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What’s
News
Business 2 Finance

olestar is nearing a

deal to go public
through a merger with a
special-purpose acquisition
company that would value
the Swedish electric-vehi-
cle maker at $21 billion. Bl
+ A buyout boom fueled by
easy money and a looming
increase in the capital-
gains tax is sweeping Wall
Street deal making to highs
not seen since before the
2008 financial crisis. B1

# Chinese tech giants have
seized on a new al tactic
to fight claims of intellec-
tual-property theft, raising
concerns in the U.S. that
Beijings promises to strictly
enforce patent and copy-
right laws will be under-
mined by Chinese courts. Bl

unit warned it was facing a
serious shortage of funds and
might mtbeablemmeehls

breach and fines against com-
pamnies that don’t comply. B4
# The Biden administration
is taking aim at so-called
stablecoins as it begins to
lay the ground for stricter
regulation of cryptocurren-
cies that could shape the
future of digital money. B9

World - Wide
—

# Germany faces weeks of
uncertainty after Sunday's
election delivered a slim
victory to the center-left
Sovial Democrats over
Chancello

shape and agenda of the
next government. Al

# A slew of high-stakes
deadlines will collide on
Capitol Hill this week, set-
negotiations against the

of a possible 1.5, default. A1
# A crisis-management
playbook Fed officials cre-
ated yeers ago could guide

pay all its bills because of &
political standoff ower rais-
ing the federal debt limit. A4
# The WHO is reviving its
stalled investigation into
the origins of the Cowid-19
virus as agency officials
warn that time is running
out to determine how the
pandemic that has killed
more than 4.7 million peo-
ple world-wide began, A6

te-noticed p
sion to the relationship. AG
*+ Switzerland voted by a
wide margin to allow same-
Sex couples to marry,

in Western Europe. A8

JOURMNAL REPORT
Women in the
Waorkplace: Redefining
ambition. R1-8
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ON THE SCEME: Five people remained hospitalized in stable condition Sund.
killed three people and injured dozens more Saturday afterncon. The cause of the derailment was under investigation. A3

Investigators Look for Answers in Deadly Derailment

after the der

t of an Amtrak train that

Supply-Chain Delays Worsen
As Ports Struggle to Adapt

By Costas Pams
AND JENKIFER SMITH

Mike Inc. doesn't have
enough sneakers to sell for the
holidays. Costco  Wholesale
Corp. is reimposing limits on
paper towel purchases. Prices
for artificial Christmas trees
have jumped 25% this season.

Despite mounting shipping
delays and cargo backlogs, the
busiest LS. port complex shuts
its gares for hours on most days
and remains closed on Sundays.
Meanwhile, major ports in Asia
and Europe have operated

round-the-clock for years,
“With the current work
schedule you have two big
ports operating at 60%-70% of
their capacity,” said Uffe Os-
vergaard, president of the
North America region for Ger-
man boxship operator Hapag-
Llowd AG. “That's a huge oper-
ational disadvantage.”

U.S. supply chain has
s0 far failed to adapt to the
crush of imports as businesses
rush to restock pandemic-de-
pleted inventories. Tens of
thousands of containers are
stuck at the ports of Los Ange-

les and Long Beach, Calif., the
two West Coast gateways that
move more than a quarter of
all ULS. imports. More than 60
ships are lined up to dock.
with waiting times stretching
to three weeks,

Participants in each link in
the U.S. chain—shipping lines,
port workers, truckers, ware-
house operators, railways and
retailers—blame others for the
imbalances and disagree on
whether 24,7 operations will
help them catch up. All of
them are struggling with a
shortage of workers.

The ports of Los Angeles
and Long Beach are managed
separately and operate 13 pri-
wate container terminals. Long
Beach officials said last week
they would try operating 24
hours a day from Monday to
Thursday. Gene Seroka, exect-
tive director of the larger Port
of Los Angeles, said his port
will step more cautiously, keep-
ing existing hours while wait-
ing for truckers and warehouse
operators to extend their hours.

“It has been nearly impossi-
ble to get everyons on the

Flease furn topage A5

Moderate
Leftists
Narrowly
Win in
Germany

Leader of opposition
holds upper hand
over Merkel's party in
forming a coalition

By Bouan PANCEVSK]

BEERLIN —Germany Taces
weeks and perhaps months of
uncertainty after Sunday’s nar-
row victory for the center-left
opposition in the national elec-
tion left open the shape and
agenda of its next government
and offered little clarity about
who would succeed Chancellor
Angela Merkel.

This means the worlds
fourth-largest economy and
the European Union's biggest
member could find itself with
a weakened government in the
following four wears.

The election that capped 16
vears of conservative domi-
nance under Ms. Merkel gave
the chancellor’s center-left po-
litical rivals, the Social Demo-
crats, a plurality of 25.7% to
24.1% for her party.

Whether the Social Demo-
crats can succeed her and shift
Europe’s largest economy to
the left will now depend on
the outcome of complex and
lengthy coalition negotiations.

N5 Merkel will continue to
rule in a caretaker capacity for
now. Germany's allies in Eu-
rope and the U.S, will have to
wait before the country is
ready to discuss urgent issues
including a European package
of measures to combat climate
change and how o approach an
increasingly aggressive China.

Throughout her long tenure

Please furn fo page A

Congress Pressed by Deadlines
To Avoid Default, Shutdown

By KrisTiva PETERSON
AND ANDREW DUEHREN

WASHINGTON—A slew of
high-stakes deadlines will col-
lide on Capitol Hill ¢
setting up potentially chaotic
negotiations against the back-
drop of expiring government
funding and the threat of a
possible US. default.

Ewven by the standards of a
Capitol used to operating under
pressure, this week's legislative
and fiscal crosscurrents are set-
ting the stage for an extraordi-
nary sprint. Democratic leaders
are trying to shepherd two

complicated legislative pack-
ages: a roaghly £1 trillion bi-
partisan infrastructure bill and
a sprawling healthcare, educa-
tion and climate package whose
proposed $3.5 rillion price tag
and details are still under in-
tense debate within the party.

At the same time, the gow-
ernment’s funding is set to ex-
pire at 12:01 am. on Friday,
which would partially shut
down the government if Con-
gress doesn't act. Lawmakers
also are feuding over who is re-
sponsible for raising the debt
limir and avoiding a potentially
catastrophic default. Absent

swift action, Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen notified Con-
gress this month that the Trea-
sury might be unable to keep
paying all of the government’s
bills an time during October.

“The next few days will be a
time of intensity,” House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D.. Ca-
lif.} wrote in a Saturday letter
to House Democrats.

The week could also test
the leadership of President Bi-
den, who has been battered

lease turm fopage Ad

# Fed could be forced to revisit
emergency playbook Al

l.l S. Dominates to Win Ryder Cup

- e 3 -
The WS, won the 43rd Ryder Cup 19-9 on Sunday, an all-time
rout in the modern era of the golfing event. The win returns
the trophy to the States for the first time since 2016. A4

Options-Trade Boom Transforms Markets

By Gunran Barvenst

Shares of Robinhood Mar-
kets Inc. had mostly disap-
pointed the trading app's fans
since their initial public offer-
ing. But Harsh Patel felt sure
that was about to change.

Mr. Patel, a 2%-year-ald
nurse in Columbus, Ohio, fig-
ured its price would rise after
he saw chatter about Robin-

hood light up a stock market
chatboard. So on Aug. 4, he
paikd $E00 for a call option—a
contract that confers the right,
though not the obligation, to
purchase 104 shares at a stated
price by a certain date.

He purchased the most-bull-
ish option he could find on the
first day of options trading in
Robinhood. Tt would become
exercisable once the shares

reached $70, a 50% increase
from their closing price the
previous day and nearly double
the previous week's IPO price.
In a testament to the grow-
ing impact of individual inves-
tors on a handful of favored
stocks, the eall option becams
exercisable just hours later, as
Robinhood shares surged. Mr.
Fatel sold the option for about
Please turn o page A2

What Rhymes With Carbon?
Composers Pen Climate Anthems

=

= =

Vie to become official song of November

summil, bul organizers aren’t listening

By JamEes Hooxway

GLASGOW, Scotland —Anton
Hicks worries world leaders at
the big climate summit here in
Movember will find it hard to
agree on a plan of action.

