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What’s

News

Business 2 Finance
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acebook has slowed the

rollout of new products
in recent days, people fa-
miliar with the matter said,
amid media reports and
congressional hearings re-
lated to a trove of internal
documents showing harms
from its platforms. Al

- Apartent

and an unexpected default
stoked fresh investor con-
cerns about China's property
developers, causing a steep
selloff in U.S.-dollar bonds
from many of the sector's
debt-laden companies. Al

+ GM told investors it aims
to more than double revenue
by 2030 with an influx of new
battery-electric models

and auto-related services. BL

+ IAC reached a roughly
Sz?hll.hnn deal to buy mag-
azine publisher Meredith, in
abet on online publishing. Bl

+ U.5. stocks rose, eras-
ing early losses, with the
S&P 500, Dow and Nasdaq
gaining 0.4%, 0.3% and
0.5%, respectively. B1

0 Twitch, the online vid-
streaming pla.tform
m'\rned by Amazon, said it
suffered a data breach, with
information leaked on the
online chat forum 4chan. Bl

# Putin said Moscow was
ready to work on stabilizing
the energy market, causing
a sudden reversal in natural-
gas prices, which had earlier
soared to record levels. B11

+ Boeing's Starliner won't
get to attempt launch again
this year, NASA officials said,
and two astronauts who

were meant to fly on it were
reassigned to a future mis-
sion using a SpaceX ship. B3

World- Wide

N —

* Senate Democrats were
poised to accept a GOP
proposal to defer the show-
down over the nation's
borrowing limit until later
this year, lawmakers said,
as administration officials
and corporate executives
issued dire warnings about
the dangers of a possible
government default. A1

+ A federal judge blocked
enforcement of a Texas
ban on abortions after six
weeks of pregnancy, a legal
blow against a novel law
that has severely limited
the procedure statewide. A3

#+ The WHO recommended
the widespread deployment
of the world’s first malaria
vaccine, made by Glaxo-
Smithkline, to young chil-
dren in sub-Saharan Africa
and other at-risk regions. A6

# Iran’s rapidly develop-
ing ability to build and de-
ploy armed drones is
dwnp;l:ls the security e
tion in the Middle East,
defense officials say. A9

4 The Supreme Court
heard the government's
plea to block CIA contrac-
tors from testifying regard-
ing the brutal interrogation
program they owersaw at a
“black site” in Poland. A4

# Biden's nominee to lead

the Justice t's

antitrust division, .Tonarhan
through hi

Kanter, sailed

Senate confirmation h.ea.rmg
with bipartisan support. A4
+ LK. leader Johnson said
he would press ahead with
his government's pledge to
end the influx of low-paid

migrant workers despite the
country’s labor shortages. AR
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Prospect of Passports Draws Crowds in Afg hamstan

n. Separately, a previously unreported Central Intelli-

qcl.AMoR Afghans ¢ather outside the passport ofﬂn:e in Kabul on wennesllay in the wahe of an annmement by Tall:an
officials that the country would start issuing the travel documents
gence Agency back door to the Kabul airport became a conduit for efforts to help vulnerable Afghans escape in August. AS

Facebook Slows New Products
Amid ‘Reputational Reviews’

By Ennuy GLAZER
AND DEEPA SEETHARAMAN

Facebook Inc. has slowed
the rollout of new produc
recent days, people familiar
with the matter said, amid
media reports and congressio-
nal hearings related to a trowve
of internal documents showing
harms from its platforms.

Executives at the social-me-
dia company also have put a
hold on some work on new

and existing products while
more than a dozen people are
involved in conducting “repu-
tational reviews™ to examine
how Facebook might be eriti-
cized and to ensure products
don't adversely affect children,
the people said.

In a Facebook post on Tues-
day, Chief Executive Mark Zuck-
erberg wrote that he has asked
leaders to do deep dives on
work across the company over
the next few days and commit-

ped to continuing research into
the company’s products.

“I've spent a lot of time re-
flecting on the kinds of experi-
ences I want my kids and oth-
ers to hawve online, and ir's
wery important to me that ev-
erything we build is safe and
good for kids,” he wrote.

This follows Facebook’s an-
nouncement last week that i
would pause plans for its In-
stagram Kids product after
lawmakers and others voiced

concerns about the photo-
sharing platform’s effects on
wvoung people’s mental health.
Facebook has announced fea-
tures for existing services,
such as Facebook Gaming, in
recent days.

Facebook is respondin;
questions from the pul
lawmakers from both parties,

Please turn topage A3

#+ Young women’s tips on how
to handle Instagramy...—..... ALZ

Interim
Deal Near
On Debt
Ceiling
Democrats are close to
accepting GOP offer to

defer barrowing-limit
fight until December

WASHINGTON—Senate
Democrats were poised to ac-
cept a GOP proposal to defer
the showdown owver the na-
tion's borrowing limit wantil
later this year. lawmakers said,
as administration officials and

By Siobhan Hughes,
Andrew Duehren
and Lindsay Wise

corporate  executives
dire warnings about the
gers of a possible gowvernment
default.

The proposal would extend
the debt ceiling into December,
provided that Democrats affix
a dollar amount to the debt
level. A deal was thought to
possibly pave the way for a
procedural vote in the Senate
soon, to be followed by final
passage sometime later this
week. The House would still
have to pass the legislation,
which is expected to be signed
into law by President Biden.

Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen has warned that her de-
partment is likely to exhaust
its cash-conservation measures
by Oct. 18 if Congress doesn’t
raise the ceiling, saying
Wednesday at a White House
meeting that the ULS. is “star-
ing into a catastrophe.”

The debt ceiling doesn™t au-
thorize new spending but al-
lows the Treasury to raise
maoney to pay for expenses the

Piease turntopage A4

China
Property
Bonds
Sink

By FraNcEs YOON
Anp QuenTi WERS

Shrinking apartment sales
and an unexpected default
have stoked fresh investor
concerns about China’s prop-
erty developers, causing a
steep selloff in dollar bonds
from many of the sector’s
debt-laden companies.

On Wednesday, traders said
dozens of dollar bonds sold by
Chinese real-estate companies
declined in price, pushing
vields on those bonds higher.
The sell-down extended sharp
declines logged the previous
day, reflecting increasing in-
vestor pessimism after huxury
developer Fantasia Holdings
Group Co. failed to repay $S206
million in dollar bonds that
matured on Monday.

Some developers® sales fig-
ures for September have also
showed a significant drop in
home-buyer demand, after
property giant China Ever-
grande Group ran short of cash
and was forced to halt con-
struction at some of its unfin-
ished residential projects.

The weak numbers in part
reflect China's broader efforts
to tame the housing market.
while Evergrande’s problems
might have also made Chinese
citizens less willing to put
down money for new homes
built by other private develop-
ers, analysts said.

Debt issued by companies
such as Kaisa Group Holdings
Ltd., Bedsun Properties Group
Ltd. and Yuzhou Group Hold-
ings Co. fell in price. An 11.25%
bond from Kaisa due in April
2022 dropped to less than 73
cents on the dollar by late
Wednesday in Hong Kong,
down from more than 86 cents
at the start of Tuesdaw, ac-
cording to Tradeweb.

An ICE BofA index of high-

Please furn fo page A2

# Heard on the Street A woeful
property Fantasia..... ... B12

WHO Backs
Malaria Shot

GlaxoSmithKline vaccine, the
world's first against the deadly
illness, gets a green light. AG

Estimated global
malaria deaths
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A Pro-Trump Candidate Field
In Ohio Promises Test for GOP

Five of party’s Senate hopefuls all vie to carry his moverment forward

By NMicaae. C. BENDER

wvoters—as well as to Mr. Trump himself. All

WELLINGTON, Ohio—For three decades,
Rob Portman checked all the boxes of a clas-
sic pro-business Ohio Republican: Senior po-
sitions in both Bush White Houses. Twelwe
years in the House, A short stint as a lobby-
Senate.

Until recently, Portman-style candidates
typified the party in the state, fending off
opposition from socially conservative or tea
party activists. No more. With Mr. Portman
retiring, the fight to succeed him revolves
around one guestion only: Which flavor of

ist. & dozen years in tl

Trump is best?

Five of the six contenders in next Mayv's
GOF primary offer slightly different varia-

hawve made pilgrimages to his South Florida
estate seeking an endorsement.

The lineup shows how former President
Donald Trump has only enhanced his influ-
ence among Republicans in the eight months
since he grudgingly left office. a few days

are Mr. Portman said he wouldn't seek re-

election.

The Ohio contest is one of a handful likely
to determine control of the Senate, and what
happens there could be a leading indicator
of the viability of Trumpism without Mr.
Trump on the ballot. The outcorme will pro-

vide essential data points on Mr. Trump's

tions on the former president’s persona to

own decision about whether to run for presi-
dent again in 2024 and what it will mean if

Piease turn to page A0

Coal Shortages Weigh on Global Economies

HONG  KOMNG— Daa] supply
sk are prices. for
the fuel to records and laying
bare the challenges to weaning
the global eeonomy from ane of
its most important—and pollet-
ing—energy sources.

