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Business & Finance
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en Griffin's Citadel

and Citadel partners
are planning to redeem
roughly $500 million of
the $2 billion they put
into Melvin Capital Man-
agement after Melvin got
slammed by bad short
bets on GameStop and
other soaring stocks, said
people familiar with the
matter. Bl

+ Grocery-store chains
are still battling supply
challenges that some in-
dustry executives said are
as bad as what they saw in
spring 2020, when hoard-
ing left holes in stocks of
some staple products. B1L

+ Rachel Maddow,
MSNEBC's highly rated
host, has signed a new
deal that will keep her at
the network for the next
several years, according to
people familiar with the
matter. B3

#+ Big steelmakers in Eu-
rope and the LS., like Arce-
lorMittal and Cleveland-
Cliffs, are intensifying
efforts to curb carbon emis-
sions, hoping to entice cus-
tomers and fend Eron-
ing pressure from investors
and governments. B3

4+ The FDA is nearing a
deadline for its process of
deciding which e-ciga-
rettes may remain on the
market, rulings that al-
ready have begun to re-
shape the indusiry. B3
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# Biden said his 1drr|.inls-
tration may extend ai

Aug. 31 deadline for wnt'h—
drawing troops from Af-
ghanistan, as the Pentagon
enlisted the help of U.S.
airlines to evacuate Ameri-
cans and Afghan partners
from the country. Al

4 The Taliban fought
deadly battles against re-
sistance forces in northern
Afghanistan, as political
negotiations on a broader
government moved ahead
in Kabul and access to the
city's U.5.-run airport re-
mained difficult for thou-
sands of Afghans trying to
flee. Al, AB, AD

* New ¥York Gov. Cuomo
spent his final davs in of-
fice signing bills and grant-
ing clemency to prison in-
mates. He was expected to
relinquish office at 11:59
pom. on Monday, A3

* Centrist House Darmo-
crats were locked in a week-
end standoff with Pelosi over
when to vote on a roughly $1
trillion infrastructure bill. Ad
# Hospitals in the South and
Midwest say they are treating
mwore children with Cowid-19
than ewer and are preparing
for worse surges. A6

# Malaysia's mew prir

minister said that he would
embrace the opposition in an
effort to tackle the pandemic
and revive the economy. AlS
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Henri Brings Flooding, Havoc to East Coast

STORM-STRUCK: Tropical Storm Henri made landfall Sunday afterncon near Westerly, R,
before it was downgraded to a tropical depression, bringing flooding to much of the East,
including Helmetta, N.J., top, and beaching a sailboat in Jamestown, R.L Separate storms in
Tennessee caused flash floods over the weekend, leaving at least 27 people dead. A2, A3

U.S. Weighing
Later Deadline
Of Afghan Exit

President Biden said his ad-
ministration may extend an
Ang, 31 deadline for withdraw-
ing troops from Afghanistan,
as the Pentagon enlisted the
help of LS. airdines to evacuate

By Gordon Lubold,
Nancy A. Youssef
ard Alisorn Sider

Americans and Afghan part-
ners from the country.
“There’s discussions soing
on among us and the military
about extending” the Aug. 31
deadline, Mr. Biden told re-
porters at the White House
Sunday. “Our hope is that we
will not have to extend. But

Afghanistan Crisis
* US. banks tread carefully
around Taliban... ... AB
# Throe naws outlets leave
after violent encounters.. A%
# Karzal angles for key
paolitical role .

— AD

there are going to be discus-
sions 1 expect about how far
along we are in the process.”
The president spoke as LS.
airlines were positioning air-
craft to comply with a Penta-
gon order, announced Sunday
morning under a rarely in-
voked law, that compelled six
Please furn fo page AS

Taliban Seek Allies
As Clashes Erupt

The Taliban fought deadly
battles with budding resistanoe
forces in northern Afghanistan,
as political negotiations on a
broader government moved
ahead in Kabul and access to
the city's U.S.-run airport re-
mained difficult for thousands
of Afghans trying to flee.

By Yaroslav Troffimov,
Saeed Shah

and Ehsanullah Awriri

While most of Afghanistan’s
army and security forces col-
lapsed, some of the Taliban's
most dedicated foes hawve re-
treated to the Panishir valley
northeast of Kabul, pledging

inue the fight from the
¥'s only province not
under Taliban sway.

They inchude the fallen Af-
ghan republic’s defense minis
ter Bismillah Khan Mohammeadiz
Vice President Amrullah Saleh,
wiho claims to be Afghanistan’s
legitimate leader after Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani abandoned
his duties and fAed the country
Aug. 15 and Ahmad Massoad, a
son of famous Panjshiri com-
mander Ahmad Shah Massoud.

Video posted on social me
dia showed casualties and
fighting between Taliban
forces and anti-Taliban mili-
tias in the Andarab vallev of
Please rurn to page AS

A Farm-Tech Startup
Stumbled, Then Revamped

Investor favorite Indigo Agriculture frustrated farmers; 'l got an earful’

By Jacos BUNGE

“They had a great sales pitch,”

When a Boston-based tech startup showed
John Creighton one of the best prices for his
corn he'd seen in years, the farmer signed up
to sell 75,000 bushels through its networ

What followed were months of headaches.
The company’s paperwork, which farmers
rely on to track grain guality and deliveries,
was a mess, Mr. Creighton said. Trucks some-
times arrived at the farm to make pickups in
ght, and several loads of
his grain went missing. Months passed with-
out full payment on the grain, versus the 72-
hour turnarcound with local elevators. He was
paid, he said, after threatening to complain to

the middle of the r

regulators.

plete cluster.™

said Mr.

Creighton, who farms in Illinois and dealt
with Indigo in 2018, “It turned into a com-

The source of Mr. Creighton's frustration
was Indigo Agriculture Inc.
had set its sights on the 1.
an idea to use cutting-edge technology to re-
shape the agriculture industry.

Instead of selling directly to local co-ops
or to the handful of enormous companies
that buy grain, farmers could use a platform
to find buyers anywhere and pick the best
price offered. Indigo would also market spe-
cial microbes to make seeds more productive,
and farmers could enter a program to sell

a startup that
Farm Belt with

Please turm ro page AT

Small-Cap Value? It's Complicated

The sector's benchmark can skew how pricey small stocks,
which hawve lagged behind the broader market, really are. B1

Index performance
0%

v S&P 500
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Delays to the Office

Set Bosses

By Crrr CuTTER

With the latest wave of re-
urn-to-office delays  from
Covwid-19, some companies are
considering a new possibility:
Offices may be closed for
nearly two years.

That is raising concerns
among executives that the lon-
ger people stay at home, the
harder or more disruptive it
could be to eventually bring
them back.

Many employees developed
new routines during the pan-
demic, swapping comanuting for
exercise or blocking hours for

on Edge

unintermupted wnrk Even staff-
ers who once bris at doing
their jobs outside an office hawve
come 0o embrace the flexibility
and productivity of at-home life
over the past 18 months, many
say. Survewys hawve shown that
enthusiasm for remote work
has increased as the pandemic
has stretched on.

“If you have a little blip, peo-
ple o back to the old way.
Wiell, this ain’t a blip,~ said Pat
Gelsinger, chief executive offi-

Please rurn ro page A2

# For many Gen Z workers,
office is elusive goal .

Blue-Light Glasses Might Not Work—but Sure Look Cool

* #* #*

Many are wearing their computer lenses as a fashion accessory

By Avpavs Campea

Josiah Pefia spent
hours staring at a computer
sereen for online classes during
his senior year at San Jose
State University, and he was
facing even more screen time
when he landed a remote in-
rernship in 20200

That's when he decided to
order blue-light-blocking eye-
glasses on Amazon. They
soothe eye fatigue, some re-
views sabd. They are snake oil.
some doctors warned. At least
most eVEryone agrees on one
thing: They make vou look re-
ally hot.

many

As soon as Mr. Pefia, 24, got
a wide pair with black frames
to complement his self-de
" eo-workers

seribed "hig face,”
and friends
started pointing
out how great
he looked in
them and ask-
ing, “Where did
vou get those?™

M. Pefia
thinks the
lasses help

with screen fangm_ but ewen if
that's all psychological and not
backed by science, the glasses
are worth the $25 price,

“I still use them quite of-

ot the blues

ten,” says Mr. Pefia. “Some-

times I wear them when I go
out because I like the look.”

