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Fhe Enron Saga
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the scandal that led the energy giant to bankruptey.
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What’s
News
Waorld - Wide

he FDA is delaying a
decision on authoriz-
ing Moderna's Covid-19
vaccine for adolescents to
assess whether the shot
may lead to heightened
risk of a rare inflammatory
heart condition. AL
* Advisers to the FDA
voted unanimously to rec-
ommend that the agency
authorize an extra dose of
J&J's Covid-19 vaccine to
shore up protection
against the coronavirus. AS
# The Biden administration
plans to lift travel restric-
tions for international visi-
tors to the LS. on Mow. 8,
the White House said. AS
# The administration is
preparing by mid-November
o resume a

their requests for asylum in
the US. are considered. A3
#+ The DOJ said it would
soon file a request with
the Supreme Court seeking
to block enforcement of a
Texas law that bans many
ahortions in the state. A4

+ A complex suicide attack
on a Shiite mosque in south-
ern Afghanistan’s main city
of Kandahar killed at least
38 worshipers on Friday. A6

Business 25 Finance

head into the holiday shop-
ping season. Retail sales rose
a seasonally adiusted 0.7%
fromm the previous month. AL
#+ Goldman posted a 60%
Jump in profit and a 26%
crease in revenue, rournd-
ing out the earnings season
for the bigezest ULS. banks. Al

# The SEP 500, Dow and
MNasdaq rose 1.8%, L6% and
2.2%, respectively, for the
week, following a strong
streak of earnings reports. Bl
# Walmart is helping
launch a new company that
aims to provide financial
services for its millions of
customers and workers. Bl

+ The

ex-employee
wiith misleading air-
safety regulators about a
flight-control system that
played a significant role in
two TAT MAX crashes is be-
ing unfairly blamed for the

ers, his attormey said. B3
# China’s central bank
said that the risk of Ever-
grande's debt crisis spill-
ing over into the financial
system was controllable. B1O
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U K. Lawmaker Is Killed in Attack Authorities Call Terrorlsm

/PAASSOCIATED PRESS

INVESTIGATION: Emergency smm pcmnml were at the scene in Ess.lx an Friday after David Amess, a Conservative Party

lawmaker, was fatally stabbed during a meeting with constitvents. UK. authorities said the assault was a terrorist attack. AS

FDA Delays Moderna Decision

By FELICIA SCHWARTZ

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration is delaying a decision
on authorizing Moderna Inc.’s
Covid-19 wvaccine for adoles-
cents to assess whether the
shot may lead to heightened
risk of a rare inflammatory
heart condition, according to
people familiar with the matter.

After four Nordic countries
strengthened their stances

against giving Moderna wac-

EXCHANGE

PAYDAY
Today's startup
founders land
fat compensation
packages.

Bl

cines to younger adults last
week, the FDA has been taking
another look at the risk of the
condition, known as myocardi-
tis, among younger men who
took Moderna's vaccine, espe-
cially compared with those
wiho received the vaccine from
Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE.
the people said.

So far, the regulators ha-
ven't determined —whether
there is an elevated risk, the
people said. The delay could be

Boost for J&J

Advisory panel to FDA
recommends extra dose of
its Cowid-19 vaccine. AS

several weeks, but the timing is
unclear, one of the people said.

The agency plans to further
review data before deciding on
whether to extend the wac-
cine’s eligibility to younger

people, the people said.
Mywocarditis risk is the lat-
est complication for wvaccine
makers, regulators and publie-
health authorities who have
been encouraging vaccination
to protect against Cowid-19, af-
ter a rare blood-clotting con-
dition hurt the rollout of As-
traZeneca PLC and Johnson &
Johnson shots,
The risk of myoccarditis has
also been an issue among
Fleageturn topage A5

Judges or Their Brokers Bought
And Sold Stocks of Litigants

61 report trades made while they oversaw suits involving the companies

By CouLTenr JoNES, JOE PALAZZOLO

anD James V. GrimaLo

and judicial-ethics rules.
Judges Lewis, Norgle and Siragusa were

Mary Geiger Lewis acquired Walmart Inc.
stock. Charles Norgle Sr. reported nearly a
dozen buys and sells of Pfizer Inc. shares.
Charles Siragusa had two accounts that

bought Medtronic PLC stock.

Mone of that would be a problem, except
for this: All are federal judges, and at the
time of the trades, all were hearing cases in-

wolving those companies.

The Wall Street Jowrnal discovered this
trading in a broad investigation that identi-
fied 131 federal judges who heard hundreds
of cases between 2010 and 2018 involving
companies in which they or a family mem- nal,

among 61 judges who didn't just own stocks
of companies that were litigants in their
courtrooms. Accounts held by the judges or
their families traded shares as suits were
progressing, the Journals inves

mation

found. Nearly half of the judges reported

Progress,

more than one trade while a case was in

Federal law and ethics rules say judges.

must recuse themselves if they, their spouse

ber owned stock—in violation of federal law

or any minor children own even a single
share of a company that is a plaintiff or de-
fendant in a case hefore them.

