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What’s
News
Business 25 Finance

S ing at U.S. retailers
fell sharply in July amid
eooling purchases of goods
and signs of some pullback
in consumer demand as
LS. Covid-19 cases tied to
the Delta variant rose. AL

* Walmart logged an-
other guarter of rising U.S.
sales as a return to in-
store shopping offset
slower online growth. BL

# Ford plans to do a bigger
portion of its sales by having
buyers order from the factory,
rather than pick from the

selection at dealerships. B1L

+ Several hedge funds took
out fresh positions in the sec-
ond guarter betting against
Cathie Wood's actively
managed ARK Innovation
exchange-traded fund. BL

# The S&P 500 and Dow re-
treated from records, falling
0.7% and 0.8%, respectively.
The NMasdag lost 0.9%. B11

« China is taking a more di-
rect hand in managing its in-
ternet-content companies by
sears and sending dedicated
regulators to police content
at firms more frequently. Bl
#* A new round of pro-
posed Chinese regulations
almed at internet firms sent
Alibaba's U.S. listing down
4.9% to $173.73. its lowest
close since October 2019, B4
# Chinese real-estate hil-
lionaire Hui Ka Yan has
stepped down as chairman
of China Evergrande’s flag-
ship property business. Bl
+ BHP agreed to sell its
oill-and-gas unit and sepa-
rately approved a $5.7 hi
lion project to mine pot-
ash in Canada. B3

near-impossible for the
thousands of Afghans seek-
ing to leave Afghanistan, as
the Taliban strengthened
control over the city and a
Taliban leader returned
from exile. AL, A4, AG-AB

# The Delta variant

protection i

a higher rate than previous
strains, a Wall Street Jowrnal
analysis found, though infec-
tions among the fully inoc-
ulated remain a tiny fraction
of overall cases and symp-
toms tend to be milder: A1

# Texas Gow. Abbott tested
positive for Covid-19, his of-
fice said. A spokesman said
the governor was fully vac-
cinated against the virus

and wasn't symptomatic. A3

# The Florida Board of Ed-
Beation voted unanimonsly
to punish two school dis-
tricts for implementing
mask ites that ran
afoul of a state order bar-
ring such requirements. A3
+ Top House Democrats.
said the chamber would
mowve forward with voting
on the budget blueprint
next week, rebuffing de-
mands from a group of cen-
trist Democrats to first vote
on the i tructure bill. A2

#+ David Sackler, a former
Purdue Pharma director,
defended a settlement that
would shield members of
the company's controlling
family from lawsuits ac-
cusing them of contribut-
ing to the opioid crisis. A2
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Crowds seeking to flee the country gathered outside the Kabul airport Tuesday, as the Taliban
set up checkpoints at entrances and prevented most people from reaching evacuation flights.

Fearful Afghans
Struggle to Get
Out of Country

Taliban strengthen
control over capital,
promise safe passage,
as a key leader returns

The Biden administration
said the airport in Kabul was
open for military and civilian
flights, but access remained
near-impossible for the thou-
sands of Afghans seeking to

By Yaroslav Troffmon,
Saeed Shah
and Andrew Restuccia

leave Afghanistan, as the Tali-
ban strengthened control over
the city and a Taliban leader
returned from exile.

Military flights resumed as
the U.S. sent additional troops
to secure the perimeter and
manage air-traffic control and
ground operations, following
two days of chaos as Western-

ers and Afghans raced to es-
cape the country.

The US. said it had com-
pleted the evacuation of its em-
bassy staff, leawing only a small
contingent to process other de-
partures from the country.

However, many thousands
of Afghans who had worked
for Western embassies and or-
panizations remained stranded
and unable to reach the airport
for evacuation flights, as the
Taliban erected checkpoints at
the entrances to the airport,
whipping and beating Afghans
who attempted to cross.

The head of the Taliban's
political office, Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, returned to Af-
ghanistan from exile in Qatar
as the Taliban asserted control
of the Afghan capital. Many
stores in the capital reopened
and traffic police returned to
their posts.

Taliban spokesman Zabiul-

Please turn to page A7

Biden Knew Risks of a Hasty Withdrawal

By Ken THOMAS
AND VIVIAN SALAMA

WASHINGTON—In his Mon-
day speech defending Amer-
ica’s chaotic withdrawal from
Afghanistan, President Biden
said he would not shrink from
his share of responsibility.

That would include his deci-
sion to bring home 1.5, troops,
which was made against the
recommendations of his top
military generals and many
diplomats, who warned that a

hasty withdrawal would under-
mine security in Afghanistan,
several administration and de-
fense officials said.

The president's top gener-
als, including Chairman of the
Joint Chi of Staff Army Gen.
Mark Milley, urged Mr. Biden
to keep a force of about 2,500
troops, the size he inherited,
while seeking a peace agree-
ment between warring Afghan
factions, to help maintain sta-
hility. Defense Secretary Lloyd
Austin, who previously served

Afghanistan Crisis
* US. blocked Taliban's
h =

as a military commander in the
region, said a full withdrawal
wouldn't provide any insurance
against instability,

In a series of meetings lead-
ing up to his decision, military
and intelligence officials told

Mr. Biden that security was de-
teriorating in Afghanistan, and
they expressed concerns both
about the capabilities of the
Afghan military and the Tali-
ban's likely ability to take over
major Afghan cities.

Other advisers, including
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and national security
adviser Jake Sullivan, raised
the possibility of Taliban at-
tacks on LS. forces and diplo-
mats as well as the Afghans
who for two decades worked

alongside them. Ultimately,
neither disagreed with the
president, knowing where he
stood.

Mr. Biden, howewer, was
committed to ending the T.S.
military role in the country.
The president told his policy
advisers the U.S. was providing
life support for the Afghan
government, which, in his view,
was corrupt and had sguan-
dered billions of dollars in
American assistance, according

Please turn to page A8

Shopper Pullback
Leads to 1.1% Drop
In July Retail Sales

By Amaks OMEOKWE

Spending at U.S. retailers fiell
sharply in July, amid cooling
purchases of goods and signs of
some pullback in consumer de-
mand as US. Covid-19 cases
tied to the Delta variant rose.

Retail sales
purchases at
rants and online—fell ast
month compared with Jume,
the Commerce Departiment re-
ported Tuesday. Excluding au-
tos—a category where supply-
chain issues have limited
available inventoryv—sales de-
clined O.4%.

Tuesday’s report suggested
people continued to  shife
spending toward services in
July. Sales dropped across sew-
eral categories, primarily au-
tos—which was down 3.9%—
but also clothing. sporting
eoods and furniture. The retail-
sales figures capture spending
mostly on goods and don't in-
clude services such as travel,
entertainment and recreation.

Restaurants and bars were

a bright spot, with sales rising
1.7% ower the month, while
sales at nonstore retailers—a
proxy for online retail sales—
fell 3.1%.

The retail data disappointed
stock markets. The Dow Jones
Industrial Average fell 0.8%,
the S&P 500 slipped 0.7%, and
the Nasdag dropped 0.9%.

Retail sales rose briskly ear-
lier in the summer, as shop-
pers boosted spending on ser-
vices, such as dining out, and
away from goods. That shift
oceurred as more people be-
came vaccinated and state and
local governments eliminated
many Covid-19-related restric-
tions, some of which have now
been reimposed with the re-
cent rise in coronavirus cases.

Pooja Sriram, U.S. econo-
mist at Barclays, said she ex-
pects  increased  services

lease furn fo page A2

+ Shoppers return to Walmart
S )
# Heard on the Street: Sales
dedine offers a preview... B12

America’s Supply of Coins Can’t
Keep Up With Its Dirty Laundry

Quarter shortage creates loads of stress;

= #

L2000 -mile drive Lo parents’ free machines

By ORLA MCCAFFREY

The night before she was
scheduled to serve jury duty,
Kuromi Hendricks realized the
clothes she planned to wear
were dirty. She couldn't find
the 12 quarters required for a
wash and dry at her Boston
apartment building.

