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News
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elta Air Lines said

employess who aren’t
vaccinated against Covid-19
will have to pay a $S200
menthly health-insurance
surcharge and could lose
pay protection for missing
work due to the disease. Al

+ Western Digital is in
advanced talks to merge
with Japan's Kioxia in a
deal that could be valued
at more than $20 billion
and further reorder the
global chip industry. Al

# LS. authorities are imves-
tgating Deutsche Banks DWS
arm after the firm’s former

heaclufsustamamlltysawllr

# OnlyFans suspended its
pJ.an to prohibit content fea-
turing sexually explicit con-
duct, a policy about-face for
the social-media platform. BL
* U.S. stocks rose, with the
S&P 500 and Nasdaq gain-
ing 0.2% and 0.1%, respec-
tively, to close at records.
The Dow added 0.1%. B9

4+ Robinhood’s stock give-
aways to customers have
saddled some companies
with larger bills for deliv-
ering proxy statements,
and the practice is now
sparking a backlash. Bl

+ An ABC News staffer
filed a lawsuit against Mi-
chael Corn, the former top
producer of “Good Morning
America," alleging he sex-
ually assaulted her. B1

# Chinese ride-hailing gi-
ant Didi has delayed plans

to expand to Britain and Ea-
rope, partly due to political
and regulatory 5. Bl

World-Wide

try to the job of loading the
remaining ULS. military per-
sonnel and essential eguip-
ment onto the final depart-
ing planes. Al, A7, A8, AD

+ Federal regulators are
likely to approve a Cowvid-19
booster shot for vaccinated
adults starting at least six
months after the previous
dose in advance of the
White Haust:plan to start

of its Cowid-19 vaccine was
found in a study to generate
a SIrong Mmune response,
Justifying a booster shot. A6
+ The U.S. program to help
tenants and landlords strug-
gling with the impact of the
pandemic has delivered just
a fraction of the promised
aid, data from t]'le Treasury
Department show. A2

#* A fiederal judge ordered
sanctions against attorneys
who sued Michigan officials
alleging rthat widespread
frand denied Trump the
election there in 2020. A4
* A Michigan militia
member was sentenced to
six years and three months
in prison after he pleaded
guilty to taking part in a plot
to kidnap Gow, Whitmer, A2
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Facing an Aug. 31 deadline
to leave Afghanistan, the U.S.
must shift in a few days from
evacuating thousands of Af-

By Nancw A
Youssef, Saeed Shakh
and Courtney McBride

ghans and up to 1,500 Ameri-
cans still in the country to the
job of loading the remaining
U.S. military personnel and es-
sential equipment onto the fi-
nal departing planes,

The evacuation operation in
Kabul is taking place under in-
creasingly perilous conditions.
The US. Embassy, citing terror
threats, issued a security alert
late Wednesday to tell Ameri-
cans not to travel to Hamid
Karzai International Airport
and said those already there
should leave.

“ILE. citizens who are at the
Abbey Gate, East Gate, or
North Gate now should leave
immediately,” the alert sabd. Of-
ficials have been warning that

U. S. Hunting for Americans
As Afghan Deadline Closes In

members of the Afghan branch
of the Islamic State extremist
Eroup were trying to mount an
attack on military personnel or
civilians at the airport.

The Biden administration on
Wednesday provided its first
count of American civilians in
Afghanistan, saying up to 1L.500
U.S. citizens remained in the
country.

U.S. officials are tryving to
evacuate 500 of the Americans,
and are in contact with them,
Secretary  of State Antony

Blinken said at the State De-
partment. The status of an-
other 1,000 civ n Americans
is unclear, sal Mr. Blinken,
adding that U.S. officials were
trying to contact them.

He said some may not be
U.S. citizens, others may have
left the country already and
some may be planning to stay.

Approximately 4,500 Ameri-
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# Private rescue efforts grow
desperate . AT

Delta Air
Sets Fee

For Staff
Refusing

Vaccine

Aijrline adds $200
monthly surcharge for
unvaccinated workers,
warns of no sick pay

By Avison SIDER

Delta Air Lines Inc. pivoted
to a more-punitive approach
toward getting its workforce
vaccinated against Covid-19,
saving unvaccinated workers
will pay a $200 monthly
health-insurance  surcharge
and could lose pay protection
for missing work due to the
disease.

The moves reflect a new
front in companies’ efforts to
keep employees safe and
working. Until now, many em-
ployers used incentives, such
as cash bonuses, 1o motivate
workers to get vaccinated, or
have mandated vaccinations.

Delta’s approach instead fo-
cuses on the financial burden
of Covid-19 and aims to trans-
fer it to those resisting vacci-
nation. Studies show vaccina-
tion greatly reduces the risk of
severe disease or death from
the disease.

The $200 monthly charge
for unvaccinated workers en-
rolled in Delta’s healtheare
plan “will be necessary to ad-
dress the financial risk the de-
cision to not vaccinate is cre-
ating for our company,”" Chief
Executive Ed Bastian wrote ta
employees Wednesday.

Mr. Bastian put a price on
the lack of vaccination, saying
the additional charge will help
to cover hospital stays that
are more likely for unwvacei-

Please furn fo page A&

Chip Makers in Talks
For $20 Billion Merger

By Cara LOMBARDO
AnD Dana CivLiuca

Western Digital Corp. is in
advanced talks to merge with
Japan’s Kioxia Holdings Corp.,
according to people familiar
with the matter, in a deal that
could be valued at more than
£20 billion and further reor-
der the global chip industry.

Long-running  discussions
between the companies hawve
heated up in the past few weeks
and they could reach agreement
on a deal as early as mid-Sep-
rember, the people said. West-
ern Digital would pay for the
deal with stock and the com-
bined company would likely be
run by its Chief Executive, Da-
vid Goeckeler, the people said.

There is no guarantee West-

ern Digital, which had a mar-
ket value of around $19 billion
Wednesday afternocon, will seal
an agreement, and Kioxia could
still opt for an initial public of-
fering it had been planning or
another combination.

The Wall Street Journal re-
Purted in March that Western
tal and Micron Technology
|nc_ were examining potential
deals with Kioxia, which
makes NAND flash-memory
chips used in smartphones,
computer servers and other
devices. Micron's interest has
since cooled and Kioxia has
been focused on discussions
with Western Digital, which
has deep existing ties with the
Japanese company.

Any transaction would re-

Please rurn ro page A2

Tech Stocks
Gain in China
After big selloffs this
summer, China's internet
stocks are climbing back. B4

Share-price performance
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Booster Shots Likely
After Six Months

By STEPHANIE ARMOUR
Ann JARED 5. HOPKINS

Federal regulators are likely
o approve a Covid-19 booster
shot for waccinated adults
starting at least six months af-
ter the previous dose in ad-
wvance of the White House plan
o start boosters in eighet
months, a person familiar with
the plans said, as the Biden
administration steps up prepa-
rations for delivering boosters
to the public.

Data from vaccine manufac-
turers and other countries un-
der review by the Food and
Drug Administration is based
on boosters being given at six
months, the person said. Ap-
proval for PAizer Inc. and part-

ner BioNTech SE could come
in mid-September.

The Biden administration
and companies have said there
should be encugh supply for
boosters that they plan to be-
gin distributing more widely
on Sept. 20. The U.5. has pur-
chased a combined one billion
dogses from Pfizer and Mod-
erna Inc. A White House
spokesman declined to com-
ment. An FDA spokeswoman
declined to comment on inter-
actions with vaccine makers.

Flizer and BioNTech said
Wednesday they had asked
U.5. health regulators to au-

Please turn to page AG

# Virus-origin sleuths say time
Is sl 6

Your Toddler
Demands
Sanitizer
Covid rituals create
kids hand-wined
for hygiene habits

By KnvsTar Hur

Like many toddlers, 1-year-
old Asher Subramanyam is ca-
pable of bending the house-
hold  to  his rmoutines  and
rituals.

The Connecticut tot de-
mands that all visitors wash
their hands before leaning
down for a hug. There are no
exceptions, as his grandpar-
ents found out on a recent
wisit.

“He would motion for them
to wash their hands or he
weould come over and pretend
to give them hand sanitizer,™
says Asher's father, Dr. Venkat
Subramanyanm.

Covid-19 has created a sub-

Please turn to page AIO0

Israel’s New l.eader

Fights Its Old One

Can Bennett hold on to his government?

By Dov Lienesn
AnND Rory JONES

TEL AVIV-—Since taking
over in.June as Isrsel's prime
minister, Naftali Bennett has
ried to construct a new politi-
cal order. The biggest obstacle
might be the man he dis-
placed, his predecessor, Benja-
min Netanyahu.

Mr. Bennett, a right-wing
paolitician who will be in
Washington this week to meet
FPresident Joe Biden, heads an
unstable coalition of leftist,
right-wing and Arab parties
andl by necessity must gowern
from the center.