Almost a vear and a half af-

ter the pan-

demic shut of-

fices and

3 schools, people

are starting to
return o normal
routines and re-
ducing

SCTEeen

o trade shcatpants for work
slacks, many don't want to let

go of their blue-light glasses.
Fans are keeping them on or
Please turn to page A0
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Britainis g

iving mixed messages on
foreign takeovers —rt view, PAGE 16

Narco state

How Myanmar became the world's
biggest meth lab —eic rEAD. PAGE 15
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Star appeal
Private groups seek stellar reward in
fusion energy — aNJANA AHUJA, PAGE 17

Crisis talks as Russiaand China ==

drawn into Afghan aftermath

e G7 leaders to focus on airlift e LS deadline extension possible @ Airport crush kills 7

GEORGE PARKER — LOWDOM
AIME WILLIAME — WASHINGTON

Boris Johnson, UK prime minister, will
tomorrow hast crisis talks on Afghani-
stan with leaders of the worlds richest
democractes, while conceding that
China and Russia are nowwital in efforts
to prevent further chaos in the country.

Tahnson, as chair of the G7, will held
talks that will include evacuation
arrangements for western nationals and
Afghan citizens, with Britain saying that
seven Afghans died in a crush near
Kabul airport on Saturday.

Lloyd Austin, US defence secretary,
repeated yesterday that US president
Joe Biden's August 31 deadline for a total
American troop pullout might have to
be extended, amid fears of more desper-
atescensd.

Eritain has indicated to Washington it
wonld we lcomse an extension. A UK offi-
cial said the evacuation timetable was
“tight ™ with the UK still tryleg tobring
out people aaid to number “in the low
thousands".

Johnson wants the G7 talks to focus on
a longer-term approach to the Afghan
crisks but accepts that China and Russia
are now key players in the region

“Whe'Te going to have to bring in coun-
tries with a potentially moderating
Influence like Russia and China, bow-
ever uncomfortable that 5" Dominic
Raab, UK forelgn secretary, told Brit-
aln's Sunday Telegraph newspaper.

Eritain is working with France on a
UN security council resolution that
might win the support of Moscow and
Betjing “1t's really important we have a
umited fromt,” sakl one British official.

The resolution s expected to cover
issues including counter-terrorism
work, humandtarian aid and the terms
on which the world engages with the
Taliban. “we will judge them by their
actions,” the UK officlal said.

Downing Street has denied any rift
between Johnson and Bidem, but the
Eritish prime minister's foreign policy —
heavily dependent on the US — asbeen

China’s #MeToo activists
energlsed but on guard

Police action on two high-profile
saxual assault cases has revitalised
efforts by China's strupgling #MeToo
movement 10 tackle widespread
discriminatian and harassment.
Activists hesifated o atfribute the
development to greater tolsrance for
their cause from the Communist party,
with one adding: “Wa dor want these
kinds of cases to become an excuss for

the govemment fa . .. punish cartain
comparies of Industries.
Foeport » PacE &

in White Oals finance talls
GFG Alliance, Sanjesy Gupta’s canglomerate, has
entered talles with the San Prancisco-based imestor

= Gupta group

an metals unit.
benefit.—race s

adming for a deal to fand 1ts Eu.
The struggling UK business o

= Biden spending plans face tough test
Opposing factions in the US president’s party are set
o leck horns this week on how 1o pass a bipartisan
infrastructure bill and 2 $3.5tn spending package as
the Howse retums Fom SUmmer recess.— PAGE &

» Swedish premier to quit in three months
Stefan Lofven, who has been in

office since 2004, has plunged

the country into fresh turmoil

by unexpected by announcing

his resignation abead of

electbons next year.— PAGE 4

= Woamen paid 40% less on top UK boards
A veport has shown the gender pay gap s widest at
the top of corporate Britain, with female executhves
paid £1.5m against £2.5m for men. In the wider
workforos women are paid 15 percent bess.— pase o

= EU and UK lead way in dirty moncy fines
The latest data on anti-meney las measures
from risk consultants Krall has found that penalties
are on track to match the $2.2bn tally of 2020, with

Britaln and Brussels issuing big fines.— pace s

» Tech investors braced for Didi fi

The Chinese technokgy sectar and glabal Tnvestars

:uebmoed fior the results of Beljing’s probe Into the
Investigators were given 45 warking days

when e review was announced on July 2.— PacE 8

= [talian hazelnut boom fels green fears
Amove by Nutelly maker Ferrere to reshore
supplies has angered environmentalists by spurring
imtensive hazelnut farming, with monecalre
plantations replacing pastures and vines.— paGe 4

British and shaken by the crisls and has forced Lon-
US soldiers den tocourt ather capitals.
supervise the The U5 and the UK governments have
evacuation come under intense criticlsm since the
wttort in Kabul Taliban seized power 3 week ago in the
ST T wake of the American withdrawal
A meeting of the five permanent
An economy that served
the people well would have
given Afghans something
e worth fighting for and the
et Taliban less fertile ground

for recruitment

members of the UN Security Council —
«china, France, Russia, UK and US — is
expected to take place this week, UK
offictals were moderately encouraged
by a call last week between Raab and
Wang ¥i his Chinese counterpart, but
no call has pet taken place with Russia'’s
Forekzn minister, Sergel Laviov.

k:niehm.urw.edmm]uhmlneeda
to recalibrate his forelgn policy towards
European allles after the bitterness af
Brexit.

“0ne lesson we should draw ks that iF
Britain and the EU countries in Mato
want toplay a skgnificant role militarily
we will need to work together closely to
develop a capability which means we

don't have to depend on an American
presence,” said Damian Green, a former
cabinet minister in Johnson's party.
“The soonerwe start along this path the
better™

A senfor UK military officer agreed.
“This government has put all its egps —
and the whisk and bowl — into the Us
basket,” he said. “The only “forever
war” Britain has s with the EUL It's ridic-
ulous.”

VK defence minister James Heappey
sald efforts to evacuate Britons and ell-
gible Afghans fromEabul had improved
over the past 24 hours, with more than
1,700 people abrlifted out of the country.
Mews & analysis pages 263

Fleeing to safety
Cirela 5126 = nismber of rafuges
from Afghanistan hosted in 2020
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Merkel vows ‘no’ weaponisation of
Nordstream gas in bid to reassure Kyiv

ROMAN OLEARCHTE — K11
JOE MILLER — FRANKFURT

Chancellor Angela Merkel has sought
to assuage Ulraindan concerns over the
nearly completed MNord Stream 2 pipe
line, saying Germany would mot alkow
Russia to weaporise the gas corridor.

Construction of M52, which will pump
Russian gas to western Europe acmoss
the Baltic Sea, is of particular concern to
Kyiv, which stands to lose $2bn in
transit revenues if Mosoow cuts:
throngh Ukraine. Opponents say the
$l1bn pipeline will increase Buropss
dependernsce on Bussian energy exports.
SGas cannot be used as a weapon,”
Merkel sald yesterday after meet
Volodymyr Zelensky, Ukraine's presi-
dent, in Kyiv. “We are for new
sanctions If Russia uses this gas pipeline
as a weapon,” she said, without going

inta detail as she preparesio stepdown.

Describing N52 as a “danger” to his
country, Zelensky sald he wanted to
“see what Ukraine will get . . . amd who
will ghve concrete guarantess” over NSL
“I'm president of a country at
war . . . we conslder this project a dan-
gerous geopolitical weapon from the
sideof the Kremlin,” be said.

The Zelensky meeting comes two
days after Merkel held talks with
Viadimir Putin, Russla’s president, in
Moscow, There she stressed that Russia
had signed a contract to continme semd-
ing natural gas through Ukraine until
2024, and Inslsted that the agreement
“eanand should be extended”.

Putin responded by calling on Eure-
pean countries to spedify haw much gas
they wanted to buy from Russia after
that date.

The chancellor last month reached a

truce with President Joe Biden’s admin-
Estration over the project, which the Us.
had opposed. As part of the deal, Berlin
vowed tolmpose sanctions on Moscow i
N52 was used to threaten the energy
security of American alliesin the region.
It also promised a billion-dollar fund o
help Uk raine shift to clean enecgy.

Merkel's visit to Kyiv is likely o be
one ofberlast foreign trips as chancellor
ahead of next month's federal election,

While Merkel’s CDU party has
remained steadfast inits support forthe
pipeline, Armin Laschet, the conserva-
tive bloc's candidate to replace her
In September, has sald that Germany
could Mock M52 deliveries (Fneeded.