By 11 pun., desperation took
hold. She hopped in a $10
Uber to the only place she
knew was open and might
have spare change—a 24-hour
cafe with a couple of arcade
games. Not wanting o use the
business just for their coins,
she ordered a lemonade, asked

for about $5 in guarters,
plaved a few rounds of pinball,
and headed home to wash.
“They've gotten me out of a
pinch a couple times with
gquarters,” Ms. Hendricks said.
The scarcity of spare
change—brought on as people
leaned on digital transactions
and fewer coins circulated—
has pushed the gquarter-depen-
dent to extremes. Many hawve
spent hours trekking across
their cities in search of coins
they used to easily procure
from local bank branches. One
couple hauled four loads of
laundry across several states
Please turn to page A9

Flooding
Follows
Quake

In Haiti

Children displaced
by Saturday's

earthquake climbed
to at least 1,941
people. ALS
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Breakthrough Cases Rising,
But Still Remain Uncommon

By Rossie WHELAN
AnD JareD S. HoPkIns

The Delta wvariant of the
Covid-19 virus appears to be
breaking through the protec-
tion wvaccines provide at a
higher rate than previous
strains, a Wall Street Journal
analysis found, though infec-
tions among the fully inocu-
lated remain a tiny fraction of
overall cases, and symprtoms
tend to be milder.

U.S. states counted at least

INSIDE

Disgruntled MFL players
are showing up for
practice, but skipping
out on working. Al4

193,204 so-called ‘break-
through cases among vacci-
nated people between Jan. 1
and early August, acconrding to
data that health departments
in 44 states and Washington,
D.C., provided to the Journal.
The figure represents 0.1% of
the more than 136 million fully
vaccinated people in those
states and the capital.

The total number of break-
through cases is likely higher,
public-health experts said, be-
cause fully vaccinated people

with asymptomatic infections
likely aren't getting tested for
Cowid-19. Additionally, several
states said the data were un-
available, while others track
only breakthrough cases that
result in hospitalizations or

death.
The Biden administration is
Please turn to page A9

# Texas governor tests positive
Az

# Failure to halt spr prompts.
Asia-Pacific curbs— ... AlG

Companies’ Cash Stockpile
Gives Investors Reassurance

By HARDIEA SINGH

Investors are betting that
cash-rich companies will in-
crease spending on everything
from factories to share buy-
backs, a combination many be-
lieve can boost stocks in com-
ing months.

Businesses including Tyson
Foods Inc., consumer-products
firm Newell Brands Inc., Mor-
ean Stanley and alechol seller
Constellation Brands Ine. have
said in recent weeks they plan
to build factories, expand re-
search budgets, pay down debt
or seek acquisitions while also

Egiving priority to dividends or
share repurchases.

The hoard of cash held by
ULS. companies is a key com-
fort for U.S. investors, despite
worries that the spread of the
Delta wariant of coronavirus
could dent the burgeoning re-
covery. Steady demand for
stocks from companies joins a
glut in household savings in
powering indexes to highs,
though the S&P 500 slipped
0.7% Tuesday.

At the same time, signs of
growing capital expenditures
are helping reassure those

Please turn fo page A9
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Macron squares up

Battle over Covid pass is a street
fight he can win —Ben HALL, PAGE &

Class conflict is back

Bidenomics rewinds the clock in
policy debate — MARTIN SANDBU, PAGE 15

USA £2 50 Canada C53.00

Start-up nation

India’s entrepreneurs make the case
for growth — HENNY SEMDER. PAGE 9

Taliban vows to respect women's
rights ‘within Islam’s framework’

e Promise of amnesty ‘for all’ ® Afghans remain sceptical @ Evacuation flights resume

STEPHAMIE FINDLAY — MEW DELHS

The Taliban has pledged 1o protect the
rights of women within the limits of
Blamic law and grant amnesty to its
opponents, as it sought to strike a mod-
erate tone days after selzing control of
Afghanistan.

In the lslambist group’s frst press con-
ference since it took Kabul, Zabihullah
Mujahid, a spokesperson, sabd the mili-
tants would not seck revenge against
officials or the Afghan forces it has
fought for the past two decades. Winmemn
could work and study and “will be very
active in society but within the frame-
work of Istam”, Mujahid sald.

As the press conference took place, a
delegation led by Mullah Abdul Ghani
Baradar, Taliban co-founder and politi-
calchlef, arrived in the southem city of
Eandahar from Qatar. Baradar, known
for his pragmatism, is expected to bea
senlor figure in the Taliban's new
Alghangovernment in the coming days.

‘The Islamist group’s effort to reassure
Afghans came as evacuation flights
resumed from the capital after chaotic
scenes at the alrport on Monday, when
thousands of panicked residents
mobbed alrcraft to escape the country.

Alter widespread criticism of the
mayhem —with desperate Afghans fall-
Ing from US military alrcraft as they
took off — the US moved to regain con
trod of the evacisation process yesterday.
John Kirby. a spokesman forthe defence
department, sald about 4,000T18 troosps
would be on the ground in Kabul by the
end of the day, adding that the pace af
evacuations would then pick up and
could reach wptoS,000 people a day.

The Taliban raled Afzhanistan from
1956 1o 20010 and Impoesed a brutal inter-
pretation of Islam. Since retaking
power, the Islamist gronp bas sought to
strike a more moderate tone declaring
an amnesty “for all™. But several gov-
ernmment workers in Kabul told the
Financial Times that they or their fami-
lies had already been harassed.

Alrline Industry plots new
path Iin changing climate

The contribution of alrcraft 1o global
warming Is significant but the pofential
Impact an the aviation indushry itset

15 alsa far-reaching. Weather-ralated
Tight cancellations are on the rise. But
In the langar term the iIndustry expects
much bHgger change. Alrlines belleve
changing wind pattarms will alter
routes and fuel econamy. T will take
lamger ta fly fram Eurape 1o the US 33
the et stream shifis. Some airports
face flooding, while delays ralse costs.
Loarning to cope » PAGE 4

b-BHPloslﬁlprlmn?‘ listing to Australia
The world’s biggest miner has announced that it is
‘to unify its dual-corporate stracture ina Sydney

listing,. It also unveiled an exit from oil and gas, and
a record dividend.— PAGE 5; HELEM THOMAS, PAGE &

= Storm harries Haiti quale survivors
Survivors of the earthquake on Satarday that killed
nearly 1,500 people have been struck by heavy rain
and kigh winds from Tropical Storm Grace. Many
are in makeshift shelters and tenis.— pace

= Single Covid case hits New Zealand dollar
The carrency has tumbled after an Auckland man
tested positive, prompting a three-day natiomwide
lockdoswn. The discovery came on the eve of an
expected rate rise by the central bank.— pase &

» Walmart lifted by back-to-school season
The 7S retaller has ralsed its

full-year outlook for the secand

time in three months, as sales

defied the hit 1o confidence

frrsm the spread of the Delta

Variant.— FAGE & LEX PAGE 18

» Just Eat Takeaway rejects divestiment
Chibef Jitse Groen has thrown out a suggestion from
imvestor Cat Rock Capital that the focd delivery
group shaould divest assets or explore a merger. Its
half-year revenue growth was 52 per cent.— pace 5

= Home Depot clods up revenue record
The world's biggest DI¥ chain has registered the
highest quarterhy sales in its history, even assurging
pandemicdemand for supplies begins to cool and
«data showed US retail sales fell in Jufy.— pace s

» Charm offensive against Mr White Hat
Poly Metwork, the decentralised financial network,
hhas offered to install a backer who stole $500m in
tocurrences as its chief security adviser — if he
cedes control of the outstanding assels.— pacs o

Adghan women
outside Kabul's
presidential
palace demand
protection of
their rights

S ey St
Meces Aquracy in ety

“I'was beaten up by the Taliban after
waiting in the airport and the fight did
mot comme,” ol goVernment worker
sabd. “We got stuck in traffic coming
back, they caught us, beat us, took eve-
rything . . . IWwasa nightmare. They are
taking everything from the govern-
ment: they say itbelongs to us now.”

6

Edward Luce
Page 15

At each point in the
post-9/11 story big LIS
decisions have been based
on conditions on the
ground — the ground in
Washington, that is

Tallban leaders have pledged to cre-
ate an “inclusive” Islamic government.
Ei lah Sarmangasl, a her of the
Taliban cultural commission, has sug-
gested that women could be included in
the administration, in what would be a
radical departure from the 159505 when
wornen were exchoded from public Ife.

A government minister in Pakistan
with knowled ze of the US-Taliban peace
ttalks in Doha said the Tallban was exp-
ected to allow women to work for UN
agencies and NGOs. “Restrictions might
be enforced such as segregation but it
won't be like the 1990s,” the minister
said, speaking on condition of anomm-
ity “Omthe other hand, you are not going
1t see women become fighter pilots”

Many Afghans are scepthcal of Taliban
promises of peace, particularly given
e Tslam bt group's attacks on civil seck-
ety in the past two years, including the

Datawatch
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Beijing turns fire on internet groups in

ever tougher crackdown on tech sector

CHRIFTIAN SHEPHERD — BELING

China’s crackdown on the tech sector
intensified yesterday as Beljing
announced detalled rules to tackle
anti-competitive behaviour by inter-
et and ecommer ce companies.

