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ith its pandemic re-

covery in the rearview
mirror, China now faces a
prolonged period of slower
growth with increasing pol-
fcy uncertainties as Beijing
attempts to carry out ambi-
tious long-term reforms. Al

# Members of a congressio-

misled them during an inves-
tigation of the company's

business practices and if they
muaxy have lied under oath. Al

emails Bill Gates and
a female emplovee that they
# LS. industrial

# Toyota and Stellantis
said separately they would
build battery factories in the
LS., the latest in a siring of
big-ticket investments by
auto makers looking to sell
more electric cars. BL

L .Y frenzy in

shares of GameStop this
vear raised a number of
questions for regulators but
didn

structure, the SEC said. B1L

+ The Nasdaqg and S&P 500
rose OU8% and 0.3%, respec-
tively, while the Dow indus-
trials retreated 0.1%. B11

#+ Rent the Runway is
seeking a valuation of as
much as $1.5 billion in its
initial public offering of
shares next week. Bl

World- Wide
—

# The Justice

filed an emergency request
with the Supreme Court that
seeks to block Texas® ban on
most abortions, returning
the issue to the justices
after they previoushy de-
clined to intervene against
the new state law. AG

# The FDA is moving to
soon allow people to re-
ceive booster shots that
differ from their first
Covid-19 vaccine doses and
won't recommend any
booster over the others. A3
4 The Haitian gang that
kidnapped a group of 17 U.S.
and Canadian missionaries
is asking for $1 million each
for their release. A Haitian
official said the FBI and Hai-
tian police were in contact
with the kidnappers. A16
filed suit to
block records from his
time in the White House
from being turned over to
the House committee in-
westigating the Jan. 6 as-
sault on the Capitol. A6

# The Supreme Court
threw out two separate ex-
cessive-foree lawsuits filed
against police, ruling that
the doctrine of qualified im-
munity protected the offi-
cers from ing to answer
the allegations in court. A3

they are designated for a gen-
der other than the one listed
on their birth certificates. A6
# Died: Colin Powell, 84,
former secretary of state Al
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By Jessica DonaT

WASHINGTON—Colin Pow-
ell, who helped steer U.S. na-
tional security policy in the
post-Vietnam era as the coun-

try's first Black Joint Chiefs of

Staff chairman, White House
national security adviser and
secretary of state, has died at
age Bd.

His family cited Cowvid-19
complications in a statement
on Facebook, adding he had
been fully vaccinated. A long-
time aide said Mr. Powell also
had undergone treatment in

recent years for a blood can-
cer, multiple myeloma, which
is known to weaken the im-
e SVSterm.

M. Powell advocated
against precipitous war but
urged the use of owerwhelming
force when conflict was un-
avoidable, views popularized
in the media as the Powell
Doctrine. It was born of his
combat experience in Vietnam
and held that war should be a
last resort, with clear objec-
tives, strong public support
and decisive action.

A heralded military career

Secretary of State Colin Powell before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee on Feb. 5, 2002, in Washington, D.C.

Powell, a Trailblazing General
And Top Diplomat, Dies at 84

was followed by posts in U.S.
presidential administrations,
eventually earning broad pub-
lic support that led to Mr.
Powell's consideration of a
1986 presidential run, a pros-
pect he later set aside. As sec-
retary of state in 2002, he be-
came a reluctant advocate for
the Irag war and came to re-
gret his role leading the na-
tion into years of conflict.
President Biden said Mr.
Powell “embodied the highest
ideals of both warrior and dip-
lomat” and issued a proclama-
tion ordering flags be flown at

half-staff.

Former President George WL
Bush, who appointed Mr. Pow-
ell to the State Department
post, prﬁlse{l him in a state-
ment that d his lengthy re-
cord of public service begin-
ning as a soldier during the
war in Vietnam.

“Many Presidents relied on
General Powell's counsel and
experience,” Mr. Bush said.
*“He was such a favorite of

Please turn fo page A4

#+ Powell took singular path as
insider who stoed apart.— A4

Crimped
Growth
Tests
Beijing’s
Agenda

GDP slowdown is
seen adding pressure
on leaders to loosen
reins on fiscal policy

By STELLA YIFAN XIE

HONG KONG—China faces a
prolonged period of slower
growth with increasing policy
uncertainties as Beijing at-
tempts to carry out ambitious
long-term reforms that have
left investors jittery:

China’s economy recorded a
steeper-than-expected aco-
nomic slowdown in the third
quarter of the year, expanding
4.9% from a year earlier. The
growth rate reflected a host of
headwinds: Tighter rules on
the property market that have
chilled activity in the sector,
widespread power shortages
and continued concerns about
Covid-19 that have weighed on
consumer spending.

While economists had pre-
dicted momentum to slow
from the first and second
gquarters of the year as the
statistical base effect from last
vear faded, the Chinese econ-
omy now faces a more daunt-
ing set of challenges than had
been foreseen earlier in the
wvear, which threatens to drag

growth lower in the final
months of the vear.
The question now  is

Flease turn topage A7

# LS. industrial production fell
1.3% in September........—... Az

# Communist Party resolution
to elevate Xi. A7

+ Belling plans sale of U.
dollar bonds_.
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Lawmakers
Question

If Amazon
Misled
Congress

By Dana MaTTioL

Members of a congressional
committee have guestioned
whether Amazoncom Inc. ex-
ecutives misled them during
an investigation of the com-
pany’s business practices and
if they might hawe lied under
oath.

