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he Delta variant of

Covid-19 appeared to
temper economic growth
this summer, but economists
expect the from the
pandemic to reaccelerate
as the virus's toll eases. Al

# China’s manufacturing
activity contracted in Sep-
tember for the first time
since the coronavirus ex-
ploded in central China
early last year. A8

+ Large college endowments
have notched their biggest
investment gains in decades,
with portfolios propelled by
huge venture-capital returns
andd soaring stock markets. A1
# The S&P 500 and Dow
ERined 0.2% and 0.3%, respec-
tively. after Tuesday’s rout,
while the Nasdag fell 0.2%.
Closely watched bond yvields
continued to rise. Bl, B11

# Dollar Tree said it would
start selling products at
prices slightly abowve $1 in
some of its stores. B1

#+ Google said it is updat-
ing the look and format of
its product search pages as
it competes for billions in
e-commerce ad dollars. Bl

* Fanatics’ new L

wes the firm at $10:4 billion. BY

# The SEC proposed a rule
that would require money
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+ Democrats hurtled to-
ward a deadline for passing
a roughly $1 trillion infra:

re plan in the House,
with the bill's fate in jeop-
ardy as they struggled to
mend intraparty rifts
threatening to derail Biden's
domestic agenda. AL, A%
# Doctors and pharmacies
are rapidly signing up pa-
tients for Covid-19 booster
shots, many without requir-
ing proof of eligibility un-
der standards that federal
officials set last week. Al

+ A House Select Commiit-
tee has issued 11 subpoenas
fior documents and i
from people allegedly in-
volved in planning the Jan. &
rally at Washington's Ellipse
before Trump supporters
attacked the LLS. Capitol. Ad

# The FTC is considering
strengthening online pri-
vacy protections, inched-
ing for children, in an ef-
fort to bypass legislative
logjams in Congress. AT

# The U.S. Fish and Wildlifie
Service said 23 species rang-
ing from fish to birds are
now extinct and proposed
delisting them from the En-
dangered Species Act. A3

#+ Britney Spears’s father
was suspended as conserva-
tor of her estate, as a court
moves toward unwinding a
legal arrangement the pop
star has called abusive. A3
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In Japan, Missile Defense Advocate Set to Be Prime Minister

was elected rul

g Prime Minister Yoshil

ON STAGE: Fumio Kishida, right, a former foreign minister who has called for Japan's missile defenses to be beefed up,
g-party leader on Wednesday, assuring him of succee

ide Suga, left. AB

U.S. Economic Rally Forecast
After Delta-Driven Downturn

By Saran CHANEY CanBon

The Delta variant of Covid-15
appearsd to temper economic
growth this summer, but econo-
mists expect the recovery from
the pandemic to reaccelerate as
the virus's toll eases.

In recent weeks, many econ-
omists lowered their forecasts
for third-quarter economic
growth in large part because
consumers slowed spending on
meals cut, hotels and airline
tickets amid the spread of the

highly contagious Delta variant.
The Covid-19 surge also compli-
cated office and school reopen-
ings, turning what had been ex-
pected to be a September boom
into a downturmn.

Omne wild card is continued
supply constraints—including
product and worker short-
ages—that hawve been more se-
vere than many analysts antic-
ipated, contributing o
inflation and downgrades in
growth expectations.

While constraints such as

backups at US. ports and over-
seas manufacturing disruptions
have persisted, the Federal Re-
serve and economists expect
them to eventually ease.

Fexl Chairman Jerome Powell
said on Wednesday that a re-
cent spell of higher inflation
might last longer than central
bank officials had anticipated,
but he repeated his expectation
that the price surge should
eventually fade

“The current inflation spike
is really a consequence of sup-

ply constraints meeting very
strong demand. And that is all
associated with the reopening
of the economy, which is a pro-
cess that will have a beginning,
middle and an end,” Mr. Powell

Please turn fo page A2

China Setback

Beiiing says manufacturing
sector contracted for first
time since virus struck._.... AB
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Democrats
Scramble
To Rescue
Biden’s
Agenda

Leaders in Congress
work to unify members
behind infrastructure
bill as deadlines lcom

By AnprEW DUEHREN
Ann Knistina PETERSON

WASHINGTON —Demo-
crats hurtled toward a dead-
line for passing a roughly $1
trillion infrastructure plan in
the House, with the bill's fate
in jeopardy as they struggled
o mend intraparty rifts
threatening to derail President
EBiden's domestic agenda.

Party leaders are racing to
unify Democrats arowund
changes to a separate $3.5 tril-
lion healthcare, education and
climate package. which pro-
gressives want to see advance
as a condition of supporting
the infrastructure bill in the
narrowly  divided House.
Speaker Mancy Pelosi (D., Ca-
lif) has so far stuck to her
plan to bring the infrastrue-
ture bill up for a wvote on
Thursday, saying she was tak-
ing it “one hour at a time,”
though she opened the door to
further delay if talks don’t
PrOgress,

The deadline for the infra-
structure vote is one of several
scheduling crunches Democrats
face in the coming days. They
are also rushing to pass a

Please turn topage A4

# Greg Ipc Echo of Europe’s
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# Lobbyists press for changes
in bill ad

University Endowments Soar
Amid Venture-Capital Boom

By JuLieET CHUNG
Anp ELior BROWN

Large college endowments
have notched their biggest in-
vestment gains in decades,
thanks to portfolios boosted by
huge venture-capital returns
and scaring stock markets.

The University of Minne-
sota's  endowment gained
49.2% for the wear ending
June 30, while Brown Univer-
sity's endowment notched a
return of more than 50%, said
people familiar with their re-
turns, which aren’t yet public.

Meanwhile, Duke University
said over the weekend that its
endowment had gained 55.9%.
Washington University in St.
Louis reported last week a 65%
return, the schools higgest
gain ever, swelling the size of
its managed-endowment poal
to $15.3 billion. The University
of Virginia's endowment re-

Huge venture returns and soaring stock markets

lifted endowments in fiscal year 2021.

University

of Wirginia

University

of Minnesota

ported a 49% gain. Universi
ties” returns may include parts

of endowments, plus other
an{{-(E]'m vestments.
The string of blockbuster

returns is likely to continue
when other endowments with
significant venture exposure
report their performance.
Please turnfopage A6

Texas Judge Leads
Tally of Cases With

Financial Conflicts

Gilstrap didn't recuse in 128 suits involving
firms in which he or his wife had an interest

Mo federal judge in Amer-
ica has heard more patent-
infringement lawsuits in the
past decade than Rodney Gil-
strap, who presides over a

By Joe Palazzolo,
James V. Grimaldi
and Coulter Jones

small courthouse in Mar-
shall, Texas.

He also holds ancther re-
cord: Judge Gilstrap has
taken on 138 cases since 2011
that involved companies in
which he or a family member
had a financial interest,
maore than any other federal

judge, a Wall Street Journal
investigation show:

The companies included
Microsoft Corp. (53 cases),
Walmart Inc. (36 cases), Tar-
eet Corp. (25 cases) and In-
rernational Business Ma-
chines Corp. (9 cases).

1974 federal law re-
quires judges to disqualify
themselves from cases if
they, their spouse or minor
children hold a financial in-
terest in a plaintiff or defen-
dant, including the interest
of a beneficiary in assets
held by a trust.

The Journal investigation,
Pliease turm to page AN

With Working Faucets and
Fridges, Play Kitchens Get Real

- -

Yarents add functional features,

encouraging toddlers to prepare food

By Marcarer Line

When Alex Kim wanted to
teach his toddler how to pre-
pare meals, he tried every-
thing including the kitchen
sink.

