tinder at $3bn.

Rad and the founders later swed , argu-
ing that the app was really worth §13bn
at the time. The founders claimed
Match and 1AC executives had privately
acknowledged Tinder was worth far
more than the buyout valuation of $3bn
and had even comparad its trajectory
with the likes of Uber and Twitter.

Rad and his team had initially devel-
oped Tinder at Hatch Labs, a technology
incubator that LAC had sponsored po
build intermet start-ups. In 2004, Rad
negotiated a deal in which Tinder was
granted “pat” options where they could
sell back their interest in the company
tolACat four specifled Intervals.

After the first put process in 2017,

ndent imestment bankers
valued Tinder at $3bn, IAC immediately

lamd maust conform to EU rules.

Brussels and
the US agreed
in Detober to
suspend tariffs
on billiows of

dollars of steel

amd aluminium

trigger Arthcle 16,

cathonseen by the FT.

The UK trade department sald thers
was no conpection “with this particular
issue amd the Morthern reland protocol ™.

Robert Shrimsbey pape 77

merged Tinder Into the broader Match
company, cancelling the fuoture put
events and forcing Rad and the founders
toaccept the $3bn valuation.

Match, which now includes Tinder
and several other dating sites, has since
seen s enterprise vabue soar to as much
as $50bn. Wall Street analysts ascribe
the majority of that Bmure to Tinder.

Mateh and IAC had argued that Rad —
who immediately sold the LAC shares his
Tinder equity had comverted to in 2017
— suffered from “seller’s remorse”, and
that e had been given the chance dur-
ing the wahuwtion process to argue that
Tinder was worth more.

Match, whose shares are off 14 per
cent inthe past month, said it would pay
the settlement firom its cash on hand.

Representatives for Rad declined to
comment. Match declined to comment.
Lex page 18
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land remained in the EU single market
for goods to prevent a trade border on
the tsland of Ireland. Instead, all goods
from Great Britain into Morthern Ire-

‘The ELT has suggested easing controls
but London says that the propoesals do
not go far enough and has threatened to

‘The National Security Council at the
White House Inslsted there was “no
link” between the talks and the UK's
position on the Morthemn Ireland proto-
col, The US commerce department
declined to comment on the communt-

Briefing

= Exxon sets broader emissions goals
TheUs energy supermajor has broadened goals to
reduce the carbon dioxide released with the ofl it
pumps, applying them across its operations but
avolding the deeper cuts of Europe rivals.— Pase &

» Abe warns over China attack on Taiwan
A Chinese attack on Talwan woukd be an emergency
for Japamn amd for its 1S alliance, former PM Shireo
Albse has warned, hintingthat it coukd meet the
oonditions for Tolyo's useof military force.— PaGES

= [EA wants quicker shift to renewables

A record amoumtof renewable electrictywas added
‘toenergy systems globally in 2021 bat it s only abowt
halfof what is needed to be antrack to reach net zero
emisshons by 2050, the TEA hassald. - pace 2

= Loeh wins crucial vote over UK rebels
TheUs-based activist has soored
avictory in his battle with rebel
Investars at his Lendon-listed
irvestment group, winning a key
sharehobder vote amdd disqulet
over fund valuations.— pase &

» Omicron will fuel inflation, OECT warns
Thrnewvarhnllhwzlrnsl|:InlrnsI'}-lm|u|=m'rx
‘thatare slowing growthand ratsing costs, the GECD
sald as it significantly raksed inflation forecasts frons
three months ago.— RESORTS. PAGE 3ET VIEW, PAGE 14

= Seadrs acquired by US inveslment group
The UK crowdiunding group is being bought by s
start-up Republicjust months after it warned thata
block on its merger with a bocal rival would thwart
Britain’s ability to create tech champions.— pace 8

= Turkey intervenes to prop up falling lira
Turkey announced a return toa policy of intervening
im the currency markets to fry to steady the tumbling
lira, desplte earller copunitments not to dosoand
limidted fores Fessroes.— PAGE 10 LETTERS, PAGE 1
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Today, variably cloudy, breezy, mild,
showers, high 57 Tonight, partly w
mostly cloudy, low 41, Tomormow,
clouds and sunshine, windy, cooler,
high 47. Weather map, Page AZ4.
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Pratesters on Wednesday at the Supreme Court, where the justices weighed a challenge to a strict Mississippi law limiting abortion.
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First U.S. Case
Of the Variant

Is in California

This article is by Michael D
Shear, Shawn Huobler and Roni
Caryn Rabin.

WASHINGTOMN — The COmi-
CION COronavirus variant was re-
ported in the United States for th
first time on Wednesday in a trav-
eler who had been in South Africa,
as scientists around the world
study whether the variant is more
transmissible or virulent than its
predecessors.,

The patient, a resident of San
Francisco, is in isolation, and ag-
Eressive contact tracing is under-
way, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention said in a stat
ment. The person was fully vacci-
nated, though without a booster
shot, and was displaying mild
symptoms that were improving,
the agency said.

The discovery prompted the Bi-
den administration to renew calls
for everyone to get fully vacoci-
nated and, if eligible, receive a
baooster. It also came as the C.D.C,
asked airlines for the names and
contact information of all pas-

bound for the United States since
MNov. 29 and whoe had been in
southern Africa in the past two
weeks.

The World Health Organization
has warned that the risk ed by
the variant, which was first identi-
fied in South Africa on Thursday,
is “wery high." More than 20 coun-
tries have detected the variant.

California health officials said
the state was increasing coronavi-
rus testing at airports, focusing on
arrivals from countries identified
by the C.D.C. as potential sources
of the variant. Gow. Gawvin Mew-

Continued on Page AIT

EQUITY The W.H.O. recpened o
debaie over the fairness in iravel
bans and beaster shots, PAGE Al0

Omicron Erases Experts’ Doubts on Third Shot

By APOORVA MANDAVILLE

As recently as Last week, many
public health experts were fierce-
Iy opposed to the Biden adminis-
tration's campaign to roll out
booster shots of the coronavirus
vaccines to all American adults.
There was little scientific evi-
dence to support extra doses for
muost people, the researchers said.

The Omicron variant has
changed all that

Scientists do not yet know with
any certainty whether the virus is
easier to spread or less vulnerable
to the body's imr
But with dozens of
the variant seems likely to evade
the protection from vaccines o
some significant degree.

Booster shots clearly raise anti-

Boosters Might Offset
the Advantages of an
Evolving Virus

body  lewvels, strengthening the
body's defenses against infection,
and may help offser whatever ad-
vantages Omicron has  gained
through evolution.

Many of the experts who were
opposed to boosters now believe
that the shots may offer the best
defense against the new variant.
The extra doses may slow the
spread, at least, buying time for
vaccine makers to develop an Om-
icron-specific formulation, if
meeded,

“Based on what we know about
the potential for immune evasion,
I would err on the side of giving
the booster” said Dr Celine
Gounder, an infectious disease
specialist at Bellevee Haospital
Center who had opposed the Bi-
den administration’s boosters-for-
all push.

The administration isat wait-
ing for sclentific consensus.
Alarmed by the preliminary re-
ports about Omicron, officials at
the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention said on Monday
that all American adults should
receive booster shots.

