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mazon plans to open

several large physical re-
tail locations in the U.S. that
ment stores, a step to help the
company extend its reach. AL
4 The FTC filed a new ver-
sion of its antitrust lawsuit
against Facebook, seeking
to jump-start its case. A2

# Toyota said it would cut
production in Japan by 0%
in September because of a
semiconductor shortage. Al

* Intel CEO Gelsinger said
he is committed to buying
other chip makers as the
industry consolidates. B1

+ Pfizer and Moderna are
on track to notch billions
more in sales than previ-
ously expected. BL

* J&J's Gorsky will step
aside as CEQ, handing the
reins to longtime lieutenant
Duato effective Jan. 3. B4

massive loss and expects to
receive a capital infusion. B1

+ Macy's, Kohl's and Coach
parent Tapestry reported
big gquarterly sales gains. B1

# The S&P 500 and Mas-
daqg both closed 0.1% higher
after a choppy session.

The Dow declined 0.2%. BO

# Goldman said it agreed
to acquire the money-man-
agement operation of
Dutch insurer NN Group
for about $1.87 billion. B3

deals with a new company
controlled by Fanatics. A12

Waorld-Wide

S —

#* An internal State De-
partment memao last maonth
warned top agency officials of
the potential collapse of Ka-
bul soon after the U.S.s Aug.
31 troop withdrawal deadline
o

fiance against their takeover
and dispersed peaceful pro-
testers with deadly force,
while the U.S. said more dip-
lomats were arriving at Ka-
bul's airport to clear out the
backlog of Afghans and U.S.

# China approved a sweep-
ing privacy law that will
curb wide-ranging data col-
lection by tech companies,
but that policy analysts sayv
is unlikely to limit the state’s
use of surveillance. Al6

# Chinese authorities have
shut a U.S. labor auditor's
local China partner, esca-
lating Beijing’s campaign
to counter allegations of
farced labor in Xinjiang. A16
+ A few Democrats in the
Texas Legislature, who had
helped refuse the House a quo-
rum in a bid to kill an elections
hill, returned to the state Cap-
itol after a 38-day standoff. A4

* A man surrendered to
law enforcement about five
hours after he drove a pickup
truck onto a sidewalk next to
the Library of Congress and
told police he had a bomb. A4
# Died: Chuck Close, 81,
renowned artist. A5
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In Kab-ul. pecple carried the national Afghan flag during a demonstmm Thursday to mark the country’s Independence Day.

Protests in Afghanistan Widen
Works to Ease Exits

As U.S.

The Taliban faced new defi-
ance against their takeover of
Afghanistan  amd  dispersed
peaceful protesters with deadly
force, while the U.S. said more
diplomats were arriving at Ka-

By Saeed Shah,
Ehsanullah Amiri
and Williarm Mauldin

buls alrport to clear out the
backlog of Afghans and US, citi-
zens seeking to flee the country.

In the capital and other cit-
ies, hundreds of demonstra-
tors came out on Thursday,
championing the red, green
and black flag of the republic
newly ousted by the Taliban.
They waved the Fflag, an

emerging symbaol of resistance
against Taliban rule, chanting,
“Our flag, Our pride”™ and “God
is great.”

U.S. officials said they were
maintaining channels of com-
munication with Taliban com-
manders in an effort to ease
the way for U.S. citizens, Af-
ghan visa holders and appli-
cants to reach Hamid Karzai
International Alrport. As many
as 6000 people had been pro-
cessed and were waiting at the
airport for military flights.

“0Our consular staff on the
ground has had only a handful
of reports from American citi-
zens who have been unable to
reach the airport for whatever
reason.”  State Department

Afghanistan Crisis
» Fulun rejected Central Asia
A6

for LS.
- Slllft across its border
poses test for lramn...
+ After Kabul's fall. UL.5. tries
to reassure allies.. - AT

spokesman Ned Price said.

At the same time, the LS.
and Colombia are finalizing an
agreement that could send as
many as 4,000 Afghans who
worked with the US. govern-
ment in Afghanistan to Colom-
bia temporarily until their pa-
perwork is processed.
according to two U.S. officials
and a person familiar with the

matter. The U.5. is working to
persuade allied governments
to accept Afghan refugees. Al-
bania has also offered to take
them, Mr. Price said.

President Biden will deliver
remarks Friday about the
evacuation efforts, the White
House said.

Meanwhile, Taliban fighters
cutside the airport perimeter
fired in the air and beat peo-
ple to keep the crowd under
control, while urging them to
g2 home.

Protests against the Taliban's
rule spread to Kabul on Thurs-
day, the 102Znd anniversary of
the end of British rule, after
emerging on Wednesday in

Please turn to page AS

OffTicials
In Kabul
Warned

Of Quick
Collapse

State Department cable
in July urged increased
evacuations ahead of
the Taliban's advance

By Vrivian SaLama

WASHINGTON—AN internal
State Department memo last
month warned top agency offi-
clals of the potential collapse
of Kabul soon after the US.'s
Aung. 31 troop withdrawal dead-
line in Afghanistan, according
to a U.S. official and a person
familiar with the document.

The classified cable repre-
sents the clearest evidence yet
that the Biden administration
had been warne v officials
on the ground that the Tali-
ban's advance was imminent
and that Afghanistan's military
might be unable to stop it.

The cable, sent via the State
Departments confidential dis-
sent channel and signed by
about two dozen State Depart-
ment officials at the embassy
in Kabul, was sent to Secretary
of State Antony Blinken and
another top State Department
official, the two people said. Tt
warned of rapid territorial
gains by the Taliban and the
subsequent collapse of Afghan
security forces, and it offered
recommendations on ways to
mitigate the crisis and speed
up an evacuation, the two peo-
ple said.

The cable, dated July 13,
also called for the State De-
partment to use tougher lan-
guage in describing the atroci-
ties being committed by the
Taliban, ane of the people said.

As of last weekend, some
18,000 Afghans who have ap-
plied for the U.S.'s Special Im-

Please turn to page AS

Toyota Set
To Slash
Output as
Chip Crisis
Intensifies

By SEan McLai

TOKYO—Tayota Motor
Corp. said it was cutting pro-
duction in Japan by 40% in
September because of a short-
age of semiconductors, high-
lighting how the scarcity is
hitting even the best-prepared
companies.

The move shows the global
semiconductor shortage has fi-
nally started to bite Japan's
largest car maker as a resur-
gence in Covid-19 infections
from the Delta variant stifles
chip manufacturing in South-
east Asia, worsening a parts
crisis for car companies

Ford Motor Co. and General
Motors Co. also said this week
they are scheduling more
downtime at several MNorth
American factories, in part be-
cause wirus-related restrie-
tions overseas are further
adding to chip-supply con-
straints.

For much of this vear, the
chip-shortage challenges
the auto industry have largely
stemmed from car companies
miscalculating how quickly
auto sales would bounce back
and not ordering enough semi-
conductors.

Toyota had touted its abil-
ity to insulate itself from the
global shortages that burned
its peers because of stockpiles
of components and close rela-
tionships with suppliers.

Mow, the auto industry is
confronting a new wrinkle with
a resurgence in Covid-18 infec-
tions in Southeast Asia, partic-

Flease rurn ropage A5

# Intel eager to scoop up rival
chip makers...___...____._ Bl
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People under 20 are
buying short-term
rental properties as a
way to build wealth. mm
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J& ) CEQ Gorsky, who
led firm to huge
growth, is stepping
aside, B4

Amazon

Amazoncom Ine. plans to
open several large physical re-
tail locations in the U.S. that
wiill operate akin to depart-
ment stores, a step to help the

By Sebastian Hervera.
Esther Fung
and Suzanne Kapner

vech company extend its reach
in sales of clothing, household
items, electronics and other
areas, people familiar with the
matter said.

The plan to launch large
stores will mark a new expan-
sion for the online-shopping
pioneer into bricks-and-mortar

Plans Expansion
Into Department Stores

retail, an area Amazon has
long disrupted.

Some of the first Amazon
department stores are expected
to be located in Ohio and Cali-
fornia, the people said. The
new retail spaces will be
arournd 30,000 sguare feet,
smaller than most department
stores, which typically occupy
about 100,000 square feet, and
will offer items from op con-
sumer brands. The Amazon
stores will dwarf many of the
company’s other physical retail
spaces and will have a footprint
similar to scaled-down formats
that Bloomingdale's Inc., Nord-
strom Inc. and other depart-

ment-store chains have begun
opening, the people said.

It is unclear what bramnds
Amazon will offer in the stores,
although the company™s pri-
wvate-label goods are expected
to feature prominently, the
people  =said. Amazon sells
scores of products including
clothes, furniture, batteries and
electronic  dewvices through
many of its own labels. The
plans aren't yet final and could
change, these people said.