Mr. Kim, a 23-year-old pro-
gram manager at a defense

acrospace company. decided to
upgrade his son's play kitchen
and installed a working faucet
and drain. He also purchased a
mini-fridge and stocked it with
snacks and milk.
“We try to incorporate him
in everyvthing we're doing,™
Fiease turn to page AI0

Rules Bend With Booster Demand

By Roeme WHELAN

Doctors and pharmacies are
rapidly signing up patients for
Cowid-19 booster shots, many
without requiring proof of eli-
gibility under standards that
federal officials set last week.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration and the federal Cen-
ters for Disease Control and
Prevention have authorized a
third shot of the vaccine made
by Pfizer Inc. and BioNTech SE
for a wide swath of the U5,
population. Anyvone over age

65 is eligible for a booster
shot, as is anvone over 18 with
a pre-existing condition pre-
disposing the person toward a
sewvere case of Cowvid-19, Also
eligible are those with a job or
living situation that poses a
higher risk of contracting
Cowid-19. Boosters for all pa-
tients must be given at least
six months after an initial
Pfizer vaccine course
Patients who received ini-
tial doses of the vaccines made
by Moderna Inc. and Johnson
& Johnson aren‘t eligible yet.

Approval of a booster regimen
for those patients is expected
in the coming months. The
FDrA did amend its emergency-
use authorization in August,
however, to allow a third Mod-
erna dose for inrmunocompro-

mised people.
Debbie Hirsch, a 67-year-old
retired special-education
Please turnto page AT

* YouTube to pull videos with
waccine falsehoods.. ... AT

# The Middle Seat: Insights on
Covid-19 risks on planes_. A1l
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Huawei’'s reboot

Sanctions-hit group looks for new
ways fO Qrow — BiG READ, PAGE 15

Goldmanin China

Shifting sands leave Wall Street
powerhouse adrift —pace 7

Unspent youth

Drinks groups brace for the teetotal
generation —erOOKE MASTERS, PAGE 17

Eurozone consumer activity
returns to pre-pandemic levels

® Recovery takes hold & Leisure rebound suggests confidence & Energy prices pose threat

VALENTINA ROMEl — LONDON

Buropeans are shopping, eating out,
travellng and visiting dnemas as much
as they did before the pand emic ina sign
of retwrning consumer confldence
across the surozome.

Data on economic activity in Septem-
ber sunggest that consumers feal
embaoldened by high vaccination rates,
despite worrying economic mews,
inchuding higher energy bills, supply
chain disruptions and fears of a slow-
down in China. “For now, data remain
consistent with a decent pace of recow-
ery,” said Davide Omeglia, an economist
at TE Lombard, a research and macr-
‘oeconomic forecasting consultancy.

Some of the rebound is because
sdhoals have reopened and workers are
returning to offices. This is reflected in
the use of airports and domestic public
transport in the eurozone, which both
reached their highest levels since the
pandemic began, according to mobility
data from Google and Apple.

But an increase in leisure activities
also “sUgRests CONSWIErs A oW Imore
confident”, sald Marion Amilot, senlor
ecommist at rating agency S&P.

Cinema revenues have already
returned to pre-pandemic levels,
according todata from Box O fice Mojo.

Policymakers increasingly monitor
non-standand econofmlke measures, such
as mobility indicators, for a timely but
less comprehensive snapshot of eco-
nomdc activity than efidal data.

The rise in consumer confidence
comes amid a fall in Covid-19 infections
and a doubling over the past three
months In the number of those fully
vaccinated. As of mid-September,
nearly two-thirds of the reglon’s popula-
thon had received two jabs.

“Our recovery tracker posted a strong
gainin the first half of September, rising
by acurmulative 25 polnts to a new pan-
demic high,” sid sconomist Micala No-
bille, at consultant Oxferd Economics.

As consumption accounted for

Kishida wins leadership
race to become Japan's PM

Fuméo Kishida, lapan’s tormer foreign
mimister, will be the country’s next
peime mintster after he won a tightty
contested leadership race In which the
ruling Liboral Deocratic party stakod
Its future an stability rather than
gambireg on 2 new generation of
leaders. Kishida Is expected fo bring
pradictablliry, meaning close US ties: a
steady increase In defence spending 1o
counter China and aggressive near-
tarm monetary and fiscal stimuhes.
PaFtY opts for STatus Guo « PAST 4

Tourists at the
Arcde
Triomphe,
Paris. Figures on
economic
acthvity in
September

t
feel emboldencd
by high Covid-19
jab rates
ot Euhs

1.9 percentage points of the eurczone’s
2.2 per cent growth in the second quar-
ter, Chiara Zangarelli of Nomura fore-
cast that the bloc’s economic recowery
would continue and predicted a 2.3 per
cent expansion in the third quarter.

An GECT weekly tracker of cconomic
activity, which uses real-time high-
frequency indicators, rose above 2019
levels at the beglnning of September In
MOSt CHIOEO e CouniTies.

The labour market also remains
strong, with jobvacancies continuing to
rise, sy data from job site Tndeed.

The positive momentum might give
ithe European Central Bank confidence
theat it can seale back its emergency

pandemic programme of asset put-
chases next year, sald Marchel Alexan-
drovich, an economist at investment
bank jefferies.

He forecast that the eurozone eoon-
omy would return to iits pre-pandemic
bevel over the next two quarters.

However, eurozone growth might
slow over the coming moenths. China's

| The economy was| back
from the brink, but not
completely out of the woods™

Christine Lagarde, ECB preshdemt

economic slowdown could hit export-
rs, mternational travel is still about 30
per cent below pre-pandemic levels and
supphy-chain snags have hit manfac-
turers hard.

The surozone’s recovery lags behimd
that of the US and China, whose scono-
mies have already reached pre-
prandemic kevels

Christine Lagarde, ECE president,
said yesterday that the eurozone econ-
omy was “back from the brink, but not
completely out of the woods”, and that
supply bottlenecks “seem to be acceler-
ating in some areas” such as container
shipping and semiconductors.
‘Central banks warn on delays page i

JiH BICKARD — BRMGHTOM
MATHALIE THOMAS — EDIFMIURGH

A minority stake in a new £20bn
nmuclear power station on England’s
east coast will be sold to institutional
investors or floated on the stock mar-
ket under UK govermment plans to oust
China’s OGN from the project.

The Eritish government is nearing a
deal which would force state-owned
OGN to give up its 20 per cent stake in
the proposed Sizewell C nuclear plant in
suffolk.

Under the plans, the government
would hold the stake until it could be
sold on to institutional Investors,
according to people briefed on the situa-
tion. Another option to float the stake
on the stock market throwgh an initial
public offering ks alss being examined,

UK set to force sale of China-owned
stake in £20bn nuclear power station

reported in July that ministers were
exploring ways to remove CGN from
future naclear including the
Sizewell plant, following a cooling in
relathons betweenLondon and Beljing.

CGN's involvement in Britain's
nuclear programme has come under
scruting since Chinese telecoms equip-
ment maker Huawel was banned from
its 5G mobile phone network last year,

Relations between London and Bel-
jing have become increasingly tense
over issues including China’s clamp-
down on dissent in Hong Kong.

This Ias led to afresh appraisal of Chi-
nese involvement in the UK, with
Increased sensithvity around nvest-
ment incritical infrastructure.

The US put OGN on an export black-
list in 2009, alleging that it had stelen Us
technology for military purposes,

2015, OGN would pay 20 per cent of the
development costs for the Sizewell
plant, with an option to participate in
construction once investment decisions
had been finalised. The UK's business
department said talks were under way
with EDF, the French energy group that
holds the remaining B0 per cent of the
project, about the OGN stake.

