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What’s
News

Business 25 Finance
pminiabd- s

5. retail sales rose in

October by a season-
ally adjusted 1.7% from the
previous month as con-
sumers continued their
stepped-up spending de-
spite Covid-19 fears and
concerns about inflation. A1
4+ Walmart reported an-
other quarter of higher
sales, as it raised prices
for some products and
consumers shopped early
for the winter holidays. B1

# Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac are expected to back
mortgages of nearly $1 mil-
lion for the first time, a re-
flection of the rapid appre-
ciation in home prices. Al
* U.S. stocks rose, with
the S&P 500, Dow indus-
trials and Nasdaq posting
gains of 0.4%, 0.2% and
0.B%, respectively. Bl2

* Metflix is changing how
it measures viewership of
its content, a move that the

low on fuel this winter. B12
# Lucid became the latest
eleclrl:: startup to top

panies that shun gasoline. B3

World- Wide

i
# Pfizer said it asked the
FDA to authorize its oral
Covid-19 drug for ase in
high-risk patients, putting
the pill on a path that
could make it available for
people to take at home by
the end of the year. A1

# bran has resumed
ton of equipment for ad-
centrifuges at a site the
LULN.'s atomic-e| AgenCy
has been unable to
for months, di

# Biden and China’s Xi

administration’s vaccination
rules for large employers. A6
4 The Senate confirmed
Jonathan Kanter as the
Justice Department’s top
antitrust official. Ad

# The UL.5. government
could run out of resources
to meet the nation's obliga-
tions as soon as Dec, 15, the
Treasury’s Yellen said. A4
# The FEI has set up a pro-
cess to track threats against
school-board members and
teachers, moving to imple-
ment a DO directive. A2

# Biden hinted to report-
ers that he could rewveal his
choice for Fed chief at the
end of the week. A2

#* New York's ethics watch-
dog revoked its approval of
Gow.
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Shiites Warily Accept Taliban Rule 20 Years After Killings
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Pfizer Seeks Approval of Virus Pill

FDA asked to authorize
easy-to-use treatment
as US. secures supply,
licenses are granted

By Jaren S HoPkins

Pfizer Inc. said it asked US.
health regulators to authorize
its oral Covid-19 drug for use
in high-risk patients, putting
the pill on a path that could
make it available for people to
take at home by the end of the
year.

Clearance from the US.
Food and Drug Administration
would give patients and doc-
tors an easy-to-use treatment
to keep people out of the hos-
pital early in the course of the
disease.

“There is an urgent need
for lifesaving treatment op-
tions,” Pfizer Chief Executive
Albert Bourla said. “We are
mowving as quickly as possible
in our effort to get this poten-
tial treatment into the hands
of patients.™

Health authorities and doc-
tors hawve struggled with only

a handful of options for treat-
ing Covid-19 patients, espe-
cially shortly after infection. A
Gilead Sciences Inc. antiviral,
remdesivir, is mostly used to
treat  hospitalized patients,
while monoclonal antibody
treatments have proven effec-
tive but are costly and typi-
cally given in doctor offices or
hospitals.

Initial supplies of Pfizer's
pill would be limited. Pfizer
projects it will manufacture
more than 180,000 courses of
treatment this year, and plans
to increase production to at

least 50 million courses next
Ir.

President Biden has said
the U.5. has secured supply of
the Pfizer drug, called Pax-
lowvid. & person familiar with
the matter said the U.S. was
working on a contract for 10
n courses of treatment.
izer also said Tuesday
that it was licensing out Pax-
lowid to the Medicines Patent
Pool, a United Nations-backed

Pleasze turn fo page A&

Shoppers
Increase
Spending,
Despite
Inflation

Retail sales rose by
1.7% in October as
consumers bucked the
pandemic, higher prices

By Gasrier T. Ruem

U5, consumers withstood
rising inflation to power a
burst of shopping ahead of the
holiday season, with big retail-
ers reporting higher sales and
expectations for a solid finish
to the year.

Sales at LS. retail stores,
online sellers, and restaurants
rose in October by a seasonally
adjusted 1.7% from the previous
month, the Commerce Depart-
ment said. Consumers contin-
ued their stepped-up spending
despite  continued Cowid-19
fears and inflation concerns.

The elevated spending level
suggests solid holiday sales this
season, lifting the economy as
a whole, LB Morgan said it was
upgrading its growth expecta-
tions, raising its forecast for
fourth-quarter U.S. do-
mestic product to 5% from 4%.

u.s. stocks rose after the
report, with the S&P 500 gain-
ing 0%, reversing Monday's
declines, and the Dow Jones
Industrial Awverage adding
nearly 0.2%, or 54.77 points.

Please furn fopage A2

# Consumers plow through
L = —

prices.
- Eh_ulllsh Walmart raises

# Booster-shot eligibility
widens

OHaadmlneStraet Haoliday
sales ghoom looks inflated.. B13

Fannie, Freddie Set to Back
Mortgages Near $1 Million

By ANDREW ACKERMAN

WASHINGTON—The federal
povernment s about to back
mortgages of nearly $1 million
for the first time.

The maximum size of home-
mortgage loans eligible for
backing by Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac are expected to
jump sharply in 2022, a reflec-
tion of the rapid appreciation
in home prices nationally over
the past year

The increase might make it
easier and cheaper for some
borrowers to buy a home, par-
ticularly in more expensive ar-
eas of the country, but the
higher limits are also likely to
elevate debate about how big
of a mortgage is too big to be
backed by the government.

“Housing prices are expen
sive,” said Steve Walsh, pres|
dent of Scout Mortgage

Maximum size of single-family mortgages eligible

for backing by Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac

M Baseline limits
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Source: Foderal Hausing Finanoa fgency

Scottsdale, Ariz., adding that
some of his clients are unable
to qualify for loans for mod-
est-sized homes under the
current limits.

21,000,000

High-cost limits

“I don't believe these people
are looking for a castle, just a
three-bedroom house with a
backiard,” Mr. Walsh said.

Please turn to page A2

Activision CEO Knew
For Years of Sexual
Misconduct Claims

Bobby Kotick didn't inform board of
some reports, including alleged rapes

Bobby Kotick, the longtime
chief executive of videogame
glant Activision Blizzard Inc.,
received a troubling email in
July 2018,

By Kirsten Grind.
Ben Fricz and
Sarah E. Needlerman

A lawver for a former em-
ployee at Sledgehammer
Games, an Activision-owned
studio, alleged in the email
that her client had been
raped in 2016 and 2017 by her
male supervisor after she had
been pressured o consume
too much aleohol in the office

and at work events.

The female employee re-
ported the incidents to
Sledgehammer’s man-re-
sources department and other
supervisors, but nothing hap-
pened, aceording to the email,
wihich threatened a lawsuit
against the company.

Within months of receiving
the email, said people familiar
with the situation, Activision
reached an out-of-court set-
tlement with the woman, who
also had reported one of the
incidents to the police. Mr.
Hotick didn't inform the com-
panys board of directors

Please turm to page A12

Iran Boosts Nuclear Effort, Diplomats Say

By LavrencE Normaw

Iran has resumed produc-
ton of egquipment for ad-
vanced centrifuges at a site
the United Nations’ atomic-en-
ergy agency has been unable
to monitor or gain access to
for months, diplomats familiar
with the activities said, pre-
senting a new challenge for
the Biden administration as it

prepares for nuclear talks.
The renewed work has
raised fresh concerns among
Western diplomats who hawve
said it could allow Iran to
start secretly diverting centri-
fuge parts if Tehran chose to
build a covert nuclear-weap-
ons program, although they
said there is no evidence at
this point that it has done so.
Iran resumed work om a

limited scale in late August at
an assembly plant in Karaj, a
city west of Tehran, and has
since accelerated its produc-
tion, allowing it to manufac-
ture an unknown number of
rotars and bellows for more-
advanced centrifuges, diplo-

Please turn to page AIO

#+ Biden. XI open to
talks.

INSIDE

BUSINESS & FINANCE
Metflix changes how it
ranks its popular
shows to better reflect
viewer satisfaction. B1

Mayor’s Plan to Build Giant
Topiary Chicken Lays an Egg

-

City leader’s dream cost him his job,
now locals debate future of 16-ton bird

By Cameron McWHIRTER

FITZGERALD, Ga.—Mawor
Jim Puckett hatched a plan
three years ago to build the
world's rallest topiary, in the
shape of a chicken, which he
hoped would draw tourists to
his struzgling South Georgia
city,

MNow the project may never
fly. Mayor Puckett was
soundly ousted in elections
earlier this month with the
bird and its cost a major cam-
paign issue.