The crunch has many
causes—from the post-pan-
demic boom to supply-chain
strains and ambitious targets
for reducing carbon emissions.

By Chuin-Wei Yap,
Kefal Vyas
and Chieko Tsuneoka

And it is expected to last at
least (hruugh the winter, rais-
ing fears in many countries of
fuel shortfalls.

Australia’s Newcastle ther-
mal coal. a global ben k.
is trading ar $202 a metric

ton, three times the price at
the end of 2019, Global pro-
duction of coal, which gener-
ates around 0% of the world’s
electricity, is about 5% below
pre-pandemic levels.

In Europe, the rising prices
for coal and other energy re-
sources have hit factory out-
put and driven household en-
ergy bills higher. Major coal
importers in Asia, including

Japan and South Korea, are

jostling to secure supplies.
In China, dwindling sup-
plies and surging costs have
resulted in electricity short-
falls on a scale unseen in more
than a decade, hitting industry
and prompting some cities to
Please furn fo page AG

# Matural-gas prices take a wild
[ J— B11

Phone Number in “Squid Game’
Leads to Prank-Call Apocalypse

Netllix's dystopian hit i

s real-life nightmare

for those with same or similar digits

By Dasi Yoon
Anp Timoray W, ManTin

SEQUL—In an early scene of
Netflix Inc's megahit “Squid
Game,” a charming stranger
hands a business card to the
show's debt-strapped protago-
nist, The card contains an eight-
digit phone number. Those who
call get unknowingly invited to a
life-or-death competition where

the winner reaps a massive fi-
nancial prize.

“Who are you?™ asks Seong
Gi-hun, the main character.

It's a question—and an of-
fer—that has enticed “Squid
Game™ fans world-wide. In real
life, they are dialing the number
in droves, from South Korea to
South America, seeking a con-
nection to a dystopian drama

Please turn to page AT
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THE MIDDLE SEAT
Airlines change their
ticket terms all the
time, with fliers often
hardly noticing. AN
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BUSINESS & FINANCE

Deal makers target the

wine industry, betting
on rising prices far
winery acreage. B1
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Beyond gas guzzlers

Will Americans ever take the wheel
of electric trucks? — FT SERIES. PAGE 15

Spying on a princess
Court finds that Dubai’s ruler abused
spyware in battle with ex-wife — pace 3

US4 S1.50 Canada CS3.00

Traders anonymous

The line between gambling and
investing is fading — aMaLYSIS, PAGE 10

Finger pointing
Johnson sticks
to migrant line

Borls Johnson gesticulates as he delivers
his keynote speech at the Conservative
party’s annual conferer n Manches-
ter, England, yesterday.

The Eritish prime minister admitted
that restructuring the UK's econonry,
which issuffering from labour shortages
that have contributed to gaps in super
market shelves and emply petrol sta-
tions, would be difficult, Bat he insisted
that going back to “uncontrolled mm)-
Eration” was not an opticmn.

Business groups have expressed anger
this week over government acousations
that companies relled on cheap foredgn
Labour before the UK left the ELL
Anglo/French wave s page 2
FT View page 15
Raobart sheimshey page 17

Gas markets whipsaw after Putin
offers to stabilise energy prices

e Hint of more Gazprom supplies @ Fears over manipulation e US wary of Kremlir

DAVID SHEPPARD

AMD MEIL HUME — LONDOH
MAX SEDDON — MOSCOW
DEREK BROWER — NEW YORK

Gas markets swung sharply yesterday
after Viadimir Putin sald that Russia
was prepared to stabilise the soaring
global energy prices that are threaten-
ing to curb industrial activity and
sharply raise inflation.

VK and European natural gas prices
shot higher early in the day to trade at
close to 10 times their level from the
start of the year But prices abrupthy
reversed course hours Fater when Putin
hinted that Gazprom, Rossia's state-
backed monopoly pipeline exporter,
may increase supplies to help Europe
wid a full-blown ene gy crisis.

“Let's think through possibly ncreas-

Amazon wins blg breaks as
US states grasp for growth

The online shopeing greup has won a
necond $A50m in US tax breaks this
year a5 bocal officials 1ry 1o lure It 10
expand delivery networks. in their
areas. The sweetaners paid fo Amazon
have been a mixture of grants, fax
axem ptions and other Incentives, snd
come as authorities grapole with
rebudiding economies and job market s
Amazom's profits have soared In the
pandemic becawse of its role in
distributing goods.

Record tax breaks » pacra

ing supply in the market, only we need
o do it care: lu]ly Settle with Gazprom
and talk it over.” Putin said. *This specu
Lathve crage d oesnt do us any good ™

Gas traders say one of the drivers of
the prices rally [s that Russia ks limiting
its Enropean supplies to the levels in
bongg-term contracts. But Putin said that
Gazprom was already exceeding its con
tractual obligatons by “more than 8 per
cent”, The Bussian president’s remarks
appeared aimed at staving off criticism
that Russia is hobding back supplies as it
awalts approval for the w Mord
Stream 2 pipeline, which bypasses
Ukraine to send gas to Germany. That
project edged closer to going live yester-
day after a tudicial opinion inthe E17,

Jennifer Granholm, the U5 sec Ty
of energy, told the Financial Times that

Cash-rich private equity pays record
premiums to snap up public companies

KAYE WISGINS — LONDON

Private equity firms are offering the
higlsest preminms for Usted companles
in more than two decades, paying
almost 70 per cent above the prior
share price in some cases, in a sign of
the widening gap between cash-rich
buyout groups and public market
investors,

Buyout groups paid an average pre-
mfum of 45 percent for European com-
panies in 2021, the highest since the
data compamy Refinitivs records began
i 1980, Inithe US, premiums hit 42 per
cent this year, the highest since 1999,
while in the UK they reached an average
premiumof £7 per cent this ye

Recent large bids have faroutstripped
even those levels, with Us private equity
firm Claytan, Dubilier & Rics offeringa
61 per cent premiom for UK supermar-

the 18 was “carefully”™ watching Fussia's
role in the European gas crisis and uy
ing to find ways to help, including
assessing whether Gazproen was manip-
ulating the market. *you don’t want to
see energy made Into a weapon,” Gra-
nholmsaid.

Ukraine and other eastern Eurcpean
countries have accused Russia of trying
o “weaponise” gas supplies. Poland s
climate minister Adam Guibourgé-
cretwertyliski called on Brussels to
investigate what he said wer
signs of market manipulation
Gagprom. “We have sertive in
the face of Russiancoerclon,” he sadd.

Eremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
sald there was “absolately no Bussian
role in what ks happening on the gas

". Angela Merkel appeared to

ket chain Wm Morrison and Sweden's
EQT bidding a &9 per cent premium for
German pet supplies company Zooplus.
“Right now we're in a petlod where
there's tremendous competition in the
[private equity] Industry,” saild Bremnda
Rainey, managing director of Bain & Co's
private equity practice. "There's over
$1tn of dry powder in buyouts alone
that'’s looking to do deals. Wi will also-
lutely see prices go up when competi-
ton bs that stiff™
By contrast, fund managers imesting
in stocks sometimes have lmited fire-
power Lo buy more shares even in coim-
panies they think are undervalued, par-
ticularly in the UK and Eurcpe, said
James H(\uderson a portfolio mansger
at Janus Henderson.
“Across Europe there's a lack of flows
ints equity markets,” e sabd. “1sa frus-
tratlom that these are still good pur-

“notthec

role

lend support to Russla, saying it was
~ that there were onders for
gas that Russia had not supplied.
“Busska can oaly dellver gas on the
basis of contractual obligations,” the

viadimir Putin
sabd: “This

speculative
craze doesn't do
us any good”

German chancellor sald. “That's wihy we
should ask the questions was enough gas
ordered, or is the high at the
moment maybe the reason for not
oird ering so much?’

Meanwhile, EU leaders used a gather-
g of member states in Slovenka to urge
Brussels to find measures to mitigate
the impact of the price surge, officials
imvolved in the talks wid the Financial
Times, adding that the number of res-

tive membrer states was growing,

“The commission has to act immedi-

" ome senior EX poli

arysaidl.