“0GN is currently a shareholder in
Sizewell Cup untl] the polnt of the gov-
ermment’s final investment decision,” it
sabd. “Megotiations are ongoing and no
final decision has been taken,” EDF and
OGN declined to comment.

BEritain’s civil nuclear programme,
which has been dogged by years of
delays, is in the spotlight following a
rescent spike in wholess e gas prices that
have raised questions over the country's
fusture snergy securiny.
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Briefing

= Ailing Evergrande sells olf bank stake
Evergrande has raised Rmbl0obn ($1.5bn) by selling
part of its stake in a bank to a state-mm vestment
group, as the heavily indebted Chinese property
developer battles for survival — paces

= Russia arrests cyber security expert

Ilya sachkoy, founderof one of Russia’s largest cyber
security companies, has been arrested on susplcion
of state treason and will be held in anotorious priscn
rum by the security services for two months.— PAsE 2

= Business fear for global supply chains
Supphy chalns are atrisk undess governments restope
freedom of movement to transport workers and give
them priorty onvaccines, acoalition of
International business leaders has warned,— pace s

» Nissan ex-legal head faces jail-term call
Japanese called fora

twe-ear sentence for Greg Kelly,
Missan'sex-legal affairs head, for

the part allegedly playedina
“conspiracy” to conceal the pay

of ex-chairCarlos Ghosn,— pace s

= Andersson vows to fight Sweden's gangs
Magdalena Andereson, onoourse tobe Sweden's first
femalbe prime minister after being nominated as
leader of the Social Democrats, has vowed toleave
“no stone unturned” in fighting gang crime.— pace 3

= Europe's lemders close in on Basel I

Eurcpe’sbanks have closed the gap on reaching new

global capital standards that come fully into force in

2028, after pandembc curbs on dividend payouts
dlmﬁﬂshmta— PAGE &

= Japan’s GPIF set to shun China bonds
The world’s largest pension fund will shun renminbi-
denominated Chinese soverelgn bomds fromits
175t portfolio, citing quidity concerns and other
risksin the world 5 second -largest economy.— Pace 19

Datawatch
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Today, clouds and sunshine, breezy,
dry, cool, high 65. Tonight, clear,
cool, low 52 Tomorrow, mostly
sunny, remaining cool, dry weather,
high 66. Weather map. Page AZ4.
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A blocked street last week in downtown Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. The country has a crucial role in outfitting American consumers.

Lockdowns in Vietnam Ripple Across the World

After E.U. Exit,
Loss of Drivers

Hits UK. Hard

By ESHE NELSON
and MEGAN SPECIA

LONDON — For more thamn
three decades David Carden
drove across England's Midlands,
transporting tens of thousands of
liters of fuel from holding tanks to
service stations. The fammable
liguid made it a dangerous job re-
quiring skill and caution, but
when he started the pay and the
benefits were good, enabling him
to support his young family.

Gradually the conditions wors-
ened for drivers. The hours got
longer, roadside facilities deterio-
rated and the benefits were cut.

“Eventually” Mr Carden said,
“we lost an awful lot of what made
the job worth doing.

In 2017, he guit.

Mow, as a critical shortage of
truck drivers has caused gas
pumps to run dry across the coun-
try and disrupted the lives of thou-
. Britons and their leaders in
Parliament are delivering a plain-
tive message: We need you.

The government is sending out
a letter to nearly 1 million people
wiho hold a license todrive a beavy
goods vehicle, urging them back
onto the road. And it is relaxing

MARY TURNER FOR THE
Parking at a truck stop in Ret-
ford, England, on Tuesday.

wisa restrictions for thousands of
foreign workers, in the hope of lar-
ing them into temporary work i
Britain.

But the government might find
few people taking them up on the
offers. Mr. Carden, 57, was firm in
his resolve: “There is no chanece T
would go back into that industry™

His disenchantment under-
scores the steep challenges facing
the industry. Tens of thousands of
drivers from the European Union
have left the country — in large
part hecause Brexit made it clear

Continnwed on Page A5

SAPNA MAHESHWARIT
and PATRICLA COHEN

After a bruising 18 months of
the pandemic, this fall repre-
sented a fresh start for the apparel
company Everlane. Itwas prepar-
ing to release a slew of new prod-
wucts, with September marking the
beginning of an ambitious mar-
keting campaign around its den-
im.

Instead, Ewverlane has spemt
this month scrambling just to get
Jjeans — along with other product s
like bags and shoes — out of Viet-
nam, where a surge in coronavi-
rus cases has forced factories to
either close or operate at severely
reduced capacity with staff living
in on-site bubbles,

“At this point, we have factories
in 100 percent lockdown,” Michael
Preysman, Everlane's chief exec-
utive, said in an interview. “Do we

Viruss Surge Shutters
Makers of Apparel
and Footwear

fly things over? Do we move
things? Do we adjust in the fac-
tory? It's a nonstop game of Tet-
ris”

Vietnam has grown in recent
wears o become the second-big-
gest supplier of apparel and
footwear to the United States after
China. Vietnam made it through
the first part of the pandemic rela-
tively unscathed, but now the
Delta variant of the coronavirus is
on a rampage, highlighting the un-
even distribution of vaccines glob-
ally and the perils that new out-
breaks pose to the worlds econ-
omy.

With the holiday season fast ap-
proaching, many American retail-
ers are anticipating delays and
shortages of goods, along with
higher prices tied to labor and al-
ready  skyrocketing  shipping
costs. Everlane said it was facing
delays of four to eight weeks, de-
pending on when f{actories it
i 1n Vietnam had
closed. MNike cut its sales forecast
last week, citing the loss of 10
weeks of production in Viemnam
since mid-July and reopenings set
to start in phases in October.

“We weren't anticipating a full
lockdown,” said Jana Gold, a sen-
ior  director  with  Alvarez &
Marsal's consumer and recail
group, who has been helping re-
tailers with supply chain issues.
“We're going to continue to see a
high demand for goods from
highly vaccinated countries or re-

Continuwed on Page A1Z

A Judge Frees Spears From Her

This article is by Joe Coscarelli.
Julin Jacobs and Liz Day.

For more than a decade, Brit-
ney Spears bristled behind closed
doors at the court-approved con-
trol her father, James P Spears,
held over her life and fortune.

Mow, for the first time since
2008, Ms. Speears, 39, will be with-
out her father's oversight, a Los
Angeles judge has ruled, as the
singer moves toward terminating
her conservatorship altogether,

At a hearing on Wednesday,
Judge Brenda Penny granted a
petition by Ms. Spearss lawwvern
suspending Mr. Spears, 69, from

position as overseer of his
ighter's $60 million estate — a
mowve Ms. Spears was pleading for,
her lawyer said.

“This man does not belong in
her life, your honor, for another
day” Mathew S, Rosengarl, who
ook over as the singer's lawyer in
July, argued in court. “Please hear
the plea of my client” said that
it would be a “disaster” for Mo
Spears 1o remain in her life,

Lawyers for Mr Spears said
that the conservatorship should
be ended instead, c Iing hi<

record AS CONServaLor
ble” But after hearing Ernm h-nth
=sides, the judge agreed that sus-
pending Mr. Spears was in his
daughter's bestinterest. “The cur-
rent situation is not tenable”
Judge Penny said.