The first confirmed Omicron in-
fection in the United States was
reported on Wednesday in San
Francisco, in a traveler who re-
turned o California from South

Continued on Page AI§

Mourning in Michigan

MEW FOR TIMES

A vigil in Oxford. The schaol met with the suspect and his parents hours before a shoating. Page A12.

Women’s Tennis

By MATTHEW FUTTERMAN
The women’s professional ten-
nis tour announced Wednesday
that it was immediately suspend-
ing all tournaments in China, in-
cluding Hong Kong, in response to
the disappearance from public life
of the tennis star Peng Shuai after
she accused a top Communist
Party leader of sexual assault.
With the move, the Women's

Suspends Play in China After a Star Is Silenced

push back against Chinas in-
creasingly authoritarian govern-
ment. Women's tennis officials
made the decision after they were
unable to speak directly with Ms.
Peng after she accused Zhang
Gaoli, a former vice premier of
China, in social media posts that
were quickly deleted.

The Chinese Fovernment
guickly removed all mentions of

The First Sport to Push

Back Against Beijing
the accusation, and coverage of

Ms. Peng from news media out-
side China has been censored. She
has not been seen in public except
in the company of Ermment of-
ficials in more than two weeks.
Ms. Peng. 35, a Grand Slam dou-

bles champion and three-time
Clympian, resurfaced late last
momth in a series of appearances
with Chinese officials, including in
a video conference with Thomas
Bach, president of the Interna-
tional Olympic Committes, which
will bring the Winter Games to
Beijing in February.

“While we now know where
Peng is, | have serious doubtsthat
she is free, safe and not subject to

Corttinuwed on Page AILD

JUSTICES INDICATE
THEY WILL UPHOLD

CURB ON

ABORTION

Mississippi’s Ban After 15 Weeks Poses a
Direct Challenge to Roe v. Wade

By ADAM LIPTAK

The Supreme Court seemed
poised on Wednesday to uphold a
Mississippd law thal bans abor-
tions after 15 weeks of pregnancy,
in what would be a momentous
and polarizing decision to roll
back the abortion rights the court
has defined over the Last half cen-
tury.

During sometimes tense and
heated gquestioning in almaost teo
hours of oral arguments, the
court’s six conservative justice:
signated  they are  comfortable
with the Mississi law, ewven

1973 decision that established &

constitutional right to abortion
and prohibited states from ban-
ning the procedure before fetal vi-
ability, currently around 23 weeks.

Moving that line to 15 weeks
would discard decades of prece-
dent. Several of the conservative
justices appeared ready 1o go fur-
ther and overrule Roe entirely, let-
ting states decide whether and
when to ban abortions — an out-
come that would transform regu-
lation of abortion in 20 or more
states that have been seeking to
impose more restrictions and that
would further inflame the long-
rumning political and cultural divi-
skons over the issue,

You're arguing that the Consti-

tution is silent and, therefore, neu-
tral on the question of abortion?”
Justice Brett M. Kavanaugh
asked a lawyer for Mississippd,
with seeming approval, “In other
words, that the Constitution is nei-
ther pro-life nor pro-choice on the
guestion of abortion but leaves the
issue for the people of the states or
perhaps Congress to resalve in the
democratic process?"

Until the last few wvears, the
prospect of overruling Roe would
have seemed far-fetched. But
FPresident Donald J. Trump came
into office having vowed to name
Jjustices who would overrule Roe.
His three appointees have re-
shaped the court, which now has a
ustice conservative superma-
Jority,

The court's three liberal mem-
beers said that overruling Roe soon
after a change in the court's mem-
ership would damage the court’s
legitimacy. Indeed, Justice Sonia
Sotomayor said, doing so would
pose an existential threat to the
court.

“Will this institution survive the
stench that this creares in the pub-
lic perception that the Constitu-
ton and its reading are just politi-
cal acts?” she asked.

“If people actually believe that

Continued on Poge AIS

MIDDLE GROUND The chicl justice

sippi's law could be upheld without throwing oul Roe v, Wade,

seemed to explore whether Missis-
PAGE A19

How Biden Bill
Extends Reach
Of Health Care

This article is by Reed Abelson,
Sarah KIiff. Margot Sanger-Kaiz
arnd Sheryl Gy Stolberg.

WASHINGTOMN — Of all the
“hitter disappointments™ he had
as president, Harry S. Truman
once wrote, the “one that has trou-
bled me maost, in a personal way,™
was the failure to enact a national
program that would assure all
Americans =a full measure of op-
portunity to achieve and enjoy
good health ™

Maore than 75 years after Tru-
man first proposed universal cow-
erage, Democrats are still chasing
his dream. If President Biden's so-
cial policy bill becomes law, they
will make major strides towand
fulfilling it.

An estimated 3.4 million Ameri-
cans would gain health insurance
as a result of the legislation, which
passed the House last month bu
faces a tough road in the S0-50
Senate. Senator Chuck Schumer
of Mew York, the majority leader,
sald Tuesday that his goal was to
have it pass before Christmas,

The bill would expand health
care access for children, make in-
surance more affordable for work-
ing-age adults and improve Medi-
eare benefits for the disabled and
for clder Americans. Separately,
its health provisions are a “piece-
meal of incremental changes,
said Caroline Pearson, a senior
wvice president for health care at
NORC at the Univer of Chi-
cago, a nonpartisan research or-
Eanization.

But taken together, these poli-
cies represent the biggest step to-
ward universal coverage since the
passage of the Affordable Care
At in 20100

“This is a moment of extracndi-
nary opportunity for improving
health policy and improving the

Corttinued on Page AZ2
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School board debates seem
unrelated 1o real problems.

Schools in Bind
As Bitter Feuds
Cripple Board

By CAMPBELL ROBERTSON

DY LESTOWN, Pa. — Early in
the Movember school board meet-
ing, a few of the departing mem-
bers made farewell remarks, talk-
ing of things that they believed
still need addressing: more spe-
clal education programs, mental
ealth initiatives, a program for
high school stedents to take col-
lege classes, There was a long list,
but over the past two years other
things had gotten in the way.

When the meeting opened up Lo
public comments, there was an in-
dication of what those other
things might be. Parents and
other residents teok turns stand-
ing before the board, speaking
about Zionism, Maoism, slavery,
freedom, the Holocaust, critical
race theory, the illegality of mask
requirements, supposed Jewish
ties to organized crime and the vi-
ral falsehood that transgender
students were raping people in
bathrooms

"1 fight here week after week,”
one woman said, “to ensure that
my children will never be subject
to having their freedom taken

Corttinued on Page ALZ
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Izland’s Somber Reminders

In Biak, Indonesia, collectors still find
remnants of o World War T batthe,
including remains of G.I.s. PAGE A

MNew Vesuvius Victim Found
The discovery of a person buried in the
A.D. 79 eruption could yield fresh in-
sights on ancient Rome. PAGE Ad
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A Challenging Cuomo Case
Cases involving forcible touching, the
criminal charge faced by former Gowv.
Andrew M. Cuomo of New York, are
often hard to prosecute. PAGE A2F

BUSIMESS B1-7
Variants Threat to Recovery

Omicron has already curtailed travel,
bl its broader coomomic impact ism'
likely to bhe known for weeks. PAGE BL