“The chicken is obwviously
polarizing,” he says.

The giant structure was

Please furn fo page A6
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Inflation denial

Fed needs new bosses who can face
looming danger — MARTIN WOLF, PAGE 17

A passage toIndia

Tech investors flee China, but is their
destination too hot? —sic reaD, PAGE 15

Escape fromIsis

Iragi women find new freedom after
fleeing jihadis — cHLoOE cornisH, PAGE 16

Cold case
Greece renews
sculpture plea

Eyriakos Mitsotakis, the Greek prime
minister, has called for the return of the
Elgin Marbles to thelr homeland, telling
Boris Johnson during a visit to London
that the move woaild be a “fantastic™
coup for public diplomacy.

Greece has repeatedly requested the
repatriation of the ancient sculptures,
which were removed by art collector
Lord Thomas Elgin more than 200 pears
agoand sold to the British Museum.

Drowning Street said who possessed
the marbles wasanissue “purely” for the
musem and not the UK gosvernment.

Mitsotakis pobnted out that Jolinson
was a passionate supporter of returning
the artefacts when he was president of
the Oaford Undon in1986.
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WaShihgton and Beij ing agree
to hold talks on nuclear arsenals

e Pledge from Biden-Xi call @ US wary of China build-up e First easing of secu

DEMETRI SEVASTRPULD — WASHINGTON
TOM HITCHELL — SINGAPGRE

Joe Biden and Xi Jinping have agreed to
hiold talks almed at reducing tensions, as
US anxiety grows at China’s expanding
nuclear arsenal and its recent test afa
hypersonlc weapomn.,

Jake Sullivan, US national security
adviser, said the presidents had dis-
cuased the nesd for noclear “strategic
stability” talks, in 2 virtual meeting on
Monday:. China has previously refused
o hald auclear talks, partly becase the
US has amuch bigger arsenal.

“The two leaders agreed that
would look o begin to carry forward
discussions on strategic stability,” sulll-
van told an andience at the Brookings
Institution in Washington.

There was no declslon ona format for

Troops gather as Putin
reopens his Ukraine file

Wastern intelligence that suggests
Mascow ks planning an Invasion of
Ukraine reflects the fact, according to
cne Eremlin walchar, Fhat the country
represents ‘unfinished business' for
Wiadimir Putin The Russian preshdent
last spring ordered froops he had
massed rar the border fo sfand down.
But as Moscow fears Kylv might be
looking 3t retaking the Danbas reglon
hld by Russian-backed separatists,
the sevan-year conflict & Far from aver.
\kraine deploy ment - PAGE 2

the discuzsions and the US wants to see
if China will follow through on the
pledges from Xi.

The development ks the First slgn that
the two sides have reached any kind of
agreement on easing tensions over
SETI0NS SeCurity oues. It comes agalnst
a backdrop of the worst relations
between the US and china since they
normalised diplomatic tles n 1979,

In their more than three-hour meet-
ing. Biden stressed that the two coun-
tries needed Lo creale “guardrails” to
ensure that their competition “does not
weer Into conflict™. X1 sald they needed
o aviold derailing Us-Chiisa relations.

The Pentagon this month said China
planped to more than quadraple its
muclear stockpile to 1,000 warheads by
2030, The US has about 5,800, The US

Gas prlces Chmb as Ger
approval of Nord Stream 2 pipeline

ERIKA SOLOHGN — BERLIN
BAVID SHEPPARD — LONDON

Germany has suspended certification
of the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, dealinga
blow to the Kremlin-backed project
and sparkinga risein gasprices.

The suspenston was anmounced yester-
day at a critl time for Buropean gas
supplies. Russia’s state-backed gas
group Gazprom, which is leading Nord
Stream 2, has been accused by some
nations of restricting exports to Eurspe
toaccelerate approval of the pipeline.

German regulators said they could
not yet approve the project, which plans
tosend 55bn cublc metres of gas a year
under the Baltic Sea from Russia to
Europe, becanse iis owners had created
a subsidiary not in accordance with
‘German law.

The suspension came as one of the

sald China was building hundreds of
silos for intercontinental missiles and
had a nascent “nuclear triad” — the abil-
ity to launch from land, sea and akr —
after deployinga nudearbomber.

The USdefence department also said
China was changing its nuclear posture
in ways that suggested it was shifting
away from “minimuam deterrence”™ — a
policy Intended to ensure It had just
enough weapons to retaliate against an
enemy strike — after five decades.

The Financial Times reported last
month that China in July tested a
nuclear-capable hypersonic weapon
that can orbit the earth,

Asked about China’s rapid nuclear
expanslon, which has become more
apparent over the past year, and the
hypersonkc test, Sulllvan sald the lssues

world's biggest commodity traders
warned that Europe could suffer rolling
power cuts this winter If there were a
profonged period of cold weather.

Jeremy Weir, chief executive of
Trafigura, told a Financial Times con-
terence that there was still insufficent
natural gas in the region, despite the
promise af Erscreased flws from Russia.

“we haven't got enough gas at the
moment, quite frankly. We're mot stor-
ing for the winter period,” he sabl. “50
hence there is a real concern that . . . i
wee hanve a cold winter that we could have
roldling blackouts in Europe.”

President Viadimir Putin kst month
ordered Gazprom to fill the storage facil-
ities it controds in Germany and Austria,
boosting hopes that exporis to Europe
would rise. But there have been anly
limited increases in supphy from Russia

averthe past week.

Joe Biden ad

Xi Jinping had
discussed the
need for nuclear
‘strategic
stability” talks

i a virtual
meeting on
Momnday,

the US said

' tensions

“matter profoundly for America’s
natbonal security™

The national security adviser added
that the talks with China would not be at
the same bevel as the “strategic stabilivy
dialogue” that the 115 ol ds with Russia,
which has the world's largest nuclear
arsenal, and with which the US has held
decades of arms-control negotiations.

However, there was no sign of easing
tensions over Taiwan. Biden said he
backed the “ome China™ policy, inwhich
Washington recognises Beijing as the
sole seat of government of China, but
voloed concern about military activity
near the sland. Xi warned him that
anyone who supported advocates of
Talwanese Independence was “playing
with fire™ and would “burnthemsehees®,
Constanze Stelzenmdller page 17

UK gas contracts for delivery in Dec
ember rose 17 per cent to £2.40a therm
yesterday, while the Eurcpean bench-
mark gained 15 per centto €594 per meg
awatt hour. Having eased slightly in
‘October on hopes of higher Russian sup-
plies, gas prices have now gained more
than 40 per cent inthe past week.

The Mord Stream 2 project is creating
asubsidiary to own and operate theGer-
man section of the pipeline in response
to EU “unbundling” regulations, which
require that companbes producing,
transporting and distributing gas within
the bloc are separate entities. “Char com-
pany undertakes this step to emsure
compliance with applicable rules and
regulations,” Mord Stream 2 told the FT.

German regulators sald cerffication
would be suspended until assets and
staff were transferred to the subsidiary.
Russla denles missile claims page 2
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= British security probe into Nvidia swoop
London has launched an investigation on national
security grounds into the US chipmaker's takeover
phan for UK technology group Arm, putting another
hurdle in the path of the $54bn deal. — Pase &

+ Shell threatened with Dutch exit charge
The oll major has been threatened with an exit
penalty after the dectsbon to end its dual share
structure and move its tax base to the UK triggered
a backdash in the Metherlands.— pace s

» Riissia dendes endangering space station
Moscow has sald its shooting
down of an obsolete satellite
posed no threat to the safety of
crew on the International Space
Station after the US said debris
posed a danger.— pace 2

= JPMorgan sues Tesla over go-private bid
TheUs bank has sued for $162m, saying the electric
carmaker failed to make a payment triggered after
founder Elon Musk’s 2008 tweet saying he planned
to take the conmpany private.— PAGE & LEX, PAGE

» Kampala police blame blast on jikadis
Twin blasts have rocked the centre of the Ugandan
capital, killing three and injuring mome than 30, in
what police described as co-ordinated attacks by a
“radicalised” group linked to ksis jihadis.— pace 4

» EMW shrinks buyer choices as costs bite
The German carmaker has said it will cut down on
the avallable varteties of everything from colour to
wheel ims to engine as the shift to electric
power forees it te cat costs and complexity.— Pase &

= Whole cuts of 3D-printed meat served up
Israeli start-up Redefine Meat has laanched a
ID-privted plant-based meat, making whole “cuts™
available for the first time in restawrants in Europe
amnd Israel. Itcan “print” 10kg an bour— PasE B
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“All the MNews
That's Fit to Print™
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Late Edition
Today, sunshine and some clouds,
turning milder, high 56. Tomight,
clear, low 52. Tomorrow, breezy and
milder, sunshine followed by clouds,
high 65 Weather map, Page B12.
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Biden's Talks
With Xi Calm

Rising Tension

By STEVEN LEE MYERS
and DAVID E, SANGER

The virtual meeting between
President Biden and China's
leader, Xi Jinping. produced no
breakthroughs in a relationship
that has spiraled dangerously
downward. That was not the
intent.