In a letter sent to Amazon
CEQ Andy Jassy on Sunday,
five members of Congress
asked the company to provide
Taxculpatory evidence™ to cor-
roborate the sworn testimony
that sewveral leaders, including
then-CEQ Jeff Bezos, provided
to the House Judiciary Com-
mittes’s antitrust subcommit-
tee in 2019 and 2020, The let-
ter was signed by Reps. David
Cicilline (D., R.L}, Ken Buck
(R., Colo.}, Pramila Jayapal (D.,
Wash.), Jerrold Nadler (D.,
MY and Matt Gaetz (K., Fla.).
The subcommirtes probed Am-
azon's use of data from third-
party sellers as it has dewel-
oped private-label products.

“We strongly encourage youw
to make use of this opportu-
nity to correct the record and
provide the Committee with
sworn, truthful, and accurate
responses to this request as

Please furn fo page A2

INSIDE

JASON GAY
The Cowboys have a
shot at a title, if they
can stay out of their

oW way. A2

PERSONAL JOURMNAL
Public-health officials
expect the return of a

tougher flu season this

year. A9

By EMILY GLAZER

The 2019 letter from a Mi-
crosoft Corp. engineer report-
ing an affair with Bill Gates
that preceded his exit from
the board wasn’t the first time
some Microsoft directors en-
countered the billionaire’s in-
appropriate behavior with fe-
male employees.

More than a decade earlier,
Microsoft executives discow-
ered emails between Mr. Gates

Poor Nations Want Trillions
To Fund Climate Goals

Cost of cooperation on renewable-energy deal escalates for West

By MarraEw Darton

At a July global climate gathering in Lon-
don, South African environment r
Barbara Creecy presented the wor
wealthiest countries with a bil
£750 billion annually to pay for poorer na-
tions to shift away from fossil fuels and pro-
tect themselves from global warming.

The number was met with silence from
U.S. Climate Envoy John Kerry, according to
Zaheer Fakir, an adviser to Ms, Creecy. Other
Western officials said they weren’t ready to

discuss such a huge sum.

For decades, Western countries responsi-
ble for the bulk of greenhouse-gas emissions
have pledged to pay to bring poorer nations

very expensive global energy transition. But
they have vet to fully deliver on that prom-

ister

more than

to strike a deal

ise. Mow the price of the developing world's
cooperation is going up.

s At the end of the month, negotiators firom
nearly every country will meet in Glasgow,
Scotland, for a two-week climate summit,
the first major gathering since governments
signed the Paris accord in 2015, The goal is

to keep the climate targets of

the Paris agreement within reach.
Without poorer countries on board, the
world stands little chance of preventing cat-

astrophic climate change, say many climate

along with them in what is expected to be a

Gates Told in 2008 to Stop
Emailing a Female Staffer

and a midlevel female em-
ployvee at the company while
Mr. Gates was still an employvee
at Microsoft and chairman of
the board, according to people
familiar with the matter. In the
messages, the then-married
Mr. Gates was flirtatious and
propositioned the female em-
ployee, the people said.

Two top Microsoft execu-
tives, then-General Counsel
Erad Smith and then-Chief Peo-

Please furn o page A

FEerie Time Capsules Await Returning Workers

Pompeii-like ofTices fe

By KaTHERINE BINDLEY

Returning to the office last
month for the first time since
March 2020, Ryan Weaver
caught sight of something on
his old desk that made him do
a double take.

“At first I thought, is that a

= #* *

pine eone? 3
Weaver, 41, \-uho works 1
in marketing in Toronto.
Upon closer inspec-
tion, he realized it was
no pine cone. It was the
apple he didn't have a
hand to grab that after-
noon 18 months ago

{wt ane

Artifact?

when he was sent to
wiork from home doe to
the pandemic.

"1 thought for sure
that someone would
hawe thrown that out,™
g he said.

Though millions of
Please furn fopage A8
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scientists. Emissions in the LS, and Europe
are falling as both regions push to adopt re-
newable energy

and phase out coal-fired
Please furn fopage A8
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Inflation and shortages will hit poor

nations too —
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Final salute
US statesman
Powell dies

Former US sscretary of state Colin Pow-
ell, pictured in 2015, has died aged &4
from Covid-19-related complications,
his family announced yesterday.

Powell was America’s highest-ranking
diplomat under George W Bush's
administrationduring the Iragq war that
started in 2005 ko unseat Saddam Hus-
selin, and chalr of the joint chiefs of staff
In George HW Bush's presl dency during
the 1991 Gulf war to oust Saddam’s
forces from Kuwait,

His family sakd he had been fully vac-
cinated against Covid, but he also suf-
fered from the blood cancer multiple
myeloma. "We have lost a remarkable
and boving husband, father, grandfather
and a great American,” they said.
Obituary page 3

Nato chief says countering

FETr——

China

will be part of new strategic focus

& Role for next decade set out @ US pivot to Asia spurs shift @ No retreat from Russia threat

ROULA KHALAF &ND

HEMRY FOY — BAUSSELS

Countering the security threat from
China will be an important part of Nato's
future rationale, the alliance’s head has
sald, marking a skgnificant rethink of
the western group’s objectives that
reflects the US pivot to Asia.