She named a California  ac-
countant, John Zabel, as the tem-

Father’s Control

L

WELES OB THE MEW ¥R TIMES

Britney Spears supporters near a Los Angeles court Wedneaday.

porary conservator of the singer’s
finances, as M Rosengart had re-
quested.

The major decision in Los Ange-
les Superior Court — which was
greeted with cheers from  Ms.
Spears’s supporters outside
capped a whirlwind summer in
the 13-year conservatorship, after
the singer broke her public silence
atahearing in June, calling the ar-

rangement abusive and exploit-
ative, and bringing even more at-
tention to the unuswal and closely
watched case,

“1am traumatized,” Ms. Spears
said in court at the time, asking for
those overseeing the conservator-
ship o be investigated and jailed,
and singling out her father as “the
ane who approved all of it™

Continued o Page ALE

Senate Centrist
Angers the Left
Back at Home

Sinema Holds Key Vote
— Olutcry in Arizona

By JACK HEALY
and EMILY COCHRANE

PHOENIX — Jade Duran once
spent her weekends knocking on
doors po cam n for Senator
Kyrsten Sinema, the stubbornly
centrist Democrat whose wvote
could seal the fate of a vast Demao-
eratic effort to remake America’s
social safety net. But no more,

When Ms. Sinema Famously
gave a thumbs down to a 315 min-
imum wage and refused to eliml
nate the filibester Lo pass new wol-

ing rights laws this year, Ms. Du-
ran, a Democrat and biomedical
engineer from Phoenix, decided

tests
Phoenix offices, whlc:h have been
taking place since the summer
Mearly 50 people have been ar-
resvedd.

“It really feels like she does not
care ghowut her voters” said WS
Duran, 33, who was arrested in
July aLapmu:ﬂ “T weill never vote
for her again.”

Ms. Sinema, a onetime school
social worker amd Green Party-
aligned activist, vaulted through
the ranks of Arizona politics by
running as a zealous bipartisan
willing to break with her fellow
Democrats. She counts John Me-
Cain, the Republican senator wiwo
died in 2018, as a hero, and has
found support from independent
wvoters and moderate suburban
women in a state where Maverick
is practically its own party

But now, Ms. Sinema is facing a
growing political revolt at home
from the voters who once counted
themselves among her most de-
wvoted supporters. Many of the
state’s most fervent Democrals
now see her as an obstructionist
whose refusal vosign on to a major
social policy and climate change
hill has helped imperil the parys
agenda,

Litthe can proceed without the
approval of Ms. Sinema, one of
o margues Democratiec moder-
ates in an evenly divided Senate.
While she has balked at the 53.5
trillion price tag and some of the
tax-raising provisions of the bill,
which is opposed by all Republi-
cans in Congress, Democrats in
Washington and back home in Ari-
zona have grown exasperabed.

While the Senate Democrats’
other high-profile holdout, Joe
Manchin 11 of West Virginia, has
publicly outlined his concerns
with key elements of the Demao-
cratic agenda in statements to
swarms of reporters, Ms. Sinema
has been far more enigmatic and
has largely declined to issue pub-
lic comments.

Mr. Biden, White House offi-

Continued on Page AL

DEMOCRATS SEEK
WAY TO PROTECT
BIDEN’S AGENDA

PROGRESS ON SHUTDOWN

Social Spending Measure
and Infrastructure
Bill Imperiled

By EMILY COCHRANE

and JIM TANKERSLEY
WASHINGTON Democrats
prepared legislation on Wednes-
day 0 avert a government shur-
doem this week, but they were
desperately trying to salvage
President Biden's  domestic
agenda as conservative-leaning
holdouts dug in against an ambi-
tious $3.5 trillion social safety net
and climate hill that carries many

of the party’s top priorities.
Congressional leaders moved to
address  the  most  immediate
threat, working to complete a bill
o prevent a government funding
lapse at midnight on Thursday.
Yet after days of intensive negoti-
ations to bridge bitter differences
in their party over Mr Biden's two
biggest legislative priori

T KIRKPATRE »:-e e THE K
“Oive hour at a time,” Speaker
Nancy Pelasi said Wednesday.

president and top Democrats ap-
peared as far as ewver from an
agreement on their marquee so-
cial paolicy package, which the
White House calls the Build Back
Bemer plan.

That, in turm, was imperiling a
51 trillion bipartisan infrastruc-
ture bill that was scheduled for a
House vaote on Thursdas:

The fate of the two measures
could define the success of M. Bi-
den's presidency, and the intense
negotiations  surrounding  them
have posed a test of his skills as a
deal maker, which he highlighted
as a calling card during his cam-
paign for the White House, But af-
ter days of personal meetings
with laswmakers in the Owval Office
and phone calls to key players, M.
Biden remained far short of a deal.

Dramatizing the challenge,
Senator Joe Manchin 1T of West
Virginia, a leading holdout on the
social policy bill, issued a lengthy
and strongly worded statement on
Wednesday evening reiterating

Continued on Page AI5

As Hochul Fills a War Chest,
Donors and Rivals Take Stock

By NICHOLAS FANDOS and KATIE GLUECK

Even for the governor of one of
the nation's largest states, it was a
whirlwind few days. Gow. Kathy
Hochul of Mew York greeted Pres-
ident Biden, bumped fists with the
prime minister of Ireland, shook
hands with Jay-Z and escorted
British royalty though the World
Trade Center site.

But perhaps the meeting with
the highest stakes for the gover-
nor's political future took place in-
side an imposing limestone man-
sion near Central Park after busi-
ness hours last Wednesday.

Assembled inside were nearly
two dozen of New York's best-con-
nected real estate developers,
businessmen and lobbyists — the
kind of deep-pocketed donors

whose support is crucial to win-
ning statewide campaigns.

There was John Catsimatidis,
the Republican grocery store and
oil refining magnate; Scott Rech-
ler, whose company owns iconic
Mew York skyscrapers; Alfonse
M. D*Amato, a former Republican
senator urned lobbyist; and Den-
nis Mehiel, a cardboard baron
who played host for the evening.

Mr Catsimatidis described the
dinner, where Ms. Hochul raised
some $200,000, as a “high-end
business get-together to discuss
not losing any more people from
Mew York.™

But for the new governor and
the amendees paying between

Continued on Page AL9
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For Those Meltable Moments
Of the 37 new
emojis approved
this year by
something
called the Uni-
code Congor-
tium, one has
stood out as a
visual

for our collective
malsise in the pandemic era.

Out of Step With the Public

In picking a stalwart as prime minister,
Japan’s governing party ignored many
voters' preference for o candidate with
bold solutions. News Analysis, PAGE AR

Rebuilding Amid the Rubble

A small Afghan village outside Ghaznd
found itself on a critical supply artery
as the Taliban swiftly advanced. [t paid
a heavy price. PAGE A4

Warding Off ‘Stallkkerware”
SPVWANE CAN record Your conversa-
tions, location and everything you type,
all while camouflaged as an innocent
app. Here's what vou can do, PAGE B

Battling Misinformation
YouTube is banning accounts of anti-

vaccine activists, joining its social media
cohorts in fighting falsehoods.  PAGE B1

A Historic Might at the Opera
With Terence Blanchard’s “Fire Shut Up
in My Bones” the Met came back from
its long shutdown more determined Lo
draw new and more diverse audiences,
Javier C. Herndndez writes. PAGE C1

Bringing Out the Long Knives
Horses, puppets and a paradoxical frog:
These are the ways that Tracy Letts
talks about morally bereft men in three
heartbreaking, brutally short plays.