Some judges, when contacted by the Jour-
said they were unaware that brokers or

Please turn topage Al

Demand,
Inflation
Drive Up
Sales at

Retailers

Shoppers spent 0.7%
more in September,
shaking off the variant
and supply-chain snarls

By Davine HARRISON

Americans stepped up their
spending in September, a sign
of res r demand and rising
inflation as consumers head
into holiday-shopping season.

Sales at stores, restaurants
and online sellers rose a sea-
sonally adjusted 0.7% from the
previous maonth, the Commerce
Department said Friday. The
rise in sales reflects persis-
tently strong demand and
higher consumer prices.

Consumers, armed with
stimulus payments and rising
wages, have spent more this
vear, shrugging off the Delta
wvariant of Covid-19, the end of
enhanced unemployment berne-
fits and emerging supply con-
straints. The retail sales, which
aren’t adjusted for inflation,
rose 13.9%, in September from a
vear earlier. Consumer inflation
increased 5.4% in that time, the
Labor Department said.

Still, economists see reasons
for concern ahead, including
supply disruptions causing
backlogs and pushing up prices,
a slowing job market recovery
and anxious consumers.,

“The shipping bottlenocks
wiill become more of an isswe in
Nowvember and December when
wou have that spike in holiday-
related sales,” said Aneta
Markowska, chief economist at
Jefferies LLC

So  far, consumers hawve

Please fturn fo page A2

LS. retail and food-
service sales
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Wally the Walrus Takes
FEuropean Tour, Then Disappears

“

The 2,000-pound visitor from the Arctic

hung out on boals, swam Lo Lourisl spols

By James Hooxway

This summer, marine re-
searchers were presented with
an unexpected problem. How,
exactly, do you get a
2000-pound juvenile
walrus to cut short
his tour around Eu-
rope and swim back
home to the Arctic?

Micknamed Wally
by biologists, the

Well-traveled

young male first appeared in
Ireland in March before hi n-
erary took him to Wales, Eng-
land and then France and Spain
over the following months—
more than a thou-
sand miles from his
usual habitat.

With his tusks
amnd long whiskers,
the walrus became a

lease turn
topage AT

Goldman Feasts on Deals Boom

By OrLA McCArFREY

Companies are ravenous for
deals. Wall Street investment
bankers are feasting on big
paydays.

Goldman Sachs Group Inc.
on Friday reported a 60% jump
in profit and a 26% increase in
revenue, beating analysts’ ex-
pectations. The Wall Street ti-
tan rounded out earnings sea-
son for the biggest U.5. banks,
all of which reported double-
digit profit gains.

JPMorgan Chase & Co.,
Bank of America Corp., Citi-
group Inc. and Wells Fargo &
Co. released some of the
money they had set aside to

deal with pandemic losses, a
sign of their confidence in the
bumpy economic recovery.,
Goldman CEOQ David Solo-
mon said on a call with ana-
lysts that he believes the pan-
demics worst effects on the
global economy are likely over
but that some risks remain.
Congress, for example, is head-
ing toward another debt-ceil-
ing standoff and deadlocked
over infrastructure proposals.
Goldman executives are pay-
ing close attention to Washing-
on developments and infla-
tion, the Delta variant and the
“complicated™ U.S.-China rela-
tionship, Mr. Solomon said.
“Taken together, these

items hawve the potential to be
a headwind to growth,” Mr
Solomon said.,

That hasnt stopped the
deal-making party. Goldman®s
investment bankers brought in
$3.7 billion in fees, the second-
best quarter on record and S8%
higher than a yvear ago. They
earned $L65 billion just from
advising on mergers and acgui-
sitions, a guarterly record and
more than triple the vear-ago
results. Advisory fees also more
than tripled at Morgan Stanley
and Citigroup, and more than

Please turn topage Ad

# Heard on the Street: Goldmans
recipe for long-term gains_. B12
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Among the Taliban
A special dispatch
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Kishida breaks with Abenomics
in bid to close Japan’s wealth gap

e Vow for ‘new form of capitalism’ e Push to lift consumption e Gamble as election nears

KANA I8 AGAKI AND
LED LEWIS — TOKYD:
Japan's new prime minister has attacked
his own party's failure to
deliver broad-based growth, distancing
himself from the Abenomics pro
gramme that defined the sconomy for
abmiost a decade

In his first interview with interna-
tional media since taking office this
month, Fumio Kishida told the Finan-
cial Times that while regulatory reform
remained necessary, he would approach
it with a focus on narrowing the gap
between the rich and poor.

“Hbenomics chearly delivered results
in terms of gross domestic product, cor-
porate earnings and employment. But it
failed to reach the point of creating a
‘virtuwous cycle,” Kishida said, in his
Bluntest attack on a programme,
embraced by his two predecessors, that
propelled the Tokyo stock market to
double inwvalwe.

“I want to achieve a virtuous eco-
nomic cycle by raising th comes of
not just acertain segment, but a broader
range of people to trigger consumption.
I belbeve that's the key to how the new
form of capitalism is going to be difffer-
ent from the past,” e ad ded.