OPEC Ponders Next Move
The cartel wants to bolster ail prices, but

it also needs to factor in the release of
reserves by several countries.  PAGE BT

ARTS C1.8
Staying Ahead of Her Time

A new exhibition features the works of
Carrie Mae Weems, who has explored
Issues of identity for decades,  PAGECI

Gen Z Is Making Its Mark
Olivia Rodrigo, Lil Nas X and others
grew up on the web, admiring artists
who are now their peers. PAGE CI

When Pressure Is a ‘Privilege’
Max Scherzer said he interpreted the
Mets” financial commitment to him as a
commitment to winning, and he's ready
to repay the favor PAGE BS

OBITUAR

Composer of Soundscapes

Advin Lucier, 30, an influential creator
of experimental music, focused on the
scientific underpinnings of sound and

Bll-12

of listeners" perceptions. PAGE BI12
OPINIOM AZ6-27
Ross Douthat PAGE A27

THURSDAY STYLES D1.8
An Enduring Influence

Cur writers reflect on the impact that
the designer Virgil Abjoh, who died of
cancer on Sunday, had on the workd of
fashion and beyond, PAGE D1
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ABORTION OPPONENTS pray in front of the LS. Supreme Court building in Washington as the court’s
nine justices hear arguments about a Mississippi law that bans abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

San Francisco case of Omicron
variant is first confirmed in U.S.

Person who returned
from South Africa last
week and fell ill has
tested positive.

By LuxeE MoONEY,
RonmG-Gona Liw IT
AND Mavia DOLAN

SAN FRANCISCO —
The first LS. case of the
Omicron  wvariant of the
coronavirus has been con-
frmed in San Francisco,
putting California at the
center of the nation’s pan-
demic response onee again.

Officlals sald the infected
individual returned home
from South Africa on Mo,
22, A few days after arriving,
the person began to feel
and got tested. On Monday,
the result came back pos-
itive, and the virus specimen
was subseqguently analyvzed
and revealed to be the latest
named coronavirus strain.

The person was fully vac-
cinated and had mild symp-
toms that did not reguire
hospitalization. Oficials
said the individuals condi-
tion was improving as of
Wednesday.

There are no signs yet of
any larger outbreak in the
Bay Area, and state and fed-
eral officials emphasized
that caution, rather than
consternation, iscalled for.

In California, health and
political leaders remain con-
fident that the new variant
will not require the reimpo-
sition of lockdowns or other
restrictions. Rather, they
said. this latest twist in the

[See Casa, AE]

ANHA MONEVMAKER Grtty Images

“WE'LL FIGHT this variant with science and speed, not chaos and confusion,™
President Biden said as rescarchers work to determine how rislky Omicron is.

Biden to boost protections

His winter plans include free coronavirus tests
and helping vaccinated Americans get extra shots

By CHRIS MEGERIAN

WASHINGTON — As
winter approaches and the
Omicron variant rattles the
globe, President Biden will
announce expansive plans
to increase the country's de-
fenses against the corona-
wirus, including a campaign
to convince Americans to
get booster shols and a re-

quirement that insurance
companies cover the cost of
home tests.

Biden's plans, which he is
expected Lo unveil Thursday
at the Mational Institutes of
Health, do not include new
restrictions on businesses or
domestic travel. However.
international visitors will be
required to get coronavirus
tests one day before board-
ing their Mights to the LS.,

rather
ahead.

In addition, Biden will
extend the requirement to
wearmaskson public transit
such as trains and airplanes
until March 18,

The president's an-
nouncement comes a day
after the first U.S. case of
Omicron was confirmed in
California. The patient had

[See Biden, AS]

than three davs

latimes.com

Justices appear

ready to restrict
abortion rights

In Mississippi case,
conservatives on high
court signal reversal
of Roe vs. Wade.

By DavID G. SAVAGE

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court's conserva-
tives sounded ready on
Wednesday to sewverely re-
strict a woman's right to
choose abortion and pos-
sibly overturn Roe vs. Wade
entirely.

The court now has six
Justices who are deeply
skeptical of abortion rights.
And during arguments
about a Mississippl law ban-
ning abortions after 15 weeks
of pregnancy, only Chief . Jus-
tice John G. Roberts Jr.
seemed interested in finding
a narrow ruling.

The others — including
Justices Brett Lt s Ka-
vanaugh and Amy Coney
Barrett, Trump appointees
who some legal experts
thought might join Roberts
— sounded prepared to
owverturn the landmark 1973
Roe ruling.

“The Constitution is nei-
ther pro-life nor pro-choice
on abortion.,” Kavanaugh

said, adding the court
should not. “pick sides on the
most contentious social de-
bate in American life.”

Barrett  said pregnant
women who do not want to
raise a young child can put
the baby up for adoption. If
so, she said, the lack of ac-
cess to abortions should not
have a great effect on thelr
lives and careers.

The three liberal justices
sald the court would be mak-
ing a great mistake to over-
turn its past rulings, includ-
ing FRoe and the 18982 deci-
sion in Planned Parenthood
wvs, Casey, which reaffirmed
the right to abortion up to 24
weeks of a pregnancy.

They said that the facts
on the ground related to
abortion in the TLS. had not
changed and that a reversal
would be interpreted by
Americans as a political
move,

Justice Sonia Sotomayor
warned that the court would
not “survive the stench that
thiscreates in the public per-
ception.” That plea was
probably directed at Rob-
erts, who as chief justice has
long attempted to move in-
crementally and preserve
the court's reputation forin-
dependence,

[See Abortion. A6]

Philanthropist slain
in Beverly Hills

Jacqueline Avant,
friend to presidents
and celebrities, is shot
dead in her home.

By RICHARD WINTON,
Maria L La GANGA,
HaviEy SMITH

AND NaTHAN SoLIs

She was the guiet philan-
thropist, an elegant. behind-
the-scenes force. He isa mu-
siec  industry legend, the
“Black CGodfather” with a
star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame,

Early Wednesday morn-
ing, at least one suspect with
a gun entered the Beverly
Hills home of Jacqgueline and
Clarence Avant. Moments
later, Jacqgueline lay fatally
wounded by a gunshot and
Clarence was berefl.

During a brief news con-
ference just a day after he
was sworn in, Beverly Hills
Police Chief Mark Stain-
brook remained tight-
lipped. He declined to di-
vulge the number of sus-
pects involved, who — if any-
one — witnessed the attack,

or whether it was the latest
in a string of violent rob-
beries tangeting the rich and
famous in and around Los
Angeles.

“The motives in this case
are still unknown, and we'Te
investigating  all  possible
motives,” Stainbrook told
reporters about 12 hours af-
ter the attack. “We will not
speculate on anything that's
out there, including if this
was a robbery attempt or
not.