The draft rules, released by the State
Administration for Market Regulation,
China’s antitrust watc hdog, target prac-
thoes such as false advertising, fraudu-
lent online reviews, blocking access to
rivaks, data protection and consurmer
privacy, according to Angela Zhang, an
expert on Chinese antitrust legislation
at the University of Hong Kong. They
are likely to come into force thisyear.,

Shares In Chinese Internet groups
ID.com, Alibaba and Tencent closed
down 5.2 per cent, 4.8 per cent and
4.1 per cent respectively in Hong Kong
yesterday.

The Chinese Communist party has
made antitrust regulation central to a
broad campalgn to Hmit behaviour by
internet groups that it considers damag:
ing to social stability and national secu-
rity. The crackdown has shaved billions
of dollars of mar ket value from China's
leading tech compandes.

Li Chengdong, founder of Dolphin, 2
technobogy-focused think-tank n Bed-
Jing, said SAMR's rules would crack
down on platforms “using monopoly
status to suppress small and mediom
bausinesses” and marked an expansion
of the rectification campaign to the
entire sector.

China’s market regulator has previ-
ously demanded “self-rectification”
from dozens of internet companies,
including ride-hailing platform Didi
Chuxing, which became a particular
target of serotiny after its $4.4bn inktial

publicoffering in New York in June. The
SAMR also fined Alibaba, the ecom-
merce group, a record $2 8hn In April
for abusing its market dominance.

Analysts said the crackdown had
been driven in part by user anger over
perceived exploitation by powerful
internet compankes.

The long list of practices and unusual
leved of spec ficlty 1n yesterday’s rules
would be “extremely significant™ for
tackling business practices that regula-
tors disliked, sald Kendra Schaefer, a
tech anabyst for Trivium, a consultancy.

It's a very long list of behaviours,
many of which are mmpant [in China).”
Schaefer added. “Regulatory displeas-
ure with some of these things has been
signalled in the past year but thisis the
ultimate collection.”

Additional reporting by Nian Liv in Befing
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Zabihullah Mujahid, Taliban spokesman, addressed reporters on Tuesday in the room where the government used to brief the press.

Post-9/11 Era Fnds Painfully,

For America and Afghanistan

By ROGER COHEN

An era that began two decades
ago with the shock of hijacked
planes fying into American
skyscrapers drew to a close this
week with desperate Afghans
clinging to American planes as
they tried to escape the chaos of
Kabul. Some fel
dead in the landing gear.

A colossal bipartisan invest-
ment of American force, treasure
and diplomacy to defeat a hostile
ideology bent on the creation of
an Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan has failed. Over four presi-
dencies, two Republican and two
Democratic, more than 2,400
Americans gave their lives, and
more than $1 trillion was spent,
for shifting Afghan goals, many
of which proved unattainable.

The curtain came down on the
post=811 era, with the Taliban
retaking control of the country
that served as the base for the

NEWS ANALYSIS

attack on America, a full-circle
debacle for the United States
that will engrave Afghanistan

in the national memory.
akes and illusions and a
particular American naivetd, or
hubris, about remaking the world
in its image led to the swift Tal-
iban takeover almost two dec-
ades after its defeat, but a mare
fundamental factor alse played a
part. With China flexing its mus-
ecles, the nation’s priorities
shifted. The relative power of the
United States is not what it was
20 years ago.

The country’s capacity and
inclination to commit resources
10 faraway siruggles ebbed.
Absent the Cold War, Americans
have little appetite for the kind of
open-ended military commit-
ment that cemented democracies
in Germany, Japan, South Korea

Continued on Page A8

‘My Future Is Dark’: Fear Rises
In Women After Years of Gains

By FARMNAT FASSIHI and DAN BILEFSKY

As Afghan women cloistered in
their homes on Tuesdayw, fearing
for their lives and their futures un-
der Taliban rule, a pair of female
television broadcasters offered
starkly contradictory visions of
the country’s direction.

On Tuesday morning, Beheshta
Arghand, a newscaster with the
privately owned Tolo Mews chan-
nel, interviewed a Taliban official,
asking him about the Taliban®
house-to-house searches in the Af-
ghan capital.

“The entire world now recog-
nizes that the Taliban @ Lhve real
rulers of the country™ said the offi-
cial, Mawlawi Abdulhag Hemad, a
member of the Talibans media
team. <1 am still astonished that
people are afraid of Taliban™

The remarkable scene of a Tal-
ihan official taking questions from
a female journalist was part of a
broader campaign by the Taliban

10 present & more moderate face
to the world and to help tame the
fear gripping the country since
the insurgents selzed the capital
an Sunday.

But howrs later, a prominent an-
chorwon on state television,
Khadija tearfully told a
‘Clubhouse chat room that the Tal-
iban had suspended her, and other
female employess, indefinitely.

“1 am a journalist and I am not
allowed to work,” said Ms. Amin,
28, “What will I do next? The next
Eeneration will have nothing; ev-
erything we have achieved for 20
wears will be gone, The Taliban is
the Taliban. They have not
changed.”

The stories of the two journal-
ists reflect the uncertainty and
deep anxiety Afghan women face
as they try (o assess what will be-
fall them as the Taliban take con-

Continued on Page A5

Contradicting Biden,
Reports Warned of
Rapid Collapse

Julian E. Barnes and Adam Gold-
man,

WASHI\IGT'DN — Classified
ments by American spy
agn_nuea over  the  summer

painted an increasingly grim pic-
ture of the prospect of a Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan and
warned of the rapid collapse of the
Afghan military, even as Pres
dent Biden and his advisers said
puhblicly that was unlikely to hap-
pen as quickly, according te eur-
rent and former American gowvs
ernment officials,

By July, many intelligence re-
ports  grew  more sssimistic,
questioning whether any Afghan
security forces would muster seri-
ous resistance amd whether the
government could hold on in Ka-
bul, the capital. President Biden
said on July 8 that the Afghan gow-
ernment was unlikely to fall and
that there would be no chaotic
evacuations of Americans similar
to the end of the Vietnam War

The drumbeat of warnings over
the summer raise questions about
why Biden administration offi-
cials, and military planners in Af-
ghanistan, seemed ill prepared to
deal with the Taliban®s final push
into Kabul, including a failure 1o
ensure security at the main air-
port and the rush o send thow-
sands more troops back to the
country to protect the United
Srates’ final exit.

Ome report in July — as dozens
of Afghan districts were falling
and Taliban fighters were laying
siege o several major cities — laid
out the growing risks o Kabul
noting that the Afghan govern-
ment was un red for a Tal-
iban assault, according to a per-
som familiar with the intelligence.

Intelligence agencies predicted
that should the Taliban seize cit-
ies, a cascading collapse could
happen rapidly and the Afghan se-
curity forces were at high risk of
fallmgapart. Itis unclear whether
other reports during this period
presented a more optimistic pic-
ture about the ability of the Af-
ghan military and the govern-
ment in Kabul to withstand the in-
SUrgents,

A historical analysis provided
to Congress concluded that the
Taliban had learned lessons from
their takeover of the country in
the 19890s. This time. the report
said, the militant group would first
secure border crossings. com-
mandeer provincial capitals and

Continued on Page A6

TALIBAN’S VOWS

World Is Skeptical as
Leaders Lay Out
Afghan Future

By MUJIB MASHAL

and RICHARD PEREZ-PERA

KABUL, Afghanistan — For the
first time sinee retaking power in
Afghanistan, the Taliban's leaders
on Tuesday sketched out what
their control of the country could
look like, promising peace at home
and urging the world to look past
their history of violence and re-
pression.

“We don't want Afghanistan to
be a battlefield anymore — from
today onward, war is over” said
Zabihullah Mujahid, the Talibans

e chief spo
mews conference
capital.

Mr Mujahid, a high-ranking
leader, said the Taliban had de-
clared a blanket amnesty, vowing
no reprisals against former ene-
mies. And the group has in some
places appealed to civil servants
— including women — to continue
b 2o to work,

After dayvs of uncertainty
arcund the world over Afghani-
stan's swift fall to a group notori-
, MIr. Mujahids

o

n, in a
in Kabul, the

vone, were a glimpse inbo a Taliban
desire 1o poriray themselves as
ready to join the international
mainstream.

But mech of the world is wary of
their reassurances. After taking
over Afghanistan in 1996, the Tal-
iban imposed their harsh inter-
pretation of Islam with punish-
ments like floggings, amputations
and mass executions.