He has tried to call every
minister each week to ask how
they are, according to coali-
tion members. His tweets add
the handles of other ministers
to congratulate them on the
government’s work, which is

studiously avoiding tackling
contentious isswes head on.
He's twrned to private sector
experts on the coronavirus
and other issues, asking for
ideas via WhatsApp.

In a video published on
Twitter this month, Mr. Ben-
nett and members of each co-
alition party uwrged people to
get vaccinated against the cor-
onavirus, regardless of politi-
cal affiliation.

Mr. Bennett's coalition ac-
complished what no other op-
ponent of Mr. Netanyahu could
over the past 12 years—it
drove him from power. The
palitical survival of the 49-
vear-cld prime minister de-
pends on winning enough
wotes beyond his traditional
constituency to continue to
lead. At stake is moving the
country past a divisive and

Pleage turn to page AIO
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Tech Britannia

Cambridge hub provides template

for sUCCess — BROOKE MASTERS, PAGE 17

WORLD BUSINESS NEWSPAPER

Pot of gold
Miche lenders reap high profits from
cannabis growers —BiG READ. PAGE 15

USA 5250 Canada CST.00

Asimov power

Sci-fi vision for solar panels in space
ShCIWS prom ise — INSIDE BUSINESS, PAGE &

Tour of duty
Harris tests
mood in Asia

Kamala Harrls pays her respects at the
memorial in Hapod to former US senator
Johm MoeCain on the third anniversary of
his death. The site marks the spot where
his navy ajreraft was shot down by the
Morth Vietnamese in 1967,

The US vice-president {s on a tour of
south-east Asia aimed at bolstering
Washington's influence in the face of
increasing Chinese assertiveness, and to
see first-hand the reghon’s recovery from
theCovid-19 pandemic.

South Korea, a leading US ally in the
region. called on Washington yesterday
to encourage drugmakers to share the
mRNA technobogy that wouold alkow it ts
boost domestic vaccine cutpat to tackle
the risk from the Delta variant.

Vaccime deadlock page &

UK watchdog’s Binance warning

raises alarm over crypto-platforms

o FCA sees risks to consumers & Exchange fails to answer queries & Group has no fixed HQ

ADAH SAHEGH, PHILIF STAFFORD
AMD EVA STALAY — LONDGN

ome of the leading financial regulators
has sald it Is “not capable™ of propetly
supervising Binance despite the “sigmifi-
cant risk” posed by the cryptocurrency
exchange’s products, which allow con-
sumers bo take superchaned bets.

Einance is among the biggest crypto
exchanges, fucilitating hundreds of bil-
lions of dellars of transactions each
month.

But the Financial Conduct Authority
sald Binance’s UK affiliate had failed to
respond to basic queries, making it
Impossible to oversee the sprawling
group, which has no ficed headquarters
and offersservices around the world.

The admission underscores the chal-
lenge authoritles face In tackling poten-

Sex appeal sells extremism
in France's ‘fascist-sphere”

Marine La Pen, leader of the far-right
Radsemiblement National, has sought
o datoxily’ her party's Image withour
allenating core voters but some crifics
say others are doing the dirty wark”
for har. The past six vears have seen
tha arrival of the ‘fachosphare’, where
Irfluencers like Estelle ‘Redpill, above,
e sex appeal and jokes 1o ertice
Viewers o extreme views. The young,
key in Agril's vote, ana the main target.
Hope and risks = pacz T

Motebook » PASE 14

tal risks to consumers buaying frequen-
thy unregulated productsthrough arypto-
ourrency businesses, which can often
circumwvent national bans by giving
users access to facilities based overseas.

The London watchdog censured
EBinance two months ago, saying that the
company wasunauthorised to offer con-
ventional financial services or offer a
crypio exchangs within the UK. Regula-
tors in other major financial hubs have
also expressed concern but the com-
pany has contimeed to offer crypto trad-
Ing to consumers arournd the world.

The FCAsald yesterday that Binances
“complex and high-risk financial prod-
ucts” posed “a significant risk to con-
sumers”. It added that one of Binance’s
London-based affiliates, which is regis-
tered with the watchdog as an wvest-

STEFF CHAVEL — CHICAGD

Delta Adr Lines has said it will levy a
£200 a month sarcharge on unvacel-
nated employees enrolled in its health
care plan in the latest example of US
com pankes ralsing pressure on workers
to have the Covid-19 fab.

he first fully fledged approval of a vac
cime this week by the US Food and Drug
Administration, which gave a green
light to the BiolNTech/Plizer jab, has
prompted a string of companies to
introduce tougher miles on mocalations.

Toe Biden has nged buslness bead s
to “require vaccinations”™ for employ-
ees, and several have complied with the
s president’s request, including the
investment bank Goeldman sachs, the
acconntancy firm Deloitte and phar-
macyoperator CVS Health,

Delta ks the first blg US company to

ment company;, had suppled inswifl-
cient information on the wider group’s
praducts affered in the UK, as well as
other business details. That meant Cay-
‘man Eslands-incorporated Binance “was
ot capable of belng effectively super-
wvised”, it said.

Binance sakl it continued to “engage
with the FCA to resohve any outstanding
issues that may exist”. It added that it
had complied with requirements the
FCA patin place in Tane, including post-
ing of notioes to its website.

The FCA kicked off a string of warmn-
ings by ghobal regulators by banning
Enance’s UK affiltate from offering reg-
ulated products in the country. But Brit=
ish consumers canstill trade derivatives
and other regulated products on
Elmnce.come The exchange uses affill-

impose a financial penalty, although it
stopped short of introducing a vaccine
mandate, a step taken by United Air-
lirses and Amtrak.

Ed Bastian, Delta chief executive, said
the alrline had decided to impose the
%200 surcharge from November to imsu-
late Its healthcare plan agalnst the
“financial risk™ of paying for employees
sbckowith Cowid-19.

In a memo vo stafl, seen by the Finan-
clal . Bastiansald the average cost
of an employee’s Covid-related hospital
treatment was §40,000, and that all its
infected workers in recent weeks had
ot been fully vaccdnated.

In addition, a mask mandate will
come into effect immediately for
unvaccinated Delta workers and,
beginming on September 12, employees
whae are mot fully waccinated muost
submit toa weekly Covid-19 test.

Binance said
it continued to

‘engage with the
FCA to resolve
any outstanding
issues that

may exist®

Delta makes unvaccinated staff pay up
as Biden pushes business to get tough

ates In different jurisdictions to access
the comve: system.

Changpeng Zhao, its chief exscutive,
has vowed to boest compliance, while
watchdogs question the rigoor of its pol-
kckes to stop money lundering and the
financing ofterrorism on its platform.

The exchange had indicated to the
PCA that its UK operations were sepa:
rate from other parts of the group. But
internal Binance documents seen by the
Financial Times say “Binance is operat-
ing an FCA regulated business” and
noates “consumers will be subject to the
FCA regulatory gaidelines™

Einance sald: “The informaton pro-
wided to the FCA is cormect and we con-
tinue to have good faith discussions with
the UK regulator”
Lex page 18

Three-quarters of Delta employees
are vaccinated. Bastian said he wanted
that number to rise to "as close to 100
per cent as possibile”

Following the FDA's full approval of
the BioNTech/Pflzer jab, “we can be
confident that the . .. vaccine is safe
and effectlve”, Bastian told staff. “The
time for you to get vaccinated is now."

The chiefl executive added that from
September 30, only fully vaccinated
Delta employees with a breakthrough
infection would be eligible for Covid-19
pay protectisn while quarantining.

Bastian said the moves were a
response to the fast-spreading Delta
wariant. “Over the past few weeks, the
fight has changed with the rise of the
B.1.617.2 variant,” he said, pointing to
the increase in US hospital admissions
and deaths.