A.MJ[FWMJ reporting by Mehreen Khan

chases on the whaole for private equity.
They're buying good businesses [and
are ] inastrong position because theyve
gotso much money”

Buayout groups have taken advantage
of depressed share prices in the wake of
the pandemic and., in the UK, of the hit
from Brexdt. While the premiums look
high compared with past trading prices,
they are in seme cases lower when com-
paresd with pre-pandemic bevels.,

“Why are stocks so poorly valued?™
sabd a senior figure at a buyout firm.
“Theres a theory that “these [private
equity] guys are crazy to pay so much’,
but the reality may be that the share
price was oo low”

However, soine warn that the prices
show signs of a bubble. Cme lawyer whao
has advised private equity groups said
conditions i the Industry were rerminis-
centof the pre-financial crisis era.
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* JAB seekis $5bn hund for petcare push
TAE, the investment group that runs the fortune of
Germany's billionaire Reimann family and which is
behind Pret A Manger and Krispy Krerne, isseeking
to radse a $5bn fund to tap the petcare sector.— Pases

= Three-way tallis to begin in Germany
Germany’s Greens and Hberalswill hold talks with
the & Demncrats overa coalition, which could
end the centre- right’s 16-year rabe and mean that
OlafScholz will become chancellor — pace 2

WHIO approves malaria vaccine for Africa
The WHO bas recommended
thata GSK malariajab should
be widely used inchildren in
sub-saharan Africa — a crucal
development inthe battle
against thedisease,— pace &

= Nato expels eight Russians for spying
Nato has expelled eight "undeclared intelligence
afficers” from is Russian delegation, and halved the
‘total size of Moscow's representation, in a mowve that
will further darmage Kremlin relations — pacs 1

= Start-up Rigetti plans to list in Spac deal
Rigetti, one of the first start-ups to take on Big Tech
in the new field of quantum computing, plans to go
publicviaa link with a special purpose acquisition
company that values itat about $1.5bn.— paces

= Taiwan warns on China invasion threat
speakingafter nearty 150 Chinese warplanes flew
near Talwan, the island’s defence minister sald
Beijing would be fully able to invacde by 2025, the first
clear warning that 1t Exces thethreat of war.— pace &

= German boiirse to join digitisation push
Deutsche Birse announced a digitised registry that
oould cover 80 per centofthe country’s securithes
from 2022, as banks and settlement houses update
Inefficient paper-based practhoes.— Pase 10

Pumps run dry
Change In petrol S1ation Wsits ve
same day in Sep 13-19, GB 0D

Miotarists scross
the UK facked
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“All the News
That's Fit to Print™

Che New Hlork Eimes

Today, periodic clouds and sunshine,
warmer, high 74. Tonight, partly
cloudy, mild, light breeze, low 63, To-
morrew, partly sunny, warem, high
76, Weather map is on Page BIZ.
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20 Years of War Through One Lens
The Salang Pass in Afghanistan in late 2001, More photographs taken in the past two decades by Tyler Hicks of The Times, Page AG,

First Malaria Vaccine May Save
Thousands of Children FEach Year

By APCORVA MANDAVILLI
The world has gained a new

weapon in the war on malaria,
oldest known and

among  the
deadliest of
the first wva
prevent the
mate, it wi
sands of children each year.

Malaria kills abouwt half a million
people each wear, nearly all of
them in sub-Saharan Africa — in-
cluding 260,000 children under 5.
The new vaccine, made by Glaxo-
SmithKline, rouses a child’s im-
mune system to thwart Plasmod-
ium falciparum, the deadliest of
five malaria pathogens and the
most prevalent in Africa.

The World Health Organization
on Wednesday endorsed the vac-
cine, the first step in a process that
should lead to wide distributio
poor countries. To have a malaria
vaccine that is safe, moderately
effective and ready for distriba-
tion is “a historic event,” said Dir.
Pedro Alonso, director of the
W.H.Os global malaria program.

save tens of thow-

W.H.O. Approval Gives
Africa New Weapon

The vaccine, called Mosguirix,
is not just a first for malaria —itis
the first developed for any para-
sitic disease. Parasites are much
more complex than viruses or

Continued on Page A0

ne
The vaccine was tested in a
Malawi pilot program in 2019,

Resisting Shots, Home Aides
Stir Health Fears in New York

By SHARON OTTERMAN

In the upstate city of Johns-
vown, morth of Albany, two-thinds
of the home health s at one
small agency have notified their
director that they intend o guit
rather than get wvaccinated
against the coronavirus, as the
are required to do this week under
a state mandate.
ing Murse Service of
the state’s largest
health care organization,
about 400 workers are expected Lo
be unable to work after the man-
date takes effect. And in the Mew
York City area, a union leader for
home health care workers says he
expects thousands of his mem-
bers will be put on leay

“We need more time,
Pecora, the vice president
Home Healthcare Workers of
America, a union that represents
about 32,000 home health care
workers in New York City and its
suburbs. “It’s unrealistic to get all
these people vaccinated by the
deadline

home

Many Say They'll Quit
Owver State Mandate

Omne week after requiring more
than 650,000 hospital and nursing
home workers to get at kast one
dose of the vaccine, New York
Stare’s pioneering mandate for
health care workers is moving
into a second and likely more diffi-
cult phase: requiring at least
250,000 hame health care workers
to get at least one dose of the vac-
cirve before Friday or face the
threat of lesing their jobs,

While the first phas
mandate was widely viewed as
successful in pressuring  thou-
sands of nurses, doctors, techmni-
cians and orderlies to get the vac-
cine, many industry officials say
they fear this second phase will
result in thousands of workers
simpdy quitting their jobs and find-
ing new work in restaurants, retail
or other indusiries. Most home

Continued on Page Al4

of the

Bill Would Aid
U.S. in Closing
Child Care Gap

Nation Spends Far Less
Than Wealthy Peers

By CLATRE CATN MILLER
Typical 2-year-olds in Denmark
attend child care during the day,
where Lthey are guaranteed a spot,
and their parents pay no maore
than 25 percent of the cost. That
guaranteed spot will remain until
the children are in after-school
care at age 10. If their parents
choose o stay home or hire a
nanny, the government helps pay
for that, too,

Two-year-olds in the United
Srates are less likely to attend for-
mal child care. If they do, their
parents pay full price — an aver-
age §1,100 a month — and compete
to find a spot. If their parents stay
home or find another arrange-
ment, they are alsoon their own o
finance it, as they will be until Kin-
dergarten.

In the developed world, the
United States is an outlier in its
low levels of financial support for
young children’s care — some-
ihing Democrats, with their safety
net spending bill, are trying o
change. The LL5. spends 0.2 per-
cent of its G.D.P. on child care for
children 2 and under — which
amounts to about S200 a year for
most families, in the form of a
ence-a-year tax credit for parents
who pay for care.

The other wealthy countries in
the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and  Development
spend an average of 0.7 p-c-n:::nluf
G.D.E  on  toddlers,  mainly
through heavily subsidized Chlld
care. Denmark, for example,
spends 523,140 annually per child
an care for children 2 and under

=We as a society, with public
funding, spend so much less on
children before kindergarten than
snee they reach kindergarten”
said Elizabeth Davis, an econo-
mist studying child care at the
University of Minnesota, “And vet
the science of child development
shows how very important invest-
ment in the youngest ages are,
and we get societal benefits from
those investments.”

Congress is negotiating the de-
tails of the spending bill, and
many elements are likely tobe cut
to decrease the cost. The current
draft of the child care plan would
make attendance at licensed child
care centers free for the lowest-
earning families, and it would cost
no more than 7 percent of family
income for those carning up to
double the state's median income.
It would provide universal public
preschool for children ages 3 and

Conrtinued on Page A6

SENATE NEARING
SHORT-TERM DEAL
OVER DEBT LIMIT

RETREAT BY McCONNELL

A Tempora.r_v Agreement
Would Push the Crisis
Into December

By JONATHAN WEISMAN
and EMILY COCHRANE

WASHINGTON —  Senate
Democrats  and Republicans
neared agreement on Wednesday
o temporarily pull the nation
from the brink of a debt default,
working to punt their showdown
on raising the federal borrowing
limit 1o December after Republi-
cans bowed to pressure to stave
off immediate fiscal calamity.

With the threat of a default as
little as 12 days off, Senator Mitch
McConnell of Kentucky, the mi-
nority leader, made a tactical re-
treat and announced that Republi-
cans would allow Democrats to
wote on & short-term extension.
He did not, howewer, lift his black-
ade of a longer-term increase in
the debt cap, demanding anew
that Democrats eventually use a
complicated and time-consuming
budget edure known as rec-
onciliation to lift it into next year
or beyond.

Democrals declared the offer at
least a temporary viclory, even as
they said they would never capitu-
late to Mr McConnell's longer-
term demand. Senators met into
the evening Lo iron out the details,
and Democrats said they would
move forward with a wvete, then
guickly pivol to negotiating a mul-
vitrillion-dollar measure to ad-
dress climate change, expand the
social safety net and raise taxes
on the wealthy and corporations.

“Around here, two months is a
lifetime,” said Senator Bernie
Sanders, independent of Vermont
and the chairman of the Budget
Committee, who hailed Mr Mc-

Connell’s offer as “wery good
mews,”
“There would have been a

i collapse if in fact
the wealthiest nation on earth did
not pay its debts” Mr Sanders

said. “We're going to pay our
debes. We have two months o fig-
ure it out.’