What was clear, however,
was the impact the Avants
have had during their long
life together, on politics and
sports and entertainment,
on goals as lofty as civil
rights and as humbile as get-
ting bikes to disadvantaged
children. Tributes flowed —
shocked and tender —

[See Asvant, A]

United two worlds
to help the poor

Jacqueline Avant
brought politicians and
celebrities together in
charitable worlks.
CALIFORNLA, B1

Tennis events in
China suspended
U.S -based women’s
tour announces the
mowve out of concern
for Peng Shuai's

safety. NATION, A4

Abrams seeks
Georgia rematch

The Democratic voting
rights activist an-
nounces a bid to chal-
lenge Gowv. Brian Kemp
in 2022, NATION, A4

Mater Dei

needs to step up

The O.C. high school
and the diocess have
much to answer for,
Gustavo Arellano
writes. CALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Morning fogd.
L.A. Basin: 72/49. B6

Printed with soy inks on S
partially recyeled paper. e
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Angelenos favor single-family zoning changes

Amid a housing crisis,
MOST SUPPHOTT TWO TIewW
laws that foster higher
density, a poll finds.

BY Lianm DILLON

A majority of Los Angeles
County voters back two new
state laws deslgned to spur
housing construction, in-
cluding one that signifi-
cantly changes traditional
single-family zoning. a new
pall finds,

‘The poll, by the Los An-
geles Business Council Insti-
tute, done in cooperation
with the Los Angeles Times,
provides one of the first tests
of public reaction to the new
laws, which could bring
about a dramatic change to
California’s development
landscape,

The laws, Senate Bills §
and 10, take effect Jan. L
‘They were a culmination ofa
years-long debate in Sacra-

AGREEMENT ON TEJON RANCH

Environmental group and developer reach deal over building 19,300 homes
n "net zero” project on flanks of Tehachapi Mountains, CALIFORNLIA, B1

mento over local zoning re-
strictions that can drag
down housing production.
The fight stirred intense op-
position among homeowner
HETOUPS, especially in Los An-
geles, where opponents said
the proposals threatened to
destroy single-family neigh-
borhoods.

So far, the poll indicates,
a majority of voters have not
adopted that dire view.

Countywide, 55% of vot-
ers support Senate Bill 9,
which lets property owners
construct duplexes, and in
some cases fourplexes, in

maost single-family-home
neighborhoods statewide.
By contrast, 27% were

against the law while 18%
wers undecided.

Senate Bill 10, which lets
local city councils expedite
construction of apartment
complexes of up to 10 units
near transit hubs and urban
infill areas, including in sin-
gle-family-home zones, gets
stronger support. It has sup-

[See Zoning laws, AT ]

BUSINESS INSIDE: After weathering Delta variant, travel sector braces for Omicron. A10
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Omicron
varianl
urfaces in
California

First known U.S. case
is vaccinated resident
back from South Africa

BY LENA H. SUN,
HATIE SHEPHERD
AND ALISSA GREENRERG

The omicron variant of the
coronavirus — which has sparked
eoncern acrnss the world — has
landed on LS. shores, with the
nation's first case identified in a
San Francisco resident who re-
cently returned from Sowth Afri-
ca. Amid uncertainty surround-
ing the potential threat of om
cron, health officials said the dis-
covery was both expected and a
sign that precautions for travelers
are working to keep tabs on the
mew variant.

The Sa rizen resident,
who arrived Nov, 22 from South
Africa, began feeling ill around
Mowv, 25 and got tested for the
coronavirus Nov. 28, California
Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) said
Wednesday at a news conferenoce.

The previcusly healthy patient,
who was fully vaccinaved with the
Moderma vaccine but had not
received a booster shot, tested
positive Mov. 20, officials said

The person had received a sec-
ond vaccine dose in August and
had not wet reached the six

SEE OMICRON ON Al

‘Pandemic treaty': Countries seek
way to fight future outbreaks. AL3

International travelers: Testing
expands at key ULS. ainports. A1S

Shutdown

appears mol
likely as GOP
group digs in

BY Tony Row,
MikE DEBoNIS
AND SEUNG MIN Kiv

The US. povernment on
Wednesday moved one step closer
to a potential shutdown, as some
Republicans seized on a fast-
approaching fiscal deadline o
mount fresh opposition to Presi-
dent Biden's coronavirus vaccina-
tion and testing mandates.

The emerging conservative
campaign quickly divided GOP
lnwmakers, enraged  congres
sional Democrats and threatened
to unravel days of bipartisan talks
on Capitol Hill. The current fieder-
al spending mgres nt is set to
expire Friday at midnight.

“We're opposed o the man-
date,” said Sen. Ron Johnson (K-
Wis. L “We don't want the federal
government to be able to fund
them in any way shape or form.™

Under Biden's directive, issued
this year, private buslncu-c-. that
employ more than 100 workers
must require vaccination or im
plement a comprehensive testing

Antiabortion and abortion rights ad Argus Ay
Mississippl law that would ban most abortlons after 15 weeks of pregnancy. Tt Is Hkely vo be months before a decislon Is anmounced.

Polential reversal of Roe

rattles politic:

BY SEAN SULLIVAN
anp Spume Min Kiv

Thee volatile issue of abortion
catapulted to the center of the
political debate Wednesday af-
ter the Supreme Court signaled
it would uphold a law under-
mining Roe v Wade, creating
the potential for the polarizing
issue to reshape the electoral
battlefield.

Democrats immediately sig-
naled they would aim to make
abortion rights a central focus
in pext year's midverm elec-
tions, where their prospects
have been viewed as dim, while
many Republicans sought to
keep the focus on inflation and
other problems facing Presi-
dent Biden.

“This is an attack on Women
o make their own health-care
decisions, Their families, its up
o them™ said Sen. Patty Mur-

Wl landscape

ray (Wash.), a former chair of
the Democratic Senatorial
Campaign  Comunittee.  “To
have politicians decide to me is
Just frightening, and 1 expect a
lot of voters will react to that”

Sen. Rick Scott {Fla.), chair-
man of the National Republi-
can Senatorial Committee, in
eontrast demuorred when asked
whether he believes abortion
will be a motivating issue fior
Republican voters,

“They're talking about infla-
tion. They're talking about the
border. They're talking about

the  Afghanistan  debacle.
They're talking about parenta
ment  in education,”

. “If you look at the
polls and what people are car-

ing about, thats what theyre
focnzed on”

The differing responses
framed a central question:

EEE ABORTION ON A1Y

eyt —————

the Suprema Court as the Justices heard arguments on a

State abortion policy absent Roe v. Wade

If Roe w Wade is overturned, abortion access will be left to ndividual states.
Based on current laws, 21 states would ban or severely restrict abortion
access, soma through pre-Roe abortion bans that would become enforceabls

again and

others through post-Roe laws that would be triggered by the

precedent being sverturned. Fourtesn states and 0.C. have palicies that

explicitly protect abortion.
@ PostRoe restrictions
. “Trigger” law banning abortions

HI

Unenforced pre-foe ban
@ Laws that protect abortion rights

Nate: Arkansas, Mississippi, Oklahomsa and Texas have pre-Hoe bans and post-foe
Lriggar s, Alabaarmes has @ pro-Foe ban and post-Roe resbrictions.

Sourcs: GuRtmacher Instlule

MM IELA SANTAVLRIN, THE WASHINGTON POST

nals major shift on abortion

B

MISS. LAW APPEARS
LIKELY TO STAND

ised
m Roe

to curtail or over

BY RORERT BARNES

The Supreme Court on

Wednesday signaled it is on the
verge of 8 major curtailment of
abortion rights in the United
States, amd appeared likely to
aphold a Mississippl law that
violates one of the essential hold-
ings of Roe v. Wade established
nearly S0 vears ago.
Whether the court would
eventually overrule Res and its
finding that women have a fimn-
damental right to end their preg-
nancies was unclear.