Gokdman calls shots on vaccine page &
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= Nate chiel flags terror threat to airlifc
Tens Stoltenbers has warmed that the risk of an
attack on troops running svacuations from Kabul
alrport s Fsing every day as the August 71 deadline
appmac}u-s.—me I MALEEHA LODHL PAGE 17

= EY fined £2.2m over Stagecoach audit

A Lonedon watchdog has penalised the firm over its
audit af the UK-listed transport group, Tt fined Mark
Harvey, the partner concerned, and ordered him
and EY o pay L0000 costs.— PAGE &: LEX. PAGE 18

» Big step for Biden's economy legislation
The S House of Representatives has o the
framework for the president’s $3.5tn spending plan,
after days of talks among Democrats. The detalbed
bill can mow be debated later in the year.— pace &

= Race to succeed Merkel blown open
‘The chancelors Christian

Democrats have lost thedr poll
lead. piling heat on candidate
Armin Laschet. It also raises
the prospect of 2 centre-left
government in Bedin— raca

= Om malies U-turn on porn ban
The social media platform has reversed its decision
o ban explicit content after founder Tim Stokely’s
eriticism in the FT of “unfair” banks sparked fresh
talks with “karger Instinmtkons™.— PASE & LEX, PAGE 10

» German business outlook darkens

The widely watched business climate index from
the Ifo mstitute vas shown supply chain disruptions
and concemsabout a resurgence in Covid infections
‘taking a toll on business expectations.— PASE @

= J&] says booster jab shows strong results
The healthcare group has said initial data shows a
strong antibody response to coronavins. Booster
shats are hotly debated as the WHO urges a focus
Instead om vaodnating poorer nathons.— FAGE &

President under pressure Jox Diden's.
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Today, becoming partly cloudy, hot,
humid, high Tonighe, partly
cloudy, warm, low 76, Tomorrow, hu-
mid, afternoon thunderstorms, high
90, Weather map is on Page B0
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NAVALNY IS GIVEN
PROPAGANDA DIET

First Interview From Jail

With Critic of Putin

By ANDREW E. KRAMER

MOSCOW — Russias most fa-
InTES risoner, the position
leader Aleksei A, Navalny, spends
much of his time tidying his cell-
hlock, reading letrers and visiting
the mess for meals, with porridze
aften on the menu.

But perhaps the most madden-
ing thing. he suggested, is being
forced wo watch Russian state TW
and selected propaganda films for
more than eight hours a day in
what the authorities call an
“mwareness raising” program that
has replaced hard labor for politi-
cal prisoners.

“Reading, writing or doing any-
thing else” is prohibited, Mr Na-
wvalny said of the forced screen
time. “You have bo sit in a chair
and watch TV And if an inmate
nods off, he said, the guards shout,
“Daont sleep, watch!™

In an interview with The New
York Times, his first with a news
organization since his arrest in
January, Mr. Navalny talked
abwout his life in prison, about why
Russia has cracked down so hard
on the opposition and dissidents,
and about his conwviction that
“Putin's regime,” as he calls it, is
doomed to collapse.

Mr. Mavalny started a major op-
position movement 0 expose
high-level corruption and chal-
lenge President Viadimir V. Putin
at the polls. He was imprisoned in
March after he returned to Russia
from Germany knowing he was
facing a parole viclation for a con-
wiction in a case seen as politically
motivated. As was well chronicled
at the time, he was out of the coun-
try to receive medical treatment
after being poisoned by Russian
agents with the chemical weapon
Novichok, according to Western
Eovernments.

Mr. Navalny has not been en-
tirely mure since his incarceration
in Penal Colony Mo, 2, just east of
Maoscow. Through lawyers,
who visit him regularly, he has
sent out oocasional social media
posts.

Mor is he being actively muz-
zled by the Kremlin. When asked
about Mr. Navalny’s social media
presence on Tuesday, Mr. Putins
spokesman, Dmitri S, Peskov, said
that it was “not our business™ if
ME Navalny spoke oul.

But the written exchange of

Continued on Page AID
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lapse,

Collapsed Condo Was Troubled From the Start

By MIKE BAKER
and MICHAEL LaFORGLA

It was in the middle of summer
in 1980 when developers raising a
pair of luxury condominium tow-
ers in Surfside, Fla., went to town
officials with an unuﬁnal request:
They wanted to add an extra foor
to each buildi

The application to o higher
was almost unheard-of for an am-
hitious development whose con-
struction was already well under-
way. The builders had not men-
tioned the added stories in their
original plans. It was not clear
how much consideration they had
given to how the extra floors
would affect the structures over-
all. And, most galling for town offi-
cials, the added penthouses would
violate height limits designed o
prevent laid-back Surfside from
becoming another Miami Beach.

At one poing, the town building
department issued a terse stop-
work order. But records show that

A Financially Strapped
Town Felt Bullied
by Developers

in the face of an intense campaign
that saw lawyers for the develop-
ers threaten lawsuits and argue
writh officials deep into the night,
the oppaosition folded — and the
developers got their way.

Frank Filiberto, who was on the
“Town Commission at the time, re-
called feeling as if the developers
re; and the other offi-
clals as “local yokel:

“They were bullies” Mr. Filib-
erto said. “There was a lot of an-

e
Although there is no indication
that the catastrophic collapse of
the Champlain Towers South
building in June was related 1w the
tacked-on penthouse, the alter-
ation was just one of many con-

tentious parts of a project that was
pushed through by agsressive de-
wvelopers at a time when the local
government seemed wholly un-
prepared for a new era of soaring
condo projects,

Surfside had only a part-time
building inspector, George De-
sharmais, who worked at the same
time for Bal Harbour, Bay Harbor
Islands and Morth Bay Village.
Records show that the Surfside
building department delegated in-
spections of the towers back to the
Champlain Towers builders, who
tapped their own engineer to sign
off on construction work., The
town manager was unable to re-
solve the penthouse issue be-
cause, just as the issue came be-
fore the city, he was arrested on
charges — later dismis: — of
peeping into the window of a 13-
year-old girl and abruptly re-
signed.

The development team itself
had a dubious record. The archi-

Continwed on Page AL

1,500 Citizens Remain

In Afghanistan as U.S.
Intensifies Rush to Exit

Pakistan Has Future
Riding on Taliban

By JANE PERLEZ

Just days after the Taliban
took Kabul, their flag was flying
high above a central mosgue in
Pakistan's capital. It was an
in-your-face gesture intended to
spite the defeated
Americans, But it
was also a sign of
the real vietors in
the Z0-year Afghan war.

Pakistan was ostensibly Amer-
jca’s partner in the war against
Al Qaeda and the Taliban. Its
military won tens of billions in
American aid over the Last tae
decades, even as Washington
acknowledged that much of the
money disappeared into unac-
eounted sinkholes.

But it was a relationship riven
by duplicity and divided mterests
from its wery start after 8/11. Mol
least, the Afghan Taliban the

ericans were fighting are, in
large part, a creation of Paki-
stan's intelligence service, the
L5.1., which throug]
of the war nurtured and pro-
tected Taliban assets inside
Pakistan,

In the last three months as the
Taliban swept across Afghani-
stan, the Pakistani military
waved a surge of new fizhters
across the horder from sanctuar-
ies inside Pakistan, tribal leaders
have said. Tt was a final coup de
grace to the American-trained
Afghan security forces,

“The Pakistanis amd the L.5.1.
think they have won in Afghani-
stan,” said Robert L. Grenier, a
former C.1A. station chief in
Pakistan. But, he warned, the
Pakistanis should watch what
they wish for: “If the Afghan
Taliban become leaders af a
pariah state, which is likely,
Pakistan will find itself tethered

Continued on Page A8
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Fears for the Afghan
Allies Left Behind

LARA JAKES
and MICHAEL LEVENSON

WASHINGTON — At least
1,500 American citizens remain in
Afghanistan with just deays left be-
fore the scheduled ULS. withdraw-
al from the country, but officials on
Wednesday acknowledged the re-
ality that tens of thousands of Af-
ghan allies and others at high risk
of Taliban reprisals would be left
behind.

The sound of gunfire, and
clouds of tear gas and black
smoke, filled the air around the in-
ternational airport in Kabul, the
capital, as thousands of Afghans
wssed at the gates on Wednes-
day, desperate 1o escape ahead of
the American military's final de-
parture on Aug. 31, after 20 years
of war,

The U5, Embassy warmed
Americans later in the day to stay
away from the airport and told
anyone outside the perimeter to
“leave immediately” The British
and Australian governments fis-
sued similar warnings.

A senior ULS. official, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity o
describe  confidential — assess-
ments, confirmed that the United
States was tracking a “specific”
and “credible” threat at the air-
port from the Islamic State affili-
ate in Afghanistan, which has car-
ried out dozens of attacks in re-
cent vears and is a rival of the Tal-
iban.

As military and govermment
charter flights took off every 45
minutes as part of an airlift, Biden
administration officials said they
had evacuated nhcml B2,300 peo-
ple since A the day before
Kabul fell to tl'u: Taliban. Around
4,500 of them were American citi-
zens, with 500 mere expected Lo
depart soon.

Continued on Page AS

G.O.P. DIVIDE The resettlement of Afghan allies in the ULS. is revealing
a schism between the party’s anti-immigrant wing and others. PAGE A9

SHEAK PEEK Two members of Congress went to Kabul to see the ovac-
wation process for themselves, They got bipartisan rebukes. PAGE A9

A State So Dry,

By HENRY FOUNTAIN

TOWMER, M.D. — Darrell Rice
stood in a field of corn he'd planted
in early June, to be harvested in
the fall and chopped up to feed the
hundreds of cows and calves he
raises in central North Dakota.

“It should be six, seven, eight
foot tall,” he said, looking down at
the stunted plants at his feet, their
normally floppy leaves rolled
tight against their stalks to con-
serve water in the summer heat.