For all the self-congratulations,
the agreement, if nailed down, re-
Continued on Poage AIS

FILIBUSTER Battling over the debt
limit, Democrats consider altes
a procedural weapon. PAGE ALG

3 Crucial Races for Democrats

As G.0O.P. Pushes Election Laws

By REID 1. EPFSTEIN and NICK CORASANITI

MADTSON, Wis. — In three crit-
ical hattleground states, Demo-
cratic governors have blocked ef-
forts by Republican-controlled
legislatures to restrict woting
rights and undermine the 2020
election.

MNow, the 2022 races for gover-

nor in Michigan, Wisconsin and
Pennsylvania — states that have
long been vital to Democratic
presidential victories, including
Joseph R. Biden 1 — are taking
on major new significance,
i stake are how easy it is to
wote, who contrels the electoral
system  and, some Democrats
worry, whether the results of fed
eral, state and local elections
be accepted no mamer which
party wins.

That has lefi Govs. Tony Evers
of Wisconsin, Gretchen Whitimer
of Michigan and Tom Wolf of
Pennsylvania standing alone, in
what is already expected o
difficult wear for their par

what Democrals view as a sea
wall against a rising Republican
tide of voting restrictions and far-
reaching election laws.

The gquestion of who wins their
sealts in 2022 — Mr. Evers and Ms.
Whitmer are running for re-chece
tion, while Mr Welf is term-lim-
ited — has become newly urgent
in recent weeks as Republicans in
all three states, spurred on by for-
mer President Donald 1. LT,
make clearer than ever their in-
tent to reshape elections should
they take unified control,

Republicans have aggressively
pursued partisan reviews of the
2020 election in each state. In
Pennsylvania, G.OP lawmakers
sought the personal information
of every woter in the state last
month, In Wisconsin, a conserva-
tive former State Supreme Court
justice, who is investigating the
2020 election results on behalf of
the State Assembly, issued sub-

Continued on Page AI7T

Asylum Seeker’s Choice: Save His Ailing Child or Stay on the Run

By ANDREW HIGGINS

ALONG THE EASTERMN PO-
LAND BORDER — The father
had walked in circles in the rain-
drenched Polish forest, cradling
his sick daughrer, delirious after
three days with barely any food or
water as temperatures dipped to-
ward freezing. He was soaked,
shivering and facing a terrible
choice.

His daughter, 2, had cerebral
palsy and epilepsy. He had
wrapped her in a thin coat to
vect her from the cold, and she
needed urgent medical attention.
The father, an Iraqi Kurd who
gave his name as Karwan, had
guided his family across the bor-
der from Belarus but was now in a
forested area patrolled by Polish
soldiers and border guards,

The choice for the father was
pitiless: Seeking medical help
would mean a return to Belarus
and the end of his t"\mil:,."s desper-
ate journey to Eu

“Ican call for an aTnb’ulant’:e for
wou, but border guards will come
with it,” Piotr Bystrianin, a Polish
activist who arrived to help, told

MAACIER M = FOR THE REW YORK TIRES

A family of Traqi Kurds with a sick 2-year-old girl sought help early Saturday in a forest in Poland.

the family, who said they wanted
to reguest asylum in Poland. He
had found them after hours of
searching in the dark, alerted to
their whereabouts by a locator pin
sent by cellphone,

Karwan's family had stumbled
into a geopolitical fight between
Belarus and Poland that has esca-
lated into a man-made humanitar-
ian disaster for Euro
five people who crossed lllegally

into Poland have died in recent
weeks, some of hypothermia and
exhaustion, according to Polish of-
ficials, and three nearly drowned
in a Polish swamp.

Cortinued on Page A8
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Debating Diversity in Australia
A daughter of Vietnamese refugees was
set o run for Parlinment. When she
was passed over for a white Insider, the
Labor Party faced a backlash, PAGE A4

Jordanian Princess Spied On

The ruler of Dubai hacked the phones of
the princess, who is his ex-wife, and her
lawyers, a UK. court says. PAGE AT0

Murderers’ Row They're Not
The Yankees are always contenders,
and they have more than their share of
star power, Tyler Kepner writes, but the
reality is that payroll and pedigree will
take you only so far PAGE BS

22 Going on Grizzled Veteran
Tyler Adams is too young to be stained
by the LLS. men's failure to gualify for
the last World Cup. But he is old enough
1o know it is his job to help make it right

NATIONAL ATLIT, 20 ARTS C1.8

Once a Fan, She's Now a Star
A5 a member of the improv troupe

THURSDAY STYLES D1.8

Adventures in Boat Restoration
Om a whim, the actor Matthew Rhys
bought a 1930s Wheeler Playmate that
he found on eBay. 1t has taken him on
an unexpectad journey: PAGE D7

Mapping a California Disaster
A major spill threatening the coast has
brought scrutiny to the state’s aging
affshore ofl infrastrecture. PAGE All

Froestyle Love Supreme, Ancesa Folds
is living her Broadway dream. PAGE C5

BUSINESS B1-6

. . . P this time around. FAGE BI)
Pause on Texas Abortion Law ‘Wall Street Bullish on China The Academy Museum’s Fixer
A federal judge granted the Justice Even as it tightens its grip on business Bill Kramer helped get a monument of OPINION A18.19
Department’s request to halt enforce- and the economy, Beijing is giving global cinema history, thwarted by cost over- N )
ment of the near-total ban. PAGE AZD investors greater opportunities. PAGE Bl runs and delays, back on track. PAGE CI Gail Collins PAGE Al 2546130 9
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L.A. WILL
ENACT
INDOOR
VACCINE
MANDATE

Ordinance requiring
businesses to check
inoculation status
passes in 1I-2 vote.

By EMILY ALPERT REYES

The Los Angeles City
Council on Wednesday ap-
proved a new ordinance that
requires proof of vaccination
agalnst COVID-19 to enter
indoor restaurants. shop-
ping malls, movie theaters,
hair and nail salons and
many other indoor venues.,

The council was sched-
uled to vote on the law last
week but held off when
Councilman Joe Buscaino
said he would withhold his
vote after raising concerns
about how the new rules
would be enforced.

Buscaino ultimately
wvoted against the ordinance
after council members did
not agree to several amend-
ments he proposed, inchad-
ing one that would make it a
erime to harass or interfere
with any employee tryving to
enforce the rules. He also
wanted city analysts to re-
port  back on  funding
sources to help small busi-

[See Mandate, AG]

Texas abortion
law suspended

A federal judge halts
the new rule that bans
abortion around six
weeks of pregnancy.
NATION, AS

WHO endorses
malaria vaccine
U.N. health agency
urges use of the shot,
the first of its kind, for
children across Africa.
PERSPECTIVES, A2

Debt limit deal
appears likely
Democrats receptive
to Senate GOP leader's
temporary plan to Lift
borrowing cap until
ber. NATION. A4
Weather
Patchy morning fog.
LA, Basin: TO/GL B6
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ALLEN J. SCHAREN Lok Angeies Times

A TEAM of biclogists assesses the habitats of tide pools in Newport Beach on Wednesday after the massive oil apill reported Saturday.

Slick threatens California’s
fragile ‘wonderland of light’

The hills glowed as the sun fell.
light glinted off the kelp beds, roused the
shorebirds and turned the waves trans-
lucent green before they crashed and
chased the sandpipers up the beach. It
was an everyday scene here that felt
strikingly removed from modemrn times.

Even as one of the uglier aspects of
modern times encroached.

The miles-wide oil slick from the spill
reported Saturday off Huntington
Beach had already befouled beaches and
estuaries just to the norith. Now it was
drifting off one of the most treasured

The

stretches of the California coast — the

coves of Laguna Beach. By Joe Mozingo to this sti
"Ivs just beyond sad,” said Clayton
Elder. 32, who walked from his apart-
Effect of coastal winds feared

A storm may

push parts of the oil slick onto shore.
City officials are following it closely.

LA. Bl

Diverse
ecosystems of
Laguna Beach

coves could
be devastated
if oil arrives

ment out to the bluff over Crescent Bay
to see ifthe oll had arrived.

The Oklahoma native mowved to La-
guna Beach six years ago while getting
his doctorate in earth systems science at
UC Irvine. He still marvels that such a
place exists and teases his neighbors
who are lifelong residents for not fully ap-
preciating what they have,

“I snorkel here all the time.” he said.
“It's my backyard really. There's a kelp
forest off this point. I see Garibaldi,
sheepshead and calico bass. You see
schools of anchovy as big as a bus right

underneath you. It's amazing to live next

pretiy pristine ecosystem, es-

pecially close toa big city like L.A7

See Coast, AD]

Congress seeks records, weighs ban
A House panel will review inspection documents,
Some Democrats target coastal drilling, NATTION, A4

£S5

latimes.com

Vessel
draws
scrutiny
in spill
inquiry

The Coast Guard
investigares a German
cargo ship that was in
the pipeline area.