In an Interview with the Financial
Times, Jens Stoltenberg. secretary-
general, said that while China was not an
“mdversary”, it was having an impact on
European security through its cyber
capabilities, new technologhes and long-
range missiles. How to defend allies
from those threats would be “thor-
oughly”™ addressed in the alliance’s mew
doctrine for the coming decade, he said.

The military alliance has spent dec-
ades focused on countering Russia and,

LA FRANCE

French Trump blows up
rivals” election arithmetic

The arrival from nowhere of 3
Trump-style provocateus who lashes.
ot at Muslims, immmigration, feminism,
crima and the ‘dacling’ of France has
shaken the calculations surrcunding
Apeil's election. TV talk-show star Eric
Zemmour holds views further fo the
righ than Marine Le Pen, whom he has
owvertaken in polls. They show he could
split the right's vote, Tolling projections
that saw president Emmanuel Macron
ultimatedy facing off against Le Pen
Presidential race » Pacs 2

since 2001, terrorism. The new focus on
cChima conses amid a shift in the Us's ori-
entation away from Europeto a begem-
onicoonflict with Bei]

“Mato ks an alllance of North America
and Enrope, But this reghon fwces global
challenges: terrorism, cyber but absothe
rise of China. S0 when it comes to
strengthening our collective defence,
that's also about how toaddress the rise
of China,” steltenberg said. “What we
can predict is that the rise of China will
impact our security. T already has.”

Maito will adopt its new Strategic Con-
cept At 3 summit next summer to out-
line its purpose for 10 years. The 2010
wversion does not mention China. 1t ks
seeking a new direction following the
end of its 20-year Afghanistan deploy-
ment, while discussions over the Us

DAVID SHEPPARD — LONDON

Russla’s Gazprom has damped hopes
for additional gas exports to Eurcpe
next month as the continent struggles
with record prices, despite recent hints
from President Viadimir Putin of
nne resanasd sanpaplies.

UK and European gas prices surged as
much as 18 per cent yesterday after a
keenly awalted pipeline capacity auc-
tion showed no increase from Russia,
efther through the Ukrainian plpeline
system or lines passing via Poland to
narth-west Europe.

Traders and analysts sald the auction
result was the latest indication that Rus-
ska was kn Bo hurry to send additional
gas to Europe, leaving supplies thght and
raising the prospect of shortages if the
winter was colder than normal.

military presence in Enrops continue.
Stoltenberg, a former Morwegian pre-
miber who is due to step down next year
after almost eight years at the helm, said
HMato allies would seek to “scale down™
activities outside thelr borders and
“scale up” domestic defensive resilience
tobetter resist external threats.

“China 18 coming closer to ws. We see
them inthe Arctic. We see them incyber
space. We see them investing heavily in
critical infrastructure inour countries,”
be saisl. “And, ofcourse, they have mare
and more high-range weapons that can
reach all Nato-allied countries. They are
bauilding many, many silos for bong-
range intercontinental missiles.”

China tested a nuclear-capable hyper-
somic missile in August, the FT reported
at the weekend, underscoring the rapid

have hinted at sending more gas, they
have alse signalled that Germany’s
approval of the start-up of the contro-
versial Mord Stream 2 pipeline, which
bypasses Ukraine, is key to boosting
supplies, alongside companies

to sign more long-term contracts.

“Gazprom s undoubtedly assurming
that Mord Stream 2 will be approved in
the relatively mear future, and position-
ing 1tself accordinghy,” sakd Ron Smith,
executive director at BCS Global Mar-
kets in Maoscow,

The level of concern over supplies in
Europe sent the benchmark gas con-
tract for November delivery up after the
anction results, rising 18 per cent to
€104 per megawatt hour, while the
equivalent UK contract jumped more
tham 15 per cent to L2171 per therm.

Prices are more than five times higher

“What we can
predict is that
the rise of China
will impact our
security. It
already has,’
Jens Stoltenberg
told the FT

progress that Beijing has made on nesxt-
generation wWeapans.

But any suggestion of a shift from
deterring Russian aggression would
meet protests from eastern European
states that view Moscow as a threat and
the alliance as sole security guarantor.

Stoltenberg sabd Russia and China
should not be seen as separate threats.
They work “closely together®, he said.
“When we invest more in technol-
oy . . . thatsabout both of them.”

Stoltenberg said Nato's hasty with-
drawal from Afghanistan was “anobevi-
ous cholce” after the US decision to

leave. He said while Bur,

m militaries

might have been able to remain, politi-
cal beaders could not have justified it.
Moscow office spat page 2

‘Gldean Rachman page 17

European gas prices surge as traders
see no sign of Gazprom raising supply

ecoioimnic recovery from the pandemic.
Russian gas Mows on the three main
pipedine rowtes into western Europs had
already declined in October o average
261m cubic metres a day compared with
302m cubic metres in September,
according to Tom Marzec-Manser of
s tancy FCIS. “If all exksting roates
were fully maximised then western
Eurcpean flows would be closer to
Sa0mcm [a] day” hesdded.

The result of the auction came as Naf-
togaz, Ukralne's state gas company, sald
It had filed a request with Germamn rega-
Fators to participate inthe months-long
process of certifying the pipeline, claim-
ingz M52 iz in breach of EU law. “The fight
ta stop Mond Stream 2 is far from being
over,” said Yurly Vitrenko, Maftogaz's
chief execative.