Merkel and Zelensky also discussed
failed efforts to achieve a full ceasefire
and settlement to the long-running war
with Russia-backed separatists in
Ukraine's east.
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Today, sunshine,

humid,
high &2. Tenight, cloudy, warm, hu-

showers,

mid, low T4, Temorrow, sunshine,
clouds, warmer, humid, high 87
Weather map appears on Page DS.
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Afghans waving their documents at LS. Marines standing guard at the walls of Hamid Karzai International An—pnn on Sunday:

HE MEW YORE TIMES

U.S. Passed on Taliban Surrender, and 20 Years of War Followed

By ALISSA J. RUBIN

Taliban fighters brandished
Kalashnikows and shook their
fists in the air after the terrorist
attacks on Sept. 11, defying
American warnings that if they
did not hand over Osama Bin
Laden, their country would be
bombexd to smithereens

The bravado faded once Amer-
ican bombs began to fall. Within
@ few weeks, many of the Taliban
had fled the Afghan capital,
terrified by the low whine of
approaching B-52 aircraft. Soon,

they were a spent foree, on the
run across the arid mouncain-
scape of Afghanistan. As one of
the journalists who coversd them
in the early days of the war, I
saw their uncertainty and loss of
control firsthand.

It was in the waning days of
Movember 2001 that Taliban
leaders began to reach out to
Hamid Karzai, who would soon
become the interim president of
Afghanistan: They wanved to
make adeal.

“The Taliban were completely
defeated, they had no demands,

AFGHANISTAN MEMO

except amnesty” recalled Bar-
mett Rubin, who worked with the
i Mations' political team in

Messengers shutiled back and
forth between Mr. Karzai and the
headquarvers of the Taliban
leader, Mullah Omar, in Kanda-
har. Mr. Karzai envisioned a
‘Taliban surrender that would
keep the militants from playing
any significant role in the coun-
try’s futuare.

But Washington, confident that
the Taliban would be wiped out
forewver, was in no mood for a
deal.

“We don't negotiate surren-
ders,” Secretary of Stare Donald
Rumsfeld said in a news confer-
ence at the time, adding that the
Americans had no interest in
leaving Mullah Omar to live out
his days anywhere in Afghani-
stan. The United States wanted
him captured or dead.

Almost 20 yvears later, the
United States did negotiate a

Continued on Page AN

CHAOS AT AIRPORT
AS TALIBAN WORK
ON CREATING STATE

Former Afghan President and Russians
Take On Mediator Roles

By ROGER COHEM

As lethal mavhem  persisted
outside Kabul airport, with thow-
sands of terrified Afghans trying
to flee, the Taliban have reached
out to a former Afghan president,
Hamid Karzai, and to Russia in an
attempt to fulfill their pledge o
form an “inclusive”™ government
and ‘eat holdouts against their
rule.

Little in the Taliban's history
suggests readiness to compro-
mise on their harsh Islamist prin-
ciples or to share power, but the
United Staves has warned the mili-
rant gmﬂup that going it alone w
result in continuous conflict and
M

n. In this context,
zai, who led the county be-
tween 2001 and 2014, appears 1o
have emerged as a possible medi-
ator
Mr. Karzai, 63, a wily maneu-
wverer who as president fell out
with the United States over Amer-
ican drone attacks, corruption al-
legations amnd other issues, has
stepp-ed into the void left by the
ago of President
He has met with
Taliban leaders, including Khal
Haggani, who has been designat-
ed as a terrorist by the United
States, and is working closely with
Abdullah Abdullah, the head of
the former Afghan's govern-

ment's peace delegation. A Tal-
iban leader described as the act-
ing governor of Kabul, Mullah Ab-
dul Rahman Mansour, talked over
the weekend with Mr, Karzai and
Mr Abdullah, A growing number
of senior Taliban have been seen
in Kabul in recent days to discuss
the shape of the next government,
among them Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, the Taliban's chief diplo-
mat and a senior official in the
group's government in the 1990s,

A deputy within the Taliban's
cultural affairs committee, Ah-
madullah Waseq, said Saturday
that although the Taliban officials
were mostly talking among them-
selves to prepare for more formal
negotiations, “we will talk with
other parties to form an inclusive
government acceptable to all Af-
ghans™

A delegation of Taliban leaders
also visited the Russian Embassy
in Kabul, asking officials there to
pass along an offer of negotiations
o a group of Afghan leaders hold-
ing out in northern Afghanistan,
the Russian ambassador, Dmiri
Zhirnow, told a Russian television
interviewer on Saturday.

How the United States will view
Mr Karzai’s re-emergence was

Continued on Page A8

BAD OPTICS Democrats fear the pandemic or the Afghan chaos may
turn off the moderate swing voters who helped them win. PAGE A1l

ALARM OVER 1515 President Biden's national security adviser warned
of an “acute” threat of an attack amid U.S, evacuation efforts. PAGE A%

Hospital Data
Reveals Secrets
Behind Billing

By SARAH KLIFF
and MISH KATZ

This year, the federal governm-
ment ordered hospitals to be;
publishing a prized secret: a co
plete list of the prices they negoti-
ate with private insurers.

The insurers’ trade association
had called the rule unconstitution-
al and said it would “undermine
competitive negotiations”  Four
hospital associations jointly sued
the government to block it, and
appealed when they Iost

They lost again, and seven
rmonths later, many hospitals are
simply ignoring the requirement
and posting nothing.

Eut data from the hospitals that
have complied hints at why the
powerful industries wanted this
information to remain hidden.

It shows hospitals are charging
patients wildly different amounts

r the same basic services: pro-
cedures as simple as an X-ray or a
PrEgZnancy test,

And it provides numerous ex-
amples of major health insurers —
some of the worlds largest com-
panies, w billions in annual
profits — negotiating surprisingly
unfavorable  rates  for  their
customers. In many cases, in-
sured patients are geing prices
that are higher than they would if
they pretended to have no cover-
age at all,

At Massachusetts General, in
Boston, different insurers pay be-
tereen 5877 and 54,140 for a basic
knee M.R.I. At Baylor Medical
Center, in Dallas, an emerzency-
room foot X-ray costs $971 for
United enrollees, 51,727 for Blue
Cross Blue Shield enrollees and
£832 for SoMeone Nok using insur-
ance.

Continued on Page Al4

AMDEEW MELLES THE TENNESSEAMN, ¥IA ASSE

In Waverly, Tenn., residents described a “tidal wawve” of water strong encugh to carry cars away.

Flooding Ravages Tennessee, Killing at Least 22

RICK ROJAS
and MICHAEL LEVENSON

WAVERLY, Tenn, In one mo-
ment, Rickey Larkin saw the
creek running behind his home
spill ower its banks. The next, he
=said, he was engulfed by an ocean.
His pickup was carried away by
the currents. Then, the water
came surging into his home and
rose shoulder high, l'nrvung him,
his wife and their cat te cling to a
mattress as a life raft.

“We prayed and we prayed it
would go down™ Mr. Larkin re-
called a day later, sitting ouwtside a
shelter on Sunday, his voice barely
registering above a whisper. " 'We
came about a foot from drowning.
I thought we were gone.”

At least 22 people have been

“‘No One Could Get Out’
as Wave of Water Hit
a Vulnerable Area

killed and more than two dozen
others remain missing on Sunday
after a catastrophic flash flood
swept through a rural area of
rivers, creeks and rolling woods
about 90 minutes west of MNash-
wille, the authorities said. The
foadwater vanished as quickly as
it arrived, and left in its wake was
a bewildering display of its fury
and strength in a collection of -
ral communities in and around
Humphreys County.

Homes had been picked up off

their piers and dropped across the
street. Bridges and roads were
crumbling. Cars were mangled
and trucks had been tmurned up-
side down, Chain-link fences were
clogged with debris, evidence of
when they were a dredge for a
SPONTANEUS river

At a news conference on AF-
ghanistan and extreme wesather
on Sunday, President Biden said,
“Iwant to begin by expressing my
deepest condolences for the sud-
den and tragic loss of life due 1o
this flash flood.” He added that he
has encouraged federal emer-

Continuwed on Poge AL

HENFI SLAMS NORTHEAST The
storm prompted flood watches in
several states. PAGE Al2

MNEWS ANALYSIS

Science of Virus
Keeps Fvolving
And Frustrating

By APOORVA MANDAVILLY

When the coronavirus sur-
faced last vear, no one was pre-
pared for it Lo invade every as-
pect of daily life for so long, so
insidiously. The pandemic has
forced Americans to wrestle with
life-or-death choices every day of
the past 18 months — and theres
no end in sight.

Scientific understanding of the
virus changes by the hour, it
seems. The virus spreads only by
elose contact or on contaminated
surfaces, and then turns out to
be airborne. The virus muates
showly, but then emerges in a
series of dangerous new forms.
Americans don't need to wear
masks, Wait. they do.