Amazon's plans represent
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If Your Oven Is Stuck on 350,
Maybe It’s in ‘Sabbath Mode’

=

Designed to help Orthodox Jewish users,

feature confuses cooks of many faiths

By Trapr MICKLE

When Brenda Glasscock's
top-of-the-line GE owven re-
cently powered down instead
of heating up, she worried her
newest appliance was torched.

“Call GE and say: I broke
the oven,” the 75-wear-old told
her hus

Technical support turned
into a lesson in digital-age
dogma.

In her effort to ——
bake brownies, Ms. (2%
Glasscock, of Athens R
Ga., discovered that
she inadvertently
turned on “Sabbath
Mode,” a feature de-
signed to freeze an
oven's settings so
chservant Jews can
abide by religious B
law restricting
electricity on holi-

I nr

Staying waren

dayvs. The Glasscocks tried to
skirt that doctrine by flipping
the circuit breaker—a trick
Sabbath mode is designed to
override. They later turned to
the Talmud of appliances, the
manual, and pressed bake and
broil buttons simultaneocusly
for three seconds to revive the
oven. "1 pray to God I never do
it again® said Ms. Glasscock, a
Presbyterian.
Technology is cooking up
similar meltdowns i
S.

as  software makes
= what was once a niche
feature commonplace
in mass-manufactured
appliances.
Sabbath mode, a
decades-old concept,
is now awvailable in
¥ about 85% of built-
ranges and nearly
Please turn fo page AS

One CEO’

s Vaccine

Balancing Act

Taylor Farms won't mandate the shot, fearing
employees might quit during a labor shortage

By JEssE NEWMARN

In a sprawling food pro-
cessing plant on the outskirts
of Nashville, Jon Matthews is
expected to be everywhere.,
He oversees one million
pounds of produce that flow
into the plant daily to be
sliced and separated into sal-
ads and sandwiches.

For months, Mr. Mat-
thews’s emplover, produce gi-
ant Taylor Farms, has been
engaged in an all-hands effort
to cajole its 22,000 employ-
ees 1o he vaccinated against

19, ﬂerms; on-site vac-
nics and cash in-
ccntjw:s_ The company
founder, Bruce Taylor, re-
corded a public-service an-
nouncement that plays in the
hallways, employees said.

Mr. Matthews, 50, is
among the many unper-
suaded. The inventory super-
wisor is uncomfortable with
the nowvel technology behind
the wvaccines and remains un-
convinced it will protect him
from infection, particularly in
light of the Delta variant,
which appears to break
through faster than earlier
strains,

“Thirty percent of me says
it might be the smart thing to
do,* Mr. Matthews said.

M. Tavlor, his boss, has no
such doubts. “T believe the
vaccine is a miracle,” he said.
“wWhy wouldn’t we take ad-
vantage of it?™
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Diminishing returns

Vaccine research gives impetus

to booster shots — anaLysis, PAGE 3

Upwardly mobile

he fintech revolution driving
Migeria's ascent —eic READ, PAGE 15
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Science friction

Giant Al models raise deep ethical
questions —RICHARD WATERS, PAGE &

Taliban tested
Defiance on

Protesters in Kabul carry the afghan
natiomal g ina show of defiance to the
Taliban, which flies a white flag embla-
oaved with an Islamic cath.

“The Islamist group, which swept back
into power at the weekend, fced dis-
sent yesterday, with protests in several
citles marking the 102nd annbversary of
Afghanistan’s independence from Erit
ain. At least five people have died in
demonstrations over the past twodags.

Meanwhile, Ashraf Ghani, the
deposed president, resurfaced in the
United Arab Emirates to sy that be bad
fled o “prevent blosdshed [and] make
surethat a huge disasteris prevented ™,
Reports & analysis page 2
Letters page 16
Fhillp Stephens page 17

Toyota move to slash output 40%

adds to jitters over global growth

& Carmaker cites Covid surge ® Fears rise of cut to US Fed stimulus & Traders pile into dollar

ADAM SAHSOM — LONDON

Toyola has said it will slash production
by 40 per cent next month, adding ko jit-
ters amang investors that global grewth
has peaked as new wavesof coronavinus
dismupt activity and policymakers rein
in crisis-era stimulus measures.

“The announcement from the world's
biggest carmaker came a day after min-
utes from the US Federal Reserve's July
meeting showed a majority of policy-
makers believed it could be appropriate
o begin reducing the central bank's
asset-purchase programime this year,

European equitbes markets, which are
sensitive to flactuations in the global
economicoutiook, suffered a jolt of sell-
ing pressure yesterday, with benchmark
Indices In London and Framkfurt down

Irish farmers fear impact of
EU's reformed grant system

Payments from the EU's Common
Agricultural Policy worth biliors of
‘auros per year have kept thousands of
Irish farmers afloat for decades.
Huowever, the EU |5 now sseking te
reform the system, as part of Its wider
aim of reducing the bloc's praanhouss
@as emissions 55 per cend, from 1990
Ik, by 2030, Irish farmars warn that
the EU's proposal to alter s grants to
deater intensive cperations could
devastate local economies.

Rural idyll threatened » pace «

more than 1 per cent and the French
stocks bourse off more than 2.4 per cent.
VS markets steadied after a 1.1 per cent
drop in the previous session

The spectre of reductions to the Fed's
#$120bn asset purchase programoe,
which has been a pillar of the global
market rally since the dept hs of t he pan-
demic last March, dented confidence.

“There was this suggestion of taper-
ing seoner and faster among some
FOMC members,” said Derek Halpenny,
head of research for global markets at
MUFG. “1 think that's shaken up fragile
sentiment.”

Commaodities were also hit. Iron ore,
the steelmaking ingredient that is the
maln source of profits for some of the
world’s biggest miners, slamped 15 per
cent to $130 a tonpe. COMCErns oVer

Antitrust watchdog refiles Suit:against: |
Facebook ‘buy or bury’ policy onrivals

AMINAM MURPHY — 5AN FRANCIS00

The U5 Federal Trade Commission has
refiled s antitrust complaint against
Facebook, doubling down o its acon-
sations that the secial media group
miaintains monopoly power and uses &
“buy or bury” stralegy to neutralis
competitors.

The original lawsuit, filed in December,
accused Facebook of conducting a
“years-long course of antl-competitive
conduct”™ as it sought to force the com-
pamy toumwind fts acquisitions of Insta-
gram and WhatsApp, made in 2002 and
2004 for $1bn and $19bn, respectively.

However, a federal judge dismissed
that complaint in June, arguing the
agency had “failed o plead enough facts
to plansibly establish” Pacebook had
manapaly ower the market.

The refiled lawsuit revives the amti-

showing growth in China and Beijing's
efforts to curb steel output to hit emis-
shons targets have weighed on the price,
whilch was abowe $230a tonne in May.

Global oil marker Brent crude
dropped about 3 per cent, while traders
shifted into the US dollar, considered a
shelter during times of market angst.
The corrency reached its highest level of
the year against a basket of peers.

Toyota executives sakd a sudden surge
in coronavirus cases in Vietnam and
Mealay=ia had exacerbated the semicon-
ductor shortage and lefi the group short
af other vehicle parts for its global net
work. The company said it would build
540,000 vehicles in September, down
from the S00.000 it had planned.

In the U8, Ford said ane of its plants.

would halt assembly of its F-L50 pick-up

trustargument bt with maredeail, for
instance claiming the company purss
an “antl-competitive acquisition strat-
gy It also said the social network had
“anti-competitive conditbonal dealing
policies” designed to crush rivals by
depriving them of access to their plat-
form. The complaint runs to 80 pages,
up from the original 53-page fling.
“Faceboak lacked the business acum-
en and technical talent to survive the
transition to mobile. After failing to
compete with new innovators, Faceboolk:
illegally bought or buried them when
their popularity became an existential
threat,” sald Holly Vedova, acting direc-
tor of the FTC's bureau of competition.
“This conduct i po less anti-competl-
tive than if Pacebook had bribed emeng-
g A pp-competitors oot b compete.”
The case s the first big test for new
FTC chairand prominent Big Tech critic

Executives at
Toyota say the
rise in Covid-12

infections in
Vietnam and
Malaysia is
exacerbating
the shortage in
semiconductors

truck for a week starting on Monday.
Toyota shares dropped 4.4 per cent
while Ford slipped as much as 3.3 per
cent before cutiing its losses.

The supply-chain bottlenecks comeat
a time when investors and economists
are scrutinising signs that the global
economic recosery from the pandemic
is showing signs of strain. Growth in
China's industrial production slowed
last month while surveys have polnted
Lo drops in sentiment among US factory
executives and consumers.