By RicHaRD WINTON,
Lavra J. NELsSoN
AND ANITA CHABRIA

The U.S. Coast Guard in-
vestigated a vessel in Oak-
land on Wednesday as part
of its probe Into whether a
ship’s anchor damaged an
oil  pipeline off Orange
County and spilled 144,000
gallons of crude.

Thecontainer ship wasin
the area of the pipeline be-
fore the spill was discowvered,
according to a source famil-
iar with the inwvestigation,
and later headed north. In-
vestigators are probably
looking for data showing the
ship’s mowvements and other
mechanical information.

The examination is just
one part of a wider inves-
tigation into how the spill
oecurred last weekend,
sources familiar with the in-
wvestigation told The Times.
The sources spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
comment publichy.

A final determination of
the spill's cause may take
months, but the probe of the
ship underscores that inves-
tigators continue to zero in
on a ship anchor as a pos-
sible cause. The Inguiry re-
mains in its early stages.

The shipping channels
off Los Angeles and Orange
counties have been jammed
for months because of grid-
lock at the port, forcing
more ships to lay down an-
chors near pipes that mowve
oil from offshore platforms
onto land.

Global positioning data
provided to The Times show

[See Inquiry, A5]

WALLY SEALLJ Los Angeles Times

WILD-CARD WALK-OFF

Chris Taylor celebrates his two-run home run in the bottom of the ninth in-
ning to send the Dodgers to a 3-1 win over the St. Louis Cardinals. SPORTS, D

Child tax credits go unclaimed

Parents who may gain the most are hardest to reach

BY ALEJANDRA
REYES-VELARDE

For Gloria Acosta. a
mother of four, a $1,000
check each month would be
life changing.

She's been jobless for a
few years. Her husband, a
day laborer, has had little
work during the pandemic
His eamings are barely
enough to cover rent in the
San Fermando Gardens
housing project in Pacoima.

An extra grand would

help pay for food as well as
#as to take the children to
school, Acosta would be able
to buy them new clothes and
school supplies.

She’s entitled to that
much under an expanded
federal child tax credit.
which provides $300 a month
for each child younger than &
and $250 for an older child,

Ivs & program meant to
fight child poverty during a
tumultuous pandemic that
brought job loss, illness and
grief, and disproportion-
ately affected Black and Lat-

ino people.

Parents who previously
had not received child tax
eredits because of their im-
migration status or because
they did not earn enough to
file with the Internal Reve-
nue Service and get the pay-
ments automatically are
now eligible for the full bene-
fit.

et they have proved to
be hard to reach. Signing up
for the program can be a
complicated process, ham-
pered by a lack of informa-

[See Tax eredit, AG]

‘A breaking point’:
Why film crews
are willing to strike

By ANoUsHA SAHOUL
AND STACY PERMAN

Sharron Enriguez, a vet-
eran script supervisor who
over the last four decades
has worked on productions
including “The Queen’s
Gambit,” "Mank™ and three
“Pirates of the Caribbean”™
films, has had a froot-row
seat to what she views as the
steady erosion of working
conditions that accelerated
during the pandemic.

The long hours without
breaks, the shorter turn-
around times and the lack of
sleep spurred Enrigquez to
callit aday.

After Mnishing a produc-
tion in Boston in August
where the 66-year-old

worked 12-hour days on a 10-
week shoot and rarely broke

WENDY ESPINOZA at a rally Sept. 26. Members of
IATSE voted to support a strike if no deal is reached.

for lunch, Enriguez realized
she was done.

“I reached a breaking
point,” Enriguez said. “I was
starting to lose my temper
and have less patience.”

Enriguez's sentiments
are shared widely among the
60,000 film and TV industry
members of the Interna-
tional Alliance of Theatrical
Stage Employees, which in-
cludes costumers, makeup
artists, camera operators,
set builders and writers’ as-
sistants.

For the first time in its
128-year history, the usually
acqgulescent union voted
overwhelmingly tosupport a
nationwide strike if no deal
is reached with the studios.,
The last time crews staged a
major strike was in 1945 in
the walkout known as “Hol-

[See Hollywood, A89]

MYUNG J. CHUN Los Angeles Times

BUSINESS INSIDE: Amid labor shortage, more companies are willing to hire ex-feclons. A8
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White flags In the village of Sinzal In Wardak province mark spots where U5, alrstrikes killed Afghan civillans and destroyed shops. One

rald in 2019 killed 12 people. Villagers went to the g

s offlce to

n and seek compensation but say they never heard back.

‘Everyone here hated the Americans’

Rural Afghans view U.S. legacy as one of pain and death — and say they can live with the Taliban

BY SUDARSAN RAGHAVAN

SINZAL, AFGHANISTAN — The white flags
futter in the apple orchards of this serene

hamlet ringed by oatmeal-colored moun-
tains. They mark the precise spots where LS.
airstrikes killed Afghans. In the village center
lies the destroyed shell of a building that once
housed shops; down the road is a mangled,
rusted car,

There are white flags there, too

Together, they're reminders of the legacy
the United States has left in many rural areas
across Afghanistan.

“Everyone here hated the Americans.” said
Zabiullah Haideri, 30. His shopwas shattered
by an airstrike in 20149 that killed 12 villagers.
“They murdered civilians and committed
atrocities.”

In Kabul and other Afghan cities, the
United States will be remembered for en-
abling two decades of progress in women's
rights, an independent media and other free-
doms. But in the natlon’s hinterlands, the
main battlegrounds of Ameriea’s longest war,
¢ Afghans view the United States primar-
ily through the prism of conflict, brutality
and death.

Here in Wardak provinee, 25 miles south-
west of the capital, the ULS. military, the CLA
and the ruthless Afghan militias they armed
and trained fought the Taliban for vears.
Trapped in the crossfire were villagers and
farmers. Many became casnalties of US.
counterterrorism operations, drone strikes
and gun battles.

A visit to Sinzai and the surrounding
Nerkh District offered a glimpse of life in a
post-American rural Afghanistan, home to
nearly threequarters of the population,
where peace has emerged after 20 years of

SEE TALIBAN OM AT

Senate nears
short-term deal
to avert default

REPRIEVE WOULD LAST UNTIL DECEMEBER

GOP proposal eases impasse on debt ceiling crisis

BY ToNyY BoMb

Senate Democrats and Repub-
licans neared a deal on Wednes-
day that would temporarily stave
off a defanlt on the government's
debts, exploring a short-term re-
prieve to a high-stakes hattle that
had  threatened to plunge the
United States into a new eco-
: recession.

agreement between the
two parties” lawmakers, which
was not final, arrived less than
two weeks before the country is
sct to carcen into a financial
erizis, Without congressional ac-
tion. the government could face
new limits on its ability to pay its
bills, a development that could
have direct consequences on
Americans’ wallets — and rattle

stock markets aronnd the world.

To prevent such a crisis, Senate
Majority Leader Charles E. Schu-
mer (D-NY) and Minority Leader
Mitch MeConnell (R-Ky.) inched
cloger to a pact that would raise
the borrowing limit until an un-
specified date in December. M-
Connell put forward the idea
earlier in the day, loosening a
weeks-long logjam during which
the GOP wwice had banded to-
pether against Democratic s
tempts to suspend the debt ceil-
ing into 20622,

By Wednesday night, however,
the two leaders had not vet final
ized key details of their truce,

SEE DEBT CEILING ON A4

CEOs on debt limit: Biden cnlists
expcutives Lo help his cause. A20

Pence. allies not waiting
to chart path for 2024

BY ASHLEY PARKER
AND JosH DAwsEY

Ome night last week, a crowd of
more than 1M Mike Pence loyal-
ists — senabors, congressmen, do-
nors, aides, friends and family —
gathered on the roof of 2 Pennsyl-
wvania Avenue office building to
eelebrate the D.C. opening of Ad-
vancing American  Freedom,
Pences mnew  issue  advocacy
group, and watch the former vice
president tape an  episode of
“Huthless" a conservative pod-

cast.

The backdrop — blue fall skies,
a pristine rooftop, views all the
way to the Capitol — seemed
designed to convey a new begin-
ning for Pence as many in his orbit
work to position him for a poten-
tial 2024 presidential bid, out
from the shadow of former presi-
dent Donald Tromp.

Penee told the assembled well
wishers that one of the things he
liked about Simon & Schuster, the
publisher that signed him to a

sEE PENCE OM A18
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INFLUENCE-BUYING

covid thrives in Tenn.

b

Even as cases proliferate,
maost remain unmasked
and unvaccinated

BY LAvRA MECKLER
AND DanN KEATING

ALTAMONT, TENN. — Sarah
Rymer suspects her 1l-year-old
son was infected with the corona-
vims. She knows her husband
was. He coaches Pee Wee football,
and at least two other kids from
his team also tested positive,

The Grundy County schools,
which her three children attend,
were forced to close for more than
aweek soon after the fall semester
began. Her best friend’s uncle just
died of covid-12, and a close
friends mother spent her S3rd
birthday in hospital at Van-
derbilt University, up in Mash-
villle.