Additional reportivg by Roman Olearchyl

While Putin and Kremlin officials  than a year ago, posing a threat to the  in Ajiv and Tom Wilsen in London
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» Valneva vaccine trial results beat AZ
Results published a month after the UK terminated
a €1.4bn deal with the French group have shown its
shot elicits a stronger immune response with fewer
side effects than the AstraZeneca fab— pace &

= Brussels reassurance over UK clearing
EU financial services chiefl Mairead MoGuinness has
wowed to avold a “cliff edge” on EU banks' permit to
clear deals in the UK, lifting hopes of an extension
o terngp ¥ post-Brexit a 5.— PAGE 2

= Property and energy hit China growth
Economic expansion in the third quarter shumped
o 18 showest pace 1o a year, adding to growing

pressure on President Xi Jinping as he pursues an
ambitious “commen prosperity” strabegy.— PAGE &

= Singapore eases Covid border regime
The city-state has eased one of

the world’s most stringent

policies. Free travel is allowed

now with 10 nations, mcheding

the UK and US, after 21 months

of closed borders.— paca 4

= UK probes US swoop o defeiice group
London has an investigation into the
planned £5 takeover of Meggitt by US rival
Parker Hannifin, citing national security fears, The
Britlsh group ks seen as a “oritical supplier”.— pace &

= Polish premier joins battle with EU
Mateusz Morawbecki has warned that the EU risks
becoming a “centrally managed organisem run by
institutions deprived of democratic control™ amid
an escalating battle over the rule of law.— Page 1

» Goldman green light for China venture
The US bank has recefved regulatory approval to
take full cwnership of s securities joint venture in

China, allowing it to expand in the country as
EBeljing eases restrictions on foreign groups.— pace &
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Late Edition
Today, breezy, sunny skies, dry
turning warmer, high 66. Tonight,
clear, seasonable, low 57. Tomorrow,
rem: g warm, sunny, high 73
Weather map appears on Page A22.
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Trump Is Suing
To Shield Files
In Riot Inquiry

Legal Battle Is Likely
With House Panel

By CHARLIE SAVAGE
and LUKE BROADWATER

WASHINGTOMN — Former
President Donald J. Trump sued
Congress and the National Ar-
chives on Monday, seeking to
block the disclosure of White
House files related to his actions
and communications surrounding
the Jan, & Capitol riot.

In a 26-page complaint, a law-
yer for M Trump argued that the
materials must remain secret as a
matter of executive privilege, He
said the Constitution gives the for-
mer president the right to demand
their confidentiality even though
he is no longer in office — and
even though President Biden has
refused to assert executive privi-
lege over them.

The lawsuit touches off what is
likely to be a major legal battle be-
tween Mr. Trump and the House
committee investigating the at-
tack, in which a mob of his sup-
porters stormed the Capitol seek-
ing to disrupt Congress's counting
of electoral wotes to formalize Mr.
Biden's wictory. Its outcome will
earry consequences for how much
the panel can uncover about Mr.
Trump's role in the riot, pose
thorny questions for the Biden ad-
ministration and potentially forge
new precedents about presiden-
tial prerogatives and the separa-
tion of powers.

“In a political ploy to accommo-
date his partisan allies, President
Biden has refused to assert execu-
tive privilege over numerous
clearly privileged documents re-
quested by the committee,” Jesse
K. Binnall, Mr Trump's lawyer,
wrote in his complaint.

The House comumittes scruti-
nizing the Capitol attack has de-
manded detailed records about
ME Trump's every movement and
meeting on the day of the assault.,
Its demands, sent to the National
Archives and Records Adminis-
tration, include material about
any plans hatched within the
White House or other federal
agencies to derail the Electoral
College vote count by Congress.

In a pair of letters this month to
the National Archives, which is

Continued on Page AIT

Colin L. Powell in 20004 in the Owal Office, when he was the country’s first Black secretary of state.

COLIN L. POWELL, 1937-2021

\

MILLE/THE MEW ¥ORE TIMES

Model Diplomat Haunted by the Iraq War

By ERIC SCHMITT

Colin L. Powell, who in four dec-
ades of public life served as the na-
i ier, diplomat and na-
ty adviser, and whose
speech at the United Nations in
20013 helped pave the way for the
United States 1o go to war in Irag,
died on Monday. He was 84,

The cause was complications of
Covid-19, his family said in a state-
ment, adding that he had been
vaccinated and was being treated
at Walter Reed Mational Military
Medical Center, in Bethesda, Md.,
when he died there.

A spokeswoman said his im-
mune system had been compro-
mised by multiple myeloma, for

which he had been undergoing
treatment, He had been due to re-
ceive a booster shot for his vac-
cine Last week, she said, but had to
postpone it when he fell ill. He had
also been treated for early stages
of Parkinson's disease, she said,
Mr. Powell was a pathbreaker,
SErY as the country’s first
Black national security adviser,
chairman of the Jeint Chiefs of
Staff and secretary of state. Be-
ginning with his 35 vears in the
Army, Mr. Powell was emblematic
of the ability of minorities to use
the military as a ladder of oppor-
tunity.
His was a classic American swc-
cess story. Born in Harlem of Ja-
malcan parents, he grew up in the

South Bronx and graduated from
City College of New York, joining
the Army through the R.OJ
Starting as a young second lieu-
tenant commissioned in the dawn
of a newly desegregated Army,
Mr. Powell served two decorated
combat tours in Vietnam. He was
later national security adviser 1o
President Ronald Reagan at the
end of the Cold War, helping to ne-
Botiate arms treaties and an era of
cooperation with the Soviet presi-
dent, Mikhail 5. Gorbachew.

As chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
Mr. Powell was the architect of the
invasion of Panama in 1980 and of
the Persian Gulf war in 1991,
which ousped Saddam Hussein

Continued on Page A18

German Editor

In Sex Inquiry
Is Forced Out

Publisher Takes Action
Amid U.S. Growth

By BEN SMITH
and MELISSA EDDY

Germanys most  powerful
per removed its top editer
y after months of defend-
ing his sexual relationships with
women in the workplace as the
scandal began to envelop the pa-
per's globally ambitions parent
company, Axel Springer.

Bild, a center-right tabloid that
has fed popular anger at Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and her
Covid-1% restrictions, dismissed
the editor in chief, Julian Reichelr,
after The Mew York Times re-
ported on details of M. Reichelt’s
relationship with a trainee, who
testified during an independent
legal investigation that in 2018 he
had summoned her to a hotel near
the office for sex and asked her to
keep a payment secret. Hours af-

ter Mr. Reichelt was ousted, the
newsmagazine Der Spiegel pub-
lished allegations that Mr.

Reichelt had abused his position
to pursue relationships with sev-
eral women on his staff.

The dismissal marked the belat-
ed arrival of the global #MeToo
movement at Axel Springer —
and it came as the German com-
pany is making significant invest-
ments in the American market, in-

o
Springer faced pressure in the
United States and Germany to ex-

plain  two recent revelations:
What the investigation into Mr
Reichelt's conduct found, and how
the chief executive, Mathias
Dipiner, responded to the investi-
gation. In a text message to a
friend obtained by The Times, M
Dopiner seemed 1o link the scru-
tiny of Mr. Reichelt's behavior to
the editor's divi e politics, cast-
ing him as a bulwark against a re-
turn of Communist-style oppres-
sion in the guise of Covid rules,
The company sakl in a state-
ment that Mr. Reichelt had “not
clearly separated private and pro-
fessional matters,” and had misled
the board. Mr, Dipfner, in a state-
ment, also praised Mr. Reichelt for
his journalistic leadership and for
launching Bild-Tv, a new televi-
Continued on Page AT

ED.A. WILL ALLOW
CHOICE OF VACCINE
IN BOOSTER DOSES

MIX-AND-MATCH SYSTEM

Study Supports Requests
by State Officials for
More Flexibility

By SHARON LaFRANIERE
and NOAH WEILAND

WASHINGTON The Food
and Drug Administration is plan-
ng w allow Americans o re-
ceive a different Covid-19 vaccine
as a hooster than the one they ini-
tially received, a mowve that could
reduce the appeal of the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine and provide
fMexibility to doctors and other
vaccinators.

The government would not rec-
ommend one shot over another,
and it might note that using the
same vaccine as a booster when
possible is preferable, people fa-
miliar with the agency's planning
=zaid. But vaccine providers could
use their discretion to offer a dif-
ferent brand, a freedom that state
health officials have been request-
ing for weeks.

The approach was foreshad-
owed this past Friday, when re-
searchers presented the findings
of a federally funded “mix and
match™ study 10 an expert com-
mittee that advises the Food and
Drug Administration. The study
found that recipients of John=son &
Johnzon's single-dose shot who
received a Moderna booster saw
their antibody levels rise 76-fold
in 15 days, compared with only a
fourfold increase after an extra
dose of Johnson & Johnson

Federal regulators this week
are aiming to greatly expand the
number of Americans eligible for
booster shots. The FEDUA. is ex-
pected o authorize boosters of the
Moderna and Johnson & Johnson
vaccines by Wednesday evening;
it could allow the mix-and-match
approach by then. The agency last
maonth authorized booster shots of
the Pfizer-BioNTech wvaccine fior
at least six months after the sec-
ond dose.

An advisory committee of the
Centers for Disease Control and

Corttinued on Page AIS

Their Reason for Rescuing Afghans: “You Honor Your Promises’

By ROGER COHEN

FREDERICKSBEURG, Wa. —
Rex Sappenfield does not slesp
well. A former Marine who served
in Afghanistan, he is tormented by
the fate of his interpreter, an Af-
ghan with a wife and three young
children vy whom Mr Sappenfield
made a battleficid promise: We
will never abandon you.,

Now a high school English
teacher who tr to instill a sense
of rectitude in his students, Mr.
Sappenfield has thought about his
pledge every day since the United
States pulled out of Afghanistan
on Aug. 30,

“We broke a promise, and I just
feel terrible,” Mr. Sappenfield, 53,
said, “I said it to the faces of our
Afghan brothers: “Hey, guys, you
can count on ou will get to
come to the United States if you
wish'™

But if America has withdrawn
from Afghanistan, Mr Sappen-
field and many other veterans
have not. He is part of an informal
network — including the retired
general who once commanded his
umnit, retired diplomats and intelli-
gence officers, and a former math
teacher in rural Virginia — still
working to fulfill a promise and
save the Afghan colleagues who
risked their lives for America’s
long fight in Afghanistan,

Sofar, the network has evacuat-
ed 69 people from 23 families from
Afghanistan  since  mid-August.
But 346 people from 62 different

B THE MEW YORE TIMES

Bruce Hemp, a retired teacher in Virginia, works with veterans and others to evacuate families,

families remain on its list of en-
dangered Afghans, including the
interpreter, whom Mr. Sappen-
field regards as a brother. He says
the interpreter kept his unit alive
in Helmand Province “by telling
us where to go, and where not to.”