“Perhaps they should listen
to my anthem,” says the ama-
reur composer. “It's the only
way anything will get done.™

Mr. Hicks is vying to have
his song, “With Earth’s Grace,”
adopted as the meetings offi-

cial song by organizers of the
26th annual United Nations
Climate Change Conference of
the Parties, or COP26, in Glas-
gow. But he has competition.
David Glasson, best known
for his work with members of
England’s Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah
Band, a "60s-era group that
mixed psychedelic pop with
comedy, has high hopes for
“Sawve the Earth,” an anthem
he wrote with John Gribbin.
Pilease turn to page AT
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BUSINESS & FINANCE
Swedish electric-car
maker Polestar is
nearing a deal valued
at 521 billion. B1

Covid’s Hidden Toll:
One Million Children
Who Lost Parents

As contagious variants kill yvounger adults,
grandparents, aunts step in to provide care

By Ryan Dure
AND Lucians MAGALHAES

PISCO, Peru—=Several
nights a week, 4-year-old So-
fia Felices jolts awake in
tears and calls out for her
mother, who used to cuddle
her youngest daughter in
bed. Sofia’s mom died from
the coronavirus in April, so
that job now falls to the
girl's great-aunt, Janette Na-
Varmo.

“She cries and she cries,”
sabd Ms. Navarro, who has
three children of her own
but has become caregiver to
her niece’s five children in
this coastal fishing city. “She
sereams with her eyes
closed, '1 want my mommy. 1
want my mommy.” ™

A wear and a half into the
Covid-19 pandemic, conta-
glous variants have been kill-

ing many in the prime of
parenthood, a group that re-
mains mostly unvaccinated
in many parts of the world.
From March 2020 to April
2021, an estimated 1.1 mil-
lion children lost a primary
caregiver to the virus, ac-
cording to a recent study in
the medical journal the Lan-
cet.

Many of the most affected
countries are in Latin Amer-
ica, which accounts for about
one-third of coronavirs
deaths despite having just
8% of the global population.
On a per capita basis, Peru
has been the hardest hit,
with an estimated 10.2 chil-
dren per 1,000 losing a pri-
mary caregiver, according to
the study published in the
Lancet. Mexico, Brazil and
Colombia also are in the

Please turn to page A0




FINANCIAL TIMES

WORLD BUSINESS NEWSPAPER

HMONDAY 27 SEPTEMAER 2021

Caughtinatrap

Debt-fuelled capitalism and Chin
Evergrande dilemma — oPINION, PAGE 19

Neck and neck
Germanrace
too close to call

Ballots are counted in Munich as yester-
day’s German election was polsed ona
knife-edge last night, with the contest
between the two main parties to decide
who will succeed Angela Merkel as
chancellor oo chose tocall

Twao exit polls showed Merkel's Chris-
tian Demoecratie Unlon and the CSU, s
Bawarian sister party, on 24-25 per cent

of the vote, with the rival Social Demo- bilitz surrounding the return of
crats at 25-26 percent. Meng Wanzhow, presumed heir

The preliminary results suggest Ger- ol China's Huawel, to Shenzhen
manyis set for a three-way coalition, the showed that China-Us relations

first in its recent history, and weeks of
wrangling to agree on a viable govern-
ment led either by the SPDS Olaf Scholz
or by Armin Laschet, the CDUYCSL can-
didateand Merkel's chosen heir.
Wirtual tle page 2

Read the room

Hybrid hotch-potches cannot beat
in-person events —viv GROSKOP, PAGE 13

USA £2 .50 Canada CS3.00

Judging Johnson

Can the UK premier prove he isa

man of substance? —

P ————

Democrats in crunch talks to save
Biden’s $1.2tn infrastructure bill

AGE 17

= Redemptions soar as Spacs lustre dims
Investors are pulling their cash from special purpose
acquisition compankes. Some of the vehicles have
had more than 90 per cont of their shareholders.
redecm investments.— pacE &

= Chinese cities seize e revenue
At least two local governments in China have taken
controlof sales revenue from Evergrande properties,
evenas jhlgrennl.uedsllenloulhelquldjrrcrhls
atthe workd's most inde bted developer.—pace o

»F‘rlg.edl.hup!ruiﬂdﬂﬂg)‘l!lgrelmu
propaganda

China's nathonalist

remakn rocky.— PaGE 2

= Covid triggers decline in life expectancy
The pandemichas cansed the largest falls in life
expectancy since the second world war in most
developed nations, with men in the Us suffering the
mstsevere decline, research has found, — pace o

» Naval vows to claw back subs deal cost

Naval, the French defence groupat the beart ofthe

diplomatic crisis over the Aukus military pact, has

vowed to claw back tens of millicns of dollars overa
cancelled deal — PAGE 8 ANAND HENOK. PAGE 19

» Swiss poll backs gay rights amendments
switzerland’s constitution will bealtered to enshrine
marriage and adoption rights for gay couples after

volers gaveowerwhelming support for the changes in
anationwide referendum — Fase s

P ¥ = - . H Bus Life and 1
® Progressives cling to $5.5tn promise ® Federal shutdown looms & Budget plans in danger B T
O o and the crossword can be

LAVREN FERGR — WASHINGTOH

Democrats are gearing up for a week of
fraught Begotiations on Capitel Hill as
they race to iran ot thetr differences to
salvage Joe Blden's legislatbve agenda
amd stave off a US governmment shutdowr.

The Democrat-contmolled Hoase of
Representatives had been expected to

Democrats in both the House and Sen-
ate have said that the budget plan is too
expensive and must be scaled back.

The divisions have piled pressure on
Nancy Pelosl, the Democratic Speaker
of the House, who must balance the
interests of the factions if she
is to help the president deliver on his
campaign promi ses.

e will bring the bill to the foor for
consideration,” shetold ABC News. “Bul
you know I'm mever bringing a bill to the
Bear that doesn't have the vates.”

Her comments were echoed by Pram-
Ha Jayapal, the Democratic congress-
woman from Washington state who
«chairs the House progressive cancus and
has for weeks demanded assurances

Pramila Jayapal.
the Bemocrat
wha chairs

“intensity™ and called on all Honse
Dremocrats to attend crunch talks today.
Eut in comments that are likely to
stoke further discontent among pro-
gressives, Pelosl acknowledged that it
was all but certain the $3.5in budget
plan would be scaled back. Asked if the
final number would be smaller, Pelosi
said: "Yes . . . that seems self-evident.”

found on page 14 of today’s newspaper.

Datawatch

Back to the future
How do you refer to the coming a
Saturday and Sunday? 05 of UK adults)  Tuesday reveals s

vote today on the president’s $1.2tn Democrats hold a wafer-thin cight-  that the $3.5tn budget will not be  the House Dremncrats are also under moamnting =Thiz weekend = Next weskend  Seneswtional st
Infrastructure bill, which passed the US  vote majority in the House and control  watersd down in the Senate. progressive pressure to avold a federal shutdown,

Senate this year with bipartisan sup-  the 50-50 Senate by the narrowest of “The Speaker is an incredibly good  caucus, says: witha deadline of midnight on Thurs-

port. The bill needs to pass both cham-  margins, with vice-president Kamala  vote counter and she knows exactly  “The votes day to ratse the debt celling that allows

bersof Congress if it is to become law, Harris able to cast a tichreaking vote,  where her cancus stands and we've been aren’t there” the government toborrow money.