® 9
h

MNATIONAL AI3-20. 24

Debating Congestion Pricing

At a series of hearings, New Yorkers
argued over who should be exempt and
who should help decide. PAGE AlS

PAGE D3
SPORTS B&-10

False Arrest Preceded Murder . . . A o Jesse Green has the review.  PAGEC1

The details of the abduction, rape and Haitians Helping Haitians Diversifying ‘March Madness”

murder of a woman in London by a Members of a Philadelphia church The lucrative branding of the M.C.A_A. OPINION A22.23 | II| ||| I" |I"
police officer in March were laid out pitched in Lo sponsor a migrant family. menmn's basketball tournament will be

publicly for the first time. PAGE AS Then came a ot more. PAGE AlE shared with the women's event. PAGE BS Ross Douthat PAGE 422 o 3546 '|
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Boards
reshaped
by state’s
laws on

diversity

Legally tenuous rules
nevertheless unleash
a wave of change in
corporate America.

By Evan HaLPER

WASHIMNGTON — When
Dr. Maria Rivas joined the
‘board of a medical tech firm
called Medidata a few years
ago, she was a novelty: The
company had never had a
worman in that role.

Medidata was no outlier,
Rivas, chielf medical officer
at Merck, had impressive
credentials when she
breached the rarefied world
of boardrooms in 2018, but
much of corporate America
wasn't lcolcing for candi-
dates like her. “It is unfortu-
nately comfortable for hu-
mans to go with people who
looklikethey do,” Rivas sald,

For hundreds of public
companies, that meant fill-
ing boards exclusively from
their networks of familiar
faces — typically white men.

Then California ouk-
lawed the all-white-male
‘boardroorn.

The state's requirements
that publicly traded corpo-
rations diversify their
boardrooms were ridiculed
as quixotic by conservative
columnists and some corpo-
rate chieftains. The courts
are still threatening to erase
the guotas. the first of which
were signed into law in 2008

But California is having
the last laugh. Even as the

[Sese Boardroom, A7]

UNITED STATES or

CALIFORNIA

MNa state has had a bigger
impact on the direction of the
United States than California,
a prolific incubator and ex-
porter of cutside-the-bax
policies and ideas. This occca-
sional series examines what
that has meant for the state
and the country, and how far
Washington is w g to go to
spread Califarnia’s agenda as
the state's own struggles
threaten its standing as the
nation’s think tank

& 2021

—
WALLY SEALLS Los Angeles Times

PARTIAL VICTORY FOR #FREEBRITNEY

A judge suspended Britney Spears’ father as conservator of the pop star's estate and set a hearing for an
end to the conservatorship. Supporter Jakeyonce cries after the ruling in downtown LA CALIFORNLA, Bi

A pandemic tale of two states

As Florida kept cases and deaths modest without restrictions,
some favorably compared it with California. Then, Delta hit.

By Ronce-Gorne Len IT,
Marissa EVvanNs
AND SEAN GREENE

Since the beginning of
the COWVID-19 pandemic,
California and Florida have
stood as polar opposites in
how governments have re-
sponded to the coronavirus.

Gov. Gavin Newsom last
year backed sweeping stay-
at-home orders in Califor-
nia, and this summer sup-
ported targeted vaceination
requirements and indoor
mask rules. In Florida, Gow.
Raon DeSantis led efforts to
guash health rules: He
issued an order prohibiting
mask reqguirements and
signed a law banning so-
called vaccine passports —
mandates by businesses or
government agencies to
show proof of vaccination to
gain services.

The divergent ap-
proaches have been the sub-
Ject of endless partisan de-

But with the Delta wvar-
iant raging this summer,
data show Florida has fallen
significantly behind Califor-

COVID-19 deaths by state

Florida has the second-highest rate of COVID-1%
deaths, and California the ninth, among the 10 most

populous states.

Cumulative deaths per 100,000 residents
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Johrs Hopkins University

nia in many key metrics. It
marks a reversal forthe Sun-
shine State, which last win-
ter was hailed by some con-
servatives for keeping
COVID-18 deaths and oo-
ronavirus cases relatively
modest without major re-
strictions.
A les Times
analysis found that of the
nation’s 50 states, Florida
had the worst COVID-1%
death and coronavirus case
rates for the summer.
California’s summer
death rate was about one-
sixth of Florida’s, and its co-
ronavirus  case rate was
about two-thirds lower.
Florida recorded 14,334
COVID-19 deaths inthe sum-
mer, or 70 fatalities per every
300,000 residents — the
worst tally of any state. Cali-
fornia saw 4,874 deaths dur-
ing the same period, aceord-
ing to Johns Hopkins Uni-
wersity, equaling 12 per every

California

Jar.
2021

April July Oct.

Li.A. puts off indoor vaccine mandate

Buscaino balks, delaying

inoculation at many indoor venues, CALIFORNLA, B3 L:

BOO00M residents,

California and Florida
hawve followed differing paths
during this 19-month pan-
demic: Through the fall of
2020, Florida's death rate
See Florida, A6]
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PHILIPPINE coast guard dinghies patrol near Chinese vessels at Whitsun Reef
in the South China Sea, where China has viclated others’ maritime boundaries.

‘Angels of the Sea’ keeping
watch over Philippine waters

By DavIiD PIERSON
AND AIE BALAGTAS SER

MANILA — The foreign
fishing boats were deep in
Philippine waters near a
speck of coral reef known as
Sabina Shoal. They bore no
official markings, but their
‘blue hulls of reinforced steel
— used to ram other vessels
— were the telltale signs of

Chinese maritime militia.
‘They had not come to fish,
but to stake a claim to the
sea.

A white patrol ship ap-
proached. A woman's voice
lifted through the crackle of
a radio: " This is Philippine
coast guard. You are within
Philippine exclusive econo-
mic mone. ¥ou are requested
to provide the following:
name of wvessel, intention,

last and next port of call.”
‘The standoff quietly
ended as all seven Chinese
boats pulled up anchor and
salled to other waters. The
radio  operator, HEnsign
Greteh Mary AcUario, was
hailed a hero on social media
and lauded in local news re-
ports as “the woman who
made the Chinese ships go
a e
[See Philippines, Ad)

It’s legal now, and
dogs gobble it up

More pet owners are reporting
their animals eating cannabis
edibles — and having bad trips

By Susanne Rust

MENLCO PARK, Calif, — Bentley seemed to be ina
haze. Normally this 12-pound Chibhuahua-terrier mix
would never refuse hot, fesh French Mries from a drive-
through fast food joint. Bul on a recent warnm alter-
naoon, he turmed his head away at his owner's offer.

“He wouldn't take them, so T knew something was
wrong. He was just out of it.” said Dana Long, a resi-
dent of Tiburon. Long eventually took his dog to the
veterinarian, who informed him that his typlically
sprightly and voracious Bentley was stoned. He had
likely picked up a chocolate edible on the fields of a
nearby middle school, where Longs daughter was
Playing softbhall.

While excess cannabis consumption by canines is
nol new, cases are growing as more and more states le-
galize the drug, and its use becomes more widespread,
according to the American Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals. The group's poison hotline sug-
Zests that as more and more states have legalized rec-
reational marijuana. reports of marijuana toxicity in
dogs have also growrn.

Between 20017 and 2020, national call volume forcan-
nabis ingestion rose from 1,436 to 3,923 cases, said Tina
Wismer, a veterinarian and senior director of the New
YWork-based ASFCA Puison Control Center.

‘Those numbers are likely just a fraction of the true
incidence of marijjuana poisonings — reporting to the
control center is voluntary — but the trend is clear.
In California, where recre- [See Edibles, Al12]

latimes.com

Council
districts
may get
a major

redraw

Raman and Krekorian,
whao would see big
changes, call the
remap unfair.