Ry implicitly criticising Shinzo Abe,
Japan’s longest-serving prime mindster
who resigned in September 2020, Kish-
ida is taking a calculated risk as he pre-
pares for anelectionen October 31.

Recent polls have given him an aver-
age approval of just over 50 per cent,
conskderably lower than most of his
predecessors when they came into office

Red tape and unions hold
back Tesla's German plant

Elan Musk Bullt 3 factory In China in
158 days but is strugglhing to replicate
‘that speed in Germary. Envireramesntal
profests, union concems and red taps
have dogged the Teska gigataciory’
projact in 3 forest outside Barlin that
was announced Two years agoa. It held
an opan day last week for lacals, with
street performers, balloon artists and
currywurst, Top of the bill was Musk
himself, whe flew in and declared it
wialdd start making cars by Decembar,
German battle » FAsE s

and a signal, sald palitical analysts, that
his honeymoon period for enacting

Goldman bonanza caps Wall Street’s
week of feasting on dealmaking boom

JOSHUA FRANKLIN — HEW ¥ORK

Goldman sachs s on track for record
full-year profits. capping a week of
banl carnings in which wall strect
veaped billlons of dollars from a deal-
making oo,
The US lender reported third-quarter
total et income of $5.4bn yesterday, up
from $3.4bn a year earlier and way
beyond forecasts for $3.7bn, according
to data compiled by Bloomberg, Imvest
ment banking revenue drove the
growth, coming in at $3.7bn.

Investment banks are raking in
record sums from fees thanks to a rush
of dealmaking that spans cerporate
mergers, private equity purchases and
initial publicofferings.

The Industry brought in more than
#110bmn in fees in the first nine months of
the year, according to Refinitiv, buoyed

Fumio Kishida: ‘Abenomics failed to reach the point of creating a virtuows cycle’ — wora Tameger

by big cross-border deals and the boom
in so-called blank-cheque compan bes.
Goldman's stellar numbers capped a
bunper eamings season for investment
banking revenueacross Wall Stresi.
Rival [PMorgan Chase's Investment
banking eamnings grew 52 per cent to
§3.3bn, while fees at Morgan Stanley
rose 67 per cent Lo $2.9km. Citigroup and
Bank of America also enjoyed strong
growth in theldr Investment banks.
Cnverall, Goldman has posted revenoe
of $46.7bn and net income of $17.70n for
the first nine months of 2021, higher
than any full-year period bn the bank's
history. Geldman shares, which have
risen more than 80 per cent in the past
year, were up around e per cent by
o b ew York trading hours.
The Investiment banking dynambes of
the quearter were partioulary well suited
to Goldman. Some 44.6 per cent of the

1 reformm may beshert.

The former foreign minister was cho-
sen toreplace Toshilide Suga as leader
of the ruling Liberal Demaocratic party
on the understanding that he would
affer “status quo™ stability.

Diespite attempts to guash that image,
he has already backtracked on one
major policy inktative, to raise capital
gains tax, after share prices fell sharply
amid fears the move would killa revival
of interest from retall iInvestors.

Kishida stressed his new economic
approach — involving tax incentives for
companies Lo raise wages and pay
Increases for nurses and care workers —
would attempt to reverse the fallures of
the “trickle-dewn”™ theories and
market-led reforms that have guided
Japanese policymaking from the mid-
20005,

“Bveryone just considers regulatory
reform in terms of market fundamen-
talism, competition and survival of the
fittest. That's the problem with our past
thinking on regulatory reform,” Kishida
sald. urging business and the public to
sharea more holistic vision of the econ-
oy, He also envisions deeper collabo-
ration between state and privale sectors
o secure strategic assets and technolo-
gies such as chips and rare carths that
wlllb{'pwulal for econmmic security.
is important to ensure a self-
sufficient economy when we are comshd-
ering futore growth,” Kish ks sakl. “We
need to make sure that Japan has
Tuirn b page 4
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BIG READ

Shortage nation
Tim Harford

LIFE & ARTS

What does success

fees were in advisory work on mergers
amd acquisitions, for which Goldman
has eamed more than any other bank so
Ear by 2021, accord img to Refinitivdats.

Analysts at Oppenbeimer described
the quarter for Gold man as el ng “guite
literally off the charts”, with earnings
pershare for the quarter higher thanthe
most optimistic forecast.

The looming question for Geldman ks
how sustairable blockbuster resulis like
this are for the bank. Oppenheimer's
Chards Kotowslkd sald “no one ls expecting
the environment to contimee",

David Solomon, Goldman's chief
executive, sounded a cantious note on
the bank’s outlenk, polnting to the tra-
jectory of inflation, the Delta vari
Covid-19, the debate around US eco-
nomic policy and “complicated” Us-
China relations as risks.
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Late Edition
Today, partly sunny, windy, much
cooler, yet seasonahble, high 62. To-
might, clear, chilly, low 50, Tomar-
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90 Seconds of Rage on the Capitol Steps

INSIDE, VIOLENCE EBBED. QUTSIDE, 7 MEN UNITED IN A MOMENT OF STUNNING BRUTALITY.

Inflamed by a political lie and swept up in a frenzy, rioters on Jan, 6 waged a bitter assault at the threshold of Congress.