Several fve lawmalkers in the
House are withholding support for the
spending package as they seek to pre-
serve Biden'’s bigger £3.5tn budget plan,
which would rmake historic investments
in the US social safety net. Moderate

Afghans who alded allles :Lﬂl'ﬂﬁ:mﬁm&:; than an equivalent US government
face struggle for freedom alar Peloton fitness X bond when the deal was priced in Apeil. packaged up to underpln payments on

After the Taliban took Kabul in mig-
August, about 123000 pecple were
alriifted by the US and its allies out of
Afghanistan. However, thowsands of
Afghans wha had aided the US-led
misskon were left behind. Those frying
1o b an their own face big hurdies:
commercial flights have not resumed
and the cost of a dharter |s exorbitant,
with a flight to Islamabad costing
S1300 Also, afghankstan's nesghbours
have tightamad border controls.
Taliban takeover » PASE &

‘Party activists fear they are likely to lose
gronnd in next year's midterm elec-
thomns. Pelosi insisted yesterday that the
infrastructure bill would pass “this
week” but conceded that the vote was
unlikely to take place today.

Peloton bike loans peddled to Wall St
buyers on back of home fitness craze

ASEHUA FRANKLIN AND
JOE REMNIEON — NEW FORE

Wil Street has found aowary to tap in to
som« of the safest consumers in the Us,

Affinm, a market leader in “buy now,
pay later” services where customers pay
for products in instalments, has sold
hundneds of millions of dallars in loans
made for Peloton equipment, according
to peaple familiarwith the transactions,
Since 2020, the comypany has raksed
more than $2.2bn through six deals:
three that roughly mirror Afflrm’s
breader loan portfolio and three that
batched up unsecured, zero-interest
loans, predominantly to Peloton cus-
tamers, these people sald. The latter
three deals gemerated a total of $8545m.

really clear on that,” Jayapal told CHIN
yestenday. “The votes aren't there.”
Jayapal's opposition sets the stage for
atense couple of days on Capitol Hill, In
a letter to colleagues at the weekend,
Pelozi said that it would be a week of

The senior tranche of Affirm's latest
Peloton-backed deal, most protected
from defanlt of undertying borrowers,
offers a coupon of just over 1 per cent,
only about 0.2 percentage points mone

The deals highlight sotme ol the finan-
«clal wizardry that helped fuel the buy
now, pay later boam during the pan-
demic surge in online shopping, while
the lowyields suggest investors are keen
for exposure to some of the highest-
rated individual borrowersinthe Us,
Peloton benefited from a surge inat-
bome fitness during the pandemic.
Prices for its static bikes start at $1,495.
Customers tend to be affluent with
wery high Fico scores, a measure of US
consumer credit quality, and the loans
have a history of very low default
rates. Affirm offers zero-interest loans

The House last week passed a bill to
avert a shutdown but Democrats have
ingisted that it should pass the Senate
with bipartisan support, even as Repub-
Dicans have refused to sign om.

FT View page 18

on Peloton purchases, from 12 to 43
months, Peloton provided abowt 20 per
cent of the online lender’s 3870.5m in
revenuein the yearto June 30203,
Some of the boans are passed through
Wall Street’s securitisation machine,

fresh slices of debt bought by investors,
such as asset managers and Insurers.

Francisco Paez, head of structured
products research at MetLife, sald that
the products wene popular with insurers
because “they deliver strong value rela-
tive tothe amonunt of risk™,

The deals are part of a broader strat-
egy by Affirm to raise additional capital
vy securitizing loans [t has made to con-
sumers at more than 11,000 merchants,
according to ratings documents from

RS Momingstar.
Affiem and Peloton declined to
comment.
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Political Game
Increases Odds
Of U.S. Default

Neither Party Budges
on Debt-Limit Vote

By JIM TANKERSLEY

WASHINGTON — For nearly
two decades, lwmakers in Wash-
ington have waged an escalating
display of brinkmanship over the
federal government's ability to
borrow money o pay its bills.
They have forced administrations
of both parties to take evasive ac-
tions, pushing the nation danger-
ously close to economic calamity.
But they have never actually
tipped the United Stares into de-
faule,

The dance is repeating this fall,
but this time the dynamics are dif-
ferent — and the threat of default
is greater than ever,

Eepublicans in Congress have
refuzed 1o help raise the nation's
debt limit, even though the need to
borrow stems from the bipartisan
practice of running large budget
deficits. Republicans agree the
LLS. must pay its bills, but on Mon-
day they are expected to block a
measure in the Senate that would
enahle the government to do so.
Democrats, insistent that Repub-
licans help pay for past decisions
to boost spending and cut taxes,
have so far refused to use a special
process to raise the limit on their
o,

Ohbservers inside and outside
Washington are worried neither

ade will budge in time, reiling fi-
nanecial markets and capsizing the
economy’s nascent recovery from
the pandemic downturn.

If the limit is not raised or sus-
pended, officials at the Treasury
Department warn, the govern-
ment will soon exha s ability
to borrow money, forcing officials
to choose between missing pay-
ments on military salaries, Social
Security benefits and the interest
it owes o investors who have fi-
nanced America’s spending spree.

Wet Republicans have threat-
ened o filibuster any attempt by
Senate Democrats to pass a si
ple bill to increase borrowing.
Party leaders like Senator Mitch
MoeConnell of Kentucky want to
force Democrals Lo raise the
on their own, through a fast-ura
congressional process that by-
passes a Republican  filibuster.
That could take weeks o come 10

Continued on Page A 14

A Firm U.S. Grip

The American team won the
Ryder Cup against Europe in
record fashion. Page D1,

Green party backers Sunday in Berlin. The Greens, who led po

KA MEETPELDY D, wia, A3

1% early on, fell short of expectations but had th

China Moving
To Avoid Panic
In Its Economy

By KEITH BRADSHER

BELING — In any other coun-
try, the sudden collapse of a corpo-
rate titan with more than S300 bil-
kon in debt would se shock
raves across the economy. Head-
lines would blare. Banks would
shudder. Investors would panic.

A corporate collapse of that
scale may happen soon. But it
would be in China, where the Com-
munist Party keeps a firm grip on
money, corporate  boardrooms,
the news media and the broader
society. Those controls may be
facing one of their toughest tests
yet. but Beijing is signaling that it
feels up to the challenge — even if
it will first try to teach big invest-
ors and companies a bitter besson
about lending reckless|

The financial world is watching
the struggles of China Ever-
grande Group, one of the largest
property de opers on earth and
certainly the most indebted. Last
week, a deadline to make an 383
million payment to foreign invest-
ars came and went with no indica-
tion that Evergrande had met its
obligations, roising  questions
about what would happen if its
huge debt load went sour.

The Chinese government does
not want to move in yet because it
hopes Evergrande’s struggles will
show other Chinese companies
that they need to be disciplined in
their finances, say people with
knowledge of its deliberations
whao insisted on anonymity. But it
has an array of financial tools that
it believes are strong enough to
stem a financial panic if matters
WOrser.

The government i
to provide a guarant for much
of Evergramnde’s activities, said
Zhu Ning, deputy dean of the

hanghal Advanced Institute of
Cnrumued on Page AI0
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Desperate and Leaving Texas to

By SABRINA TAVERNISE

OKLAHOMA CITY — On a
windy Tuesday morning. the
parking lot outside a small brick
building on the Southside of Okla-
homa City was filling up fast, The
first o arrive, a red truck shortly
before 8 a.m., was from Texas. So
was the second and the thicrd.

The building houses one of Ok-
lahoma’s four abortion clinles, and
at least two-thirds of its scheduled
patients now come from Texas. So
many, in fact, that it is trying to
hire more staff members and doc-
ors o kesep up. The increase isthe
result of a new law in Texas ban-
ning abortions after about six
weshs, a wery early stage of preg-
nancy. As soon as the measure
ook effect this month, Texans
started traveling elsewhere, and
DOklahoma, close to Dallas, has be-
come a major destination.