Instead, the two leaders
sought 1o keep the many dis-
putes between the two countries
from escalating into a broader
conflict. If they can translate
their waords into a kind of dé-
tente, it would count as a diplo-
matic success.

“It seems clear to me we need
to establish some common-sense
guardrails” Mr. Biden told Mr Xi
in opening remarks, speaking
over what amounted to the
equivalent of a Zoom call from
the Roosevelt Room at the White
House and the East Hall in the
Great Hall of the People in Bei-
jing.

Mr, Xi. for his part, called Mr.
Biden “my old friend” and used a
nautical metaphor, comparing
the two countries to ships that
must together navigare the
ooean's wind and waves without
colliding.

Bubbling under the surface,
though, was acrimony that could
prove difficult to resolve.

Continued o Page A5
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igrants on the Belarus-Polish border set fires as they camped for the night after a day of clashes with Polish security forces,

Angry and Out of Options, Migrants Rush Border

By ANDREW HIGGINS
and MARC SANTORA

BRUZGL, Belarus — He has
spent 28 nights, each colder than
the one before, choking on camp-
fire smoke and despair on Eu-
rope's doorstep, He made it across
the razor wire into Poland three
times, only o be grabbed in the
forest and forced back into Bela-
rus. His visa for Belarus expired
12 days ago, leaving him at the
mercy of a repressive police state.

On Tuesday, Rawand Akram, a
23-year-old Kurd from Irag,
snapped.

He and hundreds of other des-
perate and increasingly angry mi-
grants, marconed at the border —
and egged on, he said, by Bela-
rusian security officials — stam-

ded toward a fromtier check-
point, hurling stones and debris at
Palish security forces massed just
a few yards away. What began
around noon as just another at-
tempt to breach the border fence
spiraled into a dangerous melee,
and  Polish ficers responded
with volleys from Waler Cannons
and blasts of tear gas.

“1 am angry. Everyome is an-
gry," Mr. Akram said, “This is the
1ast thing we could do. There is no
ather solution if we ever want to
et to Europe™

Hours later, Belarusian border
guards began moving hundreds of
migrants from their frozen en-
campment o the shelter of a
nearby warehouse. 1L was not im-
mediately clear what plans the au-
thorities had for those they were
12, but many feared that the
relocation was a prelude to depor-
tation, not just a humane gesture.

In Times Square

on New Year's?

Plan to Be Cold and Vaccinated.

By ASHLEY WONG and DANA RUBINSTEIN

As the clock runs out on 2021,
Mew York City will ring in the new
year with festivities meant to sig-
nal its post-pandemic rebirth:
Once again, an untold number of
hardy souls will descend on Tumes
Sguare, braving the cold, the
crowds and the police cordons to
watch the ball drop at midnight on
Mew Year's Eve.

After a scaled-down celebraion
last year, the famously frigid
event will return at “full strength,”
Mayor Bill de Blasio said on Tues-
day. It will be Mr. de Blasio’s final
act running New York City, after
elght years in offlee, and serve as

a prelude to his possible bid for
EOVErnor next year

“We want to welcome all those
hundreds of thousands of folks,
but everyone needs to be vacci-
nated,” Mr, de Blasio said. “Join
the crowd, join the joy, join a his-
toric moment as Mew York City
provides further evidence to the
world that we are 100 percent
back.”

The New Year's celebration will
come four months after lightning
cut short a star-studded “home-
coming concert” that was also de-
signed to signify the city’s come-

Continued on Page AIS

Marooned in a Police
State and Pushed
Back by Poland

Tuesday's clash, the worst in a
monthslong impasse on the Euro-
pean Union™s eastern flank, under-
scored the perils of a standoff be-
rween Belarus, a close ally of Rus-
sia, and Poland, a member of
MNATO and the Eurcpean Union,
each determined not to bend. At
least 11 people have died at the
border in recent weeks.

"We are just a stick []ml lhey
are beating each other wi
Mr Akram. “We are in the
of their fight.”

He said Belarusian security of-
ficers had instigated the melee by
velling migrants stranded in a fet-
i, frozen encampment just yands
from Poland that Warsaw"s hard-
line  nationalist  gowernment
would never let them enter unless
forced to do so.

But he also blamed Poland for
putting its determination to resist
pressure from Belarus® authori-

dlt

tarian leader, Aleksandr G. Luka-
shenkn, ahead of the lives of des-
perate people.

“Mobody wants o look weak,”

he said, “We have become a ball
kicked about in their big political
game,”

E_LL officials have called the cri-
sis a *hybrid war™ engineered by
Mr. Lukashenko to punish Poland
for sheltering some of his most
outspoken opponents and pres-
sure the bloc into lifting sanctions
on hiscountry. Belarus insists, for
its part, that it is 2 humanitarian
catastrophe created by Europe's
refusal to abide by intermational
lawr and give people fleeing war
and despair the right to at least
apply for asylum.

To give some credence to its
own version of events, Belarus
has allowed a few foreign news or-
ganizations, including The New
York Times, 1o visit the barder and
witness the sgualor and despera-
tion. Poland, eager io -p de-
spair out of the public eve, has
sealed off its own side of the bor-
der, barring aid workers, journal-
ists and even doctors from getting
within miles of the scene of Tues-
day’s troubles.

Continued on Page A10

Can Biden L.aw
Reverse Legacy
Of Racial Bias?

Goal for Infrastructure
Relies on the States

B]’ZDI..I\N HKANMNO-VOUNGS
MADELEINE NGO

WASHINGTOMN — President
Biden's $1 trillion plan to rebuild
America’s Infrastroecture  comes
with a built-in promise: No longer
will roads, bridges and railways
be instruments of bias or racism.
Communities that ended up divid-
ed along racial lines will be made
whole.

But the decision about how to
spend the money falls largely vo
the states, not all of which are
likely to put as high a priority on
that promise as Mr Biden does,
raising guestions about whether
the legislation will deliver on his

Eo

“It’s hard to have a national ap-
proach when the decisions are
rade state by state” said Beth Os-
borne, who was an acting assist-
ant secretary in the Transporta-
tion  Department  during  the
Obama administration. “A funda-
mental part of this program has al-
ways been to have the feds raise
money, hand it over to the states
and cross our fingers.”

The administration has said it
aims to repair the damage firom
the United States” history of racial
disparities in how the government
builds, repairs and locates physi-
cal infrastructure. In the 19505
and 1860s, highway projects often
wargeted Black neighborboods,
destroying cultural and economic
centers and bringing decades of
envirenmental harm. State and lo-
cal officials often steered roads
through Black communities, iso-
lating them from parks or eoo-
nomic gain.

The task is complicated by a
tangle of competing priorities.
Some state and local governments
might not share the Biden admin-
istration’s vision for racial equity;
athers might be aligned with the
president politically, but would
choose to spend the money differ-
ently. And the sheer size of the bill
— it is the largest infusion of fed-
eral investment into infrastruc-
ture projects in more than a dec-
ade, touching nearly every facer
of the American economy —
alt to track every

‘About S660 billion will be pro-
vided to the Transportation De-
partment, the bulk of which will be
directhy tributed to states, who
will have broad latitude in how o

Continued on Page A18

AMERICANS DREAD
RISING INFLATION,
BUT SPEND FREELY

USING PANDEMIC SAVINGS

Recclrd Orde'r‘s fDr Guﬂds
Are Snarling Global
Supply Chains

This articie is by Ben Casselbman,
Sapna Maheshwari and Coral Mur-
[y Maroos,

American consumers are dour
about the economy, worried about
inflation and pessimistic about the
direction of the country in general.