But none of the six conserv-
tives who make up the court’s
majority expressed support for
maintaining its rule that states
may not prohibit abortion before
the point of fetal viability, which
is generally estimated to be be-
tween 22 and 24 weeks of preg-
nancy.
Chief Justice John G. Roberts
Jr, often the most moderate of
the conservatives, said Missis-
sippis law prohibiting most
abortions after 15 weeks was not
a “dramatic departure” from via-
bility, and gave women enough
time to make the choice o end
their pregnancies

He added: “Why would 15
weeks be an inappropriate line?™

But the other conservatives
did not express much interest in
rewriting Hoe, decided in 1973, or
1992%  affirming  decisic
FPlanned Parenthood v Casey.
Rather, they indicated they were
open to simply getting rid of
both.

The court’s liberal justices
said the institution's reputation
wonld be irreparably damaged if
nearly a half-century of its abor-
tion jurisprodence were disman-
tled hecanse of a change in
membership.

But the nearly two-hour argu-
ment seemed to indicate that the
three nominees of President
Donald Trump — Neil M. Gor-
such, Brett M. Kavanaugh and
Amy Coney Barrett — will be key
to the outcome.

SEE COURT ON Ay

Sounding off: Prolesters on both
sides gather outside the court. AG

“Fetal viability': Why this is at the
heart of the Mississippi case. AB

Parents may

BY GRIFF WITTE,
Woonrow Cox
Mank BErMAN

Jow
AN

The prosecutor overseeing the
investigation into a mass killing
at a Michigan high school this
week strongly suggested Wednes-
day that she would charge the
teenage suspect’s parents, an un-
usual move but one
eontrol advocates sa)
to combating the nation’s scourge
of shootings by minors.

‘Officials have said that the
father of the suspect, 15-year-old
Ethan Crumbley, on Friday

" be charged

Prosecutor in Michigan
school case: Owners
must secure guns

iclt:ex\:l a path of terror at Oxfood
High School, killing four people
and injuring seven others, Oak-
land County Prosecutor Earen
MceDonald said.

While it is unclear how Crumb-
ley may have obtained the gun
from his father, MeDonald said
Wednesday that gun owners have

in shooling

“Those who do not do that
shoukd and will be held acconnt
able” she said. "We have to do
better”

MeDonald said in addition to
charges announced Wednesday
against the teen — including four
counts of first-degree murder —
she ted that other charges
could be filed, including against
Crumbley's paremts,

Such a charge wonld he a
rarity: Adult gpun owners are al-
most never held accountable
when children use their weapons
to harm themselves or others.

SEE SHOOTING ON A4

Cone

1s about Peng prompt

WTA to halt events in China

BY L1z CLARKE

The Womens Tennis Associa-
tion announced Wed nesday that it
is pending its tournaments in
Clmm and Hong Eong in response

5 about the safety and
'-\mll -being of Chinese tennis play-
er Peng Shuai

The decizsion — which wonld
represent millions in lost revenne
and may heighten ealls fora diplo-
matic boycott of the 2022 Bejjing
Winter Olympics Was  an
nounced by WTA chairman and

strategy. The president has
posed similar policies targeting
SEE SHUTDOWN ON ALS

bought the se

utomatic hand-
gun used in the killings. Just four
day= later, on Tuesday. Crumbley

a responsibility to secure their
Weapons
young people are invobved.

— particularly when

Lockdown drills: Training appesars
to hawve saved lives, official says. A3 There

CED Steve Simon with the full
support of its board of directors.
has been mounting con-

oern about Peng s well-being since
she alleged in a social media post
MNow., 2 that she was sexually as-
saulted by a former senior Chinesse
official. After not being heard
from for several weeks, Peng re-
emerged in Chinese media in late
Movember, butconcerns about her
situation have not abated.

“Im gowowd] conacience, Tdon't see
how [ can ask our athletes to com-
pete there when Peng Shuai is not
allowed to communicate freely
and has seemingly been pressured

SEE TENNIS ON AZ

Sally Jenkins: The WTA's stand for
decency could start groundswell. D1
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Much 1o reconcile Virginia colleges are still
wrestling with trauma and i lices roobed in
slavery. the Confederacy and Jim Crow. Bl

sent over the league’s
agreement seemed to set
the stage for a lockout. D
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THE MATION

Stacey Abrams, the
Dremaocrat who narrowly
lost Georgia's 2018 gov-
eTnor's race, announced
she will seek the office
BT INEXT VeAr. A7

The United States is by

far the leading contribu-
tor to the “deluge” of

plastic waste lttering
oeeans and needs a
strategy to combat it, a
study concluded. Ax
Dronald

tested

shared a debate stage
with Joe Riden in Sep-
rember 200, three for-
icl. Axz

THE WORLD
Australia’s unity
against the coronavirus
s frayed as the unvac-
cinated mount protests
and harass political
leaders. arz
About 37 percent of
the world's people, most
of them in developing
mations, have yet to nse
the Internet, a 11N
agency estimated. A13
Secrctary of State An-
tony Blinken will meet
this week with his Rus-
shan counterpart. AT7

THE ECONOMY
Americans of color are
turning to cryprocurren-
ey to build wealth owt-

shile the traditional
banking system. A18
Facebook has taken
down an internaticnal
grouping of disinforma-
tion networks, incleding
those thed vo politheal ac-
vors and militants. A%

THE REGION
Contractors have fin-
ished work on the Dulles

major element of the
Silver Line project. B1
The wheels of a Meiro
ar that derailed had
shifted far beyond the
transit agency’s stan.
dard for safety, accord -
ing to preliminary find-
ings from the NTSH. B
The recorded interro-
gation of a California
man accused of assault-

ing a police officer offers
anum ual account of
Jan. & in a defendant’s
own words. B
Alexandria, facing the
challenges of urban

h, announced the
[a new city
manager. Bs
Federal officials found
that Frederick County
sehools pervasively and
mproperly used re
straints and saclusion
For students with dis-
abilities. BS

OBITUARIES

Legal scholar Philip B.
Heyvmann, 96, was the
chief aide to the Water-
gAate special prosecutor
and later led the Justice
Department’s criminal
division. BS
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LOCAL LIVING

A world of wonder
Experts offer Gps on
infusing a sense of awe
inta children’s lives.
STYLE

Standards of care
The harmful TV tropes of
yore aren't gone
complately, but today's
therapists on shows swch
as “Insecure” and “Mare
of Easttown” are
transcending them. C1
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'Will Smith, entre el rap
velcine,unavidaala
altura de la levenda

Por su papel en Rey Richard, que se estrena
haoy, es el gran candidatoen los Oscar.

JUEVES 2 DE DICIEMBRE DE 2021

partido con Newel
“una intoxicacion”.