By DaviD ZAHNISER

When Los Angeles Coun-
cilwoman Nithya Raman
won hercampaign forcity of-
fice last year, her victory was
historic on multiple levels.

Raman ousted an incum-
bent — a rare event at City
Hall — and delivered an
enormous win to some of the
city's most politically prog-
ressive activists, She also re-
ceived more votes than any
council candidate in city his-
tory, in part because the con-
test coincided with the pres-
idential election.

Now, after less than a
wyear in office, Raman could
see much of of her Holly-
wood Hills district disap-
pear — redesigned dramati-
cally as part of the city's
once-a-decade redistricting
process following the release
of U.S8. Census data.

The Los Angeles City
Council Redistricting Com-
mission, a group of political
appointees that's redrawing
the 15 district boundaries, is
weighing & proposal that
would slice off many of the
neighborhoods that made
up Raman's district: Sher-
man Oaks, Hancock Park,
Miracle Mile, Park La Brea
and portions of Silver Lake,
where she resides. The re-
drawn district. if approved,
would push north into the
San Fernando Valley, reach-
ing the semi-rural horse
eountry of Shadow Hills.

In recent days. Raman
has begun arguing that the
proposal, known as Draft
Map K2, would silence the
woices of the tens of thou-
sands of people who elected
herlast year.

“This map erases the re-
sults of an election and de-
nies Angelenos the repre-
sentation they voted for less
than ayearago,”she saidina
statement.

The future of Raman's
4th Council District is just
oneof several contentiousis-
sues before the commission,
which must submit a final
draft map to the council by
the end of October.

Activists in Watts have
been pushing for their neigh-
borhood to be moved out of
Councilman Joe Buscaino's
district and into the one
represented by Councilman
Curren Price. In another
section of South Los Ange-

[See Districta, A12]

23 more species
now extinet

.S, wildlife officials
declare the wvory-billed
wroodpoecker among the
latest to disappear.
PERSPECTIVES, A2

Citizenship plan
suffers a blow
The Senate parliamen-
tarian rejects proposal
in the Democrats”
social spending bill.
MNATION, A5

Keller’'s guilty
plea in riot case
Oy mpic swinming
medalist was among
those who stormed
the U.S. Capitol on
Jan. 6. SPORTS, BE10

Weather
Sunny and warmer.
L.A. Basin: 87/63. B6

Printed with soy nks on %
partially recveled paper. T e
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BUSINESS INSIDE:

Should airlines share their lists of banned fliers with one another? A8
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Seis pumas retenidos
en Australia por
romper la burbuja

Los acusande haberviolado las restricciones
sanitariasen unasalida recreativa; sin
esos jugadores, enfrentardn el sibadoala

seleccidn local. Deportes, piginaB

espectdculos

Seestrena Sin tiempo para morir, la
peliculaen laque Daniel Craiginterpreta
por dltima vez al mitico espia britinico;
llega el final de la saga. Pagina 4

JAMES BOND ESTA DE MAS ARGENTINOS SE
REGRESO, ESTA VEZ APURAN PARA VIAJAR
PARA DESPEDIRSE A ESTADOS UNIDOS

coronavirus

Hay una fuerte demanda para volar antes
del 1° de noviembre; desde esa fecha no
podrinentrar los que estén vacunados
con Sputnik. Pagina 21

LA NACION
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LANACION.COM. AR

El dolar toco los maximos
del afio vy caen las reservas

nerviosismo. El blue siguié en $187 y sube $5,50 en lo que va del mes; los financieros
continuaron en alza; el BCRA vendio US$60 millones y retrocede su tenencia neta

Javier Blanco

LA HACTON

Aunque ¢l Gobierno parece subesti-
marlo, el clima de nerviosismo que
fueganandoal mercadotras kas PASD
sé reflejaen undato: todos los precios
delddlar—en sus distintasversiones—
alcanzaronen lostdltimeosdiasnuevos

miaximos en el afio. Fue el caso de los
financieros ayer.aungue luego fueron
contenidos por laintervencidn oficial
El blue, en tanto, se manmuveo en 5187,

El impulso que le faltaba al bille-
te surgio de la decision de la admi-
nistracidn Ferndndez de acelerar el
£asto en un intento de tratar de dar
vuelta la eleccidn. Eso obliga a tra-

bajaradestajoauna“maquinita”de
imprimir billetes que funciona sin
pausa desde hace dos afios, aunque
Ilademanda de pesosnoreacciona. Y
enunmomentosensible: cuandolas
reservaspropiasdel BCRA vuetvena
estar en franca declinacion. Aver, la
entidad tuvo que vender US$60 mi-
llones més. Continia en la pagina 14

EL ESCENARIO

[amano de Dios vel
bolsillo del mercado

Luis Cortina
Paginal5

Dolor y reclamo de mas
seguridad en Mar del Plata

Familiares del asesinado D] Leandro Gatti em:abezaron la manifestacién en reclamo de justicia y mas pmesemna]!oliclal

seguridad

MAR DEL PLATA .~ Familiares, vecinos y colegas del asesinado DJ Leandro
Gatti se manifestaron ayer en reclamode justicia ante ese crimen cometido por motochormos
¥ pidieron mayor presencia policial en las zonas de diversion nocturna. Pagina 26

BARA SOSTI

Si gana, la
oposicion
pedirala
presidencia
de Diputados

CONGRESO. Lo asegurd
Maria Eugenia Vidal,
de Juntos por el Cambio

La candidata a diputada por la
ciudad de Buenos Aires de Juntos
por el Cambio Maria Eugenia Vi-
dal asegurd ayer que |a coalicidn
opositoratendré la “oportunidad”
de reclamar la presidencia de la
Camarade Diputados sialcanzala
primera minoria en las proximas
elecciones. Para apuntar al lugar
queocupael diputadoSergio Mas-
sa, Juntos por el Cambio debe pa-
sardel 40%quelogroen las prima-
rias anivel nacional al 45% en las
elecciones generales del préximo
14 de noviembre, Pagina1l

EL ESCENARIO

La encrucijada:
quién gobierna
el dia después
Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

Pagina 10

La jubilacion
anticipada, para
unos 30.000
beneficiarios
Péginals

Pedi tu Echeq desde Online Banking.
iEs mas agil y 100% digital!

Conocé mads en Sontander.com.ar

iEl cheque papel ya no va mas!

«» Santander

Para carkee de coRmEme y comencial. Dborgarmieni sueto 3 pondicones do CORLAECKn ¥ evaluacion crediicl. Los acdonists de
Rawrwn Santarade Bio SA. 1o irigunden e st & s nbgradisn accionaia
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LIBERDADE
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EXPRESSAO

O empresario Luciano Hang mostra cartaz durante discussao em seu depoimento aos senadores da CPI que investiga as agbes do governo federal na pandemia da Covid redr Ladsira Folbapress

Punic¢io de Caboclo
éaprovada em
assembleia da CBF

Os 27 presidente
deragdes estadu .
diram, por unanimidade,
que Rogério Caboclo ficara
afastado da presidénciada
CBF por 21 meses, emn ra-
zao de acusacoes de assé-
dio sexual e moral de sua
ex-secretaria. Esporte B6

EUA querem 3 voos
semanais ao Brasil
com deportados
Diante do awmento de bra-
sileiros detidos na frontei-
ra, 0os EUA querem passar
de 1 para 3 os voos sema-
nais com deportados. O
governo brasileiro ja con-
cordou com 2 partidas e
pediuo fimdo uso dealge-
mas no trajeto. Mundo AZ0

Nio sou candidato a
vice de ninguém, declara
Eduardo Leite e

EDITORIAIS AZ

Vetos em queda

Sobre sinais da fragilida-
de politica de Bolsonaro.
Temores globais

Acercade risco inflaciona-
rio e impacto nomercado.