The pandemic feels more seri-
ous than ever to Rymer. But her
children doe not wear masks in

school, and she is not considering
vaccinating her 13-vear-ald
daughiter. Like most peopl the
area, she remains unvaccinated
herself “It's one of those things,
We don't get the flu shot, so I don’t
know” she said. “Ttwas developed
soquick. PFm nervons”

A pandemic that first ravaged
nursing homes is, today, more
likely to rage through school
lanchrooms. Children are still far
less likely to become dangerously
ill than older pecple, but with so
many becoming infected, pediat-
ric hospitalizations hawve spiked.
Since the start of the pandemic,
more than 57 million children
have been infected, according to
the American Academy of Pediat-
rics. More than 540 Americans up
to the age of 18 have died, federal
data shows.

In August, for the first time in
the pandemic, the rate of corona-
virus infections among children
topped those for adults ages 18 to
64 and seniors, driven by the
highly contagious delta variant,
according to a Washington Post

SEE CHILDREN ON A22
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TAX AVOIDANCE AND YACHTS

BY PETER WHORISKEY

When three of Africa’s wealthicst people
wanted to win favors from the Nigerian oil
minister, they didn't pay cash, according to
filing= and court papers descerib-
ing the alleged transactions.
Instead, the oil tycoons arranged to in-
Nuence herwith shell companies, each one
holding a valuable piece of London real
estate, according to the docoments.

Other shell companies owned by the
woilmen provided the minister and her fam-
ily with a chanffeured car, and they shipped
her huxury furnishings worth hundreds of
thousands of dollars, LS. prosecutors laser

With billions in Nigerian oil revenue at
stake, the men engaged in “an internation-
al conspiracy,” according to ULS. prosecu-
tors, offering millions of dollars’ worth of
gifts in exchange for “lucrative business
opportunities”

While cash i!lﬂ}‘b@'l‘h?tl“{lﬂl"ﬂﬂdﬂ means

Impact
Lawmakers call for a crackdown on financial
“enablers” after the probe's findings. A13

Six takeaways

How the global elite exploit the
offshore financial system. A12

Pandora Papers

Follow the investigation onlina
wapo.st/ pandorapapers

oi

Offshore records detail what some of the world’s wealthiest people have endeavored to conceal

of providing untraceshle gifts to politicians,
the very wealthy often torn instead to the
offshore world to produce an alternative
curmeney: companies registered in socrocy
havens and stuffed with valuable assets.
The tycoons who allegedly provided the
nister with more than $17 million
worth of gifts were, according to the court
filings and documents, Olajide Omokore
and EKolawole Aluko, both previously

ranked by Forbes magazine as among the
“richest people in Africa” and Benedict
Peters, a man who has been described by
Bloombeng and African media as a billion-

alre.

Peters = dentified by marme in the Niger
ian court filings and as “Co-Conspirator
42" in a forfeiture case by ULS. prosecutors,
Through a spokesman, Peters denied deal-
ing in improper benefits and his represen-
tatives wrote that one of the key pieces of
evidence presented by Nigerian investiga-
tors isa “concoction malevolently contrived.”

SEE BILLIONATRES ON A0
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Vatican ruling The city-stale’s first sex abuse
trial found that a former altar boy who served
the pope had a relationship with a peer but
that there was no evidence of coercion. Al4

Abortion case A federal judge has blocked
enforcement of Texas's restrictive law. AS
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The federal govern-
ment will require cyber
security measures for
“higher-risk™ railroad
and rail transit systems,
following rules for pipe-
line companies in the
wake of cyberattacks. Az
The Supreme Court
wonsidered if the Tnited
States could prevent a
terroTism suspect rmm

vestigation on already-
public “state secrets.” A3
Deportation flights to
Haiti have been cut to
one per day this week as
Fewer migrants try to
wenter the United States,
officials said. Az

THE WORLD

The European Union's
expansion promises to
Ealkan natlons have
stalled, beaving room for
China and Russia to ex-
pand their influence. As
With Russlan opposi-
tion leader Alexei Na-
valny jailed, voung com-
munists have emerged
as a potent foree and a
Kremlin target. A6

A UMN. ageney will pay
the salaries of Afghan
health-care workers to
help stave off a humani-
tLarkan crisis. As

The Mobel Prize in
chemistry

veloped a new tool o

construct molocules
cheap, environment:
by way. A16
Record numbers of
Chimese fighter jets and
rombrers have menaced
Talwan in recent days as
Beijing conducts drills
near the island. ary

THE ECONOMY
Pressure is building on
the Federal Reserve as a
probe into stock trading
among top officials is
underway. A18
Workers at all the Kel-
logz's cereal factories in
the country went on
strike after negotiations
unraveled over benefits
and vacation time. Azo

THE REGION
Montgomery County

schools have
mare than
dents in quarantine in
about flve weeks, anmd
parents want relicf, B

A former death row in-
miate exonerated in 1993
was awarded more than
H4000,000 by Maryland
as part of a new system
compensating the
wrongly imprisoned. B1
A man shot and wound-
ed by D.C. police is
charged with several Dj'—
Fenses after auwtl
suy he fired a pan]l'l.lal.l
gun, first thought to be a
m, at an officer. E1
Tn the fimal streteh of
the race for Virginia
governor, Republican
Glenn Youngkin contin-
Les b cAmpAign «
“election integrity

INSIDE

LOCAL LIVING
On-point advice
Whiat's known about the
therapeutic effects of
BCUPUNCIUNE — 35 well as
tips Tor how Lo find &
good practitioner.

STYLE

Ozy Media's fall
Even as it folded. its CEOQ
pulled back the curtain
on the open secrets of
digital media that it
attempled o cxpdoil. ©1
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$140

La Argentina

busca dar otro paso
rumbo a Qatar

Con Messiy la formacion ideal de
Scaloni, laseleccid

desde las 20, Deportes

sitard a Paraguay
porlaseliminatorias, en Asuncion,

LOSINCENDIOS EN
CORDOBA CAUSARON
YA TRES MUERTES

sociedad

Las llamas quemaron 36.000 hectareas en
el norte de la provincia; con vientos de mdas
de70kilometros porhora se complica la
lucha contrael fuego. Pagina 23

POLEMICA Y REVUELO
POR LA VERSIONDE
UNA OBRA EN EL COLON

cultura

Laadaptacion de Theodora, de Haendel,
ProVOCa quejas v cuestionamicnios
deespectadores quelaconsideraron
ofensiva paralos catdlicos. Pagina 24
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El Gobierno impulsa un
proyecto de intervencion
estatal en las empresas

CONTROL. La iniciativ: les‘lespalddda por la CGTy la CTA, y serd enviada al Congl eso; los
gremios y el Estado podrin discutir condiciones laborales en firmas de mis de 100 empleados

El presidente Alberto Fernandez
presentdayer, juntoconlacipulade
1aCGTydelaCTA, un proyectode ley
que establece la creacion obligato-
riade comités mixtos y aumenta la
injerencia de los gremiosy del Esta-
doenempresas privadasde masde
100 empleados.

Concretamente, establece la in-
tervencion de la Superintendencia
de Riesgos del Trabajo, que depen-
dedel ministrode Trabajo, Claudio
Moroni, en la tarea deverificar con-
diciones laborales, de higlene, segu-
ridad y género.

Esta tarea implica una partici-

pacion activa del Estado. va no solo
para homologar decisiones, como
en el caso de las paritarias. Laopo-
sicidn anticipd sus cuestionamien-
tos a lainiciativa, que se contrapone
CONSUS propuestas de mecanismos
alternativosal de la indemnizacidn.
Pagina 6

No contribuirz
a crear trabajo,
soslienen en

las companias

Pagina?

Un aplauso sin fisuras
emociono al Senado

politica
en la primera se

Ohcnllsmoyoposmon se unieron ayer en un aplauso al senador Esteban Bullrich
o presencial de la Camara alta. Encabezado por Cristina Kirchner, el gesto
destaco la fortaleza de Bullrich, disgnosticado con ELA. Paginalz

PHENSA SENADO

Malestar
empresario
por las
trabas para
importar

CEPO. Luego de las nuevas res-
tricciones impuestas por el Ban-
co Central (BCRA) al pago de
importaciones en medio de la
escasez de reservas, crecia ayer
la preocupacionen las empresas
por el impacto que esa medida
podriateneren la produccidn,en
el comercio exterior v en la acti-
vidad econdmica. Varias firmas
frenaron sus Ventas. Pigina 14

EL ANALISIS

José [l Rio

J0uién va a traer
un dalar al pais?
Pagina 15

EL ESCENARIO
Se acelerauna
transfiguracion
en el poder
Carlos Pagni

LA RACKIN

os cambios en el Poder Ju-
dicial transcurren siempre
ncdmara lenta. Esa carac-
teristicaseacentiaen laCorte Su-
prema. 5in embargo, en los dlti-
mostiemposvariosfactoresestin
acelerando una transfiguracion.
Continiia enlapagina9

Lorenzetti: la Corte notiene
disilogocon el Gobierno
Pagina8

Pedi tu Echeq desde Online Banking.
iEs mas agil y 100% digital!