Like ranchers across the state,
Mr. Rice is suffering through an
epic drought as bad or worse than
anywhere else in this season of ex-
treme weather in the Western half
of the country.

A lack of snow last winter and
almost no spring rain have creat-
ed the driest conditions in genera-
tions. Ranchers are being forced
to sell off portions of herds they
have built up for years, often at
fire-sale prices, to stay in busi-
ness.

Some won't miake it.

“1t"s a really bad situation,” said
Randy Weigel, a catthe buyer, whao
said this drought may force some
alder ranchers 1o retire. = They ' ve
worked all their lives to get their
cow herd to where they want, and
now they don't have enough feed
o feed them.”

Since December, in the weekly
maps produced by the United
Sgates Drought Monitor, all of
Morth Dakota has been colored in

Ranchers Are Selling Cows Before They Starve | Biden in Sprint

el
. ,ai;c

e
FEW VORKE TIMES

A parched ranch in McHenry County, N.I3., where months of drought have decimated cattle feed.

shades of yellow, orange and red,
symbolizing various degrees of
drought. And since mid-May, Mc-
Henry County, where Mr Rice
ranches and farms, has been
squarely in the middle of a swath

of the darkest red, denoting the
most extreme conditions,

The period from January 2020
to this June has been the driest 18
months in McHenry and 11 other
counties in the state since modern

record keeping began 126 years
ago, according to the MNational
Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration.
“I've been ranching for 47 years
Contirnued on Page A12

To Lift Economy
And Presidency

By JIM TANKERSLEY
and EMILY COCHRANE
WASHIMNGTON — President

Biden, his aides and his allies in

Congress face a September
sprint to secure a legislative
wictory that could define his
carly presidency.

Democrats are
racing the clock
after party leaders
in the House struck a deal this
week to advance the two-track
approach that Mr Biden hopes
will deliver a 34 trillion overhaul
of the federal government’s role
in the economy: That agreement
sets up a potentially perilous
vote on one part of the agenda by
Sept. 27: a hipartisan deal on
roads, broadband, water pipes
and other physical infrastruc-
ture. Tt also spurred House and
Senate leaders to intensify ef-
forts to complete a larger, Demo-
crats-only ball to fight climate
change, expand educational
access and invest haavily in
workers and families, inside that
same window.

If the party's factions can
bridge their differences in time,
they could deliver a signature
legislative achievement for Mr.

Corttinued on Page AIS
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Seeking Help on Spy Miszions

BUSINESS B1-6
How Mexico Aided Journalists

Despite their opposing views on Iran,
Israel’s prime minister, Maftali Bennett,
wants President Biden to support
covert Israeli operations against
Tehran's nuclear program. PAGE AlD

China Floats Covid Falsehoods

Trying to fend off investigations into the

The country’s fareign minister led an
effort 1o take in Afghans who worked
for The New York Times, and their
families, Ben Smith writes. PAGE B1

A Thorny VWaccination Tactic
Delta Air Lines will charge unvaccinat-
ed workers more for health insurance, a

MNATIONAL AlL.19
Hochul Chooses Her No. 2

SPORTS B7-10
An Archer Finds ‘My People’

THURSDAY STYLES D1.6
A New Line on Cotton Totes

v Kathy C. Hochul selected Brian A. pandemic's origins in China, Beijing is Lia Corvell often questioned if life with move mired in legal doubes, BRGE B You can get those fashionable little bags
Benjamin, a state senator from Harlem, promoting baseless thearies that the a debilitating disease was worth Hving. prety much everywhene, So how did a
as lieutenant governor, FAGE AlS United States may be the true source of She found the answer. FAGE BS supposed environmental solution be-
v ARTS C1-6 b

the coronavirus. PAGE Ad coame part of the problem? PAGE D4
Returning Home to Flames Williams Will Miss U.S. Open She Had All the Answers
A beloved ranching communmnity in OPINION A22.23 A nagging hamstring injury is still too Reparting from the author of a book
MNorthern California faces destruction N tender for the 23-time Grand Slam about “Jeopardy ™ thrust the game show
by America’s largest wildfire. PAGE All Farhad Manjoo PAGE A2% singles champion, PAGE BT into a period of uncertainty. PAGE C1 3546130 9
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BRITISH AND U.S. security forees watch over Afghans waiting at the Kabul airport. The ULS. promised to rescue vulnerable Afghans.

ANALYSIS

Recall
backers
blame
crime on
Newsom

Murders have surged
amid the pandemic,
bur experts say the
reasons are complex.

By MELoDY GUTIERREZR

SACRAMENTO — An
image of erime tape fashes
ACT0SS Lthe sereen. A worman
says, “we don't feel safe any-
dding that “crime is
T in California, The
solution, the ad paid for by a
Republican group argues, is
to recall Gov. Gavin Mew-
som.

Republicans looking to
replace Newsom In next
month'selection say the gowv-
ermor is “soft on erime” and
to blame for the state’s in-
erease  in  vielent erime,
pointing to a rise in homi-
cides as a reason volers
should approve the recall.

But researchers who
study crime rates say the
surge is much more compli-
cated than the attack ads
suggest, and that the causes
for it probably extend well
beyond the policies of one
HOVErnor or even one state.,

“Most cities across the
United States SEW in-
ecreases,” said Aaron Chalfin,
a professor of criminology at
the University of Pennsylva-
nia.

In California, homicides
rose 31% from 2010 Lo 2020,
with firearms used in three-
quarters of those deaths, ac-
cording to the state’s Homi-
cide Report published by
the Department of Justice.
‘That report notes that the
COVID-19 pandemic had un-
known impacts on crime
data that warrant further
analysis. Chalfin sald the
United States experienced a

[See Crime, A7T]

MNewsom, Elder
help each other

George Skelton says the
governor and his top
rival are rising together.
CALIFORNLA, B1
Democrat joins
recall debate
FouTube star Kevin
Paffrath brings some
partisan heat to the
skirmish. CALIFORNMIA, Bi
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Trailblazing women now trapped

Afghan activists, professionals say their work may doom them

By MARCUS ¥aM

KABUL, Afghanistan —
Her voice is steady and calm,
but at times, talking of days
just passed, she has the look
of & person in the grip of ver-
tigo. Or simple disbelief.

“This a very horrible
moment,” she said. “All of a
sudden you feel trapped
And there's no way out.”

Before Kabul fell to the
Taliban on Aug. 15, this 30-
year-old Afghan woman was
something of a pioneer. She
managed a company in an
industry that developed
swiftly over the last 20 years,
one inwhich women played a
small but significant role.

That characterization of
her professional life is delib-
erately vague, as is disclo-

sure of her first name only —
Sahar — or any description
of her appearance beyond
her reflective eyes, her black
hair, her way of clasping her
hands together as she
speaks. Even basic details of
her personal life are being
withheld

Because she is afraid.

Taliban fighters have yet
to come knocking on her
door. But ever since the city
and country changed hands,
Sahar has largely stayed out
of sight. wondering whether
the accomplishments in
which she previously took
such pride will now be her
undoing,

“I don’t have a voice right
now,” she said. “¥ou have to
stay low-profile. You have
to protect yourself. You have

[ Sew Wiomen, M |

SHOPPERS out in Kabul this week. Some women
fear the Taliban’s wrath and are staying out of sight.

Pleas for those stuck in Afghanistan

Members of Congress deluged with constituent
reguests say they can do only so much. MATION, A8

latimes.com

BLINKEN
VOWS TO
GET OUT
ALL U.S.

CITIZENS

Secretary of State
assures an estimated
L5500 Americans still
in Afghanistan.

By TRaAcY WILKINSON

WASHINGTON — With
despair growing over who
will be left behind in Afghan-
istan, Secretary of State
Antony J Blinken on
Wednesday promised that
all American citizens who
want to leave will be able to
do so, even after next Tues-
day’s deadline for withdraw-
al of Western troops from the
country.

Blinken alsovowed touse
“every available tool™ to
eventually rescue vulnerable
Afghans whose lives under
Tallban rule would be espe-
clally perilous but whose
transport from the country
is vastly more complicated,
particularly those who
worked with the U.S. over
the last two decades.

“Let me be crystal clear
about this: There isnodead-
line on our work to help any
remaining American citi-
=zens who decide they want
to leave to do so.” he sald.
“That effort will continue ev-
ery day past Aug. 317

Blinken made an identi-
cal assurance to “the many
Afghans who have stood by
us over these many years,
want to leave and have not
been able.™

That rang hollow,
though, for thousands of
Afghans desperate Lo leave
and swamping the airport in
Habul. Alsoleft behind so far
are several hundred core
staff members from the .S,
Embassy in Kabul and re-
lated State Department
programs who say they were

[Sec Evacuation, MAd]

ASHANIQUE Nelson-Cavil with baby Indigo and husband William Iman Cavil at Kindred
Space in Hyde Park in May. T wanted to be in a space with people I trust,” the new mom said.