“Investars worry that the best of the
recovery . . . is behind us and are tum
Ing more cautions on thelr allocation.”
sakl Emmanuel Can, head of Enropean
exquity strategy at Barclays.
Ratallers dofy Delta paga 9
John Plender page 11

Lina Khan, whom Pacehaok had sought
to recuse from any imvobvement in the
case because of her eriticisms of the
oempany while working as anacademic,

The FTC said in the filing that Face-
bouk aiid Intigrad UMNE bimbers,
which have been redacted, are “tens of
millions™ higher than these of Snapchat,
thee next largest social media app.

“Noother personal social networking
provider in the US remotely approaches
Facebook’s scale,” tsaid.

It also argues that Facebook's domi-
namce creates a “high barrier to entry™
for rivals, citing internal company docs-
ments that acknowledge the diffioaliy
for competitors in challenging “an
Incumbent with deminant scale”,

The company said on Twitter that it
was reviewing the refiled complaint and
wooald have * more o sxysoon”.
Facebook calls avatars tooffice page &
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Briefing

» Goldman to buy Dutch group for €1.6bn
The US bank’s asset management unit isto acquire
Dutch insirer NN Group's investment management
arm forabout €£1.6bn— 1ts largest buy since David
Solomon became chicf in 2018.— PacE & LEx, PacE

= Berlin ‘Havana syndrome’ reported
TwoUSofficlals in Germany have sought medical
treatmentafter complaini g of symptoms similar to
these of se-called Havana syndrome — attacks using
radiofrequency energy.— Face

» Athens heat chiel lashes out at leaders
The official charged with protectingGreece s capital
From fires caused by rising temperatures has hitat
world beaders “criminal bk of preparedness”, amid
oneofthe area’s hottest recorded summers.— PasE 2

= Japanese PN U-turns on Epstein contact
Yoshihide Suga has had to make
a U just as hewasabout to
confirm the appolntment of an
associate of the late paedop hile
Jeffrey Epstein tolead Japan's
First digital agency.— race &

= Evergrande ordered to cut debt
Evergrande has been told to resohee its debt issues, in
aclear display of Befjing’s fears. After meetingits
executives the PEoC and an insurance regulator said
that itmnst “actively diffuse debt rlak™.— pace 8

» Ban on CFCs reduces global warming
The: benedits tothe climate of a 1957 global ban on
CFC chemdcals are greater than first believed and the
ozone layer's recovery is helping Eanth avold 2.5C of
potential warming, a study has shown.— pace s

= Baidu $1bn bond sale strongly backed
Chinas leading search engine has raisad $1bnina
heavily subscribed bomd sale on the back of strong
tite from investors — even as its shares have
been hit by Beljing’s crackdown on techs.— pass %
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Pro-government protesters in Pasthunistan Square in Kabul on Thursday, Minutes later, Taliban gunmen violently dispersed them.

Doubts Spread
About Vaccines
Made in China

By SULEE WEE
and STEVEN LEE MYERS

SINGAPORE — The ai al of
the Chinese vaccines was sup-
pased to help stop the spread of
the coronavirus in Southeast Asia.

Instead, countries across the o
gion are quickly turning else-
where to look for shots,

Residents in Thailand wvacci-
nated with one dose of China's
Sinovac are now given the Astra-
Zeneca shot three to four weeks
later: In Indonesia, officials are ad-
ministering the Moderna vaccine
as a booster 1 health care work-
ers who had received two doses of
Sinovac.

Malaysia®s health minister said
the country would stop using
Sinovac once (1 supply ran out.
Even Cambodia. one of China's
sirongest allies, has started using
AstraZeneca as a booster for its
frontline workers who had taken
the Chinese vaccines,

Few places benefited from Chi-
nas vaccine diplomacy as much
as Southeast Asia, a region of
more than 650 million that has
struggled to secure doses firom
Western drugmakers. Several of
these countries hawe recorded
some of the fastest-growing num-
ber of cases in the world, under-
seoring the desperate need for in-
oculations.

China, eager to build good will
stepped in, promising o provide
more than 255 million doses, ac-
cording to Bridge Consulting. a

Continued on Page AS

Afghan Forces on the Run, Hiding and Hunted

By MATTHEW ROSENBERG

Colummns of Afghan soldiers in
armored  vehicles and  pickup
trucks sped through the desert o
reach Iran. Military pilots flew low
and fast to the safety of Uzbeki-
stan's mountains.

Thousands of Afghan security
force members managed o make
it to other countries over the past
few weeks as the Taliban rapidly
seized the country. Others man-
aged to negotiate surrenders and
went back to their homes — and

‘Praying to Be Saved’
as Army Crumbles

some Kept their weapons and
joined the winning side

They were all part of the sudden
atomization of the national securi-
ty forces that the United States
and its allies spent tens of billions
of dollars to arm, train and stand
against the Taliban, a two-decade

effort at institution-building that
vanished in just a few days.

But tens of thousands of other
Afghan grunts, commandos and
spies who fought to the end, de-
spite the talk in Washington that
the Afghan forces simply gave up,
have been left behind. They are
now on the run, hiding and hunted
by the Taliban.

“There’s no way out”  said
Farid, an Afghan commando, a
text message Lo an American sol-
dier who fought with him. Farid,

Caontinued on Page AS

When the Flames Close In

After years covering fires

MLAX WINTTAKER FOR THE MW FOSUC TIBIS

California, a photographer experienced the event personally. Page AllL

Venom of Political and Culture

By SARAH MERVOSH
and GIULIA HEYWARD
July and August are supposed
1o be the gquietest months of the
school year, But not this time.
In Williamson County, Tenn.,
protesters  outside a  packed,

hourslong school board meeting
last week shouted, “No maore
miasks, no more masks.”

In Loudoun County, Va., a de-
bate over transgender rights
brought raucous crowds to school
board meetings this summer, cul-
minating last week with dueling
parking lot rallies. The board ap-

Battles Seeps Into School Halls

proved a policy that allows trans-
gender students to join sports
reams that match their gender
idenury and requires teachers o
use ransgender students’ pro-
founs,

And, in a particular low point for
school board-parental relations, a
woman railed against critical race

theory during a meet
Philadelphia area,
have brought division o w
the allotted time, the school board
president walked off the stage,
inue the audience, and pook the mi-
crophone away. She was escorted
from the lectern by security
Continued on Page A15

TIGHTENING GRIF,
TALIBAN SILENCE
FOES AND DISSENT

From Covering Kabul
to Needing Rescue

This article is by Michael M. Gryn-
benen, Tiffany Hsu and Koatie Rob-
ertson.

For hours, they waited on th
tarmac in the relentless heat, chil
drenand suitcases and strollers i
tow, hoping for a flight to freedom
that would not come. More than
200 Afghans from all walks of life
— cooks, gardeners, translators,
drivers, journalists — gathered on
the runway of the Kabul airport,
secking escape from a country
whose government had collapsed
with shocking speed.

When Taliban forces surged
into the crowded airport, the
group — local employees of The
Mew York Times, The wall Street
Journal and The Washington Post,
along with their relatives — hea
gunfire. They scattered, eventu-
ally returning to homes where
their safety could not be assured.

It would be several long days
until some members of the group
were able to secure passage on
Thursday out of Afghanistan — an
exfiltration that came after a
global rescue effort stretching
from American newsrooms to the
halls of the Pentagon Lo the emir’s
palace in Doha, Qatar. One Times
correspondent, a former ULS. Ma-
rine, who had been evacuated ear-
lier bur returned on a military
plane to assist Afghan col-
leagues, stayed inside the airport
to help coordinate the escape.

The group's ordeal was omne of
many that played out over the
past week in Afghanistan, where
citizens who worked side by side
with Western journalists for years

helping to inform the world
about the travails of their nation
— now fear for their safety and
that of their families under the Tal-
iban. Media outlets from around
the world have called on high-lew-
el diplomats and on-the-ground
fixers to help their workers flee a

Continued on Page AS

Arrests and Reports
of Reprisal Killings

This article is by Carlotte Gall,
Mare Santera and Richard Pérez-
Peitn,

The Taliban cracked down on
protests that erupte at least
four cities in Afghanistan on
Thursday and rounded up oppo-
nents despite promises of amnes-
1y, even as fearful workers stayed
home and thousands of people
continued a frenzied rush to leave
the country.

Even as the Taliban moved o
assert control, hundreds of pro-
testers took to the streets for a
second day to rally against their
rule, this time marching in Kabul,
the capital, as well as other cities.
Again, the Taliban met them with
force, using gunfire and beatings
to disperse crowds. And again the
actions of Taliban foot soldiers un-
dermined the leadership's sug-
gestions that, having taken power,
they would moderate the brutality
they have long been known for.

The police officers who served
the old government have melted
away, amnd instead armed Taliban
fighters are operating check-
points and directing traffic, ad-
ministering their notions of jus-
tice as they see fit, with little con-
sistency from one to another.