FLOOD OF MONEY
IN FIGHT TO TAKE
CONGRESS'S REINS

CASH DOUBLES FROM "20

Democrats and G.O.P
Gained $450 Million
in 3rd Quarter

By SHANE GOLDMACHER

A dizzying amount of money is
already pouring into the battles
fior the House and the Senate more
than a year before the 2022 elec-
tions, as Republicans are bullish
on their chances to take over both
chambers in the first midterm
elections under President Biden,
given the narrow margins keep-
ing Democrals in power.

The two parties' main war
chests for the House total a com-
bined $128 million — more than
double the sum at this point in the
2020 eyvele and Far surpassing ev-
ery other previous one. Top House
members are now raising $1 mil-
lion or more per quarter. And
more than two dozen senators and
Senate candidates topped that
threshold,

Candidate after candidate, and
the parties themselves, are post-
ing record-breaking sums, even
as the shapes of most House dis-
tricts natiomwide remain in flux
because of delays in the once-a-
decade redrawing of boundaries,

In Georgia. Senator Raphasl
Warnock, a Democrat, raised
more than 100,000 per day inthe
last three months for a $9.5 million
haul. But his leading Republican
rival, Herschel Walker, the former
foothall player who was urged to
run by former President Donald 1.
Trumg, raised 3.7 million in a Lit-
tle more than amonth, setting up a
potentially bruising and expen-
sive contest in that key state.

Politicians in both parties are
furiously racing to expand their
online donor bases while simulta-
neously courting big checks from

SOSER RS HACIRE

By DAN BARRY, ALAN FEUER
and MATTHEW ROSENBERG

The American flag became a blunt instrument in
the bearded man's hands. Wielding the flagpole like an
ax, he swung once, twice, three times, to beat a police
officer being dragged down the steps of a United States
Capital under siege.

Orther officers also fell under mob attack, while the
rest fought to keep the hordes from storming the Capi-
tol and upending the routine transfer of power
Sprayed chemicals choked the air, projectiles flew
overhead and the unbridled roars formed a battle-cry
ciin — all as a woman lay dying beneath the jostling
scrum of the Jan. 6 riot.

Amid the hand-to-hand combat, seven men from
seven different states stood oul. Although strangers to

one another, they worked as if in concert while grap-
pling with the phalanx of police officers barring entry
to the Capitol.

The moment was a flicker in the chaotic panorama,
a 90-second flash of unhinged violence overshadowed
by the high drama inside, where rioters menaced in
packs, legislators hid in fear and a protester was shot
to death.

MNow, nine months removed from the mavhem, Re-
publicans bound to former President Donald I
Trump's unfounded assertion that the 2020 election
was stolen from him have all but wished the day away
blocking the creation of a bipartisan investigative
commission; blaming antifa, or Democrats, or the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation; and minimizing the over-
whelming video evidence.

Even so, a reckoning is underway, as prosecutors

and congressional investigators seek to understand
how a political rally devolved into an assault on the i
adel of American democracy and those who guard
They are drilling down on whether the riol was orga-
nized and what roles were played by far-right extre-
mist groups, various Trump supporters and Mr. Tromp
himself.

But it may also help to slow down the video evi-
dence, linger on thase 90 seconds on the Capitol steps
and trace back the roots of the violenee and its perpe-
trators. Doing so provides a close-up wview of how
seemingly average citizens — duped by a political lie,
goaded by their leaders and swept up in a frenzied
throng — can unite in breathtaking acts of brutality

MNearly a gquarter of the more than 600 people ar-
rested in connection with the riot have been charged

Continued on Poge 22

wealthy benefactors, At a Senate
Corntinwed on Page 29

POLICY SWAP To restore bite to
their climate plan, some Demo-
crals push a carbon ax. PAGE 27

For Instagram,
Dread at Loss
Of ‘Teen Time’

This article is by Sheera Frenkel,
Ryan Mae and Mike Tsaae

SAMN FRANCISCO — When In-
stagram reached one billion users

3 Strangers With One Mission:
Rescuing a Burned Afghan Girl

By HELENE COOFER

MNabila had been fasting in the
hope that God would get her fam-
ily through the gates of Hamid
Karzai International Airport. So
when a tear-gas canister throwmn
by American forces trying to dis-
perse the crowd hit her 8-year-old
daughter, Asma, she was too weak
to help.

Screaming in pain, with her face
mask on fire, the little girl fell to
the ground. As smoke spread,
Mabila fell too, and was separated
from her daughter in the mass of
panicked people.

And in that moment, everything
seemed lost for Asma, whose fa-
ther had been killed by the Taliban
for the crime of working for the
United States military. But soon
after the child was injurad, a re-
markable intervention inveolving
secret American military com-
mandos, a Central Intelligence

Agency base in Kabul and three
strangers in the United States be-
Zan w take shape.