Conoce mas en Santander.com.ar

iEl cheque papel ya no va mas!

«» Santander
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OMS aprova
a primeira
vacina contra
a malaria

AOMS (Organi Mun-
dial da Saide) aprovou
ontem a primeira vacina
contramaldria —uma das
doengas infecciosas mais
mortais e hd mais tempo
conhecidas no mundo.
Histdrica, a decisao abre
espago para uma ferra-
menta que poderd sal-
var a vida de dezenas de
milhares de criancas na
Africa por ano. saide B1

B4

Nobel de
Quimica
Pesquisadores levam
prémio por revolugao
na construgao

de moléculas

Ciéncia

Bo6
Crise deve fazer
Cruzeiro quebrar
recorde na Série B

Esporte

Iustrada C1
Geragao de diretoras
vira do avesso os
filmes de faroeste

Cc8

No Uruguai, vinicolas
de Maldonado
atraem pelo luxo

Turismo

Presidente do
Peru troca premié
para conter crise
Dois meses apds a posse, 0
presidente do Peru, Pedro
Castillo, anuncioua remin-
cia de seu primeiro-minis-
tro, Guido Bellido, figura
que gerava atritos dentro
do governc. Em seu lugar
assumiu Mirtha Visquez.
Seis ministros também fo-
ram trocados. Munde als

ESSN 1414-9723

W)

O blogueiro bolsonarista Al-
lan dos Santos, investiga

do pelo Supremo Tribunal
Federal, fez de informante
uma funciondria do gabinere
do ministro Ricardo Lewan-
dowski, relatam Constancgs

Rezende e Renato Machado.

-‘g- '-._._'l

QUINTA-FEIRA, 7 DE OUTUBRO DE 2021

Blogueiro bolsonarista usou de
informante estagiaria do STF

Em mensagens obtidas pela PF, ela relata a Allan dos Santos rotina do gabinete de Lewandowski

Mensagens obtidas pela
Policia Federal expoem di-
dlogos de Allan com Tatia-
na Garcia Bressan, gque es-
tagiou no gabinete de 2017
a janeiro de 2019, antes de o
blogueiro se tornar alvo de
inquéritos sobre fake news.

Na primeira conversa, em
outubro de 2018, Tatiana afir
ma querer trabalhar com a
deputada Bia Kicis (PSL-DF).
Diz estagiar no gabinete e re-
cebe pedido para ser “nos-
sa informante”. Por meses,
ela relataria a rotina do STE

\ [

CORTEJO INAUGURA MEMORIAL PARA AS VITIMAS DA COVID EM SAO PAULO

Procurado, Lewandowski
lamentou a “infiltracio”, e o
ministro do STF Alexandre
de Moraes determinou a PF
que ouca Tatiana. A ex-esta-
giaria declarou a Folha que
nao foi contratada por Kicis
nem foiinformante de Allan.

Eduardo Knappy Falhapress

Agdo ao redor da praga Roosevelt, no centro, conta com 38 mil cataventos confeccionados pela Escola de Samba Vai-Vai em
homenagem aos mortos pelo coranavirus na capital paulista; intervengao estara no local até o Dia de Finados cotidiano B3

Conrado H. Mendes
Tempestades de

areia na colheita
A hipocrisia embrulha o
reformismo com verbos
como modernizar, flexi-
bilizar, simplificar, desbu-
rocratizar, Nessa searaha
projeto que premia os gri-
leiros por sua delinguén-
cia ou o que virtualmente
extingue olicenciamento
ambiental. poderais

ATMOSFERA

Saa Paulo hoje

PAINEL

Guedes apresenta a PGR
documentos sobre offshore

Defesa de Paulo Guedes levou papéis segundo os quais
ele esta afastado da administracio da empresa aberta nas
llhas Virgens Britdnicas desde dezembro de2018. poderas

Endividamento das familias
em SP é o maior desde 2004 ...

EDITORIAIS A2

Medicina a deriva
Acerca de falhas de entida-
des do setor, como o CFM.

Fantasmas da igreja

Sobre casos de abuso sexu-
al investigados na Franga.

A pandemia em 6.out
Dados das 20h

POPULACAD VACINADA

Mo Brasil

AD menos uma dose

(dose unica ou 1* dasa) 7 1.?%

(dse b o 2 20y 45,2%

Dosa de reforgo o'a%

ESTAGIO DA DOENCA

Gbitos

Midia méval Emadh

543

464 2 5ne -
595214

Casos -52, 2% (desacelerado)

“Variagio em relachn 3 14 dias

R% 5,00

O blogueiro, aquem ela diz
conhecer porque ambos fo-
ram alunos do escritor Ola-
vode Carvalho, ndo respon-
deu a reportagem. Em suas
redes, Allan criticoua quebra
de sigilo de sua fonte e negou
as afirmacdes. Poder Ad e AB

Bolsonaro pede
para depor a PF
presencialmente
Alexandre de Moraes, do
STF, pediu ontem suspen-
s@0 do julgamento sobre o
formato do depoimento
que Jair Bolsonaro deve-
ra prestar & PE A decisao
ocorrel apds o ministro
informar que, por meio da
AGU, o presidente mani-
festou interesse em depor
presencialmente. Poderas

Tom ‘moderado’
p6s-7/9 desmotiva
governistas

Passado um més dos atos
de 7 de Setembro, bolsona-
ristas perderam mobiliza-
CA0 ante versio mais mo-
derada de Jair Bolsonaro

ovoto impresso naufra-
gou, € 0 STF ndo foi enqua-
drado. Ndo ha novos pro-
testos marcados, s6 uma
possivel manifestagio em
15 de novembro. poderarz

Apoio a kit Covid’
causa racha em
entidades médicas
Descontente com o alinha-
mento do Instituto Brasil
de Medicina a pautas bol-
sonaristas, como o “kit Co-
vid”, a Associacio Meédica
Brasileira decidiu langar
um orgio de didlogo com
o Congresso. A0 menos 13
entidades seguiram a dis-
sidéncia da AMB. saideB2

DEM e PSL selam
novo Unifio Brasil;
TSE analisa fusio

Poder Ald

5400_u1165
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Candidatos opositores piden que el Ministerio Pablico actue de oficio

Crece el escandalo por las
oompras de 0ro de Nenecho

t[‘,asﬂlrta en Mercado N" 5

@La SET investigara a las
empresas proveedoras

@ Intendentable colorado
se mantiene en silencio
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Violencia politica en la frontera: | Pedidos de aumento para el PGN
Atentan contra otro candidato 2022 rozan USD 1.051 millones
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lefigaro.fr

« Sans la liberté de blamer, il niest point d'éloge fatteur « Beaumarchais

LE FIGARO LITTERAIRE

LA VISITE AU GRAND ECRIVAIN,

ENQUETE

EDOUARD PHILIPPE ?

PAGE 8

QU'EST-CE QUI FAIT COURIR

UN RITUEL INDEMODABLE

NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

ROYAUME-UNI
Boris Johnson
promet un avenir
< I'Eid.lell}{ £

RELIGION
L'Eglise s'efforce
de penser

a l apre*‘—Sauve

ENTRETIEN
Catherine
MacGregor :
«|.'énergie bas
carbone doit étre
abordable, fiable et
acceptée par tous»

PAGE 22

MUSIQUE

Les dix revélations
classique

du «Figaros

PAGES 30 ET 3

1 =« Des

| champignons
et un «cold
case» medical
en Savoie
«Les
chroniques

de Jacques

de Saint Victor
et de Luc Ferry
= Le téte a téte
de Charles
Jaigu

= Un entretien
avec Pierre
Vermeren

= La tribune
d'Amaud
Benedetti

et Jerome
Sainte-Marie

« L'analyse de
Jean Chichizola

PRGES 16 A 15

L
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Reéponses a la question
de mercredi:
Preésidentielle 2022 :

Eric Zemmour doit-il
déclarer sa candidature ?

NON
38%
TOTAL DE VOTANTS: 122 240

Votez aujourdhui
sur lefigarofr
Presidentielle :
Emmanuel Macron
deit-il sappuyer
sur Edouard Philippe
Pour sa campagne ?