But none of that is keeping them
from spending,

Retail sales set a record in Octo-
rer, before adjusting for inflation,
ae snoppers splurged on electron-

ome-improvement
proJems. Major retailers like Wal-
mart are posting strong profits.
And Wall Sireet forecasters are
predicting a holiday season that
looks  less like pandemic-con-
straimed 2020 than like 2019, when
a strong labor market powered ro-
bust sales.

The continued strength of con-
sumer spending reflects the resil-
ience of the U.S. economy after a
year and a half of disruptions, and
the success of the government’s
economic response in insulating
many families from the damage.
Househobds in the aggregate have
trillions of dollars more in accu-
mulated savings than before the
crisis.

But the heavy spending, partic-
ularly on goods rather than serv-
ioes, is also contributing to the
economy’s problems, intensifying
supply-chain snarls and shipping
delays, That, in turn, is pushing up
Inflation in October hit its
1 annual rate in more than

“It's the demand in
place that's causing prices to
move higher,” said Aneta
Markowska, chief financial econo-
mist for Jefferies, an investment
bank, “There is a supply shortage,
but it's not because of bottlenecks.
It's because we've had this big
shock to aggregate demand and
supply  can't respond guickly
enough.~

Those issues are doing litthe to
dampen the fortunes of the coun-
try's largest retailers, including
Walmart and Home Depot, bath of
which reported quarterly earn-
ings on Tuesday that topped Wall

Continued on Page Al4
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When Some Are Back in the Office, and the Rest Are Still in FJs

By EMMA GOLDEBERG

For months, the puti-puott
course sat unused. The beanbag
chairs lay empty. The kitchen
whitehoard, abowve where the keg
used o live, displayed in fading
marker “Beers on Tap” from a
happy hour in March 2020,

Buton arecent weekday, over in
the common area was a sign of life
— fresh bagels.

As emplovees at the financial
technology  start-up  Common-
Bond got Covid waccines, and
grew stir-crazy in their apart-
ments, they started trickling back
into the office.

“We call it Work From Work
Wednesday,” said Keryn Koch,
who runs human resources at the
company, which has 15,000 square
feet of sunlit SoHo real estate.

At one point, autumn had been
billed across corporate America
as the Great Office Reopening.
The Delta variant intervened, and
mandatory return-to-office plans
turned optional. 5till, many people
chose to report back to their
desks: The share of employed
people who worked remotely at
some point during the month be-
cause of Covid, which had peaked
in May 2020 at 35 percent,
dropped in Getober to 11 percent,

FEIET LE
"Cur center of gravity is the Zoomisphere,”

the lowest point since the pan-
demic began, according to the Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics.

A closer look at the New York
work force, from a November sur-
vey of 183 major employers,

showed that 8 percent of Manhai-
tan office workers are back in the
office full time, 54 percent are fully
remote and evervone else
nearly 40 peroent — is hybrid.

Few are finding it a smooth

K FOR THE REW YORK TIMES

said Darvid Klein, right, C.E.O. of CommonBaond.

transition period. Some compa-
nies used their tentative R.T.O.
dates as an UNWIlling excuse (o
avoid questions about how to bal-
ance the needs of their remote and

Continued on Page AI4

BUSINESS B1-6
Caught Up in a Space Race

Indonesia’s quest to build a launch site
to lure the SpaceX founder Elon Musk
has an Indigenous island clan worried it

may lose its place in the world, PAGE Bl R T

SPORTS B7-9

A Runner Embraces a

Inspired by an ancestor's escapes from
an Indigenous boarding school, Ku
Stevens retraced the route, then set his
sights on winning a state title. PAGE BT

NATIONAL A12-19 Good Fixes, Wrong Crisis ARTS C1-6 GBITUARIES B10-11 FOOD D112
- A foe the challe 1 the Great - - .
Sold for a Record $34.9 Million Re:;:::lgl?ha; ;u;let‘nr%el?v:neslan:dﬂthe A Broadway Princess, Take 2 A Master of the Visual Pun A Tasty Slice of Thanksgiving

Frida Kahlo's “Diego and I” became the
most valuable work of Latin American
art ever sold at aunction, FAGE Al%

“Diana, the Musical” landed with a thud
on Netflix, but Jeanna de Waal is stay-
ing positive for opening night.  PAGE C1

Melissa Clark has spent months per-
fecting technigues for three holiday
classics — the absolute best pumpkin,

coronavirus pandemic. PAGE Bl

Bob Gill was a groundbreaking de-
signer who was part of a generation for

whom the assthetic was in service to

INTERMATIONAL A4-11

FAGE Al

the idea, He was 90, PAGE Bl apple and pecan pies. PAGES D4-5
Aiming to Include All Adults Finding Empathy in Verse ‘Women of an Uncertain Age
The F.D.A. is set to clear booster doses On social media, Refaat Alareer rages The stars of the comedy “The Sex Lives OPINION A20.21 ||| || "I ”l” | I Il” |||I
of Pfizer-BioNTech's vaccine by the end against Isracl. In the lecture hall, he of College Girls” discuss the mortifica-
of the week. Michael J. O'Loughlin  race azo 3546130 9

praises some of its top writers. PAGE A4 tion and messiness of intimacy. PAGE C1
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3 states
nearing
new deal
on water

California, Arizona
and Newvada are set to
further cut back use
of Colorado River.

By Ian James

Two and a half vears after
signing a deal aimed at
averting a damaging erisis
along the Colorado River,
water officials from Califor-
nia, Arizona and Nevadas are
discussing plans to take
even less water from the
shrinking river and leave it in
Lake Mead in an effort to

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021

prevent the reservolr from
falling to dangerously low
levels.

Representatives of water
agencies from the three
states said they are firming
up the details of a deal that
would leave an additional
500,000 acre-feet of water in
the reservoir next year, and
the same amount again in
2023 — about double the
qguantity of water used annu-
ally by Las Vegas and the
rest of southern Newvada.

For California, the deal
would mean participating in
water reductions prior to
Lake Mead reaching levels
that would otherwise trigger
mandatory cuts.

The talks took on ur-
gency this summer after fed-
eral projections showed
growing risks of Lake Mead
falling to eritically low levels,
despite plans for mandatory
cutbacks throughout the
Southwest that the states
agreed to in 20109,

With the reservoir in a
first-ever shortage and
those cuts still insufficient,
water management officials
settled on a goal of together
leaving hall a million acre-
feet of additional water in

the reservoir instead of

sending it Mlowing to farms,

cities and tribal lands. The would only
stored water would be ade.

roughly as much as L5 mil-
lion average single-family

households use in a year.
“We've got to stabilize the
lake with this plan.” said
Tom Buschatzke, director of
the Arizona Department of
[See Water, AH]
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TANKS and performers dressec

By ALicE Su

BEIJIMNG — It was already a dan-
gerous race: China versus the United
States, each pouring hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars into missiles,
marines, warplanes and ships, vying
to dominate the Indo-Pacific.

That race may now o nuckear.

A Pentagon report released this
month estimated that China may
have 700 nuclear warheads by 2027
and 1,000 by 2050 — a dramatic in-
crease from last years assessment
that Chinas 200 or so warheads

The Pentagon noted that China's
nuclear delivery platforms and sup-
infrastructure indicate it
may already pOSSess a
ad” capable of launching missiles
from the air, ground and sea. China

“launch-on-

Exvix FRAYESR Ceity Images

n military uniforms are part of the mass gala marking the 100th
anniversary of China’s Communist Party at Olympic National Stadium in Beijing over the summern.

China’s nuclear weapons
buildup raises the stakes

The rivalry with the U.S. was already dangerous, but
with more warheads, risks are growing exponentially

sub-

double over the next dec-

“nuclear tri-

be moving toward a
[See China, A4l

DF-41 nuclear-capable intercontinental bal o5 are see
during a military parade at Tiananmen Square in Beijing in 20‘19
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BOOSTER
RULES
CONFUSE,
SO STATE
STEPS IN

Eligibility questions

prompt officials to
advise all adults to get
extra vaccine dose.