AL no point in this ordeal has
the ground beneath our feet
seemed so uncertain. In the past
week, federal health officials said
they would begin offering boost-
er shots to all Americans in the
coming months. Days earlier,
those officials had assured the
public that the vaccines were
holding strong against the Delta
wariant of the virus, and that
boosters would not be necessary.

As early as Monday, the Food
and Drug Administration is

expected to formally approve rthe
Phizer-BioMTech vaccine, which
has already been given o scores
of millions of Americans. Some
holdouts found it suspicious that
the vaccine was not formally
approved yet somehow widely
dispensed. For them, “emer-
gency authorization™ has never
seemed quite enough.

Americans are living with
science as it unfolds in real time.

Continued ont Page A17
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Suburban workers may not
want to return to commuting.

ES FIR THE NEW Y0

Delta Cripples
Fall Recovery
For New York

This article is by Nelson D.
Schwartz, Nicole Hong and Patrick
MeGeehan.

For Mew York City and its tril-
lion-dollar economy, Septem
was supposed to mark a return to
normal, & moment when Broasd-
way  theaters reopened, stores
and restaurants hummed, and
tourists and office workers again
filled the streets.

But that long-awaited mile-
stome has been upended by the
Delta variant of the coronavirus.
One big company after another
has postponed plans to come back
po Manhattans socaring towers.
Trade shows have been canceled.
Some small businesses hawve had
orders evaporate.

It is a setback for a city that has
lagged behind the rest of the coun-
try in its economic recovery, with
a 10.5 percent unemployment rate
that is mearly twice the national
MNow, rather than seeing
r rebound it was counting
on, New York is facing fresh chal-
lenges.

Continuwed on Page A20
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The Worlds Last Samaritans

In the West Bank, several hundred
villagers practice an ancient Israelite
religion while maintaining an ambigu-
ous national identicy PAGE A4

A Panthéon Burial for Baker
Josephine Baker will be the first Black
woman to be entombed at the renowned
monument in Paris, a symbolic move
amid racial tensions in France. PAGE A4

Saving an Ancient Tree

Experts, with the help of residents, are
trying to revive an ancient olive tree in
a village in Sardinia that was engulfed
by a catastrophic wildfire. PAGE AT
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Cabrera Joins 500-Homer Club

The Tigers” Miguel Cabrera became the
2&th player to hit the milestone. There
may be o long wait for o 28th,  PAGE D2

One Word, Seven Stories

Sportswriters were given a theme:
freedom. One wodd about Vinny Mar-
ciano, who reset his life.

PAGES Di-&

Surprising Vaccine Opposition
When a Staten Island hospital imple-
mented a decree that employees either
get vaccinated or submit 1o testing. staff
members staged profests, PAGE A17

House Democrats at Odds
Fractures in the party are starting to

show as the House returns Monday to
protect a bill from a filibuster.  PAGE Al6

OBITUARIES B&6-7

100-Year-Old Inspiration

Before Rosa Parks, Lucille Times fought
with & Montgomery, Ala, driver and
then boycotted the buses. PAGE BS

Turning Hopelessness to Hope

Antoinette Chinonye Nwanduw's “Pass
Owver” about Black men in peril, wins
high praise from Jesse Green.  PAGE C1

Larger Patrons, Fewer Seats

Theaters have been making sitting
more comfortable recently. Below, the
Opera House in San Francisco. PAGE €1

More Eyes on Tesla

As the carmaker deals with regulators
owver its driver-assistance technolog;
an add-on kit draws attention.  PAG

Inside a Silicon Valley Divorce
A couple are heading to court to decide
who is entitled to a fortune started in

B1

the earliest days of Google. FAGE Bl
CPINION A18-19
Ryan C. Crocker PAGE Al
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7 Afghan
civilians
killed in
chaos at
airport

Biden says military

is working to ease
access, LLS. orders
commercial carriers to
assist in evacuations.

By Nasra BuLos

KABUL, Afghanistan —
‘The pandemonium around
HKabul's airport turned
deadly Sunday, with seven
people Killed In the chaotle,
thousands-sirong scrum to
reach evacuation Mights out
of Afghanistan.

“our sincere  thoughts
are with the families of the
seven Afghan civilians who
have sadly died in crowds in
Kabul,” the United King-
dom’s Defense Ministry said
in a statement. “Conditions
on the ground remain ex-
tremely challenging but we
are doing everything we can
to manage the situation as
safely and securely as pos-
sible.”

The deaths came as the
U.S5. Embassy warned its
citizens to stay away from
Hamid Karzai International
Aldrport unless specifically
instructed otherwise, citing
risks of attack by Islamic
State militants operating
in Afghanistan, who are
avowed enemies of the Tali-
ban.

But rather than Islamic
State, the more immediate
danger has been the chaos
around the airport, where
thousands gather daily at
the gates in an increasingly
frantic attempt Lo escape Afl-
ghanistan with the Taliban
now i eontrol.

The Taliban entered
Habul eight days ago in
the culmination of a blitz of-
fensive that saw it take —
with seemingly little effort —
almost all of the country.
‘The group has exhorted
people to stay, promising
amnesty for officials of the
former government, its
armed forees as wellasthose
who worked with its interna-
tional allies. It has also spo-
ken of reconciliation and the
promise to grant women a
role in state affairs.

Yet few seem willing to
gamble on the Taliban's sin-
eerity, amid reports of door-
to-door searches and compi-
lation of lists of its now-de-
feated adversaries in the se-
curity and intelligence serv-
ices — signs that hint at
retribution to come.

Latifa Ainy, a women's
rights activist in Kabul and

[See Afghanistan, A5]
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Photographs by GGARY COI‘O]”\.'DO Los Angeles Times
A HORSE grares in a blue agave field in San Martin de las Canas, outside the town of Teguila, Mexico.

The tequila trade’s big shots

Celebrities reshape a signature Mexican industry

By KEATE LINTHICUM

TEQUILA, Mexico — People
in the tequila industry call it the
“Clooney effect.”

In 2007, actor George Clooney
announced he was selling his
syear-old Casamigos tequila
brand to a British beverage com-
pany for the staggering sum of
F1 billion,

Almost overnight, it seemed
that every A-list celebrity was
debuting a teqguila label — from
Amold Schwarzenegger to Le-
Bron James, Nick Jonas and
Dwayne “The Rock"” Johnson.

The flood of celebrity brands
has helped fuel record growth in
the industry. Mexico, the source
of all tequila, last year produced
B0 million gallons — 8% more
than two decades ago.

The boom is visible here, a
ity See Teguila, A4d]

GUADALUPE RAMOS SANTOS uses a tool called coa to cut away
blue agave leaves from the core, or pifia, in El Arenal, in Jalisco state,

A new way to lower rent in luxury housing

the opposite of most real es-
tate buyers. They're lower-
ing the rent.

‘The programs are geared
toweard middle-income
workers — including police
officers, teachers and marses
— who make too much to
aualify for most traditional
subsidized housing but still
struggle to afford a place
near theirwork, according to
government authorities and
the private partners in-
volved.

“They hinge onaunigue fi-

Stare agencies use
property tax subsidies
to help middle class
get better apartments.

By ANpDREW KHOURI

In hopes of plugging the
state’s affordable housing
shortage, some California
government agencies are
purchasing buildings, usu-
ally luxury ones, and doing

nancial model that invaolves
local property tax subsidies.
Proponents say the ap-
proach makes thousands of
units across the state more
accessible to those who ar-

n't high earners — serving
the so-called missing middle
excluded from other afford-
able housing programs and
left behind by arunaway real
estate market.

At least three govern-
ment agencies hawve
launched these programs,
bringing rents down by dou-

ble-digit percentages in
places such as Long Beach
and Pasadens. In all, the
government agencies —
known as joint powers au-
thorities — have bought
more than 20 bulldings, to-
taling more than 6 000 units.

Ruestions rermain about
the long-term conseguences
and underlying economics
— including whether the cit-
ies, which must approve the
deals and help underwrite
the rent reductions, will

[Ses Luxury rentals, A9]

latimes.com

Experts
call for
a shift
in fire
defense

Forest management
not enough, some say.
To save communities,
they urge direct focus
on homes themselves.