Every day. Mr. Sappenfield is in
contact with the interpreter, whao
went into hiding after the Taliban

took control of the country in mid-
Aungust and for security reasons is
being identified only as B the first
letver of his given name. He hid in
Kabul for nearly a mol , before
the network managed to shepherd
him, in a harrowing 15-hour bus
ride, to another city in Afghani-
stan.

As of this weelk, P is waiting for

a possible charter flight out as he
is shuttled between safe houses.
“T] Taliban can easily spot us in
this area because we are not from
this part of Afghanistan,” he wrote
to Mr. Sappenfield this month,

In pulling out of Afghanistan,
President Biden declared that he
would not pass the conflict to an-

Continued on Page A0

Jefferson Knocked Off Pedestal
In New York Council Chamber

By JEFFERY C. MAYS and ZACHARY SMALL

For more than 104 years, a 7-
foot-tall statue of Thomas Jeffer-
son has towered over members of
the New York City Council in their
chamber at City Hall, a testament
to his role as one of the nation’s
founding fathers and the primary
author of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence,

But for the last two decades,
some Black and Latino Council
members, citing Jeffersons his-
tory as a slaveholder, called for the
statue to be banished — a push
that gained significant momen-
tum in the last year, as the nation
has broadly reconsidered public
monuments that can be viewed as
symbols of systemic racism.

On Monday, city officials voted
unanimously to remove the statwe
from Council chambers, but de-
layed a decislon on where to put it

“There are 700 pieces of art un-
der our jurisd on, We CAannot
make a rash decision that will set
a precedent for the other 690
pieces of artwork that may also
have challenges from people or
other groups of people” Signe
Mielsen, president of the Public
Design Commission, which over-
Sees art at city-owned property,
said at a public hearing hefore the
vote.

The relocation of the statue, re-
quested by the Council's Black,

Latine and Asian Caucus, was ex-
pected to be a fait accompli: An
agreement was already in place 1o
relocate the statue to the New-
York Historical Society. A crate
had been ordered to house the
Corntinued on Page AL3

DAVE SAKDERS FOR THE KEW VORK TIVES

Thomas Jefferson at City Hall.

INTERMATIONAL Ad-11

Russians Are Wary of Vaccine
Omly one-third of the country’s popula-
tion is fully vaccinated, despite the
availability of free inoculations. PAGE AT

MATIONAL Al1Z-19

Yes to Affirmative Action

A judge’s ruling that the University of
North Carolina can keep its program
will be appealed all the way to the
Supreme Court. PAGE AlG

Abortion Law Challenged

Calling the Texas law that bans nearly

BUSINESS B1-8 SCIENCE TIMES D1-8&

They're Counting on Bees
Populations of the insect are declining,
but researchers with nets and notebooks
are busy trying to change that. PAGE D8

ARTS C1-8

Seeing More Than Hearing

In his film " The Velvet Underground,”
Todd Haymes evokes a world of visuals
to illuminate a world of sound.  PAGE C1

MNuclear Fusion’s Moment
Long-shot money is flowing into start-
ups that seek the energy of the stars.
Driving the investments is a rising
alarm about global warming.  PAGE B1

China’s Economy Slows
Growth of 4.9 percent shows the indus-

Stepping at the Opera
A choreographer has brought step, a
dance form popular at historically Black

On a Mission to Find Answers
A new MASA spacecraft, a robotic ar-
chasologist naned Lucy, may have

Evicting Muslims in India
Critics say the country’s campaign to
take farmland from some residents is

an attempt to bolster Hindus,  PAGE Ad all abortions “plainly unconstitutional trial sector has run into trouble, But some cosmic explaining to do,  PAGE DI colieges, to the Met stage. BRIl
the Justice Department asked the Su- exports and services are strong. PAGE B1
preme Court to block it. PAGE Al6 OPINION AZ0-21
SPORTS B7-9 Michelle Goldberg PAGE A21

Restaurants’ Reckoning . .
As homelessness grows in New York Coach Fired for Vaccine Refusal
City, restaurant owners seek to defuse Wwashington State also dismissed four
conflicts between panhandlers and their assistants on the football team for
customers and employees, PAGE A1Z defying a state mandate, PAGE B
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Alunos do colégio Humboldt, na zona sul de Sao Paulo, mantém distancia no primeiro dia de presenga obrigatdria nas escolas paulistas; retorno expés disparidades de recursos cotidiano B6

Vazamento
irrita CPI, que
busca acordo
com Renan

Apds trechos do relatdrio
final terem sido di a-
dos, colegas de CPI1da Co-
vid acusaram de vazamen-
to o relator, Renan Calhei-
ros (MDB-AL), que ficou
isolado. Uma ala quer con-
vencé-lo a retirar partes
que sao alvo de divergén-
cia. O PGR, Augusto Aras,
disse que tomard prowvi-
déncias se o texto trou
xer demincias. Poderasaay

Familiares de
vitimas relatam
dor a comissao

A CPI parentes deram de-
poimentos emocionados,
“Falei para o cara: Meu fi-
Iho morreu, vocé vai ficar
gritando ‘e dai?”, disse um
pai que ouviu ofensa de
umbolsonarista. Poderas

Forcas Armadas gastam
R$ 5,5 mi de dinheiro
destinado a vacinas s

A pandemia em 18.out
Dados das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil

(e T i dase  1.3,1%

GelmaniEey 49,2%

Dase de reforgo ) 2,1%

ESTAGIO DA DOENGCA

Gbitos

Midia mével Em1ah

322V asawr -
603521

Casos L -37.4n" | do]

*Variacho em relacio a 14 dias
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A roraimense Mada, 33, foi traficada para um garimpo na GUIaNa Mathilde Missioneim, Folhapress

4 W

Traficantes de pessoas atraem
mulheres para dividas impagaveis

GENERO: FEMININOG
Aroraimense Mada tinha 18
anos guando largou a esco-
la no ensino médio, deixou
a filha bebé com a avd e foi
para o garimpo na Guiana
com a promessa de receber
R$ 4.000 por més trabalhan-
do como cozinheira.