ESSE | B4 3T
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Bo S por BT
Demoligdo do
tradicional toboga
chega ao fim
no Pacaembu

=

Flamengo avanca e
encara o Palmeiras
em final brasileira
da Libertadores

- ;
Demoligao do toboga do Pacaembu, em SP simon Plestenjak fuoL

Com mais vagas que
profissionais, setor
de Tl atrai quem quer
mudar de carreira p.1

ustra C1
Daniel Craig se
despede de ‘007' em
meio a duvida sobre
novo protagonista

Total da populac¢io vacinada

et i R Total de doses aplicadas
Brasil 70,4% 42,2% Brasil 146 -1|- 85,3 f\-- :?:
Ms 75,6% 56,8% 1= 5P 34,8 mi 25mi L2 mi
sP B, 4% 56,0% MG 4.7 mi T8 mi ARG mil
RS 73,8% 481% R MEm Ssmi 350,2mil
Dados das 20h de 28 set | “Tomou dose dnica ou ¥ dose | **Tomou dose dnica ou I* dose

Sérgio Rodrigues Anvisa autoriza

A bananalidade importar remédios
do mal contra cincer
J4 estavam claras na cam- Saidde B2

panha eleitoral as inclina-
¢oes moralmente defor-
madas e assassinas de uma
seita politica chamada bol-
sonarismo. O escandaloda
Prevent Senior é apenas
o amadurecimento des-
sa bananosa. cotidiano B3

Um milhdo da area
da satide terao 32
dose, afirma Doria
Saide B2

E COROLLA.

AO E cCc1rvic.

VESA
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Hang admite ter
financiado kit Covid,
mas nao fake news

Convocado por CPIl, empresario bolsonarista diz que
mae usou coquetel medicamentoso, 0 gue antes negara

O empresario Luciano Hang,
aliado do presidente Jair Bol-
sonaro, confirmouem depo-
imento na CPI da Covid que
mantém “duas ou trés con-
tas” no exverior, das quais
afirmou que a Receita esti
ciente. Disse também que
fez campanha em Brusque
{SC), sua cidade, para com-
prar medicamentos do “kit
Covid" e dod-los a hospitais

os remédios em gquestao
n&o sao eficazes no combate
A0 NOVO COrDNaviruis .

Hang negou, contudo, que
financie a divulgac¢ao de in-
formacdes falsas sobre a
pandemia, motivo maior de
sua convocagio para depor.

No momento mais tenso
da audiéncia, o empresario
disse que nao permitiria que
a morte de sua mae, decor
rente da doenca, fosse usa-
da para fins politicos. E de-
clarou rer sido surpreendi-
do pelo fato de a Covid nao
constar no atestado de 6bi-
to de Regina Hang,

‘Caminhio de ossos’ é disputado
por populacdo com fome no Rio

Com acrise, o pais passa a ver mais cenas de pessoas atrias
de doagio e itens rejeitados para comer. Mo Rio, caminh&o
com restos de carne € ossos virou ponto de distribuicao
para moradores, mostrou o jornal Extra. MercadoA2seA26

No AM, bolsonarista faz ataque
xenoéfobo a Nobel da Paz

NA PAGINA 5

Ele reconheceu que sua
mie recebeu os medica-
mentos do kit, mesmo antes
da hospitalizacio pela Pre-
vent Senior, embora tenha
gravado video logo apds a
morte no qual lamentava
nao ter usado o que chama
de tratamento precoce.

Por fim, negou que seja
negacionista. PoderAdeAs

Ruy Castro
H'C!FTQ promoveu umda
cacofonia de matracas az

‘Nio estou te

y 3s
perguntando’, disse
médico da Prevent
“Um médico paliativista
me Comunicou que meu
paitinhasido sedado com
morfina depois de wma pi-
ora e que nio seria intuba-
do”, relata a roteirista Bel
Bechara. Murillo Bechara,
g1, foi internado com Co-
vid pela Prevent. sadde s
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Indigenas usaron piedras, palos y flechas para confrontar con los policias

Sancionan controvertida ley
enynedio e tension y violencia
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. e carcel para invasores  varios puntos del pais
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Mecanismo Covax = Contadores y SET | Abortan subade | Asuncion ejecutd

se hace sentir con = disputan sobre la | salarios en Comuna = solo el 1% del

un minisculo responsabilidad | capitalina que Fonacide para las
lote de vacunas  en las evasiones | tenia tufo electoral | obras escolares

Entes llaman al uso racional del = Giuzzio relaciona el crimen del
agua debido a la bajante del rio | alto jefe naval con narcotrafico
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LES GRATTE-CIEL

. EN BOIS FLEURISSENT
EN SCANDINAVIE pacs 16

Franoe mtropolitaine unkgquement

NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

ET PERSONNAGE DE ROMANS

MAJORITE
Entre Bayrou
et Philippe,
une inamicale
concurrence

ETATS-UNIS

Les principaux
responsables
militaires
contredisent
Biden sur le retrait
afghan races

TUNISIE

Une femme
chargée de former
le gouvernement
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BIOETHIQUE
Age limite,
congélation
des ovocytes:
le nouveau
mode d'emploi
de la PMA pacen

BIODIVERSITE
Les oiseaux
ont investi les villes
confinées race1s

AERONAUTIQUE
L'A220, le pari réussi
d'Airbus pace22

) =Les

L1 chroniques
d'Alexandre

' Devecchio

1 et de Luc Ferry
= Letéte a téte
de Charles Jaigu
= Un entretien
avec Vincent
Tournier

= La tribune
d'Adrien Louis
« L'analyse

de Pierre Avril
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Reéponses a la question
de mercredi :

Croyez-vous aun risque
de conflit militaire entre
les Etats-Unis et la Chine ?

oulL NOM
44 % 56 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 55 318

Votez aujourd hui

sur lefigarofr
Pensez-vous

que la restriction

sur les visas reduira
limimigration clandestine
&N provenance

du Maghreb ?

SARA KULTURHUS

SEBASTIEN SORAND,

Eolien ou nucléaire : I'énergie
dans la bataille présidentielle

Selon notre sondage Odoxa-Backbone Consulting, I'image de I'éolien se dégrade fortement
dans I'opinion alors que celle du nucléaire s'améliore. Le débat s'invite dans la campagne.

Au lendemain du second tour
de la primaire des écologistes,
a la veille de la présidence
frangaise de 1"Union euro-
péenne et il aube de I"élection
de 2022, les questions envi

ronnementales s'invitent dans
le débat public. Notamment
celles qui ont trait au nucléaire
- sujet clivant s'il en est -, sur
lequel la classe politique peine
a adopter un discours nuance,

La question des doliennes, elle
aussi, prend toute sa place
dans la campagne. XNavier
Hertrand mais aussi Marine
Le Pen ont dit trés tor leur
vive hostilité a cetlte énergie

- LIMAGE DE L'ECLIEN SE DEGRADE FORTEMENT EN FRANCE - A OLERON, UN « NON FERME ET DEFINITIF » AU PARC OFFSHORE - LA CRISE
LA STRATEGIE DU TOUT-RENOUVELABLE - EN ALLEMAGNE.

qu'ils jugent i la fols insufli
samment performante et des-
tructrice du paysage. A I'autre
bout de Péchiquier politique,
Yannick Jadot, désormais can
didat a la présidentielle, tient

un discours inverse. Comme la
socialiste Anne Hidalgo, Du
cité de l'exécurif, on tente
comme toujours de miser sur
un «en méme tempss qui ne
convaine guére.