Protagonizaron, juntocon Zambrano,
episodios deindiscipling en la previa del

Battaglia habléde

BOCA, SIN PAZ: NUEVO UN COCTEL DE ARTE,

ESCANDALO CON NATURALEZAY

VILLAY CARDONA TECNOLOGIA EN MIAMI
deportes cultura

En el regresode Art Basel se destacan los
aportes multidisciplinarios para generar
conciencia sobre el cambio climéatico y el

futuro del plancta. Pagina 25
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Procesaron a Macri por
espionaje y Cambiemos
denuncia una persecucion

arasanjuan. Fl juez Bava le imputa ese presunto delito contra familiares de las victimas

El juez federal de Dolores Martin
Bava proceso ayer al expresidente
Mauricio Macri como responsable
de presuntos hechos de espionaje
ilegal contra familiares de las victi-
mas del ARA San Juan.

A su vez, el juez le trabd un em-
bargo por 100 millones de pesos v
le prohibid salir del pais.

Macrirecibidla noticia mientras
participaba en Chile de una activi-
dadvinculada consu papel comoti-
tular de la Fundacion FIFA. “Esuna
persecucidn politica que va todos
sabiamos”, afirmo el exjefe del Es-
tado, quien aver recibid un amplio
respaldode la cupula de Juntos por
elCambio, donde también lo consi-

deraron un acto de persecucion,

El juez Bava procesta Macri como
“responsabledel delitode realizacidn
de acciones de inteligencia prohibi-
das en cardcter de autor”. La prohi-
bicién de salir del pais no es total
porqueel juez contempléensu fallo
la posibilidad deautorizarloaviajar
ante pedidos concretos. Pagina 10

Fiesta en Olivos:
el juez rechazo
los argumentos
del Presidente

Paginall

La Corte de EE.UU. pone en
duda el derecho al aborto

el mundo

WASHINGTON (De nuestro corresponsal).—
parecia inclinada ayer a ratificar una ley restrictiva del aborto en Mississippi y a avanzar
miis alla para revocar ese derecho, que rige en el pais desde hace casi medio siglo. Pagina2

Activistas antiabortistas pidieron ayer prohibir esa priactica frente a la sede de la Corte norteamericana

Las variantes
del virus, un
desafio para
las vacunas

PANDEMIA. Un experto
asegura que la region
logrd avances. paginaz1

La Corte Suprema de EE.UU.

AFF

Ataque al playero. Sospechan que
un clan protege al adolescente profugo

Gustavo Carabajal
LA NACION

Cuando los vecinos y clientes del
estacionamiento de Moreno al 800
afirmaban quela familia del menor

acusadodeagrediral playero Arturo
Lapezeraviolentay“pesada”, tenfan
razon. Lamadre del imputadotiene
el mismoapellido que el jefe deuna
banda quesededicabaarealizar es-
tafas con la modalidad “cuento del

tio” v que operaba en Rosario, Co-
rrientes, Mar del Plata y la ciudad
de Buenos Aires. El joven de 17 afios
estd profugoy losinvestigadores sos-
pechanquees protegido porunclan
tamiliar. Contintiaen la pagina2é

Mision a
Washington
para afinar
los mimeros
con el FMI

DEUDA. Técnicos de
Economia y el BCRA se
reunirdn con el equipo del
Fondo; mercados, arriba

Unequipodel Ministeriode Econo-
miayel Banco Central partirdel sa-
bado a Washington para reunirse
con los téenicos del Fondo Mone-
tario Internacional (FMI) v tratar
de afinar los niimeros en la bis-
queda de un acuerdo que permita
refinanciarla deuda de US$44.000
millones con ese organismo,

“El objetivo es continuar avan-
zando en los entendimientos téc-
nicos”, informaron en Economia.
Unvocerodel FMIconfirme que el
equipo dirigido por Julie Kozacky
Luis Cubeddu se reunird con una
delegacionargentina” en'Washing-
ton “para profundizarlas discusio-
nes téenicas hacia un programa
respaldado por el FMI™.

Enlacapital norteamericana ven
dificil gue s¢ logre firmar un acuer-
doantes defin deafio. Lanoticiade
lamision mejordelclimaen el mer-
cado: subieron acciones y bonos y
bajdel riesgo pais. Pagina 6
LaCGT le pididoa Guzman
queclacuerdo
sea “sinajuste”

Santiago Dapelo. Pagina

La inflacion
cedio poco en
noviembre y
rondaria el 3%
Alimentos, indumentaria

y vivienda siguen
liderando las subas. Paginais

UBA: amparos
por la demora
en la entrega
de titulos

EDUCACION. Son més de
250; algunos casos levan
varios afios. pagina22
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Saude deve
adiar plano
de derrubar
mascaras

Com a identificagio dos
primeiros casos da vari-
ante dmicron do coronavi-
rus no Brasil, o Ministério
da Sanide deve adiar a re-
comendacio para a retira-
da de mascarasao ar livre.
Prevista para ser divul-
ada antes do Natal, aten-
endo a pedido do presi-
dente, a decisdo s6 deve
ser tomada em 2022, ante
mais dados sobre impac-
tos da nova cepa. saide B1

André Mendonca é o novo in-
regrante do Supremo Tribu
nal Federal. Por 47 votosa fa-
vor e 32 contrarios —6além
do necessdrio, mas aguém
dos outros dez ministros—,
0 Senado aprovou ontem o
indicado por Jair Bolsona-
ro para uma cadeira do STE.

QUINTA-FEIRA, 2 DE DEZEMBRO DE 2021

Senado aprova Mendonca
como novo ministro do STF

Com 47 votos a favor e 32 contra, indicado por Bolsonaro em julho promete defender laicidade

A0S 48 anos, o ex-advo-
gado-geral da Unifo passa
a ser o segundo escolhido
por Bolsonaro para a cor
te. O outro € Kassio Nunes
Margues, aprovado no ano
passado. Ele assume a vaga
de Marco Aurélio de Mello,
que se aposentou neste ano.

0 novo ministro foi ofici-
almente apontado em julho

elo presidente, que dizia

uscar alguém “terrivelmen-
te evangeélico” Antes da vota-
¢io pelo Senado, ele foi sub-
metido a oito horas de saba-
tina pela Comissiode Cons-
tituicio e Justica da Casa.

Durante a arguicao, tentou
se distanciar de Bolsonaro e
minimizar uma eventual in-
terferéncia dareligido em su-
as posi¢des. “Como tenhodi-
[0 quanio a mim mesmo: na
vida, a Biblia; no Supremo, a
Constituicdo”, disse, frisando

a laicidade do Estado.

POLICIAIS RODOVIARIOS DE SP TREINAM COM FUZIS PARA COMBATER ‘NOVO CANGACO’

2 b

Rubens Cavallariy Folhapress

Agentes da PRF em Atibaia manuseiam armas de calibre 7,62 doadas pelo Exército; objetivo é conter quadrilhas que invadem cidades para assaltos cotidiano BS

Cidades vetam
Carnaval de rua,
mas liberam baile
Prefeituras paulistas can-
celaram em massa ativida-
des carnavalescas em 2022
devido a Covid —erm mui-
tas das cidades, porém, os
verns se restringem so-
mente a esfera publica.
Os eventos contimuam
liberados em clubes e ba-
res, por exemplo, saide B2

UE avalia vacina

obrigatoria, e mortes
saltam na Alemanha a2

Doses de validade curta
e descrenga emperram
imunizagio na ﬁnta ALz

EDITORIAIS A2

Mendonga no STF
Acerca de aprovacao de
indicado por Bolsonaro.
Inflagao empobrece
Sobre queda da renda ao
menor nivel desde 2012.