In the years to come, there will
be stories about the people who
made it out of Afghanistan in the
frenetic days before the last U.S.
soldier boarded a C-17 plane at the
end of the two-decade war. There
will be stories about the all-girls
robotics team that was flown to
Qatar and the American-trained
Jdournalists who huddled outside
the Abbey Gate at the airport be-
fore Marines got them through.,

In the final two weeks, the
United States evacuated 124,000
people, most of them Afghans. As
they arrive at LS, military bases,
each brings a personal storv

Here is Asma’s.

Slight and with a head full of
long, black hair always pulled inw

Continwed on Page 14

Taking the Godfather Out of the chture in S icily

By JASON HOROWITZ

CATANLA, Italy — The mother
had prepared everything for the
baptism. She dressed rinfant
son Antonio in & handmade satin
suit with tails and a matching
cream-colored top hat glittering
with rhinestones. She hired the
photographers and bought the
baby a gold cross. She booked a
big buffet lunch for the whole clan
at the Copacabana.

But as the parish priest in the
Sicilian city of Catania went
through the usual liturgy, calling
on the family to renounce Satan
and ladling holy warer on the
squirming Baby's head, sne major
part of the ritual went missing.

There was no godfather.

Samuel Die Lucas baptism in Catania, Italy. Worries about secu-
larization, and mob ties, have led to a diocese ban an godparents.

in 2018, Mark Zuckerberg, Face-
book’s chief execu.tl\'e. call:d it
“an amazing success” The photo-
sharing app., which 'F‘acebonk
owns, was widely hailed as a hit
with young people and celebrated
as a growth engine for the social
network.

But even as Mr Zuckerberg
praised Instagram, the app was
privately lamenting the loss of
reenage users to other social me-
dia platforms as an “existential
threat” according to a 2018 mar-
keting presentation.

By last year, the issue had be-
come more urgent, according o
internal Instagram documents
obtained by The New York Times,
“If we lose the teen foothold in the
LS. we lose the pipeline” read a
strategy memo, from last October,
that laid out a marketing plan for
this year

In the Lace of that threat, Tnsta-
gram keft linle to chance, Starting

PEW TONE TIMES

“It’s not right,” said Agata Perd,
68, little Antonios great-grand.

of naming gedparents at baptisms

in 2018, it earmarked almost its

ilies looking to improve their for- | entire global annual markering

mother, “I definitely didn't make
this decision.”

The church did. That weekend
in October, the Roman Cathaolic di-
ocese of Catania enacted a three-
wear ban on the ancient tradition

and christenings. Church officials
argue that the once-essential fig-
ure in a child's Catholic education
has lost all spiritual significance.
Instead, they say, it has become a
networking opportunity for fam-

tunes, secure endowments of gold
necklaces and make advanta-
geous connections, sometimes
with local power brokers who
have dozens of godcehildren.
Continuwed on Page 8

budget — planned at S390 million
this wyear — to targeting teen-
agers, largely through digital ads,
according to planning documents
and people directly involved in the
Cortirtwed on Page 26

METROPOLITAN

‘I Wanted to Be a Good Cop’
Katrina Brownlee was abused and shot
by her boyfriend, a guard at Rikers
Island. Told she'd never walk again, she
went on to earn her own badge. PAGE 1

MATIONAL 16-29

The Nation’s Aging Pipes

The crises in Benton Harbor and Flint
expose broader failures as a congre
sional push o address the country’s
troubled water system stalls.  PAGE 16

Walking a Fine Line in Virginia
Republicans say what their nomines in
next month's election for governor will
not: It's abont Donald J. Trump. PAGE 19

SUNDAY BUSINESS
Big Plans to Save the Earth

Andrew Forrest wants to lead heavy
industry to a climate change revolution

INTERMNATIONAL 4.14 SUNDAY STYLES

ARTS & LEISURE

‘Insecure’ and Imperfection
The HBO show, which ends this season,
consistently depicted its characters as

Top Ally of Maduro Extradited
A financial fixer for President Nicolas
Maduro of Venczuela faces money

Sneaky Shoppers
Buyers are using sophisticated software
o snap up in-demand shoes, and online

laundering charges in the LS, PAGE 14 retailers are battling back. PAGE 10 authentically flawed, says its co-creator — and beat the fossil fuel industry
THE MAGAZINE v  say ! the, oAGE 1
. . . . . and star Issa Rae. PAGE 14 along WAy :
Syrian Official Is Assassinated The Passion of Questlove Stand Clear of This Stuff
The Syrian government accused Israel The drummer, D.J. and producer is SubwayCreatures, an Instagram ac- SUNDAY REVIEW
of killing a high-ranking official near the driven by an ohsession with spreading count, delights in the weird happenings
countries' shared horder FAGE 14 the joys of Black music. PAGE 30 in and on New York subways. FAGE | Roxane Gay FAGE 2 o 3547 5 3
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By RoONALD D). WHITE

Abrorizkl Geraldy Aulia, the son of a ship’s captain,
is part of the new generation that moves more than
B0% of the world's raw materials, parts and merchan-
dise on commercial cargo fleets. At 24, he has already
traveled farther by ship than most people everwill.