ENERGETIQUE MET A MAL
. LA TRANSITION ENERGETIQUE CHERCHE UN NOUVEAU SOUFFLE PAGES 2 A 4 ET LEDITORIAL

— - -

Emmanuel Macron a rendu un hommage national, mercredi aux Invalides, au soldat du 7¢ BCA mort an Mali lors

d'un combat avec un groupe djihadiste. Le caporal-chef Blasco a été élevé au grade de sergent a titre posthume, PAGES
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Masochisme énergétique

1 v aurait mille raisons de s"inspirer du
modeéle allemand, sur lequel notre
voisin a béti sa puissance économique.
Lui a su, par exemple, fortifier son in
dustrie face & I"ogre asiatique, pendant
que nous lalssions nos entreprises et nos
usines dépdrir. Lul encore est parvenu i gé
rer ses comptes publics au cordeau malgre
les crises, tandis que nous nous noyions
dans un océan de dettes et de déficits, De sa
palitique économigque performante, nous
n'avons rien retenu pour améliorer la né-
tre, Mais, par un inexplicable mystére, nous
avons en revanche décidé de le suivre
heureusement moins brutalement - dans
son  aventureuse politique énergétique
consistant & se retirer du nucléaire pour se
convertir au renouvelable. Le résultat est
un fiasco. DNx ans aprés sa décision radica
le de stopper ses réacteurs, 1"Allemagne,
couverte d"éoliennes, est contrainte de re
courir massivement aux énergies fossiles
{gaz, charbon...) pour s*écl
fer et faire tourner ses usines,
pion autoproclame de I"écologie est deve
nu le plus grand pollueur d’Europe. 1l se
trouve par la méme occasion I'otage de la

Russie, son principal fournisseur de gaz.
Et, pour compléter le tableau, les Alle
mands paient leur facture d'énergie plus
cher que partout ailleurs,

Nous n'en sommes heureusement pas enco-
re la. Ick, le développement anarchigque des
foliennes se heurte a une ferme opposition
et devient un sujet politique. Sans méme

Est 11 blen parler de la défigu-

ration des paysages

raisonnahle et fl«:‘ leurs JELLIltIpI.c:s
i nuisances, I'actuelle

de s'en flambée des prix du
- gaz et de I'électricite
reme':tl e invite séricusement
dUX Caprices ala réflexion. Grice
du vent ") a  quelgues  diri-

geants visionnaires,
la France a la chance de béndélicier d'un parc
nucléaire considérable, qui produit en
abondance une énergie décarbonde et peu
chére. Par idéologie - masochisme ? -, nous
avens décldé de réduire fortement sa part
dans le « mix énergétigque, comme disent
les specialistes, pour nous en remettre aux
caprices du sobeil et du vent. Tout cela est-il
bien raisonnable? W
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Cinéma,
musique,
théatre...

les prix

de la culture
senvolent

Alors que le public retrouve
le plaisir des sorties cultu-
relles aprés presgque un an et
demi de privations, il dé
COuvre que les prix ont sou
vent flambé. Concerts, théa
tre, expositions sont tous
concernés. Contre-produc
tives, ces hausses n'aident
pas a remplir les salles a
I"heure o les trésoreries sont
au plus bas. Seuls les artistes
rares et les concepts luxueux
an cinéma, les deux tres

chers, font le plein. PAGE 32
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Couzens used police handcufts
and ID to kidnap Sarah Everard

Vikram Dodd
Haroon Siddique

Wayne Couzens used his police war-
rant card and handcuffs tolure Sarah
Everard off the street before stran-
gling her and burning her body,
depriving her family of the chance to
sava final goodbye, a court hasheard,

Video footage released yesterday
showed Couzens, then a serving

Metropolitan police officer, staginga
false arrest of Everard as she returned
from a friend’s house in south Lon-
don in March during a period of
coronavirus lockdown measures,

Hehandcuffed herin theback seat
ofhisearand “that was the start of her
lengthy ordeal, including an 80-mile
journey [to Kent] whilst detained
whichwastolead firsttoherrapeand
then her murder”, Tom Little QCtold
the Old Bailey.

Starmer tells ‘trivial’
PM: get a grip or get

out of the way

Heather Stewart
FPolitical editor

Keir Starmer yesterday condemned
Boris Johnson as a “trivial ... show-
man” as he brushed off hecklers to
deliver a highly personal conference
speech aimed at persuading voters
Labour was ready for government,

The Labour leader received a string
of standing ovations as he delivered
his go-minute speech toa packed hall
in Brighton, closing a five-day confer-
ence in which his party’s divisions
have been on stark display,

He repeatedly pressed home the
message that Labour's priority was
now towin the next general election

and was applauded as he listed the
achievements of the Blair and Brown
EUVL'TII“IC‘:".!S.

Labour strategists believe the
botched exit from Afghanistan and
this week’s fuel chaos have prompted
fresh doubt in voters' minds about
Iohnson’s competence, Starmer
accused the government of “ignoring
the problem, blaming someone else,
then coming up with a hall-baked
solution”. He ridiculed Johnson's
“levelling up” slogan, saying: “Level
up? You can't even fill up!”

“We have a fuel crisis, a pay crisis,a
goods crisisand a cost of living crisis
-all at the same time,” Starmer said,
urging the prime minister to “either
getagripor get out of the way and let
us clear up this mess”,
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‘We have a fuel crisis,
agoods crisisand a
cost of living crisis -

all at the same time’

Keir Starmer
Labour leader

“At some point fairly soon after
driving from the pavement on to the
South Circularand having not gone to
apolice station, Sarah Everard must
have realised her fate,” he said.

Everard’s mother, Susan, told the
court she remained “tormented™ at
the thought of what her 33-year-old
daughter endured.

The full details of Couzens’ crimes
were laid bare for the first time at a
hearingto decide whether he should

Starmer was introduced by Doreen
Lawrence, mother of the murdered
teenager Stephen Lawrence, He was
joined in the audience by the parents
of Jane Clough, who was killed by
her partner, and contrasted his legal
career campaigning against injustice
in situations like theirs to Johnson's
as a columnist and TV guest,

In stark contrast to Labour deputy
leader Angela Rayner's controversial

A Sarah Everard, whose family said
they were tormented by her suffering

A Keir Starmer, with his wife,
Victaria, acknowledges the applause
after his speech yesterday
FHOTOGRAPH: HENKY NICHOLLS/REUTERS

branding of Johnson as “scum”,
Starmer sought to dismiss the prime
minister as “a showman with noth-
ingleft toshow™ and “atricksterwho
has performed his one trick”.

“It's easy to comfort yourself that

be sentenced to diein jail. The pros-
ecution said the crimes were so
serious, involving the abuse of his
position and trust as a police officer,
they may merit him being sentenced
toa whole life tariff.

Couzens kept his head bowed in
court. Everard’s father, Jeremy, and
her sister, Katie, each asked that
Cougzens face them before they began

addressing him directly.
He lifted his head slightly @e

your opponents are bad people, But
I don't think Boris Johnson is a bad
man. | think he is a trivial man,”
he said.

Starmer was repeatedly heckled by
asmall number ofindividuals, some
ofwhom shouted “£15!” in reference
to calls for a £15 an hour minimum
wage. He tackled them with a series
af prepared put-downs, o

prompting applause from