FOLHA, 100

Informal, Caldeira
foi sdcio de Frias nas
mudangas da Folha as

Morre Colin Powell,
que redefiniu a
diplomacia dos EUA

Primeiro negro a ser se-
cretirio de Estado (2o001-
2004), Colin Powell mor-
reu aos 84 anos, por com-
plicagoes da Cowvid. Ele re-
definiu a politica externa
americana no pds-1 de Se-
tembro acapoiar a invasao
doIraque. Arrependeu-se
depois e rompeu com os
republicanos. munde A16

Esporte BS

Sao Paulofaz1a 0
no Corinthians e
vence 12 com Ceni

Um homem que ela co-
nheceu em um bar em Ro-
raindpolis prometeu pagaro
transporte e garantiu que 0s
garimpeirosiam respeita-la.

Emwvez do garimpo, ela foi
levada para um bordel na ca-
pital, Georgetown, e infor-
mada de que devia R$ 8.co0.

Sou representante de
perguntas, disse Rita Lee
ao jornal em 1978 14 e a1

Colin Powell, em janeiro de
20073 Bob Dasrrermick, Gnkua, Tumapress

[Iustrada C1
Mostra de SP tem
inicio com ‘Annette’
entre destaques

Aréquitar a suposta divida
—despesas com passagem,
comida e hospedagem—, te-
ria que fazer programa.

Segundo a ONU, 06% das
vitimas de trafico de pesso-
ascom fim de exploragio se-
xual na América do Sul sdo
mulheres. cotidiano B4 ¢ BS

Leia coluna de Antonio
Candido de 1944 com
elogio a Lispector ais

Yascha Mounk
Espaco do que é
toleravel encolheu

Nosiiltimos anos, 0s cam-
pi americanos assistiram
a muitas campanhas pe-
lo cancelamento de apari-
goes de figuras controver-
sas. Sou contra, indepen-
dentemente de minha opi-
nido sobre o palestrante. A
universidade nunca deve
ceder a pressoes para que
se retire convite. Mundo A7

Comida C8
Biscoito de ‘Round 6’
aguga saudade dos
imigrantes coreanos

Desaceleracao
chinesa deve
retardar Brasil
naretomada

Avanco menor da segunda economia
global afeta todos, mas exportadores
de produtos basicos perderao mais

Exportadora de produtos
bédsicos, a economia brasi-
leira deve ser uma das mais
Frejudicadas pela conso-
idacio de um cendrio de
desempenho mais fraco da
China nos proximos anos.

Dados do terceiro rimes-
tre mostram gue o pais asi-
dtico, que jd chegou a regis-
trar avangos de dois digi-
tos em seu Produto Inter-
no Bruto e se tornou o prin-
cipal consumidor de com-
maodities do planeta, cres-
ceu 4,9% no periodo, 7,9%
abaixo do trimestre anteri-
or e18,3% atrds do primeiro.

Pesaram a crise energeéti-
ca, interrupgdes nas cadeias
de abastecimento, surtos da
variante delta do coronavi-
rus eas dividas imobilidrias.

Para Luka Barbosa, eco-
nomista do Itai Uniban-
co, “se a desaceleragao per-
sistir e a China crescer 4%
em 2022 [a projegio atual
& 5,1%], o Brasil, vai crescer
o0,2% [ndo o,5%]". Sua colega
Laura Pitta acrescenta que
o processo chinés é estru-
tural, com perspectiva de
convergéncia para patamar
priximo ao de paises desen-
volvidos —na casa de 3%.

“Ninguém espera que a
China deixe de comprar
do Brasil’, pondera Welber
Barral, ex-secretirio de Co-
mércio Exverior do Brasil. “A
questdo é valor” Mercado a19

Guedes é pressionado
para garantir dinheiro
do Auxilio Brasil a2a

Pequim mantém veto a carne
brasileira e preocupa setor
Proibigao ja dura quase seis semanas desde que o Brasil

nio detectou nenhum outro sinal de vaca louca. Suspen-
sdo do maior comprador ameaga frigorificos. Mercadoazo

Preco de passagem
aérea dispara com
oferta reduzida
Mercado AZ1

EDITORIAIS A2

Protegdo reduzida

Sobre proposta de mu-
danga no Codigo Florestal,

Se houver nome
mais forte, posso
abrir mio, diz Leite
Poder A1Z

Questdo de dignidade
Acercade politicas para dis-
tribuigdo de absorventes.
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Réponses a la question
de lundi :

17 octobre 1961 :

Macron a-t-il eu raison
de dénoncer des «crimes
inexcusables

pour la Reépublique » 7

oul NON
32% 68%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 193806

Votez aujourdhui
sur lefigaro.fr
Approuvez-vous

le tournant en faveur
— du nucléaire

= d'Emmanuel Macron?