It’s heady stuff. Strange then. that he should feel so
abﬂolubelypowerless.

aritime union protections say Aulia should sailno
mone than 11 months a year on a contract with an em-
ployer-pald fMiight home at the end, but the Indonesian
native has worked 15 straight months without a break.
In June 2020, he boarded a cargo ship months before
any country started vaccinating against. the COVID-1H
pandermic

Aulia is a valuable piece of the engine that powers
world commerce, but he is never allowead to leave his
ship. Like hundreds of other sailors marconed in the
massive floating traffic [See Seafarers, AR]

Arimx J. SCHAREN Los Angeles Tiemes
BENNY FERIA calls his wife in the Philippines after being on a ship for more than eight months.

STRANDED AT SEA
WITH THE CARGO

Unvaccinated crews growing desperate to get off ships

Romann D, Werrs Los Angsles

ABRORIZKI Geraldy Aulia boarded a cargo ship
in June 2020, months before vaccinations started.

mes

latimes.com

Threat of ship
anchors to oil
pipeline was
miscalculated

Regulators in 1970s
estimated risks were
minor, missing chance
1o enact safeguards,
EXPerts NOw say.

By AnpaM ELMAHRERE,
ANITA CHABRIA
AND LAavRA J. NELSON

Regulators scrutinizing
plans for an oil pipeline ofl
the Orange County coast in
the 1970s examined the po-
tential damage in the event
of a ship anchor strike but
downplayed the risks, con-
cluding that a resulting spill
would be minor, according to
documents reviewed by The
Times.

Regulators predicted in
1978 that a leak would result
in a spill of only 50 barrels of
oil. records show, That's less
than a tenth of the minimum
amount of oil that leaked off
the Orange County coast
thizs month in an accident
investigators believe was
caused when a cargo ship
walting to enter the port
dropped its anchor and hit
the pipeline.

Experts in oil pipeline
construction now say the
regulators badly underesti-
mated the potential disaster
from an anchor strike and
missed an opportunity that
might hawve prompted addi-
tional safeguards and pre-
wvented the major oil spill
that fouled a long stretech of
Orange County beaches.

“Their presentations
were fatally flawed.... In no
scenario could you come up
with 50 barrels,” said Rich-
ard Huprewicez, the presi-
dent of Accufacts Inc., who
specializes in gas and liguid
pipeline investigations. “If
therewas more frank discus-
sion of what could possibly
occur, it probably would
have initiated discussions
on what actions to take, be-
cause the risks were severely
understated.”

OfTicials investigating
the spill say an anchor prob-
ably snagged the pipeline at
a point shortly after it starts
its run on top of the seabed,
weakening its structure and
eventually causing a gash
that spilled at least 588
barrels of oll. Investigators
are homing in on ships that
anchored in the area in

[See Ol spill, A10]

Hollywood crews
union reaches
deal, averts strike

THE GREAT CALIFORNIA MIGRATION

"Trading big city for high desert

CGraza FERATED Los angeles Times
EVANICE HOLZ, 33, left her Silver Lake studio for a remote casiva in
the summer of 2020, She relishes the isolation of desert living.

YUCCAVALLEY, Calif.
strode across the sprawling backyard of
his Yucea Valley home and surveyed the
roclky hillside a few steps away from the
pool and basketball court that sit atop
his 2-acre property.

When he frst moved Lo the desert
from Los Angeles last fall,
landscape granted him a sense of seren-
ity as the crowded city he left behind
grappled with a pandemic.

Graul, who runs his own skin care

company, knew it was time to move

Pandemic-weary LA, residents
searching for more space and
clean air also find drawbacks.

By SaraH PARVINI

[Ses Migration, A12]

— Tyler Gaul

this jagged

DEADLINE: Shot clock is ticking for unvaccinaved L.A. city workers, Steve Lopezs writes., CALIFORNLA, B1

IATSE's agreement
with studios on a new
contract ends standoff
over wage increases,
long hours and more.

By ANousHA SAROUI
AND MeEG JAaMES

The union representing
Haollywood crews has
reached an agreement on a
new contract with the major
studios, avoiding a historic
strike next week that would
have disrupted filmn and TV
production nationwide.

The International Alli-
ance of Theatrical Stage
Employvees and the Alllance
of Motion Picture and Tele-
wision Producers said they
have concluded an agree-
ment on a new three-year
contract covering  some
40,000 film and TV industry
workers represented by 13
Hollywood union locals.

The alllance represents
the major Hollywood stu-

diossuch as Walt Disney and
Warner Bros. along with
newcomers Apple, Amazon
and Netfix

“This is a Hollywood end-

ing,” IATSE Internationzal
Fresident Matthew Loeb
said in a statement. “Our
members stood firm.

They're tough and united.
We went toe to toe with some
ofthe richest and most pow-
erful  entertalnment and
tech companies in the world,
and we have now reached an
agreement with the AMPTP
that meets our members’
needs.”

The agreement ends a
standoff that would have led
to the first nationwide strike
in the union’s 128-year his-
tory and the first major
strike by crews since World
War IT. IATSE had planned
to begin a strike Monday if
no deal was reached.