By HAYLEY SMITH AND
ALEX WIGGLESWORTH

#As he stood amid the rub-
ble of the town of Greenville
thismonth, Gov, Gavin New-
som vowed Lo take proactive
steps Lo protect California’s
residents from increasingly
devastating wil

“We recognize that we've
got to do more in active for-
est management, vegetation
management.,” Newsom
said, noting that the region’s
extreme heat and drought
are leading to “wildfire chal-
lenges the likes of which
we've never seen in our his-

Yet despite a universal
desire to avoid more de-
struction, experts aren’t al-

s in agreement about
what should be done before
ablaze ignites.

Forest management has
long been touted as essential
to fighting wildfires. with
one new set of studies led by
the University of Wisconsin
and the U.8. Forest Service
concluding that there is
strong scientific evidence to
support the effectiveness of
thinning dense forests and
reducing fuels through pre-
seribed burns.

But some ecologists say
that logging, thinning and
other tactics that may have
worked in the past are no
longeruseful in an era of ever
hotter, larger and more
freqguent wildfires.

“The fact is that forest
management is not stopping
weather- and climate-driven
fires,” said Chad Hanson, a
forest and fire ecologist and
the president of the John
Muir Project.

MMany of California’s most
devastating recent fires —
including 2018's deadly
Camp fire and the Dixie fire,

now the state’s second
largest on record — seared
stralght through forests

that had been treated for
fuel reduction and fire pre-
vention purposes, Hanson
salid,

But reimagining well-
wormn approaches to forest
management will require a
reckoning with what is and

| See Wildfires, A12]

COLUMN ONE

Sorn’s tragic story turned upside down
He lived in shame about his birth; then he got a DINA test

,o“ By Marisa GCERBER

to a st

TRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times
JOSEPH ARRIAGA, left, sent a message last fall to Robert “Bobby™
Parker reading in part: “I think you might be my biological father.™

ne evening last fall, after
his three young children
went to bed, Joseph Ar-
riaga sat at his laptop and
sent a Facebook message

“Hello Robert. My name is Jo-
seph,” it began. “T was born in 19927

So many of Arriaga's defllning
memaries had built toward this mes-
sage. There was the time, around
third grade, when a cousin blurted
that Arriaga wasn't truly part of their
family. The strained follow-up conver-
sations with his mother. His recent
gamble in mailing a sample of saliva
L0 ANCEST ry.Corm

Inlaunching his search, Arriaga,
29, was Lrying to sort out truth from
family folklore, attempting to verify or
disprove a story about his paternity —
a story that had filled him with anger
and shame for years. Would a DNA
match lead him toa dead man or a
felon. or perhaps | See Discovery, A7

AFPGetty Tmages

JOSEPHINE BAKER

The entertainer’s remains will be mowved to the
Panthéon — France's highest honor. woRLD, As

Torrance team is

halfway to final
The Little Leaguers
beat Hamilton, Ohio,
D-0 to advance in World
Series. SPORTS, D1

Weather
Low clouds, then sun.
L.A. Basin: TB/63. B8

Caldor fire tops
100,000 acres
Winds fanning flames
east of Sacramento are
expected to weaken.
CALIFORNIA, Bi

i

BUSINESS INSIDE:

The pandemic brings cash and chaos into the collectibles arena. A8
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Democracy Dies in Dariness

Tennessee floods kill at least 21 as search for missing continues

A worman looks at debris washed up against a bridge Sunday in Wa

central region the day before, with one observation site re

ording 17

erly, Tenn. Historic ra

o

nches in 24 hours. S

swept the state’s

me people were lefl

yvelling for help from their rooftops, while others found themselves trapped in vehicles. Story, A2

Rifts imperil swift vote on Democ

By Toxy Romm

House Democrats ame prepar-
ing tor take the first steps Monday
toward sadopting a roughly
§3.5 trillion spending plan that
would enable sweeping changes
to the nation’s health care, educa-
tion and tax laws, but new rifts
among party lawmalkers threaten
to stall the skmges swift ad-
vanoe

The budget Mueprint encom-

cherished policy promises from
2020 campaign, incleding
pledges to expand Medicare, re-

new sams o combat  climate
change. Itz adoption this week
would inch Congress closer to
delivering on President Biden's
broader economic agenda.

But the fi
pears in doubt, as H
MNancy Pelosi (D-Calif)y continues ower

nany of Democrats” maost oo g

immigration and spend

o of that vote ap- sl
e Speaker

Antage.

The tensions have played out
what should heve becn a

liberal and

ats” budget plan

ple with persistent politi-
cal divides among her own frac-
tious caweus. Despite wide-rang-
ing support for some of the new
spending, the party
centrist wings remain at odds
aver how exactly to proceed, rais-
ing the potential for defections
that Demwocrats cannot afford ina
chamhber where they hold only a

routine process to bring the budg-
et to a final vote. Nine centrists,
led by Rep. Josh Gottheimer
(D-NLL), havre sigmaded they could
vote mgainst the proposal unless
Pelosi first permits a vole on a
bipartisan, roughly $1.2 trillion
hill to improve the conntry’s in-
frastructuve, The Senate adopred
both packages before its recess
s Tnonth,
The moderate lawmakers’
SEE BUDGET ON Al#
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Biden to expand
safe zone around
airport in Kabul

COMMERCI

President a

L AIRLINES
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Dax Lam 1E

AND ADELA SULIMAN

President Biden said Sunday
that the U5, military is “execut-
ingg a plan™ to move stranded
American citizens to the Kabul
airport in greater numbers, in-
cluding through an expansion of
o safe zone around the facility
and by ereating conduits  for
people to aceess the compound
“safely and effectively”

“Our first priority in Kabul”
Biden said in remarks at th
White House, “is getting Am,
can citizens cut of the cour 3
quickly and as safely as possible”

The president would not say
how the plan for “inereased ra-

=5 to the airport” is
being carried outor whether ULS.
troops have expanded their pe-
rimeter outside the airport and
further imto Eabul, which could
put them at beightened risk of
attack  from iba factions
manning  security checkpoints
and Islamic State operatives
whao, LS, officials warn, pose a
serions threat.

In recent d the Qatari am-
bassador to Afghanistan has es-
corted small groups of Ameri-
cans into the airport, according
to two people familiar with the

effort who, like others, spoke on

sensitive operation.
American citizens have been in-
structed to meet at rally points in

STAN 0N As

-
|4

cing compounding ¢

president projects confidenee

BY MATT VISER

President Biden, beset by chal-
lenges to his credibility and fi
ing the biggest foreign policy
of  his nistration,
=zht on Sunday to reassert his
m Lo eompetent governance
while looking ahead to twin cri-
ses in coming diays: the emergen-
oy evacuation of Americans in
Afghanistan and a tropical storm
pummeling the Northeast.

Speaking at the White House
after a weekend mecting with
advisers instead of traveling to
Delaware, Biden touted the re-
cent suceess of LS, forees in
ramping up evacuations, sug-
gesting the military might make

In race to vaceinale. U.S.

tur

Millions of taxpayer
dollars spent with
few clear resulls

BY ISAAC STANLEY BECKER

When G n Newsom out-
sonreed key components of Cali-
fornin's vaccine rallout to the pri-
vate sector during the pandemic’s
darkest days last winter, the Dean-
ocratic governor promised the
changes would benefit the most
vulmerable.

His "number one” reason for
handing thereins to Blue Shield of
Califors an Oakland-based
health insurance company, was
Sequity” delivering  vaccine
doses 1w those at greatest risk,
many in communitics of color, he
said in February.

But the $15 million contract
with Blue Shield, plus another

1ed to army of consultants

$13 million for MeKinsey, did not
deliver on that promise, aceord-
ing to state and county officials, as
well as public health experts.

“Erquity is a useful catchphrase,
but the work was either nonexis-
tent or completely nontranspar-
ent” said Kim Bhosds, a health
advocate and physician research-
er atthe University of California at
San Francisco, About 45 percent
of eligible Black residents and La-

in Californis, according to state
data, compared with nearly 60
percent of the eligible White pops-
ulation. “The numbers speak for

themselves.” Rhoads said.
California wasn'talone inusing
private contractors to manage the
vaccination campaign. At least 25
states, along with federal agencies
amnd many ecities and counties,
hired consulting firms, according
to a Washington Post tally. The
Ameriean vaccination drive came
to rely on global behemaoths such
SEEVIRUS 0¥ A4

additional  efforts o rvetrieve
Americans and allowing for the
possibility  of  extending  the
Aug,. 31 deadline for the pullout.
The president also gave a
more direst response to eriticism
that he is showing little empathy
for wvulnerable Afghans while
putentially paving the way for
dangerous refugees to enter the
United States. He emphasized
that all refugees would be fully
wvetted, and he I o point of
woicing compassion for those

sevking to flee.
SEE BIDEN ON Ao

Comparing words and actions
Taliban assurances are familiar,
bant Afghans are unconyinoed, A9

FFor Appalachian Trail. a pandemic of popularity

A view on the Appalachian Trails Reller Coaster in Bluemont, Va. Hikers have taken a toll on the trail.