On Tuesday, a Biden adminis-
rration official confirmed that any
central bank assets the Afghan
government had kept in  the
United States would not be avail-
able to the Taliban.

Many Afghans, too, remain ut-
rerly unconvinced by the new face
presented by the Taliban, and its
promises of political pluralism
and women's and minority rights.

On Tuesday, fearful Afghans
hunkered down in their homes or
attempted to flee, joining the fren-
zied rush o Kabul's airpornt, which
continued to be a scene of mass
desperation and chaos two days
after the Taliban entered the city

e group said its fighters were
acting to restore order, but in
some corners, they were also in-
flicting fear.

More broadly, the United Na-
tions secretary-general warned of
having received “chilling reports
of severs restrictions on hurman
rights™ across Afghanistan since

Continued on Page AS

Rethinking the Risks as the Cases

Climb for Vaccinated Americans

By APOORVA MANDAVT

Since Americans first began
rolling up their sleeves for corona-
wirus  wvaccine health officials
have said that those who are im-
munized are very unlikely to be-
come infected, or to suffer serious
iliness or death. But preliminary
data from seven states hint that
the arrival of the Delta variant in
.IJuly may have altered the caleu-
s

Breakthrough infections in vac-
cinated people accounted for at
least one in five newly diagnosed
cases in six of these states and
higher percentages of total hospi-
talizations and deaths than had
been previously observed in all of
them, according to figures gath-
ered by The Mew York Times.

The absolute numbers remad
wery low, however, and there ks
the doubt that the vaccines rem:
powerfully protective. This con-
tinues to be "a pandemicof the un-
wvaccinated,” as federal health offi-
cials have often said.

Sill, the rise indicates a change
in how wvaccinated Americans

might regard their risks.

“Remember when the early
waccine studies came out, i
like nobody gets hospitalize
body dies” said D
Wachter, chairman of the depart-
ment of medicine at the Univer-
=ity of California, San Francisco.
“That clearly is not true.”

The figures lend support to the
wiew, widely held by officials in the
Biden administration, that some
Americans may benefit  from
booster  shots  in the coming
months. Federal officials plan to
authorize additional shots as
early as mid-September, although
it is mot clear who will receive
them,

=If the chances of a break-
through infection have gone up
considerably, and 1 think the evi-

Continued on Page A 14

BOOSTERS The ULS. will advise
getting a third shot eight months
after full vaccination, PAGE Al4

Winds Push Flames Toward a Refuge

The Dixie fire, one of six raging
dents were evacuated to Susanvi

MNarthern California, as it neared Janesw,
L @ city of 15,000, which is next in the blaze's path. Page AZ20.

- late Monday. Resi-

A Tesla Crash
Exposes Perils
Of Its Autopilot

By NEAL E. BOUDETTE

George Brian MoGee, a finance
executive in Florida, was driving
home in a Tesla Model S operating
on Autopilot, a system that can
steer, brake and accelerate a car
on its own, when he drop)
phone durlnga call and bentdo‘wll
o look for it

Neither he nor Autopilot no-
ticed that the road was ending and
the Model 5 drove past a stop sign
and a flashing red light. The car
smashed into a parked Chevrolet
Tahoe, Killing a 22-year-old col-
lege student, Naibel Benavides.

one of a wing number of fa-
tal accidents involving Tesla cars
operating on  Autopilot, Mr
McGee's case is unusual because
e survived and told investigators
what had happened: He got dis-
tracted and put his trust in a sys-
vem that did not see and brake for
a parked car in front of it Tesla
drivers using Autopilot in other fa-

Continuwed on Page AIG

MATIONAL Al3-16, 20

antibody treatment.

Texas Governor Tests Positive
Gow. Greg Abbott, a Republican who is a
staunch opponent of mask and vaccine
mandates, s recelving monoclonal

PAGE Al4

ii%’&l '

BUSINESS B1-6
Amazon Outsells Walmart

In a milestone for how people shop, the
biggest e-commerce giant outside China
has unseated the biggest brick-and-

mortar seller. Online demand during the

PAGE Bl

pandemic probably helped.

When Kmart Moves Out

The retailer’s former stores are being
used by tenants, such as churches and
flea markets, that might not typically
et a crack at o much commercial

MNewsom in Tight Recall Race
Demacrats are working to mobilize
enough of their huge base to save the
job of California’s governor.  PAGE Al5

INTERNATIONAL Ad.12
A Regime’s Protector

The dictator Enwver Hoxh MAZEe once
covered Albania, A last statue is guarded
by an S0-year-old defender. FAGE Al

FOOD D1.8
Making a Better Pizza

1. Kenji Lépez-alt offers praise for
grilled pizza, way Lo get a
resmuran:-qualiu e at home, PAGE D

ARTS C1.6

Dressing Up ‘Merry Wives'
Shakespeare in the Park is back, and
Dede Ayite’s West African-influenced
costume designs are as lively as Joce-

OBITUARIES A7

space at an affordable price. PAGE Bl lyn Bioh's version of the play.  PAGEC
Cuba’s Health System Reels ‘Godfather of Sudoku” History on the Menu
The free medical system, long a source | Maki Kaji, a callege dropout, turned a in Greenwoad, Miss., wherea PN AimE ||| 1| I||| ||| "lll
of national pride, is in acute distress as numbers game into one of the world's "k waiter once spoke out about the
the Delta variant takes a toll.  PAGE alZ mast popular puzzies. He was 69, Jim Crow South, is closing soon. PAGE D1 Paul Krugman PAGE ALS 3546130
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WATER
AGENCY
ISSUES
SUPPLY
ALERT

Residents are asked to
conserve as drought
leaves reservoirs at
historically low levels.

By HavLEY SMITH
AND JULlAa WIcKE

Southern California's
powerful water agency on
Tuesday issued a supply
alert, calling on the region to
conserve vital resources and

prepare for continued
drought — a mowve that
brings the state’s largest

Ppopulation center closer to
the tough water restric
imposed
elsewhere.

The move comes one day
after U.S. officials declared
the first-ever water shortage
on  the Colorado River,
which is a key source of wa-
ter for the region.

The Metropolitan Water
District of Southern Califor-

counties and is one of the

largest water distributors in
the nation. The decision by
its board Tuesday marks the
first time in seven years that
the agency has lssued an of-
ficial supply alert — the
third of four escalating
phases in its water supply
framework.

The declaration calls on
residents to voluntarily re-
duce their water consump-
tion in order to preserve the
region's storage reserves. It
is also intended to help miti-
zate the need for more se-
vere actions in the future,
which could include restric-
ting water supplies to
MWD's 26 member agencies.

“This is awake-up call for
what lies ahead. This is cli-
mate change,” MWD Chief
Operating Officer Deven
Upadhyay sald during a
news conference about the
declaration. “This waler
supply alert sounds the
start of a unified message
ACTOSS 0uUr region.”

In July, Gov, Gravin MNew-
som called on all Califor-

[Soc Water, Al12]

I AREAS HIGHER @

2021 WSO

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2021

£S5

latimes.com

Fhotographs by MARCUS ¥AM Loz angeies Tames

5. airlift out of the country.

AN AFGHAN child and a woman are among those beaven with sticks, hoses and ropes by Taliban fighters outside the Kabul airport gates.
Tens of thousands of people are pressing ahead with a desporate guest for spots on a now-restartad UL

"Taliban offers reassurances

Militants’ pledge to
eschew revenge and
respect women's rights
elicits skepticism.

By Marcus Yaum,
LAaURA KING
AND NABIH BULOS

KABUL, Afghanistan —
The Taliban, seeking to dis-
pel fears of a return to the
group’s repressive rule of
two decades ago, promised
Tuesday to respect the
rights of Afghan women and
refrain from seeking venge-
ance against former foes.

But tens of thousands of
compatriots, some enduring
bloody beatings at the
hands of Taliban fighters,
pressed ahead with a des-
perate quest for places on a
now-restarted U.S. airlif
ferrying American citizens
and Afghan allies out of the
Country.

‘The militant movement's

[Sec Taliban, Ad]

A MAN is overcome by the sight of fellow Afghans being beaten bloody by Taliban
fighters. The Afghans are trying to make their way to the airport terminal.

BRiAn van DER BROo Loa Angeles Tises

ASHLEY VASQUEZ, 15, gets vaccinaved Tuesday in L.A. The first 200 pecople
ages 12 to 20 who got vaccinated at the event received a Beats by Dre headset.