IC VEMANCESAFP
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JEAN LUC BERTM/LE FIGARD MAG
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Michel Barnier :

. e o e ler & plus de 6000 km/h, qui
« ll taut I"Il1 EIECtrmh()C r_'h.'injﬁ:nl I'équation st r.1||':|.!;i-
s - - e
daut()l e pour proteger que. Confronté a 1'arsenal ato
-
lES Fl‘aﬂ(;als » TALX DE CHOMAGE
En % da la population active
1
n
Dans un entretien au Figaro, le candidat 4 la présidentielle
prisente les grandes lignes de son projet régalien. g
Pour lutter contre I'insécurite, « principal échec
du quinguennat » Macron, il propose l'installation d"un B
«ministére de la Sécurité publigue », la création de 20000
places de prison supplémentaires et le rétablissernent
de la double peine pour les délingquants étrangers.
Face 4 la montée en puissance d'Eric Zemmour, il met & ;LJE
en avant son expérience et sa «crédibilité ». PRGESGETT Sounce e

En tirant fin scptembre un
Hwasong-8 hypervéloce, la
dictature  communiste de
Pyongyang affirme avoir re-
]nmt le club trés fermé des
pubssances possédant ces nou
wveaux missiles capables de vo-

migue de la Corée du Nord et a
Iagressivité croissante de la
Chine dans la zone indo-pacl
fique, Seoul est determine a ti-
rer les lecons de I'accord Aukus
en s'éguipant de submersibles
a propulsion nucléaire, Face a
la nouvelle donne, urope
peine a développer son auto-
nomie stratégique.

Kim Jong-un
fait monter

la tension face
a JAmérique

hypersonique, Séoul veut se doter de sous-marins
nucléaires. La course aux armements s’accélére en Asie.

< DEFENSE : COMMENT
L'HYPERVELOCITE CHANGE
LA DONNE STRATEGIQUE

< MACRON TENTE D'ENROLER
LES EUROPEENS SUR
L'AUTONOMIE STRATEGIQUE
= LA COREE DU SUD VEUT

SE DOTER DE SOUS-MARINS
NUCLEAIRES

PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

B3 EDITORIAL s phiipe cttc pecicsessaoss
Les tambours de Kim

im Jong-un a un moyen radical de
se rappeler au bon souvenir du
reste du monde : quelqgues tests de
missiles menagant ses  voisins
sud-coréen et japonais, des inno
vations technologiques de nature 3 inquicter
jusquaux Etats-Unis et, comme toujours,
I'accélération d'un programme nucléaire dont
personne n'a réussi a ke déposséder. La situa-
tion doit éire sérieuse, car le dictateur nord -
corden vient d'actionner tous ces leviers i la
fois, exhibant quatre types de missiles diffé-
rents, dont un «hypersonique» réputé tra
verser la planéte 3 Mach 5 et un de basse alti-
tucde susceptible de transporter une charge
atomique sous le nez des radars.
Privé de son duo tragicomique avec Donald
Trump, «Rocketman» revient & ses modes
dexistence traditionnels, tout en tambours et
trompettes. En appui de ses démonstrations
musclées, il rejette ostensiblement I"offre de
dialogue de I' Administration Biden, mais c'est
pour mieux faire monter les enchéres et négo
cler en position de force, assurent les experts
rompas i cette routine. Pour preuve, il n"a pas
franchi la ligne rouged un tir de missile balisti
que capable d'atteindre les Etats-Unis - e,

dans un mini- geste d'ouverture, vient de réta
bilir Ia ligne d*urgence avec Séoul. Plus isolé que
jamais apres I'épreuve du Covid, gui a exacerbé
les pémuries, le royaume ermite rappelle sa ca-
pacité de nuisance pour qu'on ne "'oublie pas,
On aurait d’ailleurs tort. Dans le contexte des
tensions croissantes avec Péekin, qui multiplie
ces temps-cl les provocations militaires en
vers Taiwan, chacun en Asie est poussé i choi-

4 sir son camp. Sous le

La Corée régne  finissant  de

du Nord Moon Jae-in, 1a Corée
du Sud propose & nou

rappeue wveau d'enterrer la ha-

che de guerre avec le

sa capacite ek b ane)
. ord pour relancer la
de nuisance dénucléarisation de la

peéninsule. Plus siirement, Séoul tire aussi les
lecons de I'Aukus, alliance conclue sur le dos
de la France, en demandant i Washington de
I"équiper & son tour de sous-marins a propul
sion nueléaire. Kim n'est pas du genre 4 s%ali-
gner, méme sur la Chine, qui ne le lichera pas
quod qu'll fasse. Mais cet électron Incontrilable
peut aggraver la dangerosité d'une guerre
frobde. Washington ferait bien de s'en occuper
en priorité. B

LB 3 - WL ¢ 380 € - PORT.COMT: 330 € - MAR : 29 DH - TUN - 440 DT - ZOKE CFA: 2400 CFA  1SSH S1B25852

DOM 320 - ITA:Z30 L

* petelsion

Le taux de chOmage
devrait repasser sous la
barre des 8 % cette année

Dynamisée par la fin des res

trictions sanitaires, I'activité
dconomique  continue  de
progresser a un ryvthme sou-
tenu, selon 1'Insee, qui table
sur une croissance de 6,25 %

les créations d'emplols, qui
pourrajent atteindre 514000
postes cette année et falre re

fluer le chomage 37,6 % de la
population active, son niveau

le plus bas depuis 2008
en 2021, Cette reprise dope PAGE24
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Torrey Peters ‘Tjust wanted to write
something funny for my friends’
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Business anger at ‘vacuous
and bombastic’ PM speech

Jokes but no mention of
fuel crisis or £20 benefits
cut in Johnson's address

Heather Stewart
Julia Kollewe

Business leaders rounded on Boris
Johnson for lacking a coherent
economic plan after he delivered
a boosterish conference speech
vesterday that made barely a men-
tion of the supply chain crisis.

The address was condemned
as “bombastic™ and “vacuous and
economically illiterate™ by the free
market Adam Smith Institute while
the Conservative thinktank Bright
Blue issued a stark warning.

“The publicwill soon tire of Boris's
banter if the government does not

5400_u1165

get a grip of mounting crises: price
rises, tax rises, fuel shortages, labour
shortages™ its chief executive, Ryan
Shorthouse, said. “There was noth-
ing new in this speech, no inspiring
new vision or policy.”

The prime minister closed the
Conservative conference in Manches-
ter with an upbeat, campaign-style
address interspersed with jokes and
delivered from a specially created
stage to a packed hall.

He failed to mention supply short-
ages, petrol queues or the £20-a-week
reduction in universal credit that
came into force yvesterday for more
than 5 million families - the biggest
overnight cut in benefits in history,
Instead, the prime minister set out
an optimistic vision of a high-wage,
high-skilled economy, promising to
“unleash” the “unique spirit” of the
British people.

Hedismissed current “stressesand

A Boris Johnson with his wife,
Carrie, after addressing the Tory
party conference in Manchester
PHOTOGRAFH: TORY MELVILLE/REUTERS

strains” as side-effects of the eco-
nomic recovery and said firms could
no longer *use immigration as an
excuse for failure toinvest in people,
in skills and in the equipment, the
facilities, the machinery they need

‘The public will soon
tire of Boris’s banter
ifthe government

doesnot get agrip
of mounting crises’

Ryan Shorthouse
Bright Blue thinktank

to do their jobs”, The speech was
enthusiastically received by Con-
servative activists, the first of whom
had queued at the venue from about
6.30am. But it was robustly attacked
by business groups, trades unions
and thinktanks across the politi-
cal spectrum as failing to tackle the
economic challenges facing the UK.

Tony Danker, director-general of

the CBI, which represents 190,000
UK businesses or aboutathird of the
private-sector workforce, said John-
son had setout a “compelling vision™”
of a high wage, high skill economy.
But he warned: “Ambition on wages
without action on investment and
productivity is ultimately just a path
way for higher prices” He added that
theeconomy isat a “fragile moment™,
and urged the government to work
more closely with business,

Business leaders also hit °e
back at suggestions from

1dil
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Dubai ruler
hacked the
phone of his
former wife

Haroon Siddique
Legal affairs correspondent

The ruler of Dubai hacked the phone
of his ex-wife Princess Haya using
NSO Group's controversial Pegasus
spyware in an unlawful abuse of
power and trust, a senior high court
judge has ruled.

Thepresident of the family division
found that agents acting on behalf
of Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al-
Maktoum, whois also prime minister
of the United Arab Emirates, a close
Gulfally of Britain, hacked Haya and
five of her associates while the couple
were locked in court proceedings in
London concerning the welfare of
their two children.

Those hacked included two of
Haya's lawvers, one of whom, Lady
Shackleton, sits in the House of Lords
and was tipped off about the hacking
by Cherie Blair, who works with the
Israeli NSO Group. In July, a Guard-
ian investigation revealed for the first
time that Haya and her associates
were on a dataset believed toindicate
people of interest to a government
client of NS0, thought to be Dubai.

Sir Andrew McFarlane’s damning

judgment from 5 May, only @e
now published, appears

‘Historic day’
WHO backs
first malaria
vaccine

Expertsho
thousands of liv
besaved after the World
Health Organization
recommended the
rollout of the first
malaria vaccine

News P,