5400_u1165

Esporte B7

F1 na Arabia Saudita

Categoria ignora violagbes de direitos
humanos por seu primeiro GP no pais

Nustrada C1

Tim Burton inaugura
mural em prédio

de SP e se prepara
para viajar ao Brasil

Turismo C8

Para comissarias,
respeito mutuo no ar
€ saida para relagio
boa com passageiros

Brasil tem maior aceleracio
de juros entre 32 paises

0 Banco Central do Brasil é
o gque mais elevou juros en-
tre 32 instituicdes acompa-
nhadas pelo BIS, espécie de
banco central dos bancos
centrais. O levantamento in-
dica que 14 entidades aper
taram sua politica moneta-
ria para conter a inflagao,
gue avanga globalmente.

A taxa bdsica brasileira
foi de 2% a0 ano, em janei-
ro, para 7,;75%, e deve che-
gara9,25% dia 8, quando o
Copom decidira a respeito.
Ainda assim, a alta de1o,7%
da inflacio em 12 meses
s0 perde para a argentina
(52%) ea turca (19,9%) entre
as observadas. mercado A1s
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Voluntariado
na educacao

Apresentagho da pesquisa “Voluntariade
na Educagio”, do Datafolha

© papel do voluntariado na educagio

Evasio escolar: cendrios ¢ caminhos

oo DO

-]

Bt

FOLHA100

14h as 16h
EVENTO GRATUITO

* m
folha.com/voluntariado

Saiba mais na pagina A14

R% 5,00

Acenou & classe politica e
prometeu defender a Justi
¢aeademocracia —afirmou,
porém, que esta foi conquis-
tada no pais sem derrama-
mento de sangue. Foi ques-
tionado a respeito das mor-
tessob a ditadura militar, as
quais reconheceu. poderas

&6

Na vida, a Biblia;
no Supremo,

a Constituicao
André Mendonga
durante sabatina ontem

AMNALISE
Ranier Bragon

Sabatinado optou
por renegar pilares
do bolsonarismo

Podder AT

PAINEL

Nio havera defesa
de casamento gay,
diz lider evangélico

0 deputado aliado Soste-
nes Cavalcante (DEM-R])
diz gque André Mendonga
respondeu a pergunta so-
bre casamento gay de for
matreinada, paraagradar
a progressistas e evangéli-
COS, 8 que 0 tema nao serd
defendido no STE. Poderas

Bruno Boghossian
Mendoncga versus

Mendonga

0 André Mendonga apro-
vado para o STF niio teria
sido indicado por Bolsona-
o, O'novo ministro tentow
se descolar do presidente e
reduzir o aspecto religioso
de sua escolha. E dificil sa-
ber qual personagem apa-
recerd na corte nos pro-
Ximos 26 anos. opiniio Az

PM algema homem negro
a moto em movimento
Um policial militar alge-
mou um homem negro a
uma moto da corporagio
e oarrastou por uma ciclo-
via em SE. A PM afastou o
agente e abriu investiga-
¢ao sobre o episédio, Bs
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Molnupiravir, la pastilla anti-Covid, estara disponible en los hospitales para fin de afio
i T L r m

Sefial positiva: Gastronomicos

contratan personal para verano

Gobierno y sector privado analizan medidas para incentivar la inmunizacion. Una de las
propuestas es que se pida el carnet de vacunacion para ingresar a los eventos.

PAGIMAS 2, 3714

Binacional se niega a proveer informacian
i

La Contraloria accioné ante la %

Justicia para auditar finanzas y *ﬂMta Sf Re uegnunc ’t
la contabilidad de Itaipu . u_ &

Falhe 1

A

Enviara sus conclusiones a la Fiscalia

CGR confirma irregularidades
en las compras Covid de la
administracion de Nenecho

PAGING 21

Los préstamos nunca se terminaban de pagar

El Poder Judicial estaba gratis
al servicio de RGD, relatd en el
juicio oral una de sus victimas

PAGINA 48

Alliana defiende a Hugo Javier
diciendo que otras instituciones
también usan facturas falsas

PALGINA 4
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. M ET DE L'ECRITURE race 14

e uniguement

e fatteur » Beaumarchais

MORAND, CHARDONNE, P

VALER

L'ARTDELA

CORRESPONDANCE NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

PRESIDENTIELLE
La majorité hésite
encore sur sa ligne

face a Zemmour
FAGE 6

UKRAINE

Kiev g'inquiéte
d'une offensive
russe en
préparation races

RESEAUX
Facebook

fait tomber

le groupuscule
complotiste V_V

PAGE 13

DISTINCTION
L'historien Eric
Rousselrecu
al'Académie des
sciences morales
et politiques

PAGE 18

HOMMAGE

La derniere
collection de Virgil
Ablch pour Louis
WVuitton, a Miami
PAGE 34

L1 . 1es
chroniques

de Luc Ferry
et d'Alexandre
Devecchio

= Le téte a téte
de Charles
Jaigu

« Un entretien
avec Jérame
Fourquet et
Raphaél Llorca
= La tribune de
Thierry Lenz

PAGES IT, 20ET 21
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R.epomes ala question
mercredi:

Pense’.z—vous quEric
Zemmour obtiendra
les 500 parrainages
necessaires pour
se présenter 4 l'élection
presidentielle ?
oul NON
69 % 3%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 235903

Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigarofr
L'Etat doit-il créer

une «banque

de la démocratie »

pour aider les candidats
qui n'ont pas accés

au financement bancaire
== pour leur campagne?

SHDUTVALN - STOCK ADOSE DO

EVONDAS/ PHOTOPOR / IDUANAL SA0ONE ET LOIRE /MAXPPP

KETTY

2022: les candidats face au
casse-téte du financement

Confrontés a la frilosité des banques, qui rechignent a leur accorder des préts, les prétendants
cherchent des alternatives et réclament une réforme du financement de la vie politique.

L'alerte a été lancée par Ma-
rine Le Pen dans un courrier
adressé en septembre 4 Em

manuel Macron = « Bon nam-
bre de candidats potentiels d
I'élection présidentielle se re-
trouvent confrontés @ une
quasi-impossibilite de trouver

des financements =, écrivait la
prétendante du RN, En can
se, notamment, les réticen
ces des banques frangaises a
accorder des préls aux can
didats : préoccupées par leur
image, prudentes sur les ca-
pacités de remboursement

des partis politiques, elles
exigent désormais de sérieu
ses garanties. Forcant les
mandataires financiers des
candidats a aller démarcher
des établissements bancaires
européens ou i multiplier les
appels aux dons.