Next up: Booster shots

ULS. officials expected to recommend third dose

By ZEEE MILLER
AND MATTHEW PERRONE

WASHINGTON — After
struggling for months to per-
suade Americans to get vac-
cinated against COVID-1S,
U.S. health officials could
soon face a fresh challenge:
talking wvaccinated people
into getting booster shots to
gain longer-lasting protec-
tion as the Delta variant
sends infections soaring.

Asearly as this week, .5,
health authorities are ex-
pected to recommend an
extra dose of vaccine for all
Americans eight months
after they get their second
shot, according to two peo-
ple who spoke to the Associ-
ated Press on condition of
anonymity to discuss inter-
nal deliberations.

That means the bhiggest
vaccination drive in LS. his-
tory is about to get even

[Sece Boosters, A12]

L.A. Unified case
rate is creeping up
Tests show an uptick in
infections leading up to
the start of the school
year. CALIFORNIA, Bi
Mask up at large
outdoor events

L. A County mandate on
concerts, sports, other
gatherings takeos effect
Thursday. CALIFORNLIA, Bl

EDD woes may
be a vulnerability
for the governor

By PATRICE McGREEVY

SACRAMENTO
Mearly a yvear after a "stnke
team”™ appointed by Gow.
Gavin Newsom TeCoNT-
mended an overhaul of Cali-
fornia's unemployment ben-
efits system, hundreds of
thousands of jobless resi-
dents continue to experi-
ence delays in gelling pay-
ments and the state is still
grappling with the loss of bil -
lons of dollars to fraud.

And while the state Em-
ployment Development De-
partment has made some
Progress in adopting
change, the festering prob-
lemns have become a leading
issue for the campaign seek-
ing to recall Newsom from
office on Sept. K.

Newsom's record on the
EDD has been attacked in

Recall candidate
feuds with media

GOP talk radio host
Larry BElder bans Sacra-
mento Bee from his
events. CALIFORNIA, Bl

campalgn ads and public
spesches by activists who
put the recall on the bBallot
and by Republican candi-
dates seeking ta replace him
as governor. The agency's
problems are listed as a pri-
mary reason to recall New-
som in the official ballot
staternment submitted by
leading recall proponent Or-
rin Heatlie, a retired Yolo

County sherifll's sergeant.
“Newsom's Employment
Development Department
spent owver $30 billion in
[Ses Newsom, A9]

Other Islamic militant
groups find inspiration
in the tale of strength,
tenacity and patience.

By Nasix BuLos

DUBAI, United Arab
Emirates — It was a scene
that once seemed unthink-
able: a dour-looking Taliban
fighter, his AK-47 on the
desk before him, his com-
rades by his side in the or-
nate office formerly ooccu-
pied by Afghan President
Ashrafl Ghani, who had fled
the country hours before.

For the Taliban, those
images from Sunday night,
when the group's fighters
advanced from the prowv-
inces and breached the pres-
idential palace in HKabul,
culminated in a lightning
takeoverof the country after
wo decades of grinding
combat against the U.S. and
its allies.

Forother jihadi groups, it
was nothing less than an in-
spiration.

renty years — ago,
|George W.]) Bush declared
the end of the Taliban __. but
the Taliban were patient
and did jihad,” Abdul
Razzag Mahdi, a prominent
Jihadi cleric based in Syria’s
opposition areas, declared
on his social media channel
Monday. “So, men of Syria!
Rely on God, unify your
ranks and have the Taliban
as your example.”™

Whether it's Al Qaeda
affiliates in Mali and Soma-
lia; extremist factions op-
erating in Irag. Syria and
Wemen: or so-called key-
board warriors cheering the
group on from their homes
inthe West, the Taliban'svic-
tory over Afghanistan’s
Western-created EOVern-
men is the most significant
boost Lo the global jihadist
movement since Sept. 1,7
said Rita Katz, the founder
of SITE Intelligence Grougp,
which monitors extremist
online activity.

“Almost every corner of

[See Extremism, AG]

Uncertainty about
their lives, future
Afghan women worry
t.he_‘,- will lose the r']bht. L]
work and study and be
forced to wed. woRLD, A3

Storm adds to
Haiti’s troubles
Heavy rain disrupts
search-and-rescue
efforts after a guake
that has claimed nearly
2,000 lives. WORLD, Ad

Texas governor
tests positive
Greg Abbott, who
has opposed mask
mandates, has no
symptoms, his office
says. NATION, A%

Weather
Low clouds clearing.
LA, Basin: 77/66. B6

T

Quinceaieras were canceled by the pandemic but are back again. A8
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Fear of
delta fuels
push for
boosters

Administration expected
to recommend follow-
shot after eight months

BY TYLER PAGER,
LAURIE McGINLEY,
Dax DIAMOND
anD LEna H.Sun

Growing fears that the swift-
mowing delta variant of the coro-
navirus eould ignite a firestorm of
serious illness resulting in a
fu ke in hospitalizations
and deaths — prompted a forth-
coming announcement by the
Biden administration o recom-
shots for the mil-
ns whe have been

lions of A
vaccinated, offi

Data from an arcay of sources —
including the Centers for Tisease
Control and Prevention, the Mayo
Clinic and Tsrael — shows immu-
nity from the wvaccines declines
owver time and suggests that great-
er protection may be needed to
fight off the highly contagious
variant, according to several sen-
ior officials who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to discuss in-
ternal deliberations.

The administration is expocted
to outline the plan Wednesday
during a White House covid-19
briefing, in which health officials
are poised to tell Americans they
should get a booster shot eight
months after being inoculated.
President Bidem is expected to
speak on the effort after the brief-
ing. White House press secretary
Jen Psaki said Tuesday.

The news about the adminis-
tration’s plan drew praise and

SEE BOOSTER ON As

Mask battle: Fla. school districts
face penalties over mandates. AT

Breakthrough
on rise
as vaccine
efficacy wan

BY JOEL ACHENBACH
AanD BEN GuARING

OHficials in the Biden adminis-
tration responsible for commu-
nicating ith the public have
repeated] id this has become a
“pandemic of the unvaccinated™
Such words may not ring true to
people who got their shots and
still became sick.

A grow number of studies
suggest that coronavirus  vace-
cines continue to provide strong
protection against severe disease
and hospitalization, but their
ability to prevent mild ness is
less robust teday than the origi-
nal clinical trial studies demon-
strated a vear ago.

The virus has mutated. The
delta variant is rampant. Some
elements of immunity may be
gradually waning for people who
any months agoe. New
studies in the United
bl.alu, Israel, Britain and Qatar
we shown a partial erosion in
lhe effectiveness of wvaccines
against mild to moderate infec-
tions. Immunocompromised

SEE BREAKTHROUGH ON A8

Taliban

romises peaceful transition

FARMAT GULAES0CWIED PRESS

Tallban spokesman Zablullah Mujahid, center, speaks Toesday at 2 news conference in Kabul. He sald that “nobody will be harmed Lo

Afghanistan,”

L.S. exil forces a
reconsideration
ol global role

eY JoHN HUDSON
AnD Missy Ryas

President Biden's decision bo
withdraw from anistan has
triggered a globe-spanning rethink
-\Jf America’s role in the world, as
ropean a disenss their need
to play a higger part in security
matters and Russiaand China con
sider how to promote their inter-
ests in a Tallban-led Afghanistan.

Biden's defiant address to the
nation on Monday, when he stood
“squarely” behind his decision to
pull out UL5. troops, also renewed
one of the most hotly contested
debates of the post-9/1l era:
Wionld awithdrawal from Afghan-
istan convey weakness, provoke

sEE RIDEN ON A18

\lghanistan’s
ther

wl

future hinges on
Faliban’s new face is real

BY EzzaTUuLLAH MEHRDAD AND GRIFF WITTE

CABUL — For years, the man
whao spoke for the Taliban hid
his face from the world.

As the woice of insurgents
seeki to overthrow the
LLS-backed government in Af-
ghanistan, Zabiullah Mujahid
was an outlaw and a target. In
media appearances, his face
was covered or blurred.

But that changed in dramat-
ic fashion Taesday when Muja-
hid spoke openly and exten-
sively at a news conference in
Kabul. His group, he said, had
changed, too.

A= Afghanistan’s once-again
rubers, the Taliban would re-
frain from retributory violence
and respect we s rights
at least 5o far as Islam allows. It

would forgive domestic rivals
and seek good relations with
longtime foreign enemies. It
would, in short, be entirely
different from the way the
group behaved during its last
rn in power, a calamitous five
wears that left the country &
nllm.'d p«arluh
he insisted, “will
he'harma n Afghanistan™
Those gauzy assurances
were consistent with how the
Taliban has  projected  itself
since its hters overran the
capital Sux with leaders
offering conciliation and rifle-
toting fighters on  Kabul's
streets  largely showing re-
straint.