COLUMN ONIE

Black muidwives deliver comifort
and care in a Kindred Space

CoLumMmMN BY SanDy Banks | PHOTOGRAPHS BY Dania MAXxwELL

llegra Hill knew she wantedtobe a
midwife long before she knew exactly
what the term meant.
Her mother had delivered her with
the help of a midwife. and “every birth-
day I would hear my birth story
hirth was the best day of her life,” Hill said.
But as Hill moved through college, the path to
becoming a midwife wasn't clear. So she settled for
a job in advertising — until another family birth

rekindled her dream.

She was visiting her pregnant sister in the Bay
Area when her niece entered the world unexpect-
edly. The unplanned home birth “was really crazy,

but really special,” Hill recalled.

Her sister was soaking in a backyard hot tub, to
ease the pain oflabor, when she suddenly felt the
urge to push. The infant's head appeared as she
was climbing out of the tub. “Her husband caught
the baby,™ Hill said. “I was fascinated by how natu-
ral the whole process was_*

A few years later, Hill decided to ditch her job
and follow her calling, pursuing the education she
needed to care for and support women during
pregnancy, labor and birth.

Becoming alicensed midwife in California is a
formidable process, requiring at least three years
of classes, an apprenticeship [See Midwives, AS]

- and how giving

Bills take
on threat
of rising
sea level

By RosaNNA Xi1a

In a year marked by
record-breaking wildfires,
extreme heat and unprece-
dented water shortages,
California lawmakers say
there's another — seemingly
distant, but just as urgent —
climate catastrophe the
state cannot afford to ig-
nore: sealevelrise.

This oft-overlooked
threat is the focus of more
than a dozen new bills and
resolutions this year — & re-
markable political sawak-
ening mobilized by years of
research  and  piecemeal
efforts across the state to
keep the California coast
above water.

There's Senate Bill 1 —
the very first measure intro-
duced this legislative ses-
sion — which confronts sea
level rise adaptation head-
on. Another bill proposes an
innovative buyoutl program
that sets the stage for a dif-
ferent, more proactive ap-
proach to the difficult
choices that have long para-
Iyvzed coastal communities
from taking necessary ac-
tiormn.

[See Sea level, A11]
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BUSINESS INSITDE: New owner has big plans to update Baldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza. A10
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Targeted
online ads
aid push for

vaccination

Groups’ messages use
politics, religion. hobbies
to persuade holdouts

BY JEREMY B. MERRILL
AND DREW HARWELL

In an ad shown to people
Facebook thinks are college-edu-
cated conservatives in Oklahoma,
coronavirus vaccination is touted
as “trusted by the [I.S. military. . _
and by our Greatest Generation.”

In another, Facebook users in-
terested in the Catholic Church
are told that Pope Francis says
getting vaccinated is the “moral
choice.” Still another tells fans of
beer and country music, "It's okay
to question. Now get the facts on
coTonavirus vaccines”

At least 35 government agen-
ches, nonprofit entities, corpora-
tions and public figures have
purchased ads with different pro-
vaccination messages, each set to
reach — and hopefully persuade
— Americans based on character-
istics such as political affiliation,
cultural identity and hobbies, a
Washington Post analysis of Face-
book ad data has found,

The practice, known as micro-
targeted advertising, is one of the
Internet's higgest hoogeymen
and has long been criticized as
imvasive, discriminatory and divi-
sive. But the ad technigue — in

SEE INFORMATION ON A4

Virus's origin: Lawmakers and
scientists call for more probes. AG

Unconvinced: FOA approval is still
ot swaying some skeptics. AT

Lome holdout: One uvaccinated
pal can cause a lot of problems. €1

Survey finds
American
teens weary
but optimistic

BY SYnNEY TRENT
AND EMILY GUSKIN

Sophia Grigsby watched with
horrified amazement as insurrec-
tionists stormed the Capitol on
Jan. 6, defiling the halls of power
in & violent attempt to prevent
Joe Biden from becoming presi-
dent.

The 1fi-year-old from raral
Minnesota wondered, fleetingly,
if she had been naive in believing
that the protests last sununer
following the muorder of George
Floyd had truly marked a turning
point. Yet even as the televised
spectacks confirmed her belief in
the rising dangers of white su-
premacy — some of the rioters
were carrying Confederate flags

rigshy's optimism won out.

“Fven  with e murder  of
George Floyd, I'm finding people
have become so much more
id Grigsby, who starts
o year of high school in
Minn., this month.

SEE TEENS ON AS

FANGE PRESSEG

Armed men assoclated with the Afghan resistance agalnst the Tallban eheck cars Wednesday traveling In Panjshir province, the

nertheastern reglon of Afghanlstan that Is home to a

Perilous departure
revives heartache
for Gold Star families

BY Dan LAMOTHE

As Jenmie Taylor watched from Utah while
the Taliban seized Kabul, the mother of seven
was overcome with white-hot anger. Not only
was a“devastation of humanity™ unfolding in
Afghanistan three years after her husband,
Maj. Brent Taylor, was killed there, but
tary families were declaring the war was
nat worth i

“To me, that's nails on a chalkboard.” she
said. “It's so counter to how I feel at my very
core”

Two thousand miles away in Flocida,
Elena Gutierrez's initial reaction was differ-
ent, at least at first. Watching the chaos play
out, the mother of four cried while mourning
anew the February 2020 death of her hus-

, Sgt. 1st Class Javier J. Gutierrez. He
was one of the last two LS. soldiers Killed
before the Trump administration signed a
withdrawal deal with the Taliban.

SEE GOLD STAR ON A4
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Deanna Sartor holds a poreralt of her lane
hmshand, Sgt. Ma). James G. “Ryan™ Sartor.

the milltant group now In control In KEabul.

Cash-strapped Taliban

seeks political deal to

legitimize government
BY SUSANNAH GEORGE

EABUL — The Taliban is scrambling to reach
a deal with former Afghan officials to estab-
lish a government that eould gain interna-
tional recognition, keep aid money flowing
into the country and restore access to bil-
lions of dollars in international reserves.

Taliban leaders have shuttled between
maore than a dozen meetings over the past
woeek with the few former Afghan officials
who remain in Eabul, including former
president Hamid KEarzai; Abdullah Abdullah,
former leader of pational reconciliation
council; and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, a for-
mer warlord-turned-politician. The meet-
ings have been held in the presidential
palace, former government offices and pri-
vate compounds.

For the Taliban, a political amement
could help the group avold again he
an imternational pariah, which wo :I n

SHE TALIBAN OM Als

FEARS RISE FOR
AT-RISK AFGHANS

Nations transition
toward exit by Aug. 31

By Missy Rvan,
Eanoun DEMIRILAN,
JoHN HuDson
AND DAN LAMOTHE

The United States and Euro-
pean allies accelerated their ef-
forts to evacuate Western and lo-
cal nationals from Afghanistan on
Wednesday, with less than a week
remaining before President
Biden's departure deadline, as the
military prepared to hand contral
of the Kabul airport to Taliban
forces.

European countries including
France and Germany signaled that
they would WIAD up their evacoa-
tion missions within days, possi-
bly as early as Thursday, despite
the crush of desperate Afghans
whao fear Taliban reprisal but have
not been able to get out.

The Pentagon acknowledged
that its ability to airlift evacuees
could decrease in coming days as
it turns to pulling out weaponry,
equipment and troops ahead of
the Aug. 31 deadline, which Biden
affirmed this week was likely to be
a coda to the U l.e-d States' two
decades in Afgh

Secretary  of ‘§tate Antony
Elinken =aid the focus in coming
days would e on assisting re-
maining American citirens, whao

1,500,
have worked with the US. govern-
ment. He said at least 4,500 U5,
citizens have been evacuated from
the country since Aug. 14.

Blinken sought to telegraph
continued support for Afghans de-
spite the burried American exit
and a recognition of the United
States’ limited leverage following
the Talibans return to power.