By Luse MoNEY,
Rowmo-Gona Lin I AND

CHRISTIAN MARTINEZ

With confusion mounting
over who is eligible for
COVID-19 booster shots,
California health officials
updated the state's guide-
lines Tuesday to say that es-
sentially all adults are rec-
ommended to get the addi-
tional vaccinations.

The move by the Calify
nia Department of Public
Health could be a precursor
to federal officials taking
similar action by the end of
this week.

There Is Increasing ex-
pectation that the T.S. Food
and Drug Administration
and U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention will
officially make booster shots
available to all fully vacci-
nated adults, as long as
enough time has passed
since receiving their initial
vaccination series.

California’s move echoes
recent efforts undertaken in
places such as New York
City, Colorado and New
Mexico, as some health offi-
cials nationwide have voiced
alarm at the sluggish boost-
er uptake and expressed
worry about a potential fifth
COVID-19 surge that could
strike this winter. Average
daily coronavirus cases
nationwide hawve risen by
K% over the last week, and
average new daily COVID-19
hospital admissions are up

The problem, some ex-
perts say, has been an overly
complicated set of guide-
lines issued by the CDC
weeks ago on who is eligible
for poosters. Some experts
say they have been so con-

[See Booster, A16]

COLUMN ONE

Blowing a whistle or throwing
a grenade on medical board?

Regulator says colleagues have let bad doctors off easy

By MELODY GUTIERREZ
AEPORTING FROM SACRAMENTO

he pleas for help find him. They
arrive by email or seep into his
social media account. One
showed up in a tightly sealed
letter to his home. After years of

feeling ignored by the Medical Board of

California, the writers hope he'll finally be

the one who hears them.

Eserick “TJ" Watkins can guess the
types of allegations that could be waiting

inside: the stories of a doctor’s misconduct
that left an overprescribed teen addicted.
afather missing a limb, adaughter dead.
He has heard hundreds of these cases as a
member of the medical board, which over-
sees the discipline of doctors inthe state,
Watkins used to forward the pleas to
board staff, but now he finds it pointless.
California’s medical board. Watkins said,
is designed to silence aggrieved patients, a
doctor-led panel that protects fellow doc-

TS,
Fordecades, [Sec Board, A10]

ROUGH GOING

Clippers’ Paul George is fouled by Derrick White
of the Spurs, right, in L.A s 106-92 win. sPoRTS, BS

WALLY SEALIS Los Angeles Times

A split poll on
abortion, limits
Most respondents
back Roe, but some of
them also favor a 15-
woeslk ban. NATION, AS

Rep. Jackie
Speier to retire
Bay Area lawmaker is
lavest House Democrat
to forgo a reclection
bid. cALIFORNIA, B1

Weather
Farly clouds and fos.
LA Basin: 72/52. BB

Pnnr.cd mr.hscylnlﬁcm ”
n:-zyum paper. %

TN

REP. PRAMILA JAVAPAL (- Wash. ), right,

KenT NISHIMURA Los Algelss Timos

chair of the Progressive Caucus,

with Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-IN.IL), center, after a compromise was struck.

ANALYSIS

Progressive Democrats
test-drive hardball tactics

Was fight over Biden legislative agenda just the beginning?

By NoLan D MoCASKILL

WASHINGTON — Prog-
ressive Democrats have ne-
ver been shy about fighting
forwhat they want.

But their aggressive tac-
tics in the recent fight over a
massive social safety-net
package surprised many in
their own party. raising

guestions about whether
the tougher stance was an
anomaly or a sign of battles
Lo eome.

boldened by emo-
crats’ narrow control of the
House and Senate, the 95-
member Congressional
Progressive Caucus for
nearly two months delayed
passage of a bipartisan
Fl-trillion infrastructure bill

- not because they opposed
it, but to use as leverage in
negotiations with moder-
ates over a separate. larger
spending package to ad-
dress healthcare, child care
and climate change.

In the process, they re-
peatedly stalled President
Biden's legislative agenda
and defied House Speaker

[Sece Progressives, AT]

BUSINESS INSIDI

Goodbye, Staples Center. Venue’s new name: Crypto.com Arena. Al12



@The Washing

Proces Wiy w2y 11 2 satsido moiropollan WESInglm

ton Post

M2 VI VD W3 W4

Muostly sunny 65/54 = Tomorrow: Shower 72/35 BS&

Democracy Dies in Darkness

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2021 - &2

Economic

fearisn’t
scaring off
hoppers

Despite rising prices for
food and gas, retail sales
in U.S. spiked last month

BY ABHA BHATTARAT
ANT AARON GREGG

Americans might =say theyre
upset abowt rising prices and los-
ing confidence in the economy,
but that hasn't stopped them
from snapping up cars, electron-
ics, fitness equipment and other
big-ticket items.

Retail sales jumped 1.7 percent
in October, the Commerce De-
partment reported Toesday — a
significant aceeleration from Sep
tember levels even as new data
put consumer confidence at a
10-year low. Walmart and Home
Depaot clearly benefited from the
surge, with both retail bebemoths
reporting robust  third-guarter
sales and profits.

The data highlights a unique
economic moment where the
country is in the grip of &
pandemic, but the coronavirns
and fears surmounding it have
receded enough for economic ac
tivity to maintaiin a brisk pace.
Even so, the composition of
spending remains heavily weizlit-
ed toward goods instead of ser-
vices in the run-up to the holi-
da;

Was

Vs,

And though consumers are
erumbling about the rising cost of
Eas, groceries and other everyday
goods, they have so far been will-

ing to accept them, said Mark though, Bowser said coronavirus vaoci
Cohi director of retail sales at Lt are working: While case rates ren
Columbia Business School. far above the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-

“The fact is, the world shut trol and Prevention’s recommended target e 14
down for the better part of 2020 of 50 new cases per week for every 100,000 Fab. 30 e, i6
and people have savings becanse residents, Bowser noted that vaccines are  zmo 021

=EE RETAIL 0N AZS

BY JULIE ZAUVZMER WEIL
AND JENNA PORTNOY

pzton's local mask mandate, one of
the strictest in the nation since late July, wil
relax greatly beginning Monday, h'lmur,\lu-
riel E. Bowser (V) announced Toesday.
The Distriet had required residents to
wear masks in most indoor settings since
the delta variant cansed ecoronavirus case
counts to rise over the summer. On Tuesday,

MNew daily reported cases
per 100,000 residents

LS, OVERALL
+18% in past wook

Bowser cites low hospitalization rate even as case numbers rem:

D.c.
+11% in past woek

BSTRID RECKEN FOR: THE WASHINGTON POST

DU, Mayor Muriel E. Bowser arrives for a news conference where she sald the city would end 1ts mask requirement in most indoor
settings starting Monday. Some residents and businesses had eritielzed the mandate and the clty’s lack of clear metries for Hfting ir.

D.C. dropping its mask mandate
well above CDC target

preventing most people who catch the virns
from needing hospitalization.

That means it's tim
choose whether towear masks in their office
buildings, retail stores

to let residents

Eyms and many

other settings, Bowser said. Businesses can

WIREINIA
-3 in sl wak

F

= ew, 15
200 2021

In

still require masks, but it will not be legally
mandated — and some
help retailers struggling in a downtown that
atill resambles a ghost town most days.

recent weeks,
‘business owmers had guestioned the Dis-
t's reasoning for maintaining a striet

e the change will

some  residents  amd

SEE MASKS ON A4

Learning loss: D.C. students continued to fall
behind in some subjects in the pandemic. B4

Big bet
on pill
to tame
covid

S5 BILLION PURCHASE
TO TREAT 10 MILLION

Pfizer’s Paxlovid could
stem illnesses and deaths

BY TYLER PAGER,
LavRiE McGINLEY,
CaArROLYN Y. JOHNSON,

ADam TAYLOR
AND CLAIRE PARKER

The Biden administration is
planning to purchase 10 million
courses of Pfizers eovid pill, a
#5 billion investment in a treat-
ment that officials think will help
change the trajectory of the coro-
navirus pandemic by reducing
severe illness and deaths, accord-
ing to two people with knowledge
of the transaction.

As the administration and
Pfizer on Toesday hammered out
the final details, the company
asked federal regnlators to an-
thorize the five-day antiviral pil
regimen called Paxlovid. The
medication is the second cas
take treatment almed at kee
newly infected people out of the
hospital to go before the Food
and Drug Administration. The
other is by Merck and Ridgeback
Biotherapeutics.