S

E = -
AMAND8 AMDARADE-RHCADES. FOR THE VRLSHING 1OR POST

BY Liz#iE JoHNSON

The beastiful dayvs arc the
worst at the Roller Coaster.

When the skics are bluc and
the weather is cool, day hikers
descend on this rolling 13.5 e
section of the Appalachian Trail,
which cuts from Ashby Gap to
Snickers Gap in Virginia. By
& aamn., the gravel lots are
crammed with cars. And by
noon, the stragelers ANXious
to get on the trail — park on the
highway shoulder, or illegally on
residential streets.

Sometimes the day-trippers
carry loud stereos in their back-
packs, or discard paper coffee
cups, dog poop bags amnd other
trash on the trail. When they
run out of food and water or get
lost, the paramedics are sum-
moned.

Even before the worst public
health crisis in a century, more
than 3 million people a year
hiked parts of the 2 2300- e
Appalachian Trail. which ram-
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Henri swamps East Coast The storm left

“im, President
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challenges old and mew. 11
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lents have been growing
in popularity for nearly
adecads, hundreds of
thousands of people are
now logging on daily o
admire the plants via
live-stre:

THE ECONOMY
Artificial intelligence
gave actor Val Kilmer

hiis voice back after a
surgery for throat can-
cer, but critics worry
the digital cloning tech-
would be mis-

THE REGION
The Wiashil
gion’s local govern-

tlons vulnerable to
berattacks, experts
warn. Bl

A Maryland man
turned to arson, threat-
ening messages and

e

a
his business partner,
Prosecutors sy, B
Maryland Gov. Larry
gan (1) said he had
cedd o third dose of
a coronavirus vaccine
runesd thuae Mlary-
Ay W sTAart

g out booster shots

almost immediately, not
a month from now. B+

DBITUARIES

one-half of the
Birothers duo. 156

THE WEEK AHEAD
MONDAY

Vice President Harris
visits Singapore.

The House relurns
from s August recess,
TUESDAY

Vice President Harris
ngapore and

Vietna
Second gen
Doug Emhoff
Kyo for the Paralyvmpic
Games.

New York Lt. Gov.
Eathy Hochul (I be-
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COTMES EOVETIOr.

WEDMESDAY
President Biden mects
with others o
improving the natlon's
cyhersecurity.
Durable-goods or-
ders for July are expect-

ed to decrease by

0.2 percent.
THURSDAY
Israeli Prime
MNaftali Benmett
the White House.
Jobless claims (o0 the
week ended Aug, 21 are

STYLE
A pageant’s pivot
The competition for Miss
america 1984 was
business as usual — wntll
everyone got a look at
Vanessa Wiliams, C1

On a sour note
Tropical Storm Henri cut
short New York's big
“Homecoming Concer.”
Thwarting a pandemic-
era show of eptimism. €1

estimated at 340,000,

FRIDAY

Personal income for
July is expectad to show
a gain of 0.3 percent.
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Se complica

el éxodo desde

Afganistan

Biden pidid ayuda a las aerolineas

comerciales para facilitar la salida de
Kabul: crece la desesperacidon por huir

del régimen talibin. Pagina2

OPINION TERMINO EN UNA

;Y SILOS CARPINCHOS | TRAGEDIA UN VUELO

NOMILITAN EN EL A PUNTA DEL ESTE

KIRCHNERISMO? —seguridad

Luciano Romdn El avion habia partido de San Fernando
LA KACION con dos tripulantes; se estrellden

territorio uruguayo; las victimas tenian
Pagina2s 22y 27 afios. Pagina 26

LA NACION

LUNES 23 DE AGOSTODE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR

Alerta

por las

dificultades
para reunir
autoridades
de mesa

eLEccioNEs. Fueron devueltos més de la
mitad de los telegramas enviados en la
provincia de Buenos Aires; lo atribuyen a
los temores por la pandemia y a la apatia

Me:s de la mitad de los telegramas
enviados para convocar a autori-
dades de mesa en la provincia de
Buenos Aires volvieron rechaza-
dos. La negativa encendid luces
dealerta ante Jas dificultades para
fiscalizar los comicios en el con-
exto de los resquemores por la
pandemia.

La provincia de Buenos Aires,
que tiene bajo su drbita el padron
electoral masgrandedel pais, fuela
primera en enviar los telegramas.

De 74.000 girados inicialmente,
alrededor de 35.000 debieron ser
reenviados ante los rechazos, y en
un nuevo intento de completar las
autoridades en los comicios.

Ademas de la pandemia, las di-
ficultades para convocar a las au-
toridades que deben controlar los
comicios aparecen, también, en
un contexto en que los encuesta-
dores advierten sobre un alto ni-
vel deapatiade cara alas proximas
elecciones. Pagina 8

EL ESCENARIO

Cinco indicadores
que obsesionan

al oficialismo
Claudio Jacguelin

LA NACION

Paginad

EL PULSO DEL CONSUMO

Una sociedad
aturdida
encriptada
Guillermo Oliveto

FARA LA ALK
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La variante delta, un enigm

a: no

se sabe cuantos contagios hay

coviD. Eliltimo informe es del 9 de agosto; murid el ©

Tras confirmarse el primer caso
mortalasociadocon lavariantedel-
taen Cordoba, ayer sedesconociala
cifra total de contagios detectados
hastael momentoenel paisconesa
variante de coronavirus e incluso
qué proporcion representan en los

positivos que se van informando.
El ultimo reporte oficial sobre
muesiras secuenciadas corres-
ponde al 9 de agosto, cuando ha-
bian sido confirmados 125 casos
de delta. Al ser consultado, ayer el
Ministerio de Salud de la Nacidn

caso cero” de Cordoba

volvid a remitir a ese documento.
Entanto, los especialistas no des-
cartan que ya haya circulacién co-
munitaria y coinciden en la necesi-
dad dereforzarlavigilancia, aumen-
tar los testeos v la secuenciacion, v
acelerarlavacunaciin. Pagina 22

Pechito Lopez,

" Mobil T

héroe en
las 24 Horas de Le Mans

Pechito Lopez, con la bandera, festeja ju

deportes—*Ser parte de esto es increfble. Sinceramente, £ un
suefio hecho realidad”, confeso José Maria “Pechito” Lopez, que,
coin Toyota, gand la miticacarmera, cormo Froilin Gonzilez en 1954.
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Queimadas
no Pantanal
alcancam o
nivel recorde

Sob o terceiro ano segui-
do de seca e o impacto de
geadas, o Pantanal ja re-
Eisrra 0 MEeSmo patamar
e drea destruida pelo fo-
go do ano passado, guan-
do viveu o pior desastre
ambiental da histéria, re-
latam Fabiano Maison-
nave ¢ Lalo de Almeida.
De janeiro aré sibado
(21), 261.800 hectares ha-
viam sido atingidos pelas
chamas, quase duas cida-
des do Rio, diz o Lasa, labo-
ratdrio da UFR]. Ambiente Bs

PAINEL

Doria decide que
Paulistaem 7/9 é
de bolsonaristas

O governador de Sao Pau-
lo, Jodo Doria (PSDR), defi-
niuque a avenida Paulista
serd ocupada apenas por
movimentos bolsonaristas
no feriado de 7 de Setem-
bro. Eles teriam solicitado
antes, segundo o governo
paulista. J4 0s grupos con-
tririos ao presidente Jair
Bolsonaro poderao utili-
zaravianodiaiz, Poderas

Governador de SP
da verba a base
pré-pacote fiscal

Poder A8

Estrangeiros ficam
presos em limbo
na porta da Europa
Limudnia, Letdnia e Polonia
vetam a entrada de 4.000
estrangeiros vindos da
Belarus, relata a enviada
Ana Estela de Sousa Pinto
4 capital lituana, Vilnius.
Sao pessoas barradasem
uma “zona de ninguém”
Desde odltimo dia 3, quan-
doa Lituania proibiua che-
gada de egressos da Bela-
rus, mais de 1500 foram
impedidos de entrar no
pais baltico. Mundo a10

Ronaldo Lemos
Pais vive onda

de sequestros

de dados online
Estd em curso uma pande-
mia de ataques de ransom-
ware, sequestros de dados
com exigeéncia de resgates.
Com agio muito prof
nal, hd até call centers para
falar com quem ataca. a1e

mpme AlS
Negdcios no litoral
de SP tém impulso
com trabalhadores
em home office

Iustrada C1

Em Bilbao, mostra
no Guggenheim
celebra os anos 1920
e como ainda ecoam
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INCENDIO ATINGE AREA DE CERRADO NA GRANDE SP, E FULIGEM CHEGA A CAPITAL

RE 500

@pratdelianco no Twitter

Fogo no Pargue Estadual do Juguery, em Franco da Rocha, que comegou apas queda de baldo, diz prefeitura; tempo seco ajuda a alastrar chamas ambiente B

Eduardo Anizelli Folkapress

NA PRAIA, NO BAR, NA AVENIDA

Banhistas na praia da Enseada, em Guaruja; no primeiro fim
de semana sem restri¢bes de horario nos bares em 5P, publico
lotou restaurantes, parques, a Paulista e o litoral cotidiano B3

EDITORIAIS A2

Avango trabalhista
Em defesa de revisio de
texto votado na Camara.
Morticinio impune
Acerca de caso de violéncia
policial em 1994, no Rio.