SEE TALIBAN 0N A1Z

including anyone who had participated in the military or the previous government, women and forelgners.

Among women.
fears ol a return
Lo bias. brutality

BY SaMMY WESTFALL
AND CLane ParkEr

In some parts of Afghanistan,
including Kabul, a generation of
Eirls grew up in a world complete-
Iy different from the one their
parents kKnew.

The Taliban's return to the city
and consolidation of power this
week appeared to bring those
nearly two decades of change,
including hard-won rights for
women, crashing down.

Friba, who fled from Kunduz, a
northern  provincial capital, o
Kabul this month in the face of
the Taliban's rapid advance, only
to find herself living under the
Taliban anmyway, described the

SEEWOMEN ON ALY

DESPITE CALM, U.S.
AND AFGHANS WARY
Evacuations a priority
airport security restored

BY KAREN DEYOUNG
AND DranN LAMOTHE

The Taliban's top political lead-
erarrived Tuesday in Afghanistan,
as the militants moved toward
Organizing a new government and
insisted that all Afghans and for-
eigners inside the country would
b sacfe,

The Biden administration ten-
tatively accepted the assurances
but said itwas interested in deeds,
not words, The TLE. military sabd

that it had established direet lines
of conunuulcallou with the Tali-
s

and guickly after Monday's chaot-
ic airport scenes.

At timmes, it seemved as if much of
the world, and the citizens of Af-
hanis were holding their col-
lective hreath, walting to see {f the
apparent calm and owtreach were
just tactical maneuvers by mili-
tants with a long tory of brutal-
ity and isolation as they consoli-
date their grip on power.

“Ultimately, it's going to be up
to the Taliban to show the rest of
the world who they are and how
they intend to proceed” White
Housze natbonal security adviser
Juke Sullivan told reporters. “The
track record has not been good,

SEEAFGHANISTAN ON ALs

Who Is Abdul
Ghanl Baradar?
Litthe is known
about the man
who is expeacted
o be the nation’s
mexl leader, A1S

The Critique
Saying the LLS. was humiliated is
selfish, Robin Givhan writes. A2

72 hours at Camp David

How President Biden's lagling
response came together. Al4
Alone volce against the war
Days after 9711, Rep. Barbara Lee
said noee Sorme called her trailor. B3
Forget the Hollywood ending
Movies on war didn't quite match
reality, Ann Hormaday writes. C1

RICARDO ARDUERG, RELTERS,

Peaple shelter from the rain Tuesday in Les Cayes after Tropical Storm Grace passed over Halu's
southwestern peninsala, which was already staggered by Saturday’s 7.2-magnitude carthquake.

Death toll from Haiti

quake jumps pa:

Storm after temblor
brings mudslides, stalling
aid in worsening crisis

BY WIDLORE MERANCOURT,
MARY BETH SHERIDAN
AND ANTHONY FAlOLA

LES CAYES, TIAITI — Tropical
Storm Grace battered Haiti on
Tuesday, triggering mudslides
and hampering reliefefforts as the
country strugghed to recover from
an earthquake that killed more
than 1,900 people and pulverized
tens of thousands of homes.
Rescue workers in some areas
were forced to suspend their ef-
forts as the rains swept in. Grace
strengthened from a tropical de-
pression to a tropical storm early

1.900

Tuesday, drenching Haiti with up
o 10 inches of rain, acconding to
the ULS. National Hurricane Cen-
ter. Isolated areas received 15
inches,

In Les Cayes, a major city on
Haiti's southwestern peninsula,
the min and wind exacerbated a
burgeoning homelessness crisis
caunsed by the earthquake. Many
desperate residents spent Mon-
day might huddling outdoors un-
der tarps or other makeshift shel-
ter, while others fled back to
quake-damaged homes as the
downpour intensified.

Casimir Chery, 24, said no
emergency shelter was available,
s0 he slept on street under a
plastic sheet. “We hear that we
can't sleep in our homes, but wiiat
can we do? he said. “We don't
have tents.

Marie Michel Nicolas, 60, said

SEE HAITI ON A12
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Exploring
In Rome,
tourists
looked at
ancient
ruins and
into issues
hy s
church
sex abiuse
ases. Al
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THE MATION

Troplcal Storm Fred
weakened into a tropical
depression hut may seill
bring heavy rain, flood-
ing and wornadoes Lo
parts of the Appala-
chians, Mid-Atlantic
and Northeast. 43

The prosecutor £Xam-
ining the origins of the
FRET's 20016 Russia inves-
tigation is using a grand
jury to explore whether
someone fed the burean
fabricated evidence. As
The infrastructure bill

that cleared the Semate
last week included a
funding mandate for
buses that pollute. A24

THE WORLD

New Zealand’s prime
minister ordered a
three—day nationwide
lockdown as the coun-
try's first new coron-
virus case in six months
wias detected. A1l

THE ECONOMY

Companies were gram-
bling as President Biden
has kept some trade aps-

praaches inherited from
the Trump administra-
rion. Al

Retail sales dropped by
1.1 percent in July, more
than expected. A23

THE REGION

Metro will institute

a vaccination mandate
for employess starting
Sept. 7, after the agency
fiell short of its goal in
Angust. Bl

A Washington Post-

Schar School poll
showed 1in 7 DLC.-area
residents said they had
moved in the past year,
ugh most said their

meove was not related to
the pandemic. Ba

A pamel apy ved o
redraw Virgi
Al maps has faced
1 pressure with
l\(‘?lﬁ left to finish. B
In Princess Anne

on Maryland's Eastern
Shaw hanging minds
on vaccination is pain-
fully slow work. B1

A bill firom Sen. Chris
Van Hollen (D-Md.)
would make Big Ol
help pay for projects to
mitigate flooding in
Anne Arundel County
related to climate
change. Ba
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Wrap itup

As back-torschool time
approaches, beat that
brown-bag boredom with
enticing, flexible recipes
Tor simple lunches and
snacks that are perfectly
adaptable for kids and
parents alike. EL
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Los cambios que
se vienen en Boca

con Battaglia

Lallegada del exvolante como DYl en lugar de

Miguel Busso rae ganadores v perdedores;

“esperemos que el equipo tenga una
identidad, es loque intentamos inculcarle”.

v

ATAR !

ATRMAYS || '

cultura

Mientras siguen las investigaciones sobre
eldestinode sus restos, vuelve a recordarse
en Espaiiay en la Argentina el asesinato del
poeta durante la Guerra Civil. Pagina 35

EL MISTERIO DE EL REINO, UN EXITO
G}}RCiA LORCA, A 85 DENETFLIX EN LA
ANOS DE SUMUERTE VOZ DE SUS AUTORES

espectdculos

Claudia Pifieiro y Marcelo Pifieyro,
escritoray directordela miniserie. cuentan
como surgio estaambiciosa produccion
quecombina politicay religidn.
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Duro reclamo de Cristina al

Presidente: “Poné orden”

FESTE]JO EN 0LIVOS. Respaldd a Fernandez en un acto en Avellaneda tras el escdandalo por las
fotos de la celebracién en cuarentena, pero pidio cambios; Yanez se presentd en los tribunales

“Alberto, poné orden donde tengas
que ponerorden”, le exigioayer Cris-
tina Kirchner al presidente Alberto
Ferndndez, en su primeraaparicidn
publicatrasel escindalo por lareve-
lacidn del festejo de cumplearfios de
la primera dama, Fabiola Yafiez, el
afopasadoen la quinta de Olivosen
plenarestriccidn por lacuarentena.
Segiin pudoreconstruir LANACION de

fuentes cercanas ala expresidentay
delaCasa Rosada, el mensaje de Cris-
tina Kirchnerestuvocentralizadoen
la conducta de Ferndndez, aunque
desde otros sectores del kirchneris-
mioseapuntd también al circulomés
cercanodel Presidente.