FABEN CLAIREFOND - COLLECTION

ARMEE CHINOSE / WEIBD

Macron choisit de s’afficher
en défenseur du nucléaire

Le chef de I'Etat s’engage désormais dans le développement du nucléaire. Il veut annoncer avant
Noél la construction de six nouveaux réacteurs EPR et relancer le débat sur le mix énergétique.

A l'aube de I'élection preésiden
tielle, la bataille du nucléaire
est lancée. Aprés avoir annon
of la semaine derniére des in
vestissements pour 1 milliard
d'euros dans les petits réac

teurs nucléalres (SMR), le chef
de I'Erat cherche le bon mo-
ment pour révéler la construc

tion de siv nouveaux EPR. La
hausse brutale du prix des
énergies fossiles redonne un

net avantage i I"atome, dont la
France a, depuis le général de
Gaulle, fait une priorité éner

gétigue. A molns de six mols de
la présidentielle, le théme du
pouvoir d'achat des ménages,

greveé par le renchérissement
des prix du gaz et du pétrole,
s'invite d'ores et déja dans la
campagne. Autour d'Emma

nuel Macron, on veul mettre le
nuckéaire au coeur du debat

électoral. Non seulement le su
jet fracture la gauche et ladroi-
te, mais il permet aussi de tra
cer une ligne de partage nette
entre écologistes décroissants
et écologistes pragmatiques.

= LA DROITE RATILLE LA « VOLTE-FACE» DU PRESIDENT A SIX MOIS DE L'ELECTION -+ LA GAUCHE AFFICHE SES DIVISIONS - LES PETITS REACTEURS, UN PARI
QUI ENGAGE PEU L'EXECUTIF - LE SORT DU NUCLEAIRE SUSPENDU A LA TAXONCOMIE VERTE EUROFEENNE - UN ENTRETIEN AVEC FRANCOIS DE RUGY FAGES2 A 4

Taiwan, épicentre des tensions militaires
entre la Chine et les Etats-Unis

Au harcélement aérien, I'armée chinoise ajoute la simulation d'une invasion de I'ile démocratique. Le risque de guerre est
Jugé réel, car une dérobade de Washington reviendrait i laisser toute 1'Asie dans I'orbite de Pékin. PAGES 12 13 ET LEDITORIAL

B3 EDITORIAL pee pritppe céic pocicaictigarote

Dissuader la Chine

uand un dirigeant autoritaire,
installé au pouvoir sans limite de
durde, martéle sur tous les tons
son «profel national » de récupé
rer un territoire perdu, mieux
vaut le prendre au sérieux, saufl a
s"aveugler soi-méme. L'avenir de Talwan est
grave dans la pierre par le président chinois
Xi Jinping depuis au moins 2019, lorsqu'il a
promis de réaliser «par fous les moyvens» la
«réunification compléfe de ln mére patries.
L'unique question qui vaille pour la paix du
maonde est done la suivante : comment le dis
suader de passer en force?

L'option, officiellement privilégide par la
Chine, d'une «réconciliation pacifique», via le
rapprochement économigue et le maintien
" e un pays, dewy systémes », a perdu son crédit
depuis la mise au pas de Hongkong, Les diri
geants communistes attendent ostensiblement
leur heure : soit que le monde regarde ailleurs,
distrait par d"autres crises, soit que la montée
en pulssance chinoise décourage les potentiels
adversaires. La militarisation du pays est en
train de produire la premiére flotte de guerre
de la planéte et des missiles balistiques capa.
bles de frapper sur tous les continents - y com-

pris un engin hypersonique que n"avaient pas
wvu venir les espions, Selon Taiwan, une inva
sion - & laquelle s’entraine assidiment I"Armée
populaire - serait réalisable 3 un colit suppor
table par Pékin dés 2025, Cela laisse peu de
ternps aux Ftats-Unis pour hausser la garde.
Mais a la détermination chinoise répond le
doute sur la volonté américaine de défendre
I'ancienne Formose. Malgré un enjeu de su-

2y s prématie mondiale,
Pekln Washington maintient
aitend sgn 300 «ambigunté stras-
gique » et offre & Pékin
heure pour de «gerers leurs diffe
rends comme au temps
mettl’le de la guerre froide. Il
la main est & craindre que la
sur Taiwan maoderation de Joe Bi

den soit prise pour de la
faiblesse par XiJinping. Un engagement ferme
de se porter au secours de 1'ile démocratique et
un affichage militaire 3 la hauteur du défi
auraient plus de chances de décourager 1"em
pereur rouge. L'apaisement n'a jamais produit
la paix : peut-é&tre faut-il en passer par des me
sures belliqueuses pour éviter une Trolsiéme
Guerre mondiale. m
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Produits
alimentaires :
le marché

du bio

en panne

de nouveaux
débouchés

Vingt ans aprés avoir fait ses
vrais premiers pas en France,
la filiére bio commence 4 pla
fonner. Attirés par un seg
ment jusqu’ic trés porteur,
de nombreux producteurs de
légumes, de lait ou d'ceufs ne
parviennent plus a ecouler
leurs stocks sur un marche
arrivé a saturation. Certains
secteurs (pore, volaille, fruits)
subissent la concurrence des
importations. PAGE 24
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