Biden aides see both treat-
ments as potential game-chang-
ers to help restore a sense of
normaley heading toward the
pandemics secomnd anniversary
and are eager to add them to a

SEE PFIZER ON As

Ad effort: Young "long haulars”
urge others to get vaccinated. A6

A maternity ranch is born

How evangelical women in Texas are mobilis

BY STEPHANIE MOCRUMMEN

ARGYLE, TEX. — The vision had
come as she was driving home
from the Kroger, and it was so
sudden and fully formed that
Aubrey Schlackman hegan to tell
people that “it was like God
placed it in my head ”

Thiswas last year, atnnewhgn
abortion was still widely av
able in Te amd Aubrey
OIE Imore Young mother o'mlmr:
the midmorning traffic along
Farm to Market 407 in the grow-
img suburbs north of Dallas. She
passed the Starbucks. She passed
the ATET store. She was think-
ing about getting her tao young
boys down for a nap when she
reached a pleasant stretch of
land bordered by a long splil
fence, and this is when the idea
carme.

A maternity ranch” she
thought, and she eould practical-
Iy see it through her windshield.

SEE RANCH ON Az

INTHE NEW

ng for a fulure withoul abortion
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THE MATIOM
A medical examiner

Power stro
fix Puerto
aller mass oulages
Metro inspee
procedures d
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* The priv:
al grid
nil rate hikes. A21
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ons The agency demon:

bes scrutiny

gned to address problems that
have idled 60 percent of its rail cars. Bl

testified that Ahmaud
Arbery was first shot at
very close range, offer-

ing imsight into the
struggle at the heart of
the shooter's claim of
self-defense. As
Jimmy's Corner was
his father's bar for de

working ml\r‘ep the
Times Square fixture
EDing strong,. A&
Americans broadly
support the Supreme
Court uphokding its
landmark abortion deci-
0 in Roe = Wode, a
Washington Post-ARC
News poll found. Ao

hired o

strated

Jurors in the homi

clde trial of Kyle Bitten-
house ended their firse
day of deliberations
without a verdict. A11
House Democrats ox-
pect a final vove on Pres-
ident Biden's 82 trillion
spending bill this week
s they scramble tw meet
December fund-
dlime. AzE

THE WORLD
Afver acconds with
Arub countries, doe
of Istacli companies are
teaming up with onee-
hostile neighbors o
fight climate change. A12
Owver the past two
vears, doctors and nurs-

es have been fleeing
Lehanon in droves amid
its cascading erises. A16
British police said they
are investigating a taxi
explosion in Liverpool
in which the suspected
bomber died as a “ter
rorist ineldent.” A7
Aleaked L U
Migerian seeurity forces
apened fire on a demon-
stration in Lagos last
vear, killing at least 15
unarmed protesters. A18

THE ECONOMY

John Deere workers"
first strike since 1986 re-
Rects a new militancy
that has setthed the
labeor market during
pandel Ao

The attarney general
af Cfko sued Me 1-

Aubrey Schlackman drives to a firlend’s property at the edges of Argyle, Tex., where she goes
to visualize the future of Blue Haven Ranch, her program for struggling pregnant mothers.

leging the compa
merly known as Face-

lures users

Government-friendly
network’s growth seen as
Henge o Silicon Valley

BY GERRY S

EANGALORE, INDIA — Earlier
year, Twitter and the i
government were locked in a bit-
ter showdown.
The government, incensed by
Twitter's refusal to take down
pasts by farmers agitating against
agricultural reforms, accused the
company of supporting wviolent
protesters — and threatened to
jail Twitter employees. The com
pany’s exceutives back, argu
ing they were defending the right
to free speech, a stance they have
largely adbered to for a decade.

The winner of the dispute® A
little-known Indian social media
app called Koo,

In the months since Twitter's
fend with the government, a pa-
rade of Indian cabinet ministers,

¢ For-

INSIDE

India’s homegrown Koo
s from Twilter

EOV EFTINE: gencies and right-

wing celebrities have opened ac-
counts on Koo to support a home-
grown competitor, bringing mil-
lions of Indian followers with
them. The sudden spike in visibil-
ity has brought Koo a $30 million

ture capital funds that once bet
on another young social media
start-up: Facebook. Koo grew
from 40 employees at the begin-
ning of the vear to more than 200;
its app haz been downloaded
g million times, mostly in India
but increasingly in Nigeria as
well.

With its bird logo and scrolling
feeds  of 400-character  posts,
called “Koos,” the social network
takes ObVIoUS enes from its estab
lished rival. But .‘lpl meyva Rad-

oned his start—up BE SOITME-
il maore nationalist

and populist — an anti-Twitter.
Koo's appeal, Radhakrishna
says, lies in its distinct feeds
catering to vernacular langunages
SEEINDIA ON A20

haok exploited its nsers

to drive profits. A26

THE REGION

The school board in
Virginias Spotsylvania
County rescinded its de-
c to remove “sexu-
ally explicit™ texts from
libraries. B1
Users of “Dave Thomas
Circle” will see lower
speed limits and other
changes as the TMstrict
bepins a 835 million re-
make of the treacherons
roundabout. Bl

FoOD
Thanksgiving 2021
Luccury or beisurely?
However you plan to
Feasl, we hawve a menu
far you. (And yes, you can
mix @nd match.) EL

STYLE

Beyond Britney

A Spears fan joined the
#FrecBritney movement
wihile also fighting a
conservatorshio battle
ower his own mother. C1

Gov. Ralph Northam
urged vadets at Virginka
Military Institute to em-

NN 3

brace the transformsa-
tiom toward inclo,
and gre v
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Frida Kahlo batio el
récord de su marido
v rival, Diego Rivera

Suobra Diggo y vo fuevendida en Sotheby’s por
U5534,8 millones, el precio més alto para una
pintura latinoamericana en un remate; desplazda
Los rivales. del pintor mexicano. Caltura, pagina24
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LANGE,ALOS60,CON
UNNUEVO DESAFiO:I'
FLAMANTE COMPANERA

Campeon en Rio 2016, el regatista no se

Juegos Olimpicos; competird juntoa
Victoria Travascio.

BAUTISMO ESCOLAR
PARA LAS NUEVAS
ISLAS DE SANISIDRO

—sociedad

legar a sus octavos

Pagina?
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La Argentina ya esta en el Mundial

Juncal, La Esperanza y La Esperada son los
nombres elegidos por alumnos de escuelas
del partido; albergan 150 especies de aves,
carpinchos y peces. Pagina 23

TULAN M ARRCMATA AFP
ELCIERREDE 2021, CONPASAJEA QATAR. Intenso, friccionadoy sin goles. La Argentinay Brasil no se escaparondel cero en el clisico que jugaron en San Juan, pero por lacombinacitn
de otros resultados, la seleccidn de Lionel Messi se asegurd anoche la clasificacidon al Mundial de Qatar, cuando todavia faltan cuatro fechas para el cierre de las eliminatorias. Deportes

Antes de perder el control
del Senado, el oficialismo
busca ratificar 116 DNU

concreso. Incluyen ampliaciones presupuestarias, v cambios financieros v de Ganancias

El oficialismo buscard ratificar
mafiana mas de un centenar de
decretos del presidente Alberto
Fernindez, en su mayoria dicta-
dos durante la pandemia, antes de
perder el control del Senado y de la
Comisidn de Tramite Legislativo,
que debe convalidarlos.
Lamaniobraenfrentd fuertescri-

ticas de Juntos por el Cambio. “La
inmensa mayoria de los DNU fue-
ron firmados con el Congreso fun-
cionando a pleno; muchos de ellos
son ilegales ydictados sin necesidad
ysinurgencia”, enfatizd el diputado
Omar De Marchi (Pro).

En ¢l paguete de 116 decretos
que pretende ratificar el oficialis-

mo aparece una enorme variedad
de medidas tomadas por el Ejecu-
tivo sin pasar por el Congreso, co-
mo ampliaciones presupuestarias,
cambios financieros —como amor-
tizacion de las Letes—, aumentos
jubilatorios parciales y la suba del
minimonoimponibledel impuesio
alas ganancias. Pagina 6

DOLARES EN ALZA

Losddlares financieros “re-
gulados” porel Gobiernosu-
peraron ayer la barrera de
los $200. Pagina 16

EL ANALISIS

cQuéle

pasaal
Presidente?