The Taliban were stepping up
an intensive search for people
who worked with U.S. and MATO
forces, particularly members of
the former Afghan security serv-
boes, according to witnesses and a
security assessment prepared for
the United Mations, Though the
Taliban have said there would be
no reprisals, there have been ar-
rests, property seizures and scat-

reports of reprisal killings.

Kabul's international airport re-
mained a scene of desperation, as
thousands struggled to get in and
board flights out.,

Millions of other Afghans, in-
cluding ecritical workers, particu-

Continued on Page AG

CHUCE CLOSE, 1540-2021

Painter of Portraits a Lot Larger
Than Life, and Just as Detailed

By KEN I0HNSON
and ROBIN POGREBIN

Chuck Close, who rose 1o proani-
nence in the 1970s and "S0s with
eolossal Photorealist portraits of
himself, family members and fel-
low artists, but whio late in his ca-
reer faced accusations of sexual
harassment, died on Thursday i
a hospital in Oceanside, N.Y., He
was 81

His death was confirmed by his
lawyer, John Silber: n.

At the end of the 1960s, a period
when formalist abstraction and
Pop Art dominated the contermpo-
rary scene, Mr. Close began using
an  airbrush and diluted black
paint to create highly detailed
ninefoot-tall grisaille paintings
based on mug-shot-like photo-
graphs of himself and his friends.

His first, and still one of his best
known, is a self-portrait in which
he stares impassively back at the
camera through plastic black-
rimmed glasses. He has messy,

A 2005 self-portrait by Chuck
Close, a Photorealist pioneer.

stringy hair, his face is unshawved,
and a cigarems with smoke rising
from it juts from the corner of his
mouth — a rebel with a new artis-
te cause.
This and his other paintings
Continued on Poge A6

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

WEEKEND ARTS Ci-12

i

OBITUARIES Al6-17, 20

Lensman With Eye for Surreal
Yasuhire Wakabayashi, the Japanose
American fashion photographer known
as Hirn, transformed ordinary objects
into the desirable. He was 30. PAGE AZ0

MNATIONAL A11.15

MNursing Home Vaccine Order
A new palicy from President Biden will
require all nursing home workers to be
waccinated against Covid, Facilities that
fall short could be penalized or lose
federal funding. PAGE AM

Immigrant Museum Under Fire
In Manhattan's Chinamown, protesters
rage over city funding to a museum
they say doesn’t represent their com-
munity while area shops fold.  PAGE a3

610_u4877

South Korea’s New Villain
There is growing anti-China sentiment
in South Korea, particularly among
woung voters. Conservative politicians
are eager to turn the antipathy into a
presidential election issue. PAGE A10

BUSINESS B1-6&

Start-Up Boom Intensifies

After waning for decades, applications
to start businesses surged last year If
the rebound holds, it conld foster 8 more
dynamic, productive economy.  PAGE BL

The Car Designers’ Rides
Sleek sheet metal 12 on display every
weekend at a beloved hobby shop fre-
guented by the automotive world’s
stylists in metro Detrodt.

PAGE B&

Traversing Diverse Worlds
Shahzia Sikander's art reflects adesire
o resist categories. Below, “Eye-1-ing
Those Armorial Bearings ™ PAGEC1

SPORTS BT-9

Rebranding a Franchise

It can't be known as the Washingion
Football Team forever. Or can it? There
have been weirder nickname trends in

the N.FL's history PAGE BS
OPINION A18-19
Charles M. Blow PAGE AlS
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Masks
won’t
come off
soon, say
experts

To avoid virus surges,
face mandates and
other precautions may
persist for months.

By Rowa-Gowa Law IT
AaND LUuEE MONEY

The rise of the Delta var-
iant has upended previous
optimistic projections of
herd immunity and a return
to normal life, with many
health experts belleving
mask mandates and
tougher waccine require-
ments will be needed in the
coming months to awvoid
more  Serious  coronavirus
SUrges.
While there are promis-
ing signs that California's
fourth COVID-19 surge may
be starting to flatten, the fall
and winter will bring new
challenges as people stay In-
doors more often and vac-
cine immunity begins to
wane.

The rapid spread of Delta
among the unvaccinated —
and the still relatively small
number of “breakthrough”
cases among the vaccinated
— shows that significant in-
creases in inoculations will
help stop the spread. Infact,
afficials are now preparing
to provide booster shots to
those who already got their
first series of vaccinations,
saying the extra dose is
needed to keep people pro-
tected.

Still, “the vaccines them-
selves are not going to likely
be sufficient. And during
times of increased transmis-
sion, we'll need other tools
available to protect all of us
— and particularly those
who. at this time. can't be
wvaccinated, like our chil-
dren,” UC San Francisco ep-
idemiologist Dr. Kirsten
Bibbins-Domingo said.

California is in a better
position than other states

[See Delta, AlZ]

County passes
25,000 deaths

L.A. region marks anoth-
er milestone amid a
surge in the COVID-19
pandemic. CALIFORNIA, Bi
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Fhotogranhs by MARCUS TasM Lo Angeles Times
AFGHANS march down a street carrying banners and their national flag in defiance of the Taliban in Kabul.
Anger grew against the militants group even as it touted what it said was the rout of the United States.

Surreal brush with militants

Journalists are roughed up, then offered an energy drink

BY MARCUS YAl

KABUL, Afghanistan —
When I headed out to worlk,
it had been five days since
the Taliban took over Kabul,
And it was Independence
Day, a national holiday,
when Afghans celebrate
their country’s independ-
ence from Britain in 1818, T
wanted to capture the mood
of the city.

I'went first to an event
for Ashura, a religious ritual
at which devout Shilte
Muslims beat themselves
with chains to display pen-
ance and mourning. I didn’™t
spend more time there than
necessary, because Shiite
MMuslim events have often
‘been atarget of deadly
attacks in Afghanistan. By
the time I left, I had drops of
blood spattered on my
shalwar kameez, the tradi-
tional bagey tunic and
trousers, as well as my cam-
era, hands, glasses and face.

Aslstepped outside, T
saw a procession of about
200 men, some on mobor-
cycles orbicycles, some
walking, carryving Afghan
flags. They chanted, “God

[See Encounter, A4]

A RALLY in Kabul by Afghans waving the national flag, above, turned to a melee
with the arrival of Taliban fighters, whe attacked a Times correspondent.

What went wrong for U.S.7
Despite its military might and expor-
tise, the United States underestimated
the Taliban in its takeover. WORLD, A3

her.

A stake in Biden’s policy
Kamala Harris" ownership claim vo the
Afghanistan pullout carries risks for
PERSPECTIVES, AZ

mmes

latimes.com

Afghans
keep up
protests
against
Taliban

Militants assert their
control, bearing those
hoisting flags to mark
independence day.

By Marcus Yan
AND TRAacY WILEINSON

EABUL. Afghanistan —
Anti-Taliban protesters de-
fied their new rulers for a
second day Thursday, mark-
ing Afghanistan's independ-
ence day by attempting to
hoist the red, green and
black national banner but
often getting beaten down
by militant fighters who con-
trol the streets of the capital
and elsewhere.

The Jarring, wviolent
scenes marked the latest un-
rest as the Taliban sought to
gain a filrmer grip on anation
that has changed much
since it first ruled two dec-
ades ago. That was proving
increasingly difficult, ewven
as the militant group sought
to compare Afghanistan’s
independence from Britain
in 1919 to the insurgents’
swift takeowver of the country
this week from the Ameri-
can-backed government.

The Taliban saild in a
statement that i Jihadi re-
sistance forced another ar-
rogant power of the world,
the United States, to fail and
retreat from our holy terri-
tory of Afghanistan.

But anger against the
group was rising, and gowv-
erming was proving perilous.

Meanwhile, the interna-
tional airport in Kabul again
saw another gridlock crush
of Afghans and others des-
perate to flee the country, In
Washington., the Pentagon
said that since July it had
Nown 12,000 people out ofthe
airport in the capital. includ-
ing American diplomats,
Afghans ellgible for special
visas because of their work
on behalf ofthe 7.8, military
and diplomatic missions,
and others.

Omnly about 2,000 were
airlifted out of Kabul in a
dozen military flights in the
last 24 hours, State Depart-
ment spokesman Ned Price
said in a Thursday briefing.

[See Afghans, Ad4]

Actor’s lawsuit is a game changer

Scarlett Johansson's
fight with Disney
reveals fissures in the
shift to streaming.

By RyaN FAUGHNDER
AND ANOUSHA SAKOUL

MNatasha Romanoff —
ak.a. Black Widow, the Mar-
vel superspy portraved by
Scarlett. Johansson — may
have met her end in 20018
“Avengers: Endgame.”