IATSE said the tentative
contract, which is subject to
approval by members, im-
proves wages and working
conditions for streaming
productions, provides a ret-

[See IATSE, Al0]

Farmers paid for fallow fields

As Colorado River levels drop amid severe drought,
agencies look to expand water-saving programs

of Robinson's land. In ex-

By Law Famumn change, he's receiving $H08

BLYTHE, Calif. — Green
fields of alfalfa and cotton
rolled past as Brad Rob-
inson drowve through the
desert valley where his fam-
ily has farmed with water
from the Colorado River for
three generations. Stopping
the truck, he stepped onto
a dry., brown field where
shriveled remnants ol alfalfa
erunched under his boots.

The water has been tem-

porarily shut offon a portion

this year for each acre of
farmland left dry and un-
planted. The water is in-
stead staying in Lake Mead,
near Las Vegas, to help slow
the unrelenting decline of
the largest reservolr in the

country.
Robinson and other
growers in the Palo Verde

Irrigation District are taking
part in a new $38-million
program funded by the fed-
eral Bureau of Reclamation,
the Metropolitan Water Dis-

trict of Southern California
and other water agencies in
Arizona and Nevada, The
farmers are paid to leave a
portion of their lands dry
and fallow; the water saved
over the next three years is
expected to translate into 3
feet of additional water in
Lake Mead, which has de-
clined to its lowest levels
since itwas filled in the 19308,
after the construction of the

Hoover Dam.
“Honestly, I think T could
make more money farming.
[See Farmers, A14]

Robert Durst
has COVID

Convicted murderar, 78,
sentanced last weelk to
life without parole, is on
a ventilator, his lawyer
says. CALIFORNIA, B

Experts fear
severe flu season
As COVID-19 rules are
easaed, public health
officials recommend
that everyone get their
shots. CALIFORNIA, Bl

Weather
Sunny and coolar.
L.A. Basin: 75/54. B40

WALLY SKALIT Los Angeles Timns

DODGERS LOSE GAME 1

Chris Taylor sits on the dirt after being
out in a rundown in Atlanta’s 3-2 win. sPoORTS. D1

BUSINESS INSIDE:

L.A. toy store saw the supply chain mess coming and got to work. A17
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Sectarian
standoff is
latest blow
to Lebanon

Confron s threaten
to impede solutions
to country’s other crises

BY Saran Dapou
AND L1z SLY

BEIRUT — The recent appoint-
ment of a new prime minister in
Lebanon after more than a year of
u-nllhc"llhlr‘l.ormghmnght:ll'la.a.ﬂ
a small glioumer of hope to ac
try om its knees: a massive finan-
cial collapse, a huge chemical ex-
plosion, achronic shortage of elec-
tricity and the absence of a govern-
ment empowered to take action.

hen ca armed confronta-
tions in the past week pitting sup-
porters of the Shiite-led Hezbollah
against the Christian Lebanese
Forces. Any hope of a turnaround
evaporated as Lebanon appeared
to descend into a new and poten-
tially deeper crisis.

No one expocts an outright civil
war of the kind that ravaged Leba-
non from 1975 to 1990, Iran-
backed Hezbollah is the country’s
muost powerful political and mili-
tary force, the only f n with a
well-armed militia and vast stocks
of weapons that make it CHDE
capable than the Lebanese army.

But the flare-up has ignited
fears that simmering civil and see-
tarian strife indefinitely defer
solutions to the multiple other
problems Lebanon is facing —
firomm & lack of fuel for the country’s
power stations to the slide in the
hat has gut-
ted the finances of its onee rela
tively prosperous citizens.

The streets are now calm, but
tensions persist. The sendor Hez-
‘bollah leader wha led funerals for
two Hexbollah members — among
LEBANON ON A23

WBCHAEL 5. W1 LIS THE WASH MGTEN POST

Matthew Payne supervises colleagnes at Stillwater Medical Center In Oklahoma as they Intubate a covid patlant.

48 hours o live, nowhere Lo go

STILLWATER, OKLA. — The covid patient
in Room 107 was bleeding internally and
near death.

So Robin Pre v transfer ecordinator
at Stillwatrer Medical Center, was working
fast to try to find an ICU bed at a larger
hospital for Johnnie Novotny, a 69-year-old
retired gas plant operator who had dewvel-
oped a hematoma and needed more spe-
cialized care than doctors at this modest
rural hospital could provide.

Pressley knew that other hospitals in the
region were already choked with covid
patients because of a summer surge driven
by the highly infections delta variant and

One Uklahoma
covid patient’s
best shot was
abedina
larger hospital.
Then a nurse
ed dialing.

BY ANNIE GOWEN

the state’s large numbers of unvaccinated
residents, like Novotny. But she also knew
that Novotny's life depended on her suc-

cess,

Afrer 34 years in nursing, Pressley had

12:26 pom.:

fired up

developed ways vo deal with the stress of
her jobh. 80, on this August day, she loaded
her diffuser with calming lemongrass oil
and pulled out a piece of putty she uses asa
makeshift stress hall and began squeezing.
Then she
sereens, picked up one of her three phones,
and started dialing.