Joaquin Morales Sold

LA MACION

lgo funciona mal cuando

no se pueden comprender

las sumas y las restas mds
elementales, ;Qué le pasa al Presi-
dente? jComo un experto en cam-
pafias electorales (dictd cursos en
laUniversidad deSalamancasobre
esa materia) puede confundir una
derrota conun triunfo? Peor:se pre-
para paracelebrarhoyunavictoria
quenoexistidenunactoen la Plaza
de Mayo. Contintia enla paginall

Sin barbijo
hasta tercer
grado en las
aulas portenas

covip. Rige desde el nivel
inicial para todos los
establecimientos. paginazo

Acampar por una vacante. La penosa odisea
para conseguir lugar en un jardin de infantes

Alejandro Horvat

LA NACION

La vereda del Jardin de Infantes
N® 908 NatalioSalvatori, en José C.
Paz, seconvirtiden unacampe. Los
padresdelazonaqueaspiranagque

sus hijos tengan un lugar alliel afio
proximo se prepararon para pasar
horasalaintemperie. Seinstalaron
con reposeras, frazadas y comida.
Comolos urnos seentregan poror-
dendellegadaylos cuposson limi-
tados, segin afirman, no les queda

otra opcidn més que sentarse, te-
ner paciencia y saber administrar
elagua para el mate. No es un caso
aislado ni nuevo. Desde haceanos,
envarios puntos del pais, persisten
las esperas para conseguir vacan-
tes. Continiia en la pagina 22

Procesana
sindicalistas
de Moyano
por un bloqueo

coAccion. Impidieron la
actividad en una empresa
con un piquete. Paginals
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"Variagho em relagio a 14 dias

O Ministério da Satide anun-
ciou que deve liberar a dose
de refor¢o da vacina contra
Covidatodasas pessoascom
18 anos ou mais e que vai re-
duzir o intervalo para a apli-
cagio dessa terceira dose de
SE15 para cinco meses.

QUARTA-FEIRA, 17 DE NOVEMBRO DE 2021

Saude indicara terceira dose
contra Covid a todos os adultos

Intervalo de reforgo sera reduzido para 5 meses, e vacina da Janssen também tera trés aplicagdes

0 governo decidiu ainda
que quem tomou a dose ini
cadoimunizante da Janssen
receberd uma segunda dois
meses apdsainicial, e, como
nos demais casos, a terceira
—surpreendendo gestores,
reguladores e o fabricante.

..' =

Pessoas acima de 60 anos
ou com imunidade afetada
{como soropositivos, imu-
nodeprimidos ou pacien-
tes em quimioterapia) ja -
nham a indicacio para rece-
ber a rerceira dose, que re-
forca o ciclo vacinal basico.

BOLSA DE VALORES INSTALA NO CENTRO DE SAO PAULO REPLICA DO TOURO DE WALL STREET

Segundo o ministro Marce-
lo Queiroga, estudo da Uni
versidade de Oxford sugere
o reforgo com uma vacina
distinta dagquela do esgque-
ma bdsico —preferencial-
mente, da Pfizer; na sua fal-
ta, AstraZeneca ou Janssen.

e e

R% 5,00

Em Sao Paulo, a prefeitura
anunciou que iniciard ama
nhi aaplicagao da nova dose
em todos osadultos. saddes

Brasil supera EUA em

parcela da populagio com
esquema vacinal bisico s2

Danle Verpa Folhapress

Escultura em frente ao prédic da B3, na rua1s de Novembro; o Toure de Oure, semelhante ao 'Charging Bull' de NY, simboliza o mercado e a forga do pove brasileire, segundo a Bolsa mercado 16

Alemanha suspende gasoduto
e acirra crise de Putin e Europa

Alemanha veta certificagao dali gajao de gds da Rissiaa

seu territdrio, em meioa acusagdes

e gue Moscou fomen-

ta uma crise de refugiados entre Belarus e Poldnia. Ao

ANALISE Igor Gielow

Xi quer manter fria guerra com Biden
Reunifio virtual mostrou que, apesar das provocagoes
recentes, talvez a conversa seja possivel. Xi quer ser vis-
to como igual no jogo de xadrez que propde a Biden. an

Mercado Al6

Pix, que completa

1 ano, langa medida
de devolugao em
caso de fraude

Esporte Bé6

Fora do UFC, Junior
Cigano reaprende
a bater para atuar
agora na luta livre

Ilastrada C1
Figura essencial da
musica afro-baiana,
Lazzo faz 40 anos de
carreira celebrado

iy <vaa
@UTTIL14557204

5400_u1165

Ilona Szabd
As boas surpresas
da COP26

Para investidores e empre-
sas em Glasgow, ficouclaro
que limitar 0 aumento da
mwemperatura em5° C pas-
sa por proteger a Amazo-
nia e outros biomas. Parte
significativa de seudesma-
ramento viola a lei, e pou-
cos grupos se beneficiam
de uma visio ultrapassa-
da e perigosa. cotidiano B4

‘Existe um novo
colonialismo

pintado de verde’

Para o historiador Douglas
Belchior, que esteve naco-
mitiva da Coalizio Negra
por Direitos na COF, € pre-
ciso organizar a conferén-
cia do clima da ONU a par-
tir do debate sobre racis-
mo, pois "o impacto soci-
oambiental é mais agressi-
vo nas populagies negras
das periferias” Ambiente Bs

Guedes cede a Bolsonaro
em reajuste para servidores

Sob pressio de Jair Bolsona-
ro, membros da equipe de
Paulo Guedes aceitaram tra-
pelo reajuste a servi-
dores piiblicos em ano elei-
toral. Técnicos da pasta aler-
tam, porém, que a medida
exigira corte de despesas
em outras dreas e apontam
travas legais gue devem li-
mitar esse aumento salarial.

balhar

TURISTAS DA SPACEX COMPARTILHAM IMAGENS DA TERRA

Foto divulgada por integrantes da Inspirationg; missdo, que partiu em setembro, foi a1* a enviar ao espago tripulago sé de civis

ATMOSFERA

S3o0 Paulo hoje

3

oh  6h 1Xh 18h 24k

Fonte: werw. dimatempo.com,br

EDITORIAIS A2

PEC para toda obra

Sobre intencao de conce-
derreajuste para servidor.

Bivulgagio Inspirations.

Génio fora da garrafa
A respeito de repressac a
manifesta¢des em Cuba.

Integrantes do Congresso
que elaboram o Or¢amento
de 2o22 também relataram
que, em nenhum cendrio
tracado, houve a previsao
de atender & demanda do
Funcionalismo. mercado a13

Vinicius Torres Freire
Governo ndo tem verba
quI’.I O aumento ais

Com acordo entre
Doria e Leite, PSDB
mantém prévias

A ctipula do PSDB descar-
tou adiar as prévias presi-
denciais de domingo (21),
apos Jodo Doria e Eduardo
Leite chegarem a wm acor-
do para uma votagao hibri-
da, por meio de aplicativo
e de urna eletrdnica em
Brasilia, Leite vinha ques-
tionando o app. Peder A4

Disputa virou briguinha

de compadre, diz Virgilio
A Folha candidato nas pré-
vias tucanas elogia Doria
como gestor e o critica
como politico; Leite € vis-
to como inexperiente. As

Apébs1ano, CEUs
nio abrem para
eventos culturais
Cotidianoe BS
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ULTIMAHORA

Baunctn, miircokes 17, e

wiww.ultimahora.com

Presentan proyecto que retira cobertura médica a los que rechazan dosis

No vacunados ponen en grave
riesgo a enfermos comunes

La mayoria de internados por Covid estan sin inmunizacién.  Angustiante llamado: Comercios
Un nuevo brote afectara atencion de pacientes polivalentes.  reclaman vacunacion por 3° ola

PAGINALZ 2 3y T Pikiiren 13

Reunion de gremios con autoridades

Iltaipi: Plantean un
acuerdo a 50 afios y
mantener la tarifa

PAGINA B

A | Bajante:
¥ “ Astilleros
estan a full
Faltan por dafios

: en navios
g DlAs PAGINA B8

Hoy debe habilitarse acceso a Posadas
Transportistas hacen

lobby para que abran

frontera por Falcon

PifiNa kS
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« Sans ka Hherté de blimer, il n'est polnt d&oge Aatteur » Beaumarchals

# A laune : Les nouvelles adresses en vue
e Restaurants: Les meilleurs plats du jour

des bistrots gourmands

France r

oolitadme urnic

BARI WEISS

«<LE WOKISME VA CONSUMER

LES INSTITUTIONS ELITAIRES
D'OU IL EST PARTI > pace1s

EXECUTIF
Macron tente la
reconciliation avec
les maires raa

MIGRANTS

« Le projet de mmur
polonais s'invite
dans le débat
frangais:

«Le camp de
Grande-Symnthe
démantelé

LIBYE

Deux ombres
sur l'election
preésidentielle eac

SANTE

Comment le Covid
s'attaque

au cerveau

CONSOMMATION
La chute
inquietante

du temps passé
devant la télé race:

CINEMA

' 4 Amants 3,

le dernier film de
Nicole Garcia rac:

« Déchets
toxiques a
Wittelsheim.
l'urgence
d'une solution
= L'abstention:
quelles
causes ? quels
moyens d'y
remeédier ?