Bul Johansson's lawsuit
against Walt Disney Co.
could have an immortal leg-
acy in Hollywood for the way
it highlights a growing fight
between studios and talent.

Johansson's batile with
the Burbank entertalnment
giant — in which she argues
she was cheated out of pay
by Disney’'s decision to sell
the movie on Disney+ while
itwasintheaters —isthe lat-
est and most high-profile
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“BLACHK Widow's” Scarlett Johansson says she lost
pay in its hybrid release. Disney disputes the claims.

example of a debate that's
been boiling under the sur-
face in the entertainment in-
dustry. Disney says her case
has no merit.

The bigger question fac-
ing studios, streaming serv-
ices and talent agencies:
How should stars and film-
makers be paid for movies
and TV shows now that the
business model is shifting
guickly from one based on
box office and television rat-
ings to one reliant on online
subscriptions? Such issues
could fuel contentious con-
tract negotiations in 2023
with Hollywood's  major
unions.

“The battles being waged
by stars and participants
over ‘Black Widow' and
HBO Max are in many re-
spects just the tip of the lce-
berg,” Russell Hollander, Di-
rectors Guild of America na-
tional executive directorand

At debate, GOP
foes hit Newsom
Three Republican recall
challengers go after the
governor instead of
front-runner Lar

Elder. CALIFORNIA, Bi

Ex-cops eharged
over swast:

The two are accus:ed of
vandalizing car while on
duty in Torrance. Cases
they handled are under
review. CALIFORMIA, Bi

Hurricane slams
Mexican coast
Grace damages homes
and knocks out power to
thousands as it crosses
the Yucatan Peninsula.

i woRLD, A3

chiel negotiator, said in a
statement.

| Sec Streaming, A9]
Weather

Patchy fog, then sun.
L.A. Basin: V8/65. B6&
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Bauer’s accuser
loses her bid for
restraining order

Daodgers pitcher did
not cross boundaries
in interactions with
woman, judge rules.

By STEVE HENSON
AND ETHAN SEARS

After four days of emo-
tional testimony, a Los An-
geles Superior Court judge
denied a reguest for a re-
straining order against Dod-
gers pitcher Trevor Bauerby
awoman who accused him of
sexual assault.

Judge anna  Gould-
Saltman said there was a
distinction between what
the accuser thought was
permissible in their two inti-
mate encounters and what
she communicated to Bauer.

“When she set bounda-
ries,  [Hauer] respected
them.” the judge told the
courtroom following closing
arguments.

While ruling that Bauer
and his accuser did have a
“dating relationship” under
the law — a condition foris-

suing a restraining order —
the judge said she did not
consider Bauer a threat to
the womarn.

With Bauer standing si-
lently by her side, attorney
Shawn Holley made a brief
statement to reporters out-
side the courthouse after the
ruling, which also lifted an
existing temporary restrain-
ing order. Neither Holley nor
Bauer took guestions.

“We are grateful to the
Los Angeles Superior Court
for denying the request fora
permanent restraining or-
der and dissolving the tem-
porary restraining order
against Mr. Bauer todson™
Huaolley said. “While we have
expected this outcome since
the petition was filed in
June, we appreciate the
court reviewing all relevant
information and testimony
to make this informed deci-
slon.*

Grould-Saltrman ruled
that Bauer, in his conduct
with his accuser, “did not co-
erce her or threaten her into
sexual activity.” She said tes-
timony established that the

[Sec Bauer, AT]

How a loophole can lead to insurer fees for ‘free” coronavirus tests. A8
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Democracy Dies in Darkness
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Bomb

standoff
puts Hill
at a halt

Man i y
threats, anti-Biden
tirade; no device found

BY LIZZIE JOHNSON,
MEAGAN FLYNN,
ANTONLO OLIVO

AND PETER JAMISON

For the third time in ecight
months, Washington was brought
to a standstill Thursday as the
seal of the U.S. government came
under the threat of viclence, this
time from a man who parked a
truck near the Capitol, demanded
to speak with President Biden
about a range of grievances and
threatened to destroy two blocks
of the nations capital with an
explosive device.

Congressional office buildings
and pearby homes were evacuat-
ed as authorities negotiated w
the man, identified by law en-
forcement as Floyd Ray Roseber-
ry, 49, of North Carolina. Roseber-
ry surrendered to authorities af-
ter about five hours and will face
criminal charges, LS. Capitol Po-
liee Chief J. Thomas Manger suill.
No bomb was found in
although officials said they md
discover materials that could be
used to make explosiy

Before he was taken into cus-
tody, Roseberry delivered a tirade
over a Facebook live wvideo in
which he assailed Biden and other
Democrats, called for a revolt
against the federal government
and claimed there were ather
“patriots™ waiting in vehicles else-
where in D.C.

“The revolution is on, it’s here,
its today” he said in his live
streant. “Americs needs a voice.
TPl grive it to them.”

Roseberry voiced disgust with
Biden's Afghanistan policy and
called on Democratic senators to
step down, saying they were “kill-
ing America.”

Thevideocircnlated widely om-
line before social media compa-
nies began to remove it. An 81-sec-
ond excerpt of the live stream was
viewed more than 400,000 tmes
on Twitter before the company
started cracking down on posts
that contained it.

SEE CAPITOL ON AT

Chaos at airport plagues evacuation effort

carry the fNag

at a Kabul rally, a show of deflance on the day marking Afghanistan’s 1919 independence from

Eritain. The Tallban marked the anniversary by gloating over having “forced another arrogant power” — the United States — to retreat.

Biden”
Lhe

BY JEFF STEIN
anp Joux Hupson

Afghanistan’s economy faces
calamity in the aftermath of the
Taliban capture of Kahul, with
the United States freczing the
country’s financial reserves, resi-
dents unable to withdraw their
money from bank accounts and
billions of dollars of internation-
al aid put on hold.

The dangerous economic cli-
mate poses a major dilemma for
the Biden ado istration as it
tries to main leverage over
the Taliban without exacerbat-
ing the severe sconomic condi-
tions that threaten to immiser-
ate millions of Afghan citizens.
Biden administration officials
are monitoring the situation
closely and have said they w
resuwme the flow of humanitari
aid, but they have not signaled

quandary: How lo slarve
aliban bul spare the populace

how they plan to proceed.

Senior officialzs in Afghani-
stan’s toppled government have
warned in recent days that parts
of the nation’s economy are on
the brink of devastation, given
the country’s high dependence
on international funding. Acting
central bank governor Ajmal Ah-
mady, who recently fled the
country, =swid in an interview that
the mations economy faces se-
wvere strains as foreign capital
and aid are choked off.

Similarly, Wahid Majrooh, the
acting minister of public health
in Afghanistan, told The Wash-
ington Post that he is “desply,
deeply concerned” about euts in
international aid and funding for
Afghanistans national health-
care system. Majrooh said in an
interview that he is already fac-
ing shortages of critical medical

SEE MONEY ON AL$

Orders lor

rapid U.

mililary exil

pul pressure on Afghan forces

BY GREG JAFFE
AND Dan LAMOTHE

From the moment President
Biden decided to end the war in
Afghanistan, he made it clear o
the Pentagon that his top priori-
ty was 1o keep TS, faralities to a
minimum, & decision that neces-
sitated a speedy withdrawal,
suid senior ULS. officials.

On those terms, the mission
has so far been a success. There
have been zero LS. civilian or
military deaths. But the focus on
the safety of 115, service mem-
bers made other war goals, such
as the long-term survival of the
A forces and the evacua-
tion of Afghan interpreters, low-
er priorities and helped precipi-
tate some of the current prof-
lems the United States faces in
Afghanistan.

Earlier this summer, senior

State Department officials ex-
pressed surprise at the speed of
Gen.  Austin “Scott”™ Miller's
withdrawal of his forces and
headguarters from Afghanistan.
Miller was directed to panse very
briefly in July before the imter-
agency consensus shifted again
and the withdrawal continued,
said military and administration
officials who, like others, spoke
on the condition of anonymity to
discuss sensitive planning.

“Miller's view was let's get out
of here as fast as we can.” said a
senior administration  official.
“We're at high risk [for LS.
casnalties], and every day extra
were there increases the risk.
We're on borrowed time.”

“We didn't think it was going
o be that fast,” the administra-
tion official said.

A defense official acknowl-

SEE PENTAGON ON A1z

AFGHANS FIND 1.S.
GUIDANCE CONFUSING

Reports of Taliban
attacks, abuses mount

BY ExzaTuLian MEHRDAD,
Dar LAMOTHE
AND Kareeym FaHis

KABUL — A chaotic and danger-
ous dynamic at Kabuls airpart
showed few signs of relenting
Thursday as thousands of people
attempting to board flights faced
heatings by Taliban guarnds, the
crush of heaving crowds and
interminable spells in the dust
and heat while waiting to escape
Afghanista

The daily mayhem at the air-
port — a fixture since the Taliban
takeover Sunday — has stoked
criticism that the Biden adminis-
tration was slow to try to get
Americans and their allies out,
while underscoring fears about
how the militants will rule the
COUntry.