En paralelo, Fabiola Yanez y la
mayoria de las personas que parti-
ciparon del festejo el 14 de julio de

2020 se presentaron ayer a través
de los mismos abogados ante la
Justicia, donde se busca determi-
nar si aguella celebracion fue un
delito. Mientras, el fiscal a cargo
de la investigacidn, Ramiro Gonzs-
lez, espera recibir informacion que
requiric ala Casa Militar sobre los
ingresos y egresos de la quinta pre-
sidencial. PAgina10

EL ANALISIS
La furia que sucede
al papelon
Joagquin Morales Sold
Pagina 12

Promesa de apertura
a las mujeres afganas

Un grupo de mujeres protestaron ayer en Kabul y reclamaron igualdad de dEDEd‘I:DStI‘aH latoma del poder por los talibanes

KABUL (AP).~ Mientras avanzan con la consolidacion de su poder
en Afganistin, los talibanes prometieron ayer que respetaran los
derechos de las miujeres dentro de la ley islamicay que les permitirdn
educarse y trabajar, un giro respecto de su antérior régimen. Pagina2

Biden, frentea
SU peor crisis
Rafael MathusRulz.
Paginad

Maniobra
kirchnerista
para ocupar
dos cargos
claves en la
Justicia

CAMARA Elkirchnerismocam-
bigel orden del concursoparacu-
brir dosvacantesen la CAmaraFe-
deral. Relegd al camarista Pablo
Bertuzzi, que habia confirmado
un procesamiento contra Cristi-
na Kirchner, y priorizd a la fiscal
Cecilia Incardona, que investi
presuntoespionaje ilegal durante
el macrismo. Paginals

Subieron el
ddlar blue v
el CCL por el
nuevo cepo

MERCADO. El paralelo
trepd un peso, a $183: el
contado con liquidacién
avanzi 1,2%. Pagina1s

“Créase el
programa...”. El
plan con el que
crece el Estado
Cada dia se acumulan mds

esiructuras que suman
discrecionalidad al gasto

Texto Diego Caboi
Pagina2l
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Cinco personalidades
negras ganharao
estatuas na cidade
de Sao Paulo

Palmeiras quebra
histdrico contra SPFC
e volta a semifinal
da Libertadores

lustrada C1
Mostras jogam luz
sobre a trajetoria
critica e irreverente
de Regina Silveira
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Taleban desafia ceticismo
com promessa de moderacao

Na tentativa de mitigar a
imagem de grupo funda-
mentalista atroz gque anu-
lou os direitos das mulheres
e cerceou liberdades no Afe-
ganistao quando governou
o pais de 1996 a 2001, o Tale-
ban se langou em uma ofen-
siva de comunicagio coma
promessa de moderagio.

Ex-*noiva americana em
Cabul’, professora tenta
socorrer afegdis a1z

-

seminériosfolha
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WEBIN
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15h as 177h40
Descubra como a arte serd

ainda mais fundamental no
pas-pandemia.
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Saiba mas na pagina AT

610_u4877

Em entrevista coletiva, a
faccio que tomou Cabul ha
rés dias disse querer paz,
negou represdlias eafirmou
que haverd presenca femi-
nina no governo € na so-
ciedade, inclusive nas es-
colas, antes vetadas a elas
—desde que isso se dé no “ar-
cabougo doisla”. Munde A1z

Queda de Saigon, fiasco
dos EUA, foi repaginada
como ato heroico ais

EDITORIAIS A2

A decisdo do Senado
Sobreindicagio e ataques
de Bolsonaro ao Supremao.
Retomada com mdscara

Arespeito de volta de ati-
vidades no estado de SB

ATMOSFERA
S30 Paulo hoje
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&) 15"
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Pacheco indica que rejeitara
processo de juizes do STF

Bolsonaro promete acatar decisao do Senado, que trava indicagao ao Supremo

O presidente do Senado, Ro-
drigo Pacheco (DEM-MG),
fez um alerta piablico a Ja
ir Bolsonaroe diante da pro-
messa do chefe do Executi-
vo de pedir o impeachment
dos ministros Luis Roberto
Barroso e Alexandre de Mo-
raes, do STF (Supremo Tri-
bunal Federal). Os dois 0 in-
cluiram como investigado
no inguérito das fake news.

Giuliana Miranda
De Borba Gato a

Descobrimentos
Classificar de revisionismo
qualquer tentativa de mu-
danga € ignorar o dilema
moral latente nos simbo-
los nacionais. Se 0 assunto
s6 formotivo de andlise no
calor de atos de vandalis-
mo, jamais imprimirermos
racionalidade e pluralismo
ao debate. opiniso Az

“Precipitarmos uma dis-
cussio de impeachment, se-
ja do Supremo, seja do pre
sidente da Republica, qual-
quer tipo de ruptura, ndo ¢
algo recomendavel para um
Brasil que espera uma reto-
mada do crescimento, uma
pacificacio geral, wma pauta
de desenvolvimento econd-
mico, de combate & miséria
e i pobreza”, disse o senadorn

Gregorio Duvivier
O Brasil € gigante
guando fala baixo

O brasileiro nio reconhe-
ce o siléncio como direi-
to. Tenho a impressiao que
Pedro Alvares Cabral an-
corou fazendo furduncgo,
com o famoso "terra a vis-
ta!”. A independéncia foi
proclamada com um bra-
do. Nosso pais nasceu na
base da gritaria. Huswadacr

Bolsonaristas usam método de
Trump, afirma PF ao TSE runaas

* il ] Ny

Bolsonaro temn sido acon-
selhado por integrantes de
seu circulo de auxiliares a
amenizar atritos com o Ju-
dicidrio, Ontem, o presiden-
te declarou reconhecer ain-
dependéncia do Legislativoe
afirmou que nio vai cooptar
senadores para que apoiem
seu pedido —ainda assim,
mantém a ideia de protoco-
la-lo, bem como as criticas.

Camara aprova
em 22 turno volta
das coligacoes
A Camara concluiu onterm
a votacao da reforma elei-
toral que retoma a pos-
sibilidade de coligagoes
nas eleighes para deputa-
dos e vereadores, além de
colocar na Constituicio
amarras ao STF e ao TSE.
Agora, O texto seguird
para o Senado. Poder A7

Temor de retrocesso
econfmico derruba
Bolsas pelo mundo as

L YR —

Brune Santos, Folhapress

PASSARELA DESABA DURANTE OBRA EM SP

Duas pessoas foram levemente feridas quando passarela metalica ao lado da estagao Santo

Amaroda linha § - Lilds do metrd caiu dentro rio Pinheiros, zona sul de 530 Paulo cetidiane g7 |

O fim dos crescentes ata-
ques aos demais Poderes é
colocado por Davi Alcolum
bre (DEM-AP & frente da Co-
missao de Constituicio, Jus-
tiga e Cidadania) como con-
dicdo para destravar a indi-
cagio ao STF de André Men-
donga. Para ascender ao pos-
o, 0 ex-advogado-geral da
Unifo deve passar por saba-
tinano Senado. Poderaseas

SP inicia hoje
vacinacdo de
adolescentes
de 16 e 17 anos

A capital paulista inicia ho-
jeavacinacio dejovens de
16 € 17 anos com comorbi-
dades e deficiéncias per
manentes, além de gestan-
tes e puérperas. Para to-
mar a dose, o adolescente
precisa comprovar a con-
digao com laudo médico
e estar acompanhado por
um responsavel. sadde B1

Capitais pelo pais ainda
imunizam adultos com
mais de 30 anos s3

R]J tem sete cidades
com UTIs lotadas

e reabre leitos

Sanide B3

Doria compete
com presidente
em verba liberada

Neste ano, integrantes da
Camara tiveram R$ 3o11mi-
Ihbes em recursos paulis-
tas liberados por Jodo Do-
ria (PSDB), valori1zo vezes
maior que noano passado.
Segundo parlamentares, o
montante chega a compe-
tir com verbas federaisde
Jair Bolsonaro. Poder A10

Governo vé perdas e
aceita adiar reforma do
IR pela terceira vez aie

Embratel

A TECHNOLOGIA
NO PROXIMO NIVEL

Solucao acelera
inovag¢ao ao
integrar dreas de
Desenvolvimento
e de Operacoes

Pag. A7
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Empresarios llamaron a la cordura a los dirigentes del transporte de cargas

UIP denuncio penalmente a
los camioneros por extorsion

Tras presentacion los fleteros volvieron a la mesa de negociaciones y hay un preacuerdo,
pero el paro sigue. Las péerdidas asionan son de USD 30 millones por dia.

PAGINAS 14 y 15

Plantean redireccionar crédito para MOPC |\

Salud necesita de USD Aoy
150 millones mas para
cubrir sus necesidades

PAGINA B

Tomas Rivas sigue chicaneando
Tribunal de Apelaciones
confirma que Cuevas
debe ir a juicio oral
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Veteranos de EEUU decepcionados

Talibanes dictan sus
primeras medidas para
las mujeres afganas
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Emmanuel Macron
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L.aFrancE doit-elle
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Afghanistan : 'Europe veut
éviter une vague migratoire

La France et I'Allemagne souhaitent une réponse coordonnée pour faire face aux « conséquences
de la crise» a Kaboul, qui « pourrait entrainer des mouvements de population importants ».