ATMOSFERA
S&o Paulo hoje
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Bia Braune

Como nao amar
as palavras
do dicionario?

Eu me apaixonei por “in-
constitucionalissimamen-
te", achando ser a maior da
nossa lingua. Até que des-
cobria recordista e suas 46
letras que mal cabem nu-
ma linha dinica do dicio-
ndrio. La vai: “pneumoul-
tramicroscopicossilicovul-
CanOCoONiGHco”. lustrada c7

Juiza rejeita dentncia
contra Lula no caso
do sitio de Atibaia

Justica do DF aponta falhas na acusacao da Procuradoria,
fruto da Lava Jato, e declara punigao extinta; cabe recurso

A juiza Pollyanna Kelly Ma-
ciel Medeiros Martins Alves,
da 12* Vara Federal Crimi-
nal de Brasilia, rejeitou de-
nuncia reapresentada pelo
Ministério Piiblico Federal
contra o ex-presidente Lu-
iz Indcio Lula da Silva (PT)
no caso do sitio de Atibaia,
fruto da Operacio Lava Jato.

Total da populacao
vacinada

ac men, totalmen|
uma oset 1.|nr|m-§:|‘)g

prasit.  59.,9% 26,0«
MS 71.2% 40,7%
5P 73.5% 32.4%
RS 55,39 31.9%
Totalmente vacinada
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Toral de doses aplicadas

L 2 amica

Brasil 12,8 mi 51 md 4.1 mi
1°SP  329mi 139mi 1,1 mi
MG 1LEmi  47mi 4716 mil
I*RI 25 mi 41 mmd 3159 mil

Mimeros da pandemia

Casos Gbinos.
Total 20,6 mi  574,6 mil
Mid. mdwel 29,5 mil 765
Variagio®™"" -9,3% 15,29
Em 24 h 14,2 mil 331
Estiglos
. celerado
BN Esuivel
# pesacelerado m
N Reduzico £
Brasil

F Dasacelerado

Craclos das 20h de 22.ago

* Tamou dose dnics ou 1* dose
** Tomou dose Gnica ou 29 dose
**=Em mlagio a 14 dias

Amagistrada afirmou que
a Procuradoria deixou de
fazer "a adequacao da pe-
g acusatéria” as recentes

cisdes tomadas pelo Su-
premo. Ela ainda extinguin
punigao a Lula em razao de
prescricio de pena. O Minis-
tério Publico ndo comentou
a decisfo. Cabe recurso.

Alves refurou a denincia
contra 0s demais envolvidos
no caso, entao sob o coman-
do de Sergio Moro. Ela nao
se manifestou sobre o méri-
todasacusagdes —se Lulaé
culpado ou ndo de suposto
favorecimento is empresas
OAS e Odebrecht em troca
de reforma no sitio. Poderas

Crise fiscal e clima eleitoral
ameacam novas privatizacoes

Comadeterioragio doam-
biente fiscal e econdmico,
em boa parte motivada pe-
la antecipacfio da dispura
eleiroral do ano gue vem,
investidores estrangeiros
passaram a rever o apetive
por projetos no Brasil.
Fundos de investimen-
to, de pensio e operadores
internacionais estudavam
participar das concorrénci-
as, mas decidiram esperar
pelo préximo presidente.

TCU investiga
seguro de vacinas
por R$ 24 milhoes

O Tribunal de Contas da
Uniao investiga se ha irre-
gularidades na contrara-
cao do Ministério da San-
de, sem licitacio, de segu-
ro internacional de RS 24
milhdes para cobrir res-
ponsabilidades por even-
tos adversos das vacinas
da Janssen e da Pfizer. O
contrato foi fechado sem
licitagio e com pagamento
anrecipado por consulto-
res gue nao tém cargo no
ZOVEINO. Cotidiano Bl

O grupo se ampara em
projegoes que indicam wm
crescimento da economia
em patamares baixos,

Um dos motivos é a refor
ma tributiria: sem mudan-
CAS NESSE campo, 0 goVerno
terd que aumentar impos-
tos, ja que pelolado das des-
pesas nio houve avancos.

Diante desse quadro, os
certames deverdo atrair
principalmente grupos que
jd atuam no pais. Mercado Al4

ENTREVISTA DA 2°
Julio Croda

Terceira dose da
vacina nos idosos
é para ontem
Avacinacido aindalenta e
a circulacfo da variante
delta, mais contagiosa, im-
pdem a aplicagio de dose
de reforgo nos mais vulne-
raveis, diz oinfectologista
Julio Croda, da Fiocruz. “A
questio da idade € para
ontem, porgue ja vemaos
um aumento de hospita-
lizacdes, principalmente
nessa faixa etdria” B2
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En 16 casos identificados, sueldos totalizan mensualmente G. 534 millones

Militares de oro retirados ganan
millonadas en las hinacionales

Aparte de percibir sus jubilaciones, reciben jugosos salarios en Itaipu y Yacyreta, que rondan
entre G. 15 millones y G. 53 millones. En primer ente citado también cobran por alimentacion.
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Relajamiento de las medidas sanitarias
Las fiestas clandestinas y
los desmanes ponen en
riesgo control de pandemia
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Expertos de Gafilat inician evaluacion
Paraguay afronta desde hoy

prueba clave antilavado
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ET AIX-
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ECONOMIQUES
L'AGRICULTURE,
FAIBLESSE

DE LEMPIRE
ROMAIN
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JEUX D'ETE pace 16
PRESIDENTIELLE
Quand le couple
devient
un argument
de campagne
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AFGHANISTAN
Le mollah Baradar,
nouveau visage
des talibans
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EDUCATION
Blanquer veut une
rentrée «la plus

normale possible »
PAGE 10

Repocnses ala question

Apprwwz-mus

les maires qui s'engagent

a accueillir des réfugiés

afghans dans leur ville ?
oul NON
28% T2%

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 212027

Votez aujourdhui
sur lefigaro.fr
Approuvez-vous lentrée
de Joséphine Baleer

au Panthéon ?
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PALAIS VIA AFP-PETRMALAK Y
SHUTTERSTOCK

CHRESTOPHE BRESCHI

L’Ukrajne tente de sortir
la Crimeée de l'oubli

Kiev organise un sommet international pour remettre la pression sur la Russie, sept ans apres
I'annexion de la péninsule. Un affichage qui a aussi des visées électorales pour le président Zelensky.

Rattachée i la Russie en i pei-
ne quelques semaines lors du
conflit de 2004, la Crimeée «a
quitté 'agenda palitique inter-
national », déclare au Figaro
Oleksiv Reznikov, vice-pre-
mier ministre ukrainien. Le

sommet quorganise Kiev sur
la péninsule ce lundi, baptisé
« Plateforme  de  Crimeée s,
vise & accroitre Ia pression in-
ternationale sur Moscou, no

tamment par le biais de sanc-
tions, Une guarantaine de

délégations v participeront,
alors que 1'Ukraine féte en
grande pompe mardi le tren-
tigme anniversaire de son in-
dépendance. Mais le Kremlin
campe sur ses positions et
traite 1'"événement par le mé-

pris. Le faible impact attendu
de cette mobilisation tranche
avec la volonté du président
Volodymyr Zelensky de re-
mobiliser son électorat face
au blocage des négociations
sur le Donbass.