Several people said Thursday
they had received confusing sig-
nals from the United States
about how exactly they were
supposed to leave, citing emails
from the State Department wrg-
ing them to go the airport, only
to find there was no one to
receive them or to answer their
questions on how  to bhoard
flights.

“We arrived at 6 am.,” said a
Z0-year-old librarian, a dual
US-Afghan citizen, who came
with his wifie and tao children
after receiving an eom o ita-
tion from the State Department.
“From 6 a.an. until 6 pon, the
gate did not open, and there is no
person to address our concerns.”

At one point as he waited, the
man, who, like others, spoke on
the condition of anonymity he-
cause he feared retribution, said
he was whipped by a Taliban
fighter.

The chaos at the airport came
ns Afghuns marked their tradi-
tional independence day, with
small but determined groups of
demonstrators waving the coun-
try's red, black and green nation-
al flag as they marched through
Kabul. Such protestz have
emerged as an early challenge to

SEE AIRPORT ON AlZ

GOP rifts: Party is at odds aver how
to handle Afghan refugees. A13

Afghan reporters: Under Taliban,
they feal both fear and duty. C1

BY STEPHANIE MCCRUMMEN

CENTREVILLE, ALA. — Uases were
spiking again. Hospitals were fill-
ing up again. The latest wave of
coronavirus pandemic was
raging across Alabama, and in-
side a rural clinic in one of the
state's least-vaccinated counties,
a doctor scanned a chart for her
first case of the day: 84 years old,
A routine exam. Unvaccinated.
“Mr. Potts” Lacy Smith said,
greeting a man in dark slacks and
a marpoon T-shirt leaning on a
cane. “How ve yvou been feeling?™
Even at the most urgemt of
moments, it was the most ordi-
nary of questions because of what
the doctor understood: that if
Alabama had any chance of turn-
img things around at this point, it
was no longer a matter of what Dr.
Fauci sald on CNN, or what some

the

‘m begging you. . . .

limale conversalior

As covid-19 surges in unvaccinated Alabama,
s belween doclors and

patients have taken on a new urgency

MICHAEL 5. WILLIAMSONY THE WAS HINGTON PDST

‘Barry Walker thanks John Walts after the physiclan
vaecinated him 1o his car In Linden, Ala., In March.

Take Lhal shol.

celebrity posted on Twitter but
rather what was about to happen
now, a delicate conversation be-
tween a doctor and a patient, the
vaccines in a cooler down the hall
just in case. Between Smith and
two eolleagues, there were 10 un-
vaccinated people on the sched-
ule this day, and the first was
Potts

“0Oh, prety good, eonsidering
my age and the heat” he replied as
the doctor reminded herself to be
patient, because the question
wasn't whether to bring up the
wvaccine, only how.

She asked about his garden.
They discnssed his vitals.

“S0." she finally said. “What are
wour current thoughts about the
covid vaccine™

“People getting
arcn’t they?” he said.

SEE CONVERSATIONS ON AG

prety sick,

F1'C says Facebook has

no real rivals in new filing

BY CAT ZAKRIEWSKL

“The Federal Trade Commission
on Thursday refiled a bolstered
version of its antitrust case
against Facebook in a last-ditch
effort to save what has been
deseribed as its most important
competition lawsuit in decades.
ing to overcome a judge's
stunning dismissal of its original
lawvsuit because the FIC had not
presented ample evidence that
Facebook is a monopoly, the FTC
argues in its new filing that
Facebook is in a class of its own
and should not he compared to
popular apps such as TikTok,
Twitter and Pinterest, which at-
tract a public-facing audience.
The complaint argues that Snap-
chat, with tens of millions fewer

monthly users than either Face-
book or Instagram, is the compa-
ny’s next-closest competitor.
“Without meaningful comjpeti-
tion, Facebook has been able to
provide lower levels of service
quality on privacy and data pro-
tection than it would have to
provide in a competitive market,”
the FTC said in the complaint.
Facebook spokesman Christo-
pher Sgro said in a statement that
it was “unfortunate” the FTC
decided to proceed with the case.
“There was no valid claim that
Facebook was a monopolist —
and that has not changed” he
said. “We fight o win people’s
SEE FACEROOK ON AlG

Misinformation battle: Facebook
tightens grip on its. data. ALS
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Florida condo collapse A visual examination
of how a pool deck thal failed could have
caused the disaster that killed 98 people. A
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Texas can ban the abor-
procedure most
eommanly used in
seoond-trimester preg-
nancies, a federal ap-
peals court ruled. AS

A Judge has blocked the
Biden administration
from limiting immigra-
tion arrests in the U5,
interior, striking an-
ather blow to efforts to
curtail deportations. A4
At least two people
were killed aller Tropi-
wal Storm Fred swept
through western North
Carolina, bringing heavy
rain that cansed severe
Aonding. As
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THE ECONOMY
The latest cyberattack
on T-Mahile didn’t dis
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stead used another com-
mon tactie: stealing cus-
tomer data to sell. A15

is reportedly
poksed to laumpch scaled
duwn departiment stones
— with a focus on ap-
sebron ies and
wold goods, Az

THE REGION
A 14-year-old boy fired
i “ghost gun” at an oat-

door basketball court,
Eilling a man and injor-
ing thiree teenagers, |
thorities in Montgom-
ery County alleged. B1
A D.C. charter school
freshman was Fatally
stabbed during a fight
after chusses were dis-
missed, according to a
pollee devective wle
spoke to the suspect. B

OBITUARIES
Chuck Close, whose
large-senle, pixed
portraits made him one
of the past half-century’s
mikost remowned artists,
was 81. Bf
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Burgers to savor
Six D.C-area eatenes
offer tasty creations. with
an environmental nod.
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Pequenas Victorias, RIVER: DUDAS Y UNTRIBUNAL
. OBLIGACIONES PARA ROSARINOQUEDO
tres madres con un LA REFUNDACION AN .

objetivo en comun

La tira con Julieta Diaz, Mariana Genesioy
Natalie Pérez, que cambid los paradigmas de
la ficcionen TV, se estrena hoy en Amazon

deportes

Mientras Gallardo busca su primer
torneo local, analizard presupuestos
y proyectos para definira fin de afio si

Prime Video. Espectdculos

contintaen el club. Pagina 4

seguridad

Hoy empieza el juiciooral contra el lider de
la banda Los Monos, Ariel “Guille” Cantero,
acusado de atentar contra jueces; ayer fue
atacada a tiros la sede del debate. Pagina 26

LA NACION

VIERNES 20 DE AGOSTODE 2021 | LANACION.COM.AR

Olivos: la Justiciaavanzay
puede complicar a Fernandez

escAnpaLo. El fiscal quiere saber silos invitados al cumpleanos de la primera dama tenian
permiso para circular; la Casa Militar debe enviar datos sobre los ingresos a la residencia

Mientrasel Gobiernointenta cerrar
el escindalo, Ia Justicia dio un nue-
vo paso en la investigacion por el
festejodecumpleanosdela primera
dama, Fabiola Yafiez, que se celebrd
en la quinta presidencial de Olivos
en plena cuarentena, en 2020,
Elfiscal federal Ramiro Gonzalez,
a cargo de la pesquisa, pidio al Go-
bierno informacidn para determi-

nar si Yafiez y sus invitados tenian
permiso de circulacidn.

En este expediente, el fiscal deta-
1l que la Casa Militar atin no envid

un escenario judicial complicado
para poder atravesar el procesosin
consecuencias, pese a que se trata
de un delito menor. Una de las asis-

EL ESCENARIO

Una crisis que

La presion
fiscal frena
el crédito,
advierten
los bancos

COSTO. S una empresa toma un
crédito con una tasa de interés del
40% anual, el costo weal que paga-
rdesdel 52%. Paralos particulares,
esecostollegaal 57%. Loqueenca-
receel préstamoson losimpuestos,
y eso frena el desarrollo del mer-
cado, advirtieron las dos mayores
cdmaras de bancosen un informe
encargadoal leral. Pagina 18

Llegé la nieve e ilusiona
a los centros de esqui

la informacidn sobre los ingresosy  tentes al cumpleafios, Stefania Do- acelera flempOS

egresos de la residencia presiden- minguez, tomo distanciadelaestra-

cial del dia de los festejos, de los  regiajudicial oficial y contratdcomo

que participd el presidente Alber-  abogado a Mauricio DXAlessandro, Claudio Jacquelin

to Ferndndez. La acumulacion de  quien ayer asegurd que hubo unas Paginal2

pruebas enfrenta al Presidentecon 30 fotos™ del festejo. Pagina 10
sociedad— BARILOCHE.— Se hizo desear, pero finalmente llegd. La gran nevada que los centros de
esqui esperaban desde hacia més de un mes cayd esta semana y la postal cambid rotundamente.