Mew Law’s Prohibitions
Driving Women Into
MNeighboring States

“We had every line lit up for
elght hours straight,” said Jenni-
fer Reimnoce, who works the fromt
desk phones at the clinic, Trust
‘Women Oklahoma City, describ-
ing the first week the measure
was in force.

The effects of the new law have
been profound: Texans with un-
wanted pregnancies have been
forced to make decisions quickly,
and some have opted to trawvel
long distances for abortions. As
clinics in surrcunding states fill
up, appointments  are  being
scheduled for later dates, making
the procedures more costly. Other

Have Abortions

women are having to carry their
pregoancies Lo term.

Marva Sadler, senior director of
clinic services at Whole Womans
Health, which operates four clin-
ics in Texas, said she believed that
many patients were not able to ar-
range child care or take time of
work without losing their jobs to
travel to other states.

=1 think a majority of women
are being sentenced Lo being par-
ents,” she said.

The law is the latest in a stri
of successes by the anti-abort
movement, which for years has
push for more conservative
Jjudges and control over state leg-
islatures. Mow, the Supreme Court
is preparing to take up an abortion
case — the Arst to be argued be-
fore the court with all three of for-
mer President Donald J. Trump's
conservative appointees — that
has the potential o remowve fed-

Continued on Page A15

Rk o HEW VORE T

The Trust Women clinie in Oklahoma City has seen a rise in patients arriving from Texas.

NO CLEAR WINNER
IN GERMAN VOTE
FOR CHANCELLOR

END OF THE MERKEL ERA

Negotiations to Form a
3-Party Coalition May
Take Months

By KATRIN BENNHOLD

BERLIN — Afver 16 years of An-
gela Merkel as their chancellor,
Germans scattered their votes
across the political spectrum on
Sunday in the election to replace
her, a fractured return that her-
alds a messier political era in Ger-
many and weaker German leader-
ship in Europe.

Preliminary results gave the
center-left  Social Democrats a
small lead, but were so close that
no one could yet say who the next
chancellor would be nor what the
next government would look like.

The only thing that seemed
clear was that it would take weeks
if not months of hageling to form a
coalition, leaving Europe's big-
gpest democracy suspended in a
kind of limbo at a eritical moment
when the continent is still strug-
gling to recover from the pan-
demic and France — Germany’s
partner at the core of Europe
faces divisive elections of its own
NEXt spring.

sundays election signaled the
end of an era for Germany and for
Europe. For over a decade, Ms.
Merkel was not just chancellor of
Germany but  effectively  the
leader of Europe. She steered her
country  and the continent
through successive crises and in
the process helped Germany be-
come Europe’s leading power for
the first tme since two world
wars.

Her time in office was charac-
terized above all by stability. Her
center-right party, the Christian
Democratic Union, has governed
in Germany for 52 of the 72 post-
war years, traditionally with one
smaller party

But the campaign proved to be
the most volatile in decades, Ar-
n Laschet, the candidate of Ms.
Merkel's Christian  Democrats,
was long seen as the front-runner
unitil a series of blunders com-
pounded by his own unpopularity
eroded his pariy's lead. Olaf
Scholz, the Social Democratic can-
didate, was counted out altogeth-
er before his steady persona led
his party to a spectacular 10-point
comeback. And the Greens, who
briefly led the polls early on, fell
shortof expectations but recorded
their best result ever:

0On Sunday, the Christian Demo-
crats’ share of the vote collapsed
well below 30 percent, heading to-
ward the worst showing in their
history. For the first time, three
parties will be peeded to form a
coalition — and both main parties
are planning to hold competing
talks to do so.

“It's so unprecedented that it's
not even clear who talks with
whaom on whose invitation about
what, because the Constitution
does not have guardrails for a situ-
ation  like that,” said Thomas
Kleine-Brockhoff, the wice presi-
dent of the (yerman Marshall
Fund, a research g

Ewven before me [Irst official re-

Continued on Page A8

Mentally I1l Man’s Death Spotlights Rikers Crisis

By JAN RANSOM
and JONAH E. BROMWICH

When Esias Johnson moved to
Mew ¥ork from his hometoan in
2018, chasing dreams of musical
stardom, his parents were terri-
Fied.

nr Johnson, then 21, had been
dingnosed with Asperger’s swyn-
drome as a child and suffered
from mental illness for much of his

Inhumane Conditions
Tied to Low Staffing

young life, failing to fit in and
eventually getting  into  trouble
with the law., His family feared
that a cigy full of strangers who
could not understand his strug-
gles might swallow him.,

But what happened was far
worse than what they had imag-
ined

Almost as soon as he arrived in
Mew York from north of Boston,
M Johnson found himseIf in trou-
bile with the law again. And as his
mental illness worsened, mani-
festing in increasingly frightening
ways, Mr. Johnson was arrested
repeatedly and taken, again and

Continuwed on Poge Al4

A $380 Covid Test, and the Law That Allows It

By SARAH KLIFF

At the drugstore, a rapid Covid
test usually costs less than S20.

Across the country, over a doz-
en testing sites owned by the
StArt-up company GS Labs regu-
larly bill $380,

There's a reason  they can.
When Congress tried to ensure
that Americans wouldn't have 1o
pay for corenavirus vesting, it re-

Congress Made Insurers
Pay, but Set No Limit

quired insurers to pay certain lab-
oratories whatever “cash price™
they listed online for the testis,
with no limit on what that might
be.

G5 Labs's high prices and grow-

ing presence — it has performed a
half-million rapid tests since the
pandemic’s start, and still runs
thousands daily — show how the
government's longstanding reluc-
tance to play a role inhealth prices
has hampered its attempt @0 pro-
Lect CONSUMErs. As aresult, Amer-
icans could ultimarely pay some of
the cost of expensive coronavirus
tests in the form of higher insur-

Corttinued on Page AIS

MATIONAL ALI-16

BUSINESS BI-7
Stuck at Work

SPORTS D1-7

Mass Firings Loom at Hospitals
With a deadline on Monday, thousands
of health care workers in NMew York are
risking their jobs by not geting o co-
ronavirus vaccine. PAGE AlG

Big Infrastructure Dreams
Ferries in Alaska. Trains in Oregon. The
pending bill could reshape priorities
across the ULS,, jump-starting projects
that stalled over funding. PAGE 412

Cause of Amtrak Crash Unclear
Five people remained hospitalized on
Sunday after eight of 10 passenger cars
jumped off the tracks in Montana,
killing three passengers. PAGE All

5400_u1165

INTERNATIONAL Ad-10
Wartime Issues Dog Colombia

Cocaine farming, poverty and armed
factions persist in rural areas_ despite a
2016 treaty with rebels. PAGE A4

Uwghur Stranded in Albania

A former Guantinamo detainee has
spent the last 15 years in exile. China
still brands him as a verrorist.  PAGE AT

Millions of employees did not have the
Iuxury of thinking about returning o
the office — they never lefl. Six workers
share their experiences, PAGE B4

Gamers Chafe in China
Mew government rules further limiting

minors’ playing time on video games
hawe frustrated many. PAGE B1

OBITUARIES, A17, D8

Director of Popular Sitcoms

Jay Sandrich won Emmy Awards for
The Mary Tvler Moore Show™ and

“The Cosby Show" He was B3, PAGE D&

g

ARTS C1-7

Broadway Celebrates Again
The Tony Awards honered actors like
Aaron Tveit, above, on Sunday, but
theater itself also triumphed,  PAGE ©1

Scholar Is Accused of Theft

The craft chain Hobby Lobby has sued
a former Oxford lecturer, asserting that
he sold it stolen antifaces. PAGE C1

Athletes for Abortion Rights

With Ree v. Wade at stake, an Olympian
explains what having a choice meant to
her Sports of The Times. PAGE D1

Cog in an Admissions Scandal
A coach who took a plea deal says his
Stanford colleagues knew where Lhe

money was coming from. PAGE D3
CPINION A18-19
Charles M. Blow PAGE AlS
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Legal,
but far
from
casy

Access to an abortion
in California is often
hindered by cost and
provider availability.