Malgre la polémique déclen-
chée par la gauche, 1'Elysée
persiste et signe @ son = devoir
de responsabilités lui com
mande, au-deld de I'évacua

tion des Afghans menacés,
"« aniticiper » des
mentz de population importants

Merkel eévoque

o FAOUVE

I"accueil
wcontrdlé » de réfugiés « parti
culierement vulnerahles = . /

(...} tout a fait envisageahies =
Sur la méme ligne,

Angela

que les ministres des Affaires
&rangeres de I'UE ont entamé

= BERLIN NE VEUT PAS SE LAISSER DERORDER - LA CRISE AFGHANE FRACTURE LA CLASSE POLITIQUE

FRAMNCAISE -
-+ BIDEN DROIT DANS SES BOTTES - LES TRIBUNES DE JEAN-LOUIS BOURLANGES ET DE CHRISTIAN VENARD PAGES

des discussions mardi, Paris et
Berlin préparent une «initia

tive européenne » en direction
des pays de tramsit.
pour I"heurs un visage relati

Offrant

= LES TALIBANS
2,317 ET LEDITORIAL

vement maodére, les dirigeants
talibans cherchent & se pré
senter comme des interlocu-
teurs acceptables par la com-
munauté internationale.

RASSURER

Dans le Var, le massif des Maures
iravage par les flammes

b, = v"'h

Plusieurs milliers d hectares partis en fumee, 7000 personnes évacudes : Emmanuel Macron a rendu visite au poste
de commandement des pompiers d'ob étaient dirigées les opérations. Mardi soir, 'incendie n'était pas fixé. PAGES

B3 EDITORIAL per phitipe cate pecicietigaross
Hypocrisie

mmanuel Macron a déclenche une
bourrasque estivale a4 gauche en
évoquant les conséquences du fiasco
afghan : «Nous devons anticiper et
nous proféger contre des flux migra-
todres Irréguliers tmportarts qui mettratent en
danger cewx qui les empruntent e nowrrissent les
irafics de toute mature. » Il aurait pu y ajouter le
risgue de déstabiliser nos démocraties, ilhstré
il v a moins de six ans par ["afflux incontrake en
Eurcpe de 2,6 millions de Syriens et d'Ira
kiens. Le 'S et les Verts ne lui font pas crédit de
sa delicatesse, jugeant « honbewy =, «sordide »
de ne pas accorder  tous les Afghans le statut
de e victimes » - des talibans et de nos propres
lichetés,
Réveil groggy des bonnes consciences, qui se-
raient les premiéres a reprocher mux autorités
de ne pas avoir «onticipe = les drames et la mi-
sere d'"un nouvel exode. Le risque existe bel et
bien, avec 500000 civils chassés de leurs mai-
sons depuis le début de 'année. Les Afghans
forment déja le deuxiéme contingent de de
mandeurs d'asile en Burope, le premier en
France (10000 dossiers par an depuis 2018, ap-
prouves 4 90°% ). Cest le nombre que 1 Allemna-
gne se propose daccueillir a la faveur de la cri-

se, cent fois moins que de Syriens en 2015, A un
mois des élections fédérales, la lecon semble
avoir éré retenue.

L'attention immédiate se porte sur 1"évacuation
des quelques milliers d'employes de la coalition
occidentale, un «devodr » unanimement sotte
mii. Mais hiypocrisie domine méme la : alors
que les Etats-Unis se disent préts i distribuer
0000 visas (S0000 avec les familles), la majo-

rité de ses supplétifs n'ont
La LE'QOI’I pu atteindre 1"aé¢roport a
de 2015 temps et n'ont plus guére

de chances d'étre secourus.
SEIT!'ble Paradoxe de la nouvelle
avoir été  donne : les talibans eux-
retenue mémes empécheront sans

doute la population afgha-
ne de déferler en masse sur les routes de 1'exil. 11
en va de leur image et, contrairement i leur
premier régne (1996-2001), ils ont pris cette fois
le contréle des frontitres avant de s'emparer
des villes. Leur victoire sans presque combattre
a aussi réduit bes risques de catastrophe huma
nitaire, & comdition que Iaide occidentale
dont dépendent 16 des 39 millions d' Afghans -
ne keur soit pas supprimes. Le marché est entre
les mains vertueuses des Occidentaux. B
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Covid-19 :
quand le
vaccin séme
la discorde
dans

les familles

s déjeuners de famille dyna-
mités, des refrouvailles entre
amis qui dégénérent : devenu
presque obligatoire depuis la
mise en ceuvre du passe sani-
taire en France, le vaccin intro

duit une nouvelle ligne de frac

ture dans la société frangaise.
Celle-ci touche la sphére la plus
privée des relations socia-
les. Par ailleurs, malgre le
consensus qui regne chee les
peédiatres, les parents s'oppo-
sent souvent sur la question de
lavaccination des adolescents.
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PM to face questions on
scale and speed of plans
as parliament is recalled

Jessica Elgot
Dan Sabbagh
Lisa O°Carroll

Women, children and religious
minorities will be prioritised ina new
UK resettlement scheme for 20,000
Afghan refugees, Boris Johnson will
announce, acknowledging that those
who helped the western coalition
over two decades are now most at
risk from the Taliban takeover.

But most of the 20,000 are likely
to have fled to neighbouring coun-
tries, such as Pakistan, before being
reseftled in Britain over five vears,
a Whitehall source said, unless the

610_u4877

UK can strike an agreement with the
Taliban to let people depart.

Johnson said Britain owed “a debt
of gratitude to all those who have
worked with usto make Afghanistan
a better place over the last 20 years™
and “many of them, particularly
women, are now in urgent need of
our help”.

Speaking on the eveof the recall of
parliament today, the prime minister
added: “1am proud that the UK has
been able to put in place this route
to help them and their families live
safely in the UK. The best solution
for everyone is an Afghanistan that
works for all Afghans.

“That means the international
community coming together to set
firm, political conditions farthe coun-
try's future governance. And it means
focusing our efforts on increasing the
resilience of the wider region to pre-
venta humanitarian emergency.”

The women forced out of work &

The
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18 August 2021
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@ Lor200years

Guardian

UK to take 20,000 refugees
fleeing the Taliban regime

residing in Afghanistan board an
RAF flight in Kabul bournd for the UK

PHOTOGRAPH: LEROT BEN SHAREAD/FA WIKE

Johnson spoke tothe US president
shortlvafter finalising the settlement
scheme, No 10 said he had agreed
with Joe Biden to keep cooperating
over the evacuation plan,

“They resolved to continue

If the Canadians can
take 20,000 Afghan
refugees, why are we

only taking 20,000
over five years?’

Lord Dubs
Labour peer

‘el ‘5

A - -
working closely together on this in
the days and weeks ahead toallow as
many peapleas possible to leave the
country,”a Na 1o 5|_3t$kn:1'pu'r.-inr1 said,

They said Johnson had “stressed
theimportance of notlosing the gains
madein Afghanistan overthe last 20
vears”and that the pair would speak
again at avirtual meeting of G7 lead-
ers in the coming days,

The home secretary, Priti Patel,
said refugees could “start a new life
in safety in the UK, away from the
tyranny and oppression they now
face”. The scheme is similar in size
and scope to one for Syrians under
which 20,000 people have been reset-
tled since 2014, prioritising survivors
of torture, people with serious med
ical conditions and women with
children.

However, questions are likely to
be raised about why the
number is similar to the

Watchdog in
U-turn amid
dispute over
ME therapy

Natalie Grover
Science correspondent

The National Institute for Healthand
Care Excellence has withdrawn long-
awaited guidance on ME hours before
its planned publication amid a back-
lash from medical groups.

Charities and patient groups
fighting for greater recognition of
the poorly understood condition as
a medical illness rather than a psy-
chological problem had welcomed
the planned guidance, which was due
tostop advising doctors to adminis-
ter a controversial therapy.

This disputed graded exercise
therapy (GET) involves incremental
increases in physical activity to grad-
ually build up tolerance. But patient
groups have argued its use suggests
those with ME have no underlying
physical problem but are suffering
symproms due to inactivity.

Myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME),
also known as chronic fatigue syn
drome, is thought to affect about
250,000 pecple in the UK and has
been estimated to cost the economy
billions of pounds annually, Char
acterised by pain and a long-term

debilitating loss of energy, oe
onein four sufferers are so

Py r

New Zealand
in national
lockdown after
single Covid
case detected

News Page 28 —