Ayer, en el cerro Catedral, los esquiadores disfrutaban de las pistas a pura sonrisa. Pagina 25

MARCELD MARTINEZ

Los talibanes
lanzan una
“caceria de
disidentes”

AFGANISTAN. KABUL (DPA)~
Enuna“caceriadedisidentes”, los
talibanes comenzaronayer aaco-
rralar a afganos que trabajaron
con el anterior gobierno o con
las fuerzas de Estados Unidos,
seglin un informe de inteligen-
cia occidental. Pagina 2

Gamma, la
variante que
mas contagio
covip-19, Asilo revela un

estudio en el pais sobre
3632 muestras, piginazz
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Total da populagao
vacinada

ao menog

tatalments
wma dose =

vacinada

Brasit 58,7 % 25,2 %
M5 68,5% 39.5%
5P T2A% 31.2%
RS B4 3% 31.2%

Totalmente vacinada
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da pandemia ... Gbitos
Total 20,5mi  572,7 mil
MEd. mével 29,5 mil 821
Wariagio®** 79% -6,9%
Em 24 h 358 mil 1.0320
Dados das 206 de 19.ago | * Tomou dese
dnica ou ¥ dosa | ** Tomou dose dnica

ou 2 dose | ***Em relacioa 14 dias

Para cientistas,
delta inviabiliza
imunidade coletiva

A variante delca, duas ve
Zes mais contagiosa que o
Sars-Cov-2 original, enter-
FOU S0 MEenos por Srnguan-
to as chances da chamada
imunidade de rebanho,
afirmam especialistas de
universidades europeias.
Para eles, avacinagio con-
tinua sendo fundamental
Contra O virus, Sadde g1

SP pagara bolsa para

manter alunos na escola
Jodao Doria (PSDB) vai cus-
tear bolsa de estudos de
R$ 1.000 a0 ano para alu-
nos do ensino médio mais
vulneriveis, na tentativa
cdemanté-los naescola. B3

Apés impasse,
Masp revela seu
plano de expansio
Depois de anos sem defi-
nigio, um tinel subterra-
neosobaavenida Paulista
em Sao Paulo unira o edi-
ficio-sede do Masp ao pré-
dio da sua expansao.

O antigo Dumont-Adams
se tornard Pietro Maria
Bardi, ligado ao edificio
Lina Bo, sede do museu,
pela passagem. ilustrada c4

Afegios no
Brasil buscam
salvar parentes

a distancia
Mundo AL

Bispo renuncia apos
video intimo vazar

O pedido da remincia de
dom Tomé Ferreira da Sil-
wva, de Sao José do Ric Pre-
to {5F), foi aceito pelo pa-
pa Francisco. Ele aparece
nu tocando o préprio Or
gao genital. A CNBB nio
COMENTOUL Cotidiano B4

EDITORIAIS A2

Caem as mdscaras

Sobre afirmacdes de sub-
procuradora e ministro.

Acolher afegdos
Em defesa de facilitar as
concessoes de refiigio.

610_u4877

A crise inflada pelo presiden-
te Jair Bolsonaroao confron

tar as instituigbes e o risco
de descontrole fiscal preocu-
pam investidores e jaafetam
osindices financeiros. O Ibo-
vespa inverteu a trajetdriae
caiu 3,3% na semana; os ju-
ros futuros voltaram ao nivel
de 2018; o dolar foia R$ 5,42.

SEXTA-FEIRA, 20 DE AGOSTO DE 2021

Crise e gastos preocupam
investidor e afetam mercados

Ddlar e juros sobem, e analistas dizem que 'rei agora esta nu' para quem apostou em agenda liberal

Para o ex-diretor do Banco
Central Alexandre Schwarts
man, o mercado ignorou ris-
cos domésticos por surfar
na liguidez mundial. Ago-
ra, com a retomada de Chi-
na e EUA aguém do espera-
do, o cendrio externo deixa
de oferecer alivio, e a inse-
guranca local fica exposta.

Sergio Vale, da MB Asso-
ciados, acrescenta que nao
hi mais expectativa de que
a atual gestio entregue algo
de relevante. “Com Bolsona-
ro criando crises, trazendo
riscos fiscais crescentes e
com a falta de equilibrio na
politica, o mercado gradati-
vamente vai abandona-lo”

“Edificil falar do mercado
como entidade de opinido
nica, mas antes havia mais
unanimidade [sobre Bolso-
naro], e isso nao existe ago-
ra’; afirma a economista Zei-
na Latif Dois pontos de frus-
tragio sfo a proposta de adi-
aro pagamento dos precatd-
rios e 0 aumento de gastos.

'
&

Omar Haidari via Aewters

TALIBA CELEBRA VITORIA SOBRE EUA, AMPLIA REPRESSAO E DEIXA MORTOS

Homem entrega bebé para militares americanos nos arredores do aeroporto em Cabul, para que ele pudesse sair do pais;
grupo fundamentalista enfrentou ontem manifestantes que foram as ruas para celebrar o Dia da Independéncia mundo a0

Cotidiano B5
Trajetdria no
mercado de sexo
norteia livro sobre
Elize Matsunaga

B6 e B7

O mais jovem na Lua

Pessoa mais nova a ter pisado em solo lunar, o ex-astro-
nauta americano Charles Duke, 85, diz 4 Folha estar ansi-
0so para passar ainda em vida o titulo a outro tripulante.

BS
Brasileira com mais
medalhas, judoca
Mayra Aguiar celebra
apoio que recebeu

Zanane Fratssat/Folhapress

CIRCOS VOLTAM A FUNCIONAR EM SAO PAULO E TENTAM ATRAIR PUBLICO

De mascara, palhago Bambine recepciona pessoas no circo Moscou, no bairro de Itaquera, na capital paulista; picadeiros, que
seguem regras do plano de quarentena estadual que afrouxou restricdes, agora podem ter lotagio méaxima de Nnovo Guiacs

Os economistas ressalvarm
que a desconfianca é um re
trato de momento. "0 rei es-
ta nu”, diz André Perfeito, da
Necton, “mas ele pode voltar
458 VesHr” MercadoAl3

95 milhdes tinham contas
da familia atrasadas ja
antes de pandemia ais

Bruno Boghossian
Cendrio reduz
chance de reelei¢do

A lentidao da retomada
econdmicaadiao inicioda
recuperacaodos indices de
popularidade de Bolsona-
ro e reduz a janela da ree-
leigao, O aumento do cus-
to de vida e o desemprego
continuam a corroé-los, e
€ incerta a eficdcia das fer
ramentas que o presiden-
e tem em maos. opiniio Az

Pacheco inicia
tramite para
indicar Aras e
Mendonga

Congressistas e membros
do governo e do Judiciario
costuram meios para rela-
xar o clima entre os Pode-
res e abrir o didlogo entre
Jair Bolsonaro e o STE.

Na quarta, o presidente
do Senado, Rodrigo Pache-
co, pedliu que Luiz Fux cha-
me os chefes dos Poderes
para didlogo. Mas o STF re-
siste e espera intencio de
Bolsonaro de melhora na
relacac. Poder Ad e AS

PGR e AGU se alinham
na defesa de atos do
presidente, diz estudo ae

Bolsonaro entra
com ag¢ao no STF
contra inquérito

sem aval do MP
Poder AS
CPI quebra sigilo

de Barros, Wassef
e influenciadores

CPIda Covid aprovou que-
bra de sigilo fiscal de Ricar
do Barros (PP-PR), lider do
governo na Cimara, Fre-
derick Wassef, advogado
que atua para o presiden-
te, e blogueiros bolsonaris-
tas. Requerimentos foram
aprovados antes de fala do
dono da Precisa. poderar
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Hugo Velazquez y Miguel Cuevas intentaron sacar rédito politico de la situacion

Tras perjuicios economicos
fleteros levantaron su paro

El precio del flete tendra un incremento del 30 por ciento tras acuerdo alcanzado en la
mesa tecnica. Tras la firma retiraron camiones de los piquetes donde estaban instalados.