Comment
Emmanuel Mac
s’est finalement
5

converti
au nucléaire

n

B3 EDITORIAL pe vves thacerd yitweartoitgarot:

Le cotit de la démocratie

< , argent q.ui LYJI'.'I'(JFHPL ["ar-
gent qui achéte, 'argent
qui écrase, largent qui tue,
Pargent qui ruine, et "ar-
geril qid pourril fusgicd la
conscience des hommes!» Ainsi s"exprimait
Frangois Mitterrand au congrés d'Epinay du
Parti socialiste, en 1971, L'homme n'était
jamais avare de legons de morale i "endroit
de ses adversaires, mais celle-cl était don
née |'année méme o le PS organisait son fi-
nancement ooculte | Une société changée de
racketter les entreprises lors de la passation
de marcheés publics par les collectivités lo-
cales qu'il dirigeait #tait effectivemen! mise
sur pied. Le pot aux roses sera découvert
vingt ans plus tard quand affaire Urba
commencera. Elle allait, avec d'autres en
suite, longtemps empoisonner la chronigque
politique, détruire la carriére de nombre
d'élus et contribuer 3 creuser la défiance des
Frangais pour leurs représentants,
Alors que la présidentielle de 2022 appro-
che, la question du financement de la vie
politique reste posée. Elle continue i faire
des vagues. Certes, les valises de billets
tombant du ciel n'existent plus. [es régles

du jeu ont ébé établies pour, en principe,
plus de transparence e moins d"hypocrisie.
Pour autant, comme le prouvent certaines
affaires judiciaires en cours, les soupgons de
fraude subsistent. Surtout, il n’est pas prou

ve que le systéme mis en place, trés contrai-
gnant et restrictif, protége mieux la vie dé-
mocratique. Ni gqu'il garantisse davantage
I'égalité des partis et des candidats dans

i leur  quéte

La question d"argent.
du financement =~ De Marine
3 . e Pen i

de la vie politique jean-Luc
Mélenchon,

reste posee
tous les can-

didats, ou presque, crient a I'injustice. Ils
réclament une réforme. En féveler 2017,
Frangois Bayrou avait fait de la création
d'une bangue publique de la démocratie la
condition de son ralliement 32 Emmanuel
Macron, La proposition, dont la pertinence
avail é1¢ disputée par le Conseil d’Erat, a fi-
nalement été enterrée. A tort.

Chacun en convient, la démocratie a un
coit. Refuser de le payer, c'est la mettre en
danger. ®
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Plusieurs partis appellent a
une refonte en profondeur
des regles regissant le finan-
cement de la vie politique. A
commencer par le MoDem de
Francois Bayrou, qui réclame
la création par I'Etat d'une
« banque de la démocratie .

< LES PRETENDANTS
CHERCHENT DES ALTERNATIVES
-+ DES BANQUES DE PLUS

EN PLUS FRILEUSES
VIS-A-VIS DES POLITIQUES

- LES PARTIS SONT MORTS.
VIVE LES PARTIS !

PAGES 2, 4 ET LEDITORIAL

Les vaccins
a l'épreuve
du variant
Omicron

Les nombreuses et inguiétan
tes mutations présentes sur la
nouvelle souche du Sars-
CoV-2 identifidée en Afrigue
du Sud vont-elles rendre la
vaccination inefficace? Les
déclarations de certains ex

perts sont alarmantes, mais
d'autres spécialistes avancent
des arpuments plus rassu
rants, rappelant qu’a ce jour
les vaccins sont restés effica-
s pour éviter les cas graves,
meéme face a des variants
considérés comme  mena-
cants. La troisieme dose exi-
gée contre le variant Delta
devrait renforcer nos défen-
s€s face a Omicron. PAGELD
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GPs may stop monitoring millions
of patients due to Covid jab drive

Exclusive Ministers
want doctors free to help
ramp up booster scheme

Denis Camphbell
Andrew Gregory

Ministers may allow GPs in England
tohalt regular monitoring of millions
of patients with underlying health
problems as part of the urgent new
blitz on delivering Covid booster jabs.

Claim of
SOS calls
from boat
in Channel

Luke Harding
Nechirvan Mando
Ranya, Iraqi Kurdistan
Rajeev Syal

The occupants of a boat that sank
last week in the Channel causing the
deaths of at least 27 people may have
tried to contact the UK authorities,
the Home Office has acknowledged.

Dan O’Mahoney - the clandestine
channel threat commander - said
he could not say with any certainty
if those onboard had rung the UK
for help. Speaking to parliament’s
humanrights committee, 0’Mahoney
said HM Coastguard was now
investigating.

The two survivars from the
incident last Wednesday claim those
onboard made repeated calls to the
British and French authorities astheir
flimsy dinghy began tosink.

According toone of the survivors,
the British responded by telling them
to get in touch with the French.

Relatives of one of those who died,

Twana Mamand Muham- @e
mad, teld the Guardian

FROTOGRATH: CLIVE ERUNSEILLTGETTY (MAGES

Sajid Javid and NHS chiefs are
locked in talks with GP repre-
sentatives at the British Medical
Association (BMA) about relaxing
rulesthat mean family doctors under-
take checks on people with diabetes,
high blood pressure and other condi-
tions that put them at higher risk of
heart attack or strake,

The news comes as the health sec-
retary announced the government
had secured contracts to buy 114m
more vaccine doses for next year
and 2023. Under the deals, accel-
erated in the wake of the Omicron

variant, Britain will purchase 54m
more Ffizer/BioNTech jabs and 60m
extra Moderna vaccines to “future-
proof” the inoculation programme,
Javid said. Officials said the new con-
tracts included access to modified
vaccines if needed to combat Omi-
cron and future variants of concern.

Yesterday the UK Health Security
Agency (UKHSA)identified 10 further
cases of the Omicron variant, bring-
ing the total detected in Britain to 32.

The BMA has been lobbying Javid
for months to suspend or scrap the
quality outcomes framework (QOF),

Inside

Boris Johnson is
under intense
pressure to explain
why Downing Street
staff seemningly held
two parties during
lockdown late last year
Page 4>

‘Igot to live
my dreams’
Johanna Konta

announces
retirement

NewsP :

which it says is “bureaucratic” and
interferes with GPs’ right to judge
how they care for patients.
Ministers and NHS England want
to free up more GF time to help
increase the delivery of boosters from
150,000 to 500,000 a day to counter
the threat posed by Omicron, which
is feared to be more transmissible
with the potential to evade vaccines.
Firms are trying toestablish whether
Omicron hasthe powertoreducethe
efficacy ofjabs, and whether they can
be tweaked in response.

Boris Johnson has oe

‘'WTA halts

all tennis
events
in China

Vincent Ni
China affairs correspondent

The Women's Tennis Association
{WTA) has announced the suspen-
sion of all tournaments in China amid
concerns about the safety of the Chi-
nese tennis star Peng Shuai, following
a high-profile row with Beijing over
the player's wellbeing that has gone
on for weeks.

“With the full support of the WTA
board of directors, I am announc-
ing the immediate suspension of all
WTA tournaments in China, includ-
ing Hong Kong,” said the WTA's chair,
Steve Simon, yesterday.

“In good conscience, [ don't see
how [ can ask our athletes to compete
there when Peng Shuaiisnot allowed
tocommunicate freely and has seem-
ingly been pressured to contradict
her allegation of sexual assault.

“Given the current state of affairs,
lam also greatly concerned about the
risks that all of our players and staff
could face if we were to hold events
inChinain 2022

Early last menth, the