-+ MOSCOU « NABANDONNERA
JTAMAIS »» LA PENINSULE

MAIS CRAINT LES SANCTIONS
= LA CRIMEE ASSECHEE

PAR LA GUERRE DE LEAU
ENTRE KIEV ET MOSCOU

PAGES 2,4ET19

La flotte s"est élancée dimanche en fin de journée de Saint- Nazaire pour une premiére étape longue de 627 milles,
direction Lorient, oi les premiers skippers devraient franchir la ligne d'arvivée jeudi. PaGe12

Trente-quatre
skippers

de-la Solitaire
du Figaro

B3 EDITORIAL per wes thréert yarweasisieigaro

Verts de rage

n n'est jamais décu avec les éco-
logistes francais. Depuis 1974 et
la candidature de René Dumont,
ils assurent le spectacle des cam.
pagnes présidentielles. A défaut
de bien figurer 4 la sortle des urnes, Ls savent
faire parler d'eux, malbeureusement pas pour
le meilleur. Ils ont le génie de 1"extravagance,
comme si la défense de 'environnement éait
un passeport pour l'inconséquence, La preuve
en a encore é apportée i l"oocasion de leur
université d'été, organisée ces jours-ci a Poi-
tiers. Entre décroissance et intersectionnalivé,
I"événement adonnd lieu & un conoours Lépi-
ne de propositions plus invraisemblables les
unes que les autres.
Sans doute est-ce Sandrine Rousseau qui a
remporte la palme, L'écoféministe revendi-
quée semble bien partie pour gagner la pri-
maire qui doit choisir, en septembre, le can-
didat des écologistes a 1"élection supréme.
Car ces derniers font toujours de la radicalité
une condition de la sélection de leur cham
pion : il faut qu'il soit vert de rage conltre a
peu preés tout le monde, Cest ainsi qu'Eva
Joly avait été préférée a Nicolas Hulot pour
les représenter en 2012, Sandrine Rousseau,

elle, veut en finir avec notre « société pa-
tricreale =, notre « épogue de souillure ». Elle
en appelle i la « révolution » pour mettre &
bas « notre systéme doonomigue, sockal et so
ciétal fondé sur e Iriphygue : nous prenons,
noiis wlilisons et nous jetons. Le corps des fem
mes, le corps des plus précaires dans la sociéle,
le corps des racises. Nous ne voulons plus de oe
systéme-la ». On le voit : la clarté du propos
m'est pas 'essentiel, beavcoup plus impor-
tante est l'expression d'une colére, méme
sans rapport avec le

Le concours  déreglement clima-
byt tique.
LEPIHE des A coté, les « gen-

ecologistes tils » préches de

Yannick Jadot pa-
raissent évidemment bien fades et naifs.
Ses discours pour une écologie de gouver-
nement, un tantinet réalistes, ont peu de
chances d'étre entendus. C'est en cela que
les écologistes frangais, indécrassables
idéologues, sont trés différents de leurs ho
mologues allemands, gui, eux, pourraient
monter sur la plus haute marche du pou-
voir a I'automne, aprés le départ d’Angela
Merkel. B
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Sandrine
Rousseau,
la nouvelle
tentation
radicale
des Verts

Depuis des mois, elle ne ces-
se de le répéter : clle sera la
surprise de la primaire des
écologistes, dont les deux
candidats favoris sont Yan-
nick Jadot et Eric Piolle.
Pour se démarquer, Sandri-
ne Rousseau n'hésite pas a
s"afficher comme la plus ra-
dicale des cing concurrents.
Elle se définit elle-méme
comme « dcoféministe », Son
entourage parie que ce choix
de la radicalité fera mouche
aupres des militants d"EELV,
par tradition ancrés a
gauche. PAGE 6 ET LEDITORIAL

a l'assaut

‘E' DO

ET SAUVEZ LA VIE
D'UN ENFANT

ant tous le méme langage pour dire « l'espalr =,

Dapuls toujours, d'a0 quils viennaent, ils le dessinant, rond
comme un soleil, ils savent be faire rayonner par-dela les
frontisres pour le partages avee eeu qui ont le plus besain
de soins.

Oul, cormme les anfants, ROUS POUVENS tous passer Mespalr
et c'est cette Chaine de I'Espoir qui, chaque année, soigne,
opére et sauve 235 000 enfants dans Z7 pays.

Soyez aux chrés des enfants.
Faites un don sur www.chainedelespaoir.org

S8, rum den Marilnns | C5 V758 | TET50 Paris Cedex 14| Tal 101 46 T 6666
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PM will voice anxiety
amid fears over the
pace of evacuation

Dan Sabbagh
Peter Beaumont
Peter Walker

Boris Johnson will personally lobby
Joe Biden at the G7 leaders summit,
Mo 10 said last night, pleading with
him to keep US troops at Kabul air-
port beyond the end of August, after
aweekend of tension betweenthe UK
and its closest ally,

With the Taliban tightening their
grip at the airport, Downing Street
confirmed the prime minister would
lobby the president tomorrow, The
news came as Taliban forces sought
toassert their authority, blaming the

5400_u1165
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US for the “anarchy” at the airport
and insisting they were the only ones
capable of restoring order. Through-
outtheday, Taliban fighters fired their
guns into the airand used batons to
force peapleinto orderly queues inan
attempt to halt the desperate scenes
inwhichat least 20 people have died.

No 10 confirmed last night that
Johnson would ask the US presi
dent to maintain a presence after 31
August. Itis feared thousands of peo-
ple with British connections could
miss the chance to escape.

At a press conference last night,
Biden suggested that the date for
ending evacuations could be pushed
back, saying discussions were ongo
ing, though he added: “Our hope is
we will not have to extend ”

A British minister said the flow
of people outside the airport had
improved as a result of the group’s
intervention, allowing the pace of the

Apsana Begum How I was
persecuted -and survived

The

Monday

23 August 2021
£250
From £1.75 for subscribers

@ [or200 years

Guardian

NoO 10 plea to Biden after
Taliban show of strength

& A Taliban guard at the airport in
Kabul as Afghans gather to flee
FHOTOGRAPH: BASHIE DARWISH/UPL/EEX

UKevacuation toincrease. The Times
reported last night that the RAF had
already extended its own evacua-
rion deadline. It was planned to end
tomorrow but would now be Friday
or Saturday, the paper said.

James Heappey, the armed forces
minister, said the Taliban were “mar-
shalling people into separate queues
for the US evacuation and the UK
evacuation, and that is making a big
difference to the size of the crowds
outside the UK gateand allowingusto
process people much more quickly”,

The Talibanaccused the US, which
is holding the airport with 5,200
troops, of failing to keep control prop-
erly -thoughit is Taliban fighters who
have beatenand shot at those trying
toaccess the site,

Amir Khan Muttaqi, the chiefofthe
Taliban's guidance council, said: “All
Afghanistanis secure, but theairport,
which is managed by the Ameri-
cans, hasanarchy. The USshould not
defame itself, should not embarrass
itselfto the world and should not give
this mentality to our people that [the
Taliban] are a kind of enemy.”

In his press conference Biden said
the US had expanded its perimeter
around the airport to accelerate the
evacuations. Hesaid the Taliban had
cooperated with thase efforts.

It remains unclear how longthe US
will remain at the airport, though it
emerged yesterday that Britain had
previously been desperately lobbving
the Biden administration forit to con-
sider staying on past its previously
announced deadline - to no avail.

Heappey said that the foreign

secretary, Dominic Raab,
under fire for his own

Labour sets
out plan
for benefits
overhaul

Patrick Butler
Sacial policy editor

Labour will pledge a major overhaul
of the universal credit system today
by allowing low-income workers to
earn more without having welfare
payments cut, in a move potentially
costing billions of pounds annually.

The shadow work and pensions
secretary, Jonathan Reynolds, is
expected to promise 1o “make work
pay" as part of a wider strategy tocre-
ate “jobs vou can raise a family on”,

The pledge is the first element of
what isexpected in time tobeasignif-
icant overhaul of the work and social
security system, including the uni-
versal credit scheme currently used
by about & million people, as part of a
“new deal” for working people.

The party will also stepupcalls for
the retention of the £20-a-week uplift
to universal credit, introduced as a
Covid measure in April 2020, The gov-
ernment intends to remove the uplift
in October, leaving claimants about
£1,000a year worse off,

Reynolds isto proposea reduction
intheuniversal credit taper rate, now
set at 63%. This means that for every

£1 earned above a claim-
ant's work allowance, 63p oe

Don Everly

Tributes to
pop legend
Stars salute music
pioneer after his
death in Nashville this
weekend, aged 84
News Page g —