“We know that lives and fo-
tures, starting with our fellow citi-
zen including the lives of chil-
dren, hang in the balance during

SEE AFGHANISTAN ON AL

Taliban: Militant=s display U.S.
weapons to project authority. A12

Congress: Leaders discourage
further trips to Kabul. A13

Refugees: Biden enters divishve
dehate on resettlement. Al4

Haiti's earthquake survivors
Resemonde Juseph, like m

X ELy
JOSHIR LOTT/ THE WASHING TOM FOST

iy others in Haitl, has strogghed
sinee this month’s 7.2-magnitude carthgquake. Story, A1l

FCiEI

Street,  oomy

BY TRACY JaN,
JENA MCGREGOR of us”
anD MeEcuany HOVER

After the murder of Geonge
Floyd ignited nationwide pro-
tests, corporate America acknowl-
edged it could no longer stay si-
lent amd promised to take an ac-
tive role in confronting systemic

1.
From Silicon Valley to Wall
ies  proclaimed
“Black lives matter” JPMorgan
Chase CEO Jamie Dimon adopted
the posture of former NFL quar-
terback Colin Esepernicks pro-
tests against police brutality and — pl
took a knee with bank employees.
MeDonalds declared Floyd and

Corporate America’s $50

Pledges to racial justice causes reveal limits of firms’

other slain Black Americans “one

MNow, more than a wear after
America’s leading businesses as-
sured employees and consunmers
they would rise to the moment, a
Washington Post analysis of un-
precedented corporate commit-
ments to racial justice canses pe-
veals the limits of companies’
pow er to remedy structural prob-
lemns.,

Apple and AbbVie, Facebook
and Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson
and Procter & Gamble, and other
top eorperations made
claimes about what they would de,
1z to be a force for socketal
change and to fight racism and
injustice,  including vielence

billion vow
power to effect change

against Black Americans.

Where and how they dedicated
their money became the most visi-
ble signs of their priorities.

Sinee Floyd's murder in May
2020, America’s 50 biggest public
companies and their foundations
have collectively committed at
least $40.5 billion to addressing
racial inequality — an amount
that appears unequaled in sheer
scale,

Looking deeper, more than
90 percent of that amount
#45.2 billion — is allocated as
loans or investments they could
stand to profit from, more than
half in the form of mortgages. Twao
banks — JPMorgan Chase and

SEE PROMISES ON Als
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‘onavins vaccinations or
face weekly testing and

THE NATION

a £200 monthly

R WAy PO LTRSS
Crypto skeptie Treasury Secretary Janet L.
Yellen's stance on digital currencies drew
serutiny amid her push for regulation. Al6
House Jan. 6 panel seeks records Requesls
for materials from ecight agencies signaled that
a wide-ranging investigation is underway, A4
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The amount of cmer-
gency rental aid distrib-
uted in July barely sur-
passed June’s figures,
accarding to Treasury
Department data. A2

A court upheld Dylann
Roofs conviction and
death sentence for the
2015 massacre in
Charleston, S.C. A2
Sirhan B. Sirhan, who
wis convicted of assassi-
nating Sen. Hobert F.
Eennedy in 1968, will
face a parcle board for
the 16th time, with no
opposition. As

THE WORLD
The Taliban's takeover

in Afghanistan eould
prompt a coronavirus
CTisis as vaccinations
plummet, the L'nited
Nations warned. A15
The former command-
er of the Colombian
army has been charged
with Tnurder for alleged -
Iy oversecing the Killings
of 14 eivilians during
it= long civil war. 415

A delay in Vice Presi-
dent Harris's Vietnam

= all

g to undercut a
planned 1.8, announce-
ment on virus aid. A%

THE ECONOMY
Drelta Adr Lines will
make employees get cor

surcharge for health
insurance. A16

More than 1,000
Nabisoo workers in five
states are going on
strike. AZ0

Ten federal agencies
plan to expand their use
of facial recognition
technology despite
conecemns, a GAC report

showed. Az0

THE REGION
Former offennders com-
peted for DUC. grants o
launch their firms ina
“Shark Tank” style
event. B

ds are expect-
ed to descend on the
National Mall this

weekend to demand
passage of legislation on

INSIDIE

federal voting rights. B1
D.C. police fatally shot
an vedd motorist who
was awakened by offi-
cers after falling asleep
behind the wheel, in the
city’s second police
shooting in nine hours.
B

PJ Evans, an S-yesr-old
whao wis struck by a
stray bullet Tuesday,
was remembered for his
hig heart and NFT.
ambitlons, B

Several vaccinated
members of Larmy Ho-
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A ‘greener’ clean
Mzany household
products claim to be
ermvironmentaily friendby.
But do they work?

STYLE

Kidman's career
She's one of the most
ungredictable actors on
the big screen. So, wiy
arem’t Micole Kidman's
television roles more
Interesting? C1

gan’s stall have tested
positive for the coroma-
virus, slarming leaders
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of a conference that the
Maryland govermor hiad
recently attended. B4
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Italia se suma al boicot
alaFIFA y la Argentina
sufre mas que nadie
Porellockout de lasligas europeas, la

seleccidn de Scaloni perderia hasta 21
Jjugadores parala triple fecha rumboa

Qatar 2022, Deportes

espectdculos

Juan; su papi. José, y sus hijos Sofiay Aarén
son requeridos por el cine, el teatroy la TV:
res generaciones de actores que exploran
elorigen del oficio que aparecid sin querer.

cultura

LA DINASTIA PALOMINO, | LABERINTO DELIBROS
LA PULSIONY EL DESEQ Y REVISTAS DE ARTE
DE SER ARTISTAS EN EL MODERNO

La biblioteca del musen reabre con un
disefio envolvente y una oferta de méds de
F00volimenesy documentos; habri
salas de lecturay talleres. Pagina 25

LA NACION

JUEVES 26 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

LANACION.COM.AR

Imputaran al Presidente
por el festejo en Olivos

panpeEMIA. Es por haber incumplido las restricciones por el coronavirus durante el
cumpleanos de su pareja; el abogado de Ferndndez quiere apurar el cierre de la causa

Elpresidente Alberto Ferndndez que-
dardimputadoen la causajudicialen
la que se investiga la violacidn de la
cuarentena cometida en la quinta
presidencial de Olivos, donde se ce-
lebrdel cumpleafiosde la primerada-
ma, Fabiola Yariez, mientras regian
duras restricciones.,

El fiscal Ramiro Gonzélez prepa-

ra un escrito para notificarle en las
praximas 48 horas que estd formal-
mente imputado en lacausa, dijeron
A LANACION altas fuentes judiciales.
Laimputacidnesel pasoqueespe-
ra Gregorio Dalbdn, el abogado del
Presidente, para poner enmarchasu
estrategia judicial destinadaaacele-
rarel cierre dela causa. Surespuesta

serid ofrecer una conciliacién orepa-
racidn del dafio, a través de laentre-
gadepartedelsueldodeFernandeza
cambiodeextinguir laaccidn penal.
Elfestejodel cumpleafios deFabiola
Yaiiez enlaquinta presidencial fueel
l4dejuliode2020, cuandoregia una
prohibicion para realizar reuniones
sociales. Paginag

IRAN

Cristina Kirchner volvié
a pedir ayer su sobresei-
miento en la causa por el
pacto con Iran. Pagina 14

EL ESCENARIO

Lasencuestas
presagian un
cisne negro

Carlos Pagni

LA NACION

uien examine el contexto de

la actual disputa de poder, si

no se deja sugestionar por
los augurios dominantes sobre su
resultado, tendrd la impresidin de
quees imposible que el oficialismo
gane. Sin embargo, todos los pro-
nasticos coinciden en que, si se la
pudiera pensar como una compe-
tencia nacional, la carrera tendria
undesenlacefavorable parael Fren-
tede Todos. Continda en la pagina 10

Aceleran la salida de Kabul
v Blinken promete ayuda

el mundo
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Conocé mas en santander.com.ar

KABUL (AP)~ Con aviones que despegaban cada 39 minutos, la evacuacidn
de civiles siguid ayer en el aeropuerto de Kabul, mientras miles permanecian cerca de esa
estacian (foto). Antony Blinken, secrétario de Estado, dijo que no “hay fecha limite”. Pagina 2

Activalo ahora desde
la App Santander o desde
un cajero automatico.