Hillcrest Medical

SE

her two computer

snter in
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Eerie lic

Chinese squid boats
illuminate the sky with
‘unnatural” green glow

BY ALiCia CHEN
AND LiLy Kuo

MATSU, TATWAN — As dusk falls,
green lights appear one by one
along the horizon off Matsu, a
chain of Taiwanese islands near
China's coast. Soon, an cerie,
fluorescent glow fills the night
sky. The lights, used by Chinese
fishermen to attract squid, leawve
residents of Matsu fecling un-
easy and surrounded.

“Its so unnatoral. Its llke
being in a science-fiction fil
sald Huang Kai-Vang, who works
in youth development and eco-
tourism in Matsu.

Chinese flshermen nse green LED l1ghts to lure squild near Matsu,
i chaln of Talwanese Lslands off the coast of China.

his of nearby (leel
pul Taiwan islanders on edge

Om Facehook, residents shared
photos and theories. “Suddenly
many squid boats appeared. [ felt
like: the whaole d was ander
siege.” said Chang Liang-Wei, 58,
a fisherman from Matsu's Beigan
island.

Almost every night for the past
four months, dozens, often hun-
dreds, of Chinese squid boats
have plied the sea off Matsu near
the invisible boondary known as
the median line, an «
buffer between Taiwan and Ch
na. Mounted with green LED
lights that envelop the islands,
the flotilla represents the latest
Chinese encroachment on Tai-
wan, which Beijing claims as its
own and has threatened to seize
by force. Officials and residents
5 the lights threaten tourism
and marine e, and are a re-
minder of their helplessness in
the face of Chinese actions,

SEE TATWAN ON A16

Fonnd,

Power g
BY WILL ENGLUND

COPENHAGEN, N.¥. — On a good day, a fair wind
blows off Lake Ontario, the long-di nce trans-
mission lines of New York state are not clogged
up, and yet another heat wave hasn't pushed the
urban utilities to their limits. On such a day,
powwer from the two big wind turbines in Vaughn
Moser's hayfield in this little village join the great
flow of electricity from upstate as it courses
through the bottlencek west of Albany and then

heads south, where some portion of it feeds what

ALICIA CHEM,THE WASHIRGTON FOST

fid isn't ready for America’s pu

THE ROAD TO ELECTRIC VEHICLES

WATE LOWENING FOW 1K TN PO

Vaughn Moser leases land for wind turbines on his Copenhagen, N.Y., farm. By 2030, a study
he conntry will need to Invest $125 billlon In the grid for it to handle electric vehileles.

Losl in lransmission

1 to plug in with renewables

is currently the country’s langest electric vehicle

charging statig

on the edge of Brooklyn's

Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood.

There, at an installation opened earlier this
year by a car-sharing company called Revel. on
the site of the old Piizer pharmaceutical head-

wrters, this carbon-free power can help juice

It
the internal combustion engine behind.
But that's on a good day. Even now
state and the country’s grand ambitions for
BEE GRID ON AZ%
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Biden
energy
plan on
ropes

MANCHIN PUSHBACK
A MAJOR OBSTACLE

White House rushes
to save climate agenda

BY Tu\l\' RoMM,
¥ STEIN
AN T\’l.l—,n PAGER

The White House s seram-
bling to salvage a critical propos-
al to reduce carbon emissions
and deliver on President Biden's
bitious  climate agenda, as

pushhack from Sen. Joe Manchin
IlI (D-WNa) creates new head-
aches for the administration en-
tering key international negotia-
tions next month,

The fight revolves around the
Clean Energy Performance Pro-
gram, which Demoerats have
proposed as a way to rewand
utilities that increase their clean
cncrg_'- suppl} by 4 percent each

aliring those that
have incleded
tlive as part of a mul-
titrillion-dollar  tax-and-spend-
ing package that aims to advance
Biden's broader economic vision.

But the emissions-reduction
program has drawn fierce public
and private opposition from
Manchin, whose home state of
West Virginia depends heavily on
coal. The standoff has jeopar-
dized Biden's pledge to halve
emissions by 2030, inspiring a
new flurry of last-minute policy
proposals just two weeks before
the president and other workd
leaders are set to convene the

SEE CLIMATE OM AS

The Sunday Take: Daeclining fith in
government knots Biden's plans. A2

Pandemic's
lasting and
uncerlain Loll
on economy

Supply chain h:lrklngs.
labor shortages, price
hikes not so ‘temporary”

BY ALyssa FOWERS,
RACHEL SIEGEL
AND ANDREW VAN Dam

Twenty-one months after the
country’s first confirmed case of
the coronavirs, the LS. economy
remains rocked by conflicting
forces, with businesses and
households struggling o adjust
to what many hoped would be a
temporary disruption.

Uncertai obscures the path
forward. Backlogged supply
chains have left ships — 1 the
imports they carry — stuck o
side key LS. ports. Inflation has
driven up the cost of everyday
items, and prices are easing.

sstuurant reservations have see-
bobbing up
ans consider
whether they feel safe amid the
ongoing pandemic.

Meamwhile, the labor market
haswhipsawed millions of Ameri-
eans through layoffs and then

SEE ECONOMY ON Aas

By the numbers: A breakdown of
Uhe econonmy, in live charts. ALS
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