By EMILY ALPERT REVES

As Texas has strictly
limited abortions and law-
makers in other states have
pushed to follow suit, liberal
leaders have touted Califor-
nia as a stronghold for abor-
tion rights.

California law states that
people have a “fundamental
right" to choose and obtain
an abortion before a fetus
becomes viable. The gover-
nor has wvowed to protect
that right.

But just because abor-
tion has more legal protec-
tion in California does not
mean it is readily accessible
to all, advocates of reproduc-
tive choice say.

Many Californians strug-
gle to afford the procedure,
and some live far from a
clinie that provides it

"“We don't have as
many restrictive laws,” said
Onyemma Obiekea, policy
analyst for the Black Women
for Wellness Action Project,
“but we need to recognize all
of the hurdles that folks still
have to navigate."

About 40%% of California
counties hawe no eli
that provides abortions,
according to the reproduc-
tive health policy organi-
zation the Guitmacher
Institute, which examined
the state’s abortion avail-
ability in 2007, Although
only a small share of Califor-
nia women were estimated
to live in those counties —
3% — that amounts to
hundreds of thousands of
people.

Little has changed since
that analysis, experts say.

“There are large swaths
of the state with no abortion
provider for many, many

[See Abortion, A7)

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2021

WINNERS IN GERMANY

Olaf Scholz, hands clasped, saw his Social Democrats take the largest share of the vote in a national elec-
tion, ending a long slump. Chancellor Angela Merkel's bloc had its worst result ever. WORLID, AS

MICHAEL S0HR

Back in Haiti, family plans new escape

US. expelled 2,000
to the unstable nation,
where staying is not
an option for many.

By EVENS SaANON
anD DAnica CoTo

PORT-AU-FRINCE,
Haliti — You're lucky, the
U.S. officials said. “You're
Eoing to see your family.”

The authorities had
called out numbers corre-
sponding to raffle-like tick-
ets the Haltians had been is-
sued when they were de-
tained after crossing the
border into Texas. As each
number was called, ancther
bedraggled immigrant
stoodup.

“Everyone was happy,”
recalled Jhon Celestin. “But
I was not happy. I saw it was
alie.”

‘The prize was a one-way
trip back to the place they
had so desperately wanted

[See Haitians, A3]

VENDORS SHRED cabbage in the
capital. To make it to the entrance, one must walk through a gang gant

Croix des Bossales, or Slave Marke

RODRIOO ABD Associnted Press
in Haiti's

Some

LAUSD

parents

are left
behind

Surge in remote
learning enrollment
leaves school district,
students and families
with disruptions.

By HoWARD BLUME
AND MELISSA GOMEZ

A surge of parents seek-
ing remote learning for their

children has overwhelmed
public  school programs
in Los Angeles, causing

teacher shortages, adminis-
trative snafus and enroll-
ment delays that in some
cases have kept students out
ofschool for weelos.

The L.A. Unified School
District program. called City
of Angels, was an already ex-
isting independent study
program that was adapted
this school year to serve par-
ents unable or unwilling to
return their children to in-
person classes due to on-
going pandemic-related
safety concerns. The pro-
gram has been sought out by
many parents who hawve chil-
dren with special needs as
well as health issues.

But a large number of the
15,000 students enrolled
have experienced a range of
problems as the district
grapples with teaching wa-
cancies and cumbersome
state guidelines that have
created difficulties for
school districts across Cali-
fornia.

While thousands of par-
ents have successiully
enrolled their children, oth-
ers appear to have struggled
with the process, with mans
who seek help unable to get
responses to phone calls and
emails. Many children have
missed days of instruction
and, in the most extreme
cases, have been unable to
attend school forweeks. And

[See L.A. Unified, AG]
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ROBERT DAUTHIER Los Angsles Times

DODGERS bat boy Brandon Albert stays at the ready on the dugout steps dur
ing A recent game home game. Bat bays perform many on-field, in-game duties.

COLUMN ONE

'These bat men are superheroes

They answer call in Dodgers clubhouse

By STEVE HENSON

dashes toward the left-field line. Once in
foul territory, he slows to a jog and waves
to fans calling his name.

LLAPD scales back cost of plan
for dealing with protests, unrest

Proposed $18.5 million
is about a quarter of
the original estimate.

By HEVIN RECTOR

Los Angeles police offi-
cials have scaled back sig-
nificantly the cost of a plan
to train officers and pur-
chase equipment they say
will improve the depart-
ment's response to large pro-
tests and civil unrest, ac-
cording to documents re-

leased Friday.

The $185-million cost of
the proposed plan, which
the Los Angeles City Council
would have to approve on
top of the LAPD's existing
budget. is about a quarter of
the nearly $67 million that
the department previously
estimated it would need to
address a raft of reforms
called for in various reports
on its handling of demon-
strations and unrest after
the murder of George Floyd
in Minneapolis in May 20240,

The department was un-
prepared for those protests.

Independent and internal
reviews of the agency’s re-
sponse found, inthe words of
one report, a “chaos of com-
mand” that led to police offi-
cials giving contradictory
orders inthe streets and offi-
cers being eguipped with
weapons they werent ad-
eguately trained to use.

The new plan, which was
outlined in a report released
Friday by the civilian Police
Commission, calls for nearly
$12.6 million to be spent on
training thousands of offi-
cerson, among othertactics,

[Ses Police, AE]

Rams look super
in win over Bucs
L.A. soundly defeats
reigning champ Tampsa
Bay 34-24. sPORTS, D1
Herbert rewards
Chargers’ faith
Aggressive guarterback

play delivers 30-24 win
over Chiefs. sPORTS. D1

The cards inform fielders where to
position themselves given the new pitcher
and hitters he'll face. Delivering them was
added to a bat boy's tasks in this era of
adwvanced analytics and defensive shifts,
and can become a full-blown cardio work-

odgers manager Dave Roberts
calls a timeout and makes a
beeline to the pitcher's mound.
He takes the ball and signals to
the bullpen.

‘That's the cue for the bat boy to race to

Swiss approve
gay marriage
The measure passes

with 64.1% of woters in
favor. WoRLD, A3

the mound, where inflelders have congre- out when pitching changes are frequent. Weather F . —
mated, and hand cards to Corey Seager, Fans above field level might wonder Foggy, then sunny. TH®o WARGD Oelty Lmages for Tany Awnrds Prodsstion
Trea Turner, Max Muncy and Justin Turn- how the kid will have enough enengy later L.A. Basin: 72/58. B8

TONY AWARDS

Kristin Chenoweth and Idina Menzel do a *Wick-
ed”™ duet. “Moulin Rouge!™ wins big. cALENDAR, E1

to finish his homework.

Those sitting near the field, however,
can make out a black goatee and pencil
mustache. They can tell that, in fact, the
bat boy isa bat [See Dodgers, Al12]

er, all of whom tower over his short, lithe
frame. Next, the bat boy is sprinting to
deep center field, where Chris Taylor, Cody
Bellinger and Mookie Betts aowait.

He hands the outfielders cards and

7 HI35944

L.A. pumps and uses local groundwater, but other sources are vital. A9

BD2DD‘I s
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S justices
approval
dips. storm
lies ahead

Court strains o shed

divisive lerm on tap

BY ROBERT BBARNES
AND SEUNG Mixn KiMm

The Supreme Courts approval
rating Is plummeting, its critics
are more canstic, and justices are
feeling compelled to plead lI|=:
cage to the public that thes
Jjudicial IJJ]]|U¥-UI Lers, not o
cians in mo

All of this as the court embarks
Owct, 4 on one of the most poten-
tially divisive terms in years.
Docketed cases concern gun con-
trol, separation of church and
state, and the biggest showdown
indecades on Roe v Wadeand the
constitutional right to an abor-
tion.

Meanwhile, a presidential
commission studying the court is
being bombarded with eriticism
from the left, and occasionally the
right, that the justices are too
political, too powerful and serve
for too long.