= La chronigque
de Bertille
Bayart

« Projet de loi
sur les harkis :
la tribune

de trois
personnalités
T eI

CHAMPS

Reéponses a la question
de mardi :

L'Autriche a-t-elle raison
de confiner
les non-vaccines ?

oul NON
499 51%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 308078
Votez aujourdhui

— ST kﬁ;ﬂ!l}.ﬁ
=
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La Pologne a-t-elle raison
de vouloir ériger un mur
face a I'afflux

DIMD - LIONEL URMAN/
J14, RELITERS CONMECT

En détruisant un satellite par un tir direct, Moscou se place dans la compétition stratégique avec les
Etats-Unis, au risque de mettre en danger les astronautes de la Station internationale. eacesz, 4er veomoriac

Fiscalité des entreprises :
malgré les baisses, la France
a toujours la main lourde

Impdt sur kes sociétés, CICE,
dividendes, impdts de pro-
duction... le gouvernement a
sensiblement desserré 1"étau
iscal sur les entreprises depuis
le début du guinguennat, En

dépit de ces allégements, la
France, qui a fait de la réin-
dustrialisation une priorité,
reste parmi les pays qui taxent
le plus les sociétés,
PAGES 24 ET 25

B3 EDITORIAL pe pritppe cate

ele@E@lefigarofr

La course aux étoiles

homas Pesguet a eu chawd. Moins
d'une semaine aprés son retour de
la Station spatiale internationals
({155), ses sept collegues astronautes
{dont deux Russes) ont dise mettre

teforme, préts al’évacuer d'urgenc
se: le lir par la Russie d"un missile direct sur
urn de ses satellites inactifs, qui a projeté quel
que 1300 débris tracables - et des centaines
de milliers plus petits - a 27400 km/h sur une
orbite basse croisant celle de I'ISS.

A ceux qui vovalent la «guerre des doiles»
comme une hypothése de science-fiction,
IMépisode montre que "espace st devenu un
enjeu strategique majeur, a la fois champ de
bataille et nouvelle frontiére de congudte
économique. Sans les 4000 sarellites en ser
vice, toutes sortes dactivités humaines se
raient instantanément plongées dans le nodr,
d'une partie des télécoms au GPS pour les
transports, des pré W15 et :
veillance militaire et a I'espionnage.
jeu des grandes puissances, chacun tient
donc 4 afficher sa capacité de remdre aveugle
I"adversaire avec des missiles antisatellites,
en attendant les armes lasers.

Les Américains sont les plus exposdés, car, der
riere le paravent du tourisme spatial,
SpaceX, Amarzon et consorts s"apprétent a lan
cer des dizaines de milliers de satellites com
merclaiy. Cette course aux étolles engendre
une grande vulnérabilité, d’on la création de la
Space Force, Mais le Pentagone est encore loin
de pouvoir faire la police de I'espace - o séu
lement le nettoyer des

Enjeu débris volants.

Aeri Faute de rivaliser,
Strateglque Viadimir Poutine
et nouvelle montre une fois de

3 plus sa capacité de
f}—ontlere_ nuisance. On le re
economique  trouve dans tous les

mauvals coups du
moment, massant 100000 soldats aux fron
tieres de I'Ukraine, tirant les ficelles de 1a Bié
lorussie dans la crise des migrants... Les tests
de missile fasaient "objet dun moratoire de
fait depuis une douzaine d'années, hormis un
tir de I'lnde en 2019, Avec 30000 objets flot-
tants, I'espace devient une poubelle oi les
risques de collisions se multiplient de facon
exponentielle. La Russie vient de mettre tout
le monde en danger, y compris elle-méme. B
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Le nouveau directeur
de Sciences Po pourra-t-il
redresser I'école?

Enargque, passé par la mairie
de Paris, la SNCF et le groupe
Danone, Mathias Vicherat a
été designé le 10 novembre &
la téte de I"école parisienne.
Il a fort a faire pour restaurer

une image largement écornée
par 1"affaire Duhamel, ren
flouer des caisses vides et gé
rer les tensions créées par la
culture woke qui s’y déve
loppe. PAGE 12

RICHARD MILLE

ESA/NASA
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Gove drawn into ‘crony

Wednesday
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ism’ furore

by backer’s £164m Covid contracts

‘VIP lane’ gave £4.7bn to
companies with political
links, analysis reveals

David Conn
Rowena Mason
Rob Evans

A Conservative party donor who
supported Michael Gove's Tory lead-
ership bid won £164min government
Covid contracts after the minister

‘Idon’t want my son
to go near it’ - Rafiq
hits out at cricket’s
institutional racism

Sean Ingle
Chief sports reporter

Azeem Rafiq broke down in tears
in front of MPs yesterday as he laid
bare the racism, bullying and “inhu-
man” treatment he faced at Yorkshire
County Cricket Club-whichextended
to a senior club official “ripping the
shreds” off him just after he wastold
that his baby had no heartbeat.

Over nearly two hours of devastat-
ing and raw testimony to the digital,
culture, media and sport committee,
Rafiq delivered a damning verdict on
the culture of English cricket.

He agreed that it was “institution-
ally racist™ and said it needed to face
up to an institutional racism prob-
lem *up and down the country”®,
with players of Pakistani heritage still
being called the F-word and British
Asian representation in cricket drop-
ping by 40% since 2010,

Rafiq said racism had seeped into
the England dressing room, where it

was an “open secret” that oe
the England and Yorkshire

5400_u1165

referred his firm to a “VIP lane® that
awarded almost £5bn to companies
with political connections, new
analysis has revealed.

The disclosure draws Gove into
a furore over alleged cronvism that
has led critics to accuse the govern-
ment of running a “chumocracy™
where MPs' friends, contacts or
acquaintances have won huge con-
tracts without proper process or
transparency.

Meller Designs, based in Bedford,
wasawarded six personal protective
equipment (FPE) supply contracts

worth £164m from the Department
of Health and Social Care (DHSC) dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.
Until January this year it was co-
owned by David Meller, who has
donated nearly £60,000 to the Tory
party since 2009, This included
£3,250tosupport Gove's party leader-
shipbidin 2016, a campaign on which
Meller also worked as chair of finance.
When the contracts were awarded,
Gowve was minister at the Cabinet
Office, which is responsible for gov-
ernment procurement, and incharge
of the office of the chancellor of the

PM’'ssleaze move
The prime minister, Boris
Johnson, will today attempt
loseize back momentumin
the continuing, damaging
row over MPs second jobs by
calling fora ban on consul
tancy roles and censure for
politicians who fail to put
their constituents first

Pageq -

duchy of Lancaster, which referred
Meller Designs for PPE supply.

The company was among 47 that
were awarded contracts for PPE
totalling £4,7bn after referrals from
politicians and officials, accord-
ing to a Guardian analysis, Several
were linked to MPs, all of them Con-
servative, Because of the health
EMErgency, many contracts were
awarded without competitive tender,

The list of 47 companies awarded
contracts via the VIP lane was pub-

lished by the Politico oe
website yesterdaybeforeits

‘Questions

over Prince
Andrew's
£1.5m loan

Documents said toshow
that money owed by
senior royal was paid off
by companies linked to
millionaire Tory donor.
News Page 2 -

Police still
trying to
find motive
for bombing

Investigators could
conclude that Emad
al-Swealmeen'sattack
in Liverpool was not
anactof terrorism.
News Page 14 —