& Santander

LOS ACCIONISTAS DE BANCO SANTANDER RIO S.A. MO RESPOMDEN EN EXCESC DE SU INTEGRACKIN ACCIONARA,

Demandan a
la Argentina
en EE.UU. por
Aerolineas

EXPROPIACION. El fonde Titan
Consortium presentd én un tribu-
nal de Estados Unidosuna deman-
dacontrala Argentina por US$327
millones. Ese era &l monto que el
paisdeberia haber pagadotras per-
dereljuicioen el Ciadipor la expro-
piacion de Aerolineas. Piginala

OPINION

Cuatro futuros
posibles para el
pais que viene
Daniel Montamat

PARA LA NACION:
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Pacheco refuta

pedido de
impeachment
contra Moraes

O presidente do Senado,
Rodrigo Pacheco (DEM-
MG}, rejeitou ontem o pe-
dido de impeachment con-
tra o ministro Alexandre
de Moares, do Supremo
Tribunal Federal, apresen
tado por Jair Bolsonaro.
0O gesto do presidente,
no momento em gue ele
acirra seus ataques as ins-
titnigoes e apds decisao
do STF de investigi-lo no
inquérito das fake news,
o deixouisolado. poderas

Sérgio Rodrigues
Paraolimpico ou
paralimpico?
Embora haja especulacio
sobre uma tentativa de
fugir de “olimpico” como
marca registrada, nio é
claro por que em 1989, ao
ser criada, a entidade ma-
xima do setor adotou a
CONLracio no rome —em
inglés, “paral ic”. O fa-
o € que aimy 'egesdeen—
tdoasafiliadas. cotidino B3

Esporte Bé6

Conduta
de Caboclo

Advogados veem
assedio sexual

e discordam de
comissao da CBF

Ciéncia BS

Fossil de pterossauro
confiscado é um dos
mais bem preservados

Iustrada C1

Livro ‘Carcereiros, de
Drauzio Varella, vira
agora documentario

Sao Paulo pode ter
recorde de calor,
com refresco sexta
Cotidiano B3

Sequestro e roubo
com Pix explodem
no estado de SP

Total da populacaoc
vacinada
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Brasil vai adotar dose extra
contra Covid em setembro

Nova rodada comecga dia 15 para maiores de 70 no pais; Doria quer vacinardia 6

Oministro Marcelo Queiro-
ga (Sainde) anunciou que o
Brasil aplicard uma dose adi

cional da vacina contra Co-
vid em pessoas acima de 7o
anos e imunossuprimidas, A
nova fase comeca em 15 de
serembro com quem tem 8o
Anos Ou mals, e e preciso es-
perari18o dias apos a segun-
dadose (oudose de Janssen).

Para imunossuprimidos,
esse intervalo é de 21 dias.

Horas apos o anincio, o
governador de Sao Paulo,
Jodo Doria (PSDB), prome-
reuantecipar a rodada para
o dia 6 e incluir sexagenari-
0s. Além disso, afirmou que
aplicarid uma de trés vacinas
disponiveis —Pfizer, Astra-
zeneca ou Coronavac.

Adrians Mechade, fautars

BOLSONARO OUVE SOBRE ESTABILIDADE EM DIA DO SOLDADO

0 presidente e o vice Hamilton Mourdo, em Brasilia; em meio a crise institucional, o coman-
dante do Exército, Paulo Sérgio Nogueira de Oliveira, citou “anseios de tranquilidade” poder As

A decisiio federal € usar
nesse reforco exclusivamen-
te o imunizante da Pfizer, im-
portado (a Coronavac é feita
no Instituto Butantan, ligado
a Dworia, e a Astrazeneca, na
Fiocruz, fundacao federal).

Diante da manifestacao do
tucano, o ministro respon-
deu que faltard vacinase um
estado burlar sua diretriz.

Mortes pela doenca no pa-
is tém caido, mas a interna-
cio de idosos sobe. saide B1

Drauzio Varella
Falta de consenso guia
debate sobre reforgo cs

Estudo sem aval com
proxalutamida em hospital
militar no RS é apurado s2

Bolsonaro reedita em 7/9
coalizdo que o levou ao poder

0Os atos em defesa de Jair
Bolsonaro, marcados
o feriado de 7 de Setembro,
devern reeditar grande par-
te da coalizio de direita que
oelegeu em 2018, apesar de
interesses fragmentados.
Estarao presentes evan-
gélicos, ruralistas, policiais,
militares, caminhoneiros,
monarquistas e ativistas.

Os grupos tém em comum
apoio a reeleicio do presi-
dente e repidio 4 volta da
esquerda ao poder. Estio
previstas concentracoes em
todasas capitais e principais
cidades do interior. Poderas

Congresso e STF cobram
reforco na seguranga para
atos bolsonaristas ao

Presidente pede ao Exército que
filha entre em colégio sem selecio

Jair Bolsonaro pediu ao comandante do Exército que
dé ratamento especial 4 filha, Laura Bolsonaro, 10, pa-
ra que ela seja matriculada no Colégio Militar de Brasilia
sem processo seletivo, informa Vinicius Sassine . poder a6

Governo vai dar
desconto naluz a
quem economizar

O ministro de Minas e
Energia, Bento Albuguer-
gue, anunciou para setem-
bro plano de desconto na
conta de luz para clientes
residenciais e empresa-
riais que topem poupar
energia. A medida gerou
criticas de que a economia
pode ser pifia se nio for
compulsdria. mercado a18

Justica proibe Piaui de
publicar sobre Melhem
AJusti¢a do Rio de Janeiro
proibiu a revisra Piaui de
publicar reportagem sobre
os desdobramentos do ca-
sodeacusacio de assédio
envolvendo o humorista
Marcius Melhem, ex-dire-
tor da TV Globo. poderan

EDITORIAIS A2

O fardo de Lula

Sobre processos na Justi-
¢a e campanha eleitoral.

Para economistas,
inflacdo podera
chegar a 8% no ano

A crise hidrica prolonga-
da, a maior demanda por
servigos e os ruidos fiscais
devem forgar novas revi-
s0es para cima nas estima-
tivas de inflagio do pais.
Com isso, o IPCA pode
fechar o ano com variacao
prixima de 8% no acumu-
lado de 12 meses, dizem
economistas, Mercado A19

Parque alvo de fogo nio
tinha plano de manejo
Criado ha 3o anos, o par
que Estadual do Juquery,
na Grande SB, ndo possui
documento técnico que
norteia regras e gestiao de
recursos naturais. 0 fogo,
no domingo, s6 foi extin-
L0 na terca (24). Ciéncia BS

Via para a normalidade

A respeito de passaporte
da vacina em Sao Paulo.

Fale com

SO0 P &=

Somos Unicos, somos muitos, somos diferentes do que
éramos ontem. Somos arquitetos do nosso préprio futuro.
Juntos, estamos desenhando solugbes que estao
transformando o amanha.

Sp ou conhega as solugbes
para sua empresa em embratel.com.br

B0 B O embrate

Embratel

S EMPRESA MO PRONIMO NVEL
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Cuando se lo detuvo en 2004 tenia dinero oculto hasta en la ventanilla del bafio

Kassem movia una montai'ia
de dolares a la vista de todos

El Juzgado lo absolvid en el 2008 con el argumento de que no habia suficientes elementos
para sostener una condena, EEUU pide su extradicion para procesarlo por lavado de dinero.
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Justicia defiende ante
Gafilat su criticada

actuacion antilavado

POk 14

‘Baitojde s sangierent PJC'
5 muertos Enj1l horas

Dcuniné en San José de ltrs_ﬂ.rru]uns
Terrible drama: Nifia

forzada a prostituirse
perdio a su bebé

PAOMA S

Tension en Medio Oriente

Israel dice que régimen
irani tendra la bomba
nuclear en dos meses

PACINA 4D

Esperan nuevas partidas para reiniciar aplicacion de primera dosis |~ Bloguean informe a Seprelad y ley anticorrupcion
Salud apunta vacunar a 4 millones de  Camara de Diputados nuevamente
personas con dosis para fin de afio conspira contra la transparencia

FAGING 2 FAGEA &

TU EQUIPO A4S @@ rovorosw
IBEAT I R e TRABAJO T

TEIPL 0"- T -_1a Lih |




MO0108- 26 -F: 3,00 €

5400_u1165

RECIT
BRITNEY SPEARS :
GLOIRE, EXCES, CHUTE
ET RESURRECTION paceis

ALANDON, DEL AMO, DUGAIN...

DES ROMANS A L'OMBRE DU PERE

NOTRE SUPPLEMENT

ECONOMIQUES
AVANT 14-18,
LE PREMIER
DECROCHAGE
INDUSTRIEL
FRANCAIS

PAGEZE

JEUX DETE racess

PRESIDENTIELLE
La campagne
se lance a l'ombre

de la crise sanitaire
PAGE 6

DROITE

Eric Ciotti entre
dans la danse

de la primaire saces

FORMULE 1
Bertrand Gachot :
«J'avais un plan
pour m'evader
de ]JI'iSDII »» PAGE 12

CHAMPS
LIBRES

» La chronique
de Luc Ferry

« L'analyse
d'Armelle
Bohineust pace

Reéponses a la question
de mercredi :

Faut-il «expulser

en urgence absolues

les Afghans soupgonnes
de liens avec les talibans,
comime le demande
Xavier Bertrand 7

NON Oul
9% 91%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 230137

Votez aujourdhui

sur lefigaro.fr

Faut-il rendre obligatoire
la vaccination

des personnels éducatifs?

BAAGD IMAGES /FUTURE IMAGE VIA
REUTERS COMMECT

ANTOMY ROYER - STCK

Blanquer fait le pari d'une
rentrée scolaire «normale »

Le ministre de I'Education nationale doit tenir, ce jeudi, sa conférence de rentrée. A une semaine
de la reprise des classes, il s'efforce de maintenir le cap d'une école ouverte, malgré le Covid.