Even thosewho value the conrt
see trouble ahead.

“Not since Fush v Gore has the
public perception of the eourt’s
le: macy seemed so serioushy
threatened,” the Georgetown Su-
preme Court Institute’s executive
director, Irv Gornstein, said last

SEE SUFREME COURT OF A6

Study shows
gene
inequality of
chimate erise

Seie s say kids will
see three limes as many
disasters as grandparents

BV Saman Karrax

Adriana  Bottino-Poage  is
G years old, with cherub cheeks
and curls that bounes when she
laughs. She likes soccer, art amd
ting the library. She dreams of
being a sc i d inventing a
robaot that ean pull pollution out
of the air. She wants to become
the kind of grown-up who can
help the world.

Yet human actions have made
the world a far more dangerous
place for Adriana o grow op,
according w a frst-of-its-kKind
study of the impacts of climate
© Nge acTnss generations.

If the planet (™
warm on its carrent trajectory,
the average Gyear-old will live
through roughly three times as
many climate disasvers as their
grandparents, the study finds.
They will see wihese as
imes s oy tropsi-
cal evelones, 3.4 tines mrore river
fMlocds, 2.5 times more erop fail-
ures and 2.3 times a2 many

SEE CLIMATE OK Az

IN THE NEWS

ALBUGUERGUE — Down from the New Mexi
o State Fairs glittery midway, and past the
stands selling funnel eakes and t
the barms thal are
nals entered in the state’s pre
livestock contest were quiet. Besting in pens
ig and a few sheep there only

ani

were a sleepy pi

ton Jost

PHOTOE 57 ADFLL MALCOLM FOA THE WRSHINGTON POST

A Iractured slate fair

In battle over N.M. vaccine mandate, resistance mes

By K

for display. not awards,

About 200 miles southeast, hundreds of
children instead gathered ata fairground with
o rides and few spectators vo show more th
a thousand cows, pigs,
open-sided barns. It was an alternative
show quickly thrown together afier
families decided to boyeott the state fair over a
requirement that everyone over age 12 show
vaccination,

stock

proofl

of eoronavirus

exemption to enter.

New Mexicos state fair thizs vear was a
trinmph compared with the previous — when
SEE MANDATES ON A1s

Colo. volting

BY EMMAa BROWN

m

1IN BRULLIARD

ypically packed with

heep and goats in

ke legs,

siere youth

o

sl or

TOP: Raul and Irma Diaz take phovos of their food Sep
o State Falr In Albuguerque, which saw s
Martinez, 17,

MNow Moo
normal crowds. ABOVE
New Mexico Youth Livestock Expe in Roswell on Sept. 16,

ay face an inside threat

ns missing an experience

bathes his

In April, employvees in the of-
fice that muns elections in western
orade’s Mesa County received
an unusual calendar invitation
for an after-hours work event, a
gathering at a hotel in Grand
Junction. “Expectations are that
all will be at the Doubletree by
5:50," said the invite sent by a
deputy to Tina Peter
s rhu-t Flhtlmh offi

a5 nougl'm Frank, a physics
teacher and scientist who was
rapidly becoming famous among
election deniers for claiming to
have discoversd secret  algo-
rithms used o rig the 2020 con-
test against Donald Trump. Frank
led the crowd in a
“The Star-Spangled Banner™ and
spent the next 90 minutes alleg-
ing an elaborate conspiracy in-

MERLMEIE LANGEGEAND JHCTION DALY
IMEL/AZSOCATED PRESS
Mesa Connty Clerk Tina Peters
allegedly al 1 the copying of
voring machine hard drives and
embraced conspiracy theories.

volving inflated woter rol
ulent ballots and a
polynom i
shows, He was working for MyPil-
low chief executive Mike Lindell,
he said, and their efforts eould
overturn President Biden's
[

Being wild w sit through a
presentation of wild, debunked
claims was “a huge slap in the
face” one Mesa Count i

“We put s0 much time and effort
into making sure that every.

thing's done aceurately” the em-
plovee vold The Washington Post,
speak on the condition of
anonynity oul of fear of retalia-
tion. Peters, the elected eounty
clerk, had expressed sympathy
for such theories in the past, the
employes said.

SEE PETERS ON AR

The U Chamber of

my [RANT
AND DIREW HARWE

When Kerrie Krutchik, an
attorney for 34 years, was hired
this spring for one of the legal
field’s fastest-growing jobs, she
expected to review case files at
a pandemic-safe distance from
the comfort of her Ohio home.

paid, she'd have to
comply with a W PEnY-Iman
dated facial recognition system
for every minute of her con-
L If she leoked away for too

. she'd have to sean her
face back in from three sepa-
rate angles, a process she end-
ed up doing several times a d

For Krutchik, the laptop

Bulldozs
Foothall Teanm had ne
quarterback Josh Allen i

The

5400_u1165

Washi
swers for J5|II-
a A35-21 loss. I

Les
finally

THE NATION
Federal investigators

began to probe the cause
of’ an Am trak pa

Killed three people and
injured dozens in rural
Montana. A3
Democratic proposals

toimprove the nation’s
infrastructure and over-
haul federal education,
health-care and tax laws
remadn nnsettled just
abvead of key House
votes. Ad

THE WORLD

Awave of Haitians has
abandoned Chile, a na-
tion onee seen as aland
of opportunity. A1

In a post-Brexit rever
sal. Briwin is pranting
EMEFEENCY Visas i over
10,0400 foreigners as
wrestles with a shortagpe
of truck drivers. A1z

THE ECONOMY
Forensics investigators
have grovwn savvier at
blockchain use,
etoa ‘novel

CTYPLOCUITENCY
activity, Az

THE REGION

The Dvstrict is set to
test whether paying for
mare housing can tackle
th growing home-
s crisis. B

lessm

Commeree appearcd (o
issue an ultimatum o
twomoderate congress-
wormen from Virginia
over Demo o and
spending proposal. Bl

THE WEEK AHEAD

MONDAY

The Supremse

Court meets for 8 con-
Ference.

The Semate conve v
discuss leg) lll)ll ex
wendis BUweron
funading and de! ll“ring
emergency’ assistanoe.

TUESDAY
Defense Secretary

Lloyd Austin and other
bl itary offle -n-~r1{‘\.
clurring
Services Uor

hearingon Afghanistan.
Former president Ba-
rack Obama and Mi-
chelle Obama attend the
groundbreaking For his
presidential centerin
Chicago.

WEDNESDAY
President Biden travels
to Chicag to promote

e requirements tor
5505,

THURSDAY

Jobless claims are estl
mzted at 335,000,

A Senate COmmercs
subcommittee holds
hearingon protecting
children online

FRIDAY

Ty Carter, rh.-u.]d.
et living former U
president. turms 97,

INSIDI

vl

I

Power
vacuum
looms in
Germany
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS

HAVE EDGE IN VOTE
it

ion battle brewing
for post-Merkel rule -

BY LoveEnay MoRrRIS.
Rick Noack

AND FLORIAN NEUROP
BERLIN — Chancellor Angela
Merkel's Christian  Democrats
postec] the worst-ever election
results on Sunday, coming in sec-
ond to their traditional center-deft
rival for the first tfime in & decade
and a half as parties prepare for
what could be weeks of rocky talks
o make a government.

With all 209 districts reporting,
the center-right conservatives
that have dominated Germany's
postwar  leadership  had  just
24 percent of the vote, according
to preliminary numbers. That's
the lowest mark for the storied
party since its founding in 1945,

The center-left Social Demo-
cratz, who ran a steady canmps
under Olaf Scholz, won 26 per-
cent, a trnaround for the party
that started election season in &
distant third. It will give him the
strongest mandate to for o
Joerity government, butwheth
can remains unclear

Amnd with the results so close,
Christian Democratic  leader
Armin Laschet indicated that he
would be doing “everything possi-
ble”™ to make a mling coalition
himself.