PAGINAS 6. LA y I8

Es fuente confiable de informacion
61% de los paraguayos
lee diario impreso por lo
menos 1 vez por semana

FALMA 1N

Hay que seguir usando tapabocas
Protestas porque de

nuevo estan faltando
vacunas contra Covid

PAGINAS 2y 4
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HISTOIRE !
LES MUSEES FONT LA CHASSE

AUX CLICHES SUR LES GAULOIS
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L ETE
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CHIRAC pace20
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ET HELENA
RUBINSTEIN
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IMMIGRATION
La droite veut
un référendum sac

PANAMA

Le pays fait face a
une nouvelle vague
migratoire sace

SANTE

Didier Raoult
poussé la retraite

CHAMPS
[LIBRES

» Le bloc-notes
d'Ivan Rioufol

» La tribune
d'Alain Madelin

Reéponses a la question
de jeudi:

La France a-t-elle

eu raison dimposer

le passe sanitaire pour
favoriser la vaccination 7

NOMN OuIl
36% 64 %

TOTAL DE VOTANTS : 265301

Votez aujourd hui
sur lefigar
Pensez-vous gque
la multiplication

s s cendies de foréts
== est lide au réchauffement

M 00108 -e20-F: 300 €
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climatique?

DEAN TREML/RED BULL VI& GETTY
Wl 1A, TRICK AMDRES

Saf LhAE EWS AGENCY/ WA
REUTERS

Pourquoi la Terre brile

ie et maintenant la France... Les feux de foréts se sont multipli
cet été dans le monde. Des catastrophes que le réchauffement climatique risque

ace, Californie

de rendre plus fréquentes. paces2 servenmorac

La France commence
a toucher les milliards
du plan de relance européen

Afghanistan : premiers
mouvements de contestation
contre les talibans

Bruxelles vient dadresser un
premicr chiéque de 5.1 mil
liards d'euros a Paris sur les
394 milliards prévus d'icl 4
2023, Cette manne provient du
plan de relance de 750 mil

liards décidé I'an dernier par
les Etats membres. Financé par
des emprunts de la Commis-
slon européenne, il est desting
a soutenir les plans d'investis

sement nationaux. PAGEZ2

A Djalalabad, Assadabad et
surtout & Kaboul, des Afghans
ont manifesté jeudi en brandis-
sant le drapeau national com

me un signe d'opposition aux
talibans. Dans la capitale, une

banderale noir, rouge, vert de
plusicurs centaines de meétres a
deéfilé au milieu de la circula-
thon. Les nouveaux maitres du
pays ont réagi seéverement,
parfois par des tirs, PAGES

E EDITDR].AL par Yves Thréard ythreard@lefigarafr
Soldats du feu et de 'humanité

artout, la Terre brile et I'inguié
tude grandit. L'été est meurtrier
sur le pourtour mediterrangen,
Comme en Gréce, en Turquie ou
en Algérie, les ravages provo-
qués par les incendies continuent dans le
massifl des Maures, en France. La Califor
nie, la Sibérie, la Bolivie et dautres régions
du monde sont aus a proie des flammes.
Quand un geste criminel n'est a lori-
gine du drame, le déréglement climatique
est montré du doigt. Les départs de feu
sant, bien sar, favorisés par 'augmenta
tion des températures, Mais, quelle que
sait la cause, e sont toujours les pompiers
qui montent en premigre ligne.
lls sont plus de 250 000 en France, a
80 % des volontaires, aux cotés de quel
que 40 000 professionnels et 12 000 mili
taires. Ces hommes et ces femmes - de
plus en plus nombreuses - sont 1'incarna
tion de 'engagement et du dévouement
dans ce que ces deux notlons, si souvent
oubli¢es en celle époque lourmenlée, onl
de plus noble. Symboles de la fraternité
nationale, ils exposent leur vie pour sau-
ver celle des autres.

La lutte contre le feu ou les inondations,
dont la [régquence s"accentue sous I'in
fluence du désordre climatique, constitue
leur mission originelle avec le secours aux
personnes. Pourtant, celle-ci est loin
d'étre majoritaire en nombre aujourd hul.
Les pompiers sont de plus en plus appelés &
I"aide pour un oui ou pour un non, souvent
de trés mauvai-

Les pOlTlpiEl'S ses raisons,

quang ils ne sont
sont en . as attirés dans
premiere ligne

des guets-apens
ou pris pour ci-
bles par des bandes de quartier, Ils restent
corveéables & merci en toutes circonstan
ces, ainsi que la crise sanitaire vient de le
montrer.
Malheureusement, la reconnaissance n'est
pas toujours au rendez-vous pour ces sol
dats du feu devenus également, de nos
jours, les soldats an quotidien de "huma-
nité. Leur combat contre les incendies qui
détruisent Marriere-payvs lropézien, son
patrimoine naturel et animal, est 'ocea
sion de souligner la grandeur de leur sacri-
fice au service de la collectivite. B

AND 120 E - BEL - B - CH: 420 FS - EAN:SPOSE -0 060 € - A - LE0 € - ESP: L300 - Canarien: L3008 - GB: 200 F - 60 : 1,80 € - DOM: 120 € - ITA: 130 &

LLOC: B - WL ¢ 24006 - PORT.COMT= 130 o€ - MAR : 20 0W — TUM : 4,40 07 - ZOME OFA =2 400 OF A,

IS e s

EroaceTopper

ans

Maison farmiliale & Paris depuis 1926
Offres

ANNI
VERSAI
RE

Matelas 140
Souverain
par Dunlopillo

100% latex
Epaisseur 27 cm
Fabrication

i 200F

CANAPES, LITERIE
MOEILIER :

3000 M2 D'ENVIES !
Toutes nos adresses sur

Literie Paris 15 - 7/7

56 rue de la Corvention, 014059 02 10
M Boucicaut, parking gratust

Literie Paris 12 « 7.7

56-60 cours de Vincennes, 0143 4180 93
I Porte de Vinoennes ou Nation

www lopperfr

AT AMERICA NEW!




Raab ‘refused
to take calls’
during fall of
Afghanistan

Aubrey Allegretti
Peter Walker
Jessica Elgot

Dominic Raab is under increasing
pressure to resign, including from
some MFs in his own party, amid
claims he in effect disappeared for
more than a week while on holiday
during Afghanistan’s collapse, del-
egating almost all duties to juniors,

With Raab’s department not deny-
ing that he asked another minister
to make a call on Friday to assist the
evacuation of former translators for
the British military, Labour, the Lib-
eral Democrats and SNF demanded
Boris Johnson sack his foreign sec-
retary if he does not decide to quit.

Some Conservative MPs said pri-
vately that they agreed, with one
telling the Guardian that Raab's posi-
tion was now “untenable”.

The foreign secretary is becoming
afocal point for wider political anger
over the humiliating retreat from the
Taliban following 20 years of military
invelvement and 457 UK deaths, with
concerns about his department’s
seeming lack of foresight exacerbated
b his apparently semi-detached role,

A Whitehall source confirmed a
Daily Mail report that while on hol-
iday in Crete on Friday, a week after
his arrival, Foreign Office officials
advised Raabtospeak by phonetohis
Afghan counterpart, Haneef Atmar,
torequest assistance on the remowval
of translators who had worked with
the British military.

They were told Raab was not
available and that a junior minister,
Zac Goldsmith, a Tory peer, should
make the call instead, Because Lord
Goldsmith was not Atmar’s direct
equivalent, there was adelay of aday.
The paper has now reported that the
call never took place, adding to the
pressure on the foreign secretary,

The source told the Guardian that
Raab “refused to be contacted on
basically anything” for more than
a week, and instead directed that
“everything had to goto Goldsmith”.
Theyadded that Raab’steam had told
civil servants “there was an incredi-
bly high bar to getting him to look at
anything while on holiday”.

A separate diplomaticsource also
said there had been increasing frus
tration at alack of support from Raab

in the weeks before the fall oe
of Kabul. They said Raab

British embassy guards
‘ineligible for UK help’

Exclusive
Amelia Gentleman

More than 100 guards at the British
embassy in Kabul have been told they
are not eligible for UK government
protection because they were hired
through an outsourced contractor,

610_u4877

the Guardian has learned, Most of
the 125-strong team of security per-
sonnel, emploved by GardaWorld,
hawvebeen given informal notice that
they nolonger have jobs guarding the
embassy, several said.

The guards, some of whom had

worked for the embassy oe
for more than a decade,
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A Dominic Raab heads to No 10 yesterday. He is coming under pressure fo resign ey

‘Half of children at high
risk from climate crisis

Damian Carrington
Environment editor

Almaost half of the world’s 2.2 billion
children are already at “extremely
high risk™ from the effects of the cli-
mate crisis and pollution, according
toanew report from Unicef, The UN

agency's head described the situa-
tion as *unimaginably dire”.
Nearly every child around the
world is at risk from at least one effect
today, including heatwaves, floods,
cyclones, disease, drought, and air
pollution, the repart said. But 1 billion
children in 33 countries
face three or four impacts

OTOGEAPH: JUSTIN TALLISIAF FIGETTY IMAGES

Exclusive
Navalny from
jail: why we

must fight
corruption -
and Putin
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