Dans une semaine, le jeudi
2 septembre, 12 millions d'élé-
ves frangais retrouveront le
chemin de Iécole. Fidéle an
cap qu'il s'est fixé depuis le

début de la pandémie, Jean

Michel Blanquer a prévua une
rentrée « la pls normale possi-
e =, avec la mise en place de
la vaccination pour les plus de

12 ans. C'est donc le niveau 2
du protocole, sur une échelle
allant jusqu'a 4, qui va étre
appliqué dans toute la métro-
pole. Ce choix de la souplesse

KADOBE COM

suscite, chez les syndicats
d'enseignants, la crainte de
« perturbations » que les plus
pessimistes prédisent pour les
semaines i venir : les regards

sont tournés vers les Antilles,
ol I"intensité de I'épidémie a
contraint le gouvernement i
reporter de deux semaines le
retour al'école,

- LES QUESTIONS QUI FACHENT - LA CINQUIEME RENTREE D'UN MINISTRE A LA LONGEVITE RECORD -+ LE CAPTEUR DE CO., UN OUTIL SIMPLE POUR SAVOIR QUAND AERER

+ A
LETORIAL

Le bel été du tourisme en France

une bonne saison estivale grace 4 un afflux massif des touristes francais. PAGES D ET23

B3 EDITORIAL pr vves it yitweasasiesgarote

Lécole, cotite que cotite

-1 e tous les pays occidentaux, la
France est celui qui a le moins
fermé ses établissements scolai-
res depuis le début de "épidé-
= - mie, C'était le pari du ministre
de I'Education nationale pour la rentrée
2020, et il fut tenu, & une semaine prés, au
printemps. C'est de nouveau ke sien pour cel-
le de 2021 alors que le coronavirus et son va
rlant Delta rddent toujours. Sauf dans cer
tains territoires ultramarins, la réalité hui a
donné raison jusqu'i maintenant. En dépit
des critiques et mises en garde, cela n'a pas
provequé une explosion de Covid-19 dans la
société plus inquidtante que chez nos voisins.
Par ailleurs, une scolarisation suspendue ou i
distance ne peut avoir que des effets désas
treux sur le niveau et la psychologie d'en
fants déja déstabilisés par la crise sanitaire
L NOLS Iraversons.

Une évolution capitale permet d'étre encore
plus optimiste pour le retour en classe, jeudi
prochain. La vaccination des éléves ages de
12 4 17 ans, bien avancée, devrait limiter la
contagiosité, Elle va se poursuivre dans les
etablissements. Tout comme celle des ensei-
gnants, dont on peut se demarnder, i I'instar

d'autres fonctionnaires qui sont aussi an
contact du public, pourquoi elle n'a pas été
rendue obligatoire. Jean-Michel Blanguer
préfere miser sur la responsabilité des pro-
fesseurs, Sans doute veut- il éviter une éven

tuelle poléminque avec les puissants syndicats
de I'Education nationale, i quelques mois de

T la présidenticelle.
Jl.lSC]l.lIIC]. Un protocole,  somime
lF_l ‘parl toute léger, sera présenté

' t ce jeudi pour rassurer les
ses parents. Il ne fera pas
revele I'unanimité,  suscitera

nombre d’interrogations.
gagﬂal‘lt On regrettera .\.‘uff:Jt e
les établissements n'ajent pas épé équipes,
comme souvent a l"étranger, de capteurs de
C0y ou de purificateurs dair. L'opération,
certes coliteuse, aurait éré salutaire.

Jean-Miche] Blanguer battra-t-il le record de
longévite de Christian Fouchet, ¢tabli dans
les annédes 1960 au ministére de I'Education
nationabe ? N'était la barbe qui orne a présent
son visage, I'homme n'a jamais change face
la pandémie : sa volonté de maintenir I"écale
ouverte, non pas quoi quiil en colte mais
colite que colite, peut &tre salude. W
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COMPAGNER LES ADOLESCENTS POUR EVITER LES FERMETURES DE CLASSES -+ LES PARENTS CIRCONSPECTS FACE AU VACCIN POUR LEURS ENFANTS FAGES 2 A 4ET

Malgre I'absence de visiteurs étrangers, la mauvaise météo et le passe sanitaire, les professionnels réalisent

ET SAUVEZ LA VIE
D'UN ENFANT

A Kaboul,

le compte

a rebours du
départ des
Occidentaux
est lancé

Le pont aérien s'accélére de-
puis que Joe Biden a écarté en
principe une prolongation des
évacuations  au-dela du
41 acnt, La France a annoncé
que ses apérations cesseraient
dés jendi soir, pour des raisons
de repli logistique. La Maison-
Blanche a estimé mercredi a
B2300 le nombre total d"éva-
cues depuis le 15 acOt. Mais,
comme I'a reconnu Dominic
Raab, le chef de la diplomatie
britannique, « touf le monde ne
pourra pas parfir . PAGES®

S

[E——

ont taus le méme langage pour dire « l'espair ».

Dapuis toujours, d'od quiils viennant, ks le dessinant, rond
comme un soleil, ils savent le faire rayonner par-dels les
frontiéres pour le partager avec ceux qui ont le plus besain

de 5oins.

Oui, comme les enfants, nous pouvons tous passer ['espoir
et c'est cotte Chaine de PEspair qui, chagque année, seigne,
opére et sauwve 235 000 enfants dans 27 pays.

Soyez aux cirés des enfants.

Faltes un don sur www.chainedelespoirorg
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order, UK

tells Afghans
trying to flee

Dan Sabbagh
Aubrey Allegretti
Julian Borger

Afghans who want to flee to Britain
may be better off “tryving to get to
the border” than awaiting RAF
evacuation, the defence secretary
said as UK troops made last-ditch
attempts to airlift at least 1,500
remaining interpreters and others
who have supported the UK.

In a briefing to MPs, Ben Wallace
signalled there were few places left
on British rescue flights, which have
evacuated more than 11,000 peaple
from Kabul since the Taliban take-
over of Afghanistan less than two
weeks ago.

More than 80,000 people have
beenairlifted by western forces, with
the US saying yesterday planes were
taking off almost every half hour from
Kabul airport. In 24 hours, 19,000
people were flown out on go planes
as part of an operation that could sur-
pass the 1975 evacuationof Saigon to
become the biggest airlift in history.

It came as UK defence sources
voiced concerns over the “high risk
of a terrorist attack™, particularly a

suicide bombing by the group known
as Isis-K. Extra security measures,
including concrete barriers, have
been installed around the evacua-
tion processing centre by the airport.

In a sometimes fraught online
meeting with MPs, the defence
secretary was questioned about
what Afghans who have been offered
student places or fellowships in the
UK should do. “Ifthey think they can
make it toathird country, that may be
a better option,” Wallace said.

Pressed by the Conservative back-
bencher Julian Lewis, Wallace added:
“Irecommend that they try and make
it to the border that way ... because it
is higher profile going to the airport
- that is where the Taliban will be
focusing efforts at the moment.”
Therewas nosuggestion Afghans told
by western officials to travel to the
airport for evacuation should alter
that plan, however.

UK evacuation efforts are now con-
centrated on the Afghan interpreters
and others who worked for the Brit-
ish government, who have the right
to resettlement under the Afghan
relocations and assistance policy
(Arap). “The number of
Arap people we still have to

‘Nobody's coming’ Britons
trapped in Kabul's crowds be Tasered for longer’

Amelia Gentleman
Lisa 0’Carroll

Forthe past four days, Nangyalai,

a 42-year-old minicab driver from
south London, has been with

his wife and 11-month-old baby
outside the Baron hotel on the edge

5400_u1165

of Kabul airport, trying to get close
enough to the gate to show his
British passport.

There is a sign by the gate
saying “British passport holders
only™, Inside the hotel, officials
are working to grant evacuation

visas for thousands of oe

UK nationals and Afghan

G
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Black people ‘likely to

Vikram Dodd
Crime correspondent

The police use of Tasers faces harsh
scrutiny after an official report found
officers deployed Taser stun guns too
often, with black people more likely
to face prolonged use.

The study by the Independent
Office for Police Conduct (IOFC)
warned of a loss of legitimacy after
areview of 101 cases of Taser use it
investigated from 2015-20, which the
watchdog assessed to be the most
Serious cases,

They represent afraction of usesof
Taser by officers in that time, which

FROTOGRAFH: KIYOSHI OTAMGETTY

numbered more than 94,000, and of
which the police watchdog said there
were cases of officers using it well.
Police chiefs attacked the findings
as vague and out of date. Commu-
nity groups said officers misusing
the weapon were getting away with
it. Amnesty International said the
alleged misuse of stun guns by Brit-
ish police was a human rights issue.
Before the report it was known
that black peaple, who make up less
than 4% of the UK population, faced
greater Taser use, leading to claims of
racial bias, The IOPCsaid of
the 101 cases it studied, it