The election results will shape
the future of policy not only in
Berlin, but across Europe, where
Merkel's veteran hand will be ab-
sent asshe moves into retirement.
But with no easy path w a ruling
majority for anyone, both lead
candidates pointed to a lengthy
road of talks ahead, sayving they
hoped to have a coaliti
ment in place before Chirds

The wrangling will take place
amid a challenging backdrop for

SEE MANY ON Al4

Surveillance ol workers
al home likely to outlast con

id
king little camer light
r became a nightmare —
reminder of what her
new workday might look like
even after the pandemic fades.
After two weeks, she ended her
contract and pledged never wo
consent to that kind of moni-
roring again.

“It's just this constant

nerve-r
re trving to co
trate, and in the back of your
mind, you know  you're on
camera the entire time” she
said. “While you're reviewing a
doeument, you don’t know who
is reviewing you."

The spread of the delta v
ant has Kept many of Ameri
office employees working from
home and fueled a rise in

SEESURVEILLANCE ON A18

unblil

un-

STYLE

Tough testimonies
A conversation between
Anita Hill and Christine
Blasey Ford as part of a
new podcast series is
moving, Margaret
Sullhvan writes. &1

A show of force
Maestro Glanandrea
Moseda presided over an
enthusiastic scene al the
NSO season openar, C1
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Hamilton hace
historia: alcanzo
la victoria 100

Al ganar el Gran Premio de Rusia, se convirtio
enel primer piloto de Formula 1que lograesa
meta; recuperdel liderazgo en el campeonato
v desplazda Verstapper. Deportes. Pagina 8

BOCA LEGANO A
COLON Y LLEGA FIRME
AL SUPERCLASICO

deportes

Se impuso porlaenla Bombonera,
conun golazode Orsini ante el dltimo
campedn; invictoen la era Battaglia, llega
con envidn al choque con River.

MIKE FLANAGAN, EL
REGRESO DEL GRAN
MAESTRO DEL TERROR

espectdculos

Seestrena en Netflix la miniserie Misa de
medianoche, del autor de un suceso comao
La maldicidn de Hill House; una apuesta
Ccon nuevos ingredientes.

LA NACION

LUNES 27 DE SEPTIEMBRE DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

La AFIP acentiua maniobras

parabeneficiar a empresarios

Crecen las
trabas para
importary
afectanala
clase media

y funcionarios kirchneristas
cIro. Favorecié ante la Justicia a Cristébal Lopez, Fabidn de Sousa v Lazaro Bdez;
desactivo equipos que investigaban denuncias v ascendidé a empleados oficialistas

Diego Cabot ¥
Hugo Alconada Mon
LA NACTON

Eldesistimientode la querella pe-
nal contra los empresarios Cristd-
bal Ldpez y Fabidn de Sousa que
la Administracion Federal de In-

gresos Pablicos (AFIP) comunicd
a la Justicia Penal fue el Gltimo
eslabdn de una larga serie de me-
didas controvertidas que adopto
elorganismoy que beneficiarona
figuras del kirchnerismo o cerca-
nasaeseespaciodesde diciembre
de 2019,

Esas medidas se complementa-
ron con otrasdestinadas a investi-
gar la actuacion de los dos titula-
res dela AFIP durante el gobierno
de Mauricio Macri-Alberto Abad
y Leandro Cuccioli- y sus princi-
pales colaboradores. Continia en
lapagina g

Para Marcd del Pont,

el organismo hace

“lo correcto™

Pagina 9

La Oficina Anticorrupcicn
abandona querellas

Pagina 9

Almanh ante el inicio de | ¢/ munido— Alemania protagonizé ayer unas historicas elecciones que marcan el iniciode
laera po&Angela Merkel

una nueva era, tras 16 afios de Angela Merkel en el poder. Con un resultado refiido, obtenia
una leve ventaja el candidato de la oposicion socialdemocrata, Olaf Scholz. Pagina2

MARKUS SCHREBERIAP

DpOLAR. Faltan insumos
textiles, repuestos de autos
v hasta cipsulas de café

Camila Dolabjian

LA RACTON

En las dltimas semanas se multi-
plicaron los reclamos por faltan-
tesdeinsumos importados parala
produccidn. Son bienes deconsu-
ma, bienes intermedios-comoal-
gunas piezas e insumos que usan
laindustriay el agro-y productos
finales. Textiles e indumentaria,
autopartes y hasta productos ali-
menticiosson los principal és afec-
tados. Continia en lapagina 16

EL ESCENARIO
Delagrietaala
brecha entre el
poder vy la gente

Claudio Jacquelin

L& NACION

Paginal0

Aperturas. El
turismo local
revive sin

restricciones
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ENTREVISTA DA 22
Omar Aziz

Aras nao vai
poder matar
no peito e
ignorar CPI

Presidente da CPI da Co-
vid, senador afirma gque o
relatdrio final serd robus-
to para nio ser engavetado
pelo procurador-geral da
Republica, Augusto Aras.
Texto recomendard indi-
ciamento de membros da
gestao Bolsonaro por cri-
mes contra avida, sanita-
rio e por omissao, diz Aziz.
Para ele, existemn "indi-
cios fortissimos” de que
houve busca de vantagens
ao negociar vacinas. sz

Celso Rocha de Barros
A comissao achou o
CPF dos culpados

A CPI provoua ocorréncia
do maior crime da histo-
ria republicana brasileira.
Achou documentos certos
e o CPFdos culpados. Pro-
vou que Bolsonaro recu-
sou compra de vacinas da
Pfizer e Butantan, Poder A9

Em baixa no cargo,
Queiroga acena
ao bolsonarismo
Seis meses a frente da Saa-
de e infectado com Covid,
omédico Marcelo Queiro-
%1 aurorizou estudos sobre
esobrigar o uso das mis-
caras, afastou da pasta no-
mes vetados por apoiado-
res do governo e usou ar
gumentos frigeis ao ten-
tar impediravacinacio de
adolescentes. Cotidiano B1

Pfizer amplia até
20 vezes anticorpo
apds Coronavac

O reforco coma vacina da
Pfizer aumentou em até 20
wvezes o nivel de anticor
POS eI Pessoas imuniza-
das com o esguema com-
pleto da Coronavac. Osre-
sultados preliminares fo-
ram revelados em estudo
no Uruguai, onde 24% ja
receberam trés doses con-
tra a Covid-19. cotidiano B1

EDITORIAIS A2

Contra o relogio
Sobre debave em torno da
volta do hordrio de verdo.

Violéncia americana

Acerca de elevagio da ta-
xade homicidios nos EUA,

ATMOSFERA

540 Paulo hoje

oh  &h 13k 18h 24k

Haje Amanhi
Rio & 1931 851933
Brasilia £ 1730 £ 1630
Ribeirde £2 1834 & 1934

Fonte: www.chimatempo.com. be
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Eleicao acirrada na
Alemanha deixa
governo indefinido

Projecbes apontam empate técnico entre conservadores
e sociais-democratas, o que promete complicar coalizdes

Livia Villas Boas,/CBF/Divulgacia

CORINTHIANS E TRI NO FEMININO

Victdria, que marcou de bicicleta, festeja gol na vitdriapor3 a
1 sobre o Palmeiras na final do Campeonato Brasileiro Femi-
nino; clube confirmou hegemonia entre mulheres esporte B7

TEMPESTADE DE POEIRA ‘ENGOLE’ FRANCA,

Pesquisas de boca de urna
da eleiciio alema deste do-
mingo {26) indicam um em-
pate fEcTico entre os sociais-
democratas (SPD), liderados
por OlafScholz, e 0s conser-
vadores da Unido Democra-
ta-Crista (CDU), de Armin
Laschet —este apoiado pe-
la atual primeira-ministra,
Angela Merkel. O SPD esta-
ria com 26% do votos, ante
24% da CDU, informa Ana
Estela de Sousa Pinto.

Mathias Alencastro

Pleito traz licdes a democracias
liberais com extrema direita

Mundeo Ald

O cendrio ndo permite pre-
Ver quem p‘U-Lh:' S lornar o
sucessor de Merkel; aponta
apenas 0 inicio de comple-
xas negociagdes —que po-
dem levar semanas— paraa
formacio de uma coalizdo.

As duas siglas disseram
que tentardo formar uma
coligagio para governar o
pais. Ambas compodem a
alianca que da sustentacio
a Merkel, que fica no cargo
até a eleicio do novo premié.

R% 5,00

As projegdes sinalizam
ainda que os Verdes tive-
ram o melhor desempenho
em 40 anos de histdria: es-
tho em terceiro, com 14%,
seguidos pelos liberais da
FDP (11%), de direita.

Os alemies votam em de-
putados, ndono candidatoa
premié —por isso, a forma-
cao de coligacdes é essenci-
al. Numeros oficiais prelimi-
nares devem ser divulgados
nestasegunda (27). Mundo Ao

Catarina Rochamonte

Opinido AT

NO INTERIOR DE SAO PAULO

Sob pressao, Merkel dizia:
nds vamos conseguir

Bané Flinie Meurs

Cidade é tomada por nuvermn escura e forte ventania; Sabesp recomendou que moradores nao desperdicem dgua com limpeza das casas cotidiane B2

Maria Lira Marques, com uma de suas obras sauwide nahas

Sport B6

Surfe caipira

Em ltupeva, interior de SP, piscina de ondas em
condominio simula esporte e atrai até campedes

la C1
Artista do Vale do
Jequitinhonha usa
solo da regido para
pintar bichos irreais

IHus

Dias Melhores B3
Méedica leva enxada
a formatura para
homenagear pais
lavradores em MG

Cotidiano B4
Boom do comércio
online diversifica
modelos de
bicicletas em SP

Figque atento a
cotagao para compra
de boas agdes com

a baixa na Bolsa

Al2

STF trava
investigacao
sobre 7/9 de
Bolsonaro

O Supremo Tribunal Fe-
deral deixou parados pe-
didos parague o presiden-
te Bolsonaro seja investi-
gado pelos discursos gol-
pistas do 7 de Setembro.
Também vem sendo adi-
ado o julgamento sobre
direito a toro especial do
senador Flavio Bolsonaro
(Patriota-R]) no caso das
rachadinhas. Procurada,
a ministra Carmen Liicia,
responsavel pelos casos,
niose manifestou. Poderas
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Pedro Galli destaco aporte de la ganaderia para mitigar efectos de pandemia

ARP exige seguridad juridica y
fin de amenaza de criminales

Reclamaron al Gobierno no escatimar esfuerzos para conseguir la liberacién de Oscar
Denis, Félix Urbieta y Edelio Morinigo. Pidieron ferreo combate a corrupcion e impunidad.
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LA MORT DU CAPORAL-CHEF

MAXIME BLASCO,
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Les Republicains
enroute pour

le congréseaces

ETATS-UNIS

A Del Rio, au Texas,
les migrants
haitiens ont mis
alépreuve
I'Administration
Biden races
CYCLISME

Julian Alaphilippe
champion

du monde pour
la deuxieme fois
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FORMULE 1
Lewis Hamilton,
cent victoires

en Grand Prix sace:

MODE
A Milan, le defile
surprise de Fendi

Bras de fer pour la
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Chancellerie

Le social-démocrate Olaf Scholz
et son rival conservateur, Armin Laschet,
sont presque a égalité a l'issue

des élections allemandes.
Alors que tous deux revendiquent

EUTERS; SOEREN STACHE/DFA-ZENTRALBLD/ DP; PHOTOMONTAGE LE FIGARD

et Versace H
PAGE 34 E
: ‘ Armin Laschet, CDU. |
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- Lanaly rés Merke
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PAGES 18 A 21 page de I"ére Merkel. Aucou-  sent du perpétuel ronronnement germani-

Angela Merkel a-t-elle

de-a-coude, le social-démo

crate Olaf Scholz et le conser-
vateur Armin Laschet ont rivalisé durant la
campagne pour incarner "authentigue héri-
tier de la chanceliére. A 1'arrivée, ils revendi-
quent tous deux un mandat pour gouverner,
mais le mieux placeé n'est peut-étre pas le
dauphin le plus « Egitime -,

que. [ls voudralent voir la premiére puissance
economique du continent prendre davantage
de responsabilités dans une compétition in

ternationale de plus en plus aigué ot dange-

gk i e
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‘Youhavetobea
control freak’
Mike Leigh
on50years

of outsider
film-making

CF

Petrol crisis: PM to rule on
using army to deliver fuel

Aubrey Allegretti

Political correspondent

Hundreds of soldiers could be scram-
bled todeliver fuel to petrol stations,
which are running dry across the
country because of panicbuyingand
ashortage of drivers, under an emet-
gency plan expected to be considered
by Boris Johnson later today.

State
ownership
fans new
Labour
energy row

Heather Stewart
FPolitical editor

Labour’s energy policy has been =
plunged into disarray after the party

leader, Keir Starmer, blindsided the
shadow business secretary, Ed Mili-
band, by ruling out nationalising the
big six energy companies.
Itisunderstood Miliband was frus-

trated by Starmer’s comments, as |=
he had been keen to keep open the 2
option of nationalising parts of the [

energy sector to aid the economy’s
transition to net zero carbon,
Appearing on BBC One's Andrew
Marr Show yesterday, hours before
Lahour conference delegates passeda
radical motion calling for a “socialist
green new deal”, Starmer was asked
directly whether he would con-

sider nationalising the key @e
energy providers to tackle

JI
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The prime minister will gather
ministers to scrutinise “Operation
Escalin™ after BP admitted that a
third of its petrol stations had run
out of the main two grades of fuel,
whilethe Petrol Retailers Association
(PRA), which represents almost 5,500
independent outlets, said 50%-90%
ofitsmembers had reported running
out, It predicted that the rest would
soon follow,

il
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A Social Democrats cheer in Berlin after exit polls put them just ahea

Review Vigil finale %% %%
‘An anxiety-inducing horror’

The

@ Lor200years

Guardian

The developments led to growing
fears that the UK could be heading
into another “winter of discontent”
and warnings that shelves could be
emptier than usual in the run-up to
Christmas.

In an attempt to stop the crisis
deepening, ministers including the
business secretary, Kwasi Kwarteng,
thetransport secretary, Grant Shapps,
and the home secretary, Priti Patel,

‘Sabina Nessa killing:
new suspect arrested

Detectives are questioning a 36-year-old man
onsuspicion of the murder of the London
schoolteacher,in what they called a ‘significant
development’ in the case.News Page 11 =

d aof the CDUYCSU, the party of the outgoing ch

gathered for a midday meeting ves-
terday to discuss options.
Operation Escalin was conceived
years ago during the planning for a
no-deal Brexit, and would invelve the
drafting of hundreds of soldiers to
drive areserve fleet of 80 tankers. Itis
understood it would take uptothree
weeks to fully implement, because
some ofthose mobilised may already
beonother deployments, Escalinwas
touted as an option last week - but
government sources played down the
chances of it being put into action.
Last night, Kwarteng announced
that fuel firms would be temporarily
excluded from the Competition Act.
Officials said it would make it easier
for irms to “share information, so
that they can more easily prioritise
the delivery of fuel tothe parts of the

country and strategic loca- oe
tions most in need”.

‘1can remember the
winter of discontent

... this feels very,
very reminiscent’

David Morris
Conservative MP

Germany
.« Tight exit poll
\ gives SPD hope

S

4, (T

Cop26 pledges won't meet
1.5C target, officials admit

Major leaders in climate diplomacy have privately
shared fears that the vital talks - billed as one of the
last chancestostave off climate breakdown - will
not bring the required breakthrough. News Page 2